& 
9 — 


— 


| a 
123 
: 
$ 'x 
N 
| 
|| 
bf 
"aA Az 
4 


| From King WIL Lf the Firſt, 


| Collected ( chiefly ) from Ori rind] FR 


| 8 0 2 * 
rut TRUE-.. » 


ecret Siſtozy | 


OF. THE 


'1aves and REIGNS 


| of All The | 4 
KING S and QUEENS 


or 


Ik. 


* aled, the Conqueronr, . 


To which is Prefixed 


Au « Abliat of the General knn 
: of each Reign. 


ſeri pts, and the moſt valuable Pri vate Me. 
mals, and ee HI S . 0 RI A NY 8. 


— 


92 


"By: a Perſon of Honour. 


* = * : „ 


8 


— — 


* — _—_— — 
. 


59 


eim a Table of the Principal Matters BY 


. * krinted in the Year MDCCI. 13 


= 
3 
. 
F 
«t \ > 

by * ”” 

. 4 , 

* 


6 
= "* 
1 
| .X2 
> R 
* 9 
— "XZ 
Az » Þ 
-* 
* 3 
| a 4 
1 
wo 
ö 34 
# bu | oy | 
* 
£ | 53 
— > 
A o 
* 
» = | 
: . 


* 
. 
* 
1 * 
4 - 
5 _ 
— 
* * . as K 
8 : I 
» : 1 
# os . . 
® 4 4 
£ * 1 
. 
* 
. 
— 
— 
. o 
— 
* 1 
- al 
4 . 
- — 
* 
* „ 
4 
* 6 
6 — 1 
2 : 
— 
% * 
Ex 1 
fn 
Fe 
- . 
— 
* — 
. b % 
* % — 
2 
* 
* * * 
* 
* „ — 
"# 
# v . — 
X ” 
* 
n 
N Re * 
i * 9 ? 
7 
Ly % * * 
A N LS” * 
3 2 - . +4» . 
— * 
5 : 1 * * 
„ —_ 
< 4 8 7 * 9 
* 4 6 
- 
— 
. 4 4 
. 
* 
+ © * 4 
D K s 
s : \ 
e % 
* F * 
/ ; 
* 
4 - 
* 
* - 
> 
* ag 1 — 5 
» 
* 
2 
1 9 5 
4 * . 2, =- . * 
4 " 
4 3 
1 o 
— 5 2  - * 3 # 
+ 
* 
% % - - . 
* = 
* 
þ - * 
1 
5 7 
o Fg 
2 
5 1 FP . 4 r ” * 
- - * 
* 4 7 
„ a a | 
8 ä —— Z——̃—ñ— / — — ́ Het — Sas Oo „ „ 
1 : 
- vs * 


5 > =, \ 


- 


* 


9. 


— 


* 


Nel 


es 


* 
* T T F Nin 
| TO FRE In 

. / 3 \ * ; ( we. - 

; _* "I tbo 
; | ® vis FSR 
| m rtia ea cr 7 | 
40. 
. 4 2 A N as 


HE Author of this Secret Hiſtory, thinks him- 
| ' ſelf oblig'd to inform the Reader with his Ren- 
ſons for this Undertaking; and what he may, and 
may not expebt to find in it? *Tis Deſyn'd.tobe A True 
Secret Hiſtory of the Kings of - England, from Mil- 
liam the Conqueror, to this Preſent Year 1702. 
And if this Volume meets with Entiurdgement, the 

moſt Secret Tranſattions, of. the remaining part of the 
Reign of King Charles the Firſt, King Charles the 
Second, and the late King james, ſhallbe the Subjett of 
aSecond Volume: In which, ſhall alſ@be inſerted, The 
ſeveral Secret Steps that were taken before, and in 
the Managing the late Revolution. Some Private 
Eſſaies about the Abdication; with many other Things 
relating to the Preſent Government, which have been 
hitherto kept Secret. And to render this Secret Hiſtory 
Compleat, No Pains. has been omitted, in Examining . 
thoſe Secret Memoirs nom in the Hands of ſome 
Perſons of Quality, who have generouſlydent em towards 
the Compleating this Work : So that the whole cun- 
Win chiefly of Original Manuſcriyts, never Publiſhed 
till now. F< | 

Reader, I have here an open Field ta diſplay my Since» 
rity in; for when ſeveral Ages lie between Princes and 


| their Hiſtorians, they are at Liberty to uſe them as 


familiarly as they Deſerve; and to arraign their 
Actions with | 25. much Freedom as thoſe of their Sub- 
jetts;, which I have done from William the Conqueronr, 
to the Diſſolution of the Second Parliament of Ring 
6 4 r 


k 
# 
: 


. 


fue Impartial Reader. | 
Charles the Firſt. Neither will my frankneſs be worn 


out in my Continuation of this Secret Hiſtory. Nor 


can the Proſpett of the greateſt Perferment, Tempt me 
to be a flattering Hiſtorian. VT | 

Some People tell us, that Truth is not always to be 
ſpoken ; which perhaps might be ſo, while we were 
under the Arbitrary Government of the late Ring; 
but we now live in a Reipn, where Truth does not 
paſs for Treaſon : as therefore, as"twas ont of the 
Encomiums given to Suetonius, That he made Publick 
to the World, the Vices and Miſcarriages of the Twelve 
Cæſars, with the ſame Freedom with which they were 
once” Committed ;, ſo I have follow d his Example in 
this Secret Hiſtory : for Truth ſhou'd be bolder thun 
Errour. And if any of our Engliſh Monarchs have 
done thoſe things in Secret they ought not to have 


done, tis fit it ſhoud be made Publick; for A Cat 
may look on a King: And if we ſpare Vice more in a 
'Crowned-head than in a meanerP 11 

to Divulise it) we diſcover a mean Spirit; and the rather, 
ut the detecting the Secrets of Wicked Kings, has 


m(when'tis our Duty 


ever been a Great Benefit to the Publick. — And ſo 


very fond are all Engliſh Men, of knewins what has been 


kept us 4 Secret, that no Secret Hiſtory was ever yer 


Publiſn d, but has met with a kind Reception: Yet none 


of them pretends to give us the COURT 'SECRETS 
of any more, than Three on Four of our Kings. Put this is 
A General Secret Hiſtory of all the Kings and Queens 
of England (not ſo much as Excluding the Preſent 
Reign ) — And as there are ſuch Secret Memoirs in 


"this Work as are not to be found elſe where, ſo I ſhew not | 
' only the Events, but alſo#he Secret Cauſes, the Intrea- 
gues, and the Means. which have contributed to the 


Unhappineſs of our Britiſh Monarchs. And as there 
were ſeveral Secrets Communicuted to me upon thoſe 
Heads, which the Wortd is a'ftranger to: So they are 
nom Publiſh'd with ſuch good Authorities as may juſt! 
Emile my Work, The True Secret Hiſtory of al 


the Kings and Queens of England, from Willian: 


the Conqueror. And as it fers all our Kings in 4 
Gs „ 1 "ES ik 3 *_ 0 „ re f RUER 
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| The Impartial Reader. des 
. T RU ER Light than they have yet been; ſo ti not 
5 donbted, but twill meet with what it Merits, For here- 
in the Reader. will ſee, that tho the Conſtitution of our 
Government be 4 Limited Monarchy; wherein both 
the King's Prerogative and the Liberty of the Sub- 
ject, are Eſtabliſhed' by Law, wbich is the Common 
Boundary, and Superiour, both of King and People; 
| yet moſt of our Princes have fancied ſuch Unaccounta- 
le Charms to be in Arbitrary Power, that they never 
Eſteem' d all the Jewels of their Crowns, whilſt that was 
wanting, nor thought em to ſhine with any Luſtre wich- 
out it. And yet it was their vain Affectation of this 
Power that has been the cauſe of all their Misfortunes; 
| ſo that by their affecting a Power above what the Law 
1 them with, they came to be abridg d of that 
which they might have lawfully exerted : And like the 
Dog in the Fable, while N. have grafp'd at the vain 
ſbadow of Arbitrary and Abſolute Dominion, loſt the 
real Subſtance of that Juſt Authority and Royal Dig- 
nity, which both G O D and the People had inveſted 
them in. Here the Reader will likewiſe ſee. the mot © 
Wicked and Nefarious Deſigns vai d ouer with the 
faireſt Pretences; and how Religion and the Pyblick 
Good, have been made Stalking-Horſes for Carrying on 


© En Ta EW EAAM = a3 5. 6... dtd... 


10 the meſt Villanous Intrigues, and for perpetrating the 

Ss | moſt Barbarous Actions. Here , alſo the Reader 

is will behold, in ſeveral Inſtances, how no Ties of Blood 

” are ſo near, nor Oaths and Vows ſo ſacred, but : 

to | have been broken by Our Princes, like Sampſon's 4 
* Threads, when Lawleſs Ambition and 4 Uſurped 

ot Crown, Has been the P rix e they aim d at. And here 
Bit why ſhould 1 go on 0 multiply. Particulars, and 
he foreſtall the Reader? it is enough that the Reader 

re will have plenty of Examples, that tho Princes 

ſe have Proſper d in their Wickedneſs, and that the Earth 

re has cover d the Blood they have ſhed, and Juſtice was not 

/ to be had. below; 170 a Divine Nemeſis has at laſt 

Fd Overtalen em; and they have found in the Concluſion 

80 ef all their Unjuſt ( tho' ſometimes Proſperouss 
a Enterprizes , That there is not only a Reward. 
R * a „„ % % N, | 


tor 


4 


_ conſulted in Publick and Private Libraries. And to 


The Impartial Reader. 
for the Righteous, but that there * 18 a God 
that Wigeah i the 5 | 1 


Having given "his. br; 4 £3 Unger- 
takin N ſhall 4 further 41 at the main O ee 4- 
Lain * Hiſtories ( that they are 2 True) 
16 Satigfactorily anſwered in this Work; 5 for as to the 
Trath o why is here advanc'd, "tis richer warranted 

Authentick Authors, and Manuſcripts of Dudoubted 

redit ; or Communicated to me, by the Revernd Mr. 
W.— ho was a Spy in the French Court, and by that 
means, tool Minutes of the moſt Secret Tranſactions be- 
tween England and France for many Tears. 

Tjhall only add, That to render this Secret Hiſtory 
Compleat, 1 have ( beſides the. Aſſiſiſtance I had 
from Manuſcripts) interwove in their Proper Places, 
All thoſe ſcarce 21 Valuable Pieces of Secret Hiſtory 
which were to be purchaſs'd ;, and what was not, I have 


make-ſeveral Paſſages in this Secret Hiſtory the more 
Intelligible to he Reader, I have prefix d to every 
Kings Reign an Abſtratt of their General Hiſtory; 
which in 4 few Lines preſents the Reader with 4 


Scheme . their whole Reigns. 
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The Principal Matters contained 
in the Secret Hiſtory of Each 
Nn , 85S 


Page 1, 2. 
| King William the Firſt, Called the Conquerour. 
An Abftra& of his General Hiſtory, p. 3. His Secret Hiftorys 
began before his Birth, with the manner of it, p. 4. He 

is cry'd up by Dr. Fulbeck and others, for Entailing Slavery - 
upon the Exgliſb Nation. ibid. He lays waſte the Conn- 
try for Thirty miles together in Hanmpſbire; on pretence of 
making a Forreſt to hunt in; with the true, but Secret Rea - 
ſon theredf, ibid. Several Inſtances of his Arbitrary and 
Tyrannical Reign, p. + He did not ſo much as pretend 
to an abſolute Conqueſt, ibid. But claims the Crown as 
develyed upon him by Right from King Edward the Con- 
feſſor, who was his Couſin German, ibid. His threefold 
Claim to the Crown, what it was, p. 6. «His Preparations - 
for coming to England, ibid. He lands at Pevenſey in Suſſex, - 
gives Battle-to King, #arold at e where Harold is, 
Slain. p. 7. He comes to London, poſſeſſes. himſelf. of the 
Kingdom, and is Crown 'd, ibid. The manner of his Co- 
ronation, with the Coronation-Oath, ibid. His moſt Ar- 

bitrary Actions were done under the pretence of Reforming 
the Laws, p. 8. He gives Order that the Laws of St. Ed- 
ward be obſerv d, but Secretly Undermines the People's Li- 
berty, ibid. His Character given by himſelf. ibit. 


King William the Second, ,Sirnamed Rufus. 

An Abſtract of his General Hiſtory, p. 9. He Steps into 
the Throne before his Elder Brother, ibid. The Secret 
ways by which he poſſeſs'd himſelf of the Crown, and ſe- 
cut d it to himſelf, p. 10. He conceals his Vices during 
the Life of Lanfrank, but afterwards gives up himſelf tq all 
Licentiouſneſs, ibid. He preys upon the Clergy, ibid. 
| : Keeps 
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THE CONTENTS. 
Keeps vacant Biſhopricks, id his own hand, ibid. He re- 
| —— thereof in his Sicknels, but repents of his Repentance 
when recover d, p. 10, 11. His Arbitrary ways of geting 
Money, ibid. He undertakes to pervert a em from Chrifti- 
anity, to his former Fudaiſm, and the iſſue thereof, ibid. 
He pretends. to value his Word, but breaks it with 
every on 12. His Laſciviouſneſs, Irreligion, &. ibid. 
His blaſph&mous Expreſſions, G c. p. 13. The manner 
of his Death, ibid. Preſages thereof, p. 14. Foretold b 
2 Mente Dream, ibid. That it was Digitus Dei, ibi 
' His Character, p. 15. 


c King Henry the Firſt. | 
An Abftra& of his general Hiſtory, p. 15, 16. His Popular 
Vertues obſcure his Vices, ibid. He has left Marks of his 
Cloven Foot behind him, ibid. He ſeizes on his Brothers 
Treaſure, and uſurps his Crown, ibid. His pretence of 
Night to the Crown, what it was, p. 16, 17. The Secret 
ways by which he gain'd the Kingdom from his Brother 
i Fobert, p. 17. He agrees to give him 3000 Marks a Year, 
- but. wheedles him out of it, ibid. Duke | Robert afterward 
reſents it in vain, p. 18. King Henry ſecretly, urges his 
Brother to raiſe Forces againſt him, that he might get from 
him the Dukedom of Normandy, ibid. He goes over to 
: Normandy with a great Army, fights with, and overcomes his 
Brother, who is taken Priſoner, ibid. Duke Robert at- 
tempts to Eſcape, but is retaken, and his Eyes put out by 
King Henry, p. 19. His Ambition, Cruelty, Coveteouſ- 
_ neſs, and Laſciviouſneſs. p. 19. 20. He had certain ſe- 
| og Concubines, and left fourteen Baftards behind him. 


| 
L 
: 
( 
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5 8 King Stephen. BR 
An Abſtract of his General Hiſtory, 21. His aſcending the 
Throne, a publick Vislation of his Faith, ibid. He had no 

Title to it, nor got nothing by it, ibid. The Secret ways 
by which he attain'd it, p. 22. The Clergy his Friends, 
and why, ibid. He offends them, and they ſwear Allegi- 
- ance to the Empreſs Maud, p. 23. Duke Henry, her Son, 
ready to Engage with King Stephen; and how prevented, 
ibid. That Duke Henry was King Stepben's, Baſtard Son, re- 
ported by good Authors, ibid. how likely to be true, p. 23, 
24. His Character, ibid, | 
2 - King Henry the Second. | 

An Abſtract of his General Hiſtory, p. 24, 25+ His Father 
cauſes him to ſwear to leave his Brother Geoffry the Duke- 


dom of Anjou, which he does, but ſeizes on it ſoon after, 
pP. 25+ Gets 2 Diſpenſation from the Pope for —_ 
(THe Rs; is 
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The troubles between him and: Archbiſhop” Berker, from 
p. 26. td p. 19. Becker kill'd at the Altar of his Church 


and is 
20. His Blaſphemous ſayiag at the loſs of er, 0 F 
His injuftice to thoſe that firſt, went over into Ireland, ibid. 
and to his Son Rieburd, with reſpect to his afflanced Wife, 
ibid. He Keeps Noſamond the Daughter of Walter Lord 
Clifford, for his Concubine, ibid. He builds her a Labyrinth 
at IVoodjto-k, to ſecure her againſt" his Queen, ibid. Hai 

Queen Eleanor got into it, p. 31. Roſamend's Death, PH. 
1 of one of his Baftard Sons, ibid. His Character, 
. N Wat 


Klug Richard the Fitft, 


Voyage to the Holy Lend, p. 33. He had an imme 


his Oath, p. 25, 60 D', judgments Follow Hic, 157. 


in Cinterfuy, ibid. King, Henry goes bare foot to hig Tomb, 
with Rods bi every Monk of the Cloyffer, g. 


4 1 2" en KA 
\n Abſtract of his Genera! Hiſtory, p. 32. He deſigns 1 


Treaſure left by his Father, ibid. He wracks his Sub 


jects, and uſes wicked and indirect Means to get Money, and 


what thoſe Means were, bil. Philip King of France goes with 


him, and each ſwears not to return without mutual 7 
ſent, p. 34. They meet at Sicily, where their Armies fall 
foul on each other, bi. King Richard driven by Tempel 
on the Ille of ypru t. where being deny d Entrance, he al- 
ſaults and Conquers it, p. 35. He arrives at Ftolemais, 


which is ſurrender'd up to the Chriſtlans on Conditions, 


ibid. The Duke of Auſtria ſets up his Colours upon the 
Walls, which King &ibard pulls down, and ſets up his 
dan, ibid. The French, King returns back, ibid, King 
Richard King of Feruſalem, but without getting poſſeſſion 
of it, p. 36. Makes a Truce wich Saladine on. Diſhonour- 


able Conditions; and returning 115 is taken Priſoner by 
b 


the Duke of Auſt ria, ard lent 
ſhort Sutvey of bis Life, ibid. King Richa?d an ill 
Son, an ill Brother, an il Man, and an fil King, 
p. 37. Cœur de Leon not impropenly given to bing Og, 
and why, p. 38. His Death, and the occaſion 

A Story of his three Daughters, p. 39 


— 
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King John. * E | ; $0 | 
Abſtract of his General Hiſtory, p. 40. He uſucps the 


urns away his Wife, and for what Secret Reaſon, ibid. 


ombines with Prince Arthur againſt him, ibid. He .over- 

omes them, and takes em Priſoners, where. Prince bur 

as ſoon after ſecretly Murthered, ibid. The States of Bri- 
. | 


the Emperonr,, ibid. A 


in, 


* 


2 \ 


rowa, Which belong d to his Nephew, Prince Arthur, P. 41. 
He Embroils the State in deſperate Confuſions, ibid. He 


Fohn le Brun, whoſe Eſpouſed Wife King Fobn had Married, 


& 
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4in,Anjou, and-Poifou, take Arms againſt him, ibid. He loſes 
brug Durch of N „and all his other Provinces in 
France, ibid. His great Taxes on the Nation, 5 42. The 
Bon: refuſe to attend him. in France, ibid. The Original 
df the Difference. between the King and his Nobles, ibid. 
Particular Inftances of his Notorious violation of the Laws, 
p. 43. He Poyſons a Daughter of Sir Kobert Fitqwaters, 
for not conſenting to his Luſt, ibid. His barbarous uſage 
of William de Brauſe, a Nobleman, with his wife and Chil- 
dren; ibid. He hangs 28 innocent Children at one time, 
ibid. He ſends to the King of Aſorocco tor aid, and on that 
Condition, offers him his Kingdom, and promiſes to turn 
Mahometan, p. 44. His irreligious Speeches, ibid. His 
Black C er, ibid. . 
| King Henry the Third, © | 
An Abſtract of his General Hiſtory, p. 45. At his firſt ta- 
king the Government upon himſelf, he ſecretly lays Foun- 
dations for ſetting upArbitrary Power p. 45. Delays to con- 
firm the Peoples Liberties, ibid. He takes the Caſtle of 
Berkhamſted from his Brother the Earl of Cormwal, and for 
demanding of it again, ſeeks to impriſon him, p. 47. He 
brings over Foreigners, and Squeezes his Engliſh Subjects 
to give them rewards, Cc. p. 48. He removes Hubert 
de h, and ſeizes his Eſtate, ibi l. He diſplaces ſeveral o- 
ther Officers, on pretence of Corruption, and puts Foreign · 
ers in their Places, which grievouſly oppreſs the People, 
ibid. He ſends for great Numbers of Poifovins, to aſſiſt 
Him 2gainft his Lords, who deſire a Redreſs of their Grie- 
vances, p. 49. His Evil Conncellors create a diſtruſt be- 
. tween the King and his People, p. 50, 51. The Counteſs 
Domuger of Arundel, her Diſcourſe with the K ing, p- 52. 
A Repartee of the Mafter of the Holpital of Feruſalem, 
to the King, 167. The Fryars Minors their boldneſs to the 
King, ibid. The manner of confirming their Great Char- 
ter, which the King ſoon after broke, p. 53. The words 
of Hubert de Burgb. to diſſu ade a great Lady from Marriage 
with the King, ibid. His Character, ibid. 


Kine kdward the Firſt, 


„An Abſtract of his General Hiſtory, p. 54. He was a Prince | 

: that generally acted above board, and was in Paleſtine at 
| the time of his Father's Death; where he was wounded by 
| a deſperate Saracen, and how cured, p. 54, $55. He brings 
down the- Power of the Clergy ; and- paſſes the Statute of 

Mortmarn, ibid. "What that is, and why palsd, ibid. He 

ſeizes upon the Treaſure found in Churches and Religious 

Houſes, and brings it into his Exchequer, p. 56. The 

- Clergy refuſing to aſſiſt the King, he puts em out of hi 
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Protection, upon which they comply d, and were again re- 
ceiv'd into his Favour,' p. 57. He falls out with the Tem- 
poral. Lords, and requires their Service, in the wars of 
Gaſcoign, which they deny, ibid. and he ſwears they ſhall 
either go or hang, ibid. As he is taking Shipping, he is 
ſented with a Roll of the general Grievances of his 
udjects, p. $8. He promiſes to redreſs them. ibid. And 
meeting with no Succeſs abroad, is as good as his word at 
home, ibid. After his wants are ſupply'd, he reſents the 
Carriage of his Subjects, and ſends the Archbiſhop of Cant. 
to the Pope, to whom the King ſends a great Preſent to 
Abſolve him from the Oath he had ſworn to his Subjects, 
for Confirmation of their | Liberties, p. 59. The Caſe of 
Sir Nicholas Leagrave. jo 60, His Death and Character, ibid, 


King Edward the Second. 


An Abſtract of his General Hiſtory, p. 61. His whole Reign 


a a Secret Deſign to undermine the Laws of the Nation, and 
the Liberty of che Subject, ibid. He begins his Reign 
with the breach of his dying Fathers Admonitions, p. 62. 
He commmits the Biſhop of Cheſter to Priſon, and ſeizes on 
all his Goods for reproving him, when Prince, for his leud and 
vicious Practices, ibid, He recalls Gæveſtes from Exile and 
adyances him, ibid. Gaveſtons Inſolence, he Nicknames the 
Chief of the Nobility, and how, ibid. Being preſsd by 
the Lords, the King baniſhes him, but ſoon recall's him 
again, p. 63. He is baniſh'd again, not to return on pain 
of Death, P. 64. He returns again, and is well receiv'd by 
the King, but taken by the Earl of Warwick and Behead- 
ed, ibid. Who Gaveſton was, and why the King ſo much 
affected him, with his Character, p. 64, 65. The King 


Entertains the too Fpencert, ibid. Their Conditions, what ; 


p. 66. Their unlimited favour and —.— with the King 
cauſes the Lords to riſe in Arms for removing them, 


ibid. They are baniſh'd the Realm, by an Edict publiſh'd 


in Weſtminſter Hall, but ſoon aſter the Edict is revok d, 
and the Spemers Recall'd, ibid. The King raiſes forces, 
purſues and overcomes the Barons, the Earl of Lancaſter 
and many Noblemen being taken Priſoners, and afterwards 
beheaded. p. 67. The King marches into Scotland, but re- 
turns with Dithonour being purſu'd by the Scott, p. 68. 
Sir Andrew Herly, his Advancement and Fall, ibid. The 
Power of the Spencers, they make the Queen their Ene- 
my, She is aſſiſted by the Lords againſt them, p. 69. 
The King and the Spencers fly, ibid. Spencer the Father 
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ie ing for her, give her the firſt hopes of Succeeding 12 er 
rl * | . a p | 8 9 pe - am 
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Claim to the Crown; She promiſes em to make no Alte» 
ration in Religion, but breaks her Word, ibid. The Lords 
xaiſe an Army againſt her, the Command of it given to the 
Duke of Northumberland, 249. The Lords left behind at 
_ London, Prociaim Mary Queen, and taken Poſſeſſion of the 
Tower; and the Duke of Suffolk commands the Lady 
"Fane his Daughter to lay aſide her Royalty: Her Anſwer 
thereunto, ibid, Northumberland hearing what was done at 
Zandon, proclaims Queen Mary at Cambridge, p. 240. 
Some Reflections on the Lady Funes being brought in 
State to the Tower, and on the Duke of Northumberland, 
who was apprehended and bebheaded for Treaſon, dying 
2 proſeſs d Papiſt, ibid. The, Queen claim'd a Diſpenſing 
Power, ſetting up Popery while the Laws were againſt it, 
241. She chuſes a Popiſb Council, her unhappineſs there- 
zn She ſhed more Blood in her ſhort Reign, than Richard 
the Third, and her own Father, put together, p. 242. 
; Sheireſolves to Marry, ibid. ſeveral Husbands propos d, the 
King of Spain Choſen, 243. Several diſcontented thereat, 
and why, ibid. Sir Thomas Wiat raiſes Forces to Gppole the 
| =_ Matriage ; His Declaration, p. 4. The Duke 
of Norfolk ſent with Forces againſt him, and reinforc'd by 
five hundred Zondoners,, Commanded by Captain Bres, ibid. 
Brett Speech to his Souldiers, 243. They revolt to Hat, 
Who ſeizes the Dukes Cannon, and all his Ammunition, 
ibid. The Duke of Suffolk leaving London, Endeavours 
to raiſe Forces, and joyn at but failing in his Attempt, 
s betray d to the Earl of Hun ingbam, and committed to 
the Tower. 246. Queen Marys Speech to the Citizens 
in Guild- Hal, ibid. Wyar's Attempt upon the City, 
and the iſſue of it, 247, 248. The Lady Fane Gray of- 
ferid up as a Victim to the Publick Peace, 249. What 
paſs d between her and Fecknam, the Dean of Pauls, ibid. 
Her Hausband defires to take his laſt farewel of her, which 
- he refuſes, and why, 250. Her laft Speech and Pious 
Death, ibid. Mats chief Adherents Executed, 25 1. The 
Duke of Suffolk beheaded, ibid, Myat to ſave himſelf, ac- 
cuſes the Marqueſs of Exeter and the Lady Eligabeib, who 
were both imprifon'd thereupon 3 but before his Death 
2 of the Marqueſs on his Knees for the wrong 
he had done him, 252. Gardiner Biſhop of Winchelter, and 
Chancellour -Jabours to cut off Elizabeth on this pretence, 
tid. A 3 appointed at Oxford to convince 
the FHereticks, ibid. Their barbarous Uſage of Cramer; 
, Xidley and Latimer, 253. The Conditions of the Queens 
Marriage with King Philip, 253, 254- The Marriage 
- conſummated, ibid. Cardinal Pod comes into England with 
_, Legantine Authority, to re-matry the Kingdom to the 
: 3 His Oration to the Parliament, whom he 
Aſolves from Scbiſm and Hereſie, 257, The Queen de- 
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fires a Matrimonal Crown for King Philip, and the Refti- 

tution of the Church-Lands ; but the Parliament - refule - 
both, and why, p. 238. The Queen believes her ſelf 


f F oe 
with Child, and why, p. 259. Pepi Prayers for the 
Queens ſafe Delircly All proves a Sham, 201. 
| Queen Mary underſtood not. the ufe of a Warming Pan, 
| ibid, Her buraing Zeal my the Iererichs ibid. The 
Story of Cranmer's Martyrdom, p. 262. Popery baffled 


thereby, 265. The barbarous Cruelty of the Papiſts to < 

Paratine Couches and her Infant, in the Tſk of Guernſey, 266. 

| Queen Mary loſes Calice, and dies, 267 Queen de the 

. Second Endears that Name again to this Nation, 151. 

| a Nen Blieb. 9 

| An Abſtract of her General Hiſtory, p. 268, 259. The Moon 

not without Spots, nor Queen Elixabeth (tho a Yertnous 

Princeſs) without ſome Blemiſhes. bid. At ker firſt com- 

ing to the Crown, ſhe was in doubt whether to be Pap! 

or Proteſtant ; bid. Tho' People were for Popery mo- : 
derated, and the her ſelf had the Popiſh Service aid before 

her, bid. She forbids the Hoſt to be-Elevated before her; 

270. She is Courtedby King Phillip, ſeems at firſt inclin d 
to it, but is diſſwaded by ber Council, 270, 271. Fraue 
afraid of her Marrying with Spain, and, Why, ibid. She 
Eftabliſh'd the Proteſtant Religion as much out of Neceſ- 
ſity as Choice, ibid. She deliberates about it, and weighs 
the Dangers like to attend it, 222. Dangers from Abroad, 

and Davgers at Home confidered, ihid, After au, She 
concludes . upon Aboliſhing Popery, ibid. Her Acceſſion 
to the Crown confirmed by Parliament, 273. . SE. 1s Very 
tenacious of her Title to the Crown. and pet conſcious. of 
ſome defect in her own Title, ibid. The Lady Katherine 
Graz, ,younger Siſter of Lady Fane, marties the Earl. of 
Hartford, She is committed to Prifon, and her Rusband 
alſo, and why, 274. The Story of the Queen of Scots, 
from her Marriage with the Daulphin.of France to her being 
put to Death, trom p. 225, to 317. Her Clergy perſe- 
cuted the Proteſtant Diſſeaters, ibid. Three of them put 
to Death; p. 348. Her Affection to the Earl of Hex, She 
gives him a Ring, with a Promiſe upon fight of it, to be 

ind to him in the greateſt Exigence ; he ſends it to the 

Queen hen he was in the Tower, by the Counteſs of Nor- 
tingham, the by Cecil's' Perſwaſions keeps it, and never de- 
livers it to the Queen; p. 319. She diſcovers it to the Queen 
on ber Death. bed, and beg the Queens Pardon; which 
ſhe with fearful Curſes reſuſes to give her, ibid. The Queen 
never Enjoy d he ſclf afterwards, ibid. She buried her Pow- 
er, as well as her Affection, in the Grave of Eſſex. p. 320. 


An Abſtract of his General Hiſtory, p. 289. King ane 
the firſt of a New Race of Le 90. e He Is f Figs 
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Brut, ibid. His Picture in Miniature, drawn by one of 
dis Contemporaries, from p. 290. to 299, The Story of 
his Birth, 300. and the Fate of his Father and Mother, 
Jot. He is Crown'd in Scotland at Sixteen Years of Age, 
bid. He makes a Grant of the Kingdom of Scotland, to his 
Meſter Buchanon, without knowing what he did, ibid. 
He is made ſenſible of his Folly, and Buchanon burns the 
85 t, 302. He marries Anme of Denmark, ibid. Her 
Gallants, ibid. The Story of Earl Gowry, ibid. Prince 
- Henyy born, the __ Orkney pawns his Eftate to defray 
the Charge of his Chriſtening, 303. King Fame -s Ingra- 
titude to that Earl, ibid. Queen Elizaberb dying, he is Pro- 
claimd King of England, ibid. A Speech to King Fame: 
at his near Approach to London from 303. to 307. He makes 
the —4 9 reach from London to Edenborougb, ibid. 
A new holy-day for the Sham-deliverance from Gowry's 
Conſpiracy, ibid. Sir George Hewms a Scotch Favourite, 
p. 303, Cecil meets the King at Tork, and is declar'd 
Favourite, ibid. He held private Correſpence with the 
—. in Queen Elixabetbs time; and was like to have 
been diſcover d, with the way he took to Evade it, ibid. 
He puts the King upon a new Project to get Money, 30g. 
The Earl of Northampton and Earl of Suffolk Favourites, 
ibid. -Cecil made Earl of Salisbury; He ſhakes off thoſe 
that were formerly of his Faction; 310. Ruleigb, Carew, 
Lord Grey, and Lord Cobham, their Conſpiracy what it 
Was, ibid. and how unlikely, 311. No more than a Sham» 
Plot of Selizbwy's, to get rid of ſuch as he fear'd, and in- 
Sratiste himſelf with the King, ibid. Raleigh, how con. 
demn , Cobbam's hand brought againſt him, tho* not his Act 
and Deed; and how procur'd, 312. Salisbwy's Villanous 
2 againſt Releigh, he murders him by an Equivocation, 
and how, 313. Sir V. Ratiegh ſent into America, as General 
by the King, after fourteen years Impriſonment, 314. 
His deſign betray'd to the Spaniards by the King, which 
_ cauſes jt to miſcarry, ibid. He is again impriſoned by the 
inſtigation of Gondamer, 315. His Letter to King Famer - 
after his Return from Guiana, ibid. His Plea before the 
Judge, at Weſtminſter, 316, He is Beheaded, 317. His 
laſt Letter to his Wife, ibid. The true Cauſe of his Death 
confeſs d in a Letter to Mr. Cottiagton, the K ings Agent 
in Spain 319. Mr. Robert Carr a Favourite of King Famer, 
und how firſt introduc'd, 32 1. The King gives him 20000 J. 
and how Cecil alters the Kings Mind, and makes $002 ſerve, 
ibid. He takes Overbury into his Friendſhip, and falls in 
love with the Counteſs of Eſſex, which Overbury oppoſes, 322, 
323. They Plot to get rid of him, and how, ibid. Over- 
committed to the Tower, and why, 324. The Story 
of Overbury's Murder, and Somerſet's Marriage with the 
Counteſs of Eſſex, how brought about, p. 325. to 329. 
Mr. George Villers, à new Favourite, his Original, and how 
he is fick introduc'd at Court, ibid. Somerſer frets at it, 
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Br is ſtopt at the Seal. ibid. Somerſet bids defiance co Vitlers, 


. © ; 


30, He ſeeks for a general Pardon, which che King grants; 


33.  Overbur)'s Murder comes to be diſcover d, and the 
Kings Speech to the Judges thereupon, ibid. The Kings 
223 Diſſembling at his 5 with Somerlet, 332. 
Somerſet and his Counteſs apprehended for Overbury's Murder. 
ibid, - A Story of Sir Thomas Monjon,"y$33+ Of one Sion, 
a Servant of Sir Thomas Monſonv,and how he came to be acquit- 
ted, ibid. Sir Jervis Elvit Executed for overburys Murder, 
334. Two remarkable Paſſages at his Death, ihid. The 
Counteſs and Mrs. Turner try'd ibid. Sir Thomes Monſon 
arraign'd, and how he got off, 33 5. An inconfiderate Speech 
of the Chief Juſtice at Aonſon's Arraignment, 336. So- 
merſet refuſes to be try d, and ſays the King durſt not do it, 
ibid, The Kings Agouy upon that Account, 337. Somerſet 
perſwaded at laſt to take his Tryal, and how, ibid. Sir 
Francis Becon's Speech. at his Arraignmeat, from p. 334. 
to 347. Somerſet and the Counteſs condemn'd but not Exe- 
cured, 348. The wretched End of the Counteſs, with the 
Earl's Character, ibid. Somerſer's Fall, made way for Vit» | 
lers Riſe, 349- His Honours, and bow he advances his 
E indred. ibid. He is made Earl and Marqueſs of Bucking- 
an, ibid. His Debauchery, 350 He, marries the Eürl of 
Rutland's Daughter, and by what means, 361. The King 
ts out a Proclamation for Sports and Paſtimey on the Lords 
Pay. ibid, The Lord Mayor ſtops the Kings Carriages, on 
that Day, but afterwards releaſes them, 352. Prince Hen- 
ys Death, not without ſuſpicion of Poyſon, ibid. His Cha- 


rafter, 353. The Lady Elizabeth married to the prince 


Elector Palatine of the Rhine, of A blazing Star or Comer, 
354. Queen Am dies, ibid, A Copy of Verſes written 
upon her by King Fames, ibid. The Troubles of the Pala- 
tinate. how degun and continu'd, 355+ King Fames refuſes 
to aſſiſt his Son-in-law, and why, 457. The King ſends 
into Spain to treat of a Match there between Prince Charles 


and the Infama, 359. The Popes Letter to the Prince, of 


Wales, ibid. The Prince's Letter to the Pope, 366. Some 
Refletions thereon, 367. Articles relating to the Spaniſh 
Match, 364, 365. Private Articles Sworn to by the King, 
in favour of the Koman Catholicks, 352. The Prince's 
Conceſſions in their favour 363. Archbiſhop Abbors Letter 
to the King about the Spaniſb Match, 369. The King re- 
ſolv'd upon ic, yet it comes to nothing at laſt, and why, 
370. A Trick put upon Buckingham by the "Conde, Olivarer, 
when in Spain with the Prince, ibid. Two Court Secrets: 
472+ How the King came at laſt to hate Bnckingbam, ibid. 
He Affronts the Prince, 373. Why Buckingham hated the 
King, 374+ Diſcourſe between Teivertin and. the Duke in 
the Tower, 374, 375- What paſs d between tue King of Spain 
and the Prince of ales, at their parting, 378. The Kin 

Diſcourſe with the Lord Keel er about the Spaniſh March i 


- 


"THE GONTENES: 

Di. + The Dukes Farwel to Olive es, 379. Reflets 
on the Fate of the SpanifÞ March, 380. A Match wit 
France projected, 38 1. Articles of Marriage of the King 
of Great Britam with Madam Henrierta Maria of France, 

23282. Inſtructions given to Father Berule, &c. 384. Re- 
flections upon the Kings 7nſincerity, with reipett to Pope - 
xy, and the French Match, 386. The French Kings Breach 
of Promiſe; to King James, 386. Tue King falls Sick, is 

afraid of foul Play from Bucting bam, and why, 387. Bucking- 
bam applies a Plaiſter to the Kings Breſt, and gives him 
Drink twice with his own hand, 7:4. The King complains 
of it, ibid. He dies at ſheobalds, March 27. 1625. His 
Character, from 388. to 391. „ 

LG King Charles the Firſt. _ F 

An Abſtract of his General Hiſtory, p. 392, 393. His Reign 
uſher d in with a Prodigious Plague, 394. His Queens 
Popiſh- Houſhold, their Number, Salaries, @'c. 394. Their 
diligence in © propagating Popery, 395. They caule 

loud Clamours and Complaints, and are ſent back again; the - 
Queen ſets her Brother againſt her Husband, and forces 
him to Entertain her Popiſh Secvants again, ibid. The King 

| lies with the French Kings Demands, rather than with 
the Deſires of bis People, 396. He Summons a Parliament, 
and demands Supplies; they vote three Subſidies and three 
Fifteenths, and Enquire into the Miſcarriage of his Fleet, 
Employ'd by the French King againſt the Proteſtants at 
Roehel, ibid. and about the increaſe of Arminianiſm: Up- 
on which Mountague is queſtion'd, but protected by the King, 

-— - 397: Of the Original of Arminianiſm, ibid. Laud a great 

| Stickler for Ar minianiſm, his firſt Riſe, and how he obtain'd 
the Biſhoprick of St. Davids, 399. The Parliament Pro- 
rogu d to Oxferd by Buckinghams imfluence, againſt the 
Will of the Lord Keeper, 401. Eveltſh Ships lent to the 

» French, a remarkable Relation about that matter, 403. The 
King preſſes the Parliament for Supplies, and. Enquires into 
the Nations Grieyances, and eſpecially for Pardoning and 
tolerating Papiſts and Popery; for which the Secretary being 
queſtion'd, pleads the Kings Command, 404. A Declaration 

agreed to by the whole Houſe, 406. Why the Parliament 

inſiſt upon Redreſſing Grievances, ibid. Lord Keepers Speech 
to the Duke at Woodſtock, 407. The Parliament queſtion 
the Duke, and are diſſolv d, Aug. 12. 1625. p. 409. Their 
Declaration before their Diſſolution, ibid. An Account of 
the Nations Grievances, ſince King Fame his Death, 410. 

_ "The ill Succels of the Engliſh Fleet at Cadiz. 411. The 
Seal taken from my Lord Keeper #/iliams, p 412. The 
Kings Coronation, 413. Another Parliament calld to Sit 
four Days after, ibid. A brief Account of the Tranſactions 
during! this Kings Second Parliament, from their firſt fitting 
to their Diſſolution, p. 413. to 423, The Concluſion, ibid. 
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HAT the Writing of a True Secret Hi- 
ſtory 18a moſt neceſſary and uſeful Under- 

4 taking, appears from hence, That it both 
ſets things in a true Light, and ſhews the Secret 

Springs and real Cauſes from whence ſo many 

- ſtrange and various Effects have proceeded ; which 

oftentimes has been very different from What has 

been pretended: And as thoſe Pretences were only 


deſign'd for a Blind to obſcure the Obliquity f 


thoſe Actions which they endeayour'd to hide from 
the World, ſo the taking away of thoſe falſe Sub- 
tertuges, and bringing the Truth of things to Light, 
does both inform our Judgments, and rectifie thoſe 


Miſtakes which have ſo long been obtruded upon 


the World. It is indeed a difficult Work, both 
as well for the Antiquity of the things we are to 
treat of, in many of theſe Reigns; as alſo becauſe 
in thoſe that are nearer us, there has been ſo much 
Care and Caution us d, to conceal the inward and 
particular Motives of their Actions from us: Vet 
according to our Collections of thoſe Ancient Re- 
mains that are left unto the World, and the Con- 
ferences, Acts and Inſtruments of late 1 
3 nan 


3 | The Invrodattion. | 

fall deliver the Secret Tranſactions and Courſe of 
x Affairs to the PublickV ie without Paſſion or Parti- 
ality ; Endeavouring to be of no Side but that of 
Truth, as it ſtall appear to our Apprehenſion. And 
that we go no farther. backward than Wilan the 
Firſt, Sirnamed the Conqueror, is becauſe we think it 
buta needleſs piece of Curioſity to look farther back 
into the Limes paſt, than we can well diſcern, and 
whereof we can neither have Proof nor Profit: For 
indeed, had we the particular Occurrents of all Na- 
tions and all Ages, It might more incumber, but 
not better our Underſtandings : We ſhall find the 
fame” Corrcfpondencies to hold in the Actions of 
Men; their Vertnes and Vices the fame, tho' riſing 
and falling according to the Worth or Weakneſs 
of Governours: The Cauſes of the Ruines and 
Changes of Common-Wealths to be alike; and-the 
Train of Affairs, carried by the Precedent in a 
Courſe of Succeſſion, under the like Figures. 


We have only this farther to inform our Reader, 
That tho? the Secret Hiſtory of each King, is the 
Principal Deſign of this BOOK; yet we ſhall intro- 
duce the Secret Hiſtory of each Reign, with a 
Mort Abſtract of the General Hiſtory of each 
Prince. Which as it will not take up much of our 
Room, fo it will give the Reader a better Idea of 
hat he ſhall find in the Secret Hiſtory. 
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of TM FIC. = "a 2 . 2 ; 
1s 8 - . ee aht 
d 4 F ILLEAM the Firſt, (by ſome | called the 
ne Conquerour) was Baſtard Son to Robert Duke 
A of Normandy, and after his Father's Deceaſe 
ſucceeded him in that Pukedoms A upon, 
PP GS - the Death of Edward the Can bad 
. dum to the Crown of England: To obrain which, he prepar' 4 4 
Ty Tbouſand Ships, furniſv'd with Men, Horſe, and all Warlike Provi- 
ne font, and ſailing for England, Landed on the Coaſt of Sullex; at 
0 efter a bloody Butte! at Haſtings, obrain d tbe Very 2 | 
2 * Harold, with the + laughter of near Seventy thouſand men on 15 
fides 3 wherein Harold bimſelf being ſlain, Duke William game 
ch zo London, and was Receiv d and Crown'd at Weſtminſter, by 
ur Aldred:Atchbiſbop of York. He uſed his Vifory Tyramically, dij- 
of Ml poſing moſt of ibe Engliſh of their Lande, and giving thim w 


Normans ; for which Oppreſſions be was continually moleſted ; ſome- 
zimes with the Danes, then with the Welſh, and ar other times with 
the Scots out of Ireland; befides his Troubles in Normandy among 
his oven People : He deſtroy'd and laid waſte all tbe. Countrey. oc« 
twixt York and Durham for the ſpace of Sixty Miles: And in 
Hampſhire pull d down Thirty fix Churches, and deſtroy d many Towns, 
and Villages for the ſpace of Thirty Miles, to make 4 Foreſt of, fur 
Wild Beaſt And having Reign d over England Twenty Tears, Ten 
Months, and odd Days, he died at Roan in Normandy, Sept. 9. 
1087. Aged Sixty four Tears ; and was with ſome difficulty buried 
2. Caen in Normandy; having left che Dukedom of Normandy to 
bis Eldeſt Son Robert, and the Kingdom of England 10 bis Second Son 
William, who ſucceeded him, Thus far his General Hiſtory. 


* 


As for his Secret Hiſtory, it began before his Birth, which 
was a Work of Darkneſs, and therefore a Secret thing: For 

rk Duke of Nerman!y; the Sixth in deſcent from Rollo, Ri- 
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nn: The True Secret Hiſtory of 3 * 3 
ding through Falais, à Town in ans 0 ſaw certain young, 


Perſons Dancing near the Way; and as H ftay'd ſome time to 
+ behold their Paſtime, he particularly fix'd his eye upon 2 
young Damſel named Arlofte, who was but of mean Birth, 
being but a Skinners Daughter-z-ſhe. Dancing there among, the 
reſt," the Duke was ſo.taken with her Perſon and Dancing, that 
the ſame Night he caus d her ſecretly to be brought to his Bed, 
of whom he then begot this Villiam: And ſo laſcivious was 
this Arlotte reported to be in her behaviour, when the Duke ap- 
proachd to embrace her, — the Engliſb afterwards 
(atiamyg an Aſpiration to her. ) from her, calld every 
unchaſte Woman a Harlot. . Afro 
This King being the firſt of the Norman Race, and coming 
in, as fome would have it, by Conqueſt, and acting by his 
own Arbitrary Will and Pleaſure; is by ſome Writers of later 
years mightily cryd up for making Engliſh Men Slaves and 
entailing Slavery upon us even to this Day: For Dr. Fulbeck 
in his Pandects of the Law of Nations, Cbap. 10. p. 69. hath 
theſe. Words: For England 08 much I dare ſpeak, and under the 
Rule of "Modeſty proteſt, That ſince the Univerſal Conqueſt of Wil- 
Lam, who firſt Commanded and Impoſed Tribute upon this Land, 
ConqueMys" may Command) Tribuze and Subſidy have been as juſtly, 
both by the Law of GOD and the Law of Nations, pat in England 
4 in Jewry ; yea, and juſtly continued, as 4 Remembrance of a Con. 
queſt; To the lame purpoſe one Blackwood alſo Writes, 
conclading, That we are al] Slaves by reaſon of the Conqueſt, But 
' theſe "Gentlemen leaves, as much in love with Slavery as 
they are, the Caſe is far otherwiſe; nor did King William him- 
elf lay an) claim to the Crown by Conqueſt: Tis true, he 
actech like a Conquerour in the Courſe of his Reign 3 and like 
. Rveral of his Succeſſors, trampled upon thole Laws he had 
© - ſworn to preſerve ; depteſſing the Engliſh by all manuer of 
ways, advancing his Normans, and ſuppſying all Vacancies with 
them, both in Church and State; inſomuch that ſcarce any No- 
ble Family of Engliſb Blood was ſuffered to bear either Office 
or Authority within the Realm: Seizing all the Foreſts. and 
Chaces inthe Kingdom into his own poſſeſſion; and not only ſo, 
but to make a great Foreſt near the Sea in Hampſbire, he diſ- 
peopfed Villages and Towns; laying all waſte for about the 
ſpace of Thirty” Miles, to make a Deſart for Beaſts of Chace. 
Tue great end pretended for ſuch an unexampled piece of 
Tyranny as his de ſtroying ſo many Villages, was, the great de- 
light he tobk in Hunting: But its ſecret and true cauſe was, to 
make a place of Footing for his Noymans, and other Friends 
out of France; in vaſe the Engliſh: (hom his Tyrannical Go- 
vernment had irritated to the higheſt degree) ſhould attempt 
a Revolt. And the more to enſlave the Engliſh, he cauſed the 
Lays to be turned into the Norman Language, which was a 
Barbarous and a Broken French, not welt underſtood of the 
French themſelres, and not at all of the Vulgar Engliſh; and by 
; this” 
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this means becoming ignorant of the Laws, many were thereby 
*Extreamly intangled; and others for the breach of em rather 

made away, than juſtly Executed; which was his Secret Inten- 
tion herein. Acting in this Caſe rather worſe than Caliguls, 
of whom it is reported, That when he intended to make Ad- 
vantage of his penal dicts, he cauſed them to be written in 


ſo ſmall Letters, and the Tables of them to be faſiened ſo high, 


that it was impoſſible any Man ſhould read them. He alſo 
cauſed all the Monaſteries and Abbeys to be ſearched, upon 
the Specious pretence of the Rebels and their Aſſiſtants having 
conveyed their Riches into thoſe Religious Houſes, as into 
places priviledged, and free from Seizure; but the Secret In- 
tent of King Villiam was, under the Colour thereof, to diſ- 
cover what Treafure they had, and then to Rob them of it; 


which he alſo did, ſeizing upon the Plate, Jewels and Treaſure 


of all the Monafteries in England, . ſeveral of thoſe Re- 
ligious Houſes wholly into his own Poſſeſſion, and ſeking u 

the Liberty of others, which they were afterwards forced to 
redeem at very high and Exceſſive Rates: And ſeveral of the 
Strangers which he Entertainedſin his Pay, he diſperſed into 
many of theſe Religious Houſes, and ſome alſo among the 
Nobility; his Secret Deſign thereby being both to favour his 
own Purſe, and to have always a Watch over them of whoſe 

Allegiance he had any ſufficient, And for the common fort 
of People, he diſarmed them, and by a Law Enacted that in all 
Towns and Villages they ſhould xing a Bell at Eight a Clock 

at Night, and that upon the ringing thereof, all the Tahabi- 

rants ſhould put out both their Fire and. Candle, and go to Bed 

ſecretly by that means deſigning to prevent their aſſocjating 
together in the Night. leſt thereby any Plots or, Conſpiracies 


ſhould be carried on againſt him: Compelling them to imitate. 4. 


the Norman Faſhions; inſomuch that their Children at Schoaf 


- were taught their Letters and Principles of Grammar in te 


Norman - Language. 


But tho all thoſe proceedings do ſufficiently ſhew him * 1 
Tyrannical and Arbitrary Prince, and one who: defa'd_the 


intire ſubjecting of the Nation to the Will and; Pleaſure of 
the Normans, yet did not the King ſo much as pretend to an 
abſolute Conqueſt, which will ſufficiently appear by tha man · 
ner of his Coronation; which I will here inſert, it not being 
commonly to be met wit. ry 9 7 obo 
Duke #/illiam being Couſin German to K ing Edward the 
Confeſſor, did aſter the Death of that King pretend, that 
the Right of the Crown truly devolved vpon him; and not 
only ſo, but alſo that the ſaid Edward had deſigned him for his 
Succeſſor, and by his laſt Will had bequeathed the Kingdom 
to him : And this was confirm d by the Conſent of the Nobi- 
lity, and principally of Harold himſelf ; who had ſworn to him, 
That he would aſſiſt him in the obtaining of the Crown of 


England; if eyer Edward died without iſſue. But it ſeems Oaths 
Of + * 80 ys d — 
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are but kttle regarded, when a Crown is in the way; for King 

_ "Edward being Dead, Harold (inſtead of aſſiſting Duke William 
ſet the Crown upon his own Head: which the Duke hearing, 
ſent over an Ambaſſador to him, requiring him to remember 
the Oath he had made to the ſaid Wiliam in the time of bis Ex- 
tremity; (for he was then his Prifoner in Normandy : ) But 
' Harold being now at liberty, and in Poſſeſſion of the 1 hrone, 
return'd for Anſwer, That as for him to take an Oath to, deliver up 
the Inker itame of any Realm, without the genera] Crnſent and Allow- 
ance of the Senate and People, could not but be a piece of great Preſump- 
tion; yea, alilo be might have juſt Title ſo to do; Wherefore it 
war an unreaſonable” Requeſt of the Duke now to require bim to re- 
nowice the Kingdom, in which ke was ſo well ſettſed, to ibe good liking 

of and content of the People. Upon the receiving of this unkind Re- 
turn from Harold, by way of Anſwer to his Demand,the Norman 

© Duke (that he might not be aſtogether his own Judge) refers 
himſelf to the Pope (which at that time was Alexander the Se- 
cCond) to decide the matter, and fo reſolved that the infallible 
Chair ſhoul1 determine who had the Juſteſt Right to the Crown 
and K ingdom, Harold or Himſelf: And the Roman Pontif (like a 

$i good Old Gentleman, who would not be behind hand wich him 
. Civility for ſo great a kindneſs as was the Appealing to him, 
Aud thereby flattering him with a Judicatory Power over Prin- 
ces was "ry eaſily induc'd to Pronounce Sentence on Duke 
 Williants behalf: Who being thus ſtrengthen d by a threefold 

- Claim, di. His ſucceeding to King Edward in the Kingdom by 
Right of Inheritance, the Bequeſt of the Crown to him by the 
Confeffor, and the Popes Definitive Sentence in his Favour, he 
reſolved to try what he could do to gain the Poſſeſſion of it by 
Force of Arms ;” for Furl, it ſeems, regarded not all theſe 


| N William therefore cqnvening his Parliament, or Aſſem- 
bdblp of three Eſtates, which conſiſted of the Clergy, Nobility 

* and Commons, the Nobility promis d to ſerve him, and the 
- _ Clergy and People to aid him with Money, according to their 
© Feveral Abibties. ' So that being thus ſupply'd, and aſfiſted, with 
ſeveral othervof his Friends, makes for England, and arrived 
Ata place in*Suſſex called Peveneſſy, (now Penyer) and was no 
Fooner on Land, but by his Proclamation he declared upon what 
occaſions he thus entered the Realm, and fo piepared to give 
Harold Battel;” And as Perjury ſeldom or never eſcapes un- 
Puniſbed, ſo here was a viſible inftance of the Divine Juſtice 
Wo Harold for his Breach of "Oath and Covenant to the Duke; 

or in the Battel of 1 75 be met with his Reward, loſing 
both his Crown and his Life at once; leaving William to finiſh 
the Day with Victory, over thoſe that were yet reſolved to diſ- 


Pute the Cauſe wich hn. e 
And being thus rid of his Stubborn Enemy, in the heat of the 
hace he got to London, and poſſeſſed himſelf of that Kingdom 
"which he pretended was his own by Right before, _ — 


* 


Titles we have already mention'd, | Yet was it not in any ſuch 
haughty and inſulting way as many wou'd fain Have us 
to believe, upon their bare Credit and Teftimony: No, he 
choſe the more grateful and complying Artifices of a Courtier, 
and ſettled himfelf in it by a mutual Agreement and expreſs 
Compact, as will appear by the manner of his 3 
which! before promis d to inſert, and to which this A 
his Claim and Coming - over, is but preliminary. 1 
The Duke having gotten the Battel at Zafings on the 1405 
of October 2066. was the Chriſtmas following Crown d at Weſt- 
minſter, by Aldred Archbiſhop of Tork, (e Archbiſkop of 
Canterbury, not being held to be Canonically inveſted in his 
See ) At his Coronation, the Excellent and moſt Famous Laws 
of St. Edward being ſhewed to him, and he being asked, 
Whether be wuld govern the Realm by thoſe Laws? He anſwered, 
He would ; The Archbiſhop then asked the ( Engliſh ) People, 
hed world Aſſent to bade the Duke their Ring? And if be ſbould then 
be Crowned? To which they all with an Unanimons Conſent, 
Anſwered, Yea, Yea, Wherenpon he took the Coronation- 
Oath ; the ſenſe of which take as fol ,n. 
This Scepter 1 moſt thankfully receive, end with it do moſt Fo- 
Lenny Promiſe and Swear 10 Gavern both. Church and State in Peace. 
And I Pow to Rule my Subjefs with that Fuſtice and prudent Care 
as becomes a good King, I will ( with the Advice and Conſent 
any Great Council) Enaſt Right Laws : Which done, be witneſs al 
ve aw” that to the utmoſt of ny Power, I will my felf relig. 
obſerve and keep it: For what can be more vain and ent u 
. the common Reaſon of all Mankind, than for 4 Prince 1 + antl 
Solemnty to or:lain 4 Law, aud the next -moment after to breab An 4. 
brogate it in his Cloſet? All Rapines I will förbid, an A Falſe 
- Tudpments * No Nlegal or Arbitrary Als, under the Pretence of 
Prerog ative Royal, will I ſuffer er permit, to the oppreſſion of my 
Engliſh Sdbje@s, between whom and ny Normans, I wl adminiſter 
Equal Right. And thut G 0.D, Angels, m Normans, and you, may all 
be Witneſſes & Parties to theSincerity of my Heart, That I will not take 
the Engliſh-Mens Inberitancesiby Injuſtice, or thruſt then our of their 
Ptrernel Poſſeſſions:by Wrong : That I have not, r pill not pretend 
70 any Abſolute or Deſputical Power, over their Lives Liberties and 
FEffates; nor violate, break, or alter the Fundamental Rights of 
the Kingdom (ar Tyrants do who only deſign to inſlave their People.) T 
do bere,Solemnly Promiſe and Swear in the Preſence of all the mig 
Powert, inviclably no obſerve and heep the Sacred Laws of St. Ed - 
NT bane hi. bibo of 1 
Which being ſäid, the Archibſhop of rorb ſet the Imperial 
Crown upon William's Half: And . : Duke of Norman 
.dy, he was Created King of England. 2 | 8 
And now, Reader, I will leaye thee to Judge, whether Duke 
William's overcoming King Harold at the Battel of Haſtings, 
looks like an abſolute Conqueſt of Exgtand; or whether abſo- - 
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he-was.not admitted to the Crown by a Solemn Compact, and 
mutual Agreement? | | ee eee 
If it be abjetted, That he ated contrary to what he had ſo 
| Only remix and ſworn, I readily grant it: And yeteven 
the moſt arbitrary things be Acted, were done under the ſpecious 
Fretengeg of Reforming the Laws : not being willing to own 
"_ Open violation of them: Nor did he ſo pertinaciouſly in- 
ift upon the Alterations he had, made, but that upon Com- 
Plaint.made to him, he often redreſs'd. their Grievances. And 
_ therefore after he had cauſed the Laws to be put into the Nor- 
Man Language, the agrieved Lords and People of England, ten- 
| geting their humble Petition, and beſeeching him, in regard of 
Hi Oath.made at his Coronation, and by the Soul of St. Ed- 
ward, from whom he had the Crown and kin dom, under whoſe 
Aus they were Born and Bred, that he would not add that 
ſery, to deliver em up to be judged by a ftrange Law they 
underſtgod not: Whereupon the King gave Command to his 
Juſticisxies to ſee that the Lawsof St. Edward, (which were fo 
Called, not that he made em, but that he Collected them out 
of Mereben Law, Dane. Lam, and Weſtſex-Law ) ſhould be invio- 
lably obſerved throughout the Kingdom: Tho after all, it muſt 
be confeſſed that that Command was rather given to quiet the 
People, with a ſhow. of the continuation of their ancient Privi- 
Jedges, than that they did indeed enjoy them; for (as others 
of his Succeſſors have done ſince ) whilſt he ſeemed to preſerve 
and defend, he ſecretly. was » undermining their Liberty: 
. _ Whereas bad he kept ſtrictly to the obſervance of his Coro- 
Say homight have liy'd more belov'd, and dy'd more 
mented To conclude. I. know no better Teſtimony of 
bim that can be given, than out of his own Mouth: For lying 
an his Death-Bed, ( where Men are moſt ready to ſpeak the 
Truth) theſe were his Words: The Engliſh I bated, the Nobles I 
diſbenoured, the Commons I truly uexed, and many I umjuſt) diſinheri- 
ted in the County of York, and ſundry other Places; an innumerabl- 
Jort with Eunger and Sword I Slew; gnd. thus that Beautiful and i 
Noble Nation, I made deſolate with the Deaths of many Thouſands. 
But how he was forſaken at his Death, and with what diffi- 
culty his dead Body obtain'd a place of Burial, the Reader W 
mes be imformed from thoſe who have Written his General 
Oo tt or 


WW * * 
* - * 


* £ 


O K , 
3; 4 wh ' | * a 


\ 


- 
* 
* - 
z 
» 
* 


* 


THE 


x; 


| TrueSECRET HISTORY 


O 4 | 

| | F | 

. 90 4 F 
: * 9 * 


King WILLIAM the Second, 
Sirnamed RUFUS. 


IL LIAM the Second, ( firnamed Rufus, by reaſon - 
* of bis red colour) mas ſecond Son z0 William the Firſt, 
| and was Crowned King of England at Weſtminſter, 
by Lanfrank Archbiſhop o Canterbury, bis Elder Brother Robert 
2 Duke of Normandy, who ltkewiſe claimed the Crown, but 
= was pacified by the Mediation of Ring William's Friends, and the 
Fromiſe of 3000 Marks 4 Tear, Robert having left England, 
ſoon after Malcome Xing of Scots inuaded it, burning and ſpoil ing 
as far as Cheſter : And no ſooner was there Peace made between 
Xing William and Malcome, but be and his Brother Robert fell 
aug again, and again were reconcild: pon which Malcome, Ki 
F Scots, made another inrode into England, but being Pucouner dy 
Robert Mouhray Earl of Nothumberland, the Xing and hir 
Son were there both Slain. William and bis Brother Robcre failing 
out the third time, are after much trouble again reconcil'd, and then 
Robert went to [eruſalem, and Conquer'd it. Many fearful things 
bappened in this Kings Reign, as Earthquakes, Dreadful Lightning. 
Apparitions, Blazing Comets, Innundations and Deluges, to the De- 
ſtruſtion of the People, and much Land was over-whelmed by the Sea, 
never to be recovered, among which were Earl Goodwin's Lande, now 
called Goodwins Sands. hen he had reigned near Thirteen Tears, 
be was Slain by an Arrow in New - Forreſt, by Sir Walter Tyrrel 
4 French Knight, and being brought to Wincheſter in 4 Collier's 
Cart, was there buried Anno. 1100. on the 24 of Auguſt — 
Thus far his General Hiſtory. aher 
is Secret Hiſtory begins with the begianing of his Reign, 
for the Stepping into the Throne before bis Elder Brother, was 
a. Secret Contrivance; which he was ſo intent about, that 
he left his Father in a Dying condition, that he might be ready 
to Seize wr. Kingdom, before his Brother Kobert :.* Tis 
true, he had it by his Father's Will; who by this A 20 4 47 
the Right of Primogeniture, and by a Secret Contrivance be- 
een him and his Father, his Eldeſt Brother was abſent in ver- 
9 ut? . - * * * 1 87 max 


would otherwiſe have done: For, notwithſtanding lus Father's 


thought was the ſureſt way to go to work; and therefore goes 


therein; for tho he got the Love of many, yet he Joſt the 


— 


gel, and ond vor be ſatis, till be had cans'd Bee to pay 


the Reins upon his Neck) gave himſelf up to all 1.icentiouſ-| 
. neſs, preying upon all that ftood in his way, eſpecially upon 


it was uſual with'him to keep them in his own Hands; and one 
Hands; all which he let out to Farm, and receiv'd the Profits; 


up by his Succeſſors, That the Kings of England receive the 


Fo longer, but that in a dangerous Fit of Sickneſs he had fome 
KFeluctancy of Mind, or Qualms of Conſcience about it; and 


to ye True Secret Hiſtory of 
mam, whilſt he poſſeſs d himſelf both of the Kingdom, and i 
His Father's Treaſure , and thereby diſappointed his Brother of i 
making, thoſe Efforts for the Recovery * the Crown, which he 
] 
Will, it was the Opinion of many, that the Right of Succeſſion 
lay in Robert; and that it was not in the Power of the King to 
diſ-inherit his Eldeſt Son, and to appoint another to ſucceed him. 

And this gave him no ſmall Trouble; for notwithſtanding 
his Father's Will, he knew well enough he muſt both be put in, 
and hold Poſſeffion of the Crown, by the Will of the King- 
dom : And the way he took to purchaſe that, was by privately 
promiſing to the Engliſh the Redreſſing of their Grievances, 
and ſecretly bribing the Normans with large Gifts. This he 


down to Wnchefter, where his Father's Treaſures lay, and pro- 
fuſely ſquander'd away all that which with ſo much Care and 
Avarice his Father had amaſſed together: This he di ſtributes 
among ſt his Normans, aud yet obtain d not altogether his End | 
Love of more, not being able to content all. And afterwards 
failing of his promiſed Supplies to the Normans, (who expected 


he hewld be always giving) and taking from the Engliſh 'thoſe 


Liberties he pretended to give em, it procured him a general 
Hatred, and forced him to. all thoſe diſhonourable Shifts for 
raiſing of Money, that could be deviſed 3 inſomuch that he re- 

Uumed his own former Grants. IS 

Tis true, whilft Layfrank lived, who was a Prelate of great 

Piety and Vertue, (as the Times then went) he conceal his 
Vices, and kept himſelf in ſome good order; but he being 
dead, the King (as one got looſe from his Chain, and having 
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the Clergy, as thoſe amongſt whom he found the richeſt Boo- 
ties: And where a rich Biſnoprick, or Abbey, became vacant, 


time he had no lels than three Biſhopricks, to wit, Canterbury, 
Winchefter, and Salisbuty, and twelve Abbeys, all in his own 


he frft introducing that Cuftum which has been ever fince kept 
Temporalities of Biſhops Sees, as long as they remain vacant. 


The Archbiſhoprick of Canterbury he kept in his own Hand, af - 
ter the Death of Lanfrant, Four Years; and would have d one 


fearing be ſhould die, he conferred the Biſhoprick of Canterbury 
upon Anſelm, and the Biſhoprick of Lincoln upon Robert Bloet, il 
two Eminent Men of that Time: But as ſoon as he recover d 
his Health, he repented of the Good he had done in his Sick- 


cool, 
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ooo l. and had alſo receiv'd conſiderable Summs of Money 
rom Anſelm; which tho' he tranſacted ſecretly, came foon 


er to be publickly known, to his great Diſhonour: Which 
her's made one ſay of him, That be repented not more in Time of Sich» 
ſſion ¶Myeſs of the Evil be bad done in Health, than being in Health he re- 
g to Mpented of the Good be had d me in Sickneſs ; So that in him this Pa- 
him. {Wh adox was verified, That there was nubing made him Sick but Health, 
ling Wen! nothing made bim be in Health but Srchneſs, But theſe were 
t in, Mpot all the ways he had of getting Money, as I ſhall! preſently 
ing- Whew you; and indeed he had ſo many, and many of them ſo 
ately unjuſt, that it ſeemed he cared not how he got his Money, fo 
nces, Ie did but get it. Having once agreed to pay the King gg 
is he ¶ France a great Sum of Money, he raiſed it in this manner: Un- 
goes der a Pretence of wanting Soldiers for his Wars in Normandy, 
pro- Nhe cauſed 20000 Men to he levied ; and when they were juſt 
and ready to take Shipping, the King lets em know, that whoſo- 


ver would pay Ten Shillings towards the levying of Soldiers 
n Normandy, ſhould be excus'd from going, and tarry at Home. 
his Offer appear'd ſo plauſible, that there was ſcarce a Man 
hat did not accept of the Condition. This was one of the 
Wnolt innocent ways he took, but he ſtuck not at thoſe that were | 
thoſe far worſe ; for he not only uſually ſold all Spiritual Preferments 
eral go them which would give moſt, hat he alſo took Fines of 
s for Prieſts for Fornication 3 and took Money of the Fews, to cauſe 
e re- Much of them as were converted, to renounce Chriſtianity, and 
eturn to Judaiſm ; their Unbelief bringing him more Advan- 
zreat ¶ tage than their Converſion. For a young Few being converted 
T his ro the Chriſtian Faith, and his Father being very much troub'ed 
zeing War it, preſented the King wich Sixty Marks, defring that TP 
wing would order his Son to return to his former Judaiſm : Whe 

jouſ- {Wupon the King, being willing to earn the Money, ſent for the 


upon young 7ew, commanding him to return to the Rebgion of his 


Boo- Nation, without any more ado. But th* young Man, nothing 
cant, Wdaunted, very ſmartiy anſwer*d, That he wondred his Majeſty 
| one ¶ won d uſe fuch Words ; for being a Chriſtian þimſelf, be ſhoul4 much 

bury, Nratber perſwade bim to Chriſtianiry : With which Anſwer the King 
own was ſo confounded, that he commanded the young Man to get 


ofits; out of his Sight. But the young Man's Father (the old Few) - - 
kept {Wſecing the King could do no good upon his Son, demanded bis 
> the ¶ Money again: No, ſaid the King, I have tagen Pains enough for the 
cant. ,, 15 I har't turn d bim; and yer, faid the-King, that you 
d, af- ny ſee how bindly I will deal with you, you ſhall have one half, and 


the other ba!f you can't in Conſcience deny me. He alſo cauſed di- 
ſome vers of the Nobility to pay grievous Fines for very ſmall 
Tranſgreſſions, of which he had ſecret Notice given by ſach 


rb Spies as, he had lurking in every Place. He alſo ſet forth a 
Bloet, ¶ Proclamation, forbidding any to go out of the Realm without 
ver d his Licenſe ; the Pretence for which, was, that they might not 
Sick ſtir up Enemies againſt him abroad: But the ſecret Intent of it 
o pay Vas, that they might pay well for their Licenſe : = 180 
| 8 Ougn 
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Hrought him in no little Gain; for many, by reaſon of the 
Oppreſſions they lay under at Home, were ſo diſcontented, that 
they choſe rather to content him for giving them Leave to go 
Abroad. And from hence grew the Cuſtom, or Law, Ne Exear 
Negro; for, as one well obſerves, Precedents of Servitule are ſure 
40 Poe when Precedents of Liberty are ſt ill born. 5 
Viſtorians tell us, That this King valu'd himſelf much upon 
keeping his Word, and being juſt ro what he had promis d; 
and that he often uſed to ſay, That even God bimſelf was obliged 
by bis Word: But his ſecret Deſign in ſo ſaying, was, That Men 
might be careful to Keep their Words to him, rather than that 
2. intended to keep his to them: Or elſe why did he not take 
are to keep his Word to his Brother Robert, to whom. he pro- 
mis d to leave the Kingdom of England, after his Deceaſe, but 
5 it not? Why elſe alſo did he not keep his Word to 
bis Engliſh Subjects, to whom, in the Time of the Rebellion of 
the Norman Lords, he promiſed, That if they would now ſtick 
to him, they ſhould have their Ancient Laws reftor'd, and be 
Allowed to hunt in his Foreſts ; which Promiſe he kept not at 
Al, or at leaſt quickly brake it? Nay, why did he not keep 
his Word with G O D himſelf, to whom (being ſick at Glou- 
7 and in ſome Hazard of his Life) he made a ſolemn Vow, 
That if he Recovered, he would lead a new Life, and leave off 
his diſorderly Courſes; but being Recovered he grew more 
_ diſorderly than he had been before? So that if we muſt make 
our juègment from his greateſt Actions, it cannot be ſaid he 
was juſt to his Word, But juch # the Privilege that Princes 
claim over their Subjects, that if they make 4 Promiſe,» it maſt be 
xl and tho they break it, yes they will allow none to que» 
ſtion it. RTE 
Hieis charged by ſome with beingextreamly Laſcivious; but 
no particular Inftances thereof appearing, I ſhall not ſay much 
thereunto; tho, if it be conſidered that he was a ftrong- 
bodied Man, and never married, it may bs probable enough 
that that Vice did not eſcape him; yet Probabilities are not al- 
ways concluding. .*Tis true, he had one baſe Son, named 
Burtranns, whom he advanced to Honour, and matched into 
a Noble Family: But, as one Swallow does not make a Summer, 
ſo neither is one ba'e Son enough to denominate him an ex- 
zreemly laſcivious Perſon. | | OF 
Far more evident it is, that whatever Pretences he made to 
Religion, he ſecretly was an irreligious Man; as will appeat by 
theſe Inſtances following: He appointed a Diſputation to be 
held between che Chrifligns and the Fews ; the Fews, before the 
Day came, to the end they might have an indifferent Hearing, 
rought the King a Preſent ; which the King not only receiy'd, 
but encouraged them to quit themſelves like Men; and ſwore 
by St. Luke's Face, which was his uſual Oath, That if they pre- 
 vaulid by Diſputation, he would himſelf turn Few, and be of 
-- heir Religion, At another time, Fifty Gentlemen bring ve: 
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hat Weus'd of Hunting, and killing the King's Deer, which they dee 
go MWnying, were condemned to the Ordeal, or Tryal by Fire; 
which, through the Divine Aſſiſtance, they paſſed through un- 
touch'd: By which means the King being deceiv'd of thoſe” 
Confiſcations he expected, ſaid, Bom bappens this] Is GOD & 

uſt Fudge in ſuffering it? Now a Murrain take him that believes it: 
Which was a very blaſphemous and irreligious Saying, And 

therefore his reſtraining of his Subjects from going, to Rome, 


en and with-holding the Annual Payment of Perer-Pexe ; whereby 
at he ſeemed: not ſo much to approve of the Pope's Proceedings, 
re or the Romiſh Religion, as divers Kings before him had done, 
0» WF was rather attributed to his Covetouſneſs, and Irreligion, than 
it to any right Notions that he had of Truth: Tho” he would of- 
o Wl ten ſay, That they (that is, the Popes) follow not the Trace of 
H. Peter, but greedily gape after Gifts and Rewirds; and, Thar 

k bey retain not bis Power, whoſe Piety they do not imitate, * Tis cer- 


tain he was no Bigot to the Komiſh Religion; for he wou'd often 

ſay, That he b-liev'd not the Praying to Saints could avail any Man 

in the Sight «of GOD, and therefore ſaid, Neither will I, nor any 

other that it wiſe, make Interceſſion either to Peter, or any other- 

„„ 5 FL 

As to his Death, tho it comes not ſo properly within the 

Compaſs of Secret Hiſtory, being recorded by moſt Hiſtori- 

ans; yet fince very few have given us all the Particulars there- 

of, I will here relate it; and ſo much the rather, as it ſnews 

the Secret Curſe of God thaz followed both the Father and the 5 

Son, for their deſtroy ing Towns, Villages, and Churches, and 

depopulating the Councry for 30 Miles together, of which I 

have ſpoken in his Father's Reign. I will therefore firſt ſhew . 

the manner of the King's Death, and then thoſe Remarkable” 

Circumſtances that attended it. — The King being reſolv'd- 

on the Day after Lammas- Duy (which is the firſt of Auguſt) to 

£0 a Hunting in the New. Foreſt, about Dinner-time an Artifi- _ / 

cer came to bim with Four very ſtrong Croſs-bows, of which he 

kept two himſelf, and deliver the other two to his Bow= . 

Bearer, which was Cir Valter Tyrrel, a Knight of Normandy, 

ſaying, Here, Tyrrel, take you'theſe two, for you know how to ſhoot 

to purpoſe. And ſo going to Dinner, and there drinking more 

liberaily than uſual, he afterwards rid out to New Foreſ, where, 

as he was hunting at a Place call'd Charingham, he lightly 

wounded a Deer with an Arrow; and the Deer running 

away, the King ftay*d his Horſe to look after it, holding his 

Hand over his Eyes, becauſe the Beams of the Sun ( which was 

then near ſetting ) dazled his Sight; and another Deer at the 

lame time ram” 24 the way, Sir Walter Tyrrel, before named, 

aiming to ſhoot the Deer, (as tis faid) by a Glance of the 

Arrow, ftrook the King full upon the Breaſt, who only giving 

a heavy Groan, immediately fell down dead, neither by Speech, 

nor Motion ſhewing the leaſt Sign of Life; and only fo much 

ef the Arrow as was without his Body, was found r , _ | 
whether 1 
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. whether with his Hand, or by his Fall, is not known, The 
Men that were neart ſt him (eſpecially Sir Valter Tyrrel ) gal- 
away, ſome being amazed, and others thro' Fear: But 
ſome few collecting themſelves, when their Fear was a little 
over, turn'd back again, and taking up the Royal Body, laid 
it upqn a-Collier's.Cart-with one Horſe, which hapned to come 
by that way, and ſo 'convey'd it to Winchevter, bleeding very 
much all the way, by reaſon of the jolting of the Cart, which 
going through a miry way, it broke in che middle, and the 
King's Body tell down into the Mud: And the next Day, with- 
out any extraordinaiy Fureral Pomp, it was interr'd in the 
Cathedral Church of St. Swithin, be ing laid in the Quire, un- 
der a plain Marble Stone. But afterwards his Bones were 

tranſlated, and laid by the Bones of King Canute, 
This Death of the King was not unattended with ſome ex- 
traordinary Preſages; for at Finchmſted in Barkſhire, near un- 
to Abington, a Spring caft up Liquor, for Fifteen Days together, 
in Colour and Subſtance like unto Blood, which tinctured and 
infected the next Water-Brook into which jr run. And but the 
very Night before the King, was Kill'd, a Monk had a very 
ſtrange Dream, which was, That he ſaw the King gnaw the 
Image of Chriſt crucified ; and that as he was about to bite 
away the Legs of the ſame Image, Chriſt with his Feet kick d 
him down to the Ground ;-and that as he lay on the Eatth, there 
came out of his Muth a Flame of Fire, with abundance of 
Smoak. The Monk told his Dream to one Robert Firz- Mammon, 
who related it to the King: Pob! ſaid the King, in a jeſting 
manner, th Monk wou'd fain have ſomething for bis Dream: Go, 
give. him a Hun red Shillings, but bid bim look that he dream more 
auſpic ious Dreams: b:ireafier. But this was not all; for the ſame 
Night the King himielf dreamed, that the Veins of his Arms 
were broken, and that rhe Blood iffued out in abundance. 
Theſe things, one wou'd think, ſhould have deterr'd the King 
from going a Hunting the next Day: And indeed he fo far took 
motice of the many Paſſages he had heard and obſerved, that he 
\ Raid. within all the Forenoon; but going a Hunting in the Af. 
ternoon, fulfill'& the Event he was forewarn'd of: Which evi- 
dently ſhews, that no Warning can pievent a Man's Deſtiny; 
or, to ſpeak more like a Chriſtian, That there is no warding off 
the Stroke of Divine Vengcance, when che Meaſure of our Ini- 
quities are full: For the Death of this King carries ſo mucn 
of Digitus ei along with it, that a more pregnant Example of 
Divine Juſtice remains not upon Record: For this King having 
made a Law, That whoever kil'd a, Deer, ſhould ſuffer the 
_ ſame Puniſhment: as he. that kill'd a Man, Is it not Lex Taltonis, 
that this King ſhould be killd inflead of a Deer? And that 


he who baniſh'd both the Service of G O D, and the Society of 


Men out of this Place, to make a vaſt Habitation for Savage 
Beaſts, ſhould himſelf periſh there like a Beaſt, and inſtead of 
dene, dors eyidently earry the Finger of GOD along with it, 
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and points out the Sin in the Puniſhment. Nor d theſe Re- 


al- Nections relate only to the Son, but the Father alſo, who firſt 
ut fade it a Foreff: And tho the band of Juſſice did not over- 
tle Wake himſelf, yet that Richard another Son of the Conque- 


or, a Prince of great Hopes, and that. Willem his Second 
Son, and a Nephew of his, the Son of his Brother Robert, ſhould. 


ry Wall come to untimely Ends in this Place, ſnews the Veracicy.of 
ch that Word which tells us, GOD will uiſit the Iniquities of the 


* Fathers upon their Children, unto the Third and Fourth Genera- 

tion. 2 2 e 
ne To ſum up in a few Words the Whole of this King's Reign: 
n- WHe did not only oppreſs and fleece this Nation, but rather with 
re ¶ importunate Exactions, did as it were flay off their Skins: His 
chiefeft Conſorts were Effeminate Perſons, Ruthans; and the 
like; and himſelf delighted in continual Adulteries, and Com- 
pany of Concubines, even before the Sun :, None. thrived 
about him but Treaſurers, Collectors, and Promoters + He 
ſold all Church Preferments, and took Pines of Prieſts for Fore 
nication. - Hunting in that moſt. Remarkable New Forreft, 
Waker Tyrrel ſhot him to the Heart, with an Arrow out of a 


Croſs Bow,” whether of Purpoſe, or not, is no great Matter. 
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King HEN RY. the Firſk, | 


ENRY the Firſt was the Toungeft Son of William the 
Conqueror, and ſucceeded his Brother William in the Ring- 

dom: He was 4 Prince of great Wiſdom and Learning, 

and for that Reaſon was called Beauclerk. He mitigated the Seve-« 
rity of bis Father's and Brother's Laws, and ſwayed the Sceptre with 
more Moderation than either of them: But his Eldeſt Brother, Robert 
Duke of Normandy, being offer'd the Kingdom of Jeruſalem, 
bearing bit Brother Rufus was dead, refus d that Kingdom, in hopes 
4 obtaining the Kingdom of England, which was already poſſeſſed 
bis Youngeſt Brother : Notwithſtanding which, Ie claimed "the 
Crown, landing at Portfinouth 3 but by rhe Advice of he Nobles on 
beth ſides, it was agrced that King Henry ſhou'd pay to Duke Robert 
300g Marks yearly: Ibo 'this Agreement laſted not long, new Dif- 
Eat e, ag1in between em. After Henry had reigned mi 
| pe | ver ious 
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| died m ibe Tear 1135. being 4g 67 Tears and was buried at 
Reading. Thus much of his Reign in general, I nom proceed to, 
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His Secret Hiſtory: Which is indeed a Secret, for ſome Po- 
pular Vertues he had, and ſome good things he did, which very 
much obicur d his Vices, and made them the leſs taken Notice 
= of © The reſtoring to the Engliſh the Liberty of Fire and Can- 

dlles inthe Nighty deny d them in the two former Reigns ; and 

. his moderating that Law of his Brother, that if any Man kill 

. | à Deer, he (h6uld fuffer Death for it; and inſtead thereof, En- 
acting that only the Wood wherein ſuch rer was kill d, ſhould 
be forfeited to the King, were very grateful things to the Peo. 
ple; And above all, his inſtituting, the form of the High Court 
ot Parliament as it is now in ule, gain d him a great Reputa- 
tion: For before his Time, the King called only ſome particular 
Men of the Nobility, and Prelates of che Realm, to conſult 
about the moſt important Affairs of State. But notwith- 
ſanding this, he has left ſuch Marks of his Cloven Foot behind 
him; as ſufficientiy ſhew him to be a branch of the Norman 
Race; Hence ſome in his time Complained, That bis - K'indnef+, 
ſes were nothing but Allurements to Miſchief, his Gifts were but 
pleaſant Baits 10 cover over and convey moſt dangerous Hooks, that 
his fair Speeches were only Sugared Poyſons 3 and that whom be 
moſt tenderly Embrac d, he Secretly deſign'd to tickle to Dearh, And 
of this his Elder Brother Robert was But too ſad an inftance; as 


g William. 
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Son of William King of Englant ; he being born after his Fa- 
thers Acceſſion to the Crown. And by this ſpecious Pretence 
he ſatisſy d the People, which was as nuch as he car'd for, tho 
he himſelf, knew there was nothing in it; and therefore it 
was that he caus d it to be ſpread abroad that his Brother was, 
cholen King of 7eruſalem, and intended never to return from 
thence : And leſt this Report ſhould loſe ics Credit by the Truth 

ot another, that ſoon ſucceeded, which was, That Roferr was then 

Win hulia upon hisreturn Home, he caus'd himſelt to be Crown d 

wich all imaginable Expedition; ſo that within four Days at- 

ter his Brother's Death, he was Crown'd at Veſtminſter by Mau- 
ice Biſhop of London, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Anſelm, be- 
ing then in Exile: This Extream haſte to be Crown'd, was no 
doubt from King, Henry's Knowledge of that Old Proverb, that 
Delays are Dangerous: For had the News of Robert's being 


a on his Return, been ſpread abroad before he was Crowa'd, it 
Vas probable it might have hinder'd it. TEITE 
f Duke Robert having refus d to be King cf Feruſalem, and 
fading that his Brother Henry had ſerv'd him as William did be- 
fore him, was reſolv'd however to try his Fortune in a Battel, 
- WH Landing with an Army at Portſmouth, and having many that re- 
; WE forted to him; but being of a flexible Diſpoſition, agrees with 
. his Brother to reſign his Right to the Kingdom for zoco Marks 
a Year; and this Reſignation was perhaps the beft Title that 
1 WT king Zen-) had to the Crown. But Kobert coming ſome time 
after to the Court of King Henry, he very kindly Entertain'd 


him + Secretly hoping thereby to wheedle him out of his An- 


2. WT i1val Stipend; which fell out accordiagly; For Robert being 
& WJ heated with Wine, and migh ily taken with his Entertainment, 
y releaſes to his Brother the Yearly Payment of the $000 Marks: 
© WY But Reflecting upon the folly of ſo incontiderate a piece ot 
> WY kindneſs, when he was in Normandy, and complaining of his 
= Brother for his ſo deſigning upon him, King Henry ſeems to be 
-a 2ffconted thereat; and to make his Brother amends for his kind- 
n Wy "els, ſent over a great Army into Normandy, which forazed the 
* Country, and Won many Towns and Cities from bim; which 
Vas an odd fort of Gratitude for the remiſſion of 3000 Marks 
t a Year. For tho' we ſhou'd ſuppole that the elena of that 
y, Money was the Voluntary Act or Duke Koberr, and not at all 
it. deſięn d by the King, yet Robert being a Loſer by it, Loſers 
© WT {hould have leave to ſpeak 

e However, Robert, by this proceeding of his Brother's, being 
d made ſenſible of his Weakneſs, comes over into England, and 


throws himſelf upon his Brothers good Nature; intreating, 


s WI -2tber than perſwading, that in regard of the Natural Obli- 
ation between them by Blood, and in regard of the many good 
es Office: and Benefits wherewith he had endeayour'd to purchaſe 
a the Kings Love, all Hoſtilty and force of Arms between 
ft. them might ceaſe ; concluding, his Speech thus: I call you before 
e Set of your own Fudgment, 10 8 whether the Relinqu'ſhing 
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of my Title to the Crown” of England, whether the releaſing 
my Annuity of 3009 Marks, whether many other X indneſſes ſo much 
undeſerved, as ſcarce defired, ſhould not in reaſon withdraw you from 
thoſe Proſecutions, where War cam t be made without ſhame, nor 
Victory attain d without Diſhonow : But the more defirous the 
Duke was of Peace, with the greater Diſdain did the King re. | 
fule it ; having another Secret Deſign than what he was will- 
{ 
| 
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ing the World ſhould yet know; his Ambition grew with his 
Fortune, and the Kingdom of England would not content him 
without the Dukedom of Normandy ; and therefore the Kings 
Buſineſs was to Exaſperate his Brother, to give him the Fairer | 
Pretention to Execute his Secret Deſign. D. Robert therefore | 
finding that the King his Brother made uſe of Evaſions to a. | 
void all offers of Agreement, could not at laſt forbear ſaying, 
1 have caſt my ſelf ſo low as your haughty Heart can poſſibly nj f 
whereby I have wrong d both my ſelf and you; my ſelf, in occaſſon- 
ing ſome ſuſpition of Weakneſs ; and you, in making you obſt inate in 
your Ambitious Purpoſes : But aſſure your ſelf, that this deſire did 
not proceed either from Want of Courage, or of the Aſſiſtance of 
Friends : I can alſo be both Unthankful and Unnatural, if I am pro. 
wed: And if all other Aſſiſtance ſhould fail, yet no Arm is to le 
Eſteemed Weak, that flrikes with the Sword of Neceſſity and Fu: 
ſtice. The King touch'd to the quick with his Brothers 
Words, anſwer'd, He cou'd eaſily endure the injury of his 
Angry Words, but to Men of moderate Judgment he would 
make it appear that he intended no more in offending him, 
than to provide for defending himſelf. To which the Duke 
replying,with ſome few Words ſeaſon'd with Anger and Diſdain, 
left him, and went ftraight to Normandy, in order to defend 
himſelf as well as he could by Force; and the King ſoon after 
followed him with a great Army, now throwing eff his Vitor 
ina great Meaſure; and by his Money purchaſing Intelligence 
amongſt thoſe that were neareft to the Duke, and privy to his 
moſt Secret Councils, who betray'd 'em daily to the King 
5 Nay, Pope 2 himſelf, to ſhew he was as far from Juſtice 
( as from Truth, that he might gain his own Ends by obtaining 
from the King the Inveſtiture of Biſhops, Encourag'd him in 
this his Unnatural Deſign, telling him he ſhou'd thereby do 2 
Memorable Benefit to his Realm, | 
The Duke finding his Condition grow worſe and worſe, and 
that his Army daily declin'd, reſolv'd to venture all at once, 
and either win the Horſe, or loſe the Saddle: And fo he did; 
for the two Armies meeting ſhortly after, near the Caftle of 
Tenechbray, after an obſtinate Fight, wherein many of both 
hides were ſlain, King Henry obtain'd a compleat Victory, and 
the Duke, with many of his Lords, were taken Priſoners, and 
brought into England: And he that once ſtood fair for two 
Crowns, loſt both, and his Dukedom too, and was confin'd 
Prifoner to Cardiff Caſtle. Now tho this War was very hard 
upon the Duke, and very unnatural in the King, yet we mal 
O2ferrs 
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obſerve a very evident Divine Nemeſis in this Revolution; for 
the Battel at Tenechbray, in which Normandy was ſubdu'd by Eng- 
land, was that very Day Forty Years in which England was ſub- 
du'd by Norm:ndy at the Battel of Haſtings. 13 

There is no doubt to be made but Duke Robert was very un- 
eaſie under his Confinement, tho' his Reſtraint was at firſt 
ſomewhat ſavourable; and yet perhaps this was not deſign d 
him as a Kindneſs by the King, but either by the Negligence 
or Corruption of his Keeper, or elſe, that by letting him have 
ſo much Liberty as to endeavour an Eſcape, the King might 
have the better Colour to confine him ftraiter : And that this 
was the Deſign, appears by that which follows, to be very pro- 
bable : For Duke Robert, by that Liberty which was allow'd 
him, being tempted to make his Eſcape, took hold of the flat- 
tering Opportunity, and fled for his Liberty, as if it had been 
for his Life; but was quickly purſu'd, and as ſoon taken 
again, ſitting on Horſe-back, his Horſe's Legs being lock'd faſt 
in deep and miry Clay. And now the unnatural King, for this 
attempted Eſcape, not only commits him to a cloſe and ftrait; 
Priſon, but moſt barbarouſly cauſes his Eyes to be put out, that 
he might not fee his Miſery, and a ſure Guard ſet upon him. 
Conſtantine forbid that che Face of Man ( foraſmuch as it was 
adorn'd with Celeſtial Beauty) ſhould be deformed for any Of- 
fence : What can we then think of King Henry, who cou'd in- 
flict a Puniſhment ſo barbarouſly cruel upon one that was not 
only his Elder Brother, but one (which was perhaps his great- 
eſt Fault ) that had a Right to be his King ? In this dark and 
diſconſolate Condition the Duke continued Seven and twenty 
Years, ſuffering ( for it cann't be call'd enjoying) a Life more 
grievous than Death, even till the Year before the Death of 
King Henry: For ſo long was the Duke a courting of Death; 
and ſo long did the one Brother over-live his Good Fortuge, 
and the other his Good Nature: And yer, forſooth! wou'd be 
thought Merciful, for indulging him that miſerable Life, and 
that the uttermoſt Extremity was not inſlicted. 

We have already ſeen King Henry's ——. and Cruelty ; 
But theſe were not all the Vices he was guilty of, for Covetouſ- 
neſs had likewiſe a great ſcendant in him: And hence it was- 
that he alſo, as well as his Brother William, kept vacant Biſhop- 
ricks in his Hands for ſeveral Years together, receiving the 
Profits of them all that time to his own Uſe. And tho' it 
ſeem'd a great piece of Fayour and Mercy in him, to change 
the Puniſhment of Mutilation of Members for ſeveral Offences, 
into pecuniary Mul&s, yet the true ( tho? (ecret ) Reaſon there. 
of, was to bring Money into his own Coffers. He allo, at the 
Time when Marriage of Prieſts was forbidden in England, for 

eney permitted them to retain their Wives; and this was at 
firſt but only for fuch as deſired it: But finding Money come in 

this Means, he in a little time after ſet an Impoſition for 
that purpoſe on eyery Church 9 the Realm: Auch it 
: - 4 | any 
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any Prieſt alledged, to excuſe himſelf, that he had no Purpoſe 


nor Intent to k-ep a Wit, it avail'd him nothing; for the 
King uſed the ſame Argument to the Prieſt, tha: a late Parſon 
did to a Quaker for the Payment of his Tythes; who, when 
the Quaker told tim that he had nothing for it, for he never 
came to hear him: The Parſon reply'd, Tou may if you wil, fr 
the Church Door's open, And fo might the Prieſt have a Wite, it 
he wou'd: and if he weu'd not, yet the King wou'd take care 
he ſhou'd pay for one. 

The Laſciviouſneſs of King Henry is fo manifeſt, by the many 
Baſtards of his begetting, that it can hardly be brought to brar 
as a piece of our Secret Hiſtory, but that Whoredom is in it 


felf a Work of Darkneſs, and atted generally as ſuch : For I 


find by an Ancient Author of good Credit, beſides Mary Coun- 
tei of Perch, and Kichard her Brother, who periſh d in the fatal 
Shipwrack of Prince William, king Henry's Sen; and Rovers, 
whom the King created Farl of Glouceſter, (and whoſe Actions 
( tho? he was baſe boin ) prov'd him worthy of that Honour) 
the King had twelve other Baftards, whereof ſeven were Daughͤ- 
ters, married to ſeveral Noblemen both of England and France ; 
imitating therein a late Pcince of this Nation, whole illegiti- 
mate Iſſue, adorned both with Stars and Garters, makes at ih! 
Day a conſiderable Figuie in the Houſe of Peers. The lncon- 
tinency of King Hezry being by ſo many indubitable Teftims- 
nie:, too notorious to be denied, it is notwith:tanding thus pal. 
liated by Hiſtorians, «ith reſpect to King William the Second. 
That the Incontinency of King Wiiam was the baſer, and that 
of King Henry the more noble; for this Reaſon, That King 71. 
liam only took ſuch as he found, being conſtant to the Sin, but 
not to the Perſons wich whom he committed it; whereas King 
Henry had certain ſelect Concubines, to whom he kepc himſelt 
conſtant. I will not pretend to decide this © ontroverite, well 
knowing, from an intallib;e ] eſtimony, that an inimoderare 
and unlawtul Love of Women, is that which often proves th? 
Deſtru tion of Princes: And therefore the Advice of Willow: 
Is, Not to give our Strength unto Honzn, nor our Ways unto that 
which deſtroycib Kinzs, To ſum up all in a few Words: Th: 
King is branded with Covetoulnels, intollerable Taxations, and 


Cruelty toward his Elder Brother, whom he kept in perpetual . 
] 11fon, and put out b tu his Eyes: and with notorious Leachery , 


leaving behind him tourteea Baſtards, 


THE 
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King STEPHEN. 


TEPHE N Farl of Mortaien and Bulloign, the Son of 
| 8 Stephen Ea'l of Bloys and Champaign, by Adela, Dangh- 
ter to William the Firſt; being & Valiant and Wywilhe 
Perſon, was for that Reaſm fear d, and achnowledg'd by the People, 
and Cron nd by Wilham Corbel Archbiſhop of Canterbury, a: 
Weſtminſter, on Sr. Stephen's Day (for the Auſpice of it } Anno 
1125. Takirg the Government upon him by ſurpation, contrary ra 
his Oath made to King Hearv the Firſt in the bebalf of Maud the 
Empreſs ; for which Cauſ- bis Keign was fwl of Troubles, and con- 
tirually harraſd wich Hard: In which be was ſomet imet Vittarians, 
a14 ſometimes overcome : Till intheConcluſion an Agreement was made 
between Maud 1b Empreſs, and King Stephen, on Cunditi 'n, bat 
Stephen ſh21'd ordain Henry the Son of the / mpreſs, bis Heir, ta 
Enjoy the XK inedsm after him: And thereupon Pedce was Eſtabliſhed. 
This King Keigned E'ghtern Tears, Eleven Manthe, ard Twenty 
Days : And was buried at Feverſham. Thus much far his Rin in 
General, 


The Secret Riftory of this Reign wilt he contracted into a 
little Room: for Men were now ſo little aſham'd of the Works 
of Darkneſs, that thev Act-d them in the Light ot the Sun: 
For the very firſt ſtep that this King made towards aſcen ling 
the Throne, was a Publick Violation of his own Faith, and 
that of the while Nation: For Hexrv the Fliſt, Secretly ſuſpe- 
ctiag (and that not without Cauſe ) that ſome ſuch foul play 
might be offer'd to his Daughter Maud the Empreſs, as had 
been play'd by himſelf with his Brother Kcbert, Cauſed tie 
Lords and Commons in Parliament to take an Oath ta he trac 
to the Succeſſion of her and her Sons: And this was firſt raven 
by David King of Scots, Uncle to Maud, and by Step%en Earl 
of Bolloign and Mortaign, Uncle to the ing: So that Stephen's 
Aſcending the Throne, was a Manifeſt Perjury and Uſurpation; 
and therefore as the Juſt Reward thereof, he got nothing hy 
getting the Crown but inceſſant Troubles, and refſtleſs Toyl; 
and Labouring to leave it to his Poſterity, was by an over - ruling 
hand of Providence at laſt fore d to make Duke Henr) the Son of 

| „ Maud 
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Maud his Heir; and ftript of all his Royal Embelliſhments, 
left only to his Second Son William the Poſſeſſions which he 
held before he uſurp'd the Crown. | 
And yet Stephen ſet not the Crown upon his own Head, as 
Harold had done after the Death of Edæard the Confeſſor; 
but Secretly acted ſuch a Part, as Engaged the States of the 
Kingdom both to EleR, and inveſt him with the Crown, with. 
in thirty Days after the Death of King Henry : For he under- 
hand cauſed it to he ſpread abroad, that in a Nation whoſe 
Kings are anointed, a Woman ought not to be admitted to the 
Crown; and alſo, That ſeeing King Henry had Married his 
Daughter out of the Realm without the Conſent of the Eſtates 
of the Kingdom,they might lawfully refuſe her : And Stephen 
having thus by his Emiſſaries Secretly cooled the Affections of 
the People to the Empreſ Au; the next Point was how to In- 
troduce himſelf to be acceptable to the States of the Kingdom; 
for he was altogether without anv Title to the Crown: unleſs 
he ſhou'd claim a Right of Succeſſion, as being the Son or Adela; 
and in that Caſe Theobald his Elder Brother, who was Earl of 
Blois, ought to have been preterr'd before him: And Henry Fitz- 
Empreſs the Son of Maud was certainly to be prefer'd before 
either of them, ( if they did not like to have the Mother ) as 
being nearer in Blood to the right Stem. Seeing theretore 
none of theſe things wou'd do Stephen's Buſineſs, he was re- 
ſolv'd to manage Matters another way: For being a Man of 
Poſſeſſions both in England and France, having one Brother Earl 
of Blois, a Prince of a great Eſtate, and another Brother Biſhop 
of Winckefier 5 and not only ſo, but the Pope's Legat in Eng- 
land alſo 3 which at that time of Day render'd him a Man of 
Eminent Power; being beſides very Populous for his great Af. 
fability, goodly Perſonage, and Activity of Body: Theſe things 


Itephen cauſed to he Secretly ſpread abroad; as ſo many Steps 


by which he might Aſcend to the Throne: But the chief point 
is yet behind, which did him the moſt Service, and that was, 
the Engaging of the Clergy to be on his ſide ;- which he 
brought about by the Secret Working of his Brother the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter : For the Nobility being at that time-mightily 
influenc'd by the Clergy-; and they having ſhew'd their ap- 
probation of Stephen, the Nobility and C6mmons were eaſily 
brought to Comply : And if any ſhould ask how the: Clergy 
came to beſo much his Friends, ſeeing they alſo had Sworn to 
the Succeſſion of the Empreſs Maud and her Sons? Lanſwer, They 
look d upon it to be their Intereſt ſo to do; and that for two 
Reaſons : Firſt, "They were of Opinion, That the leſs his Title 
was, whom they prefer'd, the greater wou'd his Obligation be 
to them that prefer d bim: And ſo they: might! much better 
ſecure their Liberties under ſuch a one, than under one that 
pre'uming on his Hereditary Right of Succeſſion, might make 
their Liberties truckle to his Prerogative. For how much 
ſoever the Clergy pretend to the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
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| raſping as much of the Kingdoms on Earth as they 
vie Nor — think they are ever well diſpos d of, with- 
put they have a Finger in the Pye: And wherever they have, 
hey will be ſure to mind their own Intereſt; as appears in the 
nftance before us: For before they would give him a lift into 
the Throne, they made him privately take an Oath before the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, That he would confirm the Antient Liber- 
jesof the Church; nor wou'd they take his Oath without Secu. 
rity 3 and therefore made his Brother undertake betwixt God 


oſe and him, for the performance of it. Nay, ſo ſtrict were they in 
he this point, that when they ſwore A legiance to him, it was with this 
his 


ondition; So long as He obſery'd the Tennor of his Oath, — And 
hen afterwards the King had ſome difference with the Biſhop 


hen f Salisbury, and ſeiz d his Caſtles and Treaſure into his hands; 
of Nit turn'd the whole Stream of the Clergy againſt him ; inſo- 
In- much that his own Brother ( who was then the Popes Legate ) 
n; as for bringing in the Empreſs, and upon her taking an 
eſs WOath, That all che great Buſineſſes, and eſpecially the Dona- 
la; ¶ tion of Biſhopricks and Abbeys, ſhould be at his Diſpoſing, if 
of he with the Church would receive her as Queen of England , 
ta- che Biſhop made no ſcruple to acknowledge her for „ za 
Ire ¶ tho' ſhe never came to be ſo; and ſwore Fidelity to her as ſuch. 


Thus the Eccleſiaſticks can fail with every Wind; and have no 
other Rule for Right and Wrong, but as it ſuits-with or againft 
re- Wk their own Interel, 

of There is one thing which ſome Authors of very good Cre- 
dit affirm, which muſt-not be left out of the Secret Hiſtory of 


op this Kings Reign and that is, That when a Battel was ready to 
g. be fought between King Stephen, and the Son of the Empreſs, 
of Duke Henry; The Empreſs went priyately to the King, asking 
If. him how he conl{ find in his heart to Fight againſt him that 
os BY was bis own Son? Or can yu for get, ſaid ſhe; the Familiarity 
bon bad with me in my Widow-hod? If this be true, we 
int have had more Baſtard Kings than one, ſince William the Con- 
as, querour, And there is one or two things that makes this ſeem 
he probable : Of which one is this: Duke Henry being on a cer» 
op Wl tain time in ſome Straits for Money, ſent to the Empreſs Maud, 
inis Mother, to help him to ſome ; bur ſhe ſent him Word that 


her own Straits were then ſo great, that ſhe could not do it; up- 
on this the Duke ſent to his Uncle Earl Robert, to furniſh him; 
but he was as unable to help him as his Mother: Whereupon 
he ſent to King Stephen on the ſame Errand ; who, tho then 


er 21 Adverſary, and ſtanding in terms of .Oppoſition (for it 
v0 vas before the Peace was made) yet ſent preſently, and ſup- 
te Ply d him with what he deſir d: Which either ſhew'd King 


Stephen to be a Man of a very good Nature; or elſe that he had 
a — reaſon for this kindneſs, than every Body was aware 
of. My other reaſon to think there might be ſome Truth in 
the fore · mention d Report, is, That it is certain there was an 
Agreement then made between * Stephen and Duke 2 
h 24 : 
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and that they afterwards continued in mutual Love and Con 
cord, as long a+ King Stephen Liv'd ; which, to (peak Truth 
was not long after; for of almoft Nineteen Years that he 
reign'd, he ſcarce Enjoy'd ten Months in Peace: Leaving thi 
Character behind him, That he was infamous for Perjury, : 
Hater of this Nation, «hom he durſt never truſt, but oppre 
ſed the Lan with Strengers; notwithſtanding he received th 
Crown upon Cgurteſie. He left behind him no legitimate 
iſſue, but two Baſtards. 
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\ King HENRT the Second. 

ING Henry tte Second, Sirnamed Shortmantle, ( be- 
| cauſe be wa®the firſt that brought the uſe of ſhort Cloke! 

out of Anjou ixto ung land) was 4 Prince of great Valow 
and large Domintons, for his Stile ws, Xing of England, Lord 0 
Ireland, Duke of Normandy and Acquitain, Earl of Poitiers and 
Anjou: He came to the Croan with univerſal Applauſe, and was 
three times Crowned ; frjt at Weſtminſter, by the hands of Theo- 
bald Archbiſhop of Canterbury; next at Lincoln, and thirdly at 
Worceſter. In his Reign, Owen Prirce of North Wales infeſted 
England, but was repuls'd by him tho” not wit heut great loſs and 
Danger. After which, the Xing ſail d into Normandy ; Leu is the 
French King and be, being upon the point to bid each other Battel, 4 
Peace was concluded between em. Jhe Xing makes Thomas Becket 
Avchbifhop of Canterbury, who in requital becomes 4 Plagne to the 
King; ant being »pheld by the Pope, brought the whole Realm into 
auch Confuſion ; 1.11 in the End, Becket having been ſuſpended by 
the Ring, ant appealing to the Pope, he makes a feigned Submiſſion 
"20 the Xing then in Normandy ; and /o Becket return d into Eng- 
land again, where by his Haug hy Carriage fomenting New Troubles, 
he is ſlain in his Cathedral Church of Canterbury by four Knights ; 
for which the King's accu, d. bur denying all knowledge thereof, does 
notwithſtanding afterwards dg Pennance at his Tomb, The King 
Cauſes his Elaeſt Son to be Crown'd King of England, by which 
means, and the young Kines Inſolency, he creates himſelf New Trou- 
bles, till the Toung King dice, repenting of his former folly. He 
Conguers Ireland by the hands of Richard Strongbow Earl of rem 
.:./ rcok; 
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brock; and going thither afterwards himſelf, Reduces that Conn- 
1 o Peace and Civility. The Kings Love to his Concu ines is 
made a Pretence for his Queen and Sons raifing Arms againſt him; 
who are joined by the King of France; with whom the King maler 
an Azreement; And after baving reigned 34 Tears, Nine Months, 
and Five Days, be died at Chinon in France, Fuly 9. 1189, ant 
was buried at Fonteverard in Normandy. So mrch for his 
Reign in general. I proceed now to his Secret Hiſtory. 


It ſufficiently Eril-nc'd Solomon to be endew'd with Divine 
Wiſdom, and well acquainted with the Working ef our Natu- 
ral Paſſions, when he tells us, I hat the Heart ot Man is never 
ſatisfied, but as his Poſſeſſions, ſo his Deſires increale ; of which 
our Second Henry is a remarkab'e Inftanc> : For being the El- 
deſt Son of Geoffery Plantaginet Duke of Anju, he Succeeded his 
Father in that Dukedom ; but his Father being a Prudent Man, 
an having two Sons beſides Henry, that is to ay, Geoffery and 
William; knowing thit Henry, in right or his Mother, was heir 
to the Crown of Exgland; he leaves to his Eldeſt Son Henry the 
Dukedom of Anjou, with this Conditicn That he thould hold 
it no longer than till he came to be King of England, and that 
then he ſhould reſign it up into the Hands of Geefery, his Se- 
cond Son: An fearing (as indeed it afterwards fell out) that 
his Son Hen would be unwilling to part with the Dukedom 
of Anjou to his Brother, when he came to be King of England, 
he made his Lords to Swear that they would not ſuffer his Bo- 


dy to be buried, till his Son Henry had Sworn to do it: Henry 


was very unwilling to take this Oath ; but rather than his Fa- 
thets Body ſhou'd be unburied, he takes it: But as far as ve 
may gueſs by the Event, never intended to keep it: For Henry 
being atterwards inveſted in the Crown of Exgland upon the 
Death of King Stethen, and Gerffery Plantaginet ſeizing” upon 
the Dukedom of Anjor, according to his Fathers Will, Fienry goes 
over into France. and not only takes from him the Dukedom, 
but alſo the Towns and Caftles of Chinon, Lodon, and Mirabel. 
which his Father had left to Geoffery, to ſupport him while his 
Brother enjoy d the Dukedom : Than which nothing could 
be more unworthy or unjuſt ; and yet to juſtifie himſelt there- 
in, he pleaded, That it was no reaſon a forced Oath upon 
ſuch an Occaſion ſhould bind him to let go the Inheritance of 
his Birthright, being all the Patrimony that was todeſcend to 
him from his Father: And that tho' he had recovered the 
Kingdom of England, that came not by his Father, but by a- 


nother Right, And that tho' he held his Brother dear unto 


him, yet having, Children'of his own, he was to provide that 
what was his, ſhould deſcend to them. And yet as ſpecious 


as this Plea of his ſeems ro be, he had ſome ſecret uneaſineſs 
in hi own Breſt, as being conſcious to himſelf he had not ated 


either towards his Brother, or his Father, as he ought to have 
done; for had it not been ſo, what need had he to get a Dil- 
| g penſatien 
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penſation from Pope Arian for his Oath made in this Caſe. 
And yet notwithſtanding the Pope's. Abſolution, his Sin fol- 
low'd him all his Days : His Wife was a dr 2. to him, and his 
Children, who ſhou'd have been his greateſt Comforts, ( and 
to whom he was above meaſure indulgent ) were his greateſt 
Croſſes; nor were theſe the only Diſappointments he met with, 
but alſo a Servant of his own, rais'd by himſelf from a mean 
Condition, to'be the chief Prelate of the Kingdom, gave him 
more Diſquiet than any one thing he met with in his Reign ; 
and by his haughty Carriage, and intollerable Pride, made good 
the Proverb, Set 4 Beg ger on Hors back, - and he'll ride to the 
Devil : The Man I mean is Thomas Becket, Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, whoſe Story tho it makes ſo great a Noiſe in our Chro- 
nicles, yet having found ſome private Paſſages relating to that 
Affair, which are but rarely to be met with, a brief Recapi- 
tulation thereof, may well enough be brought within the Com- 
paſs of our Secret Hiſtory, without being guilty of a Di. 
greſſion. 

The Clergy in the Reign of King Stephen, having made 
good Conditions for themſelves, (as I have ſhew'din the Se- 
cret Hiſtory of that Reign) tho they thereby deprived King 
Henry's Mother and himſelf of the Succeſſion to the Crown, 
was ſo much remembred by the King, after he came to the Suc- 
ceſſion, that he Secretly Endeavour'd to Retrench their Exorbi- 
tant Power as much as he could ; believing that they had En- 
larg'd their Juridiction in this World, beyond what Men that 
pretended ſo much to another, ought to do: Nor was this the 
Opinion of the King alone, but the Nobility alſo ( either being 
Emulous of the others Authority, or Secretly inſtigated: by the 
King thereunto ) complained heavily againſt them; alledging, 
That the Immunities of the Clergy took away ſo much from 
the Prerogative, that the Execution of Juſtice cou'd have no 
general Paſſage in the Kingdom; that the Church have their 


Dominion a part, and would be ſubje& to no other Authority 


than their own; And ſo being exempt from Secular Puniſh- 
ments, many Enormous Crimes were committed by the Clergy, 
without any Redreſs to be had. Nor was this Complaint 
without Cauſe; for it was plainly made to appear before the 


King, That ſince the begining of bis Reign, (which was not then 


above Six Tears) there had been above one hundred Manſlaughters 


-- within the Realm of England by Prieſts and Men in 
Orders. | \ 


For the Reducing this Lawleſs Power of the Clergy, the 


King calls a Parliament at Weſtminſter, and there propounds to 


have it Enacted, That all ſuch of the.Clergy as ſhould be taken and 
' / Corvifted/ of any beinous Offences, ſhoul.1 loſe the Priviledge of the 


Ct urch, and be delivered to the Ctvil Magiſtrate, to be puniſbed, as 
other of the Kings SubjeRts were: For if after Spiritual Puniſh- 


ment, no Secular Correction ſhould be uſed, there would be no 
luſnicient means to reſtrain them from doing Miſcheif, And 
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therefore ſuch a Law muſt ſurely be highty reaſonable. But 
in oppoſition to this, Becket the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with 
the reft of the Biſhops, (who ic ſeems took it ill, that they 
might not have the Liberty of doing what Miſchief they would, 
with impunity ) alledged that they were not to yield to any ſuch 
Act, as being againſt the Liberty of the Church, which the Kine had 
ſworn to defend and maintain; and therefore humbly beſought him that 
he would not urge any thing to the Prejudice of their Furiſdiction, 
and ſuch Immunities they had hitberto Enjoyed under him and his No- 
ble Progenitors, ae 

The King not at all liking this Anſwer, demanded, whether 
they would ſubmit themſelves to the Laws and Cuftoms which 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops in the time of his Grandfather, 
Hemy the Firſt, did obſerve ? To this they made anſwer, They 
would; but with a Reſervation as bad as a Denial; which 
Their Order, the honour of God, and boly Church, in all things 
ſaved. The King diſpleasd to ſee himlelf thus eluded 
by them, broke up the Parliament; nothing being then effected; 
for the King ſaw the Biſhops ſtuck faſt to one another, and 
that they were all animated by the Archbiſhop Becker, from 
whom he expected the moſt ready Compliance, as being a 
Creature of his own making. And therefore to be even with 
him in what he cou'd, not only denies him Acceſs, but alſo un- 
derhand countenances all ſuch as were his Oppoſites 3 and Se- 
cretly ſets on the Earl of Clare to conteſt with him about his 
Homage for the Caſtle of Tunbridge, in which the Earl prevails: 
And by other private ways, brings off and ſeparates the Arch- 
biſhop of York. with the Biſhops of Lincoln, Hereford, and 
ſome other Prelates, from the Counſel and Company of thz 


+ Archbiſhop , inſomuch that the x > himſelf (as bad as he was) 


ſent a Meſſenger to the Archbiſhop, to exhort him to make 
Peace, with his Lord the King, and promiſe to obſerve his 
Laws without Exception. Becket mov'd by this Meſſage, 
and Urged by ſeveral of the Principal Perſons of the 
Realm, repairs to the King to Woodſtock, and there promiſes 
in good faith (ſays my Author) without any evil mean- 
ing, to obſerve the Kings Laws, ſo far forth as was 
reneitd. : | 

The King believing now the great Remora was removed, 
and that things were prepared for the paſſing of that Law, 
Summons a Parliament to meet at Clarendon ; where Fohn of 
Oxford, the Kings Clerk, being Preſident, a charge is giyen 
from the King that they ſhould call to Memory the Laws of his 
Grandfather, Henry the firſt, and reduce them into Writing: 


- Which being accordingly done, he ordered the Archbiſhop and 


Biſhops to ſet their Seals thereto : Which when the reſt were 
content to do, Archbiſhop Becket refuſed ; Yet at length, by 
the perſwaſion of ſome of the other Biſhops (who were urgent 
with him to ſatisfie the King herein; as fearing there was evil 
intended againſt him, for the ruſhing of the King Servants 
R | up 
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-up and down, with threatning Countenances, made em 
ſuſpect that ſome Violence might be offer'd him) he com- 

plied, and took his Oath to obſerye the Kings Laws without 
any Reſervation. But ſoon after repenting of his ſo do- 
ing, he ſuſpended himſelf from the Service of the Altar; 
and inflided ſevere Pennance upen himſelf, until her had 
obtain d Abſolution of the Pope, for that abominable Crime 
of Conſenting to a juſt-Law, for the puniſnhing of Wicked - 
Prieſts. | 

The Archbiſhop having by this proceeding Extreamly Exaſ- 
-perated the King, gets out of the Land, and repairs, to the 
Pope, giving him a Copy of thoſe Laws, which the? King 
call'd his Grandfathers Laws; and which being read in the 
Preſence of the Pope, Cardinals and Prelates, the Pope Condemn'd 
them for ever, and Curſed all thoſe who obeyed, or any way favmur- 
el them: And that the Reader may (ee what theſe Laws were, 
it will not be a miſs to recite them : 

T bat there ſhould be no Appeal to the Apoſtolicſ Sea, without the 
Rings leave. : 

That no Archbiſhop or Biſhop ſhould go out of the Realm but by the 
K mgs Permiſſi.n. 

That ns Biſhop Excommunicate any who held of the Xing in Capite; 
or interdit# any Ofici il of his, without the X ings leave, 

That Clergy-men ſpould be liable to Secular Fudgments, 

That Laymen, (a the King and others) ſhould Handle the cauſes 
of the Church, Tythes, and ſuch. like. . 

Theſe were the Dangerous Laws at which the Pope and all 
the Clergy were fo much difturbed, and look'd upon as ſuch a 
Deſtructive Encroachment on their Liberties: Which too 
plainly ſhews the woful Tyranny of the Romiſh Clergy at that 
Day; and in what wretched Slavery they kept not only the 
Souls, but alſo the Bodies of Men: So that it may well he 
ſaid of that Age it was both the Hour and Power of, Darknel(s. 

This Controverſie between the King and Bectet, continued more 
than Six Years (for ſo long time was Becker in Exile. At length, 

through the Mediation of the. Kirg of France, the Earl 
of Bley, and Divers Prelates and great Men, a meeting was 
agreed upon between the King and the Archbifhop,as Montmiri- 

, 4/, before the King of France; where the Archbiſhop kneeling 
at the Feet of his Soveraign Lord the King of England, ſai 

He woul4-commit the whole CAuſe in Controve: ſie between em to bis 

era Order, GOD's Honour only Reſerved. | | 

he King (who had been often uſed to that Reſervation) 
turning to the King of Frerce and the reſt, ſaid with an angry 

{Countenance,  hatſoever diſpleaſeth this Man, be would baye 

in he againſt GOD's Honour; and ſo by that ſhift, would challenge 

1 bimſelf al that belongs to me; but becauſe you ſhall not think me 

2089 izhout to refilk OD, Honour and bim, in what ſhall be fit, 
ook wb the greateſt and moſt holy of ali his Predeceſſors baue dane 

, eronbe-meaneſt of mine, let him do the. ſame t0 me, and it ſpall hes 
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This Anſwer of the Kings being ſo reaſonable, and ſo much 
beyond the Expectation of all that were preſent, carried the O- 
non of all to the Kings fide : Inſomuch that the King of 
rance, ſaid to the Archbithop, Will 5 be greater thun the” 
Laints © Better than St. Peter? What can you ſtand upon? I ſee it is 
our Faidt, if your Peace be not made: To which the Archbiſhop 
eplid, That as the Authority of Kings bad their beginning by De- | 
recs, ſo had that of the Church ; Which being now, by the Provi- i 
ence of GOD, come to that Ejlate it was, they were not 10 follow | 
he Example of any that had been faint or yielding in their Places: 
the Church had riſen and inc1exſed out of many Violent Opp» eſſiont, 


e740 they were now to told what it bad gotten. Our Fathers, (ſaid 
8e) ſrfered all manner of Afﬀiittions, berauſe they wou'd not for- 
4 ake tte Name of Chriſt; and ſhall I, to be reconcil'd to any Mans 


2wour 1 any thing from his Honour? 0 
This haughty reply of the Archbiſhop, to ſo condeſcending 
a Specch of the Kings, gave great offence to the Hearers, who 
look d upon Beckers Stiffneſs to proceed rather from Obſtt- 
acy, than to that Zeal he pretended for th: Glory of GOD. 
lpon which the Conference for that timę broke up. But 
here were ſeveral other Meetings after that; and an Agree-- 
ment at length being concluded between them, the Archbiſhop 
eturn'd into England ;*but with the ſame Imperious and Un- 
zuiet Spirit with which he had Carried himſelf all along; 
ſuſpending all ſuch Biſhops as had upheld the Kings Cauſe a- 
gainſt him, Which violent Proceedings of the Archbiſhop: 
being related to the King in Normandy, He Paſſionately ſaid, 
n what a miſerable Staic am T, that cannot be quiet in my own 
Kingdom, orly for ore Prieſt * Is there no Man will rid me ef this 
rouble ? Whether the King ſecretly deſigu'd by thzſe words, to 
put ſome body upon ſendingBecter out of the World, is uncertainz 
ut that ſornePerſons (to wit, Sir Hugh Morville,S\r William Tracy, 
Sir Kichard Britain, and Sir Raynold F::s-Urſe) took occaſion fiom 
hence ſo to do, is certain: For theſe Gentlemen going over 
into England, and as ſome affirm, with -a Secret Commiſſion 
from the King, to ſee if they cou*d bring the Archbiſhop to 
reaſonable Terms, and to uſe more Moderation in his Place; 
nd alſo to deſire him to take his Oath of Fidelity to the Young 
inc (whom Zenry had caus'd to be Crown'd during his Life- 


ime) and to reftore the Biſhops to the Execution of their 
unions; whereby the Church might haye Comfort, and the 
Kingdom Quietneſs: and finding Becker not to anſwer their _ 
leſires, but Peremptory and haughty, without regarding the | 
ings Meſſage ; firſt threatned him; and when they found 
hat did no good, after giving him ſeveral Wounds and calling 
im Traytor, at laſt beat out his Brains at Divine Service, fo . 
hat the Altar was Beſprinklzd with his Biood ; And this was „ 
he end of that great Bourefeu of the Church. The Uafortu- 
ate Gentlemen, who had done the King ſo great a peice of 


crvice, quzftion:ng (and not wi:hout reaſon) whether theKigngg 
| Would 


OE? „ * 


Tho ſome affirm that they obtain d the Popes Pardon, on the 


every Monk of the Cloifter: And all this he did as to 2 


Dealings, with thoſe whom he had Encouraged to go over into 


- jected many places there, he on a ſudden ſeads for home, cau 
ſing a Proclamation to be made, that no Veſlel ſhould carry any 


and Treaſures, for himſel 


—.— Eleaner, and to take the ſaid Adela, to be his Wie 


- 


; ings,none cou d approach: But QueenEleonar(whoſe Jealouſie hit 
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ſhew the meanneſs of King #enrt's Spirit, than his going after. 


only Lighting off his Horſe, but going three Miles on his Bare 


"refuſed to be given to his Son, whoſe betrothed Wife She was 


from her ſurpaſſing Beauty; the was Daughter of Walter Lord 


would acknowledge it as ſuch, with- drew themſelves and got 
beyond Sea, where leading a ſort of Fugitive Life, they are 
reported within Four Years time to have all died Miſerably: 


Condition of going on Pilgrimage to Feruſalem. 
- But certainly, nothing can more Demonſtrate the ſordid Sla. 
very, in which the Church kept the World at that Day, nor 


wards to viſit the Tomb of this Pſeudo- Martyr Becker, not 


Ss wi aaa As cc. 0 cw 4 , ee oa a ra}, 


Feet, to his Tomb, which were made by the hard Stones to 


ield bloody Tokens of his Devotion on the way: And as a 
rther Pennance, ſuffered himſelf to be Whipt with Rods, by 


aa % 7— 


Bo and Martyr, tho' himſelf knew he was a Rebel and 2 
illain. | 

But tho King Henry was in the Right, with reſpect to the 
Controverſie he had with Becker; yet he was much in the 
Wong in ſeveral other things ; making little Conſcience 
what he ſaid or did: As Witnels that wicked Bxpreſhon of 
his, when he heard the French King had taken Mentz, viz. [ 
ſhall never hereafter Love GOD any more, who bath ſuffered « 
City ſo dear to me, 10 be taken from me. Witneſs alſo his unjuf 


a 4a 


Ireland to aſſiſt Dermot Mac Morrogh; who after they had ſub 


thing out of his Domiaions into Ireland; and that all his Sub: 
jects ſhould return from thence, and leave off their Attempts, 
or otherwiſe to forfeit their Eftates at Home; which he had no 
teaſon for, but a Secret Deſign to Seiz upon what they had 
gotten at their own charge, and at the Expence of their Blood 

f Witneſs alſo his Dealing with hit 
Son Richard, whoſe affianced Wife Adela, being delivered in 
to the Kings Poſſeſſion, to keep her till She ſhould be of Year 
Capable of Marriage; was kept by him many Years after, and 
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and whoſe Years required the Conſummation of the Marriage; 
but alſo that he deſigned to be divorced from his Wit: 


having diſcevered to a Confident of his, his Secret Intentiot 
rem, . ' : 8 : 

But it is no Secret (tho* what he ought to be aſham'd of) tha 
he kept a Concubine called Roſamond, (or the Roſe of the World) 


Elford 5 whole Face and Features ſo Jazled the Eyes of King Hen, 
as by his Gifts he got this Paragon of Beauty to his Bed 3 and tt 
hide her the better from his Juno's Eye, he built a moſt intricate 
Labyrinth at Woodſtock; into whoſeCloſet, for its inexplicate wind 


turmiſht 


* 
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got e furniſh'd her with ſuch a Piercing Eye as could find out a way 
are through the moſt intricate Mazes) found a way to come to her 
ly: WF by this Accident: The fair Roſamond ſitting to take the Air, let 
the fall out of her Lap a Clue of Silk; which running from her, the 
| End of the Silk faſten'd to her Foot, and the Clue ſtill unw ind- 
la. ing,remain'd behind;which the Queen eſpying, follow'd till She 
nor had found what She ſought: It is generally ſaid that when the 
er. Queen came to Rojemond, She preſented. her with a Dag- 
not ger, and a Cup of Poyſon, and bidding her take her choice, ſhe 
are took the latter, wherewith ſhe foon Expir'd: Others ſay, 
toßß T hat when She ſaw her, being amaz'd at her Beauty, She on- 
iy upbraided her with her unlawful Familiarity with the King 
by and ſo left her; Roſamond telling her ſhe would never be Guilty 
> 488 of that Fault again. But however that was, certain it is, that 
| a — liv d but a ſhort time after the Queen had made her 
cahat Viſit. 
the King Henry had alſo another Famous Concubine, which was 
ſo much more Scandalous than that of Noſamond, as this 
was the Wife of another Man, id eſt, of Sir Ralpb Biewer, 
Knight, by whom he had à Baſe Son, Memorable in Hiſtory for 
this, That being to be made a Biſhop of Purbam; he went 
to Rome for a Diſpenſation (for without that, his being a 
Baſtard made him uncapable of it.) But the Pope refuſing to 
rant it, unleſs he would own himſelf -the Lawful Son of 
lewet, and not the Natural Son of the King: He reſo- 


"8 lutely anſwer'd, he would for no Cauſe in the World deny his 
au Father; chooſing rather to loſe ſo conſiderable a Biſhoprick 
ub- than the Honour of his Blood, as being the Son, tho but 
vt, Baſtard Son, of King Henry. Of whom (to wit, of King Een. 


19) I have ſaid endugh, when I have ſaid, That tho his Domi- 
nions were the greateft of all the Kings of England before him, 
yet none made himſelf ſo little as he; who me a Servitor 
to his own Son, an! a Superſtitious Worſhipper at the Shrine 
of his own Rebel Subject. Leaving this Report behind him, 
That there never was ſuch a horrid Exactor of Money from the 
Subject as this King; who became Infamous for his Perjury, 
Jealouſie, and Leachery; Curſes all Children on his 
1 z and ſo Dies, leaving behind him Three 
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JT 1ng Richard the Firfl, firnamed Cuer de Lyon, or, Lyons 

Heart, was Crowned at Weſtminſter by Baldwin, Arch- 
| . biſhop of Canterbury ; And ſoon after his Coronation, ba- 
wing vad a prodigious Sum of Mmey, be Committed the Govern- 
ment of the Kea'm t) William Longchamp, (who was the Popes 
Legate, and Cbanct lor of England) and then (ail'd with bis Navy 
(in Company of the Fiench Ring, and Duke of Burgundy ) 20- 
wards the E0iy1 and ; and in bi; Paſſage hither, ſome of his Ships being 
S bipwrack'a, and ſeveral diſpers d by a Tempeſt, near the Iſle of 
Cyprus, and Iſacius King of Cyprus, refuſing zo Harbour er relieve 
bim; but en the contrary Pillaged and Abujcd bim, King Richard 
Conquer d the Iſland, Carrying him and bis Daughter away Priſonors 
an leaving the Kingdom of Cyprus under two Vice-roys, put, to Sea 
Again, then Conquer Piolemais and goes to Jeruſalem 3 but 
zbe French King ani Duk: of Burgundy, Envying bis Honour, re- 
turn d back, and left hin; by which means the King was forc'd 10 
anake a Truce with Saladine, the Emperour of the Turks. And 
then returning in Diſguiſe like a Merchant, was diſcovered and taken 
Leopold Duke of Auſtria, and lept Priſoner 15 Months, and 

then del er d by paying a great Runſme. His Brother John in the 
mean time endeauouring to ſet the Crown upon his own Head, But 
Richard returning again, forgave his Brother, an4 was again Crom d 
at Wincheſter : Afrerwards ſailing into Normandy, and being 
there Victorious againſt the King of France, be was Slain with an 
Arrow at the Beſieged the Caſtle of Chaluz, having reigned Nine 
Tears, Nine Months and: g Days, and was ſucceeded in the Kingdom by 


bis Brother John. Thus far his General Hiftory, 1 pro- 
ceed to 


His Seccet Hiſtory: It was nodoubt a Subtile and Politique 
deſign of the Pope, to ſend the European Princes on a Fools 
Erand, to Endeavour the Recovery of the Holy Land, from 
Infidels (which was the great Buſineſs of this Age:) that in 
the mean time he might ERabliſh a Lawleſs and Aboſute Do- 
__ mination at home; and by weakning themſelves through the 


vaſt 
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aſt Charges they were at to convey an Army to ſo diſtant à 
ountrey, made him ſo much the ſtronger to carry on his De- 
ens againſt em. This Project of the Holy War ( for ſo for- 
both the Pope had chriſten'd it) was @ fatal thing to our King 
chard the Firſt; who tho' he had an almoſt immenſe Treaſure 
ft him by his Father, (no leſs than Nine hundred thouſand 
Pounds, a Sum at that time of Day exceeding great) yet this 
as not thought enough; and therefore the King rais'd at leaſt 
00000 I, more, by ſelling his own Eſtatę, and uſing divers 
dcher ſecret and indirect Courſes; impoveriſhing his People 
vithout inriching himſelf: Or at Icaſt, waſting all he gotina 
ruitleſs and unneceſſary Voyage. Amongſt other ways that 
ze hal to get Money, this was one: He ſecretly makes away 
is Great Seal, and then makes a New one, different from the 
ormer; putting out a Proclamation, That whoever had any 
rants under the Great Seal, ſhould come and have it confirmed 
new, or elſe it ſhould be void. I his brought a great Sum of 
oney into his "Treaſury, but a greater Diſhonour upon his 
Name; it being no better than & plain Cheat upon the Subject, 
ho was thus terc'd to pay for one thing twice over. Havin 


y theſe, and ſuch other ways, ſqueez'd what he could from his 
o- eople himſelf, he went over into Normandy, in order to proſe- 
Jy ute his Voyage; but before he went, he ſends over his Vice- 
of oy, the Biſhop of EH), with as abſolute a Power as he cou'd 


give him, to provide Neceſſaries for his intended Expedition; 
and he, without any other Conſideration than how he might 
pleaſe the Kiug, made many illegal Exactions upon the People; 
being only juſt in cauſing the Clergy to bear the ſame Burdens 

ith the Laity : And tho chis mighty Expedition was pretended 
o be ſo much for the Servic2 of the Church, yet the King ſe · 
retly gets a Power from the Pope, by which he was enabled to 


od iſmiſs from the Taking ot the Crols, as it was then phras'd, 
en nd cauſe to ſtay at Home u hom he pleas'd; nay, tho he had 
id Wnade a Vow to go: Which in plain terms was nothing but a 
he Nuggle between the King and the Pope to get Money: For this 
ur Power to abſolve and diſmis, was bought of th: Pope; and 
4e King ſtood in more need of Money than to give it away tor 


nothing; and therefore, whoever obtain'd this Diſmiſſion and 
\blvlution, was ſure to pay for it: And many were ſo _ 
to Le deliver'd from the Fatigue ſo long a Voyage threaten" 

em with, that they were willing to excuſè themſelves, with no 
ittle Charge: For the King very well knew that this Power of 
Diſmiſſion was a Marketable Commodity, and therefore would 
not part with 1t under a good Price; And indeed it brought 


* him in a great Treaſure in a ſhort time. 

ls Let us lee a little now what was the Iflue of all theſe migh- 
mn ey Preparations; for certainly one would think ſomething 
in conſiderable ſhou'd be done, to anſwer ſo great an Expence: 


To find this out the better, one thing is to be premis d; which 
is, That Phillip King of France _ to be King Richard - Con- 
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.__ | 5 Ships and fifty Gallies, and was driven by Tempeſt to tht 
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undertaken the Croſs, at the City of Tours, preſently after 


meet King Phillip in Sicily at the latter End of June 1195 


of France taking ſhipping at Genoa, was driven by Tempeſt inte 


was dead, yet King Richard makes Tancred pay him 2000 


more of the ſame dazling Metal, for a Match between Arth 


e, but allaults it on all ſides, Conquerz it, and placg 


be True Secret Hiſtory of 

e adjutor in this Yoyage to the Holy Land; he 
having ſolemnly ſworn upon the Evangeliſts to be ready with 
all the Princes. and People of his Kingdom, who had 


Eaſter; and from thence to ſet forward for the Holy Land; 
But for all this mighty Flouriſh, it was not !o much a joynt 
Zeal in theſe Princes, as a mutual Emulation; and a Jealou 
Eye; for whatever outward ſhew they made. the Secret Cauſe, 
and real Truth was, That they knew not how to truſt one a 
nother ; and the Event too plainly Juftify'd the Truth of it; 
Well, the two Kings having tettled all things relating to their 
Joynt Expedition, and (worn to each other never to return back 
without mutual Conſent; proceeded on their Journey; with 
no other Deſign, as appear'd by their Articles, than that ol 
Privateers, No purchas, no Pay: Which Condition, was'n't ob: 
Terv'd ſo well between em, as it wou'd have been between Pet: 
ſons of a meaner Rank: For King Richard having appointed to 


eek od a . a5 =..a 


goes to Marſeill?s, where after he had ſtaid Eight Days, ex. 
ing in vain the coming of his Navy, which was with-held 
a Tempeſt, he was forc'd to hire twenty Gallies. and ten 
other great Veſſels to tranſport him into Sicily; and the King 


the ſame place. and arriyed there before the King of England 
where their two Armies, tho* deſien'd to be both of a (ide; 
fell foul upon one another; and the Kings taking part with 
their Subjects, and being of Equal Power, and alike Emulou: 
of Honour and Revenge, by theſe Early beginnings ſhewt 
what the Succels of their Enterpriſe was like to yield: How: 
ever, the King of France's repaiting his wrack'd Navy, and the 
King of England's long ſtaying for his, conftrain'd em both 
to Winter in this Iſland, as well to the great grief thereoi 
as to the hindrance of their own Affairs. | 

At the Opening of the Spring, both Kings being again re. 
concil'd, and New Articles between *em ſignd and ſworn to, 
the King of Fraxce lets firſt forward for the Holy Land; bu 
Ke-bard was not in ſuch hafte, having ſomething elſe firſt in hi 
Eye; for William the late King of Sicily having Married Jon 
King Richard's Siſter, whoſe Dowry was not paid, tho ill:a1 


Ounces of Gold for his Siſters Dower, and 20000 Ounce 


Earl of Britain, Son to Geoffery his next Brother, (who u. 
to ſucceed him in the Crown of England )if himſelf died wit 
1 and the Daughter of Tanered the then uſurping King 
or Jiciyp. +13 3 . — 73 1 

- After this, the King ſets forward with an hundred and thi 


1 


Cyprus ; where heing denied Landing; he makes nc 


Garriſon 
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Garriſons therein: And here King Richard ſhewd himſelf to 
have underſtood the Doctrine of Equivocation, long before 
the Fejurres broach'd it in the World; for the King of Gyprus 
having been taken Priſoner, and intreating King &cberd not 
to put him in Bonds of Iron, he promis'd he would not; and 
yet being reſolved to put the King of Cyprus into Fetters,and at 
the ſame time keep his word, he puts him into Bonds of Silver. 
In this Iſland King Rzcbard ſolemniz d his Marriage, with his 
Queen Berengariz, Daughter to the King of Navar, whom his 
Mother brought to him into Sicily. Thus Sittly and Cyprus 
found ſuch Treatment from King Richard in his paſſage ro the 
Holy War, that they could hardly have met with worſe from 
Pagan's themſelves : For he left not Hprut till-he had leſt 
Richard de Canvite and Rovert de Turnham, as his Lieutenants; 
t of taking half the goods of the Tnhabitanes from them, and 
cob thought he had dufficiently gratified them for it, when he had 
Fer in lieu thereof confirmed the uſe of their own Laws. 
« to Well at laft the King comes to Ptolemats ( called alſo Acon 
or Aſcalon) which having been two years beſieged by the Chri- 
ſtians, and defended by Saladine; he now finding the Chri- 
ſtian Army much increaſed, rendred it up upon Conditions. 
Upon the Entrance of the Cori/tians into this City, Leopold 


King Richard with great ſcorn cauſed to be thrown down, and 


him dear in the Concluſion. For now the King of England 
and France begin to quarrel : The King of France claims half 
the Kingdom of Cypres(which according to theirArticles was in- 
deed my Right) but to ballance the Account, the King of 
England\claims half the Treaſure and Goods of the Earl of 
Flanlert, which the King of France had leized on; but either Party 
kept what they had, and yet neither was ſatisfied, but Secret: 
ly deſigning one upon the other: Untill a dangerous Sick- 

neſs ſeiz2d upon both; of which, tho' they recovered again, 

yet both loſt their Hair, which was more than they got by 

their Voyage. | 

The King of France being weary of an Undertaking where · 
in he ſaw neither Honour nor Profit was to be got, pretended 

the Air of the Country did not agree with him; ſolicites 

King Ricbard for leave to go home, ( for without leave of 

each other neither cou'd return) King Richard was very 

hardly brought to comply with his deſires herein; hut upon 

his Solemn Oath not to moleſt his Territories in his Abſence, 

he complied, and yielded to his depagture 3 tho" by that means 
all further hope of doing any thing againſt Salladine, was 
Cut off, For which King Philip was nat at all concern'd ; for 
ſeeing King Richard was lice to go away with the Glory of 
all; he was unwilling to contribute any thing thereto. 
And therefore tho he left Ode Duke of Burgundy his Lieute- 


dant, Jet he gave him Secret r TRE to avoid doing bins 
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thoſe of his own to be ſet up: Which piece of Honour coſt 


Fg 


Duke of Auſtria had ſet up his Colours upon the Walls, which / 
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thing ſeeing another muſt carry away the Honour. And ſo by 
degrees things dwindled away to nothing; and tho King Ri- 
chard purchas'd the airy. Title of King of Feruſalem, for the 
real Kingdom of Cyprus 3, yet he never could get poſſeſſion of 
Feruſalem, tho be Endeayour'd it with a vaſt Expence of 
Treaſure: And hearing that the King of Franc? and his Bro- 
ther Jobn were cantoning his Dominions in Frame, he made 
a Truce with Saladine for three years, upon the Diſhonourable 
Conditions of Reftoring Aſcalon in the ſame State wherein he 
found it before the Sizge. See here the Fruit of all the Trea- 
ſures that King Richard lo rapaciouſlv ſcrap'd together for 


the Recovery of the Holy Land! His Treaſure waſted, and his 


Honour loſt. But this is not yet the worſt of this Buſinels ; 
For leaving his Wife, Siſter, and People to come after him as 
well as they cou'd, takes a Ship, with ſome few of his Follow- 
ers, and Secretly returns from this Action, with as great Pre- 
Eipitation'as he undertook it: Having conſum'd therein all that 
mighty Treaſure that was left him by his Father, and all that 
otherwiſe he cou'd tear from his Subjects, and Others, either 
by Violent Extortion, or Cunning Practiſes. And after all, to 
return in this Secret manner, cannot but denote much Incon- 
fideration, and therefore was attended by an Anſwerable Event: 
For having taken up by the way three Gallies to condu:t him 
to Raguſa, for Three hundred Marks of Silver, under the Diſ- 
uiſe of Pilgrims, his laviſh Expences diſcover'd him to be 
ome greater Perſon than what he was willing to appear; and 
a Rumour was ſpread that it was the King of England; and tho 


upon Warning thereof, he preſently left all his Company, and 


with one Man only takes Horſe, and travelling Day and Night 
through all the Dangers of a wild Country, an4 a Rocky De- 
ſart, paſſes into Auſlria; Where Fame, that was a fpeedier Poſt, 
and more ſwift than he was, got before him: The King, tho” 
lodg'd at a poor Inn in a Village near Henna, finding himſelf 
diſcover'd, and no means poſſible to eſcape, puts off his Diſ- 
guiſe, and puts on his Princely Apparel: Which Duke Leopold 
underftanding, ſent prefently to have him apprehended : But 
King Richard refuſing to yield himſelf to any but to the Duke 
himſelf, the Duke came, and led him to his own Palace; which 


tho' honourably enough, yet under a ſtrong Guard; remem- 


bring now how he threw down his Colours at Aſcalon. But 
as ſoon as the Emperor heard of the King's being a Priſoner 
with the Duke, he ſent to him to ſend King Richard to him, on 
Pretence of keeping him more ſafely ; but indeed, that he 


might come in for a Share of his Ranſom. 


Whilſt king Richard, with the Expence of ſo much Trea- 
ſure, has purchas'd himſelf nothing but a Goal, let us take a 
ſhort Survey of his Life ; and we ſhall find, that as he.was the 
firſt, ſo he likewiſe was the worſt of all the Richard:: For ſuch 
was the Unevenneſs of his Temper, that he was never well 


peither full nor faſting ; and the Unſteadineſs of his Judgment 


made 
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made his Government very uneaſie and diſtaſteful to almoſt al 
ſbrts of Men. That he was an ill Son, needs no other Proof 
than the Preternatural Reſentment, of his dead Father, whoſe 
Corps io abhorr'd his Preſence, that it over · acted its Part, (if 
we may ſo ſay) to charge the Guilt upon the unnatural Of- 
fender; for the Blood guſh'd out of his Noſtrils, as he lay bare- 
tac'd upon his Herſe, as ſoon as his Son Richard approach'd with 
diſſembled Reverence to kiſs his Hand. That he was an ill Bro- 
ther, appears by the ill Uſage of his Brothers, Fobn and Geoffery ; 
the firſt of whom, without any juſt Cauſe of Suſpicion, he 
wou'd have forc'd to abjure the Realm; the laſt to quit his 
Biſhoprick ; and whether his Unkindneſs or his Injuſtice was 
the greater, is not eaſie to determine. What kind of Hus- 
band he was like to prove, was manifeſt by his Deportment to 
her that ſhou'd have been his Wife, the fair Lady Adela, Siſter. 
to the French King, whom he did not more deſire when he 
cou'dn't have her, than he (lighted her when ie cou'd; ſends 
ing her Home ſo unexpeRedly, that tis hard to ſay, whether he 
more diſparag'd her, his Father, (who was his Paramour ) or 
himſelf; making the Buſineſs the worſe, by the ſame means he 
thought to make it better: For his giving her many Jewels, 
was only to make the World think it a Recompence of that 
one Jewel ſhe had left behind, and thereby confirming.the Opie 
nion of the World, that the Father enjoy'd {the Pleaſure; and 
the Son paid the Charges. Having thus found him an ill Man, 
we ſhall find him a worſe King; behaving himſelf more like a 
Projetor than a Prince: For (as we have already mention'd ) 
after he had rak d up as much Money preparatory to his Voy- 
age into the Holy Land, as if he intended to have ſpent all his 
own Dominions in Recovering thoſe, he found out ſo many 
Tricks to cozen and cheat the People of more, that at length, 
in deceiving them, he deceiv'd himſelf too: For thoſe whom 
he compell'd to pay new Fines for the Lands they had bought of 
him, upon Pretence of having loſt his old Szal, ſlipt in ſuch 
new Conditions, unperceiy'd, into their, new Patents, that 

ade them Gainers by the Loſs ; whilſt his Covetouſneſs ſuf- 
er d him not to perceive it, or his Neceſſity not to prevent the 
Inconvenience. But that which renders him moſt unworthy 
the Affections of his Subjects, was, the not only making him- 
elf a Stranger to them, ( for during his Reign of Nine Years 
and Nine Months, he was not above Eight Months with them 
n all) but leaving them to be govern'd by a Stranger, who, 
however a Man of the Church, had ſo little regard to Juſtice, 
Honour, orReligion, that he obſerv'd no other Law but that of 
is own Will, But to make his Injuſtice yet more inſupport- 
able, after he return'd Home, he reſum'd all the Crown Lands 
e had Aljened for the carrying on his holy Deſign, without 
Elving the leaſt Satisfaction to thoſe who had furniſh'd him with 
oney upon. them: Which nothing cou'd have excus'd, had 
ny dody elſe ſuffer d by it, bat *. Clergy-men that put 90 
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up the Vain-glorious Reputation of his Courage, and make 


but the Taking of one Town, and Beſieging another; which, 


a Yulgar, ſtripp'd of his Honour, as well as Treaſure, he thought 


firſt upon that Project. But laſtly, To ſhew he had as little 
Senſe of Honour as of Equity, he pitifully and meanly did de- 
poſe himſelf, and deliver up his Kingdom to the Hands of the 
Emperor, after he was taken Priioner in Germany; being not 
aſham'd to attempt to make his People Slaves, on Condition 
he might be free himſelf. And wherefore was all this Foil and 
Charge, Embaraſſiag himſelf and his Subjects, but only to hold 


— 


good that Beſtial Ad junct of Cur de Leon ; which was not im- 
properly given to him, it we conſider, that the ſame Creature 
is as much noted for his Veracity as Cowage ? And yet the Excely 
of his Valour was moſtly ſpent in Private Quarrels, as has been 
already related. - And what was the End of his great Enter- 
prize in the Holy Land, after having tari ied above a Year there, 


upon Notice of the Diſorders at Home, (that a wiſe Man 
might eaſily have fore-ſeen and 8 he quit with ro 
lels Diſorder, leaving the whole Action with as much Precipt 
tation as he took it up; inſomuch that his Wife and Siſter that 

ccompanied him, and all their Attendants and Officers, were 

rcd to ſhitt for themſelves, and get Honie as they could; 
which Inconſideration of his, met with that pitiful Event be- 
fore mention'd : To redeem him from which, his Subjects were 
fain to firain themſelves beyond their Abilities, Lay-men and 
Clergy parting with a Fourth part of their Real, and a Tenth 
of their Perſonal Eftate ; all which was not ſufficient to make 
up his Ranſom, till they pawa'd and ſold their very Chalices 
and Church-Ornaments. _ | * 

"Being thus as it were Un- king d, and expos'd Naked to the 


neee 


imielf not ſecure of the Faith and Reverence due to his Birth, 
by any other way, but by a Re- coronation; which being as Ex: 
traordinary as the reſt of his Actions, ( for he was the firſt ut 
meet with twice Crown'd ) was, notwithſtanding the Poverij 
of the Nation, perform'd with that Solemnity, as ſhew't he hal 
the ſame Mind, tho' not the ſame Purſe, as when he began hi 
Voyage fo the Hol) Land. How afterwards he fitted out! 
Feet of One hundred Sail of Ships, to chaſtize the Rebellio 
of his Brother Fobn in Normandy , and then how his It 
dignation was wholly diverted upon the French King, I wil 
leave to the Writers of his General Aiſtory: Only 1'cannd 
but take notice how Providence, havivg determin d to put a 
End to his Ambition and Avarice, offer d a Fatal Occafion, b 
the Diſcovery of ſome Treaſure- Trove: For the Viſcount d 
Lymoges having found a great Treaſure of Silver and Gold i 
the Groond, voluntarily renders the King a Part, whid 
tempted him to claim the Whole; and ſo eager was he of ti 
re, that being deny d, he beſieg d the Caſtiè © Challons, whe! 
he ſuppoſed the Treaſure was hid; from whence, by a fat 
. ; | Arr. 
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King RICHARD the EH. 39 
rrow ſhot from the Hand of one whoſe Father and two Bro- 


bers be had kill'd with his own Hand, he was unexpectedly 
in; leaving no Iſſue either of his Body or Mind, except 


* 
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Three Daughters which a Prieſt told him of: which in an An- 


:-nt Manuſcript I find thus related: Whilſt King Richard was 
En France, againſt King __ a French Prieſt, called ulco, came 
o him, telling him, That had Three bad Daughters which he 

wiſhed ro beſtow from him in Marriage: and when the King mar- 
velled who they ſhould be, knowing of none he had: res, ſaid 
the Prieft, thou cheriſheſt Three Daughters, Pride, Covetouſneſs, and 
Leachery : Which the King ſeeming to take merrily, ſaid to his 
Lords, This Hypoctitical Prieſt hath found that T have Three Daugh- 
tert, Pride, Cou-rouſneſs, and Leachery, which he would have me 
beflow forth; and if any fuch I have, I have found out fit Euabands. 


for them: My Daughter Pride T bequeath to the haughty Templars 


Hoſpitallers, who are as proud as Lucifer bimſclf; my Daughter 
Covetouſneſs I give o the White Monks of the Ciſtercian Order, far 
they cover the Devil and all; and as for my Daughter Leachery, J 
can beſtow her no where better than on the Pr teſts and Prelates of our 
Time, But however King Richard made à Jeft of the Prieſt's 
Words, certain it is, that he rak'd more Money by unparallel'd 
Taxes upon the Nation, than any King before him : His Voy 
age to the Holy Land par'd it to the Bones, by many unju 
ways; but his unlucky Return quite Ruin'd it He died by a 
poiſon'd Arrow, and left two Baſtards behind im. 
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ING JOHN ſucceeded his Brother Richard, 250 the 
_ Right of Succeſſion was in Arthur, who was Son to Geof- 
fery Dake of Britain, John's Eldeſt Brother : However, 
John was crownel ac Weſtminſter, by Hubert Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury ; and afterwards in a Battel ſurpriging his Enemies, and 
taking among tre Priſoners Prince Arthur, commits bim to Priſon; 
where he ſoon after dies, net withrut Suſpicion of being murthered by 
King John's Privit); His Principilities in France are ſeized on by 
the French; Wales is in a Combuſi in, Ireland in an Mproar, Scots 
land preparing againſt bim; England in Confuſion, the King, the 
f Feers, the Prelates, and Commons, at pet petual Divifiin, The Pope 
; - Eurders our bis Excommunications againſt the King and all that Obey 
= bim; and Taterdifts the whole Realm. The King goes into Ireland, 
= - and ma les up the Breaches, and cements the Diviſions there; and 
: OS imo England, Lluetwyn Prince of North-Wales, in- 
| vades the Marches of England, but is Enccuntred and Conquer d. 
| 
| 


| Ile Tope gives ihe Kingdom of England to Philip of France; but 
=" Ring John making Jeace with the Pepe, ſurrendred his Crown to 
Pandulphus the Pope's Legate, and for Monty and good Words ts 

Abſolved, and receives it again. Philip of France attempts to in- 

| | vade England, but his Fleet is beaten, ſcatter' d, and takep by King 
= John. Lewis the Dauphin of France lands at Sandwicl comes ro 
= London, and takes the Oatb of Allegiance of the Barons and Citi- 
ens at Paul's Church; and yet is afterwards forſaken of the Engliſh 
Lords, King John, being freed from Invaſion and Foreign Aſſaults, 
is porſon'd by a Monk in Swinſted-Abby, having #eign'd Seventeen 
Tears, and Seven Months ; ending his Reign the 19th ef October, 
1216. and was buried in Worceſter, Thus far his General Hiſtory. 


His Secret Hiſtory runs through his whole Reign; for all his 
Works were Works cf Darkneisz and he had a Secret Deſign 
in all he did, contrery to the Intereft of the Kingdom, and 
his 041 Intereſt too: His Uſurping the Crown was both unjuſt 
and unnatural, for he knew it was the Right of his Nephew 

| Prince 
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Miniſters, ( incenſed likewiſe againſt him.) or rather through 
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prince Arthur: And as he obtain'd the Crown by Injuſtice, ſo 


by Injuſtice he govern'd z and embroil'd the State and himſelf 
in thoſe deſperate Confuſions, that made his Reign uneaſie, and 
his Death unpitied; making all his Actions ſubſervient to kis 
own Ends; pretend ing faiteſt where he intended fouleſt: Thus 
he pretends a Scruple of Conſcience; for marrying Avice his 
Second Wife, Daughter and Heir to the Duke of Glouceſter, 
alledging ſhe was Conſanguine in the Third Degree; when the 
True and Secret Reaſon was, That he had a Deſign to marry- 


(as he afterwards did) Iſabel, Daughter and Heir to the Earl 


of Angoleſme, ( tho' ſhe was before betrothed to Hugb le Brun, 
Earl of March, (a Peer of great Eſtate and Alliance in France) 
by Conſent of King Richard, in whoſe Cuſtody ſhe then was. 
But Hugh le Brun, who had his eſpouſed Wife thus taken from 
him dy King Fobn, finding himſelf touch'd in the moſt ſenſible 
part, combines with Prince Arthur, the Barons of Poictou and 
Britain, raiſes a ſtrong Party, with whom alſo joins the King 
cf France, notwithſtanding all the Tyes he ſtood engaged in to 
King John; for finding his Intereft would be of that fide, he 
found alſo that Intereſt would not lye; fo that he was now af- 
fail'd by the King of France on one fide, that is, in Normandy ; 
and on the other, by Arthur, and the Barons of Anjou; where 
King John, with great Secrecy, Expedition and Force, came un- 
expectedly, and defeated the whole Army of the Aſſailants, 
and taking many Priſoners; among whom were Prince Arthur 
his Nephew, Hugh le Brun, whoſe afhanced Spouſe he had mar- 
ried; with the Barons of Poictou, and above 200 Knights and 
Men of Command: All which he carried away bound in 
Gy _—_ diſpers'd into divers Caſtles, both of Normandy and 
England, . | | 

Th's Victory, which brought thoſe into his Power which he 
had moſt Reaſon to fear, one would think ſhould ſufficiently 
eftabliſh him in the Throne, and ſettle the Crown upon his 
Head; but inftead of that it undid him; for he had ill De- 
ſigns in all he did, and a Secret Curſe continually purſu'd him: 


. 8nJ the ill Uſe he made of this Victory, ruin'd his Reputation 


for ever. Prince Arthur his Nephew, the right Heir of the 
Crown, was ſoon after ſecretly murthered in Priton 3 and tho” he 
did «hat he could to clear his hands of it, yet was it generally 
laid at his Door; which, with the cruel Execution of many of 
his Priſoners an! Hoſtages, ſo exaſperated the Nobility of Hi. 
tain, Anjou, and Poictou, that they all took Arms againft him, 
and ſummon'd him to anſwer what he had done, in the Court 
of Juſtice of the King of France, to whom they appeal; which 
he refuſing, is condemn'd both to loſe the Dutchy ot Normanty, 
(of which his Anceſtors had been poſſeſs d by the [pace of 300 
Years ) and all his other Provinces in France, which the next 
Year after, either through Negligence, (being given over to 
the Pleaſures of his young Wite) or by the Revolt of his own 
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42 The True Secret Hiſtory of 4 
that Secret Curſe which always follow d him, he became wholly 
diſpoſſeſs d of, tho* himſelf was all the while upon the Spot, 
hut the General Hiftory of this King ſufficiently declaring 
the Infelicities of his Reign, it would be but to hold a Candle 
to the Sun, to ſpeak farther thereof. So many and ſo great 
were the Impoſitions laid upon the Nation by this King, that 
at lenath they refuſed to pay any more; and the Archbithop of 
Fork having folemnly curſed the Receivers thereof, ſecretly 
with-drew himſelf out of the Kingdom : The Barons allo being 
ſummonꝭd to attend the King into Frame, they all by a general 
Conſent ſent him word, That unleſs he would reftore to them 
+ their Rights and Liberties, they would do him no Service out 
of the Kingdom, And. this was the beginning of a miſerable 
Breach between the King and the People, both being our of 
order; the juſt Ligaments of Command and Obedience, that 
ſhould hold them together, being diſjointed ; the reducing 
whercof into juſt Proportion again, coſt more Noble Blood 
than all the Foreign Wars ſince the Conqueſt : For this Con- 
' tention ceaſed not, (tho' it often had ſome fair Intermiſſions) 
till the great Charter to keep the Beam right betwixt Sove- 
raiguty and Subjection, firſt obtained of this King Fobn, and 
afterwards of his Son Henry the Third, ( tho' never truly ob- 
ſeryd by either) was in the Maturity of a Judicious Prince, 
Edward the Firſt, freely ratified, in the 27th Year of his Reign, 
which was above Fourſcore Years after. 

IT This being the firſt Civil Diſſention we find ſince William the 
Firſt, betu cen the King and his Nobles, of this Nature; it 
will not be there amiſs to ſearch into the Secret Grounds and 
- Cauſes thereof, and ſo we ſhall be the better able to judge of the 

Occaſions given and taken for the Riſe of it. It was now 
about 140 Years ſince , illiam the Firſt had planted and ſettled 
here the Norman Nobility, whoſe Iſſue being now become meer 
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A 5 Egli, were grown to be of great Numbers and Means, and 


of great Spirits, ever exercis d in the Wars of France, where 
moſt of them were Commanders of Caſtles, or Owners of 
other Eftates beſides hat they held in England: And being 
now by this viotent-and unſucceſsful King, ſhut out from Action, 
and their Means Abroad, they began to think of ry 
what was left at Home, which by their martial Freedom, and 
the Priviledges of the Kingdom, (which now Neceſſity drove 
them to look more narrowly into) they were the more encou- 
. Taged to Atrempt, in regard they ſaw themſelves and the King- 
dom brought almoſt to Ruine; being perpetually heraſs d at 
the Kings Will; which was againſt their Right, his Violence 
and Corruption having no Right to preſcrire upon them: Tho 


bs it muſt be acknouledg d, chat their Cauſe was better than their 


Proſecution: For whilſt . ig to lecover what they had 
loft; and the K ing to keep what by the Advantage of the Time 
and the Peoples Sufferance, he had gotten, many unjuft an 

© Infolent Courſes were uſed on either ſide, | But there row! 

TE g 


King JOHN. 45 
>me particular Inſtances of King Fokn's Violation of the Laws 
and Liberties of the Realm, which Secretly influenc'd the 
Lords to demand the Reftitution of their Rights at this time: 
One of which was, his Endeavouring to baniſh the Earl of che- 
ſter only for adviſing him to leave his Cruelty and Incontinence's 
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p of Another was, that he endeavour'd to Debauch a Daughter of 
etly Robert Fitꝭ-· water, calPd Maud the Fair; but the not conſenting 
-ing to the King's Luſt, a Meſſen zer was ſent to give her Poiſon in 
eral a Potch'd Egg, whereof ſhe died. A Third was his Cruelty to 
Jem the Family of William de Brauſe, a Nobleman; the Story is 
out this: The King, to prevent the Drfection of his Subjeas, 
üble ( which his own Conſcience ſecretly told him he had given Rea- 
t of ſon enough for) ſends with a Military Power to all the Potent 


Men of the Kingdom, to require Pledges for the Aſſurance of 
ing their Fidelity; wherein many of them ſatisfied the King's 
00 Will, ſending ſome their Sons, ſome their Nepheus, and others 
on- the neareſt of their Kin : Among the reſt, William de Brauſe, 
5 2 Nobleman, being deſir d to deliver in his Pledge, his Wife 
re- preventing her Husband's Anſwer, tells the Commilloners, Thar 
the Xing ſhou'd have none of her Sons to keep, who was fa ill 4 
Keeper of bis own, Brother's Son, Arthur: For which raſh and 
inconſiderate Speech, the Baron ſharply reprehending his Wife, 
before the King's Servants, told them, He was read», if be bad 
offended, vo ſarisfie rhe Ring, without any Pledge, according 10 the 


he udgment of his Court, or that of his Peers, at any Time or Place 
it whereſoe ver. Upon the Report of this Anſwer, the King ſends 
id down Secretly to apprehend the Baron; butghe either having 
be private Notice, or doubting what would rolfow; fled with tus 


Wife and Children into Ireland; where afterward, this afflicted 
Lady is ſaid to have ſent Queen Iſabe! Four hundred Kine, and 
a Bull; which yet could not obtain her Pardon, nor paciſie the 


er 

4 King's Wrath ; but was afterwards taken, with her two-Sons, 
e (her Husband eſcaping into France) and was ſent to the Caſtie 
N of Windſor, where ſhe and her two innocent Children were fa- 
8 -miſh'd to Death. And now I am ſpeaking of innocent Children, 


I cannot omit to mention another Bloody Action of this 
Wicked King's; which is, That at his Return out of Ireland, . 
paſſing through Wales, he there ſubdued certain Rebels, and 
takes Eight and twenty Children of the beſt Families, as Pledges - 

of their tuture Loyalty; but not long after, hearing that 
grew mutinous, and rebelled again, he was ſo incenſed again 
them, that he would not go to Dinner till he had ſeen thoſe 
Twenty eight Children all hang'd before his Face; which was 
done accordingly : Thus cauſing the Innocent to ſuffer for the 
Guilty. But what elſe cou'd be expected from ſuch a Prince, 
who made his own Wilt the grand Meaſure of all his Actions, 
and who, to gain his own Ends, was ready to renounce Chri- 
ſtianity it ſelf, and turn Mahometan; for being in ſome Di- 
ſtreſs, he ſent Thomas Hurdington, and Ralph Fitz Nichols, Knights, 
to Miramumalim, King of Africk and Myrocco, with Offer of his 
_ Kingdowy 
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Kingdom to him, upon Condition he would come and ai 
him; and that if he prevailed, he would himſelf become: 
Mahometan , and renounce the Chriftian Faith. And the 
Truth is, confidering how he acted, it was no Matter what 
Faith he was of: And moſt think he had none at all; for ſome 
Expreſſions of his, ſavour very much of Atheiſm ; Witneß, 
that after he had been reconciled to the Pope, and received an 
Overthrow in France, he very paſſionately aid, That nothin 
had proſpered with him, ſince be had been reconciled o God and the 
Pope. Not much unlike to which, was another Expreſſion he 
had upon the opening of a fat Buck: See, ſaid he, how tbi, 
Deer hath proſpered, and how Fat be is; and yet I dare ſwear he 
 mever beard Maſs, © Of this King, ſays one, we cannot reckon 
* fo many Impieties as he had: Unnatural to his own Blood, to 
* the Wife of his Boſom; bloody to the Nobility and Clergy ; 
© notoriouſly guilty of Perjury, often Swearing, but never 
keeping his Word: Betraying his Crown and Kingdom to 
the Pope; and rather than want his Will, wou'd ruine both 
Church, Nobles. and the whole Nation: Sends an Ambaſſa- 
% for to a Mooriſh King in Africa, to render him the King 
dom of England, to hold it from him as his Soveraign Lord, 
* and to renounce Chriſt, and receive Mahomet. In the Heat of 
his Wars with the Nobility, Gentry, and Commons, he re- 
< Paired to Swinſted- Abbey, where he was Poiſoned, leaving 
Three Baſtards behind him. His Character is ſumm'd up in 
a few Words by a late Hiſtorian, with which 1 ſhall conclude 
all L have to ſay of him; which is, That be was neither fir- for 
Proſperity, nor Adverſity : For Proſperity made him inſolent, and 
Adverſity dejected. . 
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he O F 7 ; 
n King HE N RT the LIhird. 


ING HENRY the Third was the Eldeſt Son of King 
John, by Ilabel Daughter of Aymer Earl of Angoleſm: 


th This Henry was born at Wincheſter, and firſt crown'd at 
4+ Plouceſter by Peter Biſhop of Winchetter, and ſoſſeline Biſbop. 
F Bath; and after Agreement with bis Lords, he was again 
7 crown'd at Weſtminſter by Stephen Langton Archbiſhop of Can- 


terbury: Gualo the Pope's Legate, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, and 
„william Marſhal Earl of Pembrook, being tbe Protector of the 
S King and Realm, the King being but Nine Tears old; by whoſe Pru- 
a dent Government, Lewis the Dauphin of France, with all his French 
Armies, being eapulſed out of the Land : The Xing forgave all the 
Layety that had taken part with Lewis, but made the Clergy pay. 
great Fines; then King Henry went with 4 great Army into Bri- ' + if 
rain, againft Lewis King of France, and ſpoiled the Country 3 i 9 
at laſt 4 Peace was concluded, Richard Earl of Cornwal, the oY 

King's Brother, was made King of tte Romans; the Kjng.loſt 14 
is Lands in France, except the Vutchy of Acquitain; an Injurre 39 
tion in Wales, Ireland in Rebellion, Eazland in Confuſion. Tbe 

King entertains Poictovines out of France and gives them Places o 

great Honour in the Kingdom ;, which made the Englith Barons raiſe 

Arms againſt the King, The Earls of Leiceſter and Glouceſter 

toaß the King at the Battel of Lewis: The Lord Chief Fuſtice was 

Kill d in Weſtminſter-Hall, But after all theſe Broils, the Xing 

died in Peace, baving reigned 56 Tears, and One Month ; ending his 

Ae gu the 16th of November, 1272. and was buried in Weſtminſter, 

Thus much for his Reign in General, 1 next proceed to 


His Secret Hiſtory: His Father leaving him young, (for he 
was crown'd at Nine Years of Age ) he was for ſome time un- 
er the Tuition and Governance of a Protector; and whilft 
he was ſo, both himſelf and the Kingdom were happy: For all 
hat time being under the Power of a Guardian, a Reſtraint 
was put upon his Natural Inclinations: But no ſooner was he 
ome of Age, and had taken the Government into = — ä 
hf, hee an 
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Hands, but he quickly began to ſhew himſelf, and to let the 
World know that his Subſects were not beholden to him for 
that Eaſe and Quietneſs they enjoy d in the firſt Years of h 
Reign: For he no ſooner came to take the Government upon 
himſelf, but he was ſecretly laying Foundations for raiſing uy 
the late demoliſh'd Structure of Arbitrary Government and 
Abſolute Rule; heaping up one Grievance upon another, til 
the whole Frame of Government was again unhing'd : For the 
King being come to ſome Years of Underftanding, was, in: 
Parliament holden at London, put in mind by the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, in behalf of the State, of his Oath made, and 
taken by others for him, upon the Peace made with Lewis, for 
Confirmation of the Liberties of the Kingdom, for which the 
War began with his Father, it being the chief Baſis wherenpon i - 
both his own Good, and that ef his People, muſt ſubſiſt; with 
cut which, the whole State would again fall in ſunder; and they 
would have him te know it betim<, that he might the better 
avoid thoſe miſerable Inconveniencies which the Diſ-union of 
Rule and Obedience might bring upon them all. But thi 
Oounſel as good and as profitable as it was, found ſome of the 
young King's Counſellers to oppoſe it, who urged it to haye 
been an Act of Conſtraint, and therefore not to be pecformed: 
Yet was it notwithſtanding at that time promiſed by the King 
to be ratified, and twelve Knights, or other legal Men of ever 
Shire, were by Writs charged to examine what were the Lays 
and Liberties which the Kingdom enjoyed under his Grand. 
father, and return the fame by a certain Day; which Prolongs 
tion, for all the fair Shew that it carried, was no other than a 
Secret Deſign to elude the Force of thoſe Laws: For during 
the whole Reign of this King, which was Six and fifty Years, 
the longeſt of any King of England) it was this put him ty 
the greateſt Trouble, and moſt of all embroil'd his Aﬀairs, 

making him ili-beloved of his beople, and far leſs a King than 
he would have been, only by ſtriving to be greater than he 
ſhould ; which indeed is but the juſt Reward of all Violations: 
For even this firft Heſitation, upon the requeſting of their Li 
| berties, was ready to turn the Blood, and ſhew'd how ſenſible 
the State was in the leaſt Stoppage of that tender Vein. 

The next Year another Parliament was held at Weſtminſte, 
in which was required the Fiftieth part of all Moveables bothot 
the Clergy and Layetv, for the Recovery of thoſe Dominion 
in France, with-held from this Crown by Lewis the now King, 
contrary to his Oath and Promiſe made here in England at his 
Departure: Which Motion, tho? it concern'd the Honour and 
Dignity of the Kingdom, (being the Inheritance of the King 
and the Eftates of moſt of the Nobility, and other ef the King! 
Subjects, who Had Lands and Poſſeſſions in thoſe Parts, whid 
doubtleſs they deſired to recover with their utmoſt Means ) yet 
would they not yield to the Grant of this Subſidy, but upol 


Confirmation of their Liberties; which in the end they 1 


—— — 


*1the ame words and form as King Fobn had granted them 
in the two Charters before. And. Twelve Knights or Legal Men 
are choſen in every Shire, upon their Oath, to part the Old 
Foreſts from the New; and all ſuch as were found to have been 
inforefted fince the firſt Coronation of Hemy the Second, 
to be diſ-forreſted, and diſpoſed at their pleaſure who were to 
poſſeſs them; whereupon they were laid open, Ploughed, and 
improved to the great comfort and benefit of the Subject; 
whereby Men were ſuſtain'd inſtead of Wild Beaſts, and more 
room made for em to Employ their Induſtry. 

All this while the King was in his Non-Age; and for that 
reaſon two years after, calling a Parliament at Oxford; where- 
in he declares himſelf to be of lawful Age, and free from Cu- 
ſtody, he Cancels and Annuls the Charter of the Foreſts, which 
he had before granted; as having then no power of himſelf, 
or of his Seal, and ſo of no Validity: And the more to.ſhow 
himſelf, cauſes Proclamation to be made, That both Clergy, 
and all others, if they «ould enjoy thoſe Lifferties, ſhould fre- 
new their Charters, and have them confirmed under his New 
Seal, for which they were conſtrained to pay, not accordi 
to their Ability, but the Will of the Chief Juſtice, Hugh 
Burgh, upon whom the blame of all is laid; for it was very 


common with this King to give Sectet Inſtructions to- 


his Miniſters to do what he hid a mind to have 
done; and when thereby an Odium was'rais'd upon the 
King, he would be ſure to lay all the blame upon his Miniſters. 
Not but that Hugh de Burgh was bad enough of himſelf; and 
therefore the fitter Counſellor for ſuch a King. And now the 
King having taken the Caſtle of Berkhamſte4 from his Brother 


the Earl of Cornwall, and committed the keeping of it to dne 


Walleran a Dutchman, ſeveral of the Nobility join with the Earl; 
for he having demanded the poſſeſſion of the Caſtle to he gi- 
yen him, as of Right it ought, the Chief Juſtice adviſes the 
King to Apprehend the Earl, and to Commit him to ſafe Cu- 
ſtody z which was indeed the juſtifying of one injury, hy the 
doing of another; but the Earl either having notice, or elſe 
ſuſpecting their Deſign, flies preſently to Mariborow, where he 
finds William Earl Marſhal, his Friend and Confederate by Oath; 
with whom he haſtens to Stamford, and there meets with the 
Earls ot Cheſter,” Gloceſter, Warzen, Hereford, Ferners, Warwick 
with divers Barons, and Men afrms; from whence they ſend 
to the King, adviſing him to right the Injury done to his Bro- 
ther ; and beſides, requite Reſtitution to be made without de- 
lay, of the Liberties of the Forreſts, lately Cancell'd at Ox» 
ford ; otherwiſe they wou d compel him thereto by the Sword 3 
Which the King, not out of love to Juſtice, but to avoid tha 
preſent Dangers, at laſt agreed to. . 
The King after this goes over into France to recover, what be- 
Jong d to him chere (having firkt exatted great Sums 2 
c £7 ot. | ergy 
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Clergy and of the City of London, forthe Redemption of their 
Liberties, (beſides the third part of all the Good); of the Zens) 
And being met by the Nobles of Poidou, they wich the Earl of 
Britain do homage to him; and after much Miſchief done in 
Poicton, Xantongue, and Ai gonois, where their Friends and Ene- 
mies ſuffer all alike, at length a Peace is concluded, and the 
King returns without Glory or Profit, bringing with him the 
Earl of Britain and many Poictovinc, to receive Rewards for do- 
ing nothing; which notwithſtanding all their former Expence, 
muſt be ſqueez'd out of the Subſtance of his Engliſh Subjects: 
To which purpoſe he diſplaces ſeveral of his Officers and Re- 
ceiyers, calling hem to accompt, and charging them with de- 
frauding him in their offices; of whom Ralph Breton Trea- 
ſurer of his Chamber was the firſt, and he is both committed 
to Priſon, and grievoully fin d; the next is Hubert de Burgh his 
chief Juſtice, a man who had „ nl La under him, in a 
Place always Obnoxious to Detrattion and Envy, and he is 
call'd to account, ſor all ſuch Money as had paſs d his Office; 
for which, tho he had the Kings Grant for it during Life, yet 
he is thruſt out, and very great Crimes laid to his charge, foc 
no ſooner was this great Officer fallen into the Kings Diſplea- 
ſure, but a whole Volley of Accuſations were diſcharged upon 
him: Which he to avoid, flies to a Church for Sanctuary; 
but it proves no Shelter to him, for from thence he was taken 
by force,and committed toPriſon ; but theBiſhop of London com- 

laining of Violence thereby done to the Church, he was again 

rought thither; but that could not ſhelter him from theWrath 
of the King, who found out a way to make him leave the San. 


 Atuary.of himſelf; for cauſing a Strict Guard to be ſet about 


All the Avenues, that ſo no Suſtenance might be brought to 
him, Hunger quickly Compell'd him to come our, rather than 
lie there and Starve: And ſo committing himſelf to the Kings 
Mercy, he was ſeat Priſoner to the Devizes and bisTreaſure which 
he had left in the Cuſtody of the Templars, was brought forth, 
and Seiz d into the Kings Hands, he Claiming that, and much 
more, as ſtolen out of his Exchequer. Now tho' the removing 
of Corrupt Miniſters, and calling them to accompt, be a good 
thing in it ſelf, and the way to have [uſtice Impartially executed, 


Jet this was none of the Kings delign herein; for what he 


ſecretly intended, was to bring Money into his own Coffers, 
and to gratifie the Poictovins and other ſtrangers, that he had 
brought with him out of Fra ; for only ſtrangers were pre- 
ferred in the room of all the Officers that were turn'd out; 
and theſe knowing they were plac'd there to get Money, made 
uſe of their time to that end, — to the great Oppreſſion of the 
Subject. The two Principal Inſtruments of all this diſorder, 
being (as *tis ſaid) the Biſhop of Wincheſter, who was lately 
return d from the Holy Wars abroad, to be the Author of un- 


holy Diſcord at home; and one Peter de Rivallis, who was noy 
a ſpecial Minion about the King; by whoſe means all the chief 


Counſellors, 
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Counſellors, erg Earls, and Barons of the Kiadom were 
ed, and Strangers preferred in their 


Theſe Open Violations and Tnfufferab'e Violences, ſo exal- 
perated the Nobility, that many of em ( whereof Richard, 
now Earl Marſhal, upon the Death of his Brother William, was 
Chiet) entered into a Combination for the Defence of it 
Publick, and boldly ſaew d the King, his Error, a, the il a. 
ſel Courſe he took, in preferring Strangers about him, to the BU. 
{race and Oppreſſi n of his Natural Liege People, con ay to their 
Laws and Liberties ; and thut, © unleſs .he waul4 reform this Exceſs, 
whereby his Crown and Kingdom was in imminem Danger, be and 
the refl of the Nobility would withdraw themſctves from his Coun- 
cl. To which the Biſhop of Wincheſter replied; That it was law- 
ful for the Xing to call what Straneers be pleas'd about him, for the- 
Defence of 'bjs Crown and Kingdom, and thereby to compel his proud 
and "rebellious Subjets to their due Obedience. Which haughty 
Anſwer of the Biſhop's, caus d the Earl, and the reſt, toe. 
part with extream Indignation; vowing, That in this CA 
which concerned them all, they wou'd fpend their Lives. 
The King hereupon, both ſuddenly and ſecretly, ſends. over 
for great Numbers of Po'@ovins to alfiſt him; chuſing rather” 
unworthily 6 be aſſiſted by Strangers, than to take the goot 
n 


I 


Advice and el of his own people; by which means, in- 
ſtead of he the Breaches already made, he only made 
'em wider. Som n af'er this, the King ſummons 4 Parliament 
at Oxford, whither the Lords refuſed ro come, as well becauſe 
they found themſelves deſpis'd, as becauſe of the great Num- 
bers of Strangers that were about the King, which made them 
not look upon it to he ſafe. It was thereupon thought fit by - 
the King's Council, that they ſhou d be a Second and Third 
time ſummon d, to ſee whether they would come, or not. But 
this not ſucceeding, | a Parliament is ſummon d likewiſe at 
Weſtminſter. whither the Lords ftill refuſed ro come, unleſs the 
King wou'd remove the Biſhop of VMincheſſer, and the Poifovins, 
from the Court; letting the King know, That otherwiſe they. 
would; by the Common Council of the Kingdom, Expel him and his 
Evil Counſellors out of the Land, and Create a New King, Upon 
this Threatning, Pledges are Tequir'd of the Nobility, to de 
deliver d by a certain Day, for the Security of their Allegi- 
ance; but no Act paſſed" in this Parliament, by reaſon of the. 
Abſence of the Lords: For the divers Lords came thither, - 
yet in the Earl-Marſhal, the Lord Gubert Baſſet, and 
other Lords were not preſent, there was nothing done. After 


this, Writs were ſent out to all who held by Knight's Service, 
to repair to the King at Glouceſter by a certain Day: Which the 
Earl-Marfſhal and his Aſſociates refuſing, the King, without the | 
Judgment of his Court, and their Peers, cauſes them tc be 
pProclamed Outlaws, . all rheic Lands, W Y 
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pou to his Poifovins; and directs out Writs to attach their 
odies, whereſoever to be found in the Kingdom. | 


The Biſhop of Winchefler, (Who was the King's Evil Coun 


ſellor, and chief Tool in all his Unjuſt Proceedings) that he 
might weaken the Party of the Earl-Marſhal, buys off the Earls 
of Cheſter and Lincoln with a Thouſand Marks; and the King ſe- 
cretly makes great Offers to his Brother, ſo that he likewiſe left 
them. The Barons upon this, withdraw themſelves into Water, 
and oy with Lewellin, and other great Men in that Countrey ; 
whither alſo came Hubert de Burg, who had cſcaped out of Pri- 
ſon, and joins with them, each mutually ſwearing, that nv 
one without the other ſhould make any Agreement. 

Soon after, the King with his Army engages the Barons, but 
comes off with Loſs; and afterwards meets with no better Suc- 
| ceſswithan Army of Foreigners. The King's Arms not pre. 

valling, he ſecretly employs a Fryar of the Order of Minors, 
to ſes if he could perſwade the Earl Marſhal to come in, and 
it himſelf to the King's Mercy: The Fryar undertakes 
vince, and tells the Earl-Marſhal, That be has beard the 
ing (ay, That notwithſtanding bis great Offences, if be would ſub- 
wut, be would not only pardon, and reſtore him to big Eſtate; but 
would give bim ſo much.of Herefordſhire as conventently 
maimain him: Adding, Tha it was the Deſire of ti; Ni and bu 
Id be made in Privite ,, uling be 
lides, all the Inducements he couid to draw-himithereto; telling 
him, That it was bis Duty and Intereſt ſo to do. But all the Pains 
the Fryar took in this Matter, was but in yain, the Earl being 
not at all moved therewith; but on the contrary told the Fryar 
what Injuries he had receiy'd ; and, Thar he could not truſt be 
King whilſt be had ſuch Counſelors about him as were void both of 
C *, 4 Hotour, and Hone(ly, and who only ſought 1he Deſtri> 


1 
on 
ction of bimſelf and his Friends, tho' they bad alwass been the King' 
. Loyal Subjets, The Fryar ftill prels'd the Matter further, an- 
ſwering the Earl's Objections, and telling him of the Greatneſs 
of the King's Power, his own Weakneſs, an the Danger he 
was in. To which · the Earl reply d, That be ſear'd no Danger; 
That he would never yield to the King's Will, that would be guided by 
70 11 and that he ſhould give an ill Example, to relinquiſh the 
Fuſtice o 
25 that ſo to do, would be to declare he lov d worldly Poſſeſſions mor: 
Than Right, or Honour. And ſo nothing was done ; but the War 
continu'd with much Effuſion of Blood. At length the King 
Carried on another Secret Deſign to be rid of the Earl-Marſhal; 
and that was, by ſending over a Secret Commiſſion into.Jre/end, 
To ſeize upon all thoſe great Poſſeſſions that the Earl had there, 
and which deſcended to him from his Anceſtor the Earl of Strone- 
bow, the firſt Conqueror of that Country; all which were 
pulled, and taken from him, by virtue of that Commiſſion: 
Which the Farl hearing, went over thither, and by ſeeking td 
recover his Eſtate, loſt his Life, being circumvented ks 
— ; 1 
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by Treachery. The Death of this great Man was lamented 
both by his Friends and Enemies: But the King-( who vas un - 
derhand the Cauſe thereof) diſavows the ſending of this Secret 
Commiſſion into Ireland, proteſting he never knew thereof, and 
charges it upon his Miniſters. Tnis was but a pitiful Excuſe, 
and commonly the Shift of weak Princes, who are con{dous to 
chemſelves of ha ing done ill things, and then are aſham d to 
own them. f ; $384 
The King, after going on in his own Evil Courſes, for two 
Years, arid wanting Mouey extreamly, calls a Parliament at 
Weſtminſter, wherein the Biſhops gravely admonith the King, by 
his Father's Example, and his owa Experience, to beware of the 
Miſchief of Diſſention between him and his Kingdom, through 
the ill Advice of his Miniſters; and perſwade him to be at Union 
ith by People, by removing from him Strangers and others, 
by whoſe Inftigation, for their own Ends, theſe Diſturbances 
are fomented, and his Natural Subjects eſtranged from him, to 
the great Alienation of their Affections, which was of dange- 
rops Conſequence : And therefore (after reciting the Grievan- 
ces of the Stace, and the Abuſes ot his Minifters) they hum- 
bly beſonght him to g8vern his Kingdom as other Nations did 
theirs; that is, by the Laws and Natives of the ſame: Qther- 
wiſe they would proceed by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure, both againſt 
his Counſellors and himſelf. | is 0 AA 
The King ſceing to what Condition his Extravagancies had 
reduc'd him, and that he had no way to ſubſiſt, but by tenipo- 
ring; he makes a Vertue of Neceſſity, and more for his own 
Efids , than to ſatisfie his People, conſents to call home the 
Lords put of Wales, reſtores them to their Places and Poſſeſ- 
ſions, removes the Strangers from about him, and calls his 
yew Officers to account; and the Biſhop of Winchefler, Peter 
Rivallis, and Stephen Segrave, thereupon take Sanctuary; but 
the King having ſufficiently ſqueez d em by great Fines, let 
them afterwards have their Liberty. It was the uſual way of 
this King, when he wanted Money, to prcmiſc to redreſs Grie« 
vances, and confirm the Peoples Liberties ; but no ſooner was 
his own Turn ſery'd, but he forgot all his Promiſes, and in- 
ſtead of Rediefling, increas'd the Number of their Grievan- 
ces: which was ſo notorious throughout his whole Reign, that 
it can hardly be accounted a piece of his Secret Hiſtory : Bus 
what the Temper of thoſe Times was, and what Reputation 
the King had with his Subjects, will beft appear dy rhe follow- 
108 Paſ ages, not commonly to be met with; which I have 
therefore the rather inſerte ck. ef" 
During the Time of the Parliament, in which the King was 
ſo hot upon undertaking the Croſs, and going to the Holy Land; 
= Counteſs of Arundel ( Widow) came to the King about a 
Yard detained from her, in regard of a ſmall Parcel of Land, 
helt in Capite, which dfew away all the reſt; and the King 
ring her a harſh Anſver; and turning away from her; uhieh 
7 * E > the 
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the Counteſs taking unkindly, thus. addreſs'd her ſelf to him, 
My. Liege, why turn you away your Fare from Fuſtice, that we can 
obrain ns Rigbrin.your Court? Jou are conſtituted in the midſi, be. 
Twixs GOD and ur; but neither govern your ſelf nor us diſcreetly, a 
Jon ought ? You ſhamefully vex bath the (hu ch and Noblzs of the 
Kingdom by all means you miy, 1he King having heard her, dil. 
dainfully replies, La4y C unteſs, b.cve the Lords mate y'u a Char. 
ter, aud ſent vou, becauſe you ar? Au Eloquent Speaber, 10 be their 
Advscate and Prolocutrix? No Sir, (reply'd the Counteſs brisk. 
ly) they bade not made any Charter to me; but the Charter which 
your Father and you made, and {wore ſo often te obe / ve, and ſo often 
torted Money. from your Subject. for the (ame, you unwortitly tranſ. 
Peg, 4 4 manifeſt Breaker of your Faith: Where are the Lie ties c 
of England, /@ often written, ſo often granted, ſo often bought ? 1 
elf (ibo 4 Woman) and with me all y ur Natural and Faithful 
Peopie, appeal againft you to the Trilunl of that Higb Fudge abvue, wy 
and Heaven ant Earth ſpall be cur IWirn:js, that y'u bave deal; k 
moſt unjuſily with us; and the Lo'd GOD of Revenges avenge us, ' 
The King being diſturb d at her Words, ask d her, If ſbe expe- 81 
fed no Fau ur from him, being his Ni 9m ? How ſhall I bope 


for Favbur, ſaid ſhe, when you. deny m "Right * 1 therefore appeal - 
before the Face of Cbriſi, ag unſt thoſe Counſellors of yours, why ot 


only greedy of their own Gain, babe b-witched and in{atuated 
you, | F 
Nor was it only a Woman that durſt ſpeak thus: to the King: 
For altogether as bold, tho in tewer Words, was the Repartee 
made him by the Matter: of the Holp!cal in Feruj<lem, in Clerken- 
cho coming to complain of an injury committed againſt 
their Charter, the King told h m, The Prelites, and eſpectally the 
JTemplarg aud Hoſpitallers, had ſo many Liber ties and Charters, that 
their Riches made them proud, aud their Pride made them mad; and 
that thoſe things which were unadviſedly granted, were with Diſcre- 
tien to be-revoked; alledging, that the Pope had often recalled his 
own Grants, with the Clauſe non obſtante 3 and why ſhould not be 
vacate thoſe Charters inconſider ately. grant d by him, and his Vredeceſ. 
— hat ſay you, Sir ? reply d the Prior, ( whom the Kings 
ords had touch d to the quick) .GOD forbid ſo ill a Word 
ul proceed aut of your Mouth ; ſo long as you oljerue Fuſtice, 
you may be 4 King; and as ſoon as you wolgte the ſame, you ſbal 
leave to be a King. More could not have been laid in ſo tew 
Words; and this would have been ſufficient in another Reign 
to have coſt him his Head. But this King, by his often pro- 
miſing, and as often breaking his Promiſe, had made himſelf 
cheap to bis People; as will further appear by the following 
Inſtance: The Fryars Aſinors had a Load of Freeze ſent by the 
King, to cloath them; but they return'd it back with this Meſ⸗ 
lage, -Tbat he ought not to give Ams of. what be bad rent from the 
Poor, "neither would they accept of that abominable Gift. With 
theſe. and many ſuch bold Incounters, was the Ring äffronted: 
Wötich (cvs the il! Comptexion of that Time; and * 
8 10 
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how miſerable a thing it is for a Prince to. loſe his Reputation? 
and the Love of his People. And welt might he loſe his Reputa; 
tion, who ſo little valued his Word and Oath, taken perhaps in 


taken by the King, Nohility, and Prelates, all cloathed in their 
proper Ornaments, with burning Candies in their Hands, to 
hear the terrible Sentence of kxcommunication againft the In- 
fringers of the ſame. . And at the lighting of thoſe Candles, 
the King having received one iu his Hand, gives it to Prelate 
that ſtood by, laying, Ir becomes not me, being no Priefl, to hold 
S this Candle; my Heart ſhall be a greater Teſtimony ;, and thereupon 
laid his Hand ſpread on his Breaſt all the time the Sentence was 
read: Atter which, throwing away their Candles, which lay 
ſmoakMg, on the Ground, th=-y. eried out, Sb let them wih ine ur 
this Sentence, be extinct. and ſtink in Hell: And the King with a 
loud Voice ſaid, As 0 D me help, I will, as | ama Man, a Chri- 
ſtian, 4 Knigh', and a King Crowned and Anolted,” intoinlably ob- 
ſerve all theſe theſe things, Certainly never were Human 1 
in any Nation confirmed with mare Ceremony to .makea#hem®:. 
Sacred and yet were ſoon after hroken by the King; and his 
Breach of them defended by the Sword; by which means, a 
world of Noble. as well as Plebeian Blood, was ſhed ; as the Ge- 
neral Hiſtory" of this Reign ſhews at large. But it is now time 
that I conclude King Henry's Seccet@Hiſtory, after having given 
you ſome further: ſhort Acconnt 05 King; of whom L have 
this more to ſay, "Thar he was neitheFconſtant in his Love, nor 
in his Hate; for he never had ſo great a Favourite; whom he 
drought not iato Diſgrace; nor ſo great an Egemy whom he 
receivd not into Fayour.: Of which, Hubert de Burgh, Earl of 
Kent, was an eminent Inſtaace, who was his Chief juſtice many 
Years, but then turn'd out and proſecuted with the greateſt * 
Rigour; and indeed he deſery'd it, if that be true with which 
he was accus d, which was, That to diſſwade a great Lady from 
Marriage with the King, he told her, That the Xing was 4 [quint- 
yd Fool, and a And of Leper.; decenful, p*rjur'd, and nr faint- 
arted than 4 Woman, and utterly unfit. for any Lady's Company 
\nd yet after all this, he was reſtor'd again to Favour,' when 
he King had ſufficiently fleec'd hm: This ſhew'd that the 
ing loy'd Money more than Honour; which alſo further ap- 
xar'd by ſelling his Right to thoſe two great Dukedoms of Wor- 
ny and Anjou. And yet had he not been more deſirous of 
lonour than Quietneſs, he had never contended ſo long with 
he Barons, about their Charter of Liberty; which on his 
part was but à Punctilio of Honour. To conclude all, The 
pum of this King's long Reign, is in ſhort, ,go more than this: 
le was a Chip of the Old Block, for no Oath could ever bind 
um; always jealous of the Nobility, brings in Strangers, de- 
pileth all Counſel in Parliament, waſteth all the Treaſure of 
be Kingdom in Civil. Wars; ſells his Plate and Jewels, and 


Pawns bis Crown. | * 
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the moſt ſolemn manner as ever any Oath was taken.; far jt, was 
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ING EDWARD the Firſt, Son ef HENRY the 
Third, was Thirty five Tears old when he began to Reign; 
= being at ghe time of bis Fathers Death in Paleſtine, called 

tte Holy-Land, Engaged in Wars againſt the Saracens 3 ſo that he 

returned not bome till the next year: He was of Stature higber that 
ordinary Men by the Head and Shoulders, and was for that reaſon ſm 
named Longſhanks : He was Crowned at Weſtminſter the 14th day 
of December, in he 4 of his keien, by Robert Arch. 


: 
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biſhop of Canterbury, and ed himſelf, Edward the Eirft, Duke 
Acquitain and Anjou, MA of Ireland and King of England, 
He btonght Wales wholly into Subjelt ion to the Crown of England, 
Eſtabliſhed Peace, cauſed all corrupt Fudges and Officers of Note 1 
be Exemplarily puniſhed, with Fines, Impriſonmemt, and Baxiſh 
mens: With a Navy of Sixty Shipe, he overcame and took Three bu 
dred 15 75 France. He ertated his Son Prince Ede ard, ( an Is 
fant ) the firſt Prince of Wales of the Engliſh Blaod. The Scot 
ade War upon King Edward, who at the Battel of Foukirk ſen 
© Seventy thouſand Scots in one diy; end the Wars between England 
and Scotland continued ſo violently, rhat there were more than On 
bundred and thirty thouſand Men flain on both fides, He Reignel 
rear Thirty five years, end was buried ar Weſtminſter, Ending hi 
Keign Fuly 7. 1307. Thus much for his. general Hiſtory. 


His Secret Hiſtory > We ſhall herein have leſs to ſay than it 
that of ſeyeral other Kings: He being, for the moſt part; 4 
Prince that acted above board; there was not ſo many Secret 
Intrigues carried on in his Reign, as in that of other Princes: But 
if there was no Secret Intrigues carried on by him, yet then 
was againſt him: For being at the time of his Fathers Death, 
in the Holy Land; and having reſtud the great City of Aan 
from being ſurrendred to the Soldan; out of envy to his Ve 

| . 5 NE PE Amaim, a deſperate Saracen, who d often been 
= - _ Employ'd to him from their General, being one time upoi 
= pretence of ſome Secret Meſſage he had to deliver to him, al. 

mitied alone into his Chamber, on a ſudden, with a Poyſonel 
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Knife, he gave him Three Wounds in the Body, Two in the Arm, 
and one near the Armpitz. which were ſo dangerous, that his 
Phyficians concluded them mortal, unleſs ſome humane Crea- 
ture would ſuck away the Empoyſon'd Blood out of the 
wounds; at the ſame time declaring that ſuch Perſons wou d 
run a deſperate hazard of loſing their own Lives : Upon this, 
the Life af the * being ſo Eſſential to all their Saſeties, the 
thing was propos d to ſeveral of the Courtiers; but they all 
way d this dangerous piece of Loyalty; and as well asthey pre- 
tended to love the King, yet lov'd their own Lives better; and 
therefore with 'a Complement declin'd it: Which when the 
Vertuous Queen iv'd, and that the King muft dye, for 
want of ſuch a kind Aſſiſtance, She with a Bravery worthy of 
her, declar'd ſhe was reſolv'd her (elf to undertake this Cure 
and venture her own Life to ſave the King her Husbands ; 
ſo accordingly ſuck'd all the Poyſonous matter from the 
the Wounds, and thereby ſav'd the King: And Heaven, which did 
IN inſpire her with that generous Reſolution, preſerv'd her too, 
eas a Reward for her great Conjugal Affection. But to return 
be from this Digreſſion, | > a fPa i, 
hat King Edward being return'd home and Crowned, by the 
fen Obſervations he had made of things in his Fathers time, found 
diy chat the Power of the Clergy was too predominant ; and there- 
ch. fore Secretly determined to Clip their Wings, ſo as both to 
ke keeg them from furtber growing, and to reduce them to more 
nd, moderation; And this he thought beſt to do by degrees: And 
nd, therefore for a Trial of their Patience, ſoon after his Coro- 
* i nation he has a Tenth granted him of the Clergy for two years, 
ſh and a Fifteenth beſides of them and the Temporalty: And in 
Uk the Sixth year of his Reign he depriv'd many chief Monafteries 
In of their Liberties; and took from the Abbot and Covent of 
oth Weſtminſter the return of Writs, granted them by the Charter 
en of his Father. And the next year after, he got to be Enafted 
the Scatute of Mprtmain, (or the Dead hand) which was att 
On effectual way to hinder the increaſe of their Temporal Poſſeſh- 
ned ons: For the King conſidering how theClergy by being with 
his fick and dying Ferſons at their laſt moipents, eaſily perſwaded 

| them to give their Eſtates to the Church, that their Souls might 
de pray'd out of Purgatory ; thought by this means the moſt 
1.0 part of the Lands in the Nation, might become the Lands of 
4 the Church; which in the concluſion wou'd be a loſs to the King 
ret and Kingdom: For, it often happened that Temporal Eftates for 
But want of Heirs fell to the King; and ſometimes to the Lord; 
ere but if it was given to the Church, it cou'd never be reſumed 
th, agun, but was held as it were by a dead hand, which never lets 
ſcat any thing go: Hence this Law was made to prohibit Perſons 
V+ from giving their Lands to the Church; and providing that all 
rn 
Pol ere touch d by the paffing of this AU, appears by this, 
That the Kings Treaſurer, — acquainting . 
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Churches and Religious Houſes there was much Treaſure to be 90 
had, the King made no ſcruple of Conſcience to cauſe it to be 
taken away, and brought into his Exchequer. But finding the 
Prelates extreamly diiguſted hereat, the King to pleaſe them 
again, bids them ach ſomething of Him, and they ſhould ſee bow 
much be favour'd em: The Clergy glad of ſuch a Promiſe from 
the King, ask him fo repeal the Statute of Mortmain, which hal 
been made ſo much to their hindrance ; Which ſhews plain enough at 
that theywere ſenſible where the Shooe pinch'd em. But the at 
King was as fond of that Statute, as they were of having it L 
 aboliſhd; and only anſwer'd them, Tb. that Statute was al 
made by the whole Body of the Realm, and ther*fore it was not in 
bis Power, who was but one Member of tat BoJy, #0 undo thu r 
which all the Members together had done. And ſo their great ti 
hopes of getting that Statute repeal'd, prov d abortive. 2 
If it be ask d how the King came thus to intrench upon the r 
Clergy? Lanſwer, The Temporal Lords having been ſatisfi- x 
ed by him, in the beginning of his Reign, by the Enlarging s 
of their Liberties, and granting them eaſier Laws, in the Par- 
liament called of Weſtminfier the fu ſt, they were not ſo much 
_ folicitous' for the Clergy, who had a kind of diſtinct Intereſt 
by themſelyes. Tho' it muſt be confeft, that whatever he 
did to them without the conſent of Parliament, was but a | 
Proſecution of the old Deſign of his Father and Grandfather, | 
of Exalting Arbitrary Power above the Law ; and advancing | 
his, Prerogative above the People's Liberties : Of which, 
what he now did to the Clergy, was not the only inſtance in 
his Reign: For he ſeverely ſqutez d em ſeveral other times: 
In the 22th of his Reign, they pay'd the Moiery ot their 
Goods; which amounted to Six hundred thouſand” pounds; 
a vaſt ſum of money at that time: And the next year he 
ſeired into bis hands all the Pripries Aliens, and their Goods; 
deſides which he had a Loan of the (lergy, which amounted 
to above One hundred thouſand pounds. But in the 2 5th year 
of his Reign, (altho the Citizens and Burgeſſes, in a Parliament 
held at St. Edmondsbury, granted of their own Goods an Eighth 
part, and of others a 12th part) the Clergy abſolutely retuſed 
to grant any thing; upon pretence of a Prohibition from 
Pope Boniface, That no Tallage nor Impoſition laid by any WR 
Lay-Prince, upon whatſoever appertained to the Church, 
ſhould te paid; which Prohibition is ſaid to have been pro- 
cured by themſelves, in regard of the many Levies lately 
made upon the Eſtate - Eccleſiaſtical: This Refuſal of the 
Clergy, the King took ſo ill, that he ſecretly relolved to be 
even with them for it, and ſoon after puts them out of his 
Protection; Reſolving that they who would not be affiftant 
to him in maintaining the Laws, ſhould have no benefit 
em; for by putting them out of his Protection, they cou 
have no Claim to any benefit by the Law, no juſtice in any 
ot his Courts, but were to be look'd on as à company of 
| | ont» 
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ut law 'd Perſons : Thiswas a ſtretehing of his Prerogative 
beyond any of his Predeceſſors; which ſo amazed the Clergyy 
who by this means were Expoſed to all Offences and Injuries 


Mm whatſoever, without any means of Redreſs that the Arch- 
ow biſhop of Tork, with the Biſhops of Ely, Dur bam, Salisb 

m and Lincoln, agreed to give the King, the fifth part of 
zl their Goods towards defraying the charge of bis Wars; 
gh and having hereby appeas d the Kings Wrath, they were 
he again receiv'd into his Favour, - and che Prote&ion of the 


Law: But the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and all that were 
animated by him to oppoſe the Kings Will, and ftand out, 
in had all their Goods ſciz d, and all the Monaſteries within 
1e Province of Canterbury, ſo- ftanding out, wete taken in- 
at to the Kings hands, and a Warden appointed by the 
W King to ſupply the Mimks with what was barely neceſſa- 

he ry, and to convert all the reſt to the Kings uſe. By 
fi- which Treatment, the Albers and Frieſts being induced to 
E give the King the fourth part of their Goods, they were 
* thereupon reſtor'd likewiſe to the Kings Favour again. 
h The King having thus brought the Clergy to his Bow, 
ſt wou d Exert his Arbitrary Power upon the Temporal Lords 
ie alſo : To which end he calls a Parliament of his Lords at 
p Salisbury, without the Admiſſion of the Churchmen; wherein 
r, 5 — certain of the Great On 8 83 
8 of Gaſcaign, which requir'd a preſent Supply, upon the 
, Death of his Brother Fdmwnd, Echo heving Dan meth 
n Treaſure and Time in the Siege of Burdequx, without 'any * 
8 Succeſs,” retired to Bamse, then in the Poſſeſſion of the 
r Engliſh, and there Ended his Life.) But the Lords all 
walking their Excuſes; the King in a great rage threatned | 
e that they ſhou'd either go, or he wou'd give their Lands « Auf 
3 to others that ſhou'd. Upon which, Hamphry Bobun Earl of 4 
d Hereford, High- Conſtable, and Roger Bigm, Earl of Norfolk, 4 

Marſhal of England, declar'd that if the King went in Perſon, s 

they wou d attend him, otherwiſe not. At which anſwer, 

the King being more offended, and the Lords being urged | 

again to go, I he Earl Marſhal proteſted he wou'd willing- | 

iy g0 thither with the King, and March before him in the 
en Guard, as by Right of Inheritance "he ought to do: 

But the King told him plainly, he ſhould go with any o- 

ther, tho he went not himſelf in Perſon; To which the 

Earl replied, I am not ſo bound, neither will 1 take that 

Journey without you. Upon which the King Swore, By 

GOD, Sir Earl, you ſhall either go or hang: And 1 ſwear 

by the ſame Oath, faid the Earl, 1 will neither go nor 

hang. And ſo immediately went from the Kings Preſence. 
For by the Law the Lords were not to go any where but 
whither the King went in Perſon, nor then neither, unleſs - 
the King went into France or Scotland, The King therefore 
takes this Denial of the Lords, as well as he could at 

| Preſent, 
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| Fr ſecretly reſolves to call it to mind another tim 
coming + him with an Army of Sixty Thonſand Men 
This made t 


Him, he thought it heſt to carry, it fair to them, that the 
which he had the more reaſon to fear, hecauſe being ju 


- Grievances of his Subjects, concerning his Taxes, Subſidies 


the Subſtance thereof: By this the Complexion of the Times 


the King ſttretch'd his Prerogative to the oppreſſion of his 


der to make themſelves Abſolute: But King Edward's Suc 


- cerning the great Charter, promiſing from thenceforth never 


| Archbiſhop of Camerbury with the Clergy of his ** 
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was now obliged to go over to Flanders to Al 
Earl thereof, againſt the King of France, who ya 


be King ſmother his Reſentments in his ow 
Breſt at preſent ; and ſeeing the Lords would not go with 


might not do any thing to his Prejudice during his Abſence 


ready to take Shipping, the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Eark if 
Barons, and the Commons, ſent him a Roll of the genen 


and other Impoſitions; with his ſeeking to force their 
Services by unlawful Courſes; his late Impoſt of Forty 
Shilling upon every Sack of Wool (being before but half: 
Mark) eſtimating the ool of England to a fifth part of al 


may be beſt ſeen; by which it appears, that tho the King 
had ſuch vaſt Subſidies given him by the Parliament, yet 


Subjects, and exacted Money from them by indirect Courſes 
However, the King in anſwer to this Gomplaint, return 
this Meſſage, That he cou'd not alter any thing wit hom 
the Advice of his Council, which were not there about him; 
and Exhorting them to do nothing in his Abſence to the 
prejudice of the Peace of the Kingdom, promiſed upon his 
Return to ſet all things in good Order, 


= 


But, for all theſe fair Þromiſes, there is reaſon to believe 
that had he proceeded in his Expedition, and his own tum 
ſerved ; he would not have much concern'd himſelf with 
the Redreſſing of their Grievances, but rather have made their 
Yoke heavier ; for it has been generally the Practice of our 
Kings, when they have had no Publick Deſign carried on 
abroad, to carry on ſome Secret Deſigns at home, in or 


ceſs was'nt anſwerable to his Expectations ; For the Em- 
| phone failing of the Aid and Perſonal Aſſiſtance he 
had promiſed, put the King of England by his long delays 
to very great Expences ; which forc'd him to ſend over 
for more Supplies of Treaſure ; to which End he gave order 
for a Parliament to be held at Tork by the Prince, and 
ſuch others as had the Management of the State in his 
Ablence: Wherein, becauſe he would not be diſappointed, 
he condecends to all ſuch Articles as were demanded con- 


to charge his Subjects otherwiſe than, by their Conſents in 
Parliament: and to pardon- ſuch as had denied to attend 
him in this Journey: And for this the Commons of the 
Realm granted him the Ninth Penny of. their Goods; the 
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the Tenth Penny, and Terk and his Province the Fifth, Thus, 
dy ſelling the People what was their own before, the King's | 
Wants were ſupply 1 3 „ 07 
But notwithſtanding the King's Condeſcenſions in this Par- 
Jiament, the Earls of Hereford and Norfolk thought not them- 
ſelyes ſecure againſt the Secret Deſigns of the King; and there» 
fore; when he was afterwards going againft the cots with'2 
great Army, theſe Earls urged upon him the Ratifications of 
the Two Charters of Liberty, and their Pardons ; which they 
held not ſufficient, becauſe the King was out of the Realm at 
the late granting thereof. For it ſeems they knew the King 
ſo well, that they knew not how to truſt him; and the Event 
ſhew'd it; For, for all their Caution, the King was too hard 


1; WY for em, when his Affeirs were better ſettled ; for then be- 
* al inning to ſhew his Reſentment of their former Carria 
mes 2 ſo terrified the Earl-Marſhal, that to recover his Favour, t 


yer ſelf 1000 J. Penſion per Am. during bis Life, tho be had a Brother 
his WW living. Of others he alſo got grearSomsfor the ſame Offence; but 
the Earl of Hereford indeed eſcaped by Death, and ſo was before» 
hand with the King. The Archbiſhop, of Canggrbury, (whom 
he accus'd ta have difturh'd the Peace in his abſence, he ſends 
over to Pope Clement the Fifth, (who ſucceeded Boniface ) that 
ſo he might be cruſh'd by a double Power. This Pope was 4 
Native of Burdeaux, by which he was the more inclinable to 
grant the King's Defire, and the King more confident of his Fa- 
vour ; which that he might be the more ſure of, he takes the 
right way to obtain, by ſending him a ſet of Veſſels to furniſh 
out his Chamber, all of maſſy Gold; which tho' he gilded over 
with the ſpecious Pretence ot Affection and Duty to the Apo- - 
ſtolick Chair, yet the Secret and True Reaſon was, That the 
Pope might ſo help him to cruſh the Archbiſhop, that he might 
make of him double the Value of what he ſent” the Pape; and 
likewiſe, that the Pope might Abſolve him from the Obligation 
he lay under to his Subjects, with reſpect to the Charters he had 
given them, and confirmed by his Oath ; All which the Pope 
accordingly gratify'd him in. Which ſhew'd as little Piety in 
the Pope, as Conſcience in the King; who thinking he ſhou'd - 
now. haye no more need of his Subſects, diſcover'd with what 
little Sincerity he formerly granted thofe Liberties, which now 
he 1s at ſuch Charge that he may again infringe. | 
Among other Examples of this King's Secret Deſign to make 

bis Power equal to his Will, the Caſe of Sir Nicholls Seagrave 
is a Remarkable Inftance, who being accus'd of Treafon by 
Sir Fabn Crombwe!, offers to juſtifie hi by Duel; which the 
Eing refules to grant, in regard of the preſent War then in 
hand; Whereupon wy 6. without Licenſe, and contrary to 
the King's Prohibition, leaves the King's Camp, and gnes over- 
Sea to fight with his Enemy; for which the King, as againſt 
one that had not only contemn'd him, but as much as in _ 
Les „ 5 Ys 


Earl made the King Heir of all his Eftate, reſerving only tohim- 
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N expos d him to Death, and left him to his Enemies; wor'd 


ve Juſtice to proceed againſt him: Three Days it was before 
the Judges coud come to a Reſolution, and at taft adjudg'd 
Seagrave guilty, of Death, and all his Moveables and Immove- 


ables forfeited.to the King: Notwithſtanding, in regard to the 


greatneſs of. his Blood, they added, He went not out of England 
n Contempt of the King, but only. to be revenged of his Aecuſer ; 
and therefore it was. in the King's Power, in this Caſe, to ſhew 
leren to him. The King having heard what the Judges had 
fad, reply d in a great Rage, Havue you been all this while con- 
ſulting, for this? I know it i in my, Power to confer Grace, and on 
whom I will to confer, Mercy ; but not the more for your ſakes than 
& Deg s. But tho! the Knight was in terrorem committed to 
Priſon ; yet after, this, giving the King good Security for his 
Ea, he was ſet at Liberty, and reftored again to his 


te. . p 
.. However, We muſt do him this Juſtice, to tell the Reader, 
That before he dy'd he liv'd to ſee his Error, and reform it; 
and to acknowledge that the Love of his People was his chieſeſt 
Strength. How . after, this he again, entered Scotland, laying 
waſte the Countrey, and growing ſo inexorable to the Scots, that 


he..fpared noe 


„of what Degree ſoever they were, ſhewing 
+ Unexampled Severity upon Perſons of the greateſt Quality, } 
leave” to thoſe Hiftorians who have writ the General Hiſtory of 
2 5 at large; and ſhall only acquaint my Reader, That 
r 4 Reign of Thirty four Years and eight Months, in the 
68th. Year of his Age, he fell ſick of a Diſſentery, and died 
Scotland, at Borough upon the Sandt; as if he had thereby de- 
ugn'd to ſhew on what Foundation he had built all his Glory 
in this World: leaving behind him this black Character: He 
govern d his Will by his Power, and ſhed more Blood in this 
Kingdom than any of his Predeceſſors; he counted his Judges 
but as Dogs; and dicd as full of Malice, as he lived full of 
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THE TRUE d 24 col ace 
SECRET HISTORY .. 
8 : 

King E DWARD the Second. 


ING EDWARD the Second, Sirnamed Carnarvah, 
becauſe born in Carnarvan-Caſtle in Wales, was Crowned 
at Weſtminſter by the Hands of William Biſhop of Win- 

cheſter, (as Deputed by Robert Archbiſhop of Canterbury, then in 
Exile:) He was 4 Prince extreamly addicted to follow the Council of 
light and vain Perſons : He loved Pierce Gaveſton 70 that Exceſs, 
that he thereby diſguſted the Nobility, and broke the Oath his Father on 
his Death-Bed caus'd bim 10 take, n:yer to recal him. Gaveſton was 
by Birth a mean Gentleman of France, of good Parts, but always ill 
apply'd ; by, which means he betame the Cauſe both of his omn Des 
ſfruction, and of the King, whom be had miſguided. This Gaveſton' 
was Three times baniſh d, and upon his Third Retwn, Guy Earl of 
Warwick took him, and causd him to be bebeaded in Warwicks 
Caſtlez which fo inrag'd the Xing, that he vow'd Revenge upon all 
that were the Cauſe of his Deato. Robert Bruce Xing of Scots 
grues ne King a mighty Overthrow at Bannocksbourn, where tbe 
Engliſh and their Confederates loſt 50000 Men, tbe King himſelf 
being in great Danger to be taken. Famine, Sword, and Peſtilence, 
_ offi England at once, fo that the Living were ſcarce able to bury 
the Dead, The King prepares for Revenge againſt his Lords, Raiſes | 
the Spencers from a mean Eſtate, and prevailing againſt the Barons, 
cauſes Twenty two of them to be Executed in divers Parts of the 
Kingdom ; £ in the Concluſion, the Spencers are taken and hang d, 
and the King bimſelf depoſed, and afterwards cruelly murtbered, when 
be had Reigned Nineteen Tears , ſeven Months, ani four - Days: 
Thus far his General Hiſtory, 584 


As for his Secret Hiſtory, it runs through his whole Reign; 
which was nothing elſe but a Secret Deſign to undermine the 
Laws of the Nation, and the Liberty of the Subject, and to 
ſet upbimſelf and his Minions both in Oppoſition to em, and 
Above 'em: Which made the Reign of this King but one con- 
tinued Scene of Folly and Misfortune. Nor was it like indeed 
to he otherwiſe ; For how can ve expect mrch gocd _ a 
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King who began his Reign with the Breach of his Dying Fa- 
ther's Admonitions, and the Obligations he lay under by him 
in Matters of Duty ? Nay, tho' thoſe Commands were given 
him in Charge by his laſt Words, on Pain of a Curſe for his 
Diſobedience : For the very Beginning of his Reign ſhew'd how 
much he had forgotten his Father's Commands, and purſu'd the 
more pleaſing Remembrance of his owr looſe Will, and ungo- 
vernable Indinations, As will appear by this Inſtance: The B.- 
ſhop of Chefler, Waker de Langton, who was likewiſe Treaſurer 
of England, had in his Father's Life- time, like a juſt Servant, 
reproy'd him for thoſe Lewd and Vicious Practices in which he 
indulg'd himſelf; and complain'd of Gaveſton, as the Author, 
or at leaſt the Encourager of the Prince in thoſe Courſes that 
were ſo unbecoming his Dignity 3 for which afterwards the 
King confin'd the Prince, and exil'd Gavefton : And now Prince 
Edward coming to be King, having ſecretly harbour'd a Grudge 
in his Mind againſt the Biſhop, reſolv'din the firſt place to ſhew 
his Reſentments, by puniſhing a Man that ſo early durſt tell 
him the Truth; and thereby let the World fee how little he 
lik'd that troubleſome Vertue ; and therefore caus'd him to be 
arreſted by Sir Fobn Felton, Conftable of the Tower, and com- 
| mitted to. Priſon, ſeizing upon all his Goods, and making a 

new Treaſurer of his own. : | 
But this was not all; for before his Father's Funeral, he ſends 
for-Gaveſion from Exile, in direct Oppoſition to his Father's 
Dying Commands, and his own Oath ; and ſo haſty he was in 
this Action, that it look d as if he ſecretly.deſign'd to difturb 
the Peace of others, before he had laid his Father's Bones at 
| reſt. Gaveſton is no ſooner return'd, than he is made Earl of 
Cornwal, and Lord of Man, being both the Demains of the 
Crown, andadvanc'd to be his Chief Chamberlain. Thus the 
King's Favours were his Markets; and it may well be ſaid, He 
wore the yery Jewels of the. Crown: Nay, he had fo great 
an Affection for him, that he was not aſham'd to declare, 
That if it lay in his Power, Gaveſton ſhou'd ſucceed him in the 
Kingdom, | | hee] 
This Exceſs of Favour in the King, made Gaveſion as proud 
and haughty as the King was kind ; ſo that he look d upon all 
the Nobtlity below him; his Inſolency and Preſumption ſcorn- 
ing them as much as they hated him; and to let them know be 
did ſo, he wou'd frequently give em . Nick-Names, calling 
Thomas Earl of Lancaſter, tho of the Royal Blood, The Stage- 
Player; terming Armer de Valance, Earl of Pembrook, Foſeph the 


Few; and Guy Earl of Warwick, The Black Dog of Ardern : Which 


Scoffs do generally leave behind them a Sting of Revenge, eſpe- 
cially. where they touch; as Gaveſion ſoon found: For this 10 
enrag d the Nobility, that they preſs for Gæveſicns Baniſhment, 
at a time when all things were prepar'd, and ſeveral Royal 
Gueſts arriv'd, to ſee his Coronation 3; &hich, without the King 
word baniſh Gewſton, they threaten'd to hinder, The Kings 
1 purſu 
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purſu'd always with a fatal Unſteadineſs, to avoid fo great a 
Dilgrace, yields to their Demands, and faithfully promiſed to 
do what they demanded in the next Parliament: And yet after 
he had promis'd the Baniſhing of Gaveſton, (which to be ſure 
he ſecretly intended never to perform) he permits him to 
carry the Crown of St. Edward before him at his Coronation: 
Which aggravated the Lords ſo much, that the next Paclia- 
ment they proceeded much higher; and purſuing their Advan- 
tage, the King not only grants them Power to draw Articles, 
but takes his Oath to confirm whatever they concluded. And 
Gaveſton was again baniſhed, being ſent by the King into lxe- 
land, not ſo much an Exile, as Lord-I.ientenant of the Coun- 
trey: But the King being impatient of his Abſence, and not 
enduring to be without his Company, appear 'd himſelf, whilſe 
Gaveſton was abſent, more like one baniſh'd than he; and ne- 
ver ceas d ſecretly working, tilt he had found means to recall 
him again; and when he came; receiv'd him with that Exceſs 
of inconſiderate Joy and Kindneſs, that it ſeem'd as if Gaveſton 
brought always ſuch Charms along with him, as were more 
powerful than any Divine or Human Obligation. 

But this Return of Gaveſton, with a ftill greater Increaſe of 
Fayour, rekindled ſuch a Fury in the Barons, that they plainly 
fold the King, That wnleſs Gaveſton were immediately Buni 

they wou d proceed againſt him as aperjured Prince, And that which 
ſo much Emboldened the Lords, was, That they had found the 
King was moft inclin'd to grant, when' he-was moſt afraid to 
deny: Which Diſpoſition was not only very dangerous to him- 
elf, but to his Favourite too: And this Gaveſton's frequent 
Baniſhments, aad at laſt his Ruine, clearly juſtify d: Tho, to 
ſpeak the Truth, tis hard for any Prince, tho more reſolv'd 
than Edward of Carnirvan, to ſecure the Condition of an 
2 Favourite againſt the Weight of a diſpleas d and injut d 

ation. \ | 
It was this juſt Reſentment of the Barons againſt Gaveſion, 
and their ſharp Proceedings with the King, that procur'd his 
laſt Baniſhment ; ſo much worſe for Gaveſton than the former, 
as that now Ireland was to be no more a Place of Refuge to him: 
Nor cou'd he hope for any Entertainment in France; "Queen 
Yabel having complain'd to the French King her Father, That 
Gaweſton had withdrawn the AﬀeRtions of the King her Hus. 
band from her; and with his Love, a conſiderable Part of her 
Allowance had been likewiſe took away: Of which, the French 
King had complain'd to his Son-in-law in vain, ſo powerful an 
Aſcendant had this Fayourite over him. And therefore France 
did of all Places ſeem the moſt unſafe, by reaſon of the Power 
and Intereſt of the King of France, who wou'd be ſure, when- 
e er he came within his Reach, to Revenge his Daughter's Inju- 
Nes upon this Powerful Favourite. And it ſeems Gaveſton him» 
ſelf was ſenſible enough of this, whilſt in his Baniſhment ; and 
found all Places ſo unſafe, that tho he knew there was a — 
again 
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againſt him, by which, if he were found again within the 
Kingdom, he — to ſuffer Death as an Enemy to the State; 
he rather choſe. (when he had lurk d a while in Flanders) to 
return back to England, and there ſeek for a Shelter in the Bo- 
fom of the King, (a Sanctuary which he hop'd wou'd not be 
violated ). than to expoſe. himſelf to Foreign Dangers : And 
into England back again he comes; and is again (according to 
lus Expectations) recety'd with all th Exceſs of inconfide. 
rate joy the King .cou'd hw: The Satisfaction of having 
Gaveſten again, o'er-ballancing with him all the Diſturbance 
that it cou d create throughout the Nation; yea, tho' it made 
bis Subjects as careleſs of their Duty and Affections, as they 
had found him of his Oaths and Promiſes: And that he might 
the better ſecure his welcome Favourite, he carries him into 
2 North, hoping that there the Eye of Envy might not find 

im our. 

It was at York this Year that the King kept his Chriſtmas, 
where all the great Rejoycing ſeem d to proceed from his en- 
joying Gaveſtor again: Which ſo inflam'd the Lords, for all 
the Diſtance, who now look d on themſelves to be deſpis d and 
injur q to the laſt Degree, that they reſolvd ftraight to betake 
themſelves to Arms; and for their Leader, chole Thomas Earl 


of. Lancaſter, who was the Son of Edmond the Second Son of | 


" Herry the Third: and who was likewiſe Earl of Leiceſter and 
Ferrers, and by Marriage, of Lincoln and Salisbury too; a moſt 
powerful and popular Subject. Upon which, the Barons aſſem- 
bled. at Bedford, making the Earl of Glouceſter Cuſtos Angliz ; 
and then taking care to guard the Seas, left Strangers ſhould 
come in to aid the King, with their united Power they march'd 
. to-Tork, where Gaveſton was left; who fled from thence to Scar- 
berow, where they cloſely beſieg d bim: Who having now no 
Means of Safety, but the Hopes of getting once more into 
the Preſence of the King, he delivers up himſelf upon thoſe 
Terms; the Earl of Pembrook undertaking upon bis Honour 
that he ſhould 3- and in order thereto, brought him to a Man- 
nor gf his between Warwick and Oxfurd : But the very next 
Morniug, the Earl of arwisk comes, and by Force takes him 
away, and carries him to #arwick-Caſtle ; where, af er ſome 
Conſultation among the Lords, he was brought to a Place then 
called Blacklow, and there in their Preſence he was beheaded ; 
the King interceding, tho' to no Purpoſe, to have the Fatal 
Blow prevented. And this was the End of Pierce Gaveſton; 
who being the firſt Privado we have yet had to do with in our 
Secret Hiſtory, it will -be no Digreſſion, we preſume, to en. 
Aire alittle what this great Favourite was, and what were the 
Realons of the King's Affection to him, and cf the Barons 
Fierce Gaueſtan was born in Gaſcoine, and for the great 
Services his Father had done to the Crown of Englanl, 
Vas entertain d and bred up by King Edward the firſt, q 
T | ; *, "I, 


very Charming, of à ſharp Wit, an undaunted Spirit, and 
of great Courage, as ſufficiently appear'd by the Turna. 


ment, which he held at V lling ford, wherein he Challeng'd 


(after his haughty manner) the beſt of the Nobility, and 
foi 'em alſo; which made him infupportably imperious ;'and 
that inflam'd the Anger of the Lords againſt him. For bei 

rais'd to Power, he grew from all Evennels of Temper, a 

was as Intolent. as he was Greats And his Mind and Frame 
being equally fitted for Luxury, by how much he was 
the more acceptable to th: King, by ſo much he was abhorr'd 
by the Nobilicy 3 as one who by his Senſuality, drew King 
Edward from the thought of all great Enterprizes ; whilſt 
himſelf revelled in the Exceis of ourwatd Delights, wafting 
the Riches of the Kingdom, or converting it to his own 
private Uſe : It was from the Obſervation of this Luxu- 
rious Temper of Giveſt-ye, and the vicious Exceſſes into 
which he thereby drew the Prince, thar King Edward the 
Firſt baniſh'd him the Realm, and enjoyn'd his Son upon Mfis 
Death-B2d never to recal him. But Gaveſtone had got too 
Steat an lutereſt in the King, by the likeneſs of his Tem- 


tre what his Father enjoyn'd him; or otherwiſe he wou'd 
have ſuffer d him to tarry abroad, at leaſt till his Father's 
Funeral was over, that his own _— - might not be {6 ap- 
parent. But one great Reaſon of the Kings Fondneſs 
to Gaveſton, was, 1hat having been lt into the Kings Se- 
eret Deſigne, and Kriowitig how irregular his Iaclinations 


the looleſt and moſt dehauchd Priaciples, are apteſt to feed 
the humaurs of thoſe Princes, who love to be nouriſh'd by 
ſoit Fiatterics { For ſuch even tempt their Tempters, by 
ſuffering them to creep iato Power, who are perpetually 
whifperirg to em, how they may Enlarge theirs: It was 
by this Gaveſton came to have ſo great a ſhare in his Prim. 
ces Fayour, being a greater Counſellor to his Humours than 
his Intereſt: And by his perpetual Flatteries betrayine him 
to the Temptation of unlimitted Power: And this Violent 
Driving of Things into Extreams, was the Fall of King Ed- 
ward, who when he had Power. ſnew'd no Mederation; and 
when he wanted it; betray'd as much Deſection. But enbugh 
has been ſaid of the Fayour and Fate of Gaveſlon, 
Soon after this, the King, (who could net live without 

a Minion ) takes the two Spencers into his Favour 3 Men 
for more Vicious than Gæveſton; and conſequently were quick- 
ly as much hated; or rather more; for in them not one 
good Quality 'cou'd be ever tracd: They were Men never 
ſatisfiect with Wealth, nor ever fatia:ed with Revenge: The 
Riches of the Nation ſeem'd but enough to farisfie their Am- 
brions; and the Deftruction of it to ſecure their Safeties: They 
| L ht 
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te Company of his Son the Prince; being of a Perſon 


* and Diſpoſition to that of the Kings, for him to ob- 
e 


were, he was willing to fla:ter him therein: For thoſe of 
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firſt juſtly made Men their Enemies, and then deſtroy d them 
for being ſo. The younger Spencer had been bred in an unbe- 


coming Familiarity with the King, (to ſay no worſe of it) 


and had ohtain d an abſolute Empire over him, ſucceeding G4. 


veſton in an almoſt- unlimited Favour and Power: Which firſt 
ne d at the Siege of Berwick, which being ready to be taken 
m the Scots, the King openly declar'd ( what he had before 
ſecretly defign'd ) that the young Spencer ſhou'd be Governour 
of. it. Upon which, the Earl of Lancaſter withdrew his Forces, 
with whom the Lords preſently took Arms, and declar'd the 
Cauſe to be for the Removing the Spencers: Nor was it with- 
out Reaſon shat the Earl of Lancaſter declar d himſelf againſt 
the , Fpencers,, when they had ſet on ſo mean a Perſon as one 
Richard r. Martin to claim the Earl's Wife, as having lain with 
her, and to take her away by Force ; claiming likewiſe by her 
the tuo Earldoms of Linceln and Salisbury: Which, had he not 
been ſecretly ſupported by the Power of the Spencers, he durſt 
never have. done; conſidering how great a Perſon the Earl of 
Lancaſter was, as being of the Blood-Royal, and the King's 
near Kinſman. | 
Ihe Lords with their Forces advance towards the King, and 


bokily.demand the Baniſhment of the Sfencers : To which the 


King, being not ſtrong enough to oppoſe them, ſeems. willing 
Tuer 6 ſecretly deſigning only to gain time; and therefore 
declares he is willing they ſhou d be puniſh'd, fo it be by Form 
of Law; but wou'd, not baniſh them unheard, but promiſes 
they ſhould anſwer to any Charge; and ſwore (what he never 
intended to pertorm ) that he would never pardon their Offen- 
ces, if proy'd. But this Equivocal Anſwer of the King's, did 
ot ſatisfie the Lords; who therefore continu'd their March 
London, where the King grants whatever he had before 
leny d. But His After -Actions apparently ſhew'd he had at the 
ame time ſecretly reſolv'd no longer to keep his Word, then 
fill he had an opportunity to break it; retaining ſtill his for. 
mer Inclinations: For he had ſo us'd himſelf to act indirect), 
that he did it without force; and rather proceeded in a way 
familiar to him, than from any New Neceſſity; praiſing 
as much from Nature as Occafion. For tho' the Spencers by 
an Edict -publifh'd in Veſtminſter-Hall by the Earl of Here. 
ford, were baniſh'd the Realm; yet in a very little time, (when 
the Lords were return d home) the Bditt was revok d 1n 2 
Council held at London; over whom the King had ſuch a & 
cret influence, that the Archbiſhop of Canterbury declar'd the 
Judgment of Baniſhment againſt the Spencers was Erroneous. 
But this was not all, the King had a Secret deſire of he- 
venge lay boyling in his Breaſt, againſt the Lords, for what 
himſelf had granted; as if all his Favours were his Errors 
aud his Severity his prudent Juſtice: And therefore now tha! 
the Logs wers all retir'd, and thought themſelves reſtor d io 
Pence, the King. prepares for War; and on a ſudden —— 
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Forces, purſues the Barons, many of whom revolt to him; 
the reſt made what Preparations To ſhort a time wou'd: give 
em leave, and ſtaid with their Forces at Burton upon Trent: 
But perceiving the Kings Army very much Exceeded theirs 
in Number, the Earl of Iancaſter thought it Wiſeſt to re- 
treat till thoſe Forces he had ſent Sir Robert Holland to raiſe 
among his Tenants were arrived: But this Retreat of the Lords, 
being judg'd by the Kings Army to ariſe from Fear, inereas d 
their Courage; who falling upon em, after ſome Reſiſtance, 
put em to flight; the Earl of Lancaſfer, and many Noblemen 
and Gentlemen, being taken Priſoner © © 
As ſoon as theſe mighty Enemies were in the Kings Power, 
the Spencers (now grown big with Revenge) urg d ſtrongly. 
for their ſudden Execution: And tho' Valence Earl:of Pembrook. 
interceded for Mercy, yet it rather haſten'd. than tetarded 
their Fate: For Spencer was ſo apprehenſive that the Kings 
Mercy to any, would be a Cruelty to him, that he'prevail'd' 
for a quick Execution: and thereupon the King with other 
Lords (among whom was Hugh Spencer, now Earl of Vin. 
cheſter ) ſat and gave Judgment upon the Earl of Lancaſſer, 
who was preſently. beheaded, and many other Lords beſides, 
in their ſeveral Countreys, that the Terror ot their Arms 
might he diſpers'd the further; above twenty Men of Qua- 
lity being put to Death at this time; which, what ever Was 
pretended, the King Secretly deſign'd as a Sacrifice to appeaſe 
the Ghoſt of Gaveſſon, as well as to ſecure himſelf and his New 
Favourites: Tho' the Event was far otherwiſe ; For, how high. 
ſoever the Streams of Court · Flattery might now riſe to the 
King, applauding his Choice of ſuch Favourites as the Spencery z 
yet they ſoon found the Uncertainty of -a Violent Profperity, 
which they might aſſure themſelves wou'd now be watehd 
over by the Unwearted Searches of Envy and Revenge: And 
indeeq it needed not a very piercing Eye to ' foreſee that 
their Violent Actings cou'd not continue long; for being 
puff d up with their Succeſs, they ſhew'd too plainly what 
thew wou'd be at; Law now lay contemn'd under Power; 
and Will and Pleaſure were the only Meaſures of their Go- 
vernment 3 any Actions favouring of Juſtice and Moderation, 
being thought to reflect Shame and Dyſtionour. on the Prince: 
So perfectly was all he did, the Reverſe of what he ought to 
do. But this was but an ill choſen Ground of Safety in it 
ſelf, and therefore very improper for a Prince, whoſe unſteady ' 
Judgment, an ill uſe of Power, had already prepar'd Mens 
Minds by their Miſtruſt, not to be cozen'd/into Slavery, _ -* 

The Kings Power being now ſwelld by the Breath of his 
Flatterers to ſo great an heighth, that he was made to believe 
nothing was able to reſiſt him: He Reſolves to March with his 
Forces from York into Scorlenl, with what might indeed be 
Ald a great, but not a Powerfal Army; for their Numbers 
being without Diſcipline and Proviſions, rend erd em ſo m_— 
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that they needed not an Enemy to deſtroy them: And this the 
Scots were aware of, who therefore only keeping them from 
Proviſions; left them to overcome themſelves; as they very 
quickly did: for their Wants increaſing, they were Beaten 
without Blows, and retura'd back again pu- ſid by Want 
and D:ſhohour, as well as by the Scors : Who Entering after 

em into England, return'd home again with great Spoils. 
Upon this Diſhonourable Retreat, the Kings Reputation 
ſunk Extreamly, and he had now leaſure to think more Calmiy 
upon what he had done; and ſo it appears he Ad ; by the 
Anſwer het gave to ſome who ſolicited him to 
Earl of Zanigfter's Followers, but a Man of a mean Condi- 
tion; What unjuſt ani wicked Counſellirs are ye, laid he in a 
great Paſſion, to urge me ſ% much to\ſpve the Life of a notor jous 
Varlet, and yer wou d not ſpezh one Mord to ſave the Life of my 
near Kinſman the Earl of | Lancaſter, who had be livd, miph 
bave been uſeſul to me and the whole Kingdom. It was the Kings 
Misfortune thus gave Him the leiſure of ſo cool a Refle- 
Qtion, which in the Streams of Succeſs he wou'd hardly have 
Entertain d: This being rather an unſteady than à firm 
Retura to more Prudent Thonghts and Counſels ; for his 
Nature was ſtill the ſame, which made his Favours or Di- 
{pleaſure equally dangerous: Of which Sir Andrew Herley, 
rais d to the Earldom of Carliſle for taking the Earl of Lan- 
caſter,” was an inſtance: For growing great enough by his 
new Honour to give ſome cauſe of Jealouſie to the Spencers; 
or, as 1ome will have it, Combining with the Scots; hurry'd 
on thereunto perhaps hy the Divine Nemeſis that follow'd 
him, he loſt his New-Enjoyed Honours and his Lite together, 

being firſt Degraded. and then Executed. | 
Thus far chings ſtill went well with the Spencers, who ha- 
ving made an abſolute Conqueſt of the King, their Eyes 
were ſo much dazled with the Wealth and Glocy they En- 
joyed, that they could not ſee how they were laying the 
Foundations of their own Ruine, as well as that of the King 
their Maſter: they had overcome their Enemies, and were 
lecure from any Competitors in the Kings Favour, ; the Hea- 
ven of their Happineſs wa, all Serene and Calm, nor was 
there. any the leaſt Cloud that threaten d them with a ſucceed- 
ing Storm. And tho fair Weather is often ſucceeded by 
foul; yet had not the Spencers leiſure to conlider it; the For- 
tunate and the Ambitious rarely contemplating the Inſtabi- 
lity of Fortune. And hence it was that not contented with 
the depreſſing of fo many Noble Men, nor wich the Spoils of 
the Kings Enemies; tho they had the Sale of his Favours 
to his Friends to boot, and that all Favours and Honours 
were purchas d of them, as in a Common Market, and every 
thing expos d as they thought fit; yet it ſeems all this was 
not enough, but they muſt ſtill farther ſupply their Wants, 
to the Queens Prejudice, leſſening both her Attendance 3 
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her Maintenance; by which they ſoon began to raiſe a Storm 
that was moſt likely to diſturb their proſperous Courſe: For 
now the Queen that had been hitherto rather a Support, 
and a means of Compoſing Differences, being touch'd in ſo 
ſenſible a part, meditated nothing hut Revenge for the In- 
Jury receiv d. And by being ſent by the King into France 
to mediate with her Brother avout ſome Differences that had 
aroſe there, ſhe had the better oppottunity to meditate Re- 
venge againft her Husband and the Spencers: And manag'd . 
her matters ſo Politickly, that ſhe made it appear neceflary to 
the King, to have the Prince ſent over to her, in order to 
bring things to a fair Accommodation; which being obtain'd, ſhe 
ſoon began to diſcover that Secret deſire of Revenge-which had 
ſo long been rak'd up in Embers: This being made known 
to the King by the Biſhop of Exeter, the Queen and Prince 
were Summon'd into England: but delaying to return, ſhe 
and the Prince were declar d Enemies to the Kingdom; and 
haying receiv'd private Intelligence of à Secret | Deſign to 
have the Prince murder'd, and that great Sums were offer'd 
upon that Account, the Queen withdreuw with her Son to 
Heynalt, and there contracting the Prince to Philippa, Daugh- 
ter to the Earl, procur d both Forces and Money : Iis true, 
her Forces were inconfiderable, but ſhe rely'd more on 
what ſhe ſhould find in Fneland, than on what ſhe brought 
with her; being well aſſur'd that any thing wou'd be wel- 
| come to the Engliſh. that brought but the leaſt ſhew of 
f Redeeming them from the Oppreſſions they ſuffer'd under: 
» 


Upon theſe Conſiderations the ventur'd to Sea, and Landed 
near Harwich; where ſhe ſoon found all he ConjeRtures 


t true, many Lords and others immediately repairing to her. 
. and now the King too late began to ſee the dire Effects 
4 of thoſe ill Counſels he had taken; but tho! he ſaw it, yet 
5 twas too late to repair thoſe Misfortunes whick his Errors 


had brought him into: Where-ever he went, he found no 
Subjects, for he had loft their Hearts before: But led by as 
uncertain Counſels as thoſe he had govern'd his Life by, 
knew not where to fly, but only fled; not knowing what 


4. | Place to propoſe for himſelf, where he had not reaſon to 
97 expect certain Enemies, or at lcaft uncertain Friends: What 
x he had laſt relulv'd on, was ror the Iſle of Landy; taking 
2 with him the Earl of Glouceſter, and (the Author of all his 
th Misfortunes, ) the Spencers and Robert Baldeck Chancellor, and 

ſome few others, with whom he takes Shipping: See here 


the ſtrange Extreams of Fortune! They that before cou'd 
not content themſelves with ſo much Plenty and ſo large 
Dominion, ſhew'd now no more Ambition than what a Small 
and Naked Iſland cou'd Satisfie; where Safety was their on- 
ly Hope, and a Choſen Priſon their Liberty. 

The Queen wich ftill-increafing Forces, purſues her flying 
Hausband; and from Oxford marches to Glouceſter, and from 
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thence to Briſſol; where the King had put the Earl of Arundel, 


and Spencer the Father, to detend the Place: Which. tho 


fortify'd as well as time wou'd give leave, ſoon yielded to 


that Succeſs which ſeem'd to deny all hopes to the Kings 


- declining Condition: And here Spencer was taken, and Exe- 
cuted ( being hang'd and quarter'd ) with all the Rigor 


that ceu'd be ſhewn by perſons bent upon Revengę; ta. 
king that Lite away by Violence, which muſt in 2 little time 
have reſign'd to Nature, being then above Fourſcore years 
old: Bur: this is particularly obſeryable in his Death, That 


as he and his Son had all along bid defiance to the Law; 


ſo he was no Executed in contempt of it, being condemn 
Without any Tryal. ; 


There was about this time Proclamation made, That if 
the King wou'd come in, and conform himſelf to the Laus 


and Government, he ſhou'd be reſtor'd by the General Con- 
ſent of the People: But the King either wou'd not, or his 


1 


Favourite Spencer durſt not, let him truſt this Declaration, 


For being Conſcious of his own guilt, and knowing his Con- 
dition deſperate, he held his King the faſter, ſeeking to ſave 
." himſelf by the ruine of his Prince. But the King, not Com. 


; »plying with this. Proclamation, was ſtill eagerly purſu'd by 


the Queen, and ſoon after taken Priſoner with his Favourite 

-Spencer,-('as if, the King muſt always appear inſeparable from 

the Cauſe of his Misfortunes) by #enry Earl of Lancaftr, 
Brother to him that was beheaded at Pomfret. 


* Spencer was carried along to grace the Queens Marching 


| Triumph; and as the Chief Cauſe of her taking Arms, was 
render d as contemptible a SpeQacle as poſſible; and Expos 


in a fitting ' Poſture to increaſe the Scorns and Reproaches 


that uſe to attend ſuch miſerable Objects; and at laft hang 
upon a Gallous fifty Foot high, in his Coat Armour, wheie 


on was Written, Quid gloriaris in Malitia ? Plal. 52. 1. 
I be King was convev'd to the Cafile of Xenelworth, where 
he continued till Candlemas following: at which time a Pat 


liament was held at London, where it was adjudg'd, I 


ſeemid to fink under the Weight that he was to bear; 20 
of her Husband: But ſhe that had by force ſo eagerly pu 


- Kſpecially conſidering that unlawful Paſſion for MW 
. i 15 | 1 2 . 


Edward the Second was no lorger fit to wear. the Crown; il 


| for bis 1 of the Reyal Authority, was itt 


© Fore Deſpoſed, and 
- Biſhops conſented, and the Archbiſhop of Canterbury Preadr 


is Sim to be Eletted King, To this tif 
ing u pon this occaſion, choſe for his Text, Vox Populi Vox Dei. 
- The Queen with a Counterfeitzd Sorrow, when ſhe heard 
of this heavy Sentence of Depoling the King her Hushand 
ſo to act the part of a good Wife, in ſharing the Misfortate 


ju'd him, till ſhe had brought him into that Condition, cvs 
now hardly with Counterfeited Tears and feigned Lan 
tations perſwade any to believe that ſhe really. deplord l 


J 
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timer, which had fo long and violently -govern'd her. How- 
eyer her pretended Grief had that real Effect upon the Prince 
her Son, that he declar'd he wou'd never accept the Croun 
but by his Fathers Conſent : Upon which, Commiſſioners from 
the Parliament (or Convention) were ſent to the King, (which 
conſiſted of three Biſhops, Winchefter, Hereford ant Lincoln, 
the Earls of Leiceſter and Warren, two Juſtices, two Barons, 
four Members for the City of London, and three Knights 
for every Shire, to reprefent the Counties, with a certain 
Number of Burgeſſes, eſpecially of the Cinque Ports) to 
declare to him the Election of his Son, and to requite of 
him the Renuntiation of his Crown and Royal Dignity: 
The King was firft privately acquainted with this Meſſage 
by the Biſhops of Hereford and Lingoln, : who alſo went to 
perſwade him to Reſign the Crown en Frcs he ſhou d 
live more happy than before; and that he ſhou d only Re» 
ſign his Cares, enjoving an undiſturbd and quiet Plenty. 
Threarning alſo, that if he were vainly obſtinate, not to grant 
what the People were reſolv'd to take, and which was deſir d 
of him to ſatisfie the Prince his Son, he wou dn't thereby: 
prevent his own Fate, but only bring a Misfortune upon 
his Poſterity; for in that caſe the People wou'd chooſè a 
King that had no Relation to his Blood. Ani 

The Commiſſioners being arrived that were to receive his 
Reſignation, the King came forth before em in a Mouruing 
Robe, ( ſuch as beft Suited with that fad Solemnity) and 
at the firſt ſight of them, the Buſineſs about which they 
came, ftruck ſuch a damp upon his Spirits, that he imme- 
diately ſunk down; which created ſome Compaſhon in moſt 
of the Beholders: But being in a little time revit d again, 
the Biſhop of Hereford deliver't the Subject matter of their 
Commiſſion ; which was, That the Gomnmnwealth had found bis 
Government to be grievous and oppreſſiu?, which bad been prov'd 
by many Particulars before the General Aſſembly of the States of 
the Kingdom at London, for which they had refolu'4" be | ſhould 
be no longer King over them: But yet they were willing to E- 
le his Fon to wear the Crown; which if he fhou'd refuſe 1o-Refien 
n bim; they were reſolv' d not only to Rejeft Him, but wo d chooſe 
4 Man that might be proper for the Support, af the Gtverment, 
and Defence of the Kingdom, witbout any Conſider ation of being re- 
lated to bis Blood, | 

After the King had thus heard the Reſolution of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly at London, deliverd to him, he receiv'd 
the heavy Tidings with a Grief proportionable to its Cauſe, 
But fearing left his denying to reſign his Crown, ſhould in- 
volye his Son and his Poſterity in his own hard Fate, he 
told Them, That he ſubmitted to all _ with the more Pa- 
tience becauſe he had indeed been miſguided (the common Ex- 
cuſe of a poor Spirit) and done many things, whereof now be 
repented ; and which if be were to govern again, he wou'd _; 
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bur how culp4bje ſoever he had bren, yet i} cen 4 not but gg 
vate his Calamity, to find bis People were poſſeſs'd with ſuch 4 
bred 10 him, that they wau'd no_longer Endure him for their 
Sovereign, nor ſuffer him auy more to Reign over them: But hat 
under theſe hard Circumftances, if his Condition cou'd admit of any 
Conſolarron, it muſt proceed from the Kindneſs they had ftill rerained 
for bit don; and thank'd them for that Teſtamony of it they had 
given hin, m Elefing him their Km. 

After this Speech of the Kings, they proceeded to the Ce- 
| remony of his Reſignation, which conſiſted chiefly in the Sur- 
rendering up the Royal Enhgns : Which being done, the Com- 
miſſtoners caus d a formal Renunciation of his Royal Poser, 
to be drawn up, and afterwa.ds pronounc'd by one of the 
Judges, whoſe Name was William Jruſſel, wiich he did in 
theſe Words: | 5 | 


. Anto thee, O King, J William Truſſel, in 
the Mame of ail Men of this Land of ENG- 
LAND, and Pzolocutoz of this Parliament, 
Reſign to thee E DW ARD, the Homage 
that was made to thee ſome time: And from 
this time fozth, J Ocfie thee, and Depuve 
thee ot all Royal Yower : And J ſhall ne: 
7 5 be Attendant on thee as King, atter this 


Which being pronounc'd, Sir Thomas Blount, Steward of 
the Kings Houle, by breaking his Staff, Reiigned his Office, 
and Diffolv'd the Houſe-hold. And then the Commiſſion- 
ers with the Royal Enſigns return'd to London; and repor- 
ted to the Con vention the Kings Reſignation, who prelently 
Elected / his Son, by the Name of Edward the Third, for 
mor: [Kings 14 0 555 5 
The unhappy Edward of Carnarvan (now no more a King) 
was kept in Confinement with a Small Allowance 3 that he 
might not in any thing reſemble a Prince: And ſuffer d nou 
for his unſteady Errors, as much by the wounding Reflection 
of theit Memory, as by whaß fe Endured for them: Seeing, 
when too late, the Unhappynefs of his Jofing thoſe Friends 
that cou'd -preſerve him; and keeping none but ſuch as cou'd 
help only to deſtroy him, Princes are too apt to believe 
that the Right of Power ſhou d preſerve them, how unjuſtly 
ſoever they uſe it; but they ill find at laſt, that the injur d 
People will Revenge their Wrengs with as much want of 
Tenderneſy as they. have ſhewn in their oppreſſing of em. 
And ſo King Edward, to his coft found it.: For thoſe that 
kad taken away his Crown, were not Satisfied whill , 
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liv'd, 1 mean bis Queen and Mortimer; who conſulting with 
her Oracje the Biſhop of Hereford, caus d him to be remov d 
from his Kinſman, the Earl of Leiceſter's, where they thought 


he was us d too kindly ; and committed” to the Cuſtody of 


Sir Thomas Gurney and ohn Matravers, with a Commiſſion 
to carry him where they wou d, and probably to deſtroy him 
how they pleas d. Being be ſides Encourag d by a dark Sen- 
tence writ by the fore - mention'd Biſhop, which was, 


Edvardum Regem Occidere Nolite timere bonum eſt. 


Which being not pointed, at once gave an Ercouragement 
to them, and conceal'd an Excuſe for himſelf. For ſoon 
after the Receipt thereof, they brought him to Berti Calle, 
where he was wickedly Murthered by them, with a hot 
Iron thruſt through a Pipe behind into his Bowels, that the 
Marks of their V:olence might not be perceivid. © =. 

And yet as cruelly as be was murther'd, his Death was 


not perhaps mote:miſerable or grievous to him than his Life; 


being forſaken of all his Subjects, Friends, and Allies in ge- 


neral; and 0 of his own Wife, Son, and Brother; 
and even o 


himſelf too, confidering with what ſtrange Ab- 
jection of Spirit he firſt reſign'd his Crown, and then his 


Life. — He nas the firſt that caus'd the Royal Blood of 
Engiand to be ſhed upon a Scaffold, in the Perſon of his 
Kinſman, Thomas Earl of Lancaſter, and ſhed more Blood 


of the -Nobility by Publick Executions, than all the Kings 
that were before him ſince William the Firft, No wonder 
therefore he-ſhould loſe his Kingdom, even before it. was 
taken from him; ſince by betraying himſelf firſt, he taught 
others to do it aſterwards. He was a Man given up to 
his Pleaſures, and obſtinately Wedded: to his own Will: 
Under apprehenſions ot Danger, he wou'd Vow. and*Swear 
to any thing; and when he thought the Danger was over, 


he wou'd break all his Oaths and Promiſes with the ſame 


Facility as he had made them; as was» but too Eyident 
by the many Prejuries he was guilty of, with reſpect to his 
Favourite Gaveſton. In ſhort, © he was the Diſgrace of the 
Nation while he liv'd, and brought nothing but Diſhonour 
to it by his Death. Having this Character long ſince given 
him, “ That he was a Man piven to all ſorts of unworthy Va- 
*, nities ard ſinful Delights: The Scourge and Diſgrace of 
this Nation in Scotland, againſt a handtul of Men with the 
* greateſt ſtrength of England After ſo many Perjuries about 
* his Favourite Gaveſton, and Slaughter of the Nobility, he 


is Depos'd and Murdered, 


THE 
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"HY :YDWARD tbe Third was Born at Windſor, and beis 
Eleded Xing of England, after bis Farber King Edwar 
be Second was: Depoſed ; was Crowngd at Weſtminſter by 
Walter Reignolds Arbbbiſhop of erty pers, but Fifteen 
. years of Age: A Diſhonowahle Peace is made with Scotland; 4 
Pariiament meet at Nottingham, wherein Mortimer i: Arraign d 
fer High Treaſon, Condemn'd,, and Executed, being brought tg 
London, drawn to Ty burn, and there Hung d. King Edward is 
Summon d by Philip de Valois of France to do bim Homage. After 
great Content ions between England and Scotland 4 Peace is conclu- 
ded, ani David le Bruce, th young Prince of Scotland, is Married 
to Jane, King Edwards. Siſter. The King Marries Philippa, the 
Ewl of Heynault's Daughter, at York, with whom he lived 42 
Icars;' A great Bartel at Hailidown Hill, in which were ſlain of 
the Scots Eight Earls, Four hundred Knights and Baroners, Four 
#undred 'E ſquires, and Thirty five thouſand common Soldiers, The 
King/lays dlaim to the Crown of France, and with Two hundred 
Ships:fight with Three hundred Ships of the French, and kills Thirty 
three: thouſand of their Men. He firſt inſiztutes the Honourable Or- 
der of the Garter : Fights the famous Bittel of Creſſy in France, 
in which the Ring of Bohemia, and Ten ether Princes. with many 
Knight, Baronets, Eſquires, and Thirty thouſand Soldiers of the 
French were ſlain. After which, the Scots were defeated by ibe 
Queen, and David King of Scots taten Priſoner. The Xing ſoon 
after beſi-ges Calice, and ar laft takes it; and the Black Prince, 
Ning Edwards Son, bears the French Army at Poictiers, and rakes 
John King of France, and bis Son Philip, Priſoners ; with a vaſt 
Jlaughtey of Noblemen, Knights, Eſquires, and common Soldiers; $ 
ter which the Xing goes over into France with 4 great Army, Sub- 
ties many Places there, and Quarters the Arms of France with thoſe 
of England. David King of Scotland, after Eleven years Impri- 
ſonment, is ſet at liberty, paying One hundred thouſand Marks Sterling 
for bis Ranſome; and ſo likeaiſe is John Kins of France, after 
Four Tears Impriſonment, upon 4 Peace concluded, and Ten hundred 
thouſand Pound paid for bis Ranſome, Edward the Black Prince 
dies, leaving his Son Richard behind bim; who was by his gabe. 
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ter 4 Reign of Fiſty Tears, 
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ſuler created Earl of Cheſter, and Cornwall, and then Prince of 
Wales, and afterwards ſucceeded o the Crown: King Edward, ha- 
ving bad oy bis Queen rnit Seven Sons and Four Daugbrers; af- 

ied at his Aaner of Sheen (now Rich- 
mond) in Surrey, the 21tb of June 1377. in the Sixty fourth year 
of bis Age. Thus far his General Hiſtory, | | 


His Secret Hiſtory ; Amongſt all the Kings of England from 
Willm the Firft to this Day, chere is no Prince more celebra- 
ted by Hiftorians than this our Third Edward; occaſion d Prin- 
cipally by the many Victories with which Providence favour'd 
him, over Scotland and France; both whoſe Kings are his Pri- 
{oners in England for a conſiderable time: And then the Ex- 
traordinary Vertues of the truly brave Black Prince his Son, 
caus'd the Vices of the Father to be leſs taken notice of. Not- 
withſtanding all which, this very Prince has left marks enough 
behind him to ſhow whoſe Son he was. and that he was a De- 
ſcendant of the N:rman Race; one that wes for exalting his 
Pcerogative, to the Depreſſion of the juſt Liberties of the 
Subject; and cou'd to that end be as forward in Promiſing, 


and as ready afterwards to break bis Promiſes, as any of his 
Predece ſſors: Which was ſo much the worle in this King than 
in another, as one that had the Example of his Father recent 


before him; And in which himſelf was thought to be ſo mu 
concern d, that it left a Blemiſk upon his Memory; and ſur 
a one as cou'd not be purg'd away by all the After-Glories of 


| his Reign: For however he was at the time of committin 


that horrid Fact of his Father's foul and moſt unnatural Mur- 


der (a Crime no leſs odious for the circumftance, than the 


boldneſs of the cruelty ) under the Government of his Mother, 
as ſhe was under that of her Minion Mortimer; yet being then 


Maſter-of ſo much reaſon as to paule, as he did, upon the firſt 
motion of the offer of the Crown, it cannot but be preſum'd 
that he was Maſter of ſo much Power as to have prevented the 


hafte of the Execution, fince it was a violation of the Law of 
Nature. And tho' ſome wou'd argue his Piety from the early 
Execution of Mortimer; yet congderiig how Mortimer livd 
with his Mother, and had Uſurp'd the Adminiſtration and 
Management of all Affairs, it will to an impartial Judge look 
more like a piece of Revenge than Juſtice : And ſery'd only to 
throw the Odium ot that Murder upon another, the Guilt 


whereof lay upon himſelf; his Father's Death putting an end 
to thoſe Factions & Sidings which his Life mght have occafion'd, 


and making him fit more ſecurely(tho'much more guiltily) upon 
his Throne. And that which makes this more than probable, 


is the Fate of his Uncle Edmond Earl of Kerr, Brother to the 


Depoied King bis Father, who was Accusd and Condemn d 
upon his Confeſſion, for intending the Reſtoration of his Bro- 


ther, and conferring with divers. great Men concerning the 


ſame , tho nothing was ated therein. For this offence he 
h | was 
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was brought to the Block; the unfortunat: Earl being 
forc d to ftand upon the Scaffold” from One of the Clock til 
Five, before an Executioner cou'd be gotten to difpatch him, 
' much was he beloved; at laft an abje@ Fellow was releas'd 
out of the Priſon of the Marfhzhex to be his Executioner, by 
whom he was Beheaded ; and che Royal Blood of England 3 
Second time ſhed on a Scaffold. And this Kings Reign dy'd 
with the Blood both of a Father and an Uncle. | 
And now to the Piſhonour of the Kingdom, and its irre. 
pPairable loſs, a Peace is concluded with the Scat f; but ſuch 
.a Diſhonourable one, as has left an indelible ſtain upon his 
Memory; for by the Secret workings of the Queen Mother, 
the King ſurrenders to the Scots, by his Charter, his Title of 
"Soveraignty to the Kingdom of Scotland; and reftores divers 
Deeds and Inſtruments of their former Homages and Fealties; 
with th Famous Evidence call d Rægmans Roll; and many An- 
"cient J-wels and Monuments, amongſt which was the Black 
"Croſs of Scotland, Oc. and any Enzlifh-man is prohibited to 
"Hold Lands in Scgttand, unleſs he dwelt there. And in con- 
"Aideration of all this, King Bruce was to pay Thirty thouſand 
Marks: A Price ſo (mall, in compatiſon of the Value of what 
we parted with, that King Edward ſold them a very lumping 


Penny worth: And Mortimer's ignomitious Death, who was 


charg'd to have procured this Peace, (tho his Body hang up- 
on the Gallows ( Tyburn) for Two Days and Two Nights) 
Was no ſufficient compenlation. OO © 00 

This K ing fpent moſt of his time in the Wars of France to 
make good his Title to that Crown ; which his poor Subjects 
felt in their Eſtates and Families; And it was a happigeſs to them 
That he was ſo much abroad, for Whenever he came home, as 
he wanted Money, ſo the People got ground to urge their Pri- 
viledges; by which means Mazna Charta was at leaſt Twelve 
times confitmed in this Kings Reign, and ſtill as often broken: 
For tho this Ring is fo much cry d up for a good Prince, and 
the heſt that Reign'd ſo long and ſo well; yet the following In- 
ſtances will not ſhew him to be ſuch; or will at leaſt ſhew us, 
If he were ſo, that bad's the beſt: The Inſtance we ſhall 
mention, is concerning his Engagements to perform the grand 
Charter: This King, in the Parliament held in the Fifteenth 
year of his Reign, hal granted and given the Royal Aﬀent to 
divers wholeſome and ſeafonable Laws, which he engaged for 
himſelf and his Heirs, That they ſhould be firmly kept, and 
remain inviolable for ever, for the Ratificatioa of Magnd Charta, 
and other good Laws-formerly Enacted; and that all the Offi- 
cers of State, as Chancellors, Treaſurers, Barons of the Ex- 
chequer, Judges, c. ſhould at that preſent in Parliament, 


and for ever after, take a ſolemn Oath, before their Admiſ- 
ſion to their Oꝶces, to keep and maintain the great Charter 
and the Charter of the Foreſt, c. But no ſooner was the 
Parliament Diſſolved, bat the very ſame year he publickly re- 
A 3 ue ; . vo f 
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yoked theſe Statutes, pretending that they were contrary to 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, and to his Prerogative 
and Rights Royal; Wherefore we are willing (faith he) provident- 
ly to revoke thoſe things we bave ſo tmprovidently done; becauſe 
( faith he) (mark the Diſſimulation of Princes, even in Par- 
liaments) we neter REALLT conſented to the makingof them ; but, 
& then it heboved us, We Diſſembled in the Premiſes, by Proteſt a- 
trons of Revocation 4, if indeed they fhould proceed to ſecure the Han- 
gert which by denying the ſume we feared to come. The ſum of 
which words is this; The King wanted Money; the Parliament 
wou'd give none without their Liberties ( contain'd in the 
great Charter, and Charter of the Foreſt ) were confirmed: 
This the King was unwilling to confirm, becauſe it took from 
him the Power of unjuſtly oppreſſiag his Subjects at his own 
Will and Pieaſure, (and Arbitrary Power is ſuch a Tempting 
Bait to Princes, that no fotmer Expetience of its fatal Effects, 
nor confldera:ion of what may be the following conſequence, 
can keep em from Nibling at it.] But finding without Con- 
ceding to the Deſires 6f Nis People in the Conirmation of 
their Liberties, ( which yet was nd more than his Coronation 
Oath oblig'd him to) no Money was to be had, which was the 
thing he chiefly wanted, he Difſemlyingly paſſ.s thoſe Laws, 
with a Secret Deſign ſoon after to break em; as indeed he did. 
Now what can be more baſe and unworthy of a King, than 
thus to Diſſemble with his People! „ 
The Publick Traaſactions of this King abroad, I will leave 
to the Writers of his General Hiſtory : only let me obſerve, 
That when King Edward had beſieg d Tournay, and Philip de 
Valois the French King was, in order to relieve it, preparing to 
Engage with King Edward, the Eyes of all Chriſtendom look- 
lag to ſee the Event of ſo conſiderable an Action, Fine de Valoie, 
the Siſter of King Philip, and the Mother of King, Edward's: 
Wife, mediating between her Brother and her Son in- law, 
caus'd a Truce to be concluded for a year; both the Kings dif- 
ſolviag their Armies, King Philip going to Pais, and King 
Edward and his Queen returning for Enziand: Now tho King 
Edward pretended to yield to the making of a Truce, ſolely at 
the Defire and Mediation of his Mother-iti-law, the Secret and 
true Reaſon was, the want of freſh Supplies, his Treaſure be- 
ing Exhauſted, notwithſtanding thoſe mighty Impoſitions which. 
were laid upon his People, to furniſh him for his undertaking, 
br elſe he would not ſo eaſily have condeſcended to a True. 

The King upon his laſt going into France, had in great 
Diſpleaſure remov d his Chancellor, and impriſoned his Trea- 
ſurer, with ſeveral other Officers, whereot moſt were Cler- 
gy-Men; Which were very much Employed by this King in 
the chief Places of Truſt; not ſo much out of love to them, 
as to himſelf; for the King thinking by reaſon of their 
Vow of Celebacy, they wou'd be more free from Tempra- 
tons to defraud him, than thoie that had Families to rake 
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qe of, and Children to provide for; generally made uſe 
of em where the greateſt truſt was requir d: And he had 
another Secret deſign therein likewiſe; which was, That if 
he ſometimes made them refund what they had gotten un- 
der him, perhaps too hy the Oppreſſion of his Subjects; 
they had neither Wife nor Children to Clamour againſt 
him: And thoſe who had been oppreſsd by em, wou'd 
think em well enough ſerv'd, baving much rather the King 
ſhou'd have it than they. But to return to what I was a- 
bout to relate. The King having as I ſaid before, ) im- 
priſoned ſeveral of his Officers, where they ſtill remained, 
Fobn Stratford, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, (whom the King 
chiefly blam'd for the Neceſſities he now lay under) writes 
him a Letter which fully diſcovers the face of thoſe times, 
and ſhews what were the Grievances which the Subjects then 
lay under; boldly and plainly letting him know that it was 
for the Safety of Kings and . to uſe grave 
and wiſe Counſellors, laying many Examples out of Sacred 
Writ before him, by which be might ſee the happineſs of 
thoſe that took ſuch a Courſe, and their Infelicity that 
follow'd the Contrary,: And then bids. him remember how 
his Father led by Evil Counſel had almoſt ruin'd the King- 
dom ; pittting to Death divers of the Nobility, contrary 
to the Law of the Land; and then advis'd, him to conſider 
how fatal the iſſue of it was at, laſt. Then he tells him how 
he himſelf at firft had through Evil Counſel almoſt loft the 
hearts of his People; but that by the great CircumſpeQion 
and Care of his Prelates and Nobles, his Miſcarriages were 
retriev d, and the Love of his People recovered to that de- 
gree, that both Clergy and Layety have given him their 
Aſſſtance, beyond what they had done to any . of his Pro- 
enitors; whereby he had triumph'd over his Enemies, the 

rench and Stots, by which means he has obtain'd the grea- 
teſt Reputation of any Prince in Chriſtendom, ., But not- 


. 
5 


withſtanding all that, he tells him that at this preſent, through 
the wicked Counſel of ſome that are about him, who ſeek 
their own Profit, more than Bis Honour, or the Welfare 
of his People, he had cauſed both Clergy-Men and others, 
to be arteſted and kept in Priſon by undue Proceedings, 
contrary to the Laws of England, (Which he was bound by 
his Coronation Oath to obſerve) and againſt Magna Charta, 
which whoſoever ſhall preſume to infringe, are to be by the 
Prelates, (according to the Bull of Pope Innocent the 
Fourth) Excommunicate : So that hereby he incurred boch 
Danger to his Soul , and Detriment to his Eftate and Ho- 
nour: He then likewiſe tells him, That if he procceded fur- 
ther in this manner, he wou'd quickly loſe both the hearts 
of his People, and their help; whereby he wou'd be un- 
able to proſecute the War he had undertakea, and he fored 
to ſubject himelf to the Will of his Enemies, to the we; 
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throw of his Honour and the Kingdom: And adviſes him 
therefore to aſſemb e che Nobles, and prudent men of the Land, 
and to conſult with them concerning what was amiſs, that 
it might be rectied. And whereas (continued the Arch- 
biſhop ) certain Perſons. near about you by their Adulation 
and Flattery, falfly betray and deceive you, We here de- 
nounce them Excommunicate, and beſeech you, as your Spiri- 
tual Father, that you hold them ſo; Concluding, That where- 
as through the negligence of his Miniſters, the City of Tourney 
was hindred from being. taken, it was neceſſary that that 
matter ſhou d be Examined in Parliament; and Enquiry 
made to whoſe hands from the beginning of the War, the 
Wools and Moneys were committed to be beſtowed; and 
in whom the fault lay, that the City of Journay was not 
taken, but came to be left ſo. And that as an Equal and 
Wiſe Prince, he wou'd chaſtiſe ſuch as were found Culpable; 
and not condemn his Subjects without ſufficient Tryal. 

But the Archbiſhop finding but little effect of this Letter 
to the King, writ alſo to the Chancellour, Robert Bouſer, ſhew- 
ing him what large Contributions the Clergy by their free 
Conſents had yielded to the King, and that none other 
were to be Exacted of them. Requiring him to do nothing 
prejudicial to the Law. of Magna Cberta; and that if any 
Writ, Commiſſion, or Precept, had gone out of the Cha- 
cery contrary thereunto, or to the Priviledges and Liberties 
of the Church or Kingdom, he ſhould within ten days after 
the Receipt of theſe his Letters (as, ſaid the Archbiſhop 
the Chancellor was bound to do) revoke and annul theſame.) 
But it ſeems neither the King nor the Chancellour gave 
that regard to the Archbiſhops Letter that he Expected, and 
therefore he ſlends a third Lefter, which he directed to 
the. King and his whole Councel, declaring, That whereas, 
contrary to the Priviledges and Liberties of the Church and 
Kingdom, contained in Magna Charta, Fobn de St. Paul, Mi- 
chael de Wath, Robert Chickwil, Fobn Thork and Henry rule. 
were Arreſted, committed to Priſon, and there detained, 
without being indicted or convicted of any notorious Crime; 
and that whoſoever were aiding or counſelling to this pro- 
ceeding, had incurred the Sentence of the Cannon, which he 
had cauſed to be publiſhed both in his own Dioceſs, and 
in all other of his Suffragans; and therefore he beſought 
the King and his whole Councel, without delay, to deliver 
the ſaid Prifoners ; otherwiſe, that according to his Paſtoral 
charge, he muſt proceed to the Execution of the Sentence, 
concluding how notwithſtanding it was not his Intention to 
include therein the King, Queen, or their Children, lo far 
as they might by Law be Excuſed. Thus we ſee the King 
was for hearkening to Evil Counſellors, and oppreſſing his 
People, contrary to his Oath, and to the Laws which he 
deck himſelf ſo often confirmed; 1 
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In the goth year of hie Reign, A Parliament was called 
at Weſtminſter, which had the Name of the good Larliament; 
the Occaſion of its being called, was to Cure the Diſeaſeg 
of the State; for (ſayd my Author) the Kine is miſſed, his 
Treaſure Exhauſted, and bis Affairs ill managed; in this Par. 
liament the Kings Wants are opened, and Supplies required: 
But the whole Body of the Aſſembly, weary, of bearing 
theſe continual Burthens, inſtead of Contributions, Exhibit 
Complaints, charging the Kings Offfzers with Fraud, and 
Humbly craving that the Duke of Lancaſter, the Lord Lati. 
nier, then Lord Chamberlain, and Dame Alice Pierce, the King; 
Concubine, ( Anglice, Whore) and one Sir Ricard Jturry 
might be remov'd from Court. And 'thefe Complaints of 
the Commons are ſo vehemently urg'd by Sir Peter dela Mae 
their Speaker, that the King choſe to comply therewith, ra- 
ther than no: not be ſupply'd: Ant thereupon all th:{e 
Perſons were e put from Court. But the Death of 
Edward the Black Prince happening ſoon after (a Prince of 
that Solid Wiſdom and Vertue, that his Death prov'd a grea- 
ter I ofs to the Nation, than all the Treaſure that was 
Squander d away in Franre) the face of Affairs was quickly 
chang'd; and the late Excluded Perſons - return again to 
Court, and to their former Places there: And that impu- 
dent Strumpet, Alice Pierce, working vpon the Dotage of 
the King, cauſes Sir Peter Dela Mare, ths Speaker ot the Par. 


liament to be committed to perpetual ' Impriſonment at 


"Nottingham * which was an AQ without alf Preſident and 
Example in former Times: And the higheſt Affront that cou'd 
be put upon the People. But that haughty Whore, Alice 
Pierce, had ſuch an Aſceadant over the King, that the did 
what ſhe wou'd; and grew fo inſdlent, that ſhe was not 
aſham'd to intermeddle with Courts of Juſtice, and other 
Offices; and even to fit there her ſelt, to effect her De. 
fires; by which, ſhe render'd her ſelf the ſhame of the 
Kingdom, and the Diſhonour of the King. For at th? 
Kings Death, (which follow'd not long after) before his 
Breath had left him, he was left by all his Attendance; this 
Concubine of his leading the way; and firft packing away 
what ſhe cou'd ſnatch, even to the very Rings of His Fin- 
gers, left him; and even his other Attendance by her Ex: 
ample, ſeizing whatever they cou'd faten on, ſhifted away; 
and all his Councellors and others forſcok him in his laſt 
Agony, when he had moſt occaſion for em, leaving his Cham 
ber quite Empty: Which a poor Prieſt in the Hovſe iceing, 
as he paſs d by accidentally, approachd to the Kings Bedſide; 
and finding him yet breathing, call d upon him to remember his 

Saviour, and to ask Mercy for bis Offences; which was a gre#- 
ter Piec2 buth of Piety aad Compaſſion, than all his Courrters 
ſhew'd him: for they ſtill ffitter'd him with hopes of Life, 


even when they ſaw the Pangs of Death upon him: Whit: 
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renders the Condition of Princes truly miſerable 3: the Adu 
lation of their Courtiers not ſuffering them to know them- 
ſelves nor their own State, neither in Health nor Sickneſs: 
Making them neglect thoſe Spiritual Cogitations fit for a Dying 
Chriſtian, But the King ſtirr'd up by the Voice of this poor 
Prieſt, ſhew'd ſome ſigns of Contrition, his expiring Breath 
uttering the Name of F ES US as it left him. = 

Thus have we ſeen this once; Puiſſant and Victorious King, 
after a Series of Fifty Years, Ending his Reign as poorly and in- 
gloriouſty as he begun it: Who having ſtept into the Throne 
before he ſhou'd, out- lv d that Reputation he had once ac- 
quir'd in the World: Nor is it any wonder he ſhou'd, having 
out- liv d the beſt Wife that any Prince (except his preſent 
Majeſty K ing William the Third) cou'd ever boaſt of; and 
the beſt Son likewiſe; and indeed, at laſt out- liv'd himſelf : 
Being ſo unfortunare, after all his great good Fortune, as to 
ſee his Glory unravell'd, as well as his Happineſs : There 
being nothing leſt him of all kis Gettings abroad, purchaſed 
with ſo much Travel, Expence and Bloodſhed, but only the 
poor Town of Calais, But we muſt look on't as a Curſe 
that he inherited with his Crown, not to be pexmitted to dye; 
till he ſaw, himſelf ( like his Father ) forſaken of every Body, 
but a poor Prieſt, who only tarry'd to torment: hin with the 
Remembrance of his Sins; and left him at laſt, as he left the 


World, in ſuch a State of Uacertainty, that our Hiſtorians 
1 WW are yet to ſeek, whether to place him amongft, the Rank of 
4 of our Fortunate or Unfortunate Princes. The fatal Divi- 
- ſions of his Poſterity, to which his Weakneſs gave their firſt 
1 riſe, being ſo pernicious to the whole Kingdon, as well as to 
if themſelves, that it the Deceas d know any thing of what is 
+ done among the Living, he need no other Hell to torture 
el his guilty Spirit, than the Viſion of thoſe Murther'd Princes 
1 of his own Blood, whoſe Ghoſts juſtled one another where- 
P cer they met, I will conclude his Secret Hiſtory with a 
18 brief Account of what one, that didn't love to flatter Kings, 
a long ſince ſaid of him: vis, © Edward the Third, to his 
af WM Ererlaſting Stain ot Honour, ſurrenders by his Charter his 


* Title of Soveraignty to the Kingdom of Scotland; reſtores 
the Deeds and Inftruments of their former Homages and 
Fealties, ( tho' after the Scots paid dear for it) to ſupply 
his Want. Whatever he yielded to in Parliament, was for 
1 the moſt part preſently revoked : And in that Parliament 
„ Which was called, The Good, they defire the King (ba- 
4 ng abuncantly ſupply'd his Wants) to remove from Court 
a four Perſons of ſpecial prejudice to his Honour and the 
Kingdomes, with one Dame Alice Piers, the Kings Con- 
' Cubine, an Impudent troubleſome Woman: But no ſooner 
. Ended this Parliament, having gotten their Moneys, but thoſe 
7 four forbidden return to Court, and their wonted Inſolen- 
ces: The Speaker, who hal preſented the Kingdom's Grie- 
Co vances 
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- © yances, at the ſuit of Alice Piers, is committed to perpe- 
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King RICHARD the Second. 
JT >” ING Richard the Second was the Son of Edward Prince 
f Wales, commonly called the Black Prime; and wa! 
LX known by the Name of Richard of Bourdeanx, from his 
being born there: Hie came to the Crown at Eleven years of Age, 
and was Crowned at Weſtminſter by Simon Sudbury 4s Wife 
of Canterbury: Soon after which, 50 French Ships @ rived a 
Rye in Suſſex, wh» burnt and ſpoil'd that Town, and divers 
other parts of the Kingdom, coming as far as Graves-Etid, whic 
they burn d and rifled : The Commons a1 ofe in Rebellion in drveys 
Places, as Kent, Eſſex, Surry, Norfolk, Cembridge ; the Ken- 
tiſh Men (beiug 5-000 ) came to London, where they Commit- 
red mary Barbarous Outrages under the Command of Wat Tyler 
and Jack Straw, wh were animated thereto by one John Ball 
an Excommunicate Frieſt; but Tyler being kilPd by Sir William 
Wallworth, then Lord Mayor, for affunting the King, the Rebels 
were diſpers dc, Jack Straw and Ball tbe Prieſt being Ext- 
euted; and ' the reſt plundered, after they bad beheaded Si- 
mon Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Sir Robert Hales Lord 
Treaſurer, 2 all, the Rolls and Records of Chance: 
The Duke of Lancaſter (the Kings Vnkle ) being accuſed by 4 
Carmelite Fryer of Treaſin, the Fryer was Cruelty Murdered, and 
the Duke (tho' not without ſuſpition) Cleared, Barwick was talen 
4 the Scots, and retahen by the Earl of Northumberland. King 

ichard raiſes 4 great Army to Conquer Scotland, but his Dt- 
Fan prov'd Abortive, Differences ariſe between the King and tit 
Peers, The Scots Enter England under the Command of Sit 
William Dowglals, and are met and Encountred by the Lok 
Henry Hotſpur : Dowglaſs, was ſiain, and Hotſpur going int 
Ireland rebel”d. Richard goes into Ireland, to reduce it: 
in the mean tine Henry, Son to John of Gaunt Duke of Lau- 
after, accuſing the King of Miſ-Governmenr, the King is Dt 
* and afterwards Murdered. Thus far his General Hr 

ry. 
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11s Secret Hiſtory, (like that of bis Great Grandfather 
Edward the Second) runs through his whole Reign; which 
may, like that, be call'd the Reign of Favourites; by whom 

| neſs and Careleſneſs, and 
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The Kivg's being in his Minority, made Foreign Princes 
think_it the moſt proper time to Execute their, intended 
Deſigns; againſt England; and thereupon the French firſt laid 
hold on the Occation, aud landed Forces, doing ſome Miſ- 
Chief, and burning, ſome Places near the Sea, as Rye, Portſ- 
mouth, Dartmouth, &c. The Scots alſo about that time af 
faulted the Caltle of Berwick, and won it; but it was taken 
again by the Earls of Northumberlind and Nottingham, and all 
put to the Sword but .Ramſey, who took it by a bod and 

deſperate Attempt with a few Nen. | 
Theſe Troubles occafion'd a Parliament, in which Alice 
Piercy, the late King Edward's Concubine was baniſh'd (as 
he well deſerv'd ) and all her Goods confiſcated; In this Par- 
hament an Extraordinary Tax (as it was then Eſteemed) 
of & an, nov upon every head, above Sixteen years of Age, 
called a Pole-Tax, was granted: The levying of which, by 
tde accidental Rudeneſs of an inconſiderable Tax-gatherer, 
occaſion d a very great and dangerous Inſurrection: The maa- 
ner this, A Tax-gatherer at D:ptford, comiag into the Houle 
of a poor Tyler, and demanding Four-pence a Head for each 
Perſon in bis Family, the Tyler alledged his Daughter was 
not Sixteen years of Age, and ſo not iable to pay ; and the 
lmpudent Tax-gatherer going about to turn up the young, 
Maidens Coats, to ſee whether the was of Age or no, her Father 
G 2 provok d 
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provok'd thereby, fell upon him; which occaſion d others of 
the Neighbours to ſecond him; and thereby the whole County 
of Kent, and then of Eſſex, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge, and other 
Places, roſe up'in Arms, deſtroying not only the Three Princi- 
pal Miniſters of S ate, that is to ſay, The Chancellour, (who 
was alſo Archbiſhop of Canterbury ) the! reaſurer and the Lord 
chief Juſtice; butalſo came ſo near to Majeſty it ſelf, (for 
ſome of the Rebels were little lefs rude with the Kings own 
Mother, than his Officer had been with their Captain's Daugh- 
ter) that it was thought nothing cou'd deliver the King him- 
ſelf from the approaching Danger, but meeting it halt-way ; 
which, to ſpeak the truth, he did with ſo well temper'd a Cou- 
rage, as never any King before him ſhew'd, except Cæſar, and 
he but once; or his own Father ( whoſe Son he in this in- 
ſtance only ſhew'd himſelf ) at the Battel of Pictiers; when 
he was begirt with as many perhaps, but not ſo inſolent not un- 
worthy Foes. And this being as much beyond the Expedta- 
tion of his years, as of his Enemies, charm d them for a 
while into ſubmiſſion , but the Diſtemper being Univerſal 
and raging, arid the Contagion ſpreading inſenſibly through 
ſo many parts of the Kingdom, it was not poſſible to heal 
the Evil only with a Touch. eggs yi hr 
But it was not the Rudeneſs' of the Tax-gatherer that 
cou'd have caus'd ſo univerſal'a Defection, had not the Peo- 
ple been pre diſpos'd thereto : It will be therefore neceffary 
to look back a little, that we may trace this Miſchief to 
the Fountain-Head: This King being ſet upon the Throne 
at Eleven years of Age, the Farſiathent, when he began to 
govern them, conſulted about hat Perſons were fitteſt to 
govern him; and becauſe the ſafety of the Kingdom, as 
well as of the King, conſiſted in the multitude'6f Counſel- 
lors, they were of Opinion to add to his Uncle Lancaſter, 
(who put in to be Protector.) the two other Brothers, Ed- 
mond Earl of Cambridge, and Thomas Earl of Mordſtock, after 
wards Duke of Gtoaceſter, with whom they conppyned ſeveral 
Temporal Lords of known Wildom and Integrity. This 
ſo offended the Duke, as thinking it a dangerous Reffection 
on his Ambition, not to b=_trufted ſolely, that he refus'd 
the Charge, and retir'd into the Countrey, to his own 
Fiouſe ; when "it ſeems Ie Aﬀed ſo like a King, that 2 
Well meaning Fryar, thought himſelf bound in point of Al. 
legiance to accuſe him of an intention to Uſurp the King: 
dom; and as a conſequent thereof, to Deftroy the King; 
and it was the opinion of ſeveral that he wanted not mat- 
ter enough to make good that Charge : But what' the Duke 
Wanted of Innocence, was ſo well ſupply'd by- Power, 
tha! th Accuſer not being ſufficiently back'd, was thrown 
into P:iſon, and there inhumanely Murder'd, by thoſe t'at 
had him in Cuſtody; who tying one End of a Cord about 
tis Neck, and the other to his Privy Members, hung him up 
7 7» i 
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in that poſture on àa Pin, and with the weight of a Stone 
laid upon bis Belly, burſt his Back; and he heing in this 
barbarous manner privately put to Death, all further Cri- 
minations died ' with him. But as ſecretly as this was done, 
it was well enough known to ſeveral, who were thereby the 
more Confirmed in the truth of the Fryar's Accuſation, but 
his wretched Fate made them fear to declare their Sentiments ; 
which makes me call to mind what Advice a Pericn of 
ood Note left behind him to his Son, That in Publick Af- 
airs' be fhou'd be cautious what ſide be took, for that ſometimes 
it might be as ſafe to deſtroy the Xing, as to preſerve him. But 
the Tmpunity of this Treaſon, derogated, ſo much from the 
Wiſdom" and Juſtice of the King, that it apparently lel- 
ſen'd him in the Opinion of the People; who being igno- 
rant, or at leaſt not able to diſtinguiſh, whether it was want 
of Skill to diſcern, or Power to puniſh, began from thenceforth 
to worſhip the Duke (as the Indians do the Devil) out 
of Fear; while the Duke in the mean time, omitted no oc- 
caſion to propagate Tumults and Encourage Faction; and in a 
little time, by ſeeming to make the People's Diſcontents the 
grownd of his own, got the Opinion of being their Patri- 
ot, While he Secretly promoted their being goaded with 
Needleſs Taxes ; which made them, like mad Oxen, ready 
to break the Yoak of Authority from off their Necks. 
This was the Cauſe (+ thro* the Secret Practiſes of the 
Duke of Lancaſſer) that ſo ſoon blew up thoſe Embers of 
Diſcontent that lay gtowing in the Breaſts of the People, 
into ſuch a Flame of Rebellion as had like to have con- 
fum'd the Kingdom. | Ns ne 
The firſt ten Years of this Kings Goveenment, which was 
the beſt, cho' not the longeſt part of it, he Reign'd with 
great Splendor ; if he 1 properly ſaid to reign, whilft 
he was under the diſpoſe of others: But after he came to 
be of Age to do all himſelf, he began very viſibly to undo 
himſelf; haſtening the flow pace of his Dettiny, by his quar- 
relling with Parliaments z who yet' gather'd ſtrength by the 
Diſcovery of his Weakneſs: Which ſo Enraged the | ing, 
(ho ſecretly deſign'd the very raſing of the Legal Con- 
ſtitution ) that he cou'd not forbear telling the Parliament 
(the very next Seſſions after he was out of his Wa:dſhip, 
as he was wont to calls it) That he perceiv'd they had a 
Mind to rebel. and therefore thought he cou'd do no bet- 
ter than to ask Aid of his Couſin the King of France, into 
whoſe hands he had rather 'fall, being a Prince; than ſubmit 
to his own Subjects: Which however it might ſhew a very 
proud and vindictive Stomach; was certainly a very raſhan 
unadviſed - Speech, and in it ſelf ſo low and abject, and 
unlike à King, that nothing cou'd be meaner. ' | 
Michael de Ia Pool, being made Earl of Suffolk, by reaſon 
of his Exorbitant Actions grew as much hated by the Peo- 
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plz as be was honour'd by the King; as the Effect where 
of, a Charge was Exhibited againſt, him 19 Parliament, the 
chief Articles of which were, For profuſely; waſting the 
Treaſure of the King in Riotous Prodigality, and unneceſſary. 
Expences; for 'runaing into the Kings Debt and gozeoing 
the King in Farming the Profits and Revenues of the Crown; 
But this Charge had only Audience, but no Ramination; 
which gave {0 much Offence, that when an Aid was de- 
mandedy, it was deny'd; for which this Reaſon was given, 
Thar ir waz to no purpoſe to give Money, when the. ill 
uſe of it was countenanc d. But the neceſſity of, the Kings 
Affairs requiring Money, and the Parliament inſiſting upon 
ſhe Examination, of the Charge, at laſt procur'd what they 
ſo warmly deſir'd; and the Cauſe was put to Selected Noble- 
men to Examine; and a Subſidy was afterwards granted. 
The cauſe heing heard by the Earl of Suffolk . Peers, the 
the Duke of Glaucefler. and the Earl of Arundel being two of 
his Judges, he was convicted, and depriv'd of his Office 
and Chattels, and condemn'd to a, Fine and Impriſonment. 
Bot ſuch was the Kings Extrayagant Fondneſs for this Earl, 
that all this ſeem d rather Arguments of Merit, than Cauſes 
of Puniſhment; for the King (as his great Grandfather 
Edward the Second did by Gave/ton ) preſently reſtor d him 
to all former Favours; as if. what, he had ſuffer'd had been 
tor his ſake 3, and as if Crimes, found out and. proſecuted 
by 2 Parliament, had been the Teſtimonies of Merit, and 
the beſt Arguments for the Princes Favour: . Theſe unſteady 
Counſels increas'd the Miſtruſt of his Subjects, who now 
began to ſee the King, reſpetted his Favourites to; that de- 
gree, that the whole. Kingdom was unable. to ſtand in Com- 
petition with them. Nor was it without reaſon. that they 
thought to, ſince the return of the Duke of Feland, who 
had been driven away by the Diſpleaſure.ContraRQed-againſt 
him, and was, now again, Embrac'd with the tendereft Ca» 
reſſes, and receiv d into Equal, Credit and Havour with the 
Earl of Suffolk, did ſufficiently juſtifie their Suſpicions,: To 
them alſo was joyp'd the Archbiſhop of Tork, to; ſtrengthen 
their Power, and. at the lame time weaken the Kings: 
For having made the King to, believe their Capſe to be 
his, they eaſily, carry d him on to revenge the Affronts which 
they had receivid, as tho tber had been his own; inſi- 
nuating to the King that the Arrows. which were Shot at 


them, were, intended 2gaint him; and that it was nothing 


bur, Rebellion; to confine a; King on whom- to beſtow bis 
Favoucs; And reeefore to, ayoid-the-Diſhonour af a 13mir 
ted Moparchyz, he muſt be put upon Exerciſing an Arbitrar 
ry and Deſpolick Pouer. With this: Hattery, they rais d 
the King to that faf al. Confidence Which bas: aas prov'd 
the: Ruine of miſguided Prins 
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The Trial and Condemnation of the Earl of Suffolk, was 
the firſt Cauſe that excited theſe newly-return'd Favourites 
againſt thoſe that were his Judges; of which the Duke of 
Chmcefter being chief, they firſt reſolv'd on his Deſtruction; 
not fearing his being related to the King, as his Unkle; 
for they knew their Power over the King, was Tantamount 
to all Relations whatſoever: Their firſt Deſign therefore 
was to invite Glonceſtrr and others to a Supper in London, and 
there Secretly murther them. But this Deſign was diſco- 
verd to the Duke by Extor, the then Mayor of London, and 
che Miſchief for that time preventde. 

The Earls of Arunle} and Nottingham, who were Engag d 
with the Duke of Gloureſter, in the Trial and «< enſure of 
the Chancetlour Suffolk, having the Command of the Navy, 
about this tim perform d ſo many brave Actions, that a 
Mouths were fill'd with thelr juſt Praiſes, Except only the 
Kings, who ought to have taken the greateſt Satisfaction 
therein, as advancing the Honour of his Reign; but in- 
ftead of that, he Secretly maligned their Praiſe; and gave 
them at their Return ſo cold a' Reception, that they ap- 
d rather as Perſons: Forgiven for Miſdemeanours, than 
Recein'd for Merits; The ftrangene(s of his Carriage too 
plainly telling them, That Publick Merit loft its aature, when 
the Deſert was in the Enemies of his Favourites. How 
uſual is it for Court-Caterpillers to complain of the King's 
being Limited' by his Parliament? And yet it is their dai- 
ly practice to Limit and confine his Favours to their Nar- 
row Intereſts; ſo that he muſt neither reward Vertue,” nor 
puniſh; Vice, but as they direct him. ; NOI 
And as an inſtance of the haughtineſs of the Kings Fa. 
vourites, the Duke of Ireland, wich as as much Arbitrary 
Power as he perſwaded the King to aſſume, put away his 
Wite, the Kings Couſin, and Grandchid to King Edward; 
without ſo much as any fault - alledg'd againft her; and 
marry'd, ſome ſay a Vintner's, and others a Joyner's/ Daugh- 
ter: The injur d Lady perition'd the King often, but with- 
out ſucceſs: The injury done her was by à Favourite; 
to whom his Nature was more ty'd; than to his on Blood. 
Thus upon no leſs Nouriſhment can growing Favourites 
proſper, than by their Princes loſs of Intereſt and Honour, 
This Ackront to his Lady, was no doubt ſecretly conniv'd 
at by the King, that by the Diſcontent of his Unkles at 
ſo notorrous' a Piece of Injuſtice, he might have the 
better pretence to Execute his Revenge againſt them; and 
it ſacceeded accordingly. For the Duke of [Glonceftes ſo 
juſtly. Neſented it, chat he told the Duke of elan plainly, 
That he wou d revenge the Iajury done to his Kinfwman. 
From which very time, the Duke of Treland, (as well as 
che King!) grews more aſſiduous to contrive the Deſtru- 
on af the Duke of Glouceſter, ; taings were not ripe, 
v4 £9 
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to put it preſently in Practice. The Duke of reland's pre. 
tended Journey to that Country, at this time took up all 
their Thoughts: When after many Delays (which evident; 
ly ſhew'd his Unwillingneſs to go, as well as the King's 
to let him) he ſeemingly began, and was accompany'd in 
great State by the King himſelf, the Earl of Suffolk, and 


the always Officious Chief Juſtice . Treſillian. But this Feint 


of the Duke for Jrelind, prov'd only a Progreſs through 


Wales back to Nottingham; where they Enter'd into more 


private, and blacker Conſultations, WEST 

Their firft Deſign was to deſtroy the Lords: And for 
that End they ſummon'd the Sheriffs of every County, and 
poſitively ask'd them, What Aid they cou'd promiſe againſt 


the Lords, if the King requir'd it? Their Anſwers: for the 
moſt part were, That the Opinion of the People was, I hat. 


the Lords were Lovers of their King and Countrey: And 
therefore they durſt promiſe nothing in that matter. 
But they had more Strings than one to their Bow; and 
therefore this failing, they made Trial of another; which 
was, By chuſing ſuch Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes as 
the King ſhou'd appoint. But this receiv'd no more En» 
couragement than the other, * $3424 

- To what a looſe Hazard they had now reduc'd their 
King, to attempt unſucceſsfully to deftroy his People by force, 
or in a Legal way to make the Nation deſtroy it ſelf ! The 
laſt was without doubt the moſt dangerous Deſign: Force 


may Enſla ve for a little time, but Slavery by Law, is like». 


ly to be more durable; but the People were not then 
cozen d enough. And indeed it muſt be the Concurrence 
of ſtrange Accidents, the Fairneſs of an undiſcover'd Dil- 
ſimulation, and the Opportunity Embrac'd in the ſame Mo- 


ment, that muſt ſo infatuate the People, as to make their 


Ruin their Choice. E 8 

But they had a third way to bring about their Deſigns, 
and of which they were not ſo likely to fail; and that was 
by means of the Judges; for when the Judges aſſume the 
Power of Declaring what is Law, tho' in Expreſs Contra- 


dittion to the Words of the Statute, the King can never. 


fail of having uhatever he pleaſes to be declar'd Law: And 
this Expedient has been made uſe of more than once. Thus 
Ship-Money was adjudg'd Lawful by the Judges of King Charles 
the Firſt; and a Power of Diſpenſing with the Laws, was 
adjudg'd Lawful by the Judges of King F4mes the Second. 


The two Chief Juſtices ' of King Richard were Jreſilian 


and Belknap; to whom with others thete were put . ſuch; 
Queries as might Comprehend the Safety of the Miniſters, 
and the Danger of all;;<lſe. beſide; or at leaſt of all elſe 
whom they pleas d. Theſe. Queſtions, were to comprehend 
Jo large à Treaſon, that it was no hard matter to find Trai- 
l e en Ch 240 Nuh Abo i 2354 509 tors; 
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tors ; for they had reſolv'd the very Conſtitution of the Na- 
tion to be Treaſon. | | 1 I 
The firſt four Queries did moſt particularly concern the 
Duke of Suffolk, and with him the reft of the Favourites *: 
For the Cale was put whether the Law it ſelf, and the 
Commiſſion for his Tryal, did not derogate from the Kings 
Authority? And then how they were to be proceeded a- 
gainſt that procur'd ſuch a Law? And how they were to be 
dealt with, that urg'd the King to Aﬀenc to it? 
The fifth Query was, What they Merited that opposd 
the Kings Exerciſe of his Regal Authority, in the Remit- 
ting or Releaſing of Penalties, and - forgiving of ſuch Debts 
as were due to him ? | | Es © 
The Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth (for there were 
Ten in: all] was to Enquire whether Parliaments cou'd: 
proceed upon any Buſineſs but ſuch as the King ſhoy'd: 
propoſe and limit by Articles? And whether the Lords and 
Commons Aſſembled in Parli ament, might Accuſe or Impeach” 
any of the Kings Officers without his Leave ? I 
The Tenth concern'd only the Duke of Suffolk, ( his being 
the Leading Caſe) and it was whether the judgment given 
in the laſt | Parliament againſt him, were Erroneous and 
Revocable? | PETS INT by ; £ | TH 
The Reader may ſee by the Queries, that the Ax of Ar- 
bitrary Domination and Rule, was herein Secretly laid to 
the very Root of the Antient Conſtitution of the Govern- 
ment: And the Judges-reſolv'd the Queries accordingly: 
For as to the laſt Article they determin d very poſitively, 
That the Proceedings and Judgment againſt the Earl of Suf- 
folk were Erroneous and Revorable. And for the reſt, they 
determin'd all to be Treaſon, and that the Offenders ought to 
ſuffer as Traytors: Hereby Condemning the whole: Parlia- 
ment as being Traytors, and the Law it ſelf as being Treas bo 
ſon. And ſo confident were thoſe Judges of Succeſs in theirs 
Enterprizes, that they, ſcrupled not to deliver theſe bold; 
Opinions under their hands and Seals; believing it ſeems 
that their Obedience in unjuft Directions, wou'd either 
Juſtifie or Excuſe their guilty Actions. b 
It is worth obſerving here, bow different Times produce 
different Opinions, in the ſame Perſons: For thoſe Lawyers 
who in former Parliaments gave their Advice and Opinions, 
for their Proceedings, being afterwards ( when the Power. 
was on the King's fide) ask d, Whether the King cou d. 
not Diſannul the Proceedings of that Parliament? Anſwer d, 
les, he might; for the King was above the. Law : The truth, 
is, they went about to make him ſo ; but faild in the 67 
tempt, and ſo ruin'd themſelves and their King too. Nor 
were theſe the only Perſons that made that Experiment at 
the ſame dear Rate, 4 Hott Los ee 05s 
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Theſe Reſolves of the Judges were without doubt highly 


applauded by the Favourite -Min iſters, who flatter'd the 
King into a belief of what Extraordinary Servants he had of 
ſuch Judges; by whoſe Brickneſs not only the Law, but 
the Troubleſome Conſtitution of the Nation it (elf Tight 
be render'd as uſelefs as Arhitrary Power cou'd deſire: 
For ff thoſe Laws that ſeem'd to Limit a King, ſhou'd for 
that very reaſon become void in themſelves, there cou'd be 
no Law valid, but fach as pl-as'd the Soveraign: And then alt 
Laws that are paſt, and or that hereafter may he paſt, would 
in Effect, be nothing elſe but proftituted Writings to the 
Will of Princes. And yet no queſtion but theſe Judges, 
who had thus given up the Laws, ot their Countrey inte 
the Power of the King, had the Character of being moſt 
Loyal, for thus appearing moit deſperate; and from the 
Favourites they indeed deſerved it; their Zeal for them, be. 
ing far warmer than for their Countrey 3 involving them- 
_ in their Fortunes, by Principles as leud as their De. 
igns. 
However it was, the King look d upon the Opinions of 
theſe Judges as Authentick, and that he had thereby ſuf- 
ficient Authority to feize upon the Eſtates and Fortunes of 
thoſe Lords that had appear'd moſt Eminently againft his 
Favourites; and to fhew that he was in good Earneſt, - he 
began to do ſo; and that the Commonwealth mizhr in no 
ſenſe be the better fort, the Eſtates he had thus unjuſtly ſeiz d, 
he as profuſely diſpoſes among thoſe whom he favour'd; 
preſuming them convicted Perſons without any further Trial, 
And. as tho' to juſtifſie one Exorbitance, were to commit 
another, be privately raiſes Souldiers, and ſent to ſurprize 
the Earl of Arundel. 8 
The Duke of Glouceſter having an Account of all theſe 
things, deſires the Biſhop of London to ſee if he cou'd dif 
Twade the King from ſuch violent Courſes; and to aſſure 
kim that he never had an undutiful thought againſt him; 
intimating how much more ſafe and Honourable it wou'd 
be for the King, not to be led by falſe Sugge ſtions to ſuch 
a fatal Difference with his beft and greateſt Subjects. | 
The Biſhop rightly judging: he cou'd neicher ſerve his 
King nor Country better, than by prolecuting ſo good a 
work, perform'd it with that Zeal and Skill, that he 
thought himſelf in a fair way to bring the King to a 
more happy. Temper: But the Earl of Suffo/k, who knew 
well enough he con'd no longer be ſafe, than while the 
King was in Danger, like an untimely Froſt, blaſted the 
budtirig* hopes of the Kings returning to the Knowledge 
of his true Intereſt, and fell upon the Biſhop with: harſh 
and infovtent- Reproofs for his good Offices: Which {6 
Exaſperated the good Biſhop, that he undauntedly and bold- 
ly. told him, That twas mt the Service of his Prince 10 
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gabel him, but bis . own violent Ambition : And that rather 
than the Lords ſhould not be deſtroy'd, be woy'd involve the Na- 
tion in Kuine 3 that it was eafie for ſuch abjeff Spirits as hit 
1a raiſe. Tumults, which muſt be Ended by the. ruine of the Bra. 
welt. Nor was be fir to give Aduice, that war the Chi 
Incendiary, and mad: 4 Party by bis Condemnation. This. Speech 
of the Biſhops was ſo much to the Purpoſe, that .Juffolk had 
nothing to, reply: But: the King being angry. to ſee his. 
uud ſo roughly dealt wich, commanded the Biſhop out 
of his ſight. wo | * 
The Duke of Gleuceſter, and the Earls of Arundel, Mur. 
wick, Nottingham and Darby, having had an Account of what 
paſſed, and finding the Counſels of the Favourites influenc'd 
the King, contrary. both to his own: and bis Peoples good, 
tike Arms: The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Biſhop of EIN, 
then Lord Chancellour, were ſent to the Lords: Who brought 
mattecs ſo well to bear, that the Lords agreed to appear 
before. the King at Veſtminſter, under the Promiſe of Pro- 
tection. But retaining their uſual Jealouſies (for what Truſt; 
can be. repos d in that Prince who is wholly: given up to, 
the Conduct of thoſe, who are Strangers both to. Honour an 

Honefty ? ) they had aſſurance given em by the Biſhop, of; 
Eh, that if there were any Danger defign'd: em, he wou'd; 
give em Notice; and he kept his Word accordingly; for 
a little before the Lords were to come, he gave em In- 
telligence of an Ambuſh laid for em in the Mews, to ſeize them 
as they came in; upon which the Lords forbear coming up. 
The King pretending to wonder why the Lords came not, 
(Secretly. concealing his, knowledge of th: Ambuſh that; 
was laid) ask'd the Biſhop, of Ely what might be the reaſon; 
of it? Who boldly anſwer d him, That the. Lords durſt not: 
truit him, and had diſcove rd the Trap laid for em. The — 
flill pretending ignorance, commanded the Sheriffs to ſearch, 
the Mews, and to Kill, or carry to. Priſon, all they found, 
there. But this, inſtzad' of declaring. the Kings Sincerity, 
diſcover'd his Hypocriſie; for the Intelligence was True, 
but the Place Miſtaken; for the Ambuſh the Biſhop gave 
em notice of, inſtead of the Mews; was, ſecretly laid at 
Meſtminſler, by Sir Richard Bramber and Sir Thomas Trivet ; 
who being inform'd of the Diſcovery, ſecretly convey'd. a« 
way their Men. fl? ll bar | 


SS * 


The Baſeneſs of this Secret. Ambuſh. . carried ſuch a Res: 
praach, to the. Kings Honour along with it, that it was 
nat fit the King ſhou d own any knowledge. of it; and; 
therefore, after repeated Proteſtations of the Kings Ignorance: 
herein, and new Faith and Security given, the Lords came: 
to. the King at Weſtminſter ; but ſo ſtrongly guarded, as, 
plainly enough ſhew'd they had but little Dependance upon 
the Royal Promiſe; and that they came not like Petiti- 
ers, "but like Men that wou'd Claim their Right: Ang 
, aAccord- 
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accordingly they Challeng d for Traytors the Duke of I. 
, the kf of, Sufftb, the Atchiſhop of Twk, the die 

aſtice Treftian; Sir Nicholas Bramber, and ſeveral of a mot 
Mferious Rank, but of the ame Stamp. To which the King 
very. calmly and fedately anſwer d (for now he was not 
incircled wich bis flattering Favourites, the place was too 
for them ) That if all were true they had alledg'd, yet 
had not taken the proper way to ſeek for Juftice, by 


a ſtew of Rebellion; and give that Opportunity to the Licen. 


tious Multitude, which* might perhaps prove difficult to 
take again from thęm. | 


But while there ſeem'd ſome likelihood of Agreement he. 
tween the Ring and the Lords, and things look'd with a 
Kind of calm Face, the Duke of Ireland was gathering 'Fores, 
not wichout the Kings Privity; but being met by the Earl 
of Derby, was overthrown near Burford: For he that was 
ſo bold in Cbuncil, ſnew'd want of Courage in Action; teach. 


ing bis Followers by his own Example, to fly away before 


the Fight was ſcarce begun : Among many things of the 
Dukes which were taken, in one of his Trunks there was 
found Letters from the King, to haſten his Coming to Lon. 
don with what Power he cou'd make, where the King wou'd 
be ready to ſhare Fortunes with him. This Letter it is pros 
bable 'haften'd the Duke's March up to London, and there. 


in haften'd his 6wn Fate, (for he never after appear'd' Pub- 


lickly:) His Death is variouſly reported: Some ſay that in 
his Flight from the Bruſh (for it ran ſcarce be call 'd a Battel ) 


he had with the Earl of Derhy, he was forc4 to take a River, 


and in the mĩdſt of the Stream, forſook his Horſe, and ſwam 
to the other fide; and by the benefit of the Night, eſcap'd 
firſt into Scotland, and from thence into Flanders, and fo 
into F/ance, from whence he never return'd. Others ſay, 


tha” his Horſe, with his Helmet, Gaunt, and other Habill- 


ments of his, were found by the Banks of the River which he 
tcokz and from thence conc'uded he was drown'd ; and ſome 
affirm not only that they ſaw him die, but undertake to 


tell the Circumſtances thereof. But however he dy'd, it 
ſeems to be as ingloriouſly as he liy'd; and perhaps it might 


have been well for King Richard if he had never been born. 
Upon the News of the Duke of Freland'e Defeat, upon 
whoſe Succeſs, the Conſpirators ( for! ſo L call the Kings Fa- 
vourites, ) had plac d all their hopes; the Earl of Suffuk fled 
in a diſguiſe” to Calice, and never more return d. 
For his ſake it was that all thoſe> ſtrange meaſures were ta · 
ken to oterturn the Ancient Conſtitution of the Government 
aud indeed who can wonder -that à Man ready to ſink ſhou d 
ſtrive to ſave himnſelf by any Expedlent whatſoever. But that 
Which is the greateſt wonder, is, That a Man of fuch wretched 
Qualifications as our Hiſtorians generally repreſent him, ſhon'd. 
or the Aſcendant over a Prince, For he was à Mane that 
n in WORE ene eee TAIT AM TH een 
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In Peace too furious, and in War too Calm; never quiet hur 
"when afraid; at all other times intemperate; 7 he was 

"deſigning Miſchief, his Coutage fail'd;him. He never ſee 
"Good, but when neceſſity hindred him frem appearing Bad: 


ed habit of Villany. But to proceed, 


— 
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ns profuſe of ubat be coy'd get, and zt it viſſingly by the 
Spoils of others. He was unfit f Was 


or Peace, ſo tyrbulent 
tis Nature; and as unfit for War, ſo deficient.in his Courage: 


i'd 


had no fits of a Diſcaſe, his whole Life being but one contis 


ver fe 


av 
' * 


" The Chief Juſtice Treſilian fled from this Storm, and the 


King retir'd to the Tower; while the Lords with a great Ar- 


my March towards London, and ſhew'd. themſelves in form cf 
Battel to the King, who lay with his Forces in the Subur 


At firſt}, the King ſcem d to flight em, but at laſt condeſcend 


to à Treaty; for which, the Tower was the Place appointed; 
but the Lords firſt made what ſearch they pleas d, and came 
with ſuch Guards as they thought fit ; Shewing thereby the 


Diſtruſt they had of tlie King, and the Confiderice they had 
in their own Power. When they came to the King, they glain- 


I cared him with the Contrivances at Ngttingham againſt 
them; arid with his Letter to he Duke of freland (contrary to 
his word) to raiſe Forces; alſo with the Agreement he had 


"made ' with the French, to deliver up Cal'ce; with other Grie- 
ances which the in Conduct of the Kings Miniſters, had plen- 


tifully furniſh'd them with, © At theſe Truths, which were told 


by them that now wanted not Power to Revenge, the King 
"Inſtead. of 2 Defence, mate an Acknowledgment of hisFtrors3 
which wrovght ſo upon the Lords, that it produc'd the Age 


ment of a Meeting at Weſtminſte# the next daxrt.t... 
. The Lords were no ſooner gone, but the Kings Flatteregs 
thang'd his Mind, by telling him, That by his Meeting them, he 
wou'd expoſe his Perſon to Danger, and his Authority to Diny- | 
nution 28 if a fatal utability was to purſue him to his end. 
This alteration in the King rais' d the Lords to ſuch a Rage, 
thar they ſent him word, That if he us d ſuch indirect Court: | 
they wou'd chuſe a New King; pon this Ominous Meſſage gf 
the Lords, the King not only Rent, but ſubmitted to thoſe lie 


had fo inrag'd before, and deliver'd up that Power Which. he 


was 'counlelled before not to diminiſh ; So that his ill. tim d 


Counſellors made that Misfortune fure, which they ſeem'd cate- 
ful to prevent. MT ' 


Upon this, a Parliament was preſently call'd, which began 
at Weſtminſter the Third of "February, and continu'd to the 
13th of June, which tho a long Se ſſions, yet ſeem'd to have 
Employment enough ; for in a lets ſpace of time ſomuch cou'd 


Hardly have been done, as to merit that Title which it obtain d, 


viz. The Parliament that wrought Vonders. 5 
Upon the firft day of their Meęring, many of the Judges. 
were Arreſted as they lat in their Places; as if they iutendd 

ä | | chereby 
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thereby to ſhew that no Buſineſs was fit to. be proceeded gn; 
till Juſtice were done on the Vidlaters of Juſticce. 

In the beginning of this Parliament alſo were Summons 
© Robert Vere, Duke of Feland, Alexander Nevil, Archbiſhop df 
"York, Michael de la Pod, Earl of Suffoth, Sir Robert Treſilia, 

Lord Chief Juſtice of England, arid Nicholas Brember, Tor 
Mayor of London: This Brember was often made Mayor 

London by the King, 1 the Rights and Priviledges of t 
City; being found a fitting Tool to work witbal in ih Me. 
gal and Arbitrary Ways; facrificitig the Lives ard Eſtates 
"of many Conſiderable Men, to the King's Inclinations and 
- Deſigns ; and omitted no Severity that. cou'd he practisd 
"Againſt the Freedom and Privileges of the City: (Like 
"the great Month of the City in the, two late Reigns.), Bren. 
ber expected, as a Reward for his Villany, to be made 
Duke of Try, (the Ancient Name, as ſome will have it, of 
that City.) Theſe Were all Summon'd to Anſwer to Articles 
of High Treaſon 3 exhibited againſt, them by the Duke of 
" Glouceſter, and the Earls of Arundel, Derby, and Nottingham: 
But they not appearing, the Parliament condenin'd them 

+ amd Impriſdnment, and all their Eftates to be For. 

-.- <a | 3 
But Trefiliaz's black Fate inclin d him to ſtay about the City, 
rather then venture being taken by endeavouring to eſcape be- 
. yond Sea; hoping a poor Habit, and a long-Beard, would con- 
- ceal him; under which Diſguiſe he kept himſelf for ſome tine 
in an Apothecary's Houſe in Weſtminſter ; but dring detent 
© by a Servant of his own, (who it ſeems made good the Pre 
verd, Like Maſter, like Man; for they were both Rogues) 

was taken the 17th of February; and brought hetore the Par- 
Uament about Eleven of the Clock, and the ſame Day in tbe 

Afternoon was drawnfiom the Tower of London to Tyburn, and 
there (as ſome tell us) his Throat was cut; an Execution that 
ſeems very ſtrange; unleſs (ſays a late Author) it 1 jo or- 
 dered be fbould die the reſembling Death of a Beaſt, 


I be next Day Bramber was Hang d and Quarter'd at Bhir, 


and thereby receiy d a more juſt Reward than that which he 
deſign d himſelf for all his Villanies. And yet neither his nor Tre- 
Fliar's ignominious Deaths, cou d deter others in our late times, 
from being wretched” Copies ot ſuch miſerable Originals. 

After theſe Executions, and ſeveral others, were over, all 
things were as it were, to take a new Birth; and accordingl), 
the King rene d his Coronation Oath, and the Lords ſwore 
Homage and Fealty to him a new; as if he but then began to 
de a King, and they to be his Subjects. And indeed, their for- 
mer Conditions were rather Tyrant and Slave, than King and 
people; Nor for all this ſeeming Agreement, was the King any 
more inclin'd to keep this New Coronation-Oath, than that 
Which he had ſo often broken before; as a little time will more 
fully make appear. For within little more than a year after 


this, 
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this, the King grew to he One and Twenty: and the firſt thing 
he did to let his Subjects no that he was ſo, was the taking, 
the Great Seal fromithe Biſhop of Eh, (as if he remembred 
he hal been fo bold as to tell him the Truth) and gave it ta 
Wilitm of Wichham; Biſhop of Winebeſter 3 he alſo dif] 
others, and ſuſpended the Duke of Glouceſter and the Earl of 
Warwick from the Privy Council; as if he thougit his thus 
Acting, was the beſt way of taking Livery and Sein o his 
New Pouver. Bi (loc 

And now the Tide of Power was turn d again to the King, 
who ſtill continued to follow theſe Advices which had brought 
him ſo much hazard before. And the Intereſt and Opinion 
which the French had rais'd themſelves into, began in all things 
evidently to. increaſe; to which Nation he had too great a 
kindneſs before, had not the Duke of Gloureſſer and the Arch» 
biſhop of Canterbury formerly temper'd the king with their 
calm and fure Realons;. 'when being enrag d againſt the Lords, 
tre (wore, as is mention'd elſewhe re, He would more-willing'y fub+ 
mit to and rely on the Provection of France, tban tlis to be maile ier · 


vile to thoſe be ought to command. 


It was about this time that Guido, Earl of St. Paul, was ſent 
by Charles the French King, to Viſit and Complement King 
Richard and his Queen ; the Earl. according to the ready con- 
fide nce of the French, preſently became a Counſellor; For the 
King in Difcourſe with him, having complain d of his Unkle 
the Duke of Ghcefter, and in particular that he did paſ- 
ſtonately endeavour to diſturb the Peace between England: and 
France; the Harl preſently gave Sentence againſt the Duke, and 
told the K ing plain ly, He was not fit to live: Fot where a Subject 
was grown ſo great, a Prince was no longer fate; and that if 
he meant to ſecure himſelf againſt Dangers, the ſureſt way 
was to deſtroy them from whom it might come ſo eaſily. This 
yas bad Advice to King Richard, who was already too much 
fer upon Revenge: For it blew his Anger into a Flame; and he 
began to expreſs to ſome of his great Men the Diſpleaſure he 
had againft the Duke of Glouceſter : But finding em all to have 
a high Opinion cf the Duke's Honour and Vertue; he began a 
little to c lm, till he was again ſet on by orher fatal Counſet- 
lors: For being afterwards ftirr'd up by the Advices. of the 
Earl of Huntingdon and Nottingham, to contrive the Deſtructi- 
on. of the Duke of Glouceſter, againſt 'v hom they knew he hact 
Malice in his heart 3 he took this barbaruus. way of Executing 
it: The Duke of Glouceſter was then at his Houſe at Plajbey 
in Eſſx, whither the King and the Earl of Nottingham rid to- 
gether, as tho they had gone on hunting: When they were 
in the Forreſt, the Earl with a Company of Armed Men, ftay'c 
there in a Private Place; whilft the the King with a ſmall ant 
unſuſpeQed Train, came to Plaſhey where he was by the Dube: 
very kindly Entertain'd and Nohly Treated ; and the Duke 
Waited upon the King to bring him going, diſcourſag fami- 
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Harly together as they went; but as they came near the Ear 
Secret Ambuſcade, the King on a ſudden ſet Spurs to his Hork, 


and rid away; which whilſt the Duke was wondering at, he 


was ſuddenly ſeiz d by the Earls Company, ard being blindfol. 
ded hy em, was hurryd away to the Thames, and in a veſſel 
prepared for that purpoſe, he was carry d to Calice, and there 
ſoon after ſtrangled; the guilt of whole innocent Blood, ag. 
gravated through the baſe and treacherous way by which his 
Death was effected, Cried ſo loud, that it fell at laſt with 
direfal Vengeance on King Richard's Head; who by his Unkle's 
Murder made way for his own. | Wh 
Zut this is not all the inhoſpitable Tragedies King, Richart 
was to act; for ſeeing Treachery ſo proſperous, he was relolv d 
to practice it again: And therefore the next Day, the King in. 
vited the Earl of Warwick to Dinner, and in the midſt of his 
feeming Love and Kindneſs ſends him. to Priſon; and in like 
manner allo Entrapp'd the Earl of Arundel and his Son. But 
the King, to prevent all Diſcontents in the People, ( whoſe Fs. 
vourites theſe Lords were) publickly declared that they were 
not apprehended upon any former Diſpieaſures; but for New 
Crimes which ſhou'd be charg'd upon them. , 
"Then the Kings calls a Parliament at Wejtminſier, which be⸗ 
gan about the middle of September, the Deſign of the Seſſion 
was opened by the Biſniop of Exeter, Lord Chancellour, who 
declar d that the Power of the King was Ablolute and Per fed; 
and that thoſe who went about to leſſen or deny it, were wor 
thy to ſuffer by that Law which was ſolely in the Kings Power, 
And to make theſe Opinions hold the Teſt, the king had 
brought thoſe Arguments which were only proper to ſupport 
dem ; which was a guart of Cheſhire Men, that were the mo 
Eminent for Looſneſs, and about 4000 Archers, which he had 
order'd. to be drawn up about the Parliament Houſe, with 
Bows ready bent; uhich were ready to confirm the Chancel- 
touts Declaration, That the King defign'd his Power fhou'd 
appear above the Law. And that every thing might be ſuitable 


to carry on this Arbitrary Deſign, (which had been a conſider- 


able time ſecretly a hatchin g) there appear'd new Minifters to 


manage in the Houle of Commons, whoſe Reputations were 
as infamous as their Defigas were Black: Of this Number 


were Sir fFohn Bapget and Sir Henry Green; and of the ſame 
Stamp was Sir Fobhn Buſhy, who was made their Speaker: 
Theſe were the Men that manag d Buineſs: within the Houſe 


who vere well back'd by the Kings Archers without; Or elſe 


2 never wou'd have Voted, That any one that ſhou'd be convicted 
Ofp 


tpoſing the Kings Power and Reality, ſhou'd ſuffer 45. a Trai- 


tor. But the Power of the Guards and Archers, ſo prevail'd 
upon the terriiy'd Hou of Commons, chat they undid all 
that the Great Parliament that wrought Wonders had formerly 
done; and made thoſe the beſt Subjects that were then con- 
demn'd for Traitors: And condema'd thoſe that appear,e 


d 
chiefly 
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iefl Pits And tho the Earl of Nottingh4m,; to{whoſe Cu-: 
1 y the Duke of Glouceſter was committed, gave an Account 
that he was Dead, (that is, was murder'd ) yet ſuch was the 
fawning Zeal of this Parliament, that he muſt notwithftand- 
jog have the ſame Sentence pronounc'd againſt him, as the 
Earl of Arundel receiv'd upon his Tryal, who was beheaded af- 
ter it. As if by theirServile Flattery, they ſeem'd to be trou- 
bled that. the Duke's being already Myrther'd, preyented them | 
of their Deſign of murehering him themſelves. _.. Ae, v 

The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who among others was im- | 
peach'd( for being a Strenuous 1 of Publick Liberty, but 
called Treaſon ) by Sir Fobn Buſby their Speaker, in the Name 
of the Houſe of Commons, was Baniſh d. After which it 
was ordaia'd, that the Lords Spiritual and Temporal. ſhou'd * 
take their Oaths, That they wou'd ſtrictiy obſerve. all things 
that had been Enacted by this Parliament: And the Prelates 
ye [of thunder out their Sentences agaiaſt any that diſſented 
com them, R 

The Earl of Warwick was then Arraign' d; but ſhew'd not 
the Noble lad Clear Spirit of the Earl of Arundel, who in the 
midſt of his Tryal gave the Earl of Derby the Lye, (when he 
charg d him with Words ſpoken to him) and deſpis d any other 
way to ſave his Life, but by his own Innocency: Whereas on 
the contrary,” the Earl of Warwick, us d nothing but a trembling 

and fearful Submiſſion, throwing himſelf upon the King's Mer- 
cy ; and by that meaner way, preyented indeed the Sentence of 
Death; but cou'd not avoid that more Cruel one, of Perpetual 
Impriſonment  _ POET | | 
Thus the Deſigns of Arbitrary Power ſeem'd now to have 
obtain d a proſperous Effect; which might probably raile in the 
King a Confidence that he was in the full Poſſeſſion of Mens 
Lives and Fortunes,ſeeing what Haſte they made to meet their 
own Slavery; and there is no doubt but the Experiment, that 
Terror cou d ſo far prevail on the Minds of Men, and the cruet 
Succeſs of Force and Violence, furniſh'd thoſe new Upſtart Mi- 
nifters with Arguments ſufficient im in the King's eaſſe 
Mind that Treacherous Opinion, That he was more ſafe by 
Cruelty, than gentle Means; and far better ſecur d by Bear 
than Love. Nor indeed were other Counſels to be expected 
from ſuch Men, equally low and mean in their Minds and Ex- 
tractions; who were more Greedy from Poverty, and Ambi - 
tious from Pride; neither by their Minds nor Fortunes endu d 
with Principles of Honour. Power was their Juſtice, Violence 
their Prudence, and Opportunity their Providence. 4 

The King was now fully poſſeſs d that he was in a Condition 
to dilpoſe as he pleas d of thoſe that durſt diſlike his Actions; 
and that his Will might now become the Law. But the pri 
ſent Proſpect of things too often deceives thoſe that are villing: 
td believe the Whiſpers of their own znclinations 3 Who becauſe 
hey fee nothing at preſent ſrinzing up, forget that the Roots 
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grow undiſcern'd : For the King thinking every Cloud diſpersd, 
rer thoſe Fatal Ways that Miſtaken Flattery cou d guide 

him in. | | | 

But ſee the Uncertainty of Humane Glory! The King ha. 
viog finiſt'4 the great Work of his Uſurpation on the Laws 
and Liberties of his People, an unexpected Blow from that in- 
-viſible Hand that turns about the great Wheel of Cauſes, broke 
the whole Frame of his Projection in pieces; and inſtead of 
making himſelf an abſolute Prince, he was ablolutely depriv'd 
both of his Crown, his Kingdom, and his Life to boat: And 
an unforeſeen Particular Accident made way for a General Re 
voluticn. Some write, (tho” I believe them in the Wrong) 
that the Duke of Hereford accus'd the Duke of Norfalk of Words 


ſpoken to the Diſhonour of the King: But it is much more pro. 


bable to believe (the Circumſtances of thoſe great Men in rela. 
tion to the Court conſider'd) that the thing was thus: The 
Duke of Htreford one Day diſcourſing with the Duke of Nr. 
folk, complain d how much the King was miſguided by mean 
and baſe Ccunſellours; ſuch as ſought their own Private Inte- 
reſt, and not the Publick Good; and fear d, that the King fol - 


lowing ſuch Counſels, wou'd fo loſe the Hearts of his People, 


that it — 9 prove Dangerous to him: Aſſuring him, that no 
private Diſpleaſure nod him to ſay this, but meerly his Loye 
to his King and Country; and therefore deſir d the Duke, be- 
jag one of che King's Cabinet Counſel, to lay theſe things de- 
fore him, which might be of ill Conſequcnce, if continu'd, 
The Duke of Nfot ſcem'd not to diſlike what had been ſaid, 
but ſo repreſented it to the King, ttat he turn'd it rather to 
an Accuſation than Coun'el, having ſecret Malice in his Heart. 
The King cou'd not endure to hear unpleaſant Truths; and 
looking then upon himſelf as above all Controul from any one; 
did therefore ſo reſent this Boldneſs of the Duke of Heref ru, 
that he ſummon'd him to anſwer it before the Council: Where 
the Duke of Norfolþ confirm'd his Information, which was de- 
. ny'd by the Duke of Hereford ; who yet own'd all he had ſaid, 
and ſhew'd after what manner it was ſpoken. But the Duke of 
Norfolk e the Accuſation, the Combate was de- 
manded, and conlſented to, and the Day appointed by the 
King ; which being come, both Uukes appear d Arm'd: And 
being juſt ready to Engage, they were ſtopp'd by the King, 
and Baniſhment pronounc'd againſt them both; the Duke of 
Norfolk, who brought theſe Matters upon the Publick Stage, 
qy d ſeon aſter at Venice: Having enjoy d no ſuch Benefit as it is 
to be preſum'd he expected, from thoſe precipitate Violences 
Wich be engag'd himſelf in. The Duke of Hereford went 
over” to Calice, and from thence to the French King's Court; 
where he had not been long, before his Father, ohn of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaſter, died; by which means Henry Duke of He- 
_r#ford became Duke of Lancaſter: But he being then. in Exile, 
che king, in his deceiv'd Opinion of Power and Security, 


e 


act d 


i RICHARD theSecond., 99 
ated by the moſt probable Means to ſhake both; ſeiziog all 
the Duke's new deſcended Eſtate into his own Hands; and en- 
deavour'd to make his Baniſhment perpetual. No Motive 
from right Reaſon cou'd urge the King to ſich an imprudenc 
tInjuſtice : For he hereby enrag'd a Perſon that cou'd only be a 
Contiderable Enemy: His Popularity gave him an Intereſt in 
power; and his Deſcent from a King, the Pretence to uſe it. 


Whilſt the King giving up himſelf unto Effeminicy and Lux- 


ury, depreſsd all Pecſons of either Courage or Honour: 80 
that a Valiant Man was - counted dangerous, and a Wiſe Man 
mutinous : And every one ſaw twas eaſier to proſper by fol- 
lowing their Prince's Humour, than to purſue bis Intereſt and 


Honour. And at this time, without any Publick Oecaſion, 


ſtrange and unheard-of Ways were made uſe of to lery Mo- 
ney ; Commiſſioners were ſens to all Sheriffs and r 
decla ing the King's Hizh Diſpleaſure for the KinIneſs. they. te- 
Rify'd to the D xe of G lo ceſter, and the Fark of Arundel and Fare 
wich: And for this Affection ſhew'd to the King's Enemies, the 
pardons were to be ohtain d by heavy Fines, or other Taxes laid 
wan them. The Commons were bound, by new invented 
Oaths, to perform what they engag'd to, and Blank, Charters 
Cad and Deliver'd to the King's Ule, whereby their Liber- 
ties might be as well taken away, as their Properties had been. 
By ſuch Counſels as th: ſe, the Subjects were turn d to Slaves; 
who therefore only waited for the firſt Opportunity to ſhake 
off their Fetters: The King in the mean time believing he 


govern'd moſt, when he had none to govern : For Slaves are 


hot in the Buſineſs of Mankind; their Thoughts are only fix d 
upon Revenge and Freedom. Wis 8 
"The firſt-Occati-n that prov'd what I have (aid. to be true; 
was a Rebellion that broke out in ſrelanl; the Opportunity ot 
which Diverſion favour' d the Earl of Northumberland ro gather 
Forces in the North. And others of the Nobility. and People, 
weary of their Oppreſſiions reſolv'd (whilſt the King was in 


elan i, to ſuppreſs that Rebellion) to attempt ſome Relief; 


and fix d upon the Duke of Hereford as the proper Inftrumeac 
to act by: The King's going about to make his 3anjijhmenr: 
Perpetual, being thus made the Cauſe of that Miſchief which 
he Hefen d to preyent by it. The Duke now became the Cen- 
tre to which all other Diſcontents tended; to whom re- 
ſorted many of his former Friends, and others whom their 
late Oppreſſions had now made ſo. r 
Among theſe, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury was the Chief; 
who in a Speech to the Duke of H:reford, laid open their Grie- 
vances and Deſires; ſumming up all the Miſchiefs and Misfor- 
tunes of an unſteady Government; how Contemptible we. were 
made Ahroad, an1 ho heavily Oppreſsd ar Home; moſt ot 
the Nobility belag deſtroy , and the whole Commonalry.wa- 
ſted: Concluding with earneſtiy imploring the Duke to pity 
the Oppreſſion of his Countrey, aad to Encourage thoſe why 
H 4 4s 
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were ready ro redeem themſelves from Slavery under his Auſyy 
cious Valour and Conduct. 

The Duke of Lancaſter needed not the Force of Eloquence to 
perſwade him: The Loſs of his Unkle, his own Baniſhment, and 
the Impriſonment of his Children, together with the King's 
late unjuſt Seizure of his Dutchy of Lancaſter, were too Power. 
ful Motives not to let him make uſe of any Opportunity he 
ccu'd lay hold on to Revenge all his Wrongs. And what cout 
excite him more, than by one way at once to gratifie both his 
Ambition and Revenge ? | 

"The Duke having revolv'd in his Mind what the Archbiſhop 
had ſaid, and conſider d theTendency of the Peoples Affections to 
a Change, being weary'd with Oppreſſion; he at laſt reſolvd 
to land with a {mall Force in Tork ſhire ; giving out, That he 
came only to recover his Inheritance; and quickly found hi 
utmoſt Expectatlons anſwer d. Many of the Nobility came 
in to him; ſo that bis ſmall Troop vas preſently increas'd in» 
to an Army: Ard the Multitudes that in all Places appear'd in 
his Cauſe, ſhew'd what Foundations a Tyrant had laid for his 
own Ruine; by depending on thoſe little Accidents that gave 
him an N to uſe an unjuſt and ſhort+liv'd Power, 

The Duke finding every thing ſucceſstul, even beyond his 
Hopes, purſu'd that Fortune which ſo proſperouſly invited him, 
and haſted with His ſtill-increaſing Forces to London; where he 
found a Reception ſuitable to the Joy that diſcontented People 
ſhew in Alterations! He was receiv'd in Triumph, without Vi- 
Qtory, and with all the Teſtimonies of Zeal and Duty which 
FlatteringCrowds cou d pay their LawfulSovereign:Pageants and 
Rich Preſents entertain'd him; and all the extravagant Praiſes 
that cou'd be invented; and as many contumelious Reproaches 
exery where*heap'd upon their late King: All Teſtimonies of 
- Allegiance ſeem'd"'loft ; the madeſt Mask was taken off, and 
War preclaim'd againſt King Richard an hisAdberents. 

The Duke of Tork,, in the mean time, try d to raiſe Forces; 
but found a general Refolution in all People not to be Enemies 
to the Duke of Lancaſler. The Favourites, that were active 

and bold in Proſperity, ſhew'd, that neither their Skill nor their 

Duty was to ſtruggle with Difficulties ; nor had tliey either lu- 
tereſt or Reputation, if they had attempted it: They were al 
ways a dead Weight upon their Prince; and, like the Nature 
of it, hung heavieſt upon weak Conditions. Buſhey and Green 
were purſu d to Briſto}, and there taken; a fatal] Place to haſty 
Favourites: Baygot eſcap'd into Ireland, and ſav'd himſelf fron 
ng Execution; but the Lord Scroop (Lord Treaſurer ) with 

uſhey and Green, that were taken, loft their Heads. | 

King Richard was at this Time in eJand, (as we have fail 
before) where the News came to him of the Duke's Landing 
in Brgland, and his ſucceſsful Proceedings. | The News in- 
exe as d by carrying, and every Circumſtance grew inlarg'd : S0 


that it appear'd che blackeſt and moſt portentous Storm that 
ABT . | (ver 
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ever gather d in the full Sun-ſhine of a Prince; which yet his 
Favourites aſſur d him cou'd be ſubje& to no Eclipſe. But the 
Contrary appear d to this unfortunate King, who was then en- 
gag d in Troubles in Ire land; and thinking Wu the beſt way was 
to make amends for one Injury, by committing a greater, he 
impriſons the Sons of the Duke of Lancaſter, and late Duke of 
Glouceſter, in Trim-Caſile; and took with him the Dukes of 
"Surrey, Aumarle, and Exeter, · with the Biſhops of London, Lin- 
coln; and Carliſle, > 246 
Ihe Earl of Salisbury was ſent before to raiſe an Army in 
Coruwal; in which he ſucceeded, tho to ne Purpoſe; for the 
King failing to come within the Time he promi-'d, they were 
thereby diſcourag'd, and fo disbanded; and went home again. 
Scon after this, the King landed in Wales, where finding how 
the Stream was turn'd againft him, he perceiv'd too ſoon he 
had ftaid too late: For every Place of Strength ſubmitting to 
the Duke of Lancaſter, he knew not what Courſe to ſteer, but 
wander d to Conw.zy-Cafile 5 where the Earl of Worceſter, Stew- 
ard of the King's Houſhold, ( as if now he had found a fitting 
Opportunity to be even with the King for Proclaiming his Bro- 
ther, the Earl of Northunberland, a Traitor) broke his Staff of 
Office openly, and then went avowedly to the Duke. So that 
now King Richard had Time, as well as Reaſon, to reflect upon 
thoſe dangerous Paths he had been treading in; and might eaſi- 
ly be convitc'd, that the juſt Limits within a Nation's Conſti- 
tution, are much more Safe, as well as Glorious. 

But King Richard had fo accuſtom'd himſelf to precipitate 
and indirect Counſels, that they were become Natuial to him 
and therefore it was that he pull'd down upon himſelf, with 
his own Hands, that Ruine and Deſtruction, which had other- 
wiſe not fallen ſo ſuddenly upon him: And one way by which 
he did this, was his diſcharging his Army, rather than bravely 
uſing of them; as if he believ'd it impoſſible to recover Power 
Now, fince he had us'd it fo ill Before. 

The next thing he ſhou'd have done, (when he perceiv'd it 
was impoſſihle to ſtem the preſent Stream ) ſhould have been to 
have retir'd till a better Occaſion offer d: For he that gains 
Time, gains all: And therefore that Man was without doubt 
in tte right of it, who being condemn'd in a Capital Caſe, of. 
fer'd (If his Life might be ſav'd) in Seven Years time to 
make the King's Lyon {peak as good Engliſh as any of the King's 
Courtiers, or elſe he wou'd be willing to ſuffer whatever Death 
ſhould be inflicted upon him; which Terms were- accepted: 
Upon which, a Friend of the Condemn'd Gentleman, who had 
heard of his Extravagant Propoſal, went to him, and ask d 
him, If he knew what he had done? rec, very well, ſays the 
Condemn d Perſon, very wel; for I have gotten Time, and in that 
I have got all: For if in Seven Tears time, neither the King dies, 
vor I die, I am reſolv'd the Lien ſhall die; and either of Noſe Three 
- «quits'me, \ Juft ſo *twas in this Caſe}, had Richard but with - 
SRI] H 3 drew 
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drew himſelf for a time, till the ſirſt Ferment of the People 


* 


* 


was over , 1 perhaps have hop d as much as the Duke 
of Lancaſſer then tound. „ >, 

But, alas! how wretched a thing is it, to have the Guilt of 
all thoſe Black nefandous Crimes he had been guilty. of, through- 
out the whole Courſe of his Reign; at once ſtaring bim in the 


Face ! To ſee his Unkle Olauceſter s pale meager Ghoſt upbraid, . 


ing him with a maſt foul and moſt. unnatural Murder ; commit- 
red at a time when he was enterrain'd by him with alt the Lore 


ndnd Duty that a kind hoſpitable Kin{man cou'd expreſs! No 


doubt the Guilt of this, and many other bare-fac'd and aggrar 
vated Murders, lay on King Kuhard with fo great, a Weight, as 
muſt needs. diſcompoſe his Mind, and make him ' unreſoly'd 
what Courſe to take. | 

Whilſt King R&bar4 was thus heſitating about what he ſhou'd 
do, the Duke of Laxaſter ſent: the Earl of Nor: bumberland to 
allure him of his Faith and Homage, upon Condition he wou'd 
call a Free Parliament, and there permit Juſtice to be done un- 
to him: And here Fortune ſeem'd to give him one Stand 
more; which if he had made uſe of, he might have probably 
recover d himſelf, But this was but (as the wiſeſt of Kings 
has phras dit) like 4 Price put into the Hands of a Fool, that had 
no H*art,touſe it; for inſtead of ſending back an Anſwer wor- 
thy the Dignitv of a king, be did what was indeed unworthy 
of a Private Man, begging of the Earl to interpoſe with the 
Duke for him, that he might only have an Honourable Al. 
-Jowance to lead a Private Life ; Thus Depoſing himſelf unex- 
pectedly, before the Duke cou'd: have the Time and Opportu. 
nity, tho' perhaps he might have the Thou, ht, to do it pti- 
VAitcely. : . | | Te 

This-rapid Motion of the King towards his own Deſtruction, 
did not a little ſurp ie the Duke, who when he heard it, was 
jea ous of ſome double. dealing; and therefore, when he met 
the King at Flim-f aſtle, he ſeem'd to pay him all the Reve 
rence due to a King, treating him with all imagi nable Reſpect, 
till they arriv'd at London; telling the King, he only ated 
uhat be had done, for the Retormation of? the Government, 
an1 for the Kecovery of his Eftate and Poſſeſſions. 

When .they were come to London, under Pretence of Secu- 
ring the Perſon of the King from the Iaſults of the Mob, he 
lodg'd him in the Tower, where he made him the Inſtrument 
of his own Deſtruction, by calling a Parliament, that had no 
Nen Buſigeſs but to arraign his Goverment and impeach 
The Duke of Tor, that had been intruſted with the Go- 
vernment, during the King's Abſence in Ireland, had play d his 
Cards. ſo well, that he. wasche become the Duke of La. 
caſters Chief Counſcllorij ad viſing ſuch things againſt the Ol 
ing, as might. moſt caufim the Duke in che Opinion of his 
New Loyalty: For he advigd, that King Richard ſhould 2 
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preſs d to a, Reſignation; and that he ſhould, be ſolemnly De- 
pos d. This Advice was preſently purſu'd, and the King 
ſeem'd as readily. to yield, as the Duke did ambitiouſly de- 
fire it. This Reſignation was ſolemnly made the Day before 
the Meeting of the Parliament: And jet that Parliament was 
to fit, tho' the King was to be no longer a King, in whoſe 
Name it was call'd. This was certainly a wrong Step; for if 
there was any V irtue in the Reſignation, the Parliament muſt 
have been Diſſolv'd by Conſequence : But the Stateſmen of 
that Age took no notice of it: and the Proverb. tell; us, A Blot 
1 m Blot, till vu bit. For as King Richards Condutt was diffe- 
rent from all the Methods of Law and Right; ſo, tlie 
haſty flattering Zeal that was now to be ſhewn to the Duke of 
Lancaſter, purſu'd its violent Courſe through all the Obſtacles 
of Law and Juftice. ' | . 

There were ſeveral Perſons commiſſion'd to receive his Re- 
ſignation ; among whom were Lords, Clergy-men, and Law- 
yers: Of the latter ſort, were the two Chief Juſtices, Ther- 
aiage and Markham. Theſe Commiſhoners being formally AE 
ſembled in the Tower, King Richard was brought out in all the 
Kingly Ornaments, that he might have ſome Enſigns of Glory 
formally to reſign. In this Condition he was placd in a Chair 
of State, in this laſt Moment of his Royalty appeariig moſt 
like a King; ſhewing no Diſorder of Mind in this great and 
unprefidented Action of his Life: Telling the Commiſſioners, 
with the greateſt Calmnels, in this rather Hurricane, than 
Storm of, Fortune, That he came to acknowledge thoſe Errors tbat 
bis Touth had made ill Coumellors capable of imprinting in bim; and 
that be was only troubled that be had not Time allow'd to rep tir thoſe 
Injwies he had done the Nation; knowing now, from 4 clear Sight, 
thar be wus both willing and capable of performing ſo baphy an As 
Aion : For tho be once was perſwaded he was fbor ar through his 
wounded Miniſters ; yes te now ſaw that tas from them be recetv d 
bis Wounds : Concluding, That be rather cboſe the Lofing of 4 Ning- 
am, than to Engage it in Blood and Confuſion ; Deſiring only 10 Ex- 
jn that Peace which he bad merized in Preſ*rving it for others : | 
And that be was as willing to reſign bis Crawn to the Duke of 
2 „ & he perceiv'd they were willing to receive it from 


N. | , * * . 
After this, he read the Tnftrument that was prepar'd for 
him, and made two Biſhops his Attorneys, to declare that his 
Reſignation in Parliament: Which was done the Day after, 
and accepted by the Lords and Commons; who yet thooght 
fit to juſtifie this Reſignation of the King, by a heavy Charge, 

in the following Articles exhibited again him. | 
Mm 


I. Imprimis, Tbbat he would not permit the ſaid Duke of He 
thing ie King's Government ) 10 fight the Combate 227% 
g H 4 _—_— 


ford (bo was ſo much wronged. for bir good Advice an © 
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falſh-accuſing Thomas Mowbray Duke of Norfolk, and yet bau 
bim wijufily for Six Years, © © © © ky: 
II. Item, Tbat albeit under the Great Seal of bit Kingdom he 
had Licenſei the ſaid Duke of Hereford, at bis Departure ou; 1 
England, to make bis Attorney to proceed for him in his Cauſes of 
Law ; yet (being gone) the King would not permit any Man to deal 
| for him in his Abſence. | 
III. Item, That very uncharitably be prohibited all his Nobility, 
all others, to be Suitors unto him for the ſaid Duke of Here 
ord's Keture from his unjuſt Baniſhment, upon the Forfeiture of thei 
Lives and Goods. | 
IV. Item, ' That after the Death of John of Gaunt, the Nixe 
Vue, Father to the ſaid Duke, and Duke of Lancaſter, he bad 
wrongfully ſeized imo his Hands all bis Moveables whatſoever, and 
bad divided and ſhared them among bis graceleſs and wicked Counſel. 
Joys ; and had alſo ( by like Injuſtice ) ſetzed all the Poſſeſions of the 
Jeid Dutchy of Lancafter, ( which rightfully did belong to the ſuit 
78 of Hereford ) into his own Hands, and kept the Profits there. 
to his own uſe, | 5 ' 
V. Item, la colourably, a5 a good Friend to Thomas Arundel 
- Archbiſhop of Canterbury, (who was falſly accuſed of | High Treaſon 
to the Xing, as be ſate next to bim in the Higher Houſe of Parlia- 
ment ) be perſwaded the Archbiſhop to make no Anſwer at all in De. 
Jence of the ſaid Accuſation, nor repair any more to the ſame Houſe ; 
proteſimg, neither the ſaid Accuſation, nor bis Silence, nor his 
Abſence, ſhonld be hurtful or prejudicial unto him, and yet baniſhed | 
him out of the Realm, not having examined the ſazd ſurmiſed Iren. 
71. Ohh i \ 
VI. Item, That whereas his Chancellor kad refuſed ( in an un- 
Juf Matter) to gow 4 Probibition under the Great Sedl'of Eng- 
land; the Xing himſelf, to pervert the due Courſe of Fuſtice and «| 
Kight, granted the ſaid Probibition under his Privy-Seal, and ſtreight- 
by required that it ſhould be executed and obeyed. | | 
VII. Item, That moſt unnaturally and cruelly he had procured Tho- 
mas Mowbray to ſmother to Death, b:twixt two Feather · beds, the 
King's moſt Noble and Renowned Unkle Thomas of Woodſtock, 
Duke of Glouceſter, "when wrong fully, and without any yood Cauſe, 
he was 4 Priſoner at Callice; and afterwards dignified the ſaid Mur- 
derer, firſt, with the Earldom of Nottingham, ben with the Of- 
Ace of the Marſhal-General of England; and Vaſt of all, made bin 
Duke of Norfolk, be being alꝛagether umwerthy of ſo great Ho. 


Nou. 1 

VIII. Item, That the King, to further bis laſt Expedition for 
Ireland, without Law, and Slate took from the Clerey, 
and many Religious Houſes, great Store of Money, Plate, ꝓewell, 
and Rich Ornaments, not having the Owners Conſent ſo to do. 
IX. Item, That in the jame Fowney, without the Approbation of 
bis Council of State, be carried with him into Ireland the Plate and 
Rich Jewels belonging to the Crown, which might have tended to the 


X. Item, 
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X. Item, That in every Shire he had Jerret gencers, Wyo! 
whoſe bare Information that any Man bad repined at King's bad 
Government, the Party pb accuſed (without Examination or Trial) 
wis enforced to procure bis Pardon by the Payment of a grievous 
Fine. 5 2 | | a F , | | 
XI. Item, * 15 the lewd . = wicked her paid be 
had deviſed many ſubtile and crafty Oaths, by means whereof 
his boneſt Subjects bad been — a 2 7 
XII. Item, That by the like Advice and Counſel be had procured 
Ruffians and deſperate Companions 10 accuſe Rich (but Weak ) Men 
of ſundry falſiy ſuppoſed Crimes, and EPS ences, and by 
means | thereof — them to redeem Combate with mach ; 


oney. | * I 

XIII. Item, That he gave large Gifts unto-wicked and lend Com- 
panions, who maliciouſly ( 10 advance their own Eflates ) animated 
him againſt divers of bis Barons, who only defired-a. good Refirmation 
of his evil Government; and in poſed divers Taxes upon his People, 
to enrich them, k MA VT 

XIV. Item, That he bad procured ſuch Records 10 be cancelled and 
oy vw 0 bo —_ bis Extortions, and bis Cppreſſions unjuſtly im- | 

ed upon hi People, | 5 b e We 

XV. Item, That he had oftentimes ſaid, That the Laws of bis 

Kingdom were in bis own Breaft ; and that (up this Opinion) be _ 
had put to Death many of his Noblemen, and ſome of bis inferior | 
Subjefs, without juſt Cauſe, | © ant 

XVI. Item, That moſt of bis Writings and Letters unto Foreign 
Princes and Efl ates were. ſo crafty, ambiguous, doubt ful, and uncer- 1 
tein, that they could wt rely confidently -upon any thing which he had | 
written. ; 14 2 * | * v5? 8 

XVII. Item, That in his Parliament holden: in the One and twen- 
tieth Tear of bis Reign, his Cheſhire Guard ( who only werf 'permt- 
ted and ſufſered to wear Weapons) committed many Robberies and 
Murders, and yet none of them was puniſhed or reproved for the 


| Eſtate and Soveraigmy, . by entitling himſelf Prince of Cheſhire. _ 

| Ph Parliament ſundry great Lords 
intended liberally and dutifully to have ſpoken-of- ſuch things. as more 
not well ordered, to the end they might have been reformed ; the X ing 
in ſuch ſort threatn:d them, that for fear of enſuing Dangers, they 
beld themſelves filent, and (pake not as all. | 

XX. Item, That be exaited great Fines from the Wealtbieft of bis 

| Subjes, for«adbering to the Barons, notwithſſanding that in full 

| Parliament he bad befo e granted them his free Pardon. 

XXI. Item, That by bimſelf and bis own Authority, he bad diſ- 
placed ſeveral Burgeſſes of Parliament, and had placed ſuch other in 
their rooms 4s —— better fit and ſerve bis own Turn. 

XXII. Item, That contrary to his Solemn Oath-and Inſirument in 
writing, under the Great Seal of bis Kingdom, he bad no only hy 
„ 


— 
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Jowed the Commiſſim granted in tbe ſame Parliament 10 the Thirteen 
Lords ,. 19. enquire of. and to reform the great Abuſes, and the appa- 
reut Miſgovernment of the\ Commonwealth; but allo had exiled, be. 
beaded, and otherwiſe executed, divers Noblemen, and others, who 
for the King's Homur, and for the Safety and Welfare of the Com- 
menweatth, had procured the ſaid Commiſſion, or bad executed the 
Jos. Authority according 10 the Truſt and Confidence in them re. 


ER. | | 
XXIII. Item, That: whereas be bad cauſed certain Laws in the 
Same Parliament to be made ſor his own Gain, and to ſerve bis own 
Turn, he procured the Pope's Bull to curſe ſuch as ſhould withſtand or 
diſobey them; which thing greatly tended to the Derogation of bis 
Crown, and was done expreſiy againſt bis own Law made againſt 
5 Authoriiy of the Pope within this Realm, but Seven Tears 

ore. | £67 
XXIV. Item, That be bad diſplaced lawſul and good S heriftt, 
and bad elected others, whom he ſuffered to continue and 80 bold the 
id Office two Tears. together, and more; becauſe their unjuſt Oppreſ- 
Pens augmented and encreaſed bis Gan. Io] 


Having thus brought him to the End of his Reign, tho! not 
of his Life, which he enjoy'd not long after; I ſhall conclude - 
his Secret Hiſtory with what an Anonymous Manuſcript, writ 
many Nears ago, ſays of him; which take in rotidem Verbis : 

* *Tis faid of this King, He ſpared neither the Dignity nor 
© the Life of any t hat croſs d his Pleaſure; ſpared neither leud 
«< Example, not vile Action, to follow cruel Counſel: A Man 
<< plung d in Pleaſure and Sloth : In his Private Councils wou'd 
* aiter whatſoever the Parliament had ſettled; neglects his Debts; 
* Prodigal to Strangers; deſtroys the Nobility : And (ſays be) 
< for his Hypocrifie, Cruelty, Perjury and Tyranny, is Depoſed, 
<« and afterwards murder'd at Pomfret-Gaftie, Of which; more 
in the next Reign. F a 
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King HEN RT the Fourth. 


F1NG, HEN RY-the Fourth, began bis, Reign the 2.91h of 
September, 1399. He was the, Darling. of the People, and 
cue way 4 Compleat Prince: Yet having 4 Flaw in bis Tis. 
re, Eu Reign was uncaſie, and full of Diſturbance. _ He wasGrown'd. 
a Weſtminſter by Thomas Arundel, Archbiſhop of Canterbury; 
and was ſcarce warm in bis Seat, before. the Dukes of Exeter, 
Aumarle, and Surrey, with the Earis of Glouceſter and Salisbury, 
Conſpir;d ro till him, and reſtore King Richard again to the Throne, 
but their Plot was diſcovered: before it was ripe, and they thereby loft. 
Peir Heads. Soon after which, King Richard mas murder'd. at. 
Pomfrer-Caftle ; and bit Corps being brought up to London, was. 

publickly exp:ſed to View in St. Paul's Church, that the People might. 

be aſſur'd be was dead. Soon after King Richard's Murder, Geoite- 

ry Chaucer, and John Cower, (tbe two. Printer of Old. Engliſh 

Poets ) died. All thoſe, Noblemen, who eitber favaur'd King Ri- 

chard, or were raiſed. by bim, were degraded, diſinberited, of put; 

out of tbe, King's Favour. The French in Acquitain begin #0. repel. 

againſt King Henry, but are pacified by Thomas Plercy; Earl of. 

Worceſter, The Welſh rebel, under the Command. of their Cap. 

tain, Owen Glendowre ; 10 /uppreſs whom, the King went hither. 

in Perſon, and quieted them, ibo nos. without Loſs and. Danger. In 

Anno 1423, the terrible Bazrel of Shrewsbury was fought » 

the, King and the Earl of Worczter, the Earl. Dowglals, the Lord, 

Henry Piercy, (alias. Hetſpur ) and others ; where, after a blogdy, 0 _ 
Bauel, Piercy , was: ſlain, buried, taken up again, and quarter d; a 
the Earl of Worceſter was beheaded, Dowglaſs taten, and the, 1 
King viforiou. Owen Glendowre agi raiſeth #ars in Wales, 2 
and invades the Marches of England. A Caumerſeit Ling Richard 

is ſet up, wich gives King Henry much Trouble. 140 Sb.pt came 
out of France, and arrived at Milford: Hagen, to the Aid Oeẽjerr 
Glendour. The. Keri of Northumbecland, and the. Lord Bar- . 
lolph,reling, wow het ll 
Henry's. Peace always interrupted, and bis Reign attended 1 K 
 Comtnugl Troubles, And baving Reigned r if 


. 
* 
— 


108 | The True Secret Hiſtory of \ 


© end three Days, be ended bis Reign the 20th of March, 1412, lee. 


ing behind- bim four Sons, and tro Daughters, and was Royull 
Tizerred in Canterbury. Thus far his General Hiftory. Y 


His Secret Hiſtory (eſpecially with reſpect to his Coming 
to the Crown ) is a Secret to this Day: For however juſtly 
King Richard was Depos'd, for his Notorious Secret PraQtiſes of 
Undermining and Endeavouring to deftroy the Conſtitution of 
the Government; yet by what Right Henny Duke of Lancaſter 
aſcended the Throne, is yet a Secret to every Mortal: But 
what his Pretences were, we ſhal) ſhew you by and by. 

The Looſe and Diſorderly Reign of King Richard had given 
ſufficient Ground for his Depoſition + which Action (as I have 
ſaid in that Prince's Reign) was farther 7 by Twenty 
four Articles drawn up againſt him; one of which was, That all 
Law lay in bis own Head and Breaft, Theſe Articles were own'd 
by the Lords and Commons to be ſo notorious, that they needed 
no farther Examination, or Proot, and were ſufficient for the 


Hopes, thought now it was high time to ſtrike while the Tron 


was hot: And therefore, that he might juſtifie the Old Pro- 


Seat in Parliament, with theſe Words: ( Croffing himſelf with 
great Shew of Devotion, the better to deceive.) In the Name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 'T Henry of Lancafter 


claim the Crown of England, as deſ ended by the right Line from 


Henry 10e Third. This Claim of the Duke of Lancaſter was 
certainly only made, that it might be ſaid he made a Claim: 


Which indeed was as well falſe, as far-fetch'd:For this Title was 


fetch d from Edmond, firnam'd Crook-back,' or Crouch-back, Eldeſt 
Son of Hemy the Third; and that for his Deformity he was 
put by the Succeſſion, and the Crown given to Edward the Firſt : 
And the Duke of Lancaſter was next of Blood by the Mother's 
ſide to this Edmond. This was the Duke's Pretended Title: 
But the Truth is, This Edmond was not the Firſt, but the Third 
Son of Henry, and not deform'd at all, but a brave Man both 
in Perſon and Mind, and called Croxch-back from his taking 
upon him the Croſs, or Voyage to the Holy-Land. But the 
next Heir then to the Crown, was Edmond Earl of 'March, Son 
ro Neger, who was formerly lain in Jreland; who ſeeing the 


Stream ſo violent againſt King Richard, wiſely retir'd, and 


liv'd with all imaginable Care and Prudence. 

And even the Parliament did not ſeem to proceed upon this 
| 83 Claim, to ſet the Crown upon the Duke of Lan» 

Aſter's Head; but by way of Election: For after the Arch- 
biſhop had finiſh'd hie Sermon, (which he preach'd on a Text 
chofen for the Purpoſe, viz. 1 Sam. 9. 17 Bebola the Man that 
Ippabe v0 the of; "this ſan ſha reign ora wy People,” * 
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being, always ready to lend a. Crutch to a lame Title) I fay» 
when the Archbiſhop had finiſh'd his Sermon, by which he had 

prepar'd 'em for what was to follow, he moy'd them to pro- 
ceed to the EleQion of a New King: And perceiving the 
were prepar'd for it, he demanded of them whom they wou 
chooſe for their King? And they anſwering nothing; Firſt 
be propounded the Duke of York: But they anſwer d, No. 
Then he p1opounded the Eldeft Son of the Duke of Aumarlez 
to which allo they anſwerd, No. Then be propos d his 
youngeſt Son; to which they made the ſame Anſwer, as they 
did allo to divers others, which he nam d, and they refus d: 
Ihen pauſing a little, he ask d if they wou'd have the Duke 
of Lancaſter for their King? To which, they gaye an Unani- 
mous Conſent : Which that they might the better expreſs, the 
Queſtion was Thrice put, and every time conſented to. Then 
the Archbiſhop went to the Duke, fell upon bis Knees, de- 
claring to him that he was choſen King: And then the 
Duke (not to be behind-hand with the Archbiſhop in Hum. 
lity) fell upon his Knees alſo, and declar'd his Conſent to ac- 
cept the Crown. | | S 
This Ceremony ( whatever was then deſign'd in it) does 
plainly ſhew that Right which can never be ſeparated from the - - _ 
Yeople. And was indeed the beſt and only Title that King | 
Henry had to the Crown; tho he made himſelf another kind _ 
of Title: For on the Day of his Coronation, he cauſed'it go He 
oclaim'd, That he claimed the Crown of England; Firſt, R 
nqueſt: Secondly, Becauſe King Richard had refign'd h 
1 Eſtate to him, and defignd him for his Succeſſor ? And 
Laftly , Becauſe he was of the Blood-Royal, and next Heir 
Male to King Richard: Heres Malus, indeed! cryd Edmond 
Mortimer, Earl of March, to ſome of his familiar Friends; 4nd 
ſo is 4 Pyrate to 4 Merchant, when be takes from bim all he has 
But in this Title, that King Hewy had now form'd for mr | 
he makes no mention of his firſt Claim, as. being de tended 
from Edmond Crouch-bach, whom he there wou'd bave to be the 
- Uldeft Son of Henry the Third: For he knew the Truth of. 
that Matter was too well known to be believ'd. 3 
I have already obſerved, that in every Revolution the ſpe 
cious Pretence of Religion goes a great way in Cajoling the 
Multitude : This, King Henry was well enough aware of; and 
therefore began his Claim to the Crown, as if he had been ge- 
ing to Con jure, as one obſerves, with a In the Name of the Fa- 
cher, and of the Son, &c. And to carry the ſame Sham. on 3 
little further, he appointed the Day of his Coronation to be 
upon the very ſame Day on which the Lear before he had been 
baniſh'd; as if it had been the miracul6us'Contrivance of Di- 
vine Providence, to make his Innocence appear fo much the 
more Iltuftriouſly. And yet further to carry on the Cheat, 
he was alſo anointed with an Oyl, which (as *twas pretended ) 
was deliver'd to his Father, together viel ris Pr opheey, Ten 


fs e True Seertt Hir ß 
all*the Kings that erer their Chriſm from it, ſhould be Champions 
of the Church * Which coming by chance to the Hands of Eine 
Neburd, as he was going to Ireland, he would have been 
anointed therewich, had not the Archbichop of Canterbuyy 


diffiraded him from it, as not being lawful to be twice 


anointed. | | - 
But as there i3 no Day ſo clear, but has ſome Clouds; ſo 
's Profperous Fortune met with ſome Rubs; Of 
which, the firft was that bold Speech made by the Biſhop of 
Corlifte, who was indeed the only Man that wou'd not be per- 


ſwaded to ſwim down” the Stream with the reft of the Time» 
ferving Nobility : Wha took an Occaſion, from a Debate in 
| Parliament, about what ſhou'd be done with King Kichard, (tor 


as yet they had not taken away his Liſe, tho' they had taken 
away. his Crown) to expreis himſelf ſo warmly, with reſpect 
to the Complexion of thoſe Jugling Times, and the Tragſa- 
ions chen carrying on, that I cannot but think it a Relpect 
due to the 5770 Merit ot that Biſhop, as well as I-know 
tw ill be a Satisfaction to the Reader, to ſet down his Speech 
expreſly as he ſpake- it. | 


The Biſhop of Car liſle's Speech. 


TH E Matter now fare, is of marvelous Weight and Conſe- 
© quence; wherein there are Two Points chiefly to be conſilered: 
The Firſt, Whether Xing Richard be ſufficiently put out of bis Throne? 
The' Second, Whether the Duke of Lancafter be lawfully taken in ? 
For the Firſt, How can that be ſufficiently done, when there 4s no 


Peter ſufficient to tle it ? The Parliament cannot dv it, for the K 


is. Head of tbe Parliament : And can the Body pull down the Head 
You will ſay, But tte Head may bow' it ſelf down, and ſo may the 
King Refign. I is true : But of what Force is that which is done 


; ty Force? And who knows not that King Richatd's Reſignation wit 


9 other? | xt... anne 
But ſuppoſe be be 1awfully out, yet how comes the Dude of Lan- 
caſter eh uh * you ſay by Conqueſt, you ſpeak Treaſon: 
For what Conqueſt without Arms? And can 4 Subject take Arms 
&z4injt bis Lawful Sovereign, and not be Treaſon? If ſo, then who. 
ever Arms againſt bim ſucceſsfully, does it rightly : And what Hope 
is there of Peace at this rare? If you ſay, By Election of State 


\ you ſpeak not Reaſon ; For what Power bath the State to Elell, while. 


eny it Living that bath Right to ſucceed? But ſuch 4 Succeſſor is 
2 the Earl of Lnsafte, as de ſcended from Edmond Crouch - 


back, the Elder Son of Henry the 4 7 by the Crown for De- 
: 


fermity of Body For who knows not the Falſeneſs of this Allega+ 
tem? Seeing it is 4 thing Notorious, that netther was this Edmond 


tbe Eldeſt, nor yet Crook'd-back'd, (tho call d ſo for ſome 5 
| 0n 
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ſor) but of « goodly Perſnage, "and withont any Deſormity + And 


yuv ſelves cannot forget 4 Thing ſo lately done, who it 25 
was * that in the Fourth Tear of King Richard was de. * The Earl 
card by Parliament Heir of the C rowny in caſe King - of March, 
that Claim made good ? Becauſe that Inter Arma, filent Leges; 
what diſputing of Titles ugainſt the Stream of Power? But bo 


ever, it is Extream Tube, that King Richard ſbould be Con- - 


demned, without leing beard, or once allowed wo mate bis Defence: 
And what can we Subjefts expect, when our King 3s thu ah A? 
My Lords, I bave ſpoken.zhis at this time, that you may conſider of 


it before it is too late; For as get it is in your Power 10 unde that . 


Fuſtly, which you bave Anjuſtiy Done. 


Theſe laſt Words of the Biſhop expfeſt d a Zeal that ſeem'd 


to have ſomething of the ſame Effects with Lightning, which 
is ſaid to melt the Sora, without ſo much as ſinge ing 1 Scab- 
bard: For tho no body that heard him, appear d to be warm 
by what he ſaid, yet was there a ſecret Fire not into many of 
their Breaſts, that after it came to he _thorbwly kindled in their 
Conſciences, could not be extinguilt'd; no, not with. Blood ; 
infomach that they continud their Reſentments, not onl 
their own Lives, but entail'd the Quarrel upon their Poſteri- 
ties, for ſo long did this Fire lie ſmoaking, even till the Houſe 
of Clarence recover'd their Right in the Third Generation ak- 
ter, in the Perſon of King Edward the Fourth.  . * 2 
For all King Henry's being anointed with that Oy! which was 
to make him « Champion for the Church, jet I perceive the 


. 


Church-men were not very willing to truſt him; for the Biſhop _ 


of Cliſle. (as ue have heard) declar'd' againſt him in Par» 
liament; and there was another Church-man, that not only 
declared, but attually engaged againſt him; and this“was the 
Politick Abbot of Veſtminſter, a great Book-Stateſman, ho 
ſecretly invited ſeyeral of the Chief Nobility into a Combi- 
nation againſt King Henry, to take away his Life: And this he 
ſecretly thought wou'd be a piece of Service- to God and t 
Church: For it ſeems this long headed Abbot had heard E in 
. Henry, whilſt he was only Duke of Hereford, utter cert 


Words aga:nſt the Clergy, touching them in the moſt Ten- 


der Paint, wh: That of their Riches : For it ſeems he hap- 
pened to hear him ſay, That Princes bad too listle, and Clergy-men 
too much, Upon which the Abbot, calling the Duke's Words 
to Mind, after he was made King, concluded that Henry would 


be rather a Perſecutor than a Patron of the Church: Neither, it 


ems, was the Abbot only of this Opinion, but the Nation 
in general; for otherwiſe the Houſe of Commons would not 
( as they did afterwards) frame a Bill for Settling the Church- 


Lands on the Crown, as believing it would de an acceptable 


Oblation to him. 


This 


1 
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This ſeems to have been the Foundation of that Plot laif 


againſt him by the fore - mention d Biſhop, this Abbot, and 
Five. Temporal Lords; to wit, the Dukes of Exeter, Surry, and 
Albemarle, and the two Earls of Salisbury and Glouceſter, with 
many Knights and Gentlemen, their Friends. Theſe Lords 
were ſuch as had receiv'd ſome Diſguſt in che Parliament, tho 
by a Reconcilement and Pardon all things ſeem'd to be made 
up again. Theſe Lords and Gentlemen were by the Abbot 
4 had before "ſounded em, and knew how they ſtood af. 
ected) invited to his Houſe, and there highly feaſted. Af. 
ter Dinner they with-drew themſelves into a Secret Chamber, 
where the Duke of Extter, who em d very reſolute either to 

' feſtore, or to revenge the Cauſe of his Depoſed Brother, de- 
clared unto the reſt the Allegiance they had ſworn to King 
Richard ; the Honours and Preferments whereunto they had 
been advanc'd by him; and that therefore they were bound 
both in Conſcience and Gratitude to take his Part, and en- 
deayour to reftore him to that Royal Dignity of which King 
Henry had depriv'd him, contrary to his Allegiance, Joftice 
and Honour, and had inveſted himſelf therewith : That King 
Henn, by fo doing, had declar'd himſelf to be both a Tyrant 
and Uſurper, and that, as ſuch a one, it was lawful for any 
Man to take him out of the wav by whatever Mags bs cou'd; 
And the Examples of the beft-goyern'd Commonwealths did 
not only permit of ſuch Actions, and highly honoured. the 
Ad ors with Statues and Garlands, and the moſt honourable 
_ Titles of Nobility, but alſo with the Wealth of the ſuppreſ- 
ſed Tyrant. Then he alſo told them, That this Enterprize was 
noꝛ only neceſſary to them in particular, but would be alſo 
very profitable for the Common wealth, by extinguiſhing thoſe 
Wars which the Scott threaten'd, the French prepar'd, and the 
' Walſh had already begun, upon this Occaſion and Quarrel ; 
That he did not doubt but it might be accompliſh'd by open 
Force; but he thought it more ſure for them, and more ſafe 
for. the Commonwealth, rather to make uſe of ſome Secret 
Stratagetns: And to that purpdſe, he adviſed thzt a Solemn 
5 Tournament ſhorfl be held at Oxford, on the Chrifimas 
olidays, between him the ſaid Duke, and twenty on his Part, 
and the Earl of Salisbury, and twenty of his Part; to which 


King #ewy ſhould be invited; where coming Arm'd, (as the 


Faſhion was on ſuch Occaſions) he hop'd, as they were in the 
midſt of their Military Exerciſe, they might as eaſily ſurprize 
and take off the King, as the Roman Senate did Cæſar; and 
rag! King Richard be again reftor'd to his Liberty and Regal 
tate, Vy - N 
What the Duke had propounded, was approv'd and ap- 
plauded by the reſt of the Confederates; and every thing ſuc- 
ceeded to that degree, that nothing in any Humane Probability 
cou'd have pte vented the Execution : When the ſame Power 
- that had ſer Henry upon the Throne, protected him — | 
- again 
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| avainſt all their Machinations; diverting the Deſtiny upon 
themſelves by ſuch a ſtrange and unexpected Diſcovery, 'as 
plainly enough ſhews, that Secrecy in Treaſon ſignifies noble 
unleſs it cou d be hid from the All- ſeeing Eye of Providence: 
For the Duke of Albema le, in his way to Oxford; gaye a need- 
leſs Viſit to his Father the Duke of Tork; who Ning at the 
Table, chanc'd to eſpy ſomething like a Scrole or Parchment in 
his Son's Breaſt: Whereupon he demanded what it was? Up- 
on which, his Son, humbly begging his Pardon, told him, Ir 
no ways concern d him: By St. George, reply'd the Father, but 
I'l lie it; and ſo ſuddenly ſnatch'd it from him; and finding it 
to be a Counter · part of the Indenture of Confederacy, he or- 
dered his Horſes to be immediately made ready, with an In- 
tention to go to the King, then at Windſor, and diſcover the 
Plot to him. But Youth being more active than Age, the Son 
got thither before him; and being bimſelf the firſt Accuſer of 
himſelf, obtain d his Pardon before his Father cu d come and 
prove him Guilty. The reſt of the Lords, ſuſpecting, by his 
not keeping Time with them. that all was diſcover d, fly to 
Arms, and ſet up a Counterfeit N chard, whom they pretended. 
was the true one eſcap d out of Priſon, and ſo advanced to 
Windſor; where not finding the King, (for he diſtruſting his 
Cauſe, no leſs than his Power, had poſted before to London } 
they fell upon deſperate Courſes, which inftead of raking away 
King Henry's Life, ended in the Loſs of their own. And all 
their Affedion to King Richard, ſcrv'd only to haſten his un- 
happy Fate: For the Speech of the Biſhop of Carliſle, before- 
mention'd, and the late Deſign of theſe Lords againſt King 
Henry's Life, in which their great Motive ſeem'd to be the Re- 
ſtoring of King Richard, made King Henry very uneaſie, as 
thinking himſelf not ſafe while Richard was alive: And there- 
fore tis reported by ſome, That King Henry ſhou'd one Day, 
with a deep Sigh lament, That neither he, nor the Nation, bad 2 
Friend that would pull up that Root from whence Diſquiets and Re- 
bellions cou d only ſpring. | 5 
. Rithard having ( as we have heard before) reſign'd his So- 
veraign Power, began to find how much he was mittaken 
with the Hopes of enjoying that retir'd Peace which he ſeem d 
willing to exchange his Crown for. Fortune commonly makes 
haſte in the Proſperity or Adverſity of Princes: And there is a 
reaſonable Cauſe why neither ſhou'd be flow ; for the Minds of 
Men hurry them to aſſiſt the Succeſsful, and help to deftroy the 
Unfortunate,” being led more by Fear and Intereft, than Re- 
ſolution and Vertue. Which Truth appear'd in the Condition 
of this Unhappy King; who was firſt convey'd from the Tower 
of London  to-Leeds-Caſtle in Kent, and from thence to Pomfret- 
Caſtle in Torkſbire 5 where, for a while, there ſeem'd to be paid 
tim. ſome Reſpect in the manner of his Attendance : But, alas! 
this was only the Counterfeit Treating of the Shadow of a 
King: Which yet it ſeems, by King Henry's Words before - 
5 1 menrion'd, 
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mention d, made him uneaſie, who enjoy d the ſubſtantial 


Power. And therefore the Death of King Nhe d ſollou d 


quickly after. 5 b id 
There are divers Reports about King Kichard's Death; for 
ſome vrite, That upon the «ay of tne Defeat of thoſe thit 
role againſt Ring Hemy, he grew ſo diſconſolate, that he pin'd 
ay, and. fiary'd himſelt: Others affirm, That for Fi'rein 
Toh Nights be was. kept from all Suſtenance; and with 
the Afiftance of the Cold ( for it way in February ) ke was 
ſtarv'd to Death. Others write, That be had Feaſts tet before 


him, yet was not permitted to touch any thing: As if they 


defign'd to imitate the Fable of Iantalut. and aggtravate the 
Cruelty of his Starving. hut it ſeems a verv improtab'e thing 
that King Henry ſhou'd give ſuch unheard of Cruel Directions, 
5 by. ſuch Lingring Torments to take away the Life of a 

rince; when there was a Declaration of the Parliament, That 
e Life of Kiog Richard ſhould not be touched; which alſo 


King Henry agreed to. 


More probably it is, as bein atteſted by very good Autho- 
Titv, That ſome Words which fell from King Henry, gave a 
fuſicient Item co Sir Pierce Exton, to undertake the Death of 
King Richærd : (For no doubt but King #emy had a mind to 

ve it done, but did not care to be concern'd in the doing 

) And therefore a ſmall Hint, it ſcems, proy'd enough for 
Sir Pierce Exton, and Eight other Villains, to haften to Pomfrer; 
as if he fear d he ſhou'd be depriv'd of the Honour of the 
action. When. he acriv'd there, the Preface to tt e intended 


© Villany, was the Forbearance of that Ceremony of Tafting, 


that was uſually paid Aichard- as he ſate at Dinner: Who de- 
manding the Reaſon of that Omiſſion, he that us'd to perform 
it, anſwer d, That Sir Pierce Exton hat braught (uch Order frm 
King Henry: At which the King ſeemd fo much tranſported, 
that he truck at him, ſaying, The Devil zake Henry of I. ancaſter 
and thee together. Upon this, Sir Pierce, with his bloody Fob 


lowers, entered, and ſhut the Door after him: Which being 


perceiv'd by the King, he eaſily gueſs'd at their fatal Inten- 
tions, and ( ſeeming Jels ſurpriz d in this great and threat- 
ning Danger, than in all his former, tho' leffer Hazards ) he 
readily and boldly ſaatch'd a-Halberd, and with a Reſolution 
differing from ail his former Actions, flew Four of the Aſſaſſi- 
nates; and with continu'd and unwearied Bravery, fought with 
the reft, till the chief Villain, Exton, got upon a Chair be- 
Hind him, and with a Pole-Ax ſtruck him down : Where the 
unfortunate King ended all his Calamities, and left his Mur- 
derer to endure tuture Torments: For when he return d again, 


expecting great Preferments and Rewards, he found - himſelf 


deceiv'd, not only in the Hopes of an Addition of: Faveur, 
But in the Loſs of what he had: Whereupon he appear'd-at 


- firſt diſcontented ; and afterwards, poſſibly through a Senſe of 
| Fs borräf Guilt, tormented in his Conſcjenee; crying e, 
Ys | a 
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wich the utmoſt Rage and Horror, Thaz to Pleaſure One Un- 
ul and Infamous to all the World! And may all ſuch. Miniſters of 
Miſchief {till meet yith the ſame Reward. 
King, Henry now: being rid of King Richard, began to ſing 
Requiems of Peace to himſelf; ( if at leaſt the Guile of Ki 
Richerd's Blood wou d give him leave to do ſoz.) And to pleaſe 
the People, he redreſs d many Grievatices, which" were more 
groſs, and had not a direct Influence upon his Prerogative; And 
by thoſe common Popular Ads he fought to engage the Com. 
mon People to him; (acting indeed like one that had a con- 
tinval Senſe of his Guilt upon him.) And yet all this cou'd 


hankful Perſon, he had made both himſelf and bis Poſletity © Hate”. 
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not keep things quiet: For now the Welſh thought the State ſo 


much weaken'd by the Blood that had been lately ſhed of the 


Nobility, and others, that one (Glendowre, a private Gentleman 
among the #Welſb, but of more than ordinary Reputationamong 
em, being mov'd with the Senſe of a particular Crudge of his 
den, incited them to a General Defiance of all the 
Firſt ſetting upon the Lord Gray of Rubin, (who had lately re. 
tover'd certain Lands of him by Law) took him Priſoner, and 
repoſſeſſed himſelf of them agaiti, And after this, Storming 
the Caſtle of Wipmore, He teoł the great Earl of March-Priſon- 
er (Ss ws Heir ot the Crown, after the Death of King 
Ric 4 * ö & ; | | 
King Henry hearing that the Eart of Much was taken, 
(whom no doubt he had nideti rather had been (lain) caus d ĩt to 


be reported abroad, that it was done with his own Conenty 
and thereupon refus'd to redeem him: But the Truth is, the 


very Preſence of that Prince, who was now the True Heir 


the Crown, was a tacit upbraiding of King Henty with his u- 


ſurpatioi. But the King's refuſing to redeem the .Eart of 
March, ſo incens d Hem y, firnamed Hot ſpur, Son of the firſt 
Earl of Northumberland, of the Family of the Piercy's, who had 
married his Daugh.er ; that he, together with his Unkle the 
Earl of Worceſter, went over to Glendowre ; and entering into 
a Tripartite League with him, agreed to depoſe the Depaſer, 
and divide the whole Ringdom hetwixt them. By which Divi- 
fion, they had allotrel Wales, (that is, all the Land beyond 
Severn Weſtward) to be the Principality of Glend wre: The 
Countrezs from Trent, Northward, was to be the Lot of the 
Piercies ; in Memory whereof, the ſame being in the Geogra- 


ical Form of a Half Moon, they have ſince given the Creſcent 
their Cognizance. All the reſt, betwixt Severn and Trent, 
kaſtward and Southward; was conlign'd to Mortimer, as his 


Portion. The Agreement thus male, they found the beſt way 

to deal with King Henry, was to do by him as he had done by 

King Richard 5 which was, to make him appear odious to the 

* 77 to this End, they draw up Articles againſt him ; 
e 

Het and Kyights of Parliament 10 be Induly choſen: Which being 

| 12 etre 


rt Article was, That be had by bis Letters procured Bat- . 


liſh; 


8 
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5 one of the Arrows out of his own Quiyer, with which he had | 
| - wourided/King Richard before, might well troub'e him to ſe it by 
return d back upon himſelf. - The Second Article was, That be of 

hu falſified tbe Oatb made at his furfl Landing, when be ſwore he hac 

cam oder for no other End, but 10 recover his Inheritance, The wh 


Third Article was, That he had net only taſen Arms againſt bis $9. ſux 


veraigu, but ha ding imptifand him, tock firſt his Crown away, an! wh 
afrerward bis Life. And laſtly, That ever ſince King Richard's the 


f Death, be had detain d the Crown from the ti ue Heir, Edmond La- ſud 
.of- March, thetr Ally; for which Cauſe they defied him, and wowed wh 
bis Deftrudion. . | | Pri 
I be News of this Double Aſſault, both with Arms and Ar- Cr 
ticles, vas like that of an Earthquale, and ſhook the very he 
Foundation of King Henry's Greatneis: The Noiſe of their At. fin 
ticles did great Execution, and batter'd him ſeveral ways ; and on 
nothing .appear'd but a Proſpect of diſmal Confuſion. The W 

| .Welſs goaded him on one fide, and the Scots on the other, and rel 

| thoſe Eneliſh of Mortimer's Party, allarm'd him every way. But In 
he that wanted not Confidence (tho he wanted a Title) to the 

aſpire to the Crown, when it was uncertain whether he ſhould thi 

ever get it, or no; having got it, cou'd not want Courage to 1 

keep it: And if he were able, being but a prirate Man, to get ha 

it from a King, why ſhou'd he not believe himſelf more able In 
$ (being now a ing to keep it from private Men; eſpecially He 
fince he that had the Right in the firſt Place, had rehgn'd it up Fif 

to him; and he that had it in the ſecond Place, had {worn Al. 42 


legiance to him at the Time of that Reſignation? 1 
Theſe Codſiderations were of that Weight with King Henry, 
that being fore-warn'd by the Fall of Richard, he reſoly'd never 
to tempt any to forſake him, by forſaking himſelf; and there- 


fore he intended to fall upon them before they were united: 4 
And 10 make ſhort work, at Shrewshury the F iercies and he met; « | 
they being back d by divers Scots, and he by as many Engliſh : «& 


Himſelf led upthe Wing, which was againſt the Earl of Mor- 4 

ceſter; and his Son Henry the Prince of Wales, that againſt Hu- | 

fur. The Iſſue of which, was, That he obtain'd the Victory; 

the Prince his Son, who had never been in a Battel before, kil- 

ling Six and thirty Men that Day with his own Hand; as thoſe * 

oblervd who follou'd him: But Iwill refer the Reader to bis 7 

General Hiſtory for a more ample Account of theſe Matters; 

and ſhall only obſerve, That the Badneſs of this King's Title, 2 

and the Oppoſition he met with upon that Account, prov'd a | 
Security to he People againſt thoſe notorious Violations of the 
Laws, which were fo frequent in former Reigns : And there is 
Reaſon to believe that it was rather the Fear he had of bazard- 
ing his Croan, than want of. Love to his Darling Prerogative, 
that made him purſue it no mere vigorouſly. rng. 
What Opinion King Hen) himſelf had of his Title to the 

Cron n, the following Stofy will give the beſt Account of. 


King 


King HENRY the Fourth. I17 
King Henry in his laſt Sickneſs, cauſed his Crown to be plac'd 
by him on his Pillow, perhaps as ſearing left in the Extremity 
of his Sickneſs, it might have been given to ſome other, wr o 
had better Right there unto than he had: But however it were, 
when his Attendants (thro' the Violence of his Diſtemper 
ſuppoſed him to be dead, the Prince his Son had notice thereof, 
* preſently went and ſeized upon the Crown; whereupon 
the King (Who indeed was not dead, tho ſuppoſed to be lo ) 
ſuddenly ftarted up, raiſing belt on his Arms, and demanded 
who it was, that had ſo boldly taken away the Crown ? The 
Prince hearing his Father's Voice, ſtraight brought back the 
Crown, and told his Father, It was he that had took it, being told 
he was dead; and then, aid he, it wou d have been my Right : But 
finding that you are ſl} alive, I reſtore it again; and ſo ſet it down 
on the Pillow, by his Father. The King, upon the Princes 
Words, fell backward upon his Bed, and Srching a Op Sigh, 
replies thus: My Son, What Right I bad to this Crown, and hem 1 
have enjoyed it, God hnows, and the World hath Nen. To which, 
the Prince ( Ambitious! enough of a Diadem) anſwer d him 
thus : Comfort your ſelf im God, good Farber; the Crown:y0u late 
and if you die, I will have u, and keep it with my Sd, a you 
hav? done. And ſo he did foon.. after, maintaining his Father's, 
Injuſtice by his own. I will conclude this Secret Hiſtory o 
Henry the Fourth, with a ſhort. Remark made upon him above 
Wy Years ago, viz. © So true is that Diftich tranſlated out of 
Aetonmmss 3 „ Ge, ws + 253 - * 
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His Reign with Blood will much bu r. 


* For, ſays he, after he had murdered his Predeceſſor, nothing 
* took up this King's Reign, but Ruine and Blood, upon the 
Nobility and Gentry of this Kingdom, with ſuch unſuffer: 
# able Taxes, as never were betore, nor ſinc. 
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_ of great Worth, hang 
of our E ngliſh Chronicles. He revived the Engliſh Title 10 the 


_ beſtowed Catharine bis Daughter upm Henry: Upon which, Henry 
: te, Regent of that Kingdom; and all this ratified by an Act of the 


THE TRUE 
SECRET HISTORY 
King HENRY the Fifth. 


KR HEN Ribe Fifth, called alſo Henry of Mon- 
h 


mouth, ſrom his being born there, ſucceeded bis Father 
is Henry che rab, being erown'd at Weſtminſter ly 
omas Arundel, Archbiſhop of Camerbury, and proved 4 Frince 
ing to this Day one of the greatefl Ornamens 


Crewn of France, and carried it at leſt, ibo be liv/d not to puſſeſt 
the Kingdom : But firſt he bad fought the Battel of Agincourt, 
where with 13000 Men be rowed the French, who were 52000 
ſtrong." There reigned then in France, Charles the Sixth, a weak 
Prince, who, by his Queen's Perſwaſion, diſinherited ibe * and 


was declared Heir to the Crown of France, and during Charles bis 


e Eſtates.  *'Tis irue, the Dauphin Party beſiarr'd themſelves 
with might and main, to ſupport bis Claim: But in tbe midſt of al. 
King Henry diet at Vincennes in France, baving reigned Nite 
Tears, Five Months, and Twenty four Days; leaving no Iſſue but 4 
New-bora Son, Henry, bis Succeſſor, whiſe Education be left 10 the 
Cardinal of Winchefter ; the Government of England, till he came 


rance to John Duke of Bedford, both ibe King's Brothers, Thus 
ar his General Hiſtory. 


k Axe, io Humphry Duke of Glouceſter; aul tbe Regen:y f 


The Secret Hiſtory of this Prince will be contracted in a lit- 
tle room: His Reign was but ſhort, and the Martial Affairs 
that took up moſt part of his Reign, made it ſeem likewiſe 
ſhorter : But had he liv'd longer, and liv'd at Peace, there's no 
doubt but we ſhou'd have found him of the right Norman Breed. 
For when he was a Prince, he ſhameleſſy made himſelf a Com- 
panion of Thieves and Highway-men, and had the Impudence 
to attempt the Taking away a Villain from the Bar of Juſtice, 
and ſtrike the Lord Chief Juftice on the Face ; which yet did 
not hinder the worthy Chief Juftice from committing him to 

| On. 


as ws - a W A wN oo - Boo 2A. wo 2 


a * * 
+ and AKA. .THX++.} av et ct Wk 


a — am As > a> © 


a««__O 3G Ju AA wa oe cc 


PST a 

: The True Secret Hiſtory of, &c. 119 
Priſon. I ſay, Had not the Natural Temper. of this Prince 
been diverted by War, who knows to what Extreams he might 
have brought things ? The Clergy were afraid of him, and 
trump'd up his Title to the Crown of Fraxce, { altho' they knew 
well enough he had none to the Crown of England ) that ſo he 
mighc not lay claim to Fer Poſſeſſions; ang deal by them as 
Henry the Eighth did afterwards by their Succeſſrs. 


, The Truth is, Tho' Heng the Fifth was, while a Prince, given 
to many wicked Practices, yet u hen a King, he became mode- 
rate, and left a better Fame behind him than moſt of his An- 
ceſtors. The People had two Advantages by him; Firſt, That 
his Reign was ſhort 3 and Secondly, That he was much Em- 


tbeir Privileges were laid ese that they had a. little B 
ing time from Domeſtick and Civil Wars; and had Hopes to 


* 


# the Blood of this Poor Nation. 
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| ING « HENRY ibe Sixth, commonly called Henry of 
K © Windſor, being born there, was the on'y 1ſſue of Henry 
© A the Fifth, and 5 but Eighe Months old at the Death of hu 
Fuber; and therefore, during his Infancy, the Kingdom was 1 
\wern'd by his Unkles the Dukes of Bedford and Glouceſter. He 
wis Frſt Crowned at Weſtminſter hy Henry Chichly, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, 1429 ; «nd afterwards at Paris, 1531, by the Car. 
© dials of York aud Wincheſter. - He provid 4 Keligious, but 4 
ik aul Hufortunate Prince: In whoſe Reign began the ſal Nur. 
rel for the Crown, betwixt the. Houſes of York and Lancaſter ; 
which made England, bleed many Tears, and occaſioned, above Twelve 
Field. Burrets, in this and the next Reign. The firſt that raw'd this 
*"Pieerre] wa Richard Duke of York, who claimed the Crown as bu 
'Righr, by bis Mother's fide, being deſcended from Lionel Duke of 
-\Clarence, Third San of Edward J. and Elder Brother of John 
Diike of Lancaſter. , He took. bis Opportunity from the Diſcontems 
f the: People, ocrafion'd by the King's Uxoricuſneſs, and his Queen 3 
« Tmpertous 2nd Arbitrary Methods, who ſat at the Helm, while be 
'.reigned © only by Proxy. Theſe Diſcowents Richard did ſecretly fo 
ment; and. when be [aw bis Time fit for Aclion, he laid open his 
 Cleim 3" Then began the Civil Wars betwixt thoſe two Houſes, with 
© various Sutce(s on both ſides; but ſo, that 1he Houſe of York | after 
Long ftrugeling for the Crown ) did cum it at laſt, The French, an 
the other fide, taking Advantage bf theſe our Diſtr ations at Home, 
beflirr d themſelves with might and main 10 She off the Engliſh 
Tozk, and recover their Liberty: Inſomuch that Henry, who bad 
been ſolemnly crown'd at Paris King of France, 143 1, loſt it Free 
Tears after to Charles VII. Thus, in few Tears, Henry bad w. 
thing left of his X ingdom of France, bur Calais in Picardy, ( long 
venmining in our Poſſeſſion, At Home, King Henry was taken Pri- 
ſener at Northamp:on- Fight : Whereupon 4 Parliament was call , 
which allow'd of Richard's'Claim: but jo, that Henry was to eme 
the Crown during Life, The King bad then 4 young Son named 
Edward, wbo being thus excluded from the Succeſſion, the 2 Nu 
3 , 


* 


| 
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ie laſt too) and the Norman Iſies of Jerſey and Garnſey, fil 
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Mather, (an Act ive and Martial Princeſs, -Daughter of Renata, 
Dude of Anjou aud Tourain) tuned every. Stone t0 make bim ſure 
of the Succeſſion. To zhe North ſhe went, where ſhe. raiſed an Arny,; 
Richard went thither to fight. her, and there.lalt his Life as the Barret » 
of Wakefeild. . Bus Edward bis Eldeſt Son 200k i the Cudgels ; 
' who at Mortimer's-Croſs, near Ludlow, .encounred be Queen s 
Army, and came off Viltorious.. Upon this Viclory he was proclaimed 


* 


King 47 London; and then Henry: retired with his Queen imo Scot- 


land, which put 4 Period to his Reign, ibo be lived Eleven Tears 


fie. Thus much for lis General Hiſtory. 


Ihe Secret Hiſtory of this King's Reign, began when he be- 
gan to Reign: I mean, when he vas out of his Minority, and 
as it were ſet up for himſelf; For till he came. to Age, the 
Kingdom was well govern'd by his Three Unkles Humphrey 

; Duke of Glouceſter, Fohn Duke of Bedford,..and Thomas Duke 

| of Exeter; who by their Wiſdom and Juſtice kgpt.up the flou- 

| riſhing Eſtate of the Engl/zſh Nation: But when his Years of 

_ Nonage were expired, and he came to wield theScepter with 

his own Hands, he ſoon loft what his Father and -Unkles had 
got; and all things went to wrack beth in France and England. 
For the King marrying the Daughter of the Earl of Armintack, 
with whom he had nor. a Penny Portion, [ſhe ſer. up Creatures of 
der own, and govern'd the King as ſhe pleas d, to-the undoing 
both of the King and Kingdom: For howeyer the King was by 
ſome ftiled a Saint, yet the Queen, who rul'd, by his Autho- 
rity,” acted like a Devil. For ſhe and the New Favourite, the 
Marquis of Suffolk, firſt put the good Duke of -Glouceſter out 
of his Protector ſhip, then out of the Council, and afterwards 
took away his Lite: Which gho' ſecretly plotted, and privately 
adled, was yet apparent enough to the whole Nation: And this 
for no other Reaſon, but becauſe the good Duke, (for ſo the 
Duke of Gloucefter was generally called by the People, who 
loveꝗ him for his Honeſty and Sincerity q would. not agree to 
thoſe Counſels which he knew would be of à deſtructive Con- 
5 7 to the King and Kingdom. To manage this Work | 1 
of the Dukg's Deſtruction, it Was concluded by his Enemies, | 
That he ſhould be privately. convicted and condemned, with. 
out any Publick Impeachment; To which, End, a Parliament, 
by the Queen's Procurement and her Partizans, was called at | 
Huy; and, as ſome ſay, unkown to the King, (whoſe own 

Weakneſs, and the Queen's Pride, made him but a Cypher in 

the Gpvernment. ) Jo this Parliament the Duke of Glouceſter 


N { whoſe, on Innocence he thought a ſufficient De- 
fence) he nas on the Second Day of the deſſion, by the Lord 
Beaumond (then High Conſtable, abetted by the Dake of Buck: 
ing ham) Arreſted, and committed to Priſon, and all his Servants 


4 


tngh 
4 'rakgtfrom him;. and committed. to ſeveral Priſons, ( for with. 
775 this, they could not have. gart ied on their Deſign againſt 
bis Life:) But being thus alone in the Hands of his Enemies, 
9 . It 
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it is no wonder that the next Morning he was found dead in his 
=_ The Murtherers, to ſave their Credit. gave out, 'that he 
died of an Impoſtume; but there were ſcarce any that ſaw the - ler 


dead Body, but were of another Opinion. ? by 

Bat as this Secret Murther of Duke Humphrey was in it felf a hi 

moſt barbarous dad wicked thing; ſo, with reſpect to the King, » 

it was the moſt imprudent and pernicious thing that could have r: 

2 Been done: For whilſt the Duke of Glouceſter liv d, his Right t 
; of Primogeniture, being the Fourth Son of Edward the Third, 1 
"2 wou'd have kept the Duke of Tort from claiming the Crown, þ 
as being deſcended from the Fifth Son of the ſame King Ed. F 

2 wurd: Whereas the Duke of Glouceſter being dead, the Duke 
ES of York had a juſt Ground to claim. But fo eagerly did their 
violent Paſſionus hurry em on to remove this good Duke out of 


the way, that they had not time to conſider what wou'd be the 
fatal Conlequences of it. | 

But hefideSwhat has been already alledged, this Murther of 

the Duke of Glouceſter entailing a Curſe upon thoſe who had a 

hand in it, prov'd' but the ſad Fore-runner of all thoſe Fatal 

Miſcartiages that follow'd : For the New Favourite, the Mar- 

. quis and-Duke of Suffolk, being made Regent of Fraitee, rul'd 

there at ſuch à rate, that he lo all; and by his Male Admini. 

ſtration, gave a fair Occaſion to the Duke of Tork to lay claim 

to the Crown; and to the People, to fix the Mark of Evil 

Counſellord upon the Dukes of Somerſet and Suffolk, who were 

the two Principal Counſellors that govern'd the Queen, and 

' by conſequence the King: And indeed the People preſs'd fo 

N Hard for their Removal, that the Queen was forc'd to let 8 

| ber Hold, and leave them to fhift for themſelves: And the 

Duke of Sxffolk being impeach'd in Parliament, and formally 

daniſh'd for Five Years ; with Hopes nevertheleſs on the King's 

Part, that by that time the Edge of the Peoples Hatred againſt 

him, might be taken of, and then that he might be agan re. 

ſtor d to Favour :' But Providence had otherwiſe diſpos'd of 

the Duke; for being met by an Engliſh Man of Wat, as he 

was going over to France, he was brought back again, and at 

| Fans, according to the Popular way of Juflice, without 

ther Ceremony or Sentence; had his Head chopp'd off on 

the ſide of the Long-boat 3 which, together with his Body, 

were left there, as a Sacrifice to the injur d Menes of the 

- = oh Duke of Glauteſter, in which this Duke had a chief 


By ©- Theſe things (as I have already re gave Occaſion to 
|  Re6b&4 Duke of Totk to try Concluſions for his Title to the 
2 the Lancaſtrian Houſe; making uſe of the Diſcon 
ents of tie people, through the King's Evil Government; tr, 

ſtretched the Prerogative beyond it Bounds : And tho” Richard 
boa Duke of York was himiſclf flain at the Battel of atefteld, as 
alſo his Son the Earl of Rutland, (tho doe 61 his Knees to 
have his Life ſay d) yet afterwards his vor Zdwarg, — 3 
| lareh, 
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March, 
Martimer's Croſs, got the Victory ; and was afterwards 
ledg'd King by the Name of King Edward the Fourth: And ſo 
by Conqueſt he got the Title to run tough the Houſe of Tork, 
having cut it off by the Sword from the Houſe of Lancaſter, 
notwithſtanding the actual Poſſeſſion of three Deſcents. Miſe- 
rable was the Caſe of the People in the mean time: who whilſt 
the Houſes of Tor and Lancaſter fought for the Crown, were 
 deſtroy'd on both ſides; For many Overtures of War were yet 
between them; for Henry was not yet dead, tho for the pre- 
ſent outed, but as a dying Man ſtrove for Life: Till be- 
idg quite overthrown, he was not only impriſon d, but at laſt 


murther d, to ſecure the Title: For before his Death, ſome- | 


times Henry was King, and ſometimes Edward: There bei 

no leſs than Ten Bloody Battels fought meerly for a Title, be- 
fides all Leſſer Skirmiſhes ; wherein many Thouſands. of Lods, 
Gentlemen, and Commoners, were lain; and yet not one 
of Advantage gotten by it for the Peoples Liberties: It be 
the Miſery and Folly of the People, to venture all they have, 
to ſet up thoſe who have afterwards+proved moſt Tyrannical 
over rd] and to ſow SeedF of future Miſery, by ſpilling 


their Bloods for an Uſurped Title, 
— . —— PL AO OILS 


engaging with the Lencaſtrien Faction at a Place call'd 
acknow- 
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King E DW ARD the Fourth, 
WARY 975: 1 - ADR - 622 mv 
| ING'EDWARD the Fourth, the Eldeſt Son of Ri- 
chard Duke of York, the Firſt Xing of this Line, was 4 
Xania Prince in War, but Effeminate in Peace, He ſut» 
ceeted Xin; Henry by virtue of his Clarm, but was fain io main. 
tein bis Right as he had got it, by the Sword. This was 4 ſtrange 
Reign, both with reſpect tc the prodigious Effuſion of Blood, as well 
4s the wonderful Changes and Nod lut ions that happened in it: For ſo 
ſtiſiy bent was Queen Margaret (Henry the Sexrh's Wife ) ts ſecure 
rhe Crown to ber Son, that ſhe reſolved either to dethrone Edward, or 
" periſh in the Attempt. In order to which, ſhe made ſure of France 
end Scotland: But nothing cou d bappen more F avourable to ber De- 
fien, than the Acceſſim of the Potem Earl of Warwick to her Ing 
Sereſt ; whoſe Power was ſo great, that he was commonly call d the 
Make-King 3 for bis Reputation and Influence was ſuch among the 
People, that whatev'y fide he took, be turned the Scale; and be bad 
probably re- ſettle. th Houſe of Lancaſter pon the Throne of Eng- 
land, bad nr 4 Miſtake tn 4 Fog made him loſe the Vilt:ry in Glad- 
more Figbt, near Barnet, where he was ſlain. In ſhort, Such were 
She Cbanges and Revolutions of this Reign, before it came to be 
fertled, that Henry became twice a Priſoner to Edward, and Ed- 
ward once ts Henry. Edward Abdicated, and was fain to fly be- 
youd Sea,” and Henry reſtored from bis Priſon to the Throne : Then 
; Henry was rejected, and Edward re- admitted: For the Parliaments 
always followed the ſtrongeſt fide, Tewksbury-Figbt, in which 
FF Qucen Margaret was taken Priſoner, and ber Army utterly routed, 
| At Jaſt decided the Quarrel : There it was that ber Son Prince Ed- 
ward was -taken Priſoner, and ſoon after murder d by the bloody 
Fiands of Richard Duke of Glouceſter, Xing Edward's younger 
Brother ; and Xing Henry himſelf, not long after, bad the ſame 
Fate, and the ſame Executioner, By which,*Edward remain'd in 
the ful} Poſſeſſion of the Crown; which he refign'd up with bis Life, 
when he bad rejgned Twenty two Tears, one Month, and cight Days, 
ending his Rei the Ninth nf April, 1483. Thus far his Gene- 
ral Hiſtory. 
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The Secret Hiſtory of this King (as that of bis dea 

is contraſted into a little room, by reaſon of the Open Contef 
between him and King Henn for the Crown; which continud 
the greateſt part of his Reign: For ſuch was the inſatiable 
Deſire of Revenge between one and the other, that there was 
no Mercy ſhewn to any that fell into their Clutches on either 
ſide. And yet as eager as King Edward fought, and as Ambir 
tious as he was of the Gon, he with a-kind of counterfe it 
Modeſty at firſt ſeemed to deny it: For having deſeated and 
routed the Lancaſtrian Party, ſoon after the Queen had over- 
come and ſlain his Father, he made what haſte he could to Len- 
dm, where he was joyfully receiv'd; and the Earl of Warwick | 

. ſoon after muſter'd his Army in St. Sehn. Field; and having | 
caſt them in a Ring, the Leader in the midſt of em read the i 
Agreement of the laſt Parliament,; which was, That Richard 
the then Duke of Tort, Father to King Edward, ſhou'd ſucceed, 
as next Heir to the Crown, after the Death of King Hemm; 
but that if King Hemm, or any on his behalf, ſhou'd go about 
to diſturb the Succtſſion in the mean time, that then the Duke 
of Tork ſhou'd be preſently admitted King. The Leader having 
read this Act. demanded whether they wou'd have King Hemy 
ſtill to reign,over them? To which they all cried out, (Ba- 
ring no doubt been prepar'd befo.e-hand ) Ns, No. Then 
they were ask'd, whether. they wou'd have the Earl of March 
Eldeſt Son of the Duke of 701k, by that Parliament proclaimed 
King, to reign over them? Io which, with a great Shout, 
they cried out, Tes, Tex. This being told to King Edward, 

' who diſſembled the Satisfaction he took therein, told them, 
The* be lon d upon bimſelf as unworthy of the Place, and unable to 
execute it; yet he thanked GOD for the Giſt, and them for their 
good Will, This he ſaid, not that be thought himſelf ſo; but 
that by this feigned Shew of Humility he might render himſelf 
more Acceptable to the People. And therefore, two Days 
after, he rid in State to St. Paul's; from whence (his Obla- 
tion being made, and Je Deum ſung) he was attended to Meſt . 

- minſier, and there being plac'd in the Great Hall, with the 
Royal Scepter in his Hand, he makes a Solemn Declaration of 
his Right to the Crown by a double Title: Firſt, As Son and 
Heir to Richard Duke of Tork, the right Heir of the fame; 
and Secondly, As Elected by Authority of Parliament, upon 
King Henry's Forfeit hereof, Nevertheleſs, added be, 1 am re- 
ſolved to wave both Title and Right by either, unleſs theſe good People 
will willingly allow of my Proceedings, and lovingly approve of my 
claim: Whereupon they all immediately cry'd out, King Ed, 
ward, King Edward. Which Speech of his he made, not that 
he wou'd have receded the leaſt Tittle from his Claim; dut 
that by his ſeeming Modeſty he might fix the Crown more 
firmly on his Head. 388 2 

To this End, and not ſo much out of Love to Juſtice, it was 
that King Edward made a Shew of ſetting the Beam wor 
that 


With their Wives. 


126 Tue True Secret Hiſtory of 


that was to carry the Scale of Juſtice ; fitting himſelf for 
Three Days together, publickly with his Judges in 1eſtminſies. 
Hall, and there acquainting himſelf with ehe Orders of that 
Court, and the r : Ordering his Officers 
tp de more mindful of their Duties, and the Advantage of 
che Subſet, than of their own unjuſt Gain. Theſe things, 
tho good in themſelves, yet loſt much of their Value, being 
done by King Edward to carry on a Secret Deſign : For he 
knowing well enough how tickliſh he ſtood; and what a Com. 

itor he had, did this only to endear himſelf to the Mob; 

being more than ordinarily obſequious in courting the Ci. 
tixens; over whom he had ſo great an Aſcendant, that it is 
obſerved of him, He got the Love of the Londoners, by owing 
them Money; and the Good Will of the Citizens, by lying 


But how ftrange 4 piece of inconfiderate Raſhneſs and Folly 
was it in King Edward, when he ſtood in ſo much need of Al- 
liances Abroad, inſtead thereof, to make Enemies both at Home 
and Abroad too, by ſending the Earl of #arwick on a Fool's Er- 
rand, to negotiate a Mateh at the French Court, with the Lady 
Bont, Daughter to Lewis Duke of Savoy, and Siſter to Carlome 
Queen of France; whereby he wou'd have had conſiderable Al. 
liances Abroad; 2 beſides have prevented Queen Margaret 
from receiving further Affiſtance from France, whereby to raiſe 
new Troubles againft him in England ; as ſhe afterwards did: } 
Whilft in the mean time, King Edward purſues another Game, 
and courts the Widow of Sir Fobn Gray of Greby, one of the 
' Lancaftrian Faction, flain at the laſt Battel of St. Albans, Tis 
true, King Edward at firſt mtended not to carry on the Frol- 
lick ſo far; deſigning onty to make her his Miſs; but the 
crafty Widow, (Whether out of a Principle of Vertue, or 
with-a Deſign to draw on the King into the Matrimonial 
Nooſe) plainly told him, Ther as ſhe lobe d upon ber ſelf of 100 
inferior a Degree to tbinł of being his Queen ; ſo ſbe valu d her Ho- 
wur at 4 hig ber rate, than to profliruse it to the greateſt Prince in 
Chriftendom, by becoming his Concubine. By which Noble Speech, 
the King having as great an Opinion of her Vertue, as he had 
before 


her Beauty, ſet all Political Conſiderations aſide, and 


made her his Queen. But the News of this arriving at the 
French Court, where the great Earl of Warwick was then treat- 
ing of a Match between him and the Lady Bona, as I have fait 

„(and which was agreed unto there on all ſides) put 
ſuch a Slur upon the Earl of Warwick, as for ever alienated 


him from the King; and was afterwards the Occafion of ſhed- | 


ding a Deluge of Chriftian Blood; and not only made his 
Throne to ſhake, but for a Time-turn'd him out of it, as by 
his General Hiſtory the Reader may ſee more at large. By 
which the Levity and Inconſideration of this King ſufficiently 
| The 


| 
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The lnjuftice and Cruelty of this King, is alfo.no leſs evi» 
dent ; * maniteſt from his Dealing with the Lord Mell, and | 
Sir Thomas Dymock his Brother-in-Law, - The, Story-1s this 
After the fruitleſs Interview. between the King, and the Duke 
of Clarence, and Earl of Warwick, at Weſftminller- Hal, t 
Duke and the Earl went to Lincole, at which Place they 
appointed their Forces to meet em, under the Condudt 
Sir Sis Fok: Sen and _ « the Lord 191 a N 
Gentleman, and of approved judgment. 46 King WI 
this, with Intent to rake ir Kobert Wells from Warwick's 
Party, ſends for the Lord Welle, and his Brother-in-Law, Sir 
Tbomas Dymock,- who coming to attend the King's Pleaſure, had, 
ſome notice given them by. ſome of their Friends at Court, 
that the King was much incens d againſt them; whereupon 
they take Sanctuary at Weſtminſter. From whence, upon the : 
king's Promiſe of a General Pardon, they came into his Pre- 1 
ſence; who pave Command to the Lord Wells, e y by s 
Letter to -ſollicit his Son, Sir Robert Wells, to leave the Earl of 1 
Wewick, and come to the King's Service; which the Lord I elle | 
accordingly did: But becauſe his Solicitation ſucceeded not, the | 
King in a Rage cauſed both their Heads to be chopp' off. 
Which barbarous Action will leave a Stain upon the Honour of 


al 


s, King Edward with bis Gauntlet gave him 2 daſh 


in it ſelf, but more ſo, in the Encouragement it gave to his 
bloody Brother the Duke of Glouceſter, who with the Duke of 
Clarence, Thomas Marquis of Dorſet, and the Lord Haſtings, 
barbarouſly ſtabb d their Poniards into the Young Prince's. 
Breaſt, as ſoon as ever the King's Back was turn d. If this 
Murder was not defign'd by the King, which there is Cauſe 
enough to believe; yet the Blow the King gave him in their 
Preſence, was enough to ſet them on. This was a Murder 
contrary to the Law of God, of Nature, and of Nations: 
And Divine Vengeance ſo remarkably follow d all thoſe that 
were Actors therein, that there was not one of them that 
went to the Grave in Peace. N | | 
And as thus Prince Edward was inhumanely murder'd, ſo 
his Father did not long ſuryive him; being ftabb'd like- 
wiſe by the bloody Duke of Glouceſter, without: any Cauſe. 
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MN. and not without  Sufpici>n" of the King 
ſent. 2 N. As” 01 OOTY» 3 1 . 1 1 ier 
We have cen King Edwards Injuſtice and Cruelty; let bg 
in the next place ſce his Veracity, and how true! he was to 
bis Word. But how can we expect him to be true to bis 
Word, whom | Oaths themſelves could not bind: For after 
he bad been fore to fly to the Dake” of Buroin, by whom 
he was aſſiſted both with Men and Money, he landed a 
Avenſpur ia Torkſhire, from whence he march'd to Tork ; 
where finding no great Welcome, he ſolemnly proteſted with 
moſt execrahle Oàthe, That he utterly diſclaimed all Claim 
to the Crown of Englund, which he ſaid he did acknowledge 
to he King Heny's Indubitable Right; and that he challeng d 
only the Benefit of his Birth-right, which was the Inheritance 
of the Dutchy of Tork, unlawfully and with ſtrong Hand 
held agaihſt' him. Upon theſe Proreftations to the Citizens 
of Tori, and upon taking the Sacrament to be a true Subject 
to King Herry, they permitted him Entrance into Tors, which 
before they abſolutely refus'd- him. But he was no ſooner 
enter'd, but he let em know he laid Ctaim to no leſs than the 
Crown : And therefore furniſhing himſelf with what be 
wanted in that City, and leaving a ſafhcient Garriſon to ſe- 
cure it to himſelf, he made what Haſte he cou'd towards Lon- 
don : And when at Nottingham he was met by ſeveral of the 
Nobility, (Who had heard of his Relinquiſhing his Claim to 
the Crown ) they tendered him their Service; but on this Con- 
dition only, That he would take upon him the Title of King; 
and he was very well contented (notwithſtanding his Oath to t 
contrary at Tork) to conſent thereto. Thus we ſee he not only 
broke his Word without any Scruple 3 but even made bold 
with Heaven too, by taking the Sacrament, to compaſs his 
own Ends; which how much it ſavour'd of Irreligion, I will 
leave to the Divines to judge. Ve, 
How juft King Edward was to his Word, was alſo experienc'd 
to their Coſt, by Fauconbridge, and ſeveral of his Followers, 
who after their General Pardon ſealed and ſent to them by 
the Due of Glouceſter, upon Account whereof they ſurren- 
der d up the Caftle of Sandwich (of which they were pol- 
ſels'd, and Thirteen Ships beſides) to the King's Uſe, yet af- 
terwards ſeveral of them were Executed in divers Piaces ; and 
Fauconbridge himſelf, who was compriſed in the ſame Pardon, 
was executed at Southampton. 1 84 | 
Thus upon a brief View, we ſee what was King Edward's 
Veracity; let us now take a View of his Chaſtity : We have 
already obſervd how he marry'd the Lady Gray, of: which one 
wittily obſerv'd, That never any Man that did merry for Love, did 
ſo little love Marriage; for he took as much Pleaſure in other Mens 


Wives 4s bis mn. Of which Shore's Wife was a ſufficient In- 


ſtance, tho not the only one. He was very much given to 
| converſe 


a 
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converſe with fair Ladies; for-befides the Lady Lucy, to whom 
it was reported he was betrothed, and by whom he had cer- 
tainly Iſſue, he kept Three Concubines, which (as he ſaid 
| himſelf } were of Three different Diſpoſitions; que was the 
Merrieft, (which was Shore's Wife) another the Cunningeſt, 
and the Third the Holieſt Harlot in the Realm. N 

But we need rake no further into this Dunghil: For of 
Henry the Sixth, and' Edward the Fourth, it is affirmed by an 
Ancient Author, That they were two Men, born as it we 
„for Ruine, Blood, and Miſery to chis Kingdom; whoſe 
Lives and Actions no Man can read with Patience: That ſo 
much Treaſure, and ſo many Mens Lives ſhould be loſt and 
+ ſpent, to maintain the Ambition, Luxury, Pride and Ty- 
* ranny of but two Men, in ſo many ſet Battels, fought in the 
„Bowels of this Kingdom. / Hey was ſtabh'd with a et, 
« by the Duke of Glouceſter, and Edward died at Welfniinſfter, 
* and left behind him two Baftards, and a miſerable Where, 
« Fane Shore. 1 
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SECRET HISTORY 


King EDWARD the Fifth. 


K' NG EDWARD the Fifth, bring the Zldeſt Sim of 


ing Edward the Fourth, ſucceeded his Fatber, at the Age 
of Twelve Tears; but was never Crowned, being ſoon re. 
move by the wicked Praiſes of bis unnatural and Ambitions Un- 
Le, Richard, firnam'd Crouchback, Duke of Glouceſter ; who, 
zo clear hit way to the Crown, bad in his Brother's Reign, cauſed 
bis Elder Brother Clarence tw be impeached of High Treaſon, by 
which means he was put into the Tower, where he ſoon after ended 
bis Life, being ſaid to be drowned in 4 Butt of Malmſey, Thus there 
remained no Block in bis way, but bis two Nepbews, this King Ed- 
; ward, and Richard his Brother. To be rid of theſe young Princes, 
he got the Proteltorſhip away from the Lord Rivers, the ing' Unſ le 
by the Mother's ſide, and next he got into his Clutches Richard his 
Brother, whom the Queen-Mother was fain to part with in great 4j- 
flition, and with great Strugglings of Nature. To blind the Peo- 
ple, he forthwith gave Order for the King's Coronation, whilſt he ſe- 
cretly contrived with the Dube of Buckingham, ( his great Coad- 
jutor in his wicked Deſigns ) to fix the Crown upon bis own Head. 
By whoſe Artifice the City of London was drawn in at laſt, to pro 
claim Richard King of England, the late King Edward and hi 
ue being repreſented as Spurious to the People. So that this young 
King reigned. but Three Months, and ſoon after became ( with Ri- 
chard hi: Brother) à Victim 0 bis Ankle, and next Succeſſor, Thus 
far his General Hiſtory. 


The Secret Hiftory of this innocent King, conſiſts only in 

' tracing thoſe Secret Steps by which his Bloody Unkle firſt took 

away his Crown, —— ever it was ſet upon his Head) and 

afterwards his Life: Which tho' ſecretly carried on, was 3 der) 

5, piece of the moſt harbarous, and at laſt bare-fac'd Villany; that u £ 
. was ever acted on the Theatre of England. It was indeed en 
very ſtrange, that King Edward the Fourth, who had been Murtt 
3 guilty F {0 Many Private and Pyblick Butcheries, after the MW! 1 
| * anon of ſo much Chriſtian Blood, as was ſhed in Defence of "Wi hy 
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his Title, ſhou'd at laſt die in Peace. But the Workings of 
Divine Providenee are oftentimes very myſterious ; Hit Ways , 
are in the Deep. and bis Paths are in ibe great Waters,” and hig Fvot- | 
ſteps are not knawng Hence poſſibly it was that the Vengeance, | 
ſo juſtly due to the Father, fell with redoubled Fury upon te « 'J 
Heads of his two innocent Children, this preſeat King, and 
the Prince his Brother : That ſo. by ſuch an Extraordinary Pu- 
niſhment of the Ambition of the Father, by the Ambition of 
an Unkle, the World might ſee as well as feel the Vanity and 
Impiety of that Civil Diſcord which had diſtracted ſo many 
Minds, confounded ſo many Eſtates, and, by the various Mil- 
chieſs that attended it, ſo ſullied the Chronicles of this Na- 
tion, that ſcarce any can read the Hiſtory of thoſe; Limes with · 
out Horror; while the Globe of Majeſty was toſi d and tum 
bled from one fide to the other, like à Foot - ball; and whilft 
thy ſaw the Red Roſe of Lancaſter bluſhing with ſo deep a 
Crimſon, as if it was donble-dy'd by the Blood they had ſhed ; 
and the White Roſe of Tork grown fo Pale and Wan, :partly by 
the Blood they had: loſt, and partly by their Deſire. of Re- 
reage, the Prickles of either Roſe being ſo ſharp and piercing, 
that as oft as they met, they gave each other Wound for 
Wound: When on a ludden Providence ſeem'd to declare for 
the Houſe of York, by the almoſt total Deft ruction of the 
Houſe of Lancaſter; of whom there being no Heir Male alive 1 
of the whole Blood, (after the Death of King Henry, and his 
Son) to diſpute the Right of our Fifth Edward, he ſeem'd : 
doubly Rivetted;. both by Deſcent and Conqueſt ;| and made his „* 
Entry ſo much the more deſirable, in that it brought ſuch great | \Y 
Probability of Univerſal Peace; no Man ſuſpecting the leaſt” 
Occaſion of Inquietude : Unleſs perhaps the King's Father had 
ome ſuch fore-boding Thoughts, from the Ambitious and Aſpi- 
ring Temper of his Brother Richard, and therefore foreſeeing 
te'Evil that was to others inviſible, he plac d his Son at ſuch 4 
Diſtance from him, as might render him leſs obnoxious; to 
Danger. And no doubt it was for ſome ſuch Reaſons that he 
kit bim in Wales, with ſuch a Guard of bis Mother's Friends 
about him, as being neareſt in Blood, but remoteſt-1n Title, 
night. probably endeavour to keep off all others from aſcend- 

ug the Chrone themſelves had no Pretence to. 

This was indeed as much as Human Policy could do; but 
tow yainly do we go about to uphold what Heaven has de- 
lend to overthrow The Houſe of Tork muſt fall, and that 
N ter on Hands : And, which þ mary N the 
«lame Hand that had been embrew d in the Blood of King 
#ary the Sixth, and of Nis $90, Prince Edward, muſt now a3 
u Expiation of thoſe Barbarous Murthers, deftroy. the Chil- > 
ten of King Edward, who if he did not countenance | thoſe _ 
lurthers, at leaft ſuffer d em to be committed with Impuni- 
J. But let us ſee by what means this Helliſh Contrivance 
ka brought about. - 2 
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The King being at the time of his Father's Death at Ludlow 
in Valet, the Qneen appointed Earl Rivers her Brother, and 
her Son the Lord Gray, with the reſt of her Relations and 
Friends then with the young King, to provide a ſtrong 
ne of able Soldiers to attend upon the King, as a Guard 

rem Ludlow to London. Fut the Duke of Glaceſter, who had 
other Deſigns in his Head, did not think this at all adviſable, 
becauſe it was likely ro prove a Remora to his Intentions, and 
therefure muſt find out ſome means to obſtruct it: And be- 
caute he found he could not do his Buſineſs alone, he reſolv'd 
to make ule of ſome Tools to help him to effect it. Thoſe 
that in this Caſe he thought moſt proper, were firſt the Duke 
of Buckingham, and afterwards the Lord Haſtings ; both theſe 
were the moſt eaſie work d upon, as not being well pleasd 
with the Power of the Queen's Brother, and the Duke's half 
Brother; which the Duke of Glouceſter, from his own invete- 
rate Malice againft them all, ſerm'd to exaggerate. 

To theſe Lords; in a private Conference, the Duke firſt 
infinuates the Queens low Deſcent, unworthy of that Roye} 
Dignity; and the high Promotion of her Kindred; tells them, 
that if theſe Muſhroum Nobles are thus permitted to be about 
the King's Perſon in his Youth, they would ſo Monopolize 
his Favour, that when he came to Years of Maturity there 
would be no removing them, but they would poſſeſs all thoſe 
Honours and Places which ought to be ſhar d amongft the 


Antient Nobility ; who muſt, as things are like to go, become 


ſubject to them. and hardly be admitted into the Royal Preſence 
without their Permiſſion.” And that if, for the preventing 
theſe and many other Inconveniencies, they would joyn their 
Intereſt with his, for the removing of them, they might aſſure 
themſelves they ſhould ſhare with him in thoſe Honours and 
Dignities that would then of Courſe be in his Diſpoſal. 
Theſe were the Baits by which Glouceſter drew them over 
to his Intereſt, hiding at preſent his chief Deſign; and theſe . 
Inſimuations, joyn'd to their own Evil Inclinations, and ambi- 


tious Diſpoſitions, ſoon brought em to a Compliance with the 


Dnke's-defires, being willing to take what Meaſures the Duke 
ſhould preſcribe to em. ah Ae gp view ge pirate 
But becauſe the Dbke had heard of the Queen's Deſign of 
havirg her Brother”, the Earl of Rivers, bring up the King 
to Loden, with'a ftrong Guard of Men for his Security, be 
de this Was firft of all t6 be prevented, as that which 
would otherwiſe prevent his great Defign, and make all Ws 


Hopes prove Abottiye.” He therefore Writes a very plauſible 


Letter to the Queen (to hom fince his Brother's Drath he 
had outwardly paid a more than ordinary Deferente ) telling 


her, that having heard that her Brother and her Son, agamit 


. Kindred, was Pringing up the Kin nd I 14 
© pager of Arme. Solmers, u teh deed ina time of War, 0r 


her Will, and without the Knowledge of the Late King's 


to London, With a mighty. 
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Zoſtile Invaſion, might do very well; but in a time of Un” 
verſal Peace 5 Quietneſs, wou'd rather create Jealouſies in 
the Minds of the People, than conduce to the Safety ot the 
King: And that it wou d cauſe a Suſpicion, that that ſincere 
Reconciliation ſo happily procur'd by his Late Brother upon 
his Death: Bed, betwixt his Kindred and hers, was not ſo hear- 
ty and ſincere as he hoped it was, and ſhou'd always be on his 
Part: And therefore he conceived it would be much better if 
ſhe would ſigniſie to her Brother and her Son, vnd aſſure them 
from his Mouth, and upon his Honour, that Himſelf and all 
the Late King's Kindred were ftedfaftly reſolved inviolably 
to obſerve, the late Agreement and Reconciliation, made by 
his Sovereign her Husband upon his Death- Bed; between her 
Allies and Relations, and the King's Kindred, ' | 7 

This wheedling Letter of the Duke's to 'the Queen, with 
his pretended thorough Reconciliation, cavs'd her raſhly to 
conſent to the taking off that Guard which was their only 
Preſervation, and which the late King had ſo;;provident! 
placed about them ; the taking of whom off, was the f 
Step to their Deſtruction: For the Queen having fir ſt dif- 
patch.d Letters to her Brother and her Son, according to the 
Duke of Glouceſter's Deſire; her Brother and Son were per- 
ſwaded, tho' ſomewhat unwillingly, to forbear levying more 
Men, and caſhier'd them they had provided, and ſo attended 
only with their own Menial Servants, ſer forwards towards 
the Queen with the young King; and with more Haſte than 
good Speel, came to Northampton, from whence the King 
went to Stom-ſtratford, where the two Dukes, (that is, the 


Duke of Glouceſter and the Duke, of Buckingbam) with a 


great Train, and very well provi 
the Town to be too little for the 
panies, they went to Northam 
very ſame Inn where the Ea V. b 
Lodging that Night, reſolvi ake the King the next 
Morning. | , EY 3.048 

At the Duke's and the Earl's Meeting, nothing paſſed but 
mutual Salutations, and all the Signs of Amica ove and 
Friendſhip imaginable, ſupping all together. But no ſooner 
was Supper ended, but the two Dukes pretending wearineſs 
through hard Riding, retir'd to their Lodgings, and the 

Earl went to his. KEY =" 
But the Dukes had other Buſineſs lay upon their Hands, 
now with their private Friends they went to Counſel, to 
reſolve what Courſe to take with the leaſt Suſpicion and 
the moſt Safety, to make away the Earl and his Relations. 
And in this Conſultation they continu d the moſt part of the 
Night; for it was a Work ot Darkneſs that they were about. 
Towards Morning they took the Keys of the Inn-Gates, and 
diſpers'd their Followers to keep the Paſſages, with Inſtructi- 
ons not to permit Horſe-men or Foot-mea to paſs the way 
K 3 towards 


ariiv'd ; and pretend ing 
* ent of their Com- 
F codely alighting at the 

| had taken up his 
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towards Stony-ſtratford, pretending that none ſhould go before; 
| becauſe the two Dukes might expreſs their Ditiful Reſpect 
to the King the better, by being firſt ready to give their 
Attendance at his going to Horſme. 
I de Earl having Notice by the Inn-keeper of thoſe Proceed. 
ings, did not doubt but they defign'd his Peſtruction; but find- 
ing he had no means to make either Reſiſtance or Eſcape, he 
ſet a good Face upon the Matter, and came boldly to the 
Duke of Glouceſters Chamber, where he found Buckingham 
with the reſt, and deſires to know the meaning of his being 
thus made a Priſoner, in his Inn againſt his Will: But they 
bad now gone too far to dally, and therefore inſtead of an- 
ſu ering him, caus'd him to be taken into Cuſtody, 'Chargins 
him with what themſelves were guilty of, a deſign again 
the King. And having taken Order for his fafe' Tmpriſon- 
ment, they ſpeedily took Horſe, and came to Stony-ſtratford, 
juit as the King was taking Horſe, to whom they made a 
ſnew of much Duty and Obedience; but being minded to 
ick a Quarrel with the Lord Richard Gray, even in the 
ing's own Preſence, the Duke of Buckingham told the King, 


Queen's Brother, had endeavoured and almoſt effected the 

* drawing to themſelves the ſole managing of the Affairs of 
„ the Kingdom, and to ſow diſſention between the Blood 
Royal of your Father's Side, and thoſe that are ſcarce Loy- 
4 al on the fide of the Queen, who greedily ſeek after the o- 
« thers Ruine; and the better to effect it, the Lord Marquels 
* without any Warrant, but of his own Head, out of the 
Tower of London, your Majeſties Principal Magazine, bath 
taken both the Treaſure and Armour to a great Quantity: 
And tho we are gent what he intends to do with it, 
« yet there is rea to believe that it was not inten- 
„ ded for your Majefhy* ft And therefore it was by 
* the Advice of thenowny , thought Expedient to have 
** him Arreſted at H that ſo he may render an Ac. 
* count to your MajeſtFoFhis Illegal Actions. 

The King, whoſe Youth and Inexperience hinder'd him 
from diſtingui Nun Pretences and Realities, mildly 
anſwer d thus: What my Brother Marqueſs hath dene, I cam't ſay ; 
but for my Unkle and Brother here, I dare anſwer on 1heir be- 
balfs, That they are Innocent of any ill Deſigns, either againſt Me, 

0, Reply'd the Duke, That bas been 4 part of their Def, 


to abe your Majeſſys Gondneſs, by concealing tbeir Tregſenable 


Practices againſt Tou, under 4 Colour of ſerving you. Which the 
Duke had no- ſooner ſaid, but (being reſoly'dto-g0 through- 
ſtitch with what they had begun) they arrefted the Lord Rich- 
a4 Gray, Sir Thomas Vaughan, and Sir Richard Hall, in the 
King's Preſence," and taking them away from the King's Per- 
on, conveyed them to Northampton, to the great Trouble 


That he and the Marqueſs his Brother, with Eatl Rivers the 


1 TS FF {1 


and Diſquiet of the King; who was old enough to know that 
theſe Proceedings portended no good to him. But they ſtopt 
not here, an lee the King tale it how he wou'd) they - 
mov'd from him on the ſame Pretences all his old and Faithful 
Servants, placing in their Rooms ſuch af their own Crea- 
tures in whom they cou'd confide, and whom they -cou'd 
Comman r + 1 2 


Thus far the Conſpirators had ſucceeded ; and by charging 
the Queen's Relations with what they were really 2 
themielves, they had gotten the King into their o/n Cuſtody, 
the Duke of Glouceſter be ing ſoon after made Protector: Wo 
in the firſt place took care for conveying the Priſoners to 
ſeveral Priſons in the North Parts, and then ſet fſorwards with 
the King towards Landen: Giving out, the better to conceal 
their wicked Deſigns, That the Marquis and the Queen's Re- 
lations, had plotted the De ſtruction of the King, and all the 
Blood-Royal, with all the Nobilit y of the Realm, and to alter 
the Government of the Commonwealth; (Which were things 
lo altogether improbable and unlikely, that no body believ'd 
em) Adding, That they were only imprifon'd till they might 
be brought to a fair Trial, according to Law. - And Glonreftgr 
knowing very well, that the Multitude were mightily led a- 
way by Appearance, they brought along with em divers 
Carts laden with Armour, ( ſecretly provided by themſelves ) 
with Dry-fats and great Cheſts, which they reported were fAll'd 
with Treaſure for the Payment of the Soldiers. Theſe things, 
as they came along the Countrey, made all that they ſaid be 
taken for Goſ;el by the Common People. They had alſo ano- 
ther Device to inforce the Belief of this pretended Plot; and 
that was, to have Five of the Duke of Glouceſter's truſty In- 
ſtruments pinion'd and fetter'd like Traitotrs: And theſe were 
diſpers d in the Chief Officers Houles, in all Places where the 
King lodg d by the way, and to be reſpeded by their Keepers 
as Men of great Birth, tho now Priſoners taken up for this 
Plot; and theſe muſt ſeem very Penitent, confeſſing their own 
Guilt, and laying the Blame of all on the Queen's Brother, 
by whom they were drawn in. Thus theſe Impoſtors con- 
tinu'd acting their Parts till the King came to Lon ion; and 
then the Scene chang'd, and they were put to act another 


- 


Part. 2 | | 
The Queen, wich her Second Son, and Five Daughters, 

was all this while ar London ; hut being advertis d by every Poſt 
of what had befallen her Relations, ſhe began juſtly to fear 
that there were worſe things to follow; and thereupon pre- 
ſently took Sanctuary at Weſtminſter, a Place ſhe had ben be- 

fore acquainted with, when her Husband King Edward” was 

/ torc'd to fly the Realm. IF webs 

The young King was much griev'd at the News, and more 

at the Occaſion; expreſſing his Diſcontent wich Sighs and 

Teors; which yet the Dukes took 4 notice of: For their Bu · 

| + ſineſs 
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ſmeſs was not the King's Satisfaction, but his Deſtructi 
However, to carry on the Mock - Show a little farther, they ap- 
pear to treat him with all External — of Reverence and 
eſpect, with frequent Proteſtations of their Fidelity, and 
Care of his Safety; deſiring him to comfort himſelf, and be 
contented : But their Actions carried ſo different an Air from 
their Words, that the King cou'd take little Satisfaction in 
what they ſaid. 2 | | 
The King being brought to London, the Duke of Glouceſter 
(by the Contriyance of the Dake of Buch ingbim and his Inſinu- 
ations at the Council-Table) is dedar'd Protector of the Ring 
and Kingdom: Which being another Step towards the Ac- 
compliſhing of his great End, made him reſolve to overcome 
all the Difficulties that ſtood in his way, until he ſhou d at- 
of RR oe LOT * 
The next Contrivanee therefore, now, was how to get the 
Duke of Tork into his Cuſtody , as well as the King: For 
withcut be had both, he had as good have had none; the 
Treafon without that, being ſcarce worth the Hazard; for this 


might have ſtopp d him, even upon the laſt Step to the Throne. 


And now, to bring this the more eaſily about, he takes Ad - 
vantage of that Melancholy of the King, of which himſelt 
had been the Occaſion, to get the young Prince into his 
Clutches ; thus making the Effect become the Cauſe: For 
finding the young — more than uſually Melancholy, with 
the Apprehenſions he had of the Danger of his preſent Condi- 
tion, he made that Melancholy an important Reaſon for his 
Brother to he brought to keep him Company: Telling both the 
King and his Council, That the Company of his Brotber wou'd 
auch /conduce to the King's being chearful ; adding, That the Queen 
Mother was more wedded to ber peeviſh Will than was convenient 
either for the Honour of the Kingdom, or the King's Content: And 
therefore defir'd ſome Courſe might be taken either by Perſwa- 
fion or otherwiſe, to procure her to ſend the Duke of Tor, to 
bear the King his Brother Company. | | 
The Council, (hom Glouceſter and Buckingham had moulded 
to their own Wills) preſently reſolved there was a Neceſſity 
of a Companion to be found for the King: and then ſoon con- 
clvded that none was ſo fit as his own Brother. 
Bur becauſe this could not be done without the Queen's Con- 
ſent. but by offering ſome Violation to the Rights of Sanctuary; 
it being reaſonably to be ſuppos d that the wou d never let the 


Child go, without ſome apparent Force upon her, the Prote- 
1 out a Clergyman, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 


Qor ſingles 
(on whoſe Advice bedknew the Queen-Mother did very much 
rely) to be the Pick- lock of the Privilege of Sanctuary. This 
State-Prudge, coming to the Queen, perſwades her to part 


with the Prince her Son to his Brother, Becauſe ir was ſcande - 


lows that the Xing only Brother ſbou d be made 4 Prifoner ; Tit 
none ought 79 be in ſulg d the Benefit of SanBuary, but ſuch who bad 


been 
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uilty of ſome Crime, for which they needed it; and that had 
e cretion to require it; both which were far from being be 
g Prince's Caſe : That g Pcrjon might, nolens volens, be ben 
out of SanFuary , provided it were not to be punifh'd,” but pre- 
ar d. 1 N each [+30 ter . 
To theſe Learned Reaſons of the Archbiſhop, the Qucen 
auſwer d, Tbat none was more fit to have the Tutelage of a Child, 
thin its Mother 3 and ſo much the rather, in regard of bis weak 
tnd tender Diſpoſition : That each of thoſe Brothers was the-other's 
Safety, fo long as they were kept aſunder : Thas the Life of the on 
nas maintain d in the Body of the other: And that if one of them 
lid well, the other was in no Danger; but that it might be the De- 
ſruct ion of both, th keep em both in one Place, The Queen was 
oing on to give farther Reaſons, but the Archbiſhop found 
fie had already over ballanc'd his, and given more than he 
knew how to anſwer ; and therefore interrupting the Queen, 
faid. He was loth to put the Power of his Primacy into Execution; 
but if ſhe fhou'd continue ebſtinate, ſhe wou d conflrain bim to it. 
By which Words of the Archbiihop, the diſconſolate Queen 
perceiving how the Caſe ſtood, was nt ſo much perſwaded as 
terrified into a Compliance; fo that conſulting with her Fears 
only, ſhe gave up the innocent Infant to his Grace; telling 
him, That as ſhe gave up that innocent Prince ino his Hands, ſo 4 
bis Hands ſhe wou d require kim; and that if be miſcarried, his 
Bald wou'l lie at his Door. And then not being able to ſpeak. 
any more, her Tears declar'd the reſt. | 
The Archbiſhop having effe&ed his Errand, came preſently 
with the young Prince to the Lords, who ſtay'd in the Star- 
Chamber with the Protector, expecting his Coming: To whom, 
giving an Account with what Unwillingneſs the Mother con- 
ſented to part with her Child, he preſented to em the youn 
innocent Prince; whom the Protector no ſooner ſaw, but wit 
all Ceremonious Reverence he aroſe, and embrac'd him in his 
arms; ſolemnly proteſting,” Thar nothing (next the Welfare 
bis Sovereign, which he eſteem'd above all Earihly Things) cou'd 
bring him more Content than the ſo much wilh'd-for Preſence of hit 
Nephew of York: ( Which I believe might he true enough, tho? 
in another Senſe than he wau'd have them to underſtand it:) 
And then giving him a (Judas) Kiſs, he takes leave of the | 
Board, and preſently conducts him to the King his Brother; | 
who with many Expreſſions of fincere Joy and Affection en- 
tertain'd him; as little thinking that his Coming to him 
wou'd but haften that Cataftrophe which their Unkle was bring · 
ing on em both. | 
The Protector having now the Game he hunted in his own 
Toyls, under the pretext of a Provident Care, that they might N 
ſecurely repoſe themſelves, until the Diſtempers of the Com. | 
mon-wealth (of which himſelf was the only Actor and Au- 
thor)-might be quieted ; he cauted the King and his Brother 
lon after, in great Pomp and State, to be conyey'd — 
i | London 


! 
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| London to the Tower, there at their Pleaſure to remain ti 
the time of the Coronation 3 for which (the better to hide 
his ſecret Deſign) there was great Preparations making. 
This Monſter now had got his defired Prey within his our 
Den, but did not think fit to devour them immediately, there 
were leſſer Sacrifices to be offer d firſt ; for hefore he enter d 
upon fo ſolemn an Act of Horror, as the plunging himſelf in. 
to that fathomleſs Gulph of Cruelty, he thought fit to wade 
in Blood by Degrees; that ſounding the depth of the Dan. 
ger, as well as the Guilt he was to enter into, he might a 
the ſame time harden and ſecure himſelf, He therefore firft 
by the Procuration of the Lord #aſtings, cut off all their 
Friends, beheading the Lord Rivers, Sir Fobn Gray, the King's 
half Brother, and Sir Anthony Woodvil, and the Principal Per. 
ſons of the Queen's Relations, upon Pretence of Tre 
againſt his Perſon and Government; which was anly ſo far 
true, as that they meant to oppoſe his intended Uſurpation; 
and that he thought a reaſonable Juſtification for taking away 
their Lives. 
But the Protector could not put his main Deſign in Execy- 
tion himſelt ; he muſt have Tools to work withal ; and there. 
fore makes the Duke of Bucłingbam his Achitopbel ; whoſe Re. 
putation and Authority having a great Aſcendant over the 
Courtiers, the Protector found his Aſſiſtance was abſolutely 
neceflary; and therefore to engage him thorowly to his Inte- 
. reſt, he promis d him the Earldom of Hertford, to which the 
Duke pretended to have a good Title in the Reign of Kin 
Edward the Fourth, but cou'd never obtain it. Thas Bait, (and 
an equal Partition of the Treaſure of the Crown between them 
cwo, which the Protector likewiſe promiſed with many Oaths) 
ſo far prevail'd upon the Duke of Buckingham, that he now 
is d to join Hand in Hand with him, and never to deſiſt 
till he had ſettled the Protector on the Throne; tho? it was by 
_ depriving their inndkent Nepheus (for Glouceſter was their 
Unkle by the Father's fide, and Buckingham by che Marriage of 
their Father's Siſter ) of their Lives. | | 
The Protector having thus intirely brought over Bucking- 
bam to his Intereft, in the next place ſought to bring over the 
Lord Haſtings alſo, whom he had already made his Tool ior 
the Deſtruction of the Queen's Relations; and therefore 
ſounded him afar off, with reſpe& to his main Deſign ; but 
finding him ſo conſtant to the King his Old Maſter's Sons, that 
nothing cou'd draw him off from his Allegiance to the preſent 
King, he reſolves to take him out of the way; and thought it 
- Ground enough to haye him executed as a Traytor, becauſe he 
refus'd to be one. Which Buckingham and he contriy d in 
the following manner. * . 
The Protector having ſummon'd the Lords of the Privy- 
Council to meet in the Tower upon Extraordinary Occaſion, 
they came accordingly, and the Manner of the King's —_ 
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tion was there devated among them till the Protector came 


in; who begging their Excuſe for having over-ſlept himſelf, 
ſeem d more than uſually pleaſant : But on a ſudden, defiring 
their Excuſe for a little while, he riſe from the Table, and 
went out of the Chamber. But had ſcarcely been gone an 
Hour, before he return'd again, but with a Countenance ex- 
treamly chang'd, puffing and blowing, and looking almoſt like 
one diſtracted, that the whole Council feem'd amaz'd thereat : 
After ſome Time ſpent in this Diſorder, he asks, What are they 
worthy to bave that imagine and plot my Deſtruſtion, who am ſo near 
of Blood unto the King, and Protefor of his Royal Perſon ? Whilft 
the Lords ſat ſilent at this Queſtion, looking one upon another, 
as ama d, the Lord Haſtings, by Buckingham's Inſtigation, 
boldly anſwer d, That they deſeru'd to underga the Puniſhment of 
Traitors, whoever they were. Upon which, the Protector, ws) 
up from his Seat, and looking fternly upon Haſtings, reply d, 
Why it is the old Sorcereſs, my Brother's Widow, and ber Partner, 
that Common Strumpet, Jane Shore, that bave by Witchcraft con- 
rd to tabe away my Life And had I nit, by God's great Aſer ey, 
ound out the Bottom of them Curſed Deſign, they had effected their 
Villeny before they had been ſuſpeRted : And yet I ban't been altogether 
free from their Malice ;, for behold ( and then he made bare his 
Left Arm to the Elbow, and ſhewed it; which had been al- 
ways dried up, as it were, and wither'd from his Birth) hom 
miſcbievouſiy they bave cauſed this dear Limb of mine to wither, 
and grow uſeleſs * And thus ſhould all my Body bave been ſery'd, 
cu'd they have bad but their Wills 4 little longer. 10 
Thoſe Lords who knew the Queen's Religious Life, cou'd 


not but think that the Protector was driven to very hard Shifts 


thus to accuſe her of Sorcery, and ſhew his wither d arm as a 
Proof of it, which they well knew had been ſo from his Birth; 
which made em fit gazing one upon another, not knowin 
what to ſay : Until Haſtings (who ſuſpected nothing agai 
himſelf, but was not well pleaſed that he was not as well made 
privy to this intended Stratagem, as to the Tragedy that was 
that Day to be executed at Pomfret) ſtood up, and laid; If the 
Queen have conſpir d Before Haſtings cou'd proceed any 
farther, the Protector, ſeeming to be in a great Paſſion, wit 
a frowning Look clapp'd his Hand upon the Board, 2nd ſaid to 
him, Thou Traitor ' Tell'fl thou me «f I and Ands ? I tell thee, 
They, and none but they, have done i:: And thou thy ſelf art net 
m'y acquainted with the Villany, but 4 Partner in it; which I will 
mike good upon thy Body. Upon this, (the Cue being given be- 
fore) ſeveral Perſons in the outward Chamber, cry'd Treaſon! 
Treaſon! Whereupon ſeveral Armed Men came ruſhing in, as it 
were, to guard the Protector; one of which ſtruck at the Lord 


Strange, and wounded him on the Head; nor had he eſcap'd 


ſo, had he not flipp'd backward, and fallen down to the 
Ground. Upon the Coming in of theſe Armed Men, the Pro- 
tefor arreſted the Lord Haſtings for High · Treaſon, 9 


. 


nim make haſte to be confeſs d; for he ſwore 


Vice cortected, commiſerated her Puniſhment, as proceed- 
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(which was his uſual Oath ) That be wou d neither w Fav 
nor Drink, till be bad bis Heal from bis Shoulders: And he was 
as good as his Word; for he was immediately hurried away 
oP on a Log that lay on th? Green near the Chappel in the 
Tower, was preſently beheaded. _ | | 
And here, methinks, I cannot but adore the Secret Workings 
of Divine Providence ; and obſerve how certainly Sin and Guilt 
dogs Men to Deſtruction : For this Lord Haſtings was one of 
thoſe that ſo barbarouſly ſtabb d their Poniards into the inno- 
cent Prince Edward's Breaſt, the Son of King Henry the Sixth; 
and now Divine Vengeance has paid off that Scarce ; cauſing 
his Blood to be unjuſtly ſhed, that unjuitly ſhed the Blaod of 
another: But there is yet ſomething more Remarkable in this 
Lord's Death, which directly points out his Sin in his Puniſh. 


ment: The Duke of Glouceſter had made him his Tool, in 


the Ap rehending and. Impriſming of the Earl Rivers, and 
the reft of the Queen's Relations; and by his Contrivance t 

were beheaded at Pomfret that very Day on which, by the like 
Contrivance of Buckingbam, he was beheaded in the Tower ; And 
as they were put to Death without any Trial, and without any 
Crime; ſo was he here; Tho it .cannot be deny'd but that 


God's juſt Judgment was executed upon him by the Protector? 


unjuſt Sentence. But to proceed, | 

After Haſtings was beheaded, to give that haſty Execution 
the better Colour, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Biſhop 
of Ely, the Lord Stanley, and divers others, were preſently 
made Priſoners, and committed to ſeveral Chambers in the 


Tower ; and a Proclamation preſently publiſh'd againft the Lord 


Haſtings; wherein his foul Charge was (et down in ſo fair a 
Writing, ingroſſed in Parchment, that one who ſaw it, could 
not forbear to ſay, It was written by Prophecy. 

Ang preſently upon this, aue Shores Lodgings were nar- 
rowly ſearch d, and thoroughly ranlack d; not ſo much to find 
any ching there that might juſtifie his Charge againſt her, as 
to get what they could find; taking away to the Value of 3990 
Marks in Jewels, Plate, Money, and Houſhold - ſtuff, even all 
that ever ſhe had; which was feiz'd to the King's Uſe, and 


| the her ſelf committed to Priſon. The Crime laid to her 


barge was Witchcraft, pretended to he wrought againſt the 
Protector's Perſon ; which when they cou'd by no means make 


good againſt her, yet that they might make her obnoxious to 


the Tongues of the Multitude, ſhe was charg'd with Inconti- 
nency, of which ſhe was indeed guilty, both in the late Reign 
with King Edward the Fourth, and after his Death with the 
Lord #attings : And for this ſhe was judg'd to do open Pe- 
nance z. which ſhe underwent with ſuch a penitent Deportment, 
that it drew Pity from the Beholders; inſomuch that they 
which bated her former Courſe of Life, and were glad to ſee 


ing 
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ing more from the Protector's Malice, than a Deſire of her 
Reformation. | e, 1 f 

The Protector having thus clear'd the Foundation, by re- 
moving his Enemies our of the way, and ſufficiently temper d 
his Mortar with Blood, to make it the more ftrong and bind- 
ing, he now began to lay the Groundwork of his Uſurpation 
upon the Ilegitimacy of the two young Princes; pretending 
that the King their Father was neyer lawfully married to the 
Queen their Mother; but was before God, Husband to the 
Lady Elizabeth Lu. This, as it had ſomething of Truth in 
point of Fact, (for it is ſaid he was betrothed to her ) fo be- 
ing Matter of Divinity in po of Right, it was agreed, that 
a Chaplain to the Duke of Buckingham ſhould open the Caſe 
at large in a Sermon at Paul's Crofs ; who taking his Text from 
that Place where it is ſaid, That Baſtard Plants ſhall not inherit; 
he ſo over-aCted his Part, that he not only made King Edward's 
Children Baftards, but himſelf too; and all the Children of 
his Father the Duke of York, the Protector only excepted ; 
who he ſaid was the Expreſs Image of his Father, and pre- 
ordained by God, to the great Charge of the Kingly Office. 
But all this was deliver'd with ſuch an apparent Air'of Flatrery 
and Diiſimulation, that the Preacher nor believing himfelt; 
tis no Wonder that the People gave ſo littie Credit to him; 
that inſtead of crying out thereupon ( as *twas expected they 
ſhould) God ſave Xing Kichard; they cry'd out, The Devil rake 
the ſhameleſs Preacher, | 

This Scorn put upon the Priefts, or rather upon the Pro- 
tector, did not yet ſo deter bim, but that two days aſter he 
ſent the Duke or Backingkam into the City, to ſee whether his 
Authority would move the People, more than the Doctor's 
N * De 2 to 1 +, Gnild- 
Hall, That ai the Nobility judging the Iſſue of King Edward ſpurzons, 
had choſen the Duke of Courier 70 ed pep fra expected 2 De- 
claration of their Conſents ; But as it was not likely that they 
who but two days before cou'd not be moy'd, when they were. 
told the Lord from Heaven had made Choice of him, ſhould 

now concur in the Election of any Lords on Earth; ſo'neither 
cou'd the Rhetorick of his Greatneſs prevail for any other 
Confirmation, than what was couch'd under the higheſt Silence. 
Tbis gave little Satisfaction to his'Lordſhip, becauſe he, knew * 
it would give none to his Maſter 3 and therefore rather than 
depart'without ſomething like a Vote at leaſt, he ſecretly or- 
der'd ſome few of his own Servants at the lower end of the” 
Hall, to throw up their Caps, and cry, King Richard, Ning 
Richard ! Which Impudence of theirs, tho it was a furprize to” 
the greateſt part of the Hall, and ſeconded by no Body, 
yet the Dake taking it up at the firſt Rebound, improv'd it 
into a Uninimous Confent, and aid it was 4 goodly Cry, and 
ſuch as thew'd their Univerſal Approbabation. And thtreup” 
of! fequir'd the Mayor (who -who was a Tool fitted for the* 
. : purpose by 


11 
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| purpoſe) with his Fraternity, to meet him the next day at 
the Protector's Court in Beynard's-Cafile, in order to petition 
him to accept of their freely offer d Subjection. 


One wou d have thought by what had paſt, that the Citi. 


zens had been endew'd with ſuch inflexible Honeſty, that they 
wou d never have complv'd with the Protector's Deſign, but 
it ſeems he had in one Nights time made ſuch an Intereſt a. 
mong em, as had brought em to ſuch a. Compliance, as to 
ſuffer. themſelves to be made Properties in that ridiculous 
Pageaniry of State which the next day producd; when the 
Duke of Buckingham made it ;uch a mighty piece of Pifficul- 
ty to get the Protector to ſhew himſelf to em out of a high 
Y, for nearer he was not to come; not knowing (as it 
was tu be ſuppos d by, the People) what the intent of their 
Addrels «as, until his Grace ſaluted bis Highneſs with the 
following: Speech: (which was chiefly: to inſtruct the People 
what they were come about; for they only were ignorant of 
| the Matter.) | 


May it pleaſe. your Highneſs, The Lenguiſhing Eft ate of the 
Common-wealth requires ſpeedy help; which can no way be procur d, 
amleſs your Highneſs, to whom alone the Government thereof does 
of Kight belong, will at the earneſt and bumble Entreaty of the No- 
bility and Gentry here preſent, undertake as King the ſole Mana- 
ging of the Affairs of the Kingdom, and accept of the volumary 
Tender of their due Allegiance ; who are very well ſatisfied not only 
of the Fuſtice, but of the Neceſſity there is of your taking the 
Mal Autbority upon you. . | 


At this, the Uſurper ſtarted back, as a Man ſtruck Dumb 
with Paſſion. for a while; but after he ſeem'd to have reco. 
ver'd himſelf, and conquer d his Anger and Amazement, he 
good Man, return'd to his wonted Clemency, and gently. re- 
proach'd the Duke his Couſm of. Unkindneſs, ſaying, I 1itzle 
thought, good Couſin, that you of all Men wou'd. have made a Moti- 
on to me td embrace that, which of all things in the World I always 
reſolu d to decline ; Far be it from. me ta accept of that, which with- 
out og to my dear deceaſed: Brother's ſweet Children, and niy 
own upright Conſcience, I can never approve of. This the Wretch 
ſpoke Trembling, as doubting the Multitude might cloſe with 
him, and cry, Amen. But ſcarce were the Words out of his 
Mouth, before the Duke, ſeemingly out of his Sen'es, tranſpor- 
ted with à juſt Indignation, to ſee their profer'd Love ſcorn d; 
Reply'd, like a truly Loyal Traytor as he was, Sir, I muſt fur- 
tber add, That it i ſo well known, that your Brother's Children are 


Baſtards, they ſhall never be adminted to the Crown of England; ant 
therefore if your Hi 47 75 Hall neither regard your ſelf nor us, ſo 
7 


much as to accept the Truſt; We. are direftly determin'd to con 


it upon ſome one of the Houſe of Lancaſter, that will have re pelt 


to the general Good, © 
9 This 
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This Speech of the Duke made the Crocodile weep ; and 


"ow acknowledging he was not born for himſelf, he fo far de- 
yd himſelf, as to accept the Honour thruſt upon him ; ſince 
the Right of the Inheritance of the Crown belong'd to him, 
>the indubitable Heir of Richard Plantagenet, Duke of Tork, 
dis moſt Illuſtrious Father. And 8 he deſcended from 
the upper Gallery, where he had ſtay d all the while before, 
ind came down, and formally ſaluted them all, which made 
the giddy Multitude Eccho to the Duke their Speaker, and 


Richard, God ſave King Richard. | 
Theſe were the Secret Steps by which Glouceſter made his 
aſcent to the Throne; and thus paſs'd away. the imaginary 
Reign (for it was ſcarce any other) of King Edward the 
fifth 3 who whilſt this grand Intrigue was carrying on, was 
with his Brother entertain'd with Sports and Paſtimes, proper 
for their Years: And care was taken that. they bod d know 
nothing of what their Unkle was doing; tho? the laſt Scene in 
this Bloody Tragedy was to be acted upon them; as we ſhall 
ſee in the Reign of their Unkle, who after the Interlude at 
Aynard's Caſtle, took upon himſelf the Title of King. 


T H. 


ay out all (as if it had been with one Voice) God ſave King 
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King RIC HARD the Third, 
E . ins Ric HARD the Third was Brother to Edward 
K the Fourth, and Unkle to Edward the Fifzb ; who bevin 


nſinped the Crown from his Nephew, made it bis next Buſ. 


neſs to tage away both bis Liſe and bis Brother's, that be might 


reign without any Competition. The two Toung Princes being 
up in the Tower, be cauſed to be ſtifled in their Beds, From which 
time the Duke of Buckingham projected his Ruine, who had been 
the chief Tnjtriiment in his Elevation: For there was then at the Court 
of Britain in France, Henry Earl of Richmond, of ibe Houſe of 
Lancaſter, to whom the Crown was propoſed, with this Provi(s, 
That le ſhould marry Elizabeth, Eldeſt Daughter of King Edward 
tbe Fuurh, whereby the Houſes of York and Lancaſter ſbould b: 
united into One. But before the Plat took effect, rbe Duke loft bis 
Head, who being apprebended, Richard, without any Form of Trydl, 
or am Regard to his former Services, order d his Execution. Soon 
| after this, the Earl of Richmond landed with 4 ſmall Force at Mil. 
ford-Haven. And as he advanced forward, being ſtill reinforced, 


be at laſt encountred Richard at Boſworth in Leiceſterſhire ; the 


Fight was ſharp and obſtinate, but ſucceſsful to Henry; who by 
115 ſingle Hab, got the Crown, Re Lene Filed bn the Fight : 
And ſo ended the Life of this Tyr ant, having only Reign'd Two Tears, 
two Months, and five Days; Ending bis Reign the 22d of Auguſt, 
148 5. Thus far his General Hiſtory. 


His Secret Hiſtory began from his Birth; for he was born a 
Monſter in Nature, and brought into the World to be 2 
Plague to it; delighting in Blood fo early, that it did not ap- 
pear he cou d then have any other Deſign in the ſhedding of 
it: I ſay, it did not appear; but tho it did not then appear 
he had any Self-End therein , yet by what after follow'd, there 
was Ground enough to doubt that by thoſe early Murders of 
Prince Edward and his Father, Henry the Sixth, he had a Secret 
Aim at the Crown, even in his Brother's Life-time ; and by 


their Murders, defign'd not ſo much to fix his Brother on the 


Throne: 


King RICHARD the Third. 145 


Throne, but to cut off for himſelf as many as he thought 
mizht prove his Competitors; of which the Murder of his 
Elder Brother, the Duke of Clarence, leaves no room to doubt. 
And perhaps his Brother — Ed ward ſent his Son the Prince 
ſo far out of the way, attended by his Mother's Relations, 
that ſo he might be out of his Unkle's Clutches, till he was 
able to defend himſelf from his Secret Machinations; which 
Prudence of the Father, was yet too weak to avert that Deſti- 
ny which ſo ſoon aftef King Edward's Death, overtook both his 
Sons. | 

We have already ſhewn the Secret Steps he took, and what 
Inftruments he made uſe of to aſcend the Throne, and in 
what manner the Tyrant came to aſſume the Title of King; 
I will now trace him a little further, and ſhew what Methods 
he took to confirm himſelf in tha: Power. 

The next Day after the Mob had ſaluted the Uſurped King 
at Zaynard's Caſile, he rid with a great Train, to Weſtminſter- 
Hall; where ſecretly deſigning to ingratiate himſelf amongſt 
the People, he ſeats himſelf upon tie King's Bench, (who 
ought to have been arraign'd as a Traitor at the Bar) and 
there tells the People, It was 4 Principal Part of the Duty of 4 
good King, carefully to lot to the due Adminiſtration of the Muni- 
cipal Laws of the Kingdem ; in which part he wou'd take care not 
to be defective. After which, ſhewing in a ſhort Speech the 
Bleſſings of Peace, and the Miſeries of Diſſention, he caus'd 
a general Proclamation to be made of Pardon and Oh'ivion ; 
to which that he might give the better Colour, and make 
it look like a Reality, he caus'd one Frgge (who had formerly 
flander'd him with Matter of Truth) to be ſent for out of 
SanQtuary at Weſtminſter, ( whither he had fled to prevent the 
ProteRor's Anger) and preſently ſet him at Liberty, cauſing 
him publickly to kiſs his Hand, that he might cry him up for 
a Gracious Prince. 

After his Return Home, ( as if to Murder, was to oblige 
the Relations of the murder'd Party) he procur'd the Conſent 
of the Lady Am, the youngeſt Daughter of the Great Earl 
of Warwick, and the Relict of Prince Edward, to be his Wife; 
tho' ſhe cou'd not be ignorant that he had been the Inſtru- 
ment, if not the Author of the Tragical Murthers both of her 
Hushand and his Father. 

But he wou'd not venture upon his Coronation, till he had 
ſent for Five thouſand Men out of the North, to guard him; 
his guilty Conſcience ſtill making him belieye he was furroun- 
ded with Dangers, the there was none but what the Horror 
of his own Wickedneſs created within him. His Guards be- 
ing come up, on the Fourth of Fuly, he and his new Bride 
went from Baynard's Caſtle to the Tower by Water; where he 
conferr'd ſeveral new Honours upon divers Perſons ; and re- 
leas d out of Priſon the Archbiſhop of Tor, but committed 
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the Biſhop of Eh to the Cuſtody of the Duke of Buckingham, 
Who t ok Order to haye him ſent to the Caftle of Brecknock in 
Wales, On the next Day he rid in great State through the 
City, from the Tower to Weſtminſter 3 and on the Day follow. 
ing, both he and his Queen were crown'd. After which, he 
7 gave Licenſe to all the Nobility to depart to their ſeveral Ha- 
bitations, except the Lord Stanley, whom he had made Stew. 
ard of his Houſhold. At the Departure of the Nobility from 
him, he gave them a ſtrict Charge to be careful to maintain 
the Truth of Religion, to preſerve the Peace and Quiet of 
the Kingdom, and to prevent all Abuſes that might happen to 
his Subects: Which was the giving them a Leſſon he never 

/ meant to learn himſelf. . 


But the Cor cluſion of the Tragedy is yet to come; the two 

young Princes are ſtill living, and he knows the Crown he wears | 

upon his Head, is ſo long none of his: And therefore they þ 

muſt now be taken off to make him eaſier. The manner of b 
whoſe Death he was not yet reloly'd upon: He has em ſafe in 20 

his Slaughter houſe; but while they are living, he thinks he 00 

i; not ſate : Their Infancy and Innocency requires it to be 1 

done Secretly ; He therefore ſent one of his execrable Inftru- i 
meats, one ohn Green, (while himſelf and his Queen were at A 
Glauce ſer ) to Sir Robert Brackgnbury, a Creature of his, of no 00 
mall Credit with him, preſently, upon Sight thereof, 10 take Order 

| for the Diſpatching out of the way thoſe two Bajlard-Brats, for ſo 
he termed them. But the Lieutenant, how bad ſoever the 
Uſurper thought him, was ſo honeſt, as to deteft the Buſineſs, 

and deny to perform the Command: With which Anſwer, 
Green return'd back to Warwick, ( for thither he was now re- 
mov'd) and having given him an Agcouht thereof, it caft 

him into a great Perp'exity, on a two-fold Account; firſt, that 

the Buſineſs was not done; and ſecondly, that he had diſco- 

- ver'd his Intention where it had been refus d: Which gave him 

ſo ſenlible a Trouble, that he with-drew to his Chamber, 
where, after he had given ſome Vent to his Paſſion, he enquir d 

8 _ of ſome of bis Pages whether they cou'd thiak of a Man, that 
—_ - to gain his Soveraign's Favour, wou'd hazard the Loſs of a 
Finger, or ſomewhat more? Upon this, one of his Pages 

reſently gave him Information ef one Sir Faines Tyrrel; who 

ad Leen very. ambitious of being employ'd in the Kings 

Service, and would not make any Difficulty of hazarding a 
Limb, on that account. The King was { impatient till he had 
ſpoke with him, that he commanded Him to be call'd out of 
Bed: And to him he imparted his Mind; telling him, That now 
he bad an Opportunity to put into his hand, whereby be might pu. 
chaſe his perpetual Favour. The Villanous Knight was as greedy 
of. the Employment, as the King was to have it effected; 
whereupon the nexe Morning he is difpatch'd with a Letter 
| ; 5 Iandatory 


King RICHARD the Third 147 
Mandatory to Sir Rohert Brackenbury, to ſurrender up the Keys 
of the Tower for a time to the Bearer, Sir Famer Hrrel; which 
was accordingly obey'd. . . | 

Sir Fames having before-hand furniſh'd himſelf with a couple 
of Villains, who had been ſo fluſh'd'in Blood, that the Cuſtom 
took away the Senſe of the Sin; employ'd 'em ( the ſecond 
Night after he had the Keys deliver d to him) to ſmoother 
the poor innocent Princes in their Beds; which they effected 
accordingly, and buried them under the Stairs, under a heap 
of Stones; from whence they were afterwards removed to a 
Place of Chriſtian Burial, by Sir Robert Bratkenbuy's Chaplain z 
who dying ſuddenly after, was the Occaſion the Place of their 
Burial cou'd not be found; which afterwards ſerv'd” to-counte- 
nance the Impoſture of Perkin Warbeck, and others. Bur in 
the Reign of King Charles the Second, as they were occaſionally 
digging in the Tower, at the' Place where the poor Prieſt had 
baried them, they found the Coffin, and in it the Bones of 
both the Princes; as well his whom Ferkin Warbeck perſonated, 
as the King bis Brother: Upon which Diſcovery, King Gharles 
commanded the Coffin to be given into the Cuſtody of Sit 
Thomas Chichely, Maſter of the Ordinance; to whom the King 
intruſted the making of a fitting Monument for them in the 
abbey of Weſtminfler, Of the Death of theſe young Priu- 
ces, thus Alen writes, in his Hiſtory of Hemy the Seventh. 


Twin-Brethren by their Deaths What fil they 
| one 
0 Richard ſees a Fault that they were in ; 
*T was not an Actual, but a Mortal One; 
They Princts were : *Twas an Original Sin: 
Why ſhou'd fo ſweet a Pair of Princes lack 
* Their Innocents-Day i th Engliſh Almanack? 


But here ſtand ſtill, and gaze ' Their Father did 
Richard inſtruct, Henry the Sixth to N 
Their Father taught him, by the Blood he fhed, 
The Art how he his Children's Blood might ſpills 
Who value others Blood at a low Rate, 
Da thereby make their own the cheaper Bait. 


# 
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Sir Fame, Jyrel having thus finiſh'd the Tragedy of the 
Young Princes, and ſent his Agents into the Low. Countries, 
poſts to the Uſurper, to receive the Reward of his Villany; 
which was only at firft good Words and great Promiſes; 
but was never either preferr'd or employed by him after. 
wards; But ſcorn'd and deteſted by all that knew what he 
had done; was ahandon'd by his own Brother, and became 
a Burden to himſelf, And ſuch is uſually the juſt Reward - 
of thoſe that pawn their Souls to purchaſe uncertain Pre- 
ferment ; For as good Phyſicians do not love Poiſon, tho 
ſometimes they make uſe of it in their Medicines, fo nei- 
theg do they affect the Traitor, who are willing enough to 
take Advantage of his Treaſon. 


King Richard having thus rid his hands of his Nephevs, 
finds now he is able enough to ſubſiſt of himſelf, without 
Buekingham's further Aid or Advice; and therefore begins by 
degrees to wean himſelf from him, and carry it more ſtrange 
and coldly towards him: And then firſt delays, and at laſt 
denies to perform the Agreement ſo ſolemnly ſtipulated be- 
tween em; and yet pretends to carry it fairly to him not- 
withſtanding. The Duke was ſenfible enough of his own Me- 
Tits, and of King Kichard's bloody Diſpolition 3 he had there- 
fore ſo much Cunning as to carry it fairly, as well as the King; 
tho' in his Heart he began to be eſtranged from him, yet he 
plays with him at his own Weapon; for he thought it better 
to be content for the preſent with a ſmall Loaf, than to 
have no Bread at all; and therefore, with all the Profeſſions 
of Integrity, and formal Reſpect, he takes his Leave of the 
King, and repairs to his own Caſtle of Brecknock, The Truth 
is, both Richard and he were a couple of Villains; for Bucking- 
ham had been his great Tool (as we have ſeen before) both 
in helping to deſtroy the Queen's Relations, and after that 
the Lord Haſtings, becauſe he wou'dn't be ſo great a Villain 
as they 3 then he carries on the Deſign of making the young 
Princes Baſtards, and ſo of depoſing King Edward, and ſet- 
ting up the Uſurper: And now that he's deny'd the Re- 
vard or his Villany, he repents of what he had done; but 
had Richard gratify'd him according to his Stipulation , he 
wou'd both have juſtify'd and applauded. the worſt of all his 
Actions. But let us trace things a little further, and we 
ſhall ſee how juſtly Divine Providence brings the Sins of 
wicked Men upon their own Heads, and makes em inſtru- 
mental to deftroy each other. 

The Duke, upon bis repairing to his Caftle of Brecknock, 
finds there his Priſoner the Biſhop of Ely, whom Richard had 
committed to his Cuſtody; and now entertains him more 
like a Friend than a Priloner: And indulging the * 


1 


way rely; and that 
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the Liberty of Converſation with him, takes Occaſion to dif- 
courſe of the preſent State of Affairs; which Diſcourſe the 


Biſhop entertain'd with all the Caution and Warinefs jmagr 


nable ; for tho he perceiv'd there was ſome Difference be- 
tween King Richard and the Duke; yet he was very loth that 


his Head fhou'd be the Means of reconciling em: And there- 


fore wou'd put off ſuch Diſcourſes, with ſaying, He had waded 
too far into the Occurrences of this World; and ' therefore” was 
now reſoly'd wholly to apply himſelf to bis Books and Beads, 
and th turn his Meditations on the World io come. The Duke 
well enough perceiv'd the Reaſon of the Biſhop's Shinefs 3 
and therefore with many reiterated Proteſtations of Secretly, 
importun'd the Biſhop to expreſs his. Opinion of the preſent 
Condition of King Richard, and the Validity of his Title to 
the Crown of Eneland; telling him, He defir'd bis Faithful and 
Secret Counſel , as one upon whoſe Ability and integrity be cou'd every 

7 this Purpoſe it was, that he bad pro- 
cur d leave from the then Protector to have him committed to 
his Cuſtody, that he might with more Conveniency, Freedom, and 


Safety, enjoy the Benefit of this reti d Converſation with bim: 


Aſſuring him, That he ſhou'd here find more Safety and Reſpect 
than he cou'd. have met with in any otber Place. The Biſhop 
gave him many Thanks for his undeſerved Favour, deſiring 
the Continuance of it; but prudently told him, That Princes 
were like Fire, which tho at a diſtance it might give warmth ; 


yer if rouch'd, wou'd burn; and therefore he deſir'd not to enter- 


tain himſelf with ſuch dangerous Subject : For Words, added 
the Biſhop, «re ſo ſubject to 2Mſconſtrudtion, that they are oftner 
taken according to the Will of the Heaver, than the Intention of 
the Speaker , ; Ty according to the common Proverb, That only 
is well ſpoken, which is well taken. But by how much the 
Biſhop ſeem'd willing to weve this Diſcourſe, ſo much the 
more eager was the Duke to know his Mind, 

At length, the Duke's Importunity prevail'd fo far, that 
ſitring privately together one Evening, after Supper, the Duke 


having engag'd his Hoffour, laving his Hand upon his George, 


and calling his Maker to witnels, That whatever the Biſhop 
ſhou'd ſay to him, ſhou'd be buried in Silence, and never go 
any further: the Biſhop diſclos'd his Mind fully to him; 
ſhewing him at large, 7/.4t Richard's Proceedings were bighly 
Wicked and Criminal, his Ambition unſufferable, his Bloody De- 


fiens intolerable, and bis uſurped Government tyrannical; whereby 


the Honour and Welfare of the Kingdom were in apparent Dan- 


ger. And then with great Earneſtneſs, both of Speech and 


Geſture, he further ſaid, Str, I adjure you, by the Faith you owe 
te God, by the Care you have of your Poſterity, by your Oath made 
to St, George, the Patron nf that Honourable Order of the Garter, 
whereof you are 4 deſerving Companion; by the true Affection you 
bear to your Native Country, and _ Love to Vertue and Integriiy. 

3 That 
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Thas you will not be averſe to, (but. bravehy {econd that Honeſt and 


Honourable Expedient thut 1 ſhall propoſe unto your Grace: Fer . 
thereby all Tyrannical uſurpation may be ſuppreſs d, Juftice ad. : 
wanced, and future Peace everleſtingly eſlabliſbed ; which G 0 D of ; 
his infinite Bounty will vouchſafe to eccompliſb, if you will, wi ; 
whar convenient ſpeed you may, provide 4 fit and undiſparagable ; 
Match for the Eldeſt Daughter of Edward our late King, And if : 
with any Poſſibility it may be obtain d. let bim be ſuch a Perſon 45 . 
may re · unite the long ſince ſevered Bearings of the Red Roſe and 


the Mhite: For then will all inteſt ine Broils be pacified, and every 


one ſhall freely enjoy the happy Benefit of the now ſo much-deſired 
e each nth * 


The Biſhop had no ſooner ended his Speech, but the Duke, 
lifting up his Eyes to Heaven, put off his Hat, and ſaid, 7. 
ghee, O Heavenly Father, ſol: Giver of every good and perfect Gift, 
from the Altar of my humbleſt Heart, I render all poſſible Praiſe 
and Thanks, for that thou haſt given Ability, through thy gracious 
Spirit, to thu thy Servant, 10 invent 4 fair Means, whereby thy 
Glory may be propagated, Innocency preſerved, and Inhumanity pu- 
mſhed, the Good — Quiet of thy People procured, and every true 
{taps bave juſt Cauſe to rejoyce in thee. And then putting on 

is Hat again, he ſpake to the Biſhop as followeth. 


«© At what time my Brother-in-Law Jeſt this Life, (for 1 
* preſume it is not unknown to you that King Edward and I 
* marry'd two Siſters ) 1 began to conſider with my ſelf 
© what little Advantage I receiv'd from ſuch my Marriage 
* at his hands; notwithſtanding my Readineſs to do him all 
y 4 the Service I cou'd. I will not therefore deny, that the 
4c little Kindneſs I ever received from him; made me have 
* but a very indifferent Eſteem for him, and a leſs for his 
4 Children: And then remembring the Old Proverb, That 
« the Realm often ruts, where Children reign, and Women bear 
« ſway; 1 cou'd not but be perſwaded that much Miſchief 
„ and Difturbance wou'd befall the Whole Kingdom, if either 
the young King were ſuffer d to ſway the Scepter, or the 
* Queen-Mother admitted to have the Government; and 1 
« was the rather inducd to think ſo, becauſe her Brother's 
% Children, by a fcrmer Husb and, tho of no very Ancient | 
* Nobility, alum d a greater Power to themſelves in mana- 
« ging of State-Aﬀairs, than either the Deceaſed King's Bre- 
* thren, or any — ory ot the Realm: And therefore, to 
pre vent further Miſchief, I thought it expedienr,- for the 
« Publick Good, (and my own particular Intereſt) to join with 
es the Duke of Glouceſter, whom I then believed to be as free 
* from Diffimulation, and as far from Injuſtice, as I now, to 
my Coft, have found him to be a Perjur d Difſembler, and 
Cruel Tyrant; and thereupon I fided with him; and by 
*. 5 \ 1 0 my 
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i my ſo'e Labour and Induſtry, (without the leaft Suſpicion» 
« J proteſt, of what happened afterward ) he was at the firft 
« Council held after the Death of King Edward, (as you my 
« Lord Biſhop, very well. know ) procured to be made Prote- 


& or roth of King and Kingdom; whereto he had no ſooner _ 


« attain'd, but by like Policy he got into his Cuſtody his two 
« innocent Nephews, the King and the Duke of York. Then 
« he began to ſolicite me, ſometimes endeavouring to per- 
« (wade, and at other times threat'ning by Force to take 
te upon him the Execution of the Regal State an] Govern- 
© ment of this Kingdom, till the young King had atrain'd 
the Age of Four and twenty Years: Which Project, in re- 
e gard the Example was without Precedent; and that it would 
de more ſtrange to have an Ambitious Mind diveſt himſelf 
'* of that Eminent Power once obtain'd, than for him at 
© that Inftant to effect it, I ſeem'd not well to reliſh it; and 
« the rather, for that I found by the Countenance of what 
were then at the Council-Table, that he was unprovided 
« of Seconds to back his Propoſition. But ſince that Pro- 
<« poſition didn't anſwer his ExpeQation, he went another 
« way to work, (which he made alſo a colourable Pretext 
for what ke had already moved) he produced many (at 
« leaſt ſeemingly) Authentick Inſtruments and Reſolutions, 
upon De poſitions of credible Witneſſes, ſubſcribed by the 
« Civilians and Canoniſts, the moſt Famous in theſe Times 
for Judgment and Learning, by whom it was reſolved and 
* ſo adjudged, That the Children of King Edw:rd the Fourth 
„ere to be reputed illegitimate, and no way capab'e of 
« the Inheritance of the Crown: Which Oyerture then 
“ ( unfeignedly I ſpeak it) I thought as real and true, as I 
* know now that the Deponents Names were counterfeited, 
* and the whole Buſineſs forged. Theſe Depolitions and 
* Reſolutions thus by him produced, were read, and throngh- 
* ly debated by us at tie Counal-Table, and long diſcuſ- 
* {ed upon; until the Protector himſelf ſtood up, and ſaid, 
* My Lords, As on the one part, I and your Lordſhips are moſt 
willing that King Edward's Chi'dren ſpould receive n9' Injury ; 
* ſo on the other fide, I beſeech you, do not you be the Occafim 
'* that I ſuffer apparent Wrong : For this Poin: being thus cleared, 
« that my Brother's Sons are mt inheritable, bebold me, the ur- 
* queſtionable and undoubted4 Heir of Richard Plantagenet, Duk-' 
© of York, my deceaſed but dear Father, who was by Authority «f 
Parliament adjudged and proclaimed lawful Heir ef the Crown 
« of England. Whereupon ws filly ſeduced Men, thinking all 
„ that had been laid before us, was Real. and Authentick , 
“gave Conſent, That in regard the Duke of Clarence's Son, 
© by reaſon of the former Attainder of his Father, ( bendes 
* his objected Illegitimacy too) was diſabled to carry the In- 
* hgritance) to accept*of the Bramb'e for our King and 
ons oh L 4 Soveraign 
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** Soveraign Lord: Which I was the rather induc'd to do, by 
© how much he had often, with ſolemn Proteftations, both 
* Publick and Private, given me his faithful Promiſe, that the 
two young Infants ſhop'd no ways be abus d; hut that they 
4 ſhou'd have ſuch ſufficient Aſſurance for Maintenance, as! 
and the reſt of the Nobility ſhou'd well like and approve 
| of. Which how well he hath performed, judge you: 
„When he was no ſooner, by my Procurement, from a Pri. 
vate Perſon, made Protecter; and from a Subject, ſole So- 
« yeraign, but he caft down the Ladder by which he had 
« climb'd to bis Preferment, changing his Manners with his 
** Honours : And not only denied me to enjy the Liberty of 
* © my undoubted Right, as touching the Earldom of Hari 
1 ford, unjuſtly detain d frem me by his Predeceſſor King Ed. 
« ward, and which at cur firſt Conference about thoſe Pro- 
, ceedings, this Richard with many execrable Oaths and Pro- 
“ miſes afſured me, but kept touch in nothing of what was 
< formerly concluded between us; but inſtead of that, 1 
4 was treated with Diſdain, and with rude and uncivil Lan- 
** guage; denying that I any ways aſſiſted, but rather op- 
pos d him in his obtaining the Crown : Yet this his foul 
*-Ingratitude, and barbarous Unkindneſs, I for the preſent 
* patiently ſuffer d; but when 1 received certain Knowledge 
* of the unnatural Murder of his two Natural Nepheus, I 
* became fo tranſported with Hatred and Indignation, that 
I coud hardly forbear publickly revenging their Death, 
* and my own Difgrace, in his own Court: Till better con- 
& ſidering the D; ubtfulneſs of the Event, I thought it more 
* lafe with Patience to wait a fitter Opportunity; and in 
the mean time taking Example from him, diſſemble and 
„ ſmother my own Reſentments, ſeeming to take no notice 
of his Unkindneſs, and appearing to be very well ſatisfyd 
* with the Uſage IT have receiv'd from him: Hoping that by 
this means I may more unperceivably compaſs my own 
Ends, and more certainly bring down upon his Head 
that Vengeance which he has ſo juſtly merited. In order 
« to which, I cbtain'd leave to retire my ſelf to this Place. 
Fut in wy Journey hither, I had wany tumulcuating 
© Thoughts in my Mind, by what means I might beſt ac- 
„ compliſh what I had ſecretly deſign'd; that js, to pull the 
<« Lion's Skin from that Uſurping Boar, that now makes ſuch 

* a Ravge in the Kingdom. | 
| 4 Firft , ] thought with my ſelf, that there was now a 
: * fair Path beaten out for me, (he being now, by the Mur. 
« der of his tender Nephews, grown deſpicable to God and 
« all good Men) to lay hold of the Crown; in regard 
< there was not one whom I cou'd then call to remembrance, 
« ejther of Power or Pretence ſuſficient to debar me from 
enjoy ing it; beirg no way unprovided of Means, CY 


8 


. © Conſideration, That if I once aſſumed the ſwaying of t 


© or Money, for Employment; and in this laſt Contem- 
« plation 1 continu'd a while, till afterwards it came into my 
Mind, that to come in by way of Conqueſt, wou'd prove both 
« difficult and hazardous; in regard moſt of the Nobility 
« and Gentry wou'd r me therein; if for no ther 
« End or Reaſon, yet for the Preſervation of their Tenures 
« and Titles, which in a Conqueror's Hands are liable to 
„ his Diſpoſal, | 

« Then I bethought my ſelf of a Title, and my Fancy 
e ſuggeſted to me, That the Lord Edmond Duke of Somerſet, 
© my Grandfather, was within Degrees lineally deſcended 
* from Fobn of Gaunt: For Edmond Beauford Earl Moryton, 
« was Son of John ſirnamed Beauford, of Beauford in France, 
* which came to the Houſe of Lancaſter by Blanch of Ar- 
& thoys, Wife to Edmond Firſt Earl of Lancaſter, Son of Fobn 
© of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter : That my Mother being Eldeſt 
« Daughter, I was next Heir to Henry the Sixth. And here- 
* upon I (et up my Reſt, thereon to lay a Foundation 
* whereon to ered my Building, But as God wou'd, have 
« it, whilſt my Brains were buſie, and as I rid debating 
„with my ſelf how I might ſet my Engines going to the 
<« beſt advantage, betwixt Worcefter and Bridgnorth J acciden- 
A tally encountred Margaret Counteſs of Richmond, the true 
© and only Heir of my Grandfather's Elder Brother, Fobn 
* Duke of Somerſet, who married Margaret Daughter and 
« Heir of Sir ohn Beuchamp of Bletſo, Knight; by whom he 
*© had Iſſue one only Daughter, Margaret, who married Ed- 
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mond of Hoddam, Son of Owen Jewdor by Queen Katherine, 


“ and Half Brother by the Mother to King Henry the Sixth. 
<© But ſhe was as abſolutely forgotten by me, as if I had never 
s ſeen or known her. Now the, and her Son Henry Earl of 
* Richmond, being both Outwork and Percullis between me 
* and that Port, which I muſt of neceſſity pals, if I ſhould. 
at any time attempt to enter into the Court-Royal of 
© Majeſty, my preſuppoſed Title was in my Imagination 
* ſcarce worth a Tittle. And herewithal calling to mind, 
* That thoſe inſeparable Dangers, inſupportable Cares, and 
* almoft unavoicable Troub'es, that are the conſtant Conco- 
« mitants of a Crown, are ſo imminent and numerous, that 
* no one, if he be bat a Man, can with Safety eſcape, well 
© undergo, or with Patience endure the leaſt of many of 
them; except by Lineal Deſcent the Law do caſt it upon 
„him, or that he be, by God's ſpecial Providence, as Dauid 
* was, before-appointed thereunto. And further taking into 


« Scepter, tho' I might perhaps be of ſufficient Ability to lay ho 
#* of it, yet on the one part I ſhou'd be ſure to find many 
* Foes, and but few faithful Friends; and on the other fide, 
* King Edward's Daughters and their Allies, whoſe Patieace 

© being 
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being ſo much abuſed, might ſtir up ſome to take their part: 
Or my Couſin Richmond, with his Friends and Followers, or 
. ſome diicontented Lords (for it wou'd be an impoſſible 
„thing to give full Satisfaction to all) wou'd be ever ſnatch. 
„ ing or ſnarling at me, upon every the leaft Oocaſion, and 
„ upon any Advantage 3 fo that in all likelibood my Life 
„ and Honour wou'd be always hanging but by a very ſlen- 
„der Thread; my Danger ſtill over-ballancing my Security 
2 and Repoſe: And therefore I from thenceforth concluded 
„ with my ſelf, to baniſn out of my Thoughts the building 
© of all thoſe Caſtles in the Air, which my Imagination had 
* form'd to it ſelf; reſolving with my {elf neither to look 
* after the Government of the Kingdom, either in my own 
* Right, or to my own Uſe; but watchfully to attend, if at 
"© any time it ſhou'd pleaſe God fo to order it, that an Op- 
poxtunity ſnhou d be put into my hand, whereby I might be 
* inſtrumental to relieve the Oppreſſed, and to pull down 
A the Oppreſſor; and now I am verily perſwaded that it 
* is the good Peaſure of the Almighty to make this the 
% Means by which both may he effected to his Glory: For 
the Earl of Richmond to take to Wife Elizabeth the Eldeſt 
Daughter of King Edward the Fourth. To bring which 
* about, neither my Perſon, Power, nor Purſe ſhall be want- 
ing: For by this Match, the two Houſes. of York and 
* Lancaſter , at this time ſo miſerably disjointed , may be 
*Ounited, and brought into Conjunction. And whereas my 
* Grandfather and Father did both loſe their Lives in abet- 
ting the fide of Lancaſter; I will now hazard mine, to 
* conjoin them both hand in hand. 


Tho this Speech of the Duke's be ſomewhat long, yet 
I do not believe it will be thought tireſome to the 
Reader, becauſe it gives ſo clear an Idea of the Cauſes of 
thoſe things, the Effects whereof we have in part already 
ſeen: For here the Duke ſeems to have laid open his whole 
Heart to the Biſhop: He ſhews what was the Cauſe of his 
Diſcontent under King Edward the Fourth, which begot in 
him a Prejudice againſt his Children; and how upon that 
Score he fell in with Richard; fearing the growing Power 
of the Queen's Relations under Edward the Fifth : He ſhews 
alſo the Villany and Baſeneſs of Richard, in producing the 
forged Deeds concerning the Baſtardy of the young Princes, 
in order to his own Acceſſion to the Throne. And honeftly 


tells the Biſhop, That the Cauſe of his Averſion to Richard 


was, his not making good the Matters ſtipulated between 
Mhem at their firſt: entring into League with each other; 
and that Richard was fo ungrateful, atter he had got into 
the Throne by his means, to deny that he any way aſ- 


: - fiſted him therem, And that the Duke (whatever King 


2 i Richard 
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iebard affirm'd to the contrary) was: fo N to him 
of his helping of him in, that he reſoly'd to help” him out 
again. And is ſo ingenuous as to tell him what a Mind he 
had to the Crown himſelf; and tho' by meeting the Coun- 
teſs of Richmond, whilſt he was buildir.g thoſe Caftles in the 
Air, as he himſelf calls em, he was put in mind that the 
Title of Earl Henry made his not worth a Tittle; yet it was 
from the Conſideration of the Difficulty of getting it, and 
the Danger of holding it, that he relinguiſh'd thoſe 
Thoughts. | 

However, this is certain, That from this Diſcourſe of the 
Biſhop and the Duke together, that Project was form'd 
for the Uniting of the Red and White-Roſes, that took 
from Richard both his Life and Kingdom at the Battel of 
Boſworth-Field, The Duke indeed, tho' he laid the Founda- 
tion of the Deſign, yet liv'd not to fee it accompliſh'd ,- 
tho the Biſhop did. For King Richard knowing he ha 
diſoblig'd the Duke; and alſo that he had a Politick and 
Deſigning Head-piece, grew jealous of him, notwithſtanding” 
all the fair Weather that the Duke made towards him. 
And therefore he had always a watchful Eye upon him: 
And having by ſome means or other learn'd ſomething of the 
Deſign of bis bringing in the Earl of Richmond, h: ſends for 
the Duke to come to London, with all the ſeeming Kindneſs 
and Friendſhip imaginable : But the Duke knew the King 
too well to truſt him any Pore; he knew that when he 
ſpoke fo fair, there were ſeven Abominations in his Heart, 
and therefore reſolv'd not to come at him; yet gave him 
no abſolute Denial, but put him off with dilatory Excu- 
ſes: Which the King knowing the Meaning of, as well as 
the Duke, ſent him a peremptory Meſſage to come forthwith 
away upon the Tye of his Allegiance : Upon which, the 
Duke, foreſeeing there muſt be now an open Breach , re- 
turns this Reſolute Anſwer, That be wou not, if be cou d 
cuoid it, have any Converſation with ſuch an Ingrateful, - 


Perjur 4 Inbumgne Butcher of his own Fleſh and Blood. 


— Fa. makes Preparation to defend himſelf by the 
word. 

The King, upon this, begins to march from London; 
and the Duke's Friends are in Motion in ſeveral Places, 
which yet cou'd not perſwade the King to ſeparate his 
Forces, nor divert him from marching towards the Duke 
of Buckingham; who having notice thereot , both readily 
and willingly ſets forward, bending his Courſe towards 
the Foreſt of Dean, intending at Glouceſter to have paſs d 
the Severn, and ſo-to have join'd his Forces with the 


| two Courtneys and the Weſtern Confederates ; but by the 


long Continuance of Wet Weather, the Waters thereabouts 
were riſen ſo high, that the Severn was broken out, 5 
8 a 
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had overflown all the Countries; ſo that it was a- thing im- 
ſible for the Duke's Forces to be tranſported 3 which the 
#elſh Men, who were drawn thither, more for Fear than Love 
took Advantage of, ſaying, It was 4 prodigious Token of theix 
1 Succeſs in the Enterprize, and ſecretly. by Night flipt 
away from him; whoſe Example the reſt following, the 
Duke upon this Disbanding was left to ſhift for himſelf - 
'Whereupon he diſmiſs'd all his Followers, and without ei. 
ther Page or Footman, repair'd to the Houſe of one Hum. 
phry Banniſter, who dwelt near Sbrewsbury, preſuming there 
be might ſafely lodge in Obſcurity, till the preſent Clouds 
of his Misfortune ſhou'd blow over; and he the rather choſe 
this Place, for that he had by many extraordinary Favours, 
obliged both this Banniſter, and his Father before him. But 
King Kichard having publiſh'd a Proclamation, That if any 
one cou'd bring Tidings of the Duke of Buckingham, (who 
was now proclaim'd a Traitor, and alt-his Lands and Goods 
ſeized into the King's Hands) ſo that the Duke might be 
apprehended; if the Perſon were a Bond-man , he ſhou d 
be manu-mitted 3 if a Free man, he ſhou'd have a General 
Pardon, and a Thouſand Pound current Engliſh Coin. Soon 
after which, this Banniſter, ( whether for Fear to offend the 
Law, or greedy Covetouſneſs to gain the Thoufand Pound, 
is yet diſputable) like an ungrateful Servant, perfidiouſly 
diſcovered his Maſter the Duke of Buckingham, to the Sheriff 
of Shropſhire, who thereupon apprehended him in a little 
Grove near Banniſter's Dwelling-Houſe; from whence he con- 
vey'd him to Shrewsbury, where King Richard then lay; and 
being from thence carry'd to Salisbury), he was there, with- 
out any Arraignment, or legal Proceedings, beheaded in the 
Publick Market-Place. And thus fell the Duke of Buckingham 
a Victim to Divine Juſtice, for the Bleod he had before had 
a hand in ſhedding; tho* moſt ingratefully and villanouſly 
murder'd (for it was no better) by King Richard. And tho' 
at preſent Richard triumph'd, yet had the Duke (as I have 
faid before) laid that Deſign that in the End ſhall bring 
this bloody King to his deſerved Puniſhment. As for Ban- 
niſter, whether he receiv'd the Reward promis'd in the Pro- 
clamation, tis uncertain; but that God's Judgments ſoon af- 
ter overtook him and his, is both very certain and remark- 
able; for he himſelf was afterwards hang'd for Manſlaughter, 
his Eldeft Daughter was debauch'd. by one of his Carters, 
and his Eldeſt Son and Heir grew diſtracted, and laid violent 
Hands upon himſelf, by which he miſerably dy'd. Theſe 
things I mention, as a proper Mirror for perfidious and trea- 
cherous Men to Jook into. 
The Uſurper, tho' the Duke of Buckingham was beheaded, 
was not therewith ſatisfied ; his inſatiate Thirſt after Blood 
cou'd not be fo quenched; and therefore made a diligent 
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Enquiry after all thoſe that might be ſuſpected to be Fa- 

vourers of Earl Richmond's Aſſociation; and cauſed one Col- 
lingborn, a harmleſs Countrey- Gentleman, to be hang d 
drawn and quarter'd, only for reproaching his chief Mini- 
ſters with a Silly Quibble upon their Beſtial Names, in the 
following Rhime: en” 2 


The Cat, the Rat, and Lovel the Dogg, 
Rule all England under the Hogg, 


And ſoon after Sir George Brown, and Sir Roger Clifford, were 
Executed at London, for being ſuppoſed to be the Earl of Rich- 
mond's Friends. Nay, Sir Thomas Sentleger himſelf, tho' he had 
married Anne, the Duke of Exeter's Widdow, who was the 
Kings own Siſter, far d no better; but with Thomas Rame Eſq; 
was Executed at Exeter, wt N | 

Thefe things made him appear fo ſordid, as well as ſo ſa- 
vage, to all Foreign Princes, that they refuſed to have any 


Commerce with him: Lewis the French King, (to whom he 


ſent to conclude a. League) ſo abhorr'd his Amity, that he 


' wou'd by no means ſee or hear his Ambaſſadors, but ſent them 


away with Diſgrace. The King of Scots, who had ſo lately 
ſubmitted to his Brother, defy'd him and all his Power,: as a 
beat: What Scorn the Duke of Britaign put upon him needs 
no other proof, than the hanging his Chief Miniſter for hold- 
ing Intelligence with him. Nor was he indeed in much bet- 
ter Eſteem at home than abroad: For tho he is by ſome cry d 
up for making good Laws, becauſe he paſs d that Act againſt 
Benevolences, in which was Enatted, That the Commonalty 
of the Realm ſhou'd in no wiſe be Charged with any Impoſi- 
tion call'd a Benevolence; yet that AR ſeem'd to be an Act 


fitted to the time he liv'd in; and 'tis very probable had never 


paſs d had he not known himſelf to be ſo generally hated, that 
he deſpair'd of ever having any Free-will Offerings. And yer 
it is poſſible he, as moſt Uſurpers, might Endeavour to fortify 


himſelf with good Conſtitutions, being as much afraid of the 
People, as they were of him: But it is not likely ſo wicked a 


Man, cou'd make a good King. Nor did his People think 
themſelves ſo obliged to him fur any of his good Acts, as to 
make him any Return of - Gratitude or Affection; but as 
ſoon as they had an opportunity, revolted from him to the Earl 
of Richmond: Inſomuch that where King Henry came to a Cloſe 
Diſpute with him, he found little Difficulty to Conquer him, 
tho Richard's Army wanted not Conduct, nor himſelf Cou- 
rage. But indeed, that which contributed moſt to his Ruine, 
was the Self. Condemnation which appear'd in his own Con. 


ſcience, Which he cou'd neitherSmother nor Conceal, the Terror 


of it being manifeſt. .. As appear d not only by the cauſleſs Jea- 
louſies he conceiv'd of thoſe of neareft Truſtabout him, ma- 
king the Duke of Buckmgham ang the Lord J andy, his too grea- 
CEA tel 
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teſt Friends bis Enemies; by ſuſpecting them to be ſo; but al. 
ſv by the poor Stifts hie made to ſupport his tottering Title; 
firſt marrying the Widdow of Prince Edward the Son of Hen. 
#9 ( whom he had murther'd ) to gain the Earl of Varwick on 
his fide; and after making her away, in hopes to marry his 
Neece, Elizabeth, Eldeſt Daugbter to his Brother King Ed. 
ward, and Strengthen himſelf with her Title, (notwithſtand- 
ing he had but a little before caus'd her, and all her Fathers 
Children, to be dectar'd INegitimate. ) Nay, ſo bruiriſhly 
wicked and deviliſh was he relolv'd to be; that if he had 
fail'd in his Defign of Marrying her, he fully purpos'd to 
raviſh her, and had actually accompliſb'd it, had not Fart 
Ricbmond( who knew the Danger that Lady was in) been ſo 
quick upon him, that he only adjour'd it till after he had ſup- 
Preſs d the Earl, as he intended to have done. 

Theſe low and vile Practiſes, as they ſhew d him rather Po- 
Frick than Wiſe, fo they gave ſuch an Umbrage to his own 
Party, and ſo ſhock d their Confidence, that (as if they 
had foreſeen his Fall by lirſtinct, before there were any vi. 
fible Symptoms of Decay in his Power) every Man ſeem'd 
Creſt· faln in his Court, a long time before they had any A. 
larm from Abroad: But after they had heard of the Arrival 
of the Earl of Richmond, he himſelf ſaw the Preſages of his 
Deſtiny in their Countenances; found they follou'd him as a 
Tyrant, rather than a King; drawn by a Principle of Fear, 
and not of Affection; which ſo ſenſibly diſquieted him within, 

that inſtead of being Couragious, he grew Deſperate. 
But now the Fatal Day was come! Both ſides being equally 
inclin d to fight; being thereto moved by their ſeveral Fears; 
Richard, of his being abandoned; the Earl, that his followers 
might grow weary ; either by the Incommodities they might 
Suffer, or by their Expences ; fince he had no Authority 2 
what tt.ey of their free Will gave him. But Richard's Con- 
dition was much worſe of the Two, for ſtill ſome or other 
fled from bim. S0 that ſeeking out à fit Place to fight 
in, he encamped himſelf near a Village called Boſworth; 
not far from Leiceſter, where having refreſhed his People, 
he prepared to fight. It is faid that the Night prece ling, 
he had in his fleep ftrange and frightful Apparitions, which 
he believed to be Devils; and that troubled him, and broke 
his fleep, leaving him ſo affrighted, that every one wondred 
at it. Whereupon he, who had always wont to appear 
Chearful in Fight, thought, that if now any Sadneſs th 
be difcovered in him, it wou'd be accounted Cowardiſe : 
And that therefore it was neceſſary for him to tell his Dream, 
that his Diftutbed Countenance being known to arife from 
another Cauſe, might take off that Imputation. And who 
can blame him, for being ſo difturb'd now that his Fate drew 
nigh, when he had ſuch a load of Guilt ſtill dogg'd kim at the 
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Richard therefore proceeds to draw out his Troops, and 
puts em into ſuch a figure as for Terrors ſake might make the = 
greateſt ſhew. He made the Ranks of the Vantguard very þ 
long; which was Commanded by the Duke of Norfolk, and | 
his Son the Earl of Surrey ; For that Duke wou'd not be pre- ' 
vail'd with to leave King Richard, tho' the Night Before the 
Armies joyn' d, this Rhime was fix d upon his Chamber Door. 


Jack of Norfolk, be not 100 Bal4: 
For Dickon thy Maſter is Bought and Sold. 


The Armies being joyn d, when King, Richard perceiv'd that 
thole who fonght for him, fought but faintly z and that thoſe 
who fought not, withdrew themſelyes and forſook the Camp; 
he commanded thoſe he moſt rely d upon, to have a Care that 
Buſineſs might be carried without Diſorder; and that they ſhould 
advertiſe him of any Danger that ſhould appear: Theſe ſee- 
ing how ſome were negligent and others withdrew themſelves, 
 adviled him to ſave himſelf, judging that he was betray d: But 
Divine Juſtice would not ſuffer him to liſten to ſuch Advice; 
no, not when Victory appear'd Evidently on the Adverſa - 
ries part; tho they preſented him with a Fleet Horſe whereon 
to Eſcape : But he was obſtinate, and refus'd it, ſaying, That 
Day was either to terminate the War, or his Life: and under 
ſtanding afterward, that Richmond was not far from him, guar- 
ded but with a few Gens d' Arms, he ſpurr'd on towards him, 
and knowing him by ſome Marks, he ran at him with his Lance 
in Reft : &:chmond was not at all diſpleas d with the Encounter, 
judging it the true way to decide their Countroverſie, but 
could not meet him hand to hand, being thwarted by ſome of. 
his own Men: Richard running furiouſly on, flew Sir Robert 
Brandon, the Earl's Standard-Bearer ; and Sir Fobn Cheney ſtop- 
ping his paſſage to the Earl, was by him born down to the 
Ground, tho* he was a ſtrong Man, and of great Valour: But 
the Earl wich his Sword in his hand ftop'd his Fury, at the ver 
- inſtant that the Lord Stanly inveſting the Kings Squadrons, a- 
forded occaſion to thoſe that were ſo minded to run away: 
Which when &ichard perceiy'd,he left the Earl, and thruſt himſelf 
into the thickeſt of the fight, to re-unite his own Men, or dye the 
Sooner, the latter of which befell him; for fighting valiantly, 
he fell with his Sword in his hand, all beſmear'd wich Blood ; 
obtaining only this poiat of Glory by it, that he dy'd more ho- 
nourably than he liv'd: dying with his Sword ia his hand in 
the Field, who ought rather to have fallen by the hands of 
an Executigner, 
And now having brought him to the End of all his Glory, 
I cannot forbear telling the Reader, what ſhameful Promotion 
he came to at laſt: For his Body, after the Battel of Boſwerth, | 
Field, ſtarknaked, all mangled and deſmeared with Blood and 
Duſt, without ſo much = Jeaſt Rag to cover his Pri it ies, 
* 4 
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was truſſed behind Blanch Senigleer, his own Purſevant of Arms 
lixe Butchers Ware, his Head and Arms hanging on the one ſide 
of the Horſe, and his Legs on the other; and ſo was brought 
to Leiteſter; where, as he was carried over the Bridge, tis 
ſaid his head hit againſt a Stone, againſt which his Spurs kit, 
as he rid out of Liec:ſter to the Field. Being brought in that 
ſhameful manner to Leiceſter, his Carcaſs became a SpeRacle of 
Shame and Scorn to the People, for the Space of two Days; 
during which time he lay bare and uninterr d. And at laſt waz 
by the Charity of the Gray Fryars there, without any Funeral 
Pomp, and ſcarce with ordinary ſolemnity, buried in their 
Monaſtery. | 

To recite his Character, or deſcribe hisPerſon, is enough to ſet 
A Mans Teeth on Edge, and turn his Stomach; and yet no Man had 
a greater Uniformity in Mind and Body, than himſelf; for hoth a 
were Equally Deform'd: He was born a Monſter in Nature, with 
all hisTeeth,with Hair on his Head,and Nails on his Fingers and 
Toes, forcing his paſſage into the World, like a Viper through 
his Mothers Womb, whom afterwards he was not aſham'd to 
accuſe of Adultery, He was low of Stature, Crook-back'd, | 
hook-ſhoulder'd, goggle-Ey'd, and ſplay. footed. His Face was | 
little and round, and his Complexion ſwarthy. He wou'd look 
Fawningly when he Plotted, and Sternly when he Executed: | 
| 


His Cruelty was not Occaſional but Natural: If 

at any time he ſhew'd any Vertue, it was hut Pretence ; the 
Truthof his Mind was only Lying and Falſehood. I will con- 
clude all, with what one has long fince ſaid of him: © Xing | 
Richard the third was à Monſter of Luſt and Cr uelty ; wboſe | 
Murders, too many to be here repeated, are at large ſet down in our 
« Chronicles ; with bit Attempts of Rape and Inceſt : So perfect be 
* was in Villany and Hypocrifie, that be won d always uſe muſt Fair 
* Language, and ſhew greateſt ſigns Love and Cour teſie to that 
4% Man in the Morning, whoſe Throat he had taken Order to be Cut 
* that Night: And was the firſt I read of in our Story, that ever 
« uſed that Oath, God-Damn-me.” He was ſlain at Boſworth 
4 Field; bis Body flark naked and Mangled, beſmear'd with Blo'd 
and Duſt, was brought upon 4 Horſe to Leiceſter 3 where for 4 
* 5peftacle of hate and Scorn, he lay two Days unburied. 
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Houle of Lantaſter, is a Secret to this very Day; being ſo 
remote from laying any Claim to the Crown by. Right of 
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K ING HENRY the Seventh, f the Houſe of Lan- 

caſter, fucceeded to Richard the Third, ſlain in Boſworth 

* Bartel; He was the Jon of Eftmnand Tewdor Earl of | 
Richmond, and Margaret bis Wife.” His Birvb-place was Pem- 
brook-C aftle in Wales; So that the Prophecy of Cadwallador 

the laſt King of Britain, That the Bririſh'Blood ſhould Reign 

in Britain, came to be fulfiled in this King. He married Eliza- 

deth, Eldeſt Daugtter of Rdward the Fourth, whereby the two 

Houſes of Vork and Lancaſter became united into one. A great 

bart of bis Reign, be was troubled with ſeveral Impoſlors, which: 

in the end were both detected and puniſbed. A Rebellion was raiſed 
againſt bim in the North, by one John a Chamber, 4 por ſorry 

Fellow; and another in the Weſt, beaded by the-- Lord "Audley; | 


: 


| both which were bappily ſuppreſſed. He takes part wirh the Dale d 


of Britain againſt the French King He 'befiegerb Bulleign : ind 
afterwards makes an Honourable Peace with the French. He Mar- 
ries bis eldeſt Daughter into Scotland, and bis youngeſt Daughter : 
imo France, and his Son Arthur to the Jufante of Spain, be ö 
dying ſrue Months after bis Marriage, The King and Queen of 
Caſtile being driven into England by Storm, were Maly enter- 
rained by the King. He ſets up Em pſon and Dudley, 0 oppreſs 
the People, by proſecuting them upon Obſolete Laws, And having 
reigned me ar Twenty four Tears, be departed this Life at his 5 
Palace of Richmond, April 22. 1509. baving lived Fifry no 
Tears, and was buried at bis Chappel, adjoyning to Weſtminſter⸗ 


Abbey, called Henry tbe Seventh Chappel. Thus far his Ges 
neral Hiſtory, 9 n 


His Secret Hiſtory will run through a great part of his 
Reign: For bis Title to the Crown, and his Relation to the 


Blood, as it was even then the common Opinion chat he had 

no Right at all thereunto: For his Father, Edmund Barl of 

Nebmund, was Son to Owen Teudor, and Queen A 
1 | Reli 
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Relit of King Henry the Fifth, whoſe Houſes had no Affinity, 
nor relation of Kindred, to the Houſe of Lancaſter ; By his 
Mothers fide, indeed, there may be ſomewhat ſaid for him; 
ſince Margaret Counteſs of Richmond (only Daughter to the 
firſt Duke of Somerſet, and Grandchild to on Duke of Lan 
eaſter, the Father of Zexry the Fourth, the firſt King of that 
Houſe ) pretended, that in caſe the then preſent Succeſſion 
ſhould fail, ſhe and her Son were to ſucceed, as rightly de- 
ſcended from the ſaid F9bn, the Father as well of the*Honſe of 
Somerſet, as of that of Lancaſter. But this pretended Title 
meets with two Oppoſitions ; The one, That the Houſe of 
Lancaſter had no Right at all to the Crown; The other, That 
fay it had, the Houle of Somerſet did not partake therein, tho 
ſprung from the ſame Head. The Reaſons why the Houſe of 
caſter had no Pretence, are theſe; Henry the Fourth 
uſurped the Crown from Edmund Mortimer, deſcended from 
Philippa, Daughter and Heir to Lionel Duke of Clarence, elder 
Brother to the Duke of Lancaſter z upon whom (King Richard 
the Second dying without Iſſue, as he did) the Succeſſion fell: 
So as the Uſurpation having continued from Father to Son, in 
the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Henries, it was impoſſible for 
them to tranſmit that Right to others, which they had not 
themſelves, But tho” the other had had Right, yet that the 
Houſe of Somerſet did not partake therein, is manifeſt. For 
the Duke of Lancaſter having had three Wives, Blanch, Con- 
ſtance, and Katharine, the Due Claims of his Children, had by 
them, were not the ſame, with reſpect to the ſeveral Dowries, 
and different Qaalities of the three Mothers; Blanch brought 
with her the Dutchy of Lancaſter, Conſtance the Pretences to 
the Kingdom of Cafizle and Leon; but Katharine (from whom 
our Seventh Henry was deſcended) nothing at all; being in - 
dieed but a meer Waiting-Woman to the above-ſaid Blauch: 
So as if #enry the Fourth, and the Daughters born of Blanch, 
could not pretend to the Kingdoms of Caſtile and Leon, in 
prejudice to the Daughter of Conſtance, nor the Daughter of 
Conſtance to the Dukedom of Lancaſter, to the Prejudice of 
Henry the Fourth and his Siſters ; much leſs could the Chil- 
dren of Katharine the third Wife, have any Pretence at all, in 
Prejudice to the Children of tke two former Wives, unleſs we 
allow it meerly in reſpect of the Father's Inheritance; and as 
to that, there is the apparent Diſadvantage of their being laſt 
born, who for that realon, could not enjoy the Prerogative 
which the Law gives to the Firſt-born. To which, there is 
alſo a greater Obſtacle, if we conſider that they were born 
whilſt Can ſtance yet lived, and ſo were not only Baftards, but 
on the Father's nde born iu Adultery. And tho' after the 
Death of Conſtance, he married Katharine, (by which the Chil- 
dren were made Legitimate, by the double Legitimation both 
of Pope and Parliament, yet they not being of the whole 
Blood, the Houſe of Somerfer had nothing to do * 
ö ö : &- 
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Vouſe of Lancaſter, in what belong'd to the Inheritance of 
the Crown; their Legitimation making them only capable 
of the Inheritance by their Father. So as Henry the Fourth, 
deing eſtabliſhed in the Kingdom by the Authority of Par- 
liament, and by the ſame Authority his Sons, and ſuch as 
ſhould deſcend of them, being declared his lawful Succeffor 8 
therein; he (in caſe his Succeſſion ſhould fail) made no men- 


tion at all of his Half. brothers, or ſuch as ſhould deſcend from 


them. 80 as let it be granted, that Henry the Fourth's Uſur- 
tion was no longer ſuch, after it was allowed by 4 Publick 
Rof Election in Parliament; yet had not the Houſe of So- 
merſer (tho deſcended from the ſame Father) the ſame Pre- 
tence : Since not being able to pretend to the Dakedom o 
Lancaſter, much leſs could it pretend to the Crown, ts which 
even the Father himſelf had ne Pretence at all; there bein 


an Elder Brother before him. And if Henry, his eldeſt Son; 


obtained the Crown, it was by Purchaſe; and ſo as none ſhould 
enjoy after him, but ſach deſcending from him, as he ſhould 
ſpecifically name, So as the Crown (according to the Laws 
of England) belonging to the Houſe of Tek, by the Marriage 
with Ae, Sifter and Heir to the aforeſad Fdmund Mortimer, 
there remains at leaſt ſomewhat: of Doubt; whether the Par- 
liament could inveft the Houſe of Lancaſter with a Right to 
the Crown, in prejudice to the firft Mortimer, and conſe- 
- quently to the Houſe of Tork; they not having done any 
thing to forfeit that Right. And if they could nor do it 
juſtly then, neither could they do it juſtly after Henry the 
Seventh's Pretence to the Crown. And if it could do it, in 
the fame manner, and by the ſame Right, as it did operate to 


the Prejudice of Mortimer, and the Houſe of Tork , by making 
Henry the Foutth King; it might do the ſame to the Preju- 


dice of the Houſe of Lancaſter, by making Edward the Fourth 
King. So as Henry the Seventh, whether it be by Election, 
or natural Deſcent, is totally Excluded from any Right to the 
Crown: Which ſhews an unaccountable Ambition in Henry, 
to pretend at all theretinto, before his Marriage with Kin 
Edward's eldeft Daughter. Nor can I imagine, why Fdwnard 
the Fourth, and his Brother Richard, ſhould be afraid bf him, 
who was ſo remote from the Croun; unleſs it were, that he, 
as being Head of the Lancaſtrian Faction, ſhould be trouble- 
ſome to them; For, tho Henry the Sixth, and the Prince his 
Son, were Extinguiſh'd, (they being the laſt of the Houſe of 
Lancaſter) yet that Party, or Faction, was ſtill in being, Be 
might poſſibly be revived again under his Conduct, who had 
the neareſt Relation thereunto. And for this reaſon it was, 
| that Hunphrey Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, (not calling 
Hety to mind before his meeting with his Mother) thought 
he himſelt had reaſon to pretend thereto: For in ſuch a caſe, 
the Right and Lawful Title of King, imports not fo much as 


the Lawful Title to be Head of A The firſt is —_— , 
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by Fortune, Force, or Favour of Parliament; the other only 
Deſcent ; And on ſuch occaſions Law is not ſo much ſought 
er, as a Pretence to pretend, is that which is deſired, 
and that which ſufficeth : And this it was that moved the 
two Brothers to ſolicit to get him into their Tuition, from 
the Duke of Britany ; for, as for any thing elſe, they had no 
reaſon to fear him, For moſt probable it is, the Lancaſtrian 
Faction had never been revived, had not Nicbard been a 
Tyrant. For Edward the Fourth, had, through his Affability, 
in the latter part of his Reign, grounded ſuch an Affection 
of the People towards the Houle of York, as neither Richard's 
Wicke dne, nor Henry's ſeeming Goodneſs, would have been 
able to have ever rooted out. Nay #evry would have had 
none at all to have fided with him, (tho againſt a Man ſo much 
abhorred as Kichard was) had it not been for his Promiſe to 
Marry Elizabeth, the Heir of the Houſe and Kingdom. | 
I had not ſo much infifted, in this Secret Hiſtory, upon 
King Henry's having really no Title to the Crown, had not 
he ſo much in ſifted on his own Title; which he was ſo fond of, 
that he made his firſt Appearance co the People with a Trine 
Aſpect of Deſcent, e and Conqueſt; ſetting forth a Pro- 
clamation, by which he declared himſelf King ure Divino, 
Humano, & Militari: The firſt (which was pretended to be 
proved by the Union of the Two Nations, the Britains and 
Normans) was ſaid to have been written in the Stars, and re- 
vealed from E= (if we may believe Tradition) near 
Eight hundred Years before, to his great Anceſtor Cadwallader, 
the laſt of the Britiſh Kings, who having loſt almoſt all that 
little that was leſt him, is ſaid to have rejoyced in the Aſſu- 
rance he had, That one of his Poſterity ſhould recover back 
the Imperial Diadem of this Iſle. Which Prophecy King 
Henry the Sixth, (who had the Repute of being an Illumi- 
nated Man too) apply to this King, being then a Child, 
many Years before it was accompliſhed, ſaying, to ſome Lords 
that were preſent, when the Youth was playing by him, 
This is be that ſpall enjoy what we now Conte for; himſelf 
having then a hepeful Heir alive, and the Houſe of Tork 
ſeveral. So that being Juſtified by no leſs than two ſuch 
Netuble Predictions of two Kings, it may doubtleſs paſs for 
a ſufficient Proof, that he was Rex, Jure Divino. But as to his 
Fure Humano, his Marrying the Undoubted Heir of Tork, and 
being Recognized by Act of Parliament, whatever he thought 
of it, were the two beft Evidences of that Right; for it was 
thereby he brought all Hearts te bow to his Title, as before all 
Knees to his Fortune ; the People generally believing, what 


they were never likely to find, that the Roſes which ſprang 


from this Conjunction, would never more have any Prickles. 
And for his being King de Fure Belli, he thought it was ſuffici- 


ently Juſtified, by his Conquering King Richard in the Field and 


there receiving the Grown, as the Trophy of his Victory. 


But 
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Bat for all his threefold Title of Deſcent, Conſent and Con- 
que, his ſtrongeſt Title was that which he leaſt accounted of, 
and which he had the great Averſation to, and that was his 
Title by Marriage of the Lady Elizabeth: For having gotten 
the Victory, and lain his Enemy, he grew Obftinate in his 
Will, not to be King but by his own Title. And therefore 
he deferred his Marriage ſo long, that he began to be ſu- 
ſpeed of being falſe to his Promiſe; and this Suſpition was 
increaſed, becauſe of a Report that was ſpread abroad, of his 
having given his Werd to Marry Anne the Daughter and 
Heir of the Duke of Britany (which in reſpect of the Favours 
he had received from that Duke, was believed to be true.) 
To obviate which Report, he yet thought: it convenient, in 
an Aſſembly of the chiefeſt Lords of the Kingdom, which was 
called for that purpoſe, to ratifie his Fromiſe to Marry the 
Princeſs Elizabeth; which was indeed the only way he had left, 
to ſtop the Whiſpers, and diſhpate the Fears the People had 
of him, Notwithſtanding which, he deferred the Conſum- 
mating of his Marriage, till being Crown'd,-and in Poſſeſſion 
by his own Title, he might avoid being called King in the 
Right of his Wife; Which was, indeed, the true Reaſon, why 
he ſhew'd himſelf- ſo lukewarm in his Affection towards his 
Wife; Not, perhaps, that it was ſo much againft her Fer- 
ſon, as the irreconcilable 7-mity he had to her Honſez; Which 
prevailed more with him, chan the Goodneſs, Fruitfulneſs and 
Beauty, of ſo worthy a Wife. For when after ſo long Delays, 
he made good his Promiſe, and Married her, he was not well 
pleaſed With the extraordinary Joy the People expreſſed on 
that Occaſion. | | | | 
But ſince King Henry has obtained, among Hiſtorians, the 
Name of a Wiſe and Prudent Prince, why ſhould he ſhew 
ſuch an unaccountable Averſion to the Title of his Wife? 
T anſwer, Conſidering his own Crazy Title, it was rather a 
proud and obſtinate piece of Folly, than any real Point of 
Wiſdom; For it was the ſlight he put upon his Wife, whom he 
never would ſuffer to be ſolemnly Crown'd, as was uſual to 
other Queens, that created him ſo much Trouble and Diſ- 
quietment, both with reſpect to Lambert Simnel, and Perkin 
Warbech, The true and Secret Reaſon, therefore, ot his 
Acting after this manner, ſeems to be, not ſo much out of the 
Hatred he bore to the Houle ob-Tork, as out of Love te him- 
ſelf; For he conſidered, that a Noiſe being rumour'd, about 
the Duke of York's being alive, (preſery'd from Death, by 
thoſe that had the Charge to Kill him) which if it had proved 
true, his Claim by his Wife would have failed him; for no- 
thing could have Excluded that Duke, had he been living, 
but the Conteſted Title of Lancaſter. And ſuppoſe this News 
to be falſe, yet there remained other Doubts : for if ſhe 
ſhould have dyed without Children, the bare Title of Mar- 
riage would not have made good the Crown to him, which 
on M 3 men 
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then would have fallen to the next of her Siſters. And ſup. 
paſe ſhe ſhould have dyed before him, leaving Children be. 
hind her, the Crown would fall upon them; ſo as many In- 
conveniencies might have happened unto him thereby. For 
no doubt but he was ſenſible, that in this caſe, tho' his Chil. 
dren, and the Parliament, ſhould bath of them have ac- 
quieſc'd in continuing him in the Government, yet there is 
a great deal of difference between Reigning by Vertue of 
Birth and Law, whereby he was not obliged to any; and 
Reigning by Vertue of anothers Conſent , which obliged 
him to every one. Tn the firſt he was Free and Independent; 
in the ſecond, Dependant and of Courteſie. So that he was 
ſo Wiſe, as to conſider it was unſafe. to rely upon his Wife's 
Title; and that his own Title, tho' it was more Crazy, was 
yet more Safe. He alſo ſaw, that to make uſe of his Title 
of Conqueſt, would have been dangerous, foraſmuch as jt 
might have alienated even thoſe that ſided with him; for 
thereby he had Authority to take what he would from whom 
he would; to make what Conditions he pleaſed z to make 
Laws at his pleaſure; and to diſannul Laws already made, 
when he thought fit; and to diſpoſe of Men, not as a King 
of his Subjects, but as a Lord of his Slaves. And therefore, 
tho the Title of Lancaſter was condemned by Parliament, as 
Uſurped and Unjuſt, and that he himſelf was called to the 
Crown, not by Vertue of his own Title, but that by Marry- 
ing with the Princefs E!izaverb, the true Queen and Feir to 
the Houſe of Tork, all thoſe Diſputes might be ended. Yet 
moved by the Conſiderations before-mentioned, a not va- 
luing the Inconveniencies that might ariſe, he declared him. 
ſelf King by Vertue of his Birth, not naming the Frinceſs 
Elisabeth in any thing; as being willing to run any danger, 
rather than to be a King by his Wife's Courteſie while ſhe 
fhould live, or the Good will of his Children, it ſhe ſhould 
die; or the Permiſſion of Rarliament, if he ſhould have no 
Having thus reſolved, therefore, to ſtand upen his own 
Legs, he was Crown'd in his. own Right, before his Mar- 
riage, by Cardinal. Bourchicr, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
called a Parliament ſeven Days after z wherein he paſſed two 
Notable Acts; the firſt of which was, The Att of Rep-ul of 
the Attainder againſi himſelf and bu Party ; whereby the Ad- 
verſary had catt ſo-much Dirt and Blood upon them, as left 
an Eternal Blemiſh upon Record, to Sully their Memory, as 
well as Inxalidate their Intereſt. For, however, the Law- 
yers bad aſſured him, that the Poſſefhun of the Crown took 
off all Deſects; yet in reſpect they were not able to give 
him like Aſfurance of continuing that Poſſeſſion, his Jealouſie 
of the; Worſt, prompt ed him to provide for the Beſt, by obli- 
| 8 Reproach, as well azitaking off the; Force of the 
tute. The Second was, Tbaf uc. Fes Alling fle Ng 
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Xing HENRY the Seventh, 167 
for the time being, by Arms or otherwiſe, ſhould euer after be 
Inpeached for it, or Attainted, either by Courſe of Law, or by 
Aft of Pariizment, And that if any ſuch A# of Attainder did 
happen to be made, is ſhould be void in it ſelf, and of no Effetts 
Which Law, tho' it were like a two edg'd Weapon, that (if 


not wiſely manag'd) might as well wound him in whoſe Hand 


it was, as thoſe againſt-whom it was directed; yet it ſerved 
his turn for the preſent, and ſecured the Subject no leſs than 
the Prince. And, indeed, had this Law been ſooner made, 
it had prevented a great deal of Blood being ſpilt. And ſuc- 
ceeding Parliaments were ſo ſenſible of the Utefulneſs of this 
Law, that it has been continued ever ſince. Tho? there is 
no doubt to be made, but it was King Henry's Conſciouſneſs 
of his ewn Crazy Title, and the tickliſh Ground he Rood upon, 
that was the occaſion of this Law. | 
There was alſo another Act made by his Procurement, (for 
it was indeed the Act of the Pope) viz. A Prohibition of the 
Benefit of Sanctuary, for all ſuch as fled thither for any Offence of 
Treaſon, as Enemies to be Chriſtian Faith, as well as to the Crown, 
With a Probibition likewiſe, Fl all Priviledęe to any, that came 


4 ſecond time 10 a the Benefit of the Sanctuary, for any Offence 


whatſoever, This was a very Politick Contrivance, and gave 
him a vaſt Advantage over any of his Predeceſſors, by how 
much he had rendred it almoſt im poſſible for any of his Sub- 
jets to ftart out of their Allegiance; well knowing, Quod 
aliud et Regem eſſe aliud Regnare. 

But King Henry would not truft wholly to his Security by 
Law; for Margaret Dutcheſs of Burgundy had raiſed up fo 
many Apparitions againſt him, that he began to be afraid 
even of his own Shadow; and therefore for the Security of 
his Perſon, he inſtituted a Guard of Fifty Archers, under the 
Command of a Captain; which was a new thing in England, 
where their Kings are only guarded by the Laws and their 
Suhjects Aﬀettions. But finding it was like to create ſome 


* Jealoutie in the People, he declared the Inſtitution to be 


Perpetual; and that he was moved thereto, by what he, in 


the time of his Exile, had obſerved others t6 do; and alledged, 


That the want of a Guard, did mis-become the Majeſty of a 
King; and that it was requiſite to be had, if not for Neceſſity, 
for Decency. 9 bs; | 
I have already obſerved, how King 7/enrfs Lukewarmneſs 
to the Princeſs Elizaberb, whom he. had Married, occaſioned 
him many Troubles, by Mock-Princes ſet up by the Datchels 
of Burgundy, of which it will be neceſſary to ſhew the true 
Reaſon ; for ſhe was really the only Enemy that ever match d 
ang Hen for tho' ſhe was one of the Feminine Gender, 
yet the had the Spirit of a Man, which being joyn'd with the 
Malice of a Woman, and both elevated by the Greatneſs of 
her Fortune, rendred her rather his Superior than Equal, 
This Lady Margaret, was ſecond Wife to that Famous _ 
M 4 ſc 
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the Hardy, Duke of Burgundy, and Sifter of King Edward the 
Fourth; who obſerving that King Henry (tho at the beſt 

he had ſcarce half the Blood) had the whole hate of the 
Houſe of Lancaſter, to the Houſe of Jork, was ſo far charg*d 
with Envy towards him, that ſhe even hated her own Neece 
for conſenting to Marry him. But after ſhe ſaw, that tho* 
he had made her his Wife, he ftill refuſed her to be his 
Queen, denying her the Rites of Majeſty by Coronation, as 
other Queens uſually had, the* ſhe had bore him a Son to be 
a Pledge of her Faith and Affection to him; When ſhe ſaw 
that Marriage, which makes all Perſons Equal, had ſub- 
jected her Neece to this Inequality , the Indignation ſhe 
conceived at it, did ſo rankle within her Breaſt, that ſhe 
could never have any Reſt within her Thoughts, while he 
had any within his Dominions : And therefore ſhe made it 
the whole Labour of her Mind, to contrive all the Ways 
and Means imaginable to Dethrone him; becoming the 


avowed Fofter- Mother of almoſt all the Kebellions during 


his Reign; ſetting up ſeveral Impoſtors to Perfonate the 
Parts of Princes; ot which two were gſpecially remarkable 
the firſt was Lambert Simnel, a Baket's don; and the other 


was Perkin Marbeck, vf Flemiſh Extraction. The firft was 


to Perſonate the Earl of Harwick, Son to the Duke of 
Clarence, Priſoner in the Tower; and the laſt, Richard Duke 

of York, Brother to King Edward the Fifth, who was, with 
him, murdered in the Lower: but by the Impoſtor, pre- 
tended to be ſaved by the Villaias imployed to Murder him. 
Both theſe made a conſiderable Progreſs in their Impoſture , 
inſomuch that Lambert Simnel was Crown*d King in the Ca- 
thedral of Dublin; and Perkin Marbeck had great Honours 
done him in ſeveral Countries, particularly in France and 
Scotland, as a Prince of the Royal Blood of England; which 


the King of the Scots did ſo far believe, as to Marry his own. 


Kiaſwoman to him. And yet after all, the Cheat came to 
be diſcovered, and Lambert Simnel, of a new-broach*d King, 
came to be admitted a Turn+broach in King #enry's.Kitchin 
But Perkin Warbect had à more Tragical (tho d. ſerved 

Fate, for after having been firſt Pillory d, he was Hang d at 
©» Whilft King Henry was thus Haunted with Ghoſts and 
Apparitions, of which, *tis ſaid, ſome were of his own raifing, 
he had no time to advance his Frerogative z for now his 
chief Buſineſs was to ſecure his Title: But having laid all 
thoſe Spirits, he began to look on himſelf, as tree from 
either Foreign or Domeſtick Competitors, the Coaft of State 
ſeeming clear from all thickening Weather, he thinks of re- 
deeming what he had loft by, Factions, and uſes all his En- 
deavours, for bringing down the ;Heighth of the Engliſh Na 
tion; and 7 down their Courage: And was eſpecially 
Jealous of his Nobility, as remembring how himſelf = 
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ſet up. And thinking the Riches of the Engliſh, occaſioned 
their Rebellions, be took a Courſe to Empty their Coffers 
into his own. And fince the People had Plotted againft him, 
by putting up of Counterfeit Princes, he was reſolved to be 
even with them, by Plotting againſt them; which he did ſo 
effettually, that he did not only eat up their Fleſh, but even 

rind their very Bones. For which end, he met with two 
ernicious Iaftruments, Edmund Dudley and Richard Empſon ; 
the firft'being born a Gentleman, did by his Wickedneſfs ob- 
{cure the Splendor of his Blood: The other, being the Son of 
a Shoe-maker, made good the Proverb, Thar 1 Pollution 
and Mire, nothing but Flt and Stench can be expected. Theſe 
two finding King Henry naturally Covetous, increaſed it in 
him by unjuft means, and by drawing Blood from the Purſe. 
veins of Thouſands of Innocent People. Tho' they were of 
different Extraction, they were both bf one Profeſſion, that 
is, Lawyers, and by a like means, got a like Preferment, 
being both made Privy-Counciltors? So as their Ambition 
being ſatisfied, their Avarice remained to be ſo likewiſe, 
which is the drift of Ambition in bafely-minded Men. Inge- 
nuity and Juſtice, tho* they may ſerve the Moderate, cannot 
fatisfie the Inſatiate; and therefore they would not make 
uſe of them, but of their Contraries; that from thoſe Rivers 
of Gold, which they cauſed to flow into the King's Coffers, 
lome Streams of the ſame Metal might run into their own 
Purſes, at the Charge of the King and Subject. The Laws 
at that time, either by-reaſon of the Civil Wars, or through 
the Negligence of Judges, were either forgotten, or grown 
out of ule; and the Patrimony of the Crown enjoyed by 
many, by Vertue of long Leales, being become almoſt as 
good as Fee-fimple to the Enjoyers, cauſed the King (moved 
thereto. by his Natural Avaricious Temper) to look into 
them. And theſe two were choſen by him, as proper Tools 
to manage his Deſign z and had full Authority given them 
for that purpoſe. Ia the Execution whereof, they raiſed up 
many Accuſers; and, the Accuſed being put in Priſon, and. 
there kept (the time appointed for their [uſtification being. 
maliciouſly Prorogued) they were forced to Purchaſe their 
Liberty with great Sums of Money. Others being cited by: . 
them, or their Delegates, the uſual'Courſe of Law not being 
obſerved, were condemned; they abounded in Falſe Witneſſes, 
and Falſe Pretences, whereby they Impoveriſh*d all that were 
worth any thing; not ſuffering Wards to enter upon. their. 
Lands, without vaſt Disburſements. And becaule theſe two 
were unable to manage all the various ways of Rapine and 
Extortion that was now ſet on Foot, they were attended by 
whole Troops of baſe Informers, Catch-poles, Cheaters, Pro- 
moters, Knights of the Poſt, and all other Inſtruments of 
Villany, who went up and down the Kingdom, and cruelly 
Polled and Taxed. all forts of People; and Proſecuted in 
| e | every 
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every Shire, the moſt Deſerving and Generous Mien; that Ki 
in a little time, the Kingdom was more Beggar*d, than by = 
moſt of the Civil Wars; and all this was done by the King's Ki 
Special Command and Countenance ; ſhewing the People, by i 
this, what the. Reaſon was, that he began to Play Rex no 8 
ſooner; which was, in ſhort, only for want of Opportunity, * 
and fear of loſing his Crown, while he was advancing it. And 1 
under all this Oppreſſion, it was in vain to complain; for 

eren ſuch Judges, as, through their Integrity, retifted their a 
Wills, were either better. Taught by Impriſonments, or A I 
Ruin'd by Fines and Amerciaments. Laws-which had been at 

ſundry times Enatted, rather in Terrorem, than with a Deſign ; 
to puniſh, (a great part whereof were repealed too) were, ; 


without any manner of Remiſſion, vigorouſly put in Execu- . 
tion. So that tho Richard the Third was a Barbarvus and 4 
Inhumane Villain, and aſcended the Throne by the Blood of ˖ 
his Nephews; yet with reſpect to the Oppreſſing of the 

People, and the Executing of Juſtice, he might be deemed | 
a Saint, in reſpect of Aten the Seventh; who if he could but | 
any ways Squeeze bis Subjects, ſo as to bring Money into his 
own Coffers, he valued neither Honour, Honeſty, Gratitude, 
nor any thing elſe. And leſt I ſhvuld be thought to ſpeak 
without Book, I will only relate the following Stery, which 
may ſerve inſtar omnium. 

The King coming to Zenningham, a Caſtle belonging to the 
Earl of Oxfcrd, (one whom he was wont to make ule of both 
in War and Peace) he was there received, and Feafted with 
much Splendor and Magnificence: For which end, ali that 
held any Land of the Earl, by what Title ſoever, came at 
that time to give their Attendance upen him; of which 
many were Gentlemen, and others Yeomen ; Thele, and the 
Gentlemen likewiſe, wore all of them the Earl's Blew Coats, 
and Feathers in their Hats of the Earls Colours: For the reſt 
of their Apparel, they were all richly Clad, every Man ac- 
cording to nis Abilit7: When the King came forth, they 
placed themſelves in two Rows, making a very fine ſhew in 
the Great Hall. The King looking wiftly on them, asked 
the Earl, F they were all bis Servants? Who imiling, an: 
ſwered, ; for then (laid he) I ſpould be thought an Jt ue 
Sund; but they are al my Tenants, wha are com? up3n thts Occaſion 
te wait upon your Majeſty, The King thanking bim for his 
808d Entertainment, faid, The Report of your /Z6ſpitality comes | 

ort of ite Truth, But / cannot ſuſſer my Laws 10 be broken in 
My Preſenc:, withousr reſenting it. n therefore my Attorney - 
General fhali rai with you about it. It ſeems the Lords were 
then tc give but a certain Number of Liveries, or Blew 
Coats (and ſo they may be ftill for ought I know} and the 
Earl, for his greater Magnificente in Entertaining the King, 
bad exceeded the Number, which. coſt che Earl Ten Thou: 
{and Pounds, (tor, for f much he compounded "ny the 
1 ; _ ing's 
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King's Officers) beſides the Charge he had been at in his 
Entertainment, which was very great; and which might have 
freed him from the Puniſhment he was run into, had but the 
King's Gratitude been anſwerable to his Covetouſneſs, in 
emptying the Purſe of one of the Nobleſt and beft-deſerving 
Subjects he had. But as it was, what could be more mean 
and Sordid in King Henry, than thus to Extort Ten Thouſand - 
Pounds from a Peer that had treated him fo Magnificently, 
aud Offended only that he might do o? Bur what will 
not that Devil of Covetouſneſs do, where it is become Pre- 
dominant ? | | 
During the Impoſture of Perkin Warbeck, one Robert Clifford, 
a Perſon of a very good Family, was with one Barly ſent over 
into Flanders, to ſee whether. Perkin was the true Duke of 
York, as he pretended, or not? Clijjerd lends over word, he 
was ſure that it was the true Duke. King Hen hearing of 
theſe Mens being gone over, thought the only way to diſ- 
over what Englith Gentlemen were Friends to Pertin, would 
to bring Clefjord over into his Intereft, which upon Pro- 
miſe of Pardon and Preferment, is done, and Clifford ordered 
to come home. Upon this King eu goes to the Tower, 
and orders Clifford to be brought to him there, his Lords and 
chief Officers being about him: Clifford being admitted to 
the King's Preſence, threw himſelt at his Feer, and begg'd 
his Pardon; which having before granted, he confirmed 
again unto him. And being commanded to ſpeak, it he had 
any more to ſay concerning the Conſpiracy, he named the 
Lord Chamberlain, Sir William Stanley; at whole Name all the 
Standers-by were ftartled, it not being likely that a Man of 
his Quality, Rich, the Favourite neareſt to the King, and 
the chief Inſtrument of his Aſſumption to the Crown, thould 
be a Traytor. Whereupon, being adviſed to conſider better 
what he ſaid, he, without Heſitation, or altering his Colour, 
accuſed him as before. Hereupon Stanley was {hut up in his 
Chamber, and the next day examined by the Council, before 
whom he denied ſome few Circumftances, but confeſſed, that 
in his Diſcourſe with Clifford concerning Perk, he had ſaid 
unto him, That if he ſhould for certain know he were the 
Duke of Iort, Son to Edward the Fourth, he would not tate 
up Arms againſt him. Which manner of Speech, tho it did 
not openly declare any ill Will to the King's Perſon, yet it 
did not ſound well in his Mouth, who was the King's Servant; 
and the Words not admitting of any other Interpretation, 
than his Opinion of Henrys Unjuſt Title ro the Crown, which 
derogated from the Pretences of the Houſe ct Mater, and 
from the Authority of Parliament, he was adjudged Guilty 
of High Treaſon. But in regard of his former Services, and 
the Love and Reverence which Henry bore to his Facher-ig-, 
aw, he was in great Doubt whether he ſhould put him to 
Death or no. But thoſe that beſt knew the Secret Spal 
vi | which 
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which moved all the King's Actions, have affirmed, that it 
was his Riches hore the Ballance down for his Deſtruction, 
he being eſteemed one of the greateſt Money'd Men in En- 
gland. Neither were Men deceived in their Opinion, for in 
his Caftle of Holt were found Forty Thouſand Marks in ready 
Money, (his Jewels and Moveables not being comprehended 
therein; and in Revenues and Penſions he had Three Thou- 
fand Pounds a Year, which was a conſiderable Sum in thoſe 
days. And the love of Money having ſuch a powerful Aſcen- 
dart over King Henn, no former Service, or Senſe of Gra- 
titude, could over-ballance it, but he muſt fall a Victim to 
rhe Treaſure he had heap d together. So that after having 
deferred the Buſineſs ſome fix Weeks, he was condemned to 
dic, and loft his Head. | | | 

Another Inftance of King Henry's Covetouſneſs, was his 
delaying to help the Duke of Britain, to whom he had been 
| exceedingly obliged, when he was beyond Seas, and who 
withſtood all the Solicitations both of Edwerd the Fourth, and 
Kichard the Third, o deliver him up into their hands; and yet 
he would rather ſuffer him to be made a Prey to the French, 
and his Country raviſt'd from him by them, than be at any 
Charge to help him, tho' the Parliament had granted him 
Money for that very end. Which, with his other Actions 
before recited, do not only in a high degree declare his (o- 
vetouſnefs, but his Ingratitude alſuo. It was therefore a good 
Obſervation which was made of him by an Italian Knight, 
who nnderftanding that King Henry was cryed up as a Second 
Solomon; Jt was not (ſaid he) that, lite Solomon, ke brought Peace 
m the Kingdom, but becauſe, lite bim, be was very Gricuvous and 
Burdenfome to hrs People, | 

Nor can he be excuſed from Cruelty, in caufing that In- 
nocent Prince, Edward Plantagenet, Earl of I|/arwick, Son to 
the Puke of Clarence, to be Beheaded in the Tower, only 
for attempting to eſcape out, having been kept a [riſoner 
there (for no Crime, but being the Son of the Duke of Cla- 
rence) ever fince he was Nine Years old, And being always- 
under Fears of Death, who can blame him tor ſeeking to 
obtain his Liberty? And indeed King . Henry himſelf was fo 
far convinced of the hard Meaſure the Prince met with, that 
he attributed the cauſe of his Death to Reaſon of State, 
rather than to any Crime he was guilty of ; alledging, that 
the King of Spain was the cauſe of his Death, in that he 


would not rèſolve to Marry his Daughter to Prince Ars. ur, 


fince as long as the Earl of Warwick lived, he was not cer- 
tain of the Kingdoms Succeſſion; which might indeed be 
a Reafon of State, but got of Juſtice: Whence, perhaps, it 
was, that God would not give a Bleſſing to that Match: 
Which the Princeſs Katharine obſerved ſeveral Years after; 
for Prince Arthur dying ſoon after his Marriage, and. ſhe 

3 repudiated by King Henay the Eighth, after 8 
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been Married to him Twenty Years, ſhe faid, It das no 
wonder that God had made her Unfortunate in her Mar- 
riages, ſince they were Seal'd with Blood; meaning thereby 
the Death of this Earl. | pe of nar 

As to King Henry's Religion, he made it ſuhſervient ta 
his Secular Intereſt, notwithftanding the Building of that 
Famous Chappel, which goes by his Name, adjoyning to the 
Abbey of Weſtminſter. And this will ſufficiently appear to 
thoſe that will, reflect, how he ſent over feveral Spies 
into Burgundy, to the Court of the Dutcheſs. of Bargumniy, 
and into other places in Flanders, to diſcover the Intr 
that were carrying on there againſt him. And to mate it 
the more believed, that thoſe Perſons were really his Ene- 
mies, he cauſed them to be ſolemnly Excommunicated and 
Curſed at St, Pauls, as the King's Enemies, that ſono Man might 
Support them. From whence it is evident, that he had bur 
little regard to Religion, and the Profanation of Holy things, 
ſo as he could but thereby ſerve his Particular Intereſt. 

Some time before his Death, he began to think of doing 
ſome Good Works, which he had all his Lite-time been ſuch 
a Stranger to: And therefore he ſet all Priſoners at Liberty, 
who were in for Debt of not above Forty Shillings, he him- 
ſelf paying the Creditors; giving alſo greater Alms than he 
bad done before. But tho” at the ſame time he felt great Re- 
morſe at the daily Complaints made againſt EM) and 
Dudley for their Oppreſſions, yet did he not ſeek to remedy 
them, So that his Conſcience and his Covetouſneſs wrought 
quite different Effects in him; for many, for flight Cauſes, 
were ſtill troubled in their Eftates, and in their Lives: Some 
dying in Priſon before their Cauſe was heard, and others ly- 
ing in Priſon for refuſing to pay what contrary to the Laws 
they were adjudged to. 

I will conclude what I have farther to ſay of him, in ſhew- 
ing you what was ſaid of him long ago; © This King, my 
Lord of Verulam hath waſhed his Face ſo clean with good 

„Language, that without a near approach, he is hardly diſ- 
covered. But ſurely I find no Right he had to the Crown, 
more than the Conſent of the 1 was not then in 
fgaſhion) whom he never durſt truſt; his Heart continually 
burning to deſtroy all Sparks of the Right Blood, and their 
* Abetrors. How was the Lord Chamberlain's Like Jagged 
* away, for his Thoughts and his Eftate, which was ſo confi- 
* derable ? with many mere of gur Nobility. And for that 
Story of Kichard Duke of Tork, Son to Edward the Fourth, 
under the Name of Perkia Warbeck, * I do as verily 


— 


Jiere my Arber was miſtaken, as 1 have ſhewed in the Secret 
Hiſtory of Richard the Third, the Bodies of th? two Princes being 
ſmce found in the Jon er. 


believe 
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© believe he was the ſaid Duke of Jork, as I believe Henry 
the Eighth was the Son of this Henry the Seventh; the 
* Circumftances being ſo pregnant, from ſo many Perſons of 
« Honour; but nothing more confirms me in it, than this 
King's indefatigable Pains, and moſt infinite Coſts to get 
him, and ruin him, and with him the Harmleſs Earl of 
6 Warwick, the one Beheaded, the other Hang*d at Tyburn, 
* And ſurely, tho“ this King did far exceed all his Prede- 
4 ceſſors in Craft, yet was he as guilty of Cruelty and Blood, 
« as the worft of them. Nor can all the Water in the Sea 


* waſh him from thoſe two Monftrous Sins of Avarice and 


© Ingratitude. 
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King H EN RT the Eighth. 


ING HENRY the Eiphth, Heir vo both the Houſes 
K of York and Lancafter, and rhe only Surviving Son: of 
Henry the Seventh, ſucceeded 10 bis Father at the Age of 
Eighteen, aud reigncd with much Applauſe, ill being vitiated by 
Cardinal Wolſey hi Chief Miniſter, be bardly kept within ang 


* 
. 


Bounds, but made bu Will a Law to bis Subjes, He bad fix” 


Wives, viz. Katharme of Spain, Ann Bullen, Jane Seymour, 
| of Cleve, Katharine Howard, and Katharine Parr, Ie 


An 
of them be repudiated, Katharine of Spain, and Ann of Cleve ; 


the firit as an Jnceſtuous March, being the Widow of Arthur bis 
Elder Brother, the laſi for ſome Natural Defect. Two be pub- 
lichly Beheaded, Ann of Bullen for pretended, and Kathari 
Howard for rea! Adultery. Jane Seymour died in Child-bed, 
and Katharine Parr ſurvived bim. For bis Marriage with Ka- 
tharine of Spain, he had a Diſpenſation from the Pope, notwith- 
ſtanding which, after = Twenty Tears Married, be ſcrupled 
the F awfuliieſs thereof, an 

Diſpenſation ; and therenpon threw off Katharine, and Married 
Ann Bullen: hich made ſo great 4 Breach between the King 
aud the Pope, that the King was -Excommunicated, and the 
whole Realm Interdicted. But Henry was Proof againtt the Thum- 


der-bolrs of Rome, and the Thames began to bid Defiance to 


the Tyber. So that the King ſhook. off the Pope's Supremacy, 
us an Uſurpation upon the Kights of the Crown, and re-aſſumed 
the Ancient Power of his Predeceſſors rhe Britiſh Kings, who 


reigned independently from the Papal See. The Pope's Supre- 


macy being diſannilled, an Inquiry was made into the Corruptions 
and Errors of the Church, in order to 4 Reformation, which was 
bappily brought about in 4 great meaſure, by the Prudent Man- 
- agement of the then Archbiſhop Cranmer, 4 great Light of the 
Church in thoſe: times of Darkneſs: Whereupon there happened 
two deſperate Rebellions, one in Lincolnſhire, and another in 


Yorkſhire, but were bork happily ſuppreſſed: In Ireland 2 | 


queſtioned the Validity of the Pope's 
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there broke out 4 Rebellion, which proved Fatal to the Noble 
Family of Kildare. Cardinal Wolſey, who lived in the greateſt 
State of any Prelate next to the Biſhop of Rome, fell under the © 
King's Diſpleaſure, and was ſirip*d of al. Thomas Crom- 
wel, who was by the Xing made Earl of Eſſex, was ſoon after 
Bebeaded. Sir Thomas Moor, woe bad ſucceeded the Cardinal 
in the Chancellorfoip of England, and John Fiſher Biſbop of 
Rocheſter, were buth Bebeaded for 2 the King's Su- 
premacy. The King, before be fell off from the Pope, bad writ 
4 Book againſt Luther, the great Reformer of the Church in 
Germany, for which Pope Leo bonoured bim with the Title of 
Defender of the Faith, fince made Hereditary io the Kings of 
England by A# of Parliament. Wales was alſo, in this Reign, 
Incorporated into England, and Ireland made 4 Kingdom. As 
to Foreign Affairs, Henry*s firſt Warlike Attempt was made 
againſi France, which be took Trouene and Tournay, is the 
Taking whereof, the Emperor Maximilian ſerved under the King 
of England*s Pay, This Breach with France, drew on a War 
with the Scots, who were utterly routed at 1be Bartel of Flod- 
den-Field, and their King, James tbe Fourth, flain. After 
this, Charles #be Fifth Emperor, and Francis the Firſt, X. 
of France, being «> War with each other, ſought after Ning 
Henry's Friendſhip with great Emulation. And the Emperor 
coming twice over into England, at firſt, carried it, ibo“ after- 
wards the King was. brought over to the French Intereſ, and 
bad ſeveral Interviews with the French King near Calais, in 
reat Pomp and Splendour. To Unite Scotland with England, 

Match was concluded betwixt Prince Edward, and Mary the 
Toung Queen of Scots, which was afrergards broke of, by the 
Power of the Hamiltons, and the Intereſt of the French, which 
occaſioned a new War both with France and Scotland. And 
King Henry took Boloign from the French, and deſiroy*'d with 
Fire Leith and Edenburgh in Scotland. At kome fix new 
Biſhoprichs were Erected by this King, upon the Diſſolution 
of the Monajteries, viz. at Weſtminſter, Oxford, Peterbo- 
rough, Briſtol, Chefter and Glouceſter, all which, except 
Weſtminſter, continue Epiſcopal Sees, And having Reigned 
37-Tears, 10 Mombs, and one Day, be died on January the 
28th 1546, leaving bebind bim one Son and two Daughters, 
who each of them ſucceeded bim in the Kingdom, and all of 
them died witkour Jſſue. Thus far his General Hiſtory. 


_ His Secret. Hiftory begins not with the beginning of his 
Reign, as that of his Fathers did, for he had an Undoubted 
Title to the Crown, as Heir to both the Houſes of Tork and 
Lancaſter: And yet it is obſervable, that at his Coroaa- 
tion, (notwithſtanding his Right of Succeſhon) the People 
were ask'd, Whether they would receive him for their King? 
Which if it does not ſhew, that the Conſent of — 
| | People 


} 
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people, is neceſſary to the being of a King, it muſt pals for 
an inſignificant Ceremony. It is ſaid, his firſt Years were a 

Reign by Book; being come from good Inſtruction and Con- 
templation to Action: So that the Notions he had at firſt 
learn'd, ſtuck by him ſome years. And therefore in the be- 
ginn ing of his Reign he Redreſs d the Grievances of his Peo- 
ple, and gave up tho'e two devouring Caterpillars, Empſon 
and Dudley, as Victims to the Rage cf his Oppreſſed Subjects, 
cauſing them both to be Beheaded upon TJower- hill; and the 
reſt of that Rabble of Informing Catchpoles, Promoters; 
Knights of the Poſt, Cc. were expoſed to the too Eaſy. 
Puniſhments of the Stocks and Pillories, in divers Places. of 
the Kingdom. And thus far the King run well: But who. 
hinder'd him from purſuing this Courſe ? I anſwer, *Twas 

his giving himſelf up to the Conduct of Favourites, and par- 
ticularly Cardinal Woolſey z who having Engroſs'd the King's 
Favour, Piouſly told him, He might lay aſide the uſe of his 
Underſtanding, and his own Conſideration, ( no doubt to rely 

upon his) That he ſhou*d not need to trouble himſelf with 
frequenting the Council-Table, but might take his Pleaſure; 
and he himſelf would give him Information: This was ad- 
mirable Counſel to be given by a Prieft? But by this means 
he cauſes the King to give up the Reins to his own unbridled 
Inelination, and by ingroffing him to himſelf, diſoblig'd the 
King's real Friends, and caus*d the Archbiſhop-of Canterbury; 
the Biſhop of Wincheſter, and the Dukes of Norfolk and Suf= . 
folk, to withdraw from Court, and topp'd his Prerogative up- 

on the King's, and led him away by his own. miſ-guided and 
falſe Oracle; and perſwades and puts the King upon lend- 
ing the Emperour Money, who was poor and Inſolvent; be- 
cauſe, forſooth, the French King had with-held the Revenue 
of the Biſhop of Tournay, that is, bis own. It would be end⸗ 
lels. to run over the ſeveral Inftaaces of Wolſcy*s Pride, wheres. 
in he even out-did the Pope; I was about to ſay, and the 
Devil himſelf too; for nothing could reſtrain it. But whilft 
Weolſey was thus guilty, to be ſure the King could not be 
Inaocent : For, whatever the King protelied, E can't be- 
licve that the Cardinal, wou d without the King's knowledge 
grant Commiſſions under the Great Seal of England, where» 
by every Man was required to depoſe the true and certain 
value of his Eftate, and then to pay Four Shillings in the 
Pound, of every Fifty Pounds and upwards z which; at that 
time ot Day wou'd have been a great Oppreſſion, had it been 
by Parliament: But that this ſnhou'd be done by the Car- 
dinal, without the King's knowledge or conſent, is ſuch 4 
Piece of Treaſon as I believe no Subject before was ever 
guilty of; and which the Cardinal himſelf durſt never At- 
tempt: *Tis true, when the King ſaw it wou'dn't take, and 
that the People refustd to pay it in all parts bf the King- 
dom; hé put à ſtop to the — of thoſe Commiſſions 
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and diſown*d- the thing. And well he might, for it was a 
bold violation of the Fundamental Rights of the People; 
and a diſſolving of Magna Charta with a witneſs. And there- 
fore the King to ſalve all, declares that he would not but by 
Courſe of Law defire any thing of his People, tho“ his Wants 
were great. And yet at the ſame time asks em for Money 
by way of Benevolence; which was by many of the Com- 
miſſioners exacted with as much Rigour as tho* it had been 
done by Law; (for Kings ſeldem want Arbitrary Tools to 
execute their Lawleſs Wills. ) Yet it ſeems the People 
underſtood themſelves ſo well, that many refuſed to give any 
thing; alledging the Statute that was made againſt the de- 
manding of Benevolences in the Reign of King Ktchard the 
Third. So that the King's very defiring a Benevolence 
was contrary to Law. Which gives me further ground to 
believe that the King was Privy*to the giving forth of thoſe 
Commiſhons, tho“ he thought it not fo proper for him to 
own it; which yet the Cardinal's Proud Spirit knew not how 
to bear. And therefore, let who will have the Odium of 
granting thoſe Commiſhons, he was reſolv'd to have the 
Credit of recalling em himſelf; in order whereto, he re- 
quir'd the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to come before him, to 
whom he proteſted, that becauſe he ſaw and perceiv'd that 
thoſe Taxes were too heavy for 'em to bear, and becaule he 
had a hearty Affection for em, he therefore had been a hum - 
ble Supplicant to the King to revoke the ſaid Commiſſions, 
and wholly to rely upon their free Benevolence and good 
Will. By which it appears that he valu'd his own Repurati- 
on more than the Kings, notwithſtanding the Kings Extra- 
ordinary Favours to him: Which is no unuſual thing with 
Favourites, eſpecially thoſe who from a low Condition are 
advanc'd to the higheſt Dignities. It was charg'd as an Ar- 
ticle againſt V oolſey, that he was in all his Letters wont to 
uſe this Phraſe, Ego G Rex meus, ſetting himſelf above the 
King; but even this did not content him, for he wou'd have 
been above all Kings, aſpiring to have been Pope; but be- 
cauſe the Emperour made an Intereft againſt him in the 
Conclave, he was reſolved to be Reveng'd of the Emperour, 
by cauſing the King to Repudiate Queen Catharine which 
was the Empeerur's Aunt, And yet this Revenge upon the 
Emperour ended in his own Deſtruction, as in the Proſecu- 
tion of this matter will appear. Which tho? it made at that 
time ſo great a noiſe in the World, yet a true Account there- 
of deſerves as much to be part of our Secret Hiſtory, as any 
other thing whatſoever ; and which will inſtruct us how to 
make a true judgment both of the King and of his Favourite; 
and ſhew us the Reaſon of ſome Tranſactions that before were 
in the Dark, and kept as a Secret Arcana. 


Cardinal 
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Cardinal Woolſey, upon his firſt Promotion by the King, 
male it his Buſineſs to dive into the King's Secret Inclina- 
tions; and finding him a Man given to Pleaſures, he was very 
willing to indulge bim therein: And therefore it was, that 
when his Ancient Counſellors adviſed him tobe ſometimes 
preſent in Council, to conlult about the Weighty Affairs of 
the Government; Woolſcy- on the contrary perſwaded him 
from Fatiguing himſelf with State-Affairs, aſſuring him, That 
if he wou d allow him ſufficient Authority, he wou d eaſe him 
of that Tronble, and manage all things to his own content. 
This Advice was readily embrac'd by him who valu'd more 
the gratifying of his Juvenile Inclinations than he did the 
Proſperity and Welfare of the Kingdom : By which means 
the Cardinal had the opportunity of killing two Birds with 
a ſtone, and at the ſame time both gratify'd the Prince, and 
got the chief Management of all Affairs into his own Hands, 
the King Heng only wich his Eyes, and hearing with his 
Ears. And to ſecure this Power which he had gain'd over 
the Kings Affections, he contriv'd all manner of Pleaſures and 
Diverſions ſuitable to his Juvenile Temper 3 as Making, 
Dancing, Banqueting, Entertaining young Ladies, and variety 
of other Paſtimes; by which means he #ill civeted himſelf 
further into the King's Affections, and Ruled even more than 
the King himſelf, | | Naka 

'The Cardinal being Naturally of a Proud and Ambitious 
Spirit, and knowing his Intereſt in the Xing, thought no- 
thing cou'd be too great For him to attempt; and therefore 
ſent to the Emperour to uſe his Intereſt to advance him to 
the Papacy, Pope Adrian the 6:h. being newly dead: But 
not having ſo great an Intereſt in the Emperour as he had 
ia the King, he receiv'd from him a difobliging Anſwer : 
the Emperour it ſeems not looking upon him as a Perſon 
qualify'd for the Papal Dignity ; or at leaft, as one that wou't 
not promote his Intereſt. The Cardinal hereupon grew ſo 


furious, that he Ent the Emperour word, That if be wou'd 


not end-avour lis Advancement, be wou'd make ſuch 4 Refiling | 
among the Chriſtian Princes, that there bad not been the like 
for an hundred years before, tho“ it ſhowd coſt bim the whole 
Kingdom of England. The Emperour, amaz'd at this inſo- 
len: Letter, anſwer'd it in Print, bidding the Cardinal have a 
_ of going about what might Ruin himſelf and the King- 
6 f 

The Cardinal, to avenge himſelf in ſome meaſure of the 
Emperour, put a Scruple in the King's Head about the Le- 
gality of his Marriage with the Queen, who had been his 
Brother Arthur's Wite : Whereby the Cardinal knew he 
Sratify'd the King, who thought he had had the Queen long 
enough, and whom he knew to be deſirous of change; for 
he had before Emaſculated his Mind with Vicious — Lan 
and made him readily i” of Leudneſs: For as to 


{cruple - 


% 
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ſcruple of Conſcience, that that was only a Trick to cover 
and conceal the true Cauſe: And now was an opportune 
time to do it: For a Report was ſpread abroad that Pope 
Clement (who ſucceeded Adrian) was Dead, and the Cardi- 
nal having been long ſick of the Pope, and finding the King 
lately fick of his Wife, V oolſey perſwades the King there was 
no ſpeedier 'way to compals his Deſires, than to procure him 
to be choſen Pope, and then to requite him for his kindneſs, 
he wou'd Divorce him from his Wife: And this Argumem 
had ſo much force with the King, that he immediately ſent 
away to Gardiner, ( afterwards Biſhop of Wincheſter") who 
was then at Rome, to make all the Intereft he cou'd among 

the Cardinals, and to omit no means that might bring it a- 
bout. Tho? this indeed was but building Caſtles in the Air, 
for the ſame Report that had made Pope Clement dead, had 
brought him to Life again, ſoon after the Meſſenger was 

one. 1 0 

6 But tho there was at preſent no Proſpett of Woolſey's being 
made Pope, yet the King's pretended Scruple of Conſcience 
ſtill continued and increaſed z and the Cardinal being un- 
willing to be known to be the Perſon that firft put this 
Scruple into the King's Head, had ſecretly influenc'd Long- 
land Biſhop of Linclon (his Majeſtie's Confefſor ). to inſtill his 
own doubts into the King, as living in Adultery with his 
Brother's Wife; which the ſaid Bifhop did, at the Inftiga- 
tion of the Cardinal, who bath hated the Emperour, and had 
an Averſion to the Queen; for that ſhe, (being a very Re- 
ligious Princeſs, according to the Popiſh Religion ) had often 
reproved the Cardinal for his Looſe and Inordinate Life: 
Nor is it without Reaſon that the Cardinal was alſo ſuſpe&- 
ed to have influenc'd the Biſhop of Tarbe, who coming to con- 


clude an Alternative Treaty between the French King and 


King #enry, whereof one Article was of a Marriage between 
Francis the French King, and the Lady Mary, the King's only 


Daughter; the Biſhop objected againft thg Legitimacy of the 


ſaig Lady Mary, on the account of her Mother's being his Bro- 
ther's Wife. And tho theſe things gave the King a Plauſible 
Pretence for his fore-mention*d Scruple ; yet it was the Voice 


of the People that the Cardinal was the Fomenter of all, as 


has been declared; tho* the Iſſue was far otherwiſe than what 
the Cardinal at firſt intended. For the Cardinal propound- 
ed to the King, upon the obtaining of a Dworce, to take 
Margaret the Dutcheſs of Alanſon to Wife, who was Sifter to 


the French King, and a very Beautiful Lady. 


The King being now refolved upon a Divorce, ſends to 
Rome, to obtain it there, where his Father obtain*d a Dil- 
penſation for his Marriage: And made this the ground of 
his deſiring it, that the having of his Brothers Wife was 


againſt the Law of God; and that therefore the Legitimacy 


of his only Child, who was like to be the Heir of his Crown, 
1 Was 
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was queſtion*d by other Princes; for which Reaſon he deſires 
a Diverce, that he may be enabled to Marry again, and 
leave an unqueſtionable Iſſue behind bim. But the Pope, 
however willing he wou'd have been to gratify the King; 
yet in this tender Point fore-ſaw ſo many Inconveniencies, 
that he knew not how to do it; for by granting the King's 


defire, he ſhou*d not only diſoblige the Emperour, which was 


much nearer him than King Henry, and therefore of whom 
he was more afraid; but alſo he ſhou'd thereby give a biow 
to the Papal Chair it ſelf : For if the Diſpenſation of the 
Pope to enable the King to Marry his Brothers Wife, were 
not Valid, then was the Pope miſtaken in his Grant, and ſo 
not infallible 5 by which means the whole Doctrine of the 
Romiſh Church might be call'd in Queſtion, and oppugned, 
as being contrary to God's Law: Theſe things the Pope 
was well enough aware of, and yet was not willing to break 
with King Henry neither; but hoping time might alter 
things, finds out continual delays before he came to any 
Determination: And then, becauſe it was in a Matrimonial 
Cauſe, pretends the Perſons muſt be actually preſent z to 
which end he Empowers Cardinal Campeius with Legantine 
Power, to hear and determine matters in England, joyning 
Cardinal Voolſey, withont whom nothing cou*d be done, in 
the ſame Commiſſion with him; and Cardinal Campeius 
knowing the Pope's Mind, made not over-much hafte in his 
coming; by which delays not only the King's Patience was 
try*d, but the Months of the People were open: For whe 


Campeius was arrived in England, and Cardinal Woolſey. his 


| Colleague was joyned with him, they ſpent Six whole Months 
in Conſultation, only concerning their manner of Proceeding 
in the King's Divorce. 

In the mean time, the King underſtanding that for all his 
Pretences, of Scruple of Conſcience, he was hardly ſpoken 


of by many of. his Subjeft, eſpecially of the Women-kind, 
28 1 


he took this Courſe, and made all this ado, more to 
ſatisfy bis Luſt, than his Conſcience: He thought it con- 
venient, for the putting a ſtop to all ſuch Rumours, to Aſſem- 
ble all the Nobles of the Realm, Judges, Lawyers, Knights 
and Gentlemen, as cou*d conveniently attend; to whom, he 
ſpoke as followeth, | 
* Twenty Years have almoſt run their Courſe, faithful 
* and loving Subjects, ſince We began Our Reign among 
* you ; in all which Tra& of Time We have ſo behaved Our- 
„ ſelf, that We hope We have neither given you cauſe to 
* Complain, nor Our Enemies to glory. No Foreign Power 


„ hath endeavoured ought againft you, but to his own Loſs; + 


* neither have We employed Our Arms any where, but We 
* have Triumphantly Erected Our glorious Trophies: 50 
© that whether you conſider the Sweet Fruits of Peace and 
Plenty, or the Glory of Our Warlike Exploits, We dare 

N 3 & boldly 
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2 boldly avouch We have ſhewed Our: ſelf not unworthy of 

4 Our Anceſtors, whom ( without Offence be it ſpoken) 

5 We have in all Points Equalled. But when We refle& 

upon the neceſſary End of Our frail Life, We are ſurprized 

; with Fear leaft the Mileries of future Times ſhould ſo ob- 

* ſcure the Splendor of Our preſent Felicity, that as the 

7 Agmans did after the Death of Auguſtus, ſo you may hete- 

4 After be forced to wiſh with Tears, either that We had 

never been born, or that We might have perpetually lived 

Ito goyern you. We ſee many here prelent, who in re- 

2 gard of their Age, might have been Parties in the late 

Civil Wars, which for Eighty. Years together, ſo miſerably 

' rended this Realm, no Nan knowing whom to acknow- 

** ledge for his Soveraign, until the happy Conjunction of 

_ * Our Parents did not only reſolve, but took away all Cauſe of 

further doubt. Conſider then whether after Our Death 

“ vou can hope for better Days, than when the Factions of 

Tork and Iancaſier diſtractec this Realm. We have a 

Daughter, which We the more Aﬀettionately tender, he- 

** cauſe ſhe is Our ſole Iſſue. But We would have you 

* know, that having lately treated with our dear Brother of 

, France, between this our Daughter, and #enry Duke of 

* Orleans his younger Son, both of Us were well plealed 

* with this Alliance, until one- of his Privy -Council made a 

*© Queſtion of Our Daughters Birth; for it was much to 

* b<= doubted left ſhe were to be held legitimate, being 

© begotten of Us and that Mother who had before been 

Married to Our. Deceaſed Brother: Saying, It was utter- 

* ly repugnant to the Word: of God, that any one ſhould 

Marry his Brothers Widow; wherefore he was of Opinion 

that this Match with Our Beloved Spouſe, was to be 

* deemed no other than Inceſtuous. How grievouſly this 

Relation afflicted Us, GOD, the Searcher of Our Hearts, 

knows: For theſe Words did ſeem to queſtion not only 

© Our dear Conlort and Our Daughter, but even the very 

« Eftate of Our Soul, which after Death muſt neceſſarily 

undergo Eternal and Inevitable Torments, if being ad- 

s moniſhed of ſo horrible an Iuceſt, We ſhould not endea- 

e your an Amendment. And for your parts, you cannot 

E hut foreſee how great Dangers, by reaſon of this doubt, 

$ do threaten you and your Poſterity. Being therefore de- 

e firous (as the caſe indeed required) to be ręſolved in this 

a & Point, We firſt: conterted with Our Friends, and chen with 

| * the moſt Learned in the Laws, both Divine and Human; 

who indeed were ſo far from Satisfying Us, that! they left 

us more perplexcd. We therefore had recourſe to the 

Holy Apoſtolick See, to the Decree whereof We think it 

4 fitting chat Our Self and all others ſhould be Obedient. 

# To this and na other End, We call Immertal GOD to 

a bu witnes, have we procured this Venerable Legates + AS 2 a 
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the Queen, our moſt beloved Conſort, whatſoever Wor 
« men may Tattle, or ill-will mutter in private, We do 
« willingly and moft Ingenuouſly profeſs, that in Nobleneſs 
« of Mind ſhe far tranſcends the Greatneſs of her Birth: 
4 Sg that if we were now. at Liberty, and free for a Second 
Choice, We take GOD to Witnels that among all the 
« Plenty of the World's Beauties, We would not make choice 
4 of any other, if lawfully We might, than of this our now 
« Queen ; one, in regard of her Mildneſs, Wiſdom, Humility, 
« Sanity of Mind and Converſation, We are verily. per- 
„ ſwaded not to be parallel'd. But when we conſider that 
e are beftowed on the World to other Ends than the 
« purſuit. of Our own Pleaſures, We have thought it meet 
« rather to undergo the hazard of an uncertain Judgment, 
than to commit Impiety againſt GOD, the Liberal giver 
« of all Bleſſings, and Ingratitude againſt our Country, the 
« Weal and Satety whereof, each one ſhou'd prefer before 
« his Private Life or Funes. Thus much have you heard 
from Our own Mouth, And we hope that you will here-. 
« after give no heed either to Seditious Detractions, or idle 
4“ Rumours of the People. 

This Speech of the King's was either taken well or ill, 
according to the divers Diſpoſitions of the Hearers ; ſome 
indeed lameating the King's, but many more the Queens 
Caſe z notwithſtanding the King's fair Pretences, and plau- 
ſible Proteftations , elpecially thoſe that knew he had al- 
ready caſt an Amorous Eye upon another Lady,which made 
the King the more Impatient oi Delay. 2 
At length therefore the Legates began the Suit concern- 
ing the King's Divorce, the King reſiding then at his Palace 
of Bride- well, near Black-Friars, London. In which there was 
ſuch a Mock Scene brought upon the Stage, as the Hiftories 
of no other Nation ever afforded: In which a Puiſſant 
Monarch, actually bearing Soveraign Rule in his Kingdom, 

being cited by the Voice of an Apparitor, made his Perfonal 
Appearance before his own Judges: ( For tho' Cardinal 
Compeius was no Natural born Subject of the King's, yet as 
Biſhop of S/#5ury he was allo his Subject, and admitted to 
act his Legantine Power by the King's Conſent ). 

For the acting of this Interlude, a Chair of State, where- 
to was an Aſcent, of ſome Steps, was placed for the King; 
and by the fide of it another, ( bur a little lower) for the 
Queen, Before the King, at the South Step ſat the Legates z 
but ſo, as the one ſeemed to fit at his Right hand, the other 
at his Left. Next to the Legates ſtood the Apparitors, and 
other Officers of the Court; and among them Gardiner , 
( after Biſhop of /incheſter ) appointed Regiſter in this Buſi- 
neſs. Before the Judges, within the Limits of the Court lat 

the Archbiſhop: of Canterbury, wich all the other Biſhops 05 
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the Realm: At the further End, of each fide, were the Ad. 
vocates and Proctors retainꝰd for each Party. 
The Court being thus formally ordered, the Apparitor 
was ordered by the Regifter to cite the King, who forthwith 
cried aloud, HENRY, King of England, Come into the Court: 
Who thereupon aniwered, Here I am, Then the Apparitor 
being alſo ordered to cite the Queen, cried, Catharine, Queen 
of England, Come into the Court: To which the Queen made 
no Anſwer, but riling from her Seat, went directly to the 
King; to. whom on her knees, purpoſely raiſing her Voice 
that everv one might hear her, the is ſaid to have ſpoken as 
follows: Sir, I humbly beſeech your Majeſty ſo to dealt with 
me at thy preſent, that I may neitber baue cauſe to complain of 
Injuſtice, nor that you have debar*d me the favour of your womed 
Clemency. I am bere 4 Woman and a Stranger, deſittute of 
Friends and Counſel ; ſo that plead for my ſelf I cannot, aud 
whom elſe to Employ, I know not. My Kindred and Friends 
are far off, neither can 1 ſafely rel any bere, in a matter of 
ſo great Conſequence. They that are bere retain'd for me, ave 
no other then hom you have been pleasd to appoint, and are 
Jour own Subjects, who if they wou*d deal uprightly, (which few 
believe they dare de) yet can they not here withſtand your deter- 
minate Will and Pleaſure. But what have wretched ] committed, 
that after Twenty years ſpent in Peareable Medlock, and having 
born you ſo many Children, you ſlou'd now at length think of 
putting me. away? 1 was, I confeſs, the Widow of your Brother, 
if at leaſt ſhe may be accounted a Widow, whom ber Husband 
never knew, For I take Almighty GOD to witneſs, and I am 
perſwaded you cannot be [gnorant of it, that I came to your Bed 
an Unſpotted Virgin; from which time, how ] baue bebav'd my 
ſelf, I am content to appeal even to them, whoſoever they art, 
that do wiſh me leaft good. Certainly whatſoever . their Verditl 
may be, you bave always found me a moſt faithful (Servant, J 
may better ſay, than ) Wife ;, having never, ib my knowledge, 
withſtood your Pleaſure ſo much as in ſhew. / always loved thoſe 
whom I thought you favoured, without queſtioning i beir deſerts. 
I ſo carefully ſurthered and procured your Pleaſures, that I rather 
fear I have offended God, in too much endeauouring your Content, 
than that I bave any way failed in the leaſt performance' of my 
Duty. Ey this my Obſervance unto you, if ſo be you ever thought 
it worthy of © Regard, by our Common Iſſue, by the Memory of my 
Father, whom you ſometimes held-dear, I do bumbly beg that you 
would be pleaſed to defer 1h: farther hearing of this Cauſe, until 


beving ſent into Spain, I may thence be adviſed by my Friends 


in thu Caſe what Courſe to rake, "If then in Fultice it ſhall le 
_ #hought meet to rend me from you, 4 part of whom 1 bave ſo 
gong been, ( the appreberfimm whereof dotb more terrify me than 
Death?) 1 wilt even in this continue my long obſerved courſe of 
Obedience. But as often 4g call to mind the Wiſdom of Our 
Parent, by whoſe Eniteqyours and Conſent this M wr 
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raified, I camor but hope very well of my Cauſe. Tour Father 
was for bis admirable Wiſdom accounted a Second Solomon; 
neither can Spain throughour the whole Succeſſhons of the Kings 
of Jo many Kingdoms, produce any one who may parallel my Fa- 
ther Ferdinand: And what kind of Counſellors muſt we think 
theſe Princes bad, that all ſhould as it were conſpire to burle Us 
imo the Miſeries of an Inceſtuous Marriage? No queſtion was 
then made concerning the Lawfulneſs of thus Match, and yet thoſe 
Times afforded Learned Men : Tea, and ( whereof to my harm 
1 bave bad Experimental knowledge) in Holineſs of Life, and 
love of the Truth, far ſurpaſſing the Flatteries of theſe Times, 
The Queen having ended her Speech, roſe up, and making 
a low Courtſy to the King, inſtead of returning to her Seat, 
as it was thought ſhe would, went ftraight out of the Court; 
every ore Wondering what the Queen intended. But be- 
fore ſhe had gone far, the King perceiving ſhe was going 
out, commanded the Apparitor to call her back again z whe 
cried out, Katharine, Qufen' of England, come into the Court: 
Whereupon the Gentleman who led her, told her ſhe was 
called; to whom ſhe replied, I bear it very well, but go you 
on; 1 cannot hope for Fuſtice in this Court: Let them proceed 
againſt me in-what manner they will, I am reſolved not ro ſtay. 
So away ſhe went, and wou'd never after be perſwaded to 
make her Appearance either Perſonally or by a Proctor. ; 
After ſhe was gone, the King commended her in thoſe 
Terms that might befit a great Affection, and her Excellent 
Vertues; largely proteſting how deſirous be was to continue 
in that Eſtate, ſo that neither bis Soul, nor the Common. wealth 
might be endanger*d by it, And upon this Woolſey takes the 
opportunity of endeavouring to clear himſelf of firſt putting 
the Scruple into the King's Head, beſeeching his Majeſty, 
bat foraſmuch as it was bruited abroad tlat it was be that bad 
perſwaded bim to this Divorce, bis l would vouchſafe to 
ſignify to the preſent Aſſembly bow far this Report was tue. 
The King, tho“ he knew well enough that. Fame had not at 
all herein belied the Cardinal, yet to ſecure his Favourite 
from the general hate of the People, affirmed the Biſhop. of 
Tarbe to have firft'mention*d this Scruple to him, and adviſed 
him to this courſe : And that the Biſhop of Lincoln his Confeſſor, 
and other Biſhops with whom he had conferred, did the like. 
And you, my Lord of Canterbury, ſaid the King, you being 
Metropolitan, 1 got Licenſe of you to put the Matter in queſtion, 
to which grant you all put your Seals, as here in Cout is 10 
be ſeen. True it is, faid the Archbiſhop , and I doubt not 
but all my Brethren here will acknowledge the ſame. Not ſo, 
(ſaid the Biſhop of Rocheſter ) you never bad my hand to that 
Inſtrument , nor never ſhall, Indeed, ſaid the Archbiſhop , 
you did it not your ſelf , but admitted me 10 ſubſcribe your 
Name, and allowed me your Seal, Under your Correction, (aid 
© Rocheſter ; tbat is not ſo, Well, well, ſaid the King, you 


wh of - dow are. 


. 


186 


* 


be True Secret Hiſtory-of 
are but one Man, acainſt whom at this tine we will not dif 
gate. And ſo roſc up, and the Court adjourn'd till another 
day. And theſe were the Acts of the firſt Day. 

But tho“ the Queen refuſed to appear any more, yet 
the Court went on, Examining Witneſſes, and made a ſhew 
at leaſt, as if they wou'd have come to a Determination, 
the Lawyers pleading on each ſide. The Advocates for the 
King alledging that it was not in the Pope's Power to Ra- 
tiſy the Marriage, and make that Lawful, which the Law 
of GOD and Nature had pronounced Unlawful. That 
Catbarine had been law fully Married to Prince Arthur, the 
King's Elder Brother; and that the Nuptials were pub- 
lickly Solemniz*d no Man cou'd deny: And many Cir- 
cumſtances did manifeſt the Conſummating of the Marriage 
by a Carnal Conjunction. And indeed conſidering the Age 
of Prince Arthur, and of Queen Catharine, at the time of their 
Marriage, the Prince being Fitteen, and the Queen ſomething 
more, and that they Bedded together for near Five Months, 
it ſeems to me very ſtrange that the Queen ſhouꝭd call GOD 
to Witneſs, as ſhe did, bat when fhe came to King Henty's 
Bed ſbe was an unſpotted Virgin, 1 will therefore ſet down 
ſome of the Depolitions that were made, and then let the 
Reader judge as he pleaſes. | 

The Dutcheſs of Norfoll, who was preſent at the Marriage, 
declared the Age of I'rince Arthur at the Time of his taid 
Marriage, to be about Fifteen ; and did poſitively affirm, 


That ſhe ſaw Prince Artbur and the Lady Catharine alone in 


Bed together, the next Night after their Marriage. | 

. George Earl of Shrewsbury depos d the Marriage was Cele 
brated at St. Paul's Decimo Seprimo Henrici Septimi, 1501. 
Adding further that Prince 4thur was born at i incheſier 
Secundo Henrici Septimi, and that he helievꝰd the Prince knew 
His Lady Carnally; both as being able ſo to do, as allo be- 
cauſe himſelf knew his Wife, not being Sixteen. | 
Sir William Thomas Knight, depoſed, That Prince Arthur 
and the Lady Catharine lived five Months, partly about Lon- 
don, and partly at Ludlow, in Houſhold together, as Man and 
Wife; and that he heard Sir Wiliam Wooddl, who was at the 


of his Marriage, and the Lady Cabirine Elder. 
© 7 Thomas Marqueſs of Dorſet depoſed, he ſaw. a Regiſter 


of. the Nativity of the King's Children, by which he 


found Prince Aribur was born the 20th off September, 1486. 


And that at the time of his Marriage, ( which was upon 
a Sunday , - Decimo Septimo Henrici Hptimi) he was of a 
good and Sanguine Complexion, and able as he ſuppos'd, 
for that purpoſe. W. ee ee, e 
Robert Viſcount Fitzwaters deposd the Prince was then 


about Fifteen , and Queen Xathafine Elder; and that the 
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pred after they Entred to have been Solemnly Bleſs'd ) he 
waited at Breakfaſt on Prince Arthur , where Maurice St, 
Fobn*s did carve, and he the Lord Firzwater gave Drink; 
at which time the ſaid Maurice demanding of the Prince how 
he had done that Night? "The Prince anſwer*d, I bave beer 
in Spain this Night, & 

Charles Duke of Suffolk depoſed, That he was in the Biſhop 
of London's Palace the Morrow next following the day of 
Marriage; and that he waited there upon the Prince at 
Breaſtfaſt, confirming moreover in Effect the Words of 
Maurice St. Fokn , hefore- mentioned. He alſo added, That 
the Sbrove- tide following the Marriage, (which was in 
November preceding) the ſaid Prince began to decay, and 1 
grow feeble in Body; which grew, as the ſaid Sr. John re- 
lated, by reaſon the ſaid Prince lay with the Lady Katharine. 

Thomas Duke of Norfolk, Lord Treaſurer of England, de- 
poſed, That he being the Day of the Marriage in the Biſhop 
of London's Palace, and the Morrow after at the Prince's 
Breakfaft, heard the Prince his Words to Maurice St, Fobn, 
when he ſaid he had been that Night in the midft of Syais; 
by which Words, as alſo becauſe Prince Arthur was, a Gentle- 
man of a good Complexion, and Nature, and above Fifteen, 
he believes that he Carnally knew his Lady, becauſe himſelf 
at the ſame Age did carnally know and ufe-; And he be- 
lieves this the rather, that he heard from Credible Perſons 
that the ſaid Prince Aribur did lie with the ſaĩd Lady Kaths- 
line five or fix Nights after. | | 

Anthony il/gughby «night, depoſed, That being the Mor- 
row after the Marriage in the Prince's P:ivy-Chamber , 
the ſaid Prince ſpake before divers Witneſſes theſe Words, 
Willoughby give ms 4 Cup of Ale, for 1 kave been this Nighs 
in the midſi of pain: After-which he ſaid, It is a good Paſtime 
10 bave a Wife: Which Words he repeated alſo divers - q 
ther times. Moreover ke heard ſay they lay at Zudiow to- 
gether the Shrove-rtde next following. 1 

And now I will leave it to the Reader, whether he will 
believe theſe Depoſitions, or Queen Kgtharine's Proteſtation, 
That ſhe came an unſpotted Virgin to King Henry's Bed, Which 
it the Reader can believe, I muſt acknowledge he has a 
ſtronger. Faith in . that particular, than I have. 27 

But however that matter be, the Legates made but flow" 
proceedings in determining this matter; and the King ob- 
lerved that Cardinal Campeius went more coldly to work 
than he was wont, from whom before this, he expected the 
Promiſed, Deciſion; but it ſeems Fortune had ſince that turned / 
her Wheel, the Empereur's Affairs proſpered in /taly, and 
Pope Clement knew it was not the way to wipe out the Re- 
membrance of an Old Offence by committing a New, and 
therefore he found ſome other pretence to ſend one Francis 


Campana into England ; but his chief. Errand was to will 
Campene into England ; hie Brann 
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Campeius to burn the Bull whereby the King's Marriage had 
before been pronounced void, and to return to Rome with 
fpecd. But the News of the Pope's Sickneſs at the ſame 
time, made him defer the Execution of his Mandate: For 
if Clement had dy'd, the Cardinal might with ſafety have 
. the King, who, to bribe him thereto, had con- 
erred on him the Biſhoprick of Salisbury; and to whom 
the Cardinal had promiſed Succeſs anſwerable to his deſires. 
And if he ſhould permit the King to be thus illuded, he 
fear'd he might be counted beth Iugrateful and Treacheroùs. 
But Campeius underſtanding the Pope was well again, found 
himſelf under a Neceſſity of obeying his Mandate, and burn- 
ing the Bull. 

In the mean time, the King, who was become deeply in 
love with Ann Bolen, according to the Nature of Lovers, 
counting each minute an hour, quickly reſented this Change, 
and never reſted till he knew the whole Carriage of the mat- 
ter. Which as ſoon as he underſtood, his Wrath like Thunder 


fell upon Cardinal V oolſey; who might now well cry out with 
the Comedian, 


"Ns dn Tegys @ Zro nas fect, 
AvAey years Tapaproverre; gecerb ru · 


Jove, and ye gods! How bard a thing 
it is to ſerve a Raging Ring! 


The King had notice that Woolſey had adviſed the Pope 
not. to approve of the Divorce from Catharine, foraſmuch as 
the King was then reſolved to Marry another infected with 
Lutheraniſm. For tho* the Cardinal firſt broach'd this Buſt- 
nels, yet when he found the King wou'd Marry Ann Boler, 
Who was a Favourer of the Reformation, and confequently an 
Enemy to him, he was under-hand as much againft the Di- 
vorce, as he had before been for it, to be reveng*d on the 
Emperour : And when the King came to know this, Hool. 
fez was ſo ſharply taken up and threatned by him, that it 
was eaſy te Read in his Face and Geſtures the Symptoms of 
His Waining Fortune: For the Cardinal at that time return- 
ing from the Court by Water, the Biſhop of Carlifle being 
with him in the ſame Barge, complained of the heat, which 
was then Extraordinary; to whom Woolſey reply*d, My Lord, 
if you had been but now in my Place, you woufd have found it 

indeed: And as ſoon as he came home, he put off his 
.Cloaths, and went fick to Bed. Before he had repoſed him- 
ſelf an Hour and half, the Viſcount Roctfort came to him, 
and in the King's Name commanded him and his Colleague 
to repair inſtantly to the Queen, and exhort her not to con- 
tend any longer with the King; ſince it wou*d be more for 
her good, and the Honour of them both, to ſubmit W 


to the King's Pleaſure, than to undergo the Diſgrace of-a 
publick Judgment; tor chat it was now brought to that Puſh, 
that longer defer*d it could not be. The Cardinal being ac- 
quainted with the King's Pleaſure, preſently got up, and 


who having notice of their coming, went forth and met them. 
After mutual Salutations , the Cardinals deſired ſhe wou*'d 
vouchſafe a few Words in private; but the Queen refuſed to 


he entertain any Conference with them, but where ſhe might 

8. have Witneſſes of what paſſed. Moolſey then began to ſpeak 

fe in Latin ;' but the Queen N him, deſiring, tho ſhe 

„ underſtood Latin, that he would ſpeak in Engliſh. He there- 
upon, in the Names of both Legates, began a Speech in Eng- 

N liſh, wherein he profeſſed a great deal of Obſervance and 


Duty to her; and that they came to no other End, but to 
adviſe her for her good. To which the Queen return'd them 
this Anſwer : Pet ear 10 
ä As for your good Will, I thank you; 4s for your advice, 4 
will give you the bearing, but the matter, I believe, abous 
which you come, is of ſo great Importance, that it will require 
4 great deal of Deliberation , and the belp of 4 Brain ſurs 
paſſing that of Feminine Weakneſs. Tou ſee my Employments, 
{ hewing them a Skein of white Thread hanging about her 
Neck) in this I ſpend my Time amongſt my Maids, which-in- 
deed are none of the greateſt Counſellors, yet I have none o- 
ther in England: And Spain, where they are, on whom: 1 
dare rely, GOD knoweth, is far enough off. ret J am con- 


when we can «0nventently. 8 | 

So taking the Cardinal by the hand, ſhe brought them in- 
to a withdrawing-Room 3 where having attentively heard 
what they had to ſay, ſhe made this Reply: 


That now after Twenty Tears , the Lawfulneſs of my Mar. 7 
riage ſpoud be queilion*d , I cannot ſufficiently wonder; eſpe- + - 


czally when 1 conſider who were the Authors of it: M 
* them are yet alive both in England and Spain. What bind 


# 
+ 


Henry and Ferdinand Oftr Parents, the moſt ſage Princes of their 
time; and their Counſel ſuch without doubt, who for their Wiſ- 
dom were approved of as fit Servants for ſo Fudicious Mabters. 
Beſides the Pope, whoſe Diſpenſation I have to ſhew, and which 
was procured by my Father at no ſmall Charge, But what thing 
is there ſo ſincere and firm, which Envy will not (eek to Hast? 
of theſe my Miſeries 1 can accuſe none but you , my Lord of 
Vork: Becauſe I co not away with your Monſtrous Pride, 
Exceſſive Riot, i horedome, and intollerable Oppreſſion, therefore 
do 1 now ſuffer. And yer not for this only; far, for ſome 
part of your hatred, I am bebolden to my Nephew the Em 


whom, becauſe be did not ſatisfy your inſatiable Ambition, by 


advancing yeh to the. Papacy, you bave ever fines maligned- 
Tow 
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nt to Campeius, who went along with him to the Queen, 


tent to bear what you bave 10 ſay, and will give you an Auſwer 


of Men the reſt were, who are now dead, the World knows. 


1 7 
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Tou threatned 10 be Revenged on him and his Friends, ud 


you bave performed your Promiſe ; for you bave been the only 

Incendiary aud Plotter of all the Wars and Miſchief ag 

bim theſe late years: And I am bis Aunt, whom bow yy 

beve perſecured by raiſmg this new doubt, GOD bnows, to whiſe 
ment only I commend my Cauſe. 

This ſhe ſpake in French, appearing very much mov 


and wou*'d not ſuffer 7#90!/ey to ſpeak in Defence of bite. 


But took her leave of Cardinal Campeius very courteouſſy, 
having given Cardinal Woolſey ſuch a Choak-Pear, as he knew 
not well how to digeft, and yet knew not how to help him- 
ſelf; For he knew what ſhe had aid, eſpecially relating to 
his own particular, to be nothing but the Naked Truth. 

The King being now hopeleſs of the Queen's conſent, 


hafted his Lawyers to forward the Divorce; which they did 


with that Diſpatch, that nothing was now wanting bur giving 
of Sentence, for which a Solemn Day was appointed; which 
cauſed many of the Nobility, and a Multitude of the Com- 
monalty to repair to the Court, expecting that Judg- 
ment wou'd have been given for the King. And the King 
himſelf having conceived ſome hope of the Legates good in- 
tents towards him, cauſed a Seat to be placed for himſelf be- 
hind the Hangings, where without being ſeen, he might 
hear whatever paſſed, or was ſpoken in Court. The Cardi- 
nals being Seated, the Kings Advocates earneftly required 
that Sentence might be given on their fide: Upon which 
Campieus ſtanding up, as well as he could for the Gout, ſpake 
as follows: | NES 

I have heard and diligently Examined whatſoever hath 
* been alledged in the King's behalf. And indeed the Argu- 
0 ments are fuch, that I might and ought to Pronounce for 


A the King, if two Reaſons did not controul my on deſires 


Sof doing his Majeſty Right: The Queen you fee with- 


draus herſelf from the Judgment of this Court, having be- 


* fore us Excepted againft the Partiality of the Place, where 


* the faith nothing can be determined without the _ \ 


of the Plaintiff. Moreover his Holineſs, who is the Fou 


„ tain and Life of our Authority, hath by a Meſſenger given od 
„ us to underſtand, that he hath reſerved this Cauſe for his 


%% on hearing: So that if we would never ſo fain proceed 
*.any farther, peradventure we cannot, I am ſure we may 
not. Wherefore (which only remaineth ) I do here Diſ- 
©:ſolve the Court. Other than this, as the Caſe frands, I 
cannot do: And I beſeech them whom this Cauſe con. 
< cerns, to take in good part what I have done. Which if 
they will not, altho it may trouble me, yet not ſo much 
4% as to regard the Threats of any one. I am a feeble Old 


Man; and ſee Death ſo near me, that in a matter of ſo 
A great Conſequence, neither Hope, nor Fear, nor any other 


« reſpe(t 


(ft 


« my [elf ready to appear, ſhall ſyay me. * 
How the King was pleas'd to find himſeff thus diſappotsr- 
ell, may be eaſily imagined; and how it was' taken by the 
Nobility and Gentry, the Words of the Duke of Suff 4g 
clare, who ftepping out of his Place, and ſtriking his Ham 
upon the Table, ſaid, with a ſtern Conntenance, It was never 
merry with England. ſince we have bal any Cardinals amongſt ur. 
To whom Woolſey in a few words replied, That it was not 
bis Power to proceed without Autbo, n tbe Pope zund ba 
ao Man ongbt to accuſe rbem, for not doing that to which their 
Power did not extend. | | 6-4 4 
But the King's implacable Anger (having now loſt all 
hope of doing his Buſineſs at Rome, or by means of the Pope) 
admitted of no Excuſe , but Woolſey himſelf muſt become 
Sacrifice to appeaſe it. As for Campeius, tho? he had leave 
to depart, yet at Calais he had his Carriages, even to his 
Cloak$ag and Males, ſearched by the King's Commands, 
upon pretence that i/ool/ey intending an Eſcape, had by Cam- 
peius convey*d his Trealure for Ame. But the true and Se- 
cret Reaſon was, not ſo much for the Treaſure, as for the 
Bull he brought over with him for allowing the King's Di- 
vorce; but that being convicted of Hereſy, was upon Francis 


Campana's coming over, committed to the Flames. But the 


King cou*d not believe it was burned; and if it was found, it 
wou*d be enough to Countenance his Second Marriage. Bat 


found it was not, nor ſcarxce ſo much Money in all the Card 


nal's Carriages as had been'given him by the King. 

The Cardinal Legates having thus Diffolved tkeir Courts, 
and left the matter of the Divorce in ſuſpence ; the Secret 
Working of Divine Providence (which oftentimes brings 


forth Good out of Evil ) did fo over- rule this matter, aa 


that it occaſion d the Downfal of the Pope's Power in Eng- 
lmd; The Reformation having already begun to dawn: 


aniſh, as ſoon as the bright Beams of Light and Truth began 


Us black Miſts of Popiſh Ignorance and Error beginning to 


© ſpread its Inlightning Rays: For while the matter of 


TS 


"Divorce hung thus in a Sulpence, it happened that Dr. Cran- 


mer, Dr. Stephens, and Dr. J ox, dined all together at Waltham; 
where the two.latter, being great Agents: for the King, fell 
into Diſcourſe of the King's Cauſe, diſcuſſing it by the-Chvil 
Law; Well, ſaid Dr. Cranmer, if 1 might be beard, I think it 
might be much better try by GOD Law, by which the King 
ſhou*d be ſurer ſertled in the C4:ſe of bis Conſcience, than thus to 
be poſted off with delays from year to year, This Speech of 


_ Cranmer's Dr. Fox made known to the King, who immediate- 
ly ſent for Cranmer, and conferred with him, and commanded - 


him to write his Mind in the matter, but with this Caukion, 


not to reſpect the Perſons, but the Cauſe. And then ordered 
the Earl of FFiltſbire to take care of Books for _ = 
| urni 
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farniſh him with what he wanted. In Proſecution whereof 
the Doctor proved by the Holy Scriptures, General Councils, 
Antient and Modern Writers, That tbe Pope had no Authority 
0 diſpence with the VVord of God, nor the Scriptures. This, 
when he had finiſhed, he preſented to the King; who when 
he had Read and weighed it, ſaid to Cranmer. VVill you, Mr, 
Doctor, abide by what you have writ ? That will I, by God's 
Grace , reply'd Dr. Cranmer , even 270 rhe Pope bimſelf. 
Marry ( quoth the King) to bim you ſhall go. And thereupon 
Thomas Earl of VVilrſurre, with Dr. Stokeſly Ele& of London, 
Cranmer, and ſeveral other Doctors, were ſent to the Pope 
then at Bonony in Italy: Where the Day being come for 
Audience, and the Propolitions r made, Tbat no Man, 
Jure Divino, cou d or ought to Marry bis Brothers VViſe, and 
that the Biſhop of Rome con d by no means diſpence to the contrary, 
To this it was reply*d, That it ſbou*d be anſwer*d at more leiſure, 
when the Pope return'd to Rome. And ſo the Ambaſſadors 
were diſmiſs*d, and return'd to England: But Cranmgr took 
his way to the Emperour, being then at Vienna in his Expe- 
dition againſt the Turks; Unto whoſe Learned Men he offer. 
ed Diſputation; and in private Conference ſo ſatisfied Cor- 
nelius Agrippa, the moſt reputed for Learning in the Em- 
perour's. Court, that he held the Propoſition moſt true: 
Whereupon ether Learned Men were diſcouraged from Dif. 
puting, and ſuffered Cranmer to depart without Encountering 
Him any further. But let us a little look back, and ſee what 

became of V Voolſey. Notes 
One well obſerves of this Cardinal, that his Riſing and his 
Fall were alike ſudden, neicher of them by degrees; but as 
the Lion gets his Prey, by Leaps. For ſoon after the De- 
parture on bis Colleague, the Dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk 
came to him in the King's Name, commanding bim to ſur- 
render the Great Seal: But the Cardinal pleaded, That the 
King had by Patent made him Lord Chancellor during term 
of Life, and by Conſequence committed the Cuſtody of the 
Great Seal to him. Nevertheleſs. he wou'd reſign his Place 
it his Majeſty io commanded; But he thought it not fit, 
having received the Seal from the King, to deliver it to any 
other, but upon ſpecial command. The Lords Returning to 
Windſor, where the Court then was, the next day brought the 
King's Letter; which being Read by the Cardinal, he imme- 
diately delivered the Great Seal; the keeping whereof was 
ſoon after given to Sir Thomas More. The Great Seal being 
thus taken from him, he was commanded by the King to 
leave Tork-Place, ( ſince called V hite - Hall) and to depart to 
Aſber, a Country-Houſe, near Hampton-Court, His Officers 
were allo charged to Inventory and bring forth his Goods, 
whereupon much brave Furniture made into Hangings, be- 
ſides whole Pieces of Rich Stuffs; were ſet upon divers Tables 


In his Houſe; which 1 wou'd ſcaree have mention'd but — 
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the vaſt quantity of them; for of fine Holland alone there was 
2 Thouſand Pieces, beſides the Walls of his Gallery. on the 
one ſide were hang'd with Rich Suits of Cloth of Gold, Cloth 
of Silver, Cloth of Tiffue, Cc. On the other fide was plac'd 
the moſt Glorious Suit of Copes that had been ſeen in Eng- 
und. In a Chamber near to the Gallery, was a great Cup» 
board of Plate of Maſſy Gold; and in a Chamber adjoyning 
vaſt quantities of other Plate. All which the Cardinal com- 
manded Sir V illiam Gaſcogne his Treaſurer, to be deliver'd to 
the King when he was requir'd. n 

Soon after this, PHoolſey was accus'd of Treaſon in Parlia- 
ment, Forty fire Articles being preferred againſt him, for 
which I refer the Reader to this Kings General Hiftory, and 
ſhall only inſert two of them, that the Reader may have a 
Specimen of his Pride, and Leudneſs ; and that Queen Katha-. 
rinewas in the right of it, when ſhe charg'd him with Whore- 
dom. The Articles 1 ſhall inſert, are the Fourth and the 
Sixth, 

% IV. Alſo the ſaid Lord Cardinal, of his Freſumptuous 
« Mind; in divers and many of his Letters, and Inſtrüctions 
« ſent out of this Realm to outward Parties, had joyned him-. 
« ſelf with your Grace; as in ſaying and writing im his ſaid 
Letters and Inſtructions, The Xing and J. And, I wand 
« ye ſhould do thus. The King and give you beany Thanks: 
« Whereby it is apparent that he uſed himſelf more like a 
fellow to your Highneſs, than like a Subject. | | 

„ VI. And alſo whereas your Grace is our Soveraign Lord 
«* and Head, in whom ſtandeth all the Safety and Wealth of 
« this Realm, the ſame Lord Cardinal knowing himſelf to have 
* the Foul and Contagious Diſeaſe of the great Pox, broken out 
“ upon him in ſeveral places of his Body, came daily to your 
Grace, rowning in your Ear, and blowing upon your moſt 
Noble Grace, with his Perilous and InfeRtive Breath; to 
„the Marvellous danger of your Highneſs, if GOD cf his 
* Infinite Goodneſs had not better provided for your Highs 
„ neſs. And when he was once healed- of them, he made 
* your Grace to believe that his Diſeaſe was an Impoſthume 


in his Head, and of none other thing. 


By theſe Two Articles the Reader may give a gueſs It the 
Cardinal; in the firſt, he rs himſelf on the ſame Foot with 
the King: The King and J give unto you our bearty Thanks. 
And as in his Writings he made himſelf equal to the King, 
ſo he alſo did in his Attendance; For his Retinue conſiſted 
of rear about a Thouſand Perſons, among whom were one 
Earl, nine Barons, many Knights and Gentlemen; and of 
Othcers belonging to his Houſe about Four Hundred, beſides ' 
their Servants, which fat Exceeded the former Number. His 
Chappel was ſerv'd by, a. Dean, a Sub- Dean, a Chanter; 
Thirty-five Singers, whereof. T hirteen were Clergy, Twelve 

yz and Teu Choriſters, Four Sextons; Two EY 

2) 
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and Two Pillar-bearers. Beſides Sixteen Chaplains, the moſt 
ſufficient for their Learning us 8 all England. And 
what cou'd the King have more? But how abominably Scan- 
dalous was it, that ſuck a Man as this, in ſo high a Station, 
ſhould yet be ſo ſhamefully given to Whoring , as to get 
the Dok, in ſo notorieus a manner as the Sixth Article de- 


But tho theſe Articles were preferred againft him, being 
preſented to the King by the Lords, and then ſent down to 
the Lower Houſe, yet Mr, Thomas Cromwel (a Servant of the 
Cardinals ) ebtaining the place of a Burgeſs, ſo well defend- 
ed the Cardinal his Mafter, that no Treaſon cou'd be laid to 
his Charge. And it was upon this honeſt beginning that 


Cromwel began to be firft taken notice of, and obtained his 


Reputation, and open'd his way to thoſe Honours, to which 
in a few years after he was advancd: For even they. who 
hated VVoolſey, honoured Cromwel, for his Wiſdom, Induftry, 
and Fidelity, in defending his Deje&ed and Falling Lord. But 
tho the Cardinal was not found a Traitor, yet was he found 
guilty of a Premunire, and all his Goods and Chattels ſeized 
on by the King's Officers. After which, how he went down 
to be inftall'd at Tork, his great Preparations for it, and how 
he was ſent for back by the King, being Arreſted by the Earl 
of Northumberland, 1 ſhall leave.to others, and only ſer down 
his laſt Speech, when he found Death coming to diſcharge 
tim of all Trials, but what he ſhould meet with in another 
World, For Sir Antbony Kingſton being by him, and exhort- 
ing him to be of good Courage, and take Comfort, for that 
the King, in whole Name he ſaluted, him, had ſent for him 
for no other End, but that he might clear himſelf from thoſe 
things which Malice and Detraction had forged againſt him; 
the Cardinal made him this Reply. 

I am as truly glad to hear of his Majefties Health, as I 
ce truly know my Death to be at hand: I have been now 
Eight Days together troubled with a Flux, accompanied 
« with a, Continual Fever; which kind of Diſeaſe, if within 
4 Eight Days it remit nothing of its_wonted Violerce, by 
the Conſent of all Phyſicians threatens no leſs than Death, 
&« or peradventure an Evil beyond Death, Diſtraction. But 
© being grown weak, and my Diſeaſe raging more and more, 
4 I do each minute expect when GOD will be pleas'd to free 
this Sinful Soul, from this loathſome Priſon of the Body. 
But ſhou'd my Life be a little prolonged, do you think! 
& perceive not What Traps are laid for me ? You, Sir 
fili, if 1 miſtake not, are Lieutenant of the Tower, 
and 1 gueſs for what you come. But GOD hath juſtly 
. © rewarded' me, for neglecting my due Service to Him, and 
a wholly applying my ſelf to his Majeſties Pleaſure. Wo is 
me, Wretch and Sot, that I am! Who have been ungrate- 
ful to the King of Kings, whour if 1 had ſerved with that 


„* duc 
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1 due deyout Obſervance that befits a Chriffian, fie would 
% not have forſaken me in the E ening of my Age. I would 
« J might be a general Example (even to the King him- 
« ſelf ) how flipperily they ſtand in this World, who. do not 
& above all things rely upon the firm ſupport of GOD's Fa- 
« your and Providence. Salute his Majeſty from me, and 
« deliver this = laſt Petition unto him, which is, That he 
« live mindful of the Trial he muſt undergo befors GOD'*s 
„“ High-Tribunal : So ſhall he by the Secret Teſtimony of 
his own Conſcience, free me from thoſe Crimes wherewitk 
© my Adverſaries ſeek to burthen me. 

He wow'd have ſpoken, more, but his Speech failed him, 
and he died ſoon after; and his Body apparelled in his 
Pontifical Robes, being . expoſed to publick View all that 
day, (for he expired at the very break of day ) was at Mid- 
night, without any Solemnity, buried in the Abby-Chiirch: at 
Leiceſter, where he died. The News. of his Death being 
1 om to the King, he ſeem'd. ſo. much afflicted: thereat, 
that he wiſhed it had coſt him Twenty Thouſand Pounds 
that he had lived, when yet his diſpleaſure was that which 
kind him. However he omitted not to enquire: of about 
Fifteen Hundred Pounds which the Cardinal had lately got, 
without the King's being able to imagine how. So that, till 
it appeared he borrowed i of divers Perſons, the King might 
perhaps ſuſpect it to be the Remainder of ſome of his An- 
cient Acquiſitions. And this was the End of that Proud and 
Ambitions Cardinal, who thereby drew much Envy upon 
himſelf ; for ſeeking to make himſelf great, and to do all 
himſelf, having ſuch a Multitude of Offices and Places in- 
veſted, or rather Monopoli d in him, that it made every 
one glad of his Fall, hoping to get ſomething by it. He 
mightily affected outward Pomp and Grandeur, and his 
Buildings were the moſt Magnificent ia the Kingdom; of 
which Hampton- Court and Chri&.Church-Colledge in Oxford are 
ſufficient Witneſſes : The fitſt of which he gave to the 
King, (and which indeed was à Gift fitter for a King to 
take, than for a Subject to give.) And the Seconi tho the 
King apply'd it to the ſame uſe the Cardinal defigntd it; yet 
he made it his own Foundation inftead of the Cardinals. A 
indeed conſidering that the King at laſt was'VYoolſeys Heir 
and Executor, he made but the ſame uſe of him; as his Father 
| had done of Empſon and Dudley, whom he allow*d by all un- 
juſt means to oppreſs and extort from his Subjects, and then 
{queez it all into his own Pockets. EE 

The Cardinal being dead,” the King Purſues his Divorce, 


in which matter Cranmer had made a conſiderable Progreſs 3. 
and having obtain'd the, Judgment of the Univerſities of 
Paris, with the reſt throughout France; Pavia, Padua, Bononid, 
and others, who all came to this Concluſion, That rhe Pope 


{ who $1th 10 Power over the _— - ma of God) could nor 
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by bis Diſpenſation ratifie a Marriage contrafted between a Bro- 
35. a 9 Drotherr VVidow, tt Lehe forbidden by the Expreſs 
VVerds of Scripture, And fair means not prevailing with the 
Pope, the happy Iſſue of it was, That the King by Publick 


Proclamation throughout the Kingdom. forbids all Commerce 


between his Subjects and the Biſhop of Rome; commanding 
that no Man ſhou d receive any thing from, or ſend any 
thing ( eſpecially- Money) to him, either by Exchange, or 
by any other means; calling him Tyrant, the Harpy of the 
World, the common Incendiary, and one utterly unworthy: 
of that glorious Title which he had Vain-gloriouſly uſurped, 
to wit, Chriſt's Vicar. King Henry herein making good 
the old Proverb, When Thieves fall out, True Men come by 
their Goods. | | 
But in this bold and daring Attempt, the King was ſome- 
what jealous of the Clergy, as well knowing how ſtrongly they 
had ſided with the Pope in the Reigns of his Predeceſſors; 
and thereſote thought it beſt to clip their Wings; to which 
end he condemns the whole Clergy throughout the King- 
dom, in a Premunire; becauſe they, without Licenſe from 
him, had been Obedient to the Authority of the Pope, in 
acknowledging Woolſey for his Legate. The Clergy of the 
Province of Canterbury, being afraid of falling into the King's 
Hands, and being Aſſembled in Convocation, buy their Par- 
don at a Hundred Thouſand Pounds; and in this Synod he 
is ( tho* not without much ado ) declar*d by the Clergy of 
both Provinces, next 'under Chrift, Supream Head of the 
Church of England; and all Foreign Power and Authority dil 
claimd : The Province of Tork being fined at Eighteen 
Thouſand Eight Hundred and Forty Pounds. The King by 
this means killing not only tw; but three Birds with one 
ſtone : For by this pretended Crime of acknowledging Woot- 
ſeys Legantine Authority, for which Woolſey had the King's 
own Licenſe, (for fo I find Woolſey affirming to the Judges 
that were ſent to take his Anſwer about it, in theſe Words, 
It as well known to his Majeſty, that T would not preſume 
„to Exerciſe my Power Legantine before he had been pleaſed 
to Ratify: it by his Royal Aﬀent given under his Seal; 
<* which'zet I cannot now produce, becauſe all my Goods have 
Ideen taken from me) he firſt Clipt the Wings of the 
Clergy, ſecondly got to be acknowledg'd Supream Head of 
the Church, thirdly got into his own Pocket a Hundred and 
Eighteen Thouſand Eight Hundred and Forty Pounds. And 
tho* the, Laity were many of them as deep in the Premunite 
as the Clergy, yet ( left they ſhou'd look too far into the 
matter) they were Pardoned by Act of Parliament. 
The King having ſatisfy'd himſelf, by. the Determinations 
of his own Subjects, and of the Learned Men of Foreign Uni- 
verſities, or at leaft pretending to be Satisfied, ( for if the 
Scruple was but fained, the Satisfaction might be eaſily 25 
Nen | | | tain d) 
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tain'd ) and his Love admitting of no longer Delays, he pri- 
vately, and in the Preſence of yery few, Married the Lady 
Ann Bolen; and ſoon after, his Marriage with his firft Wife 
was declared Null, Void, and Inceſtuous, by Act of Parlia- 
ment, wherein alſo all Appeals to Rome were forbidden, and 
that none ſhould ftile Kgtharine other then the Princeſs of 
Wales, or the Widow or Dowager of Prince Arthur. And 
by Vertue of the ſame Law, the Archbiſhop, of Canterbury, 
2 was now Dr. Thomas Cranmer, who ſucceeded V ar- 
am, deceaſed the year before ) accompanied with ſome other 
Biſhops, coming to Dunſtable, within Six Miles of Amptbil, 
where Catharine then reſidetl, cauſed her to be cited before 
him, next under the King Chief Judge in all Ecclefiaftical 
Cauſes, within the Province of Canterbury, to ſhew what Rea- 
{ons cou'd be alledged why the Marriage, not lawfully con- 
trated. between the King and her, ſhould not be difannuRed, 
and Pronounced Impious, Inceſtuous, and Void. To theſe 
things, by one of her Servants ſhe anſwered, That it beſeem- 
ed not the 1 to thruſt his Sickle into anothers 
Harveſt; this Cauſe did yet depend undecided before the 
Pope, who was Chriſt's Vicar on Earth, whoſe Decree ſhe 
wou'd obey, and other Judge ſhe wou'd acknowledge none ; 
However ſhe was called Fifteen. Days together, an not ap- 
pearing, ſhe was pronounced Contumax, and for her Con- 
tumacy ſeparated from the King's Bed and Company, 
Whereupon the Lady Ann was Proclaimed Queen through- 
out the Kingdom; and on Eafter-Eve ſhewed herſelf pub- 
lickly as Queen, and was the Vbitſontide following Crowned 
with all imaginable Pomp and Solemnity, But alas how 
often does the Sun that Riſes moſt glorioufly, ſet in a Cloud! 
And ſo it happened with this Queen, for after ſhe had been 
Married to the King about Three Years and four Months, 
the King having but one Child by her, and that a Daughter, 
and being very deſirous of Male-Ifſce, had fix'd an Amorous 
Eye upon the Lady Fane Seymour, and was reſolv'd to have 
her, and to that end was reſoly*d to be rid of Queen Ann: 
But by a way more cruel and unjuſt than that by which he 
got rid of Queen Katharine: For in that, there was a ſuffici- 
ent Cauſe of Divorce, the Marrying of his Brother's Wife 
being really againſt the Expreſs Law of God; againſt which 
no Diſpenſation of any Mortal whatſoever cou'd be at all a- 
Yailable- I ſay the Cauſe of Divorce was juſt, and yet Henry 
might be unjuſt in doing it; eſpecially if it were, as Cardinal 
Pool charg*d him, to wit, That be neither out of Terror of Con- 
ſcience, nor fear of God as he pretended, hut out of Luft and blind 
Love, had forſaken the Lady Catharine. But in the Cafe of 
Queen Am, there cou*d be no ſuch Scruple, for which reaſon 
another Courſe muſt be taken, = IEIBS! 1 
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And therefore the King being on May-Day, 15 36. at Green. 
wich, where there was a Solemn Juſt, wherein George Vic. 


/ 
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and Henry Norris Principal Defendant ,' the King ſuddenly 
departed; which much troubled. the whole Company, eſpeci- 
ally the Ween, becauſe ſhe' knew not the Reaſon thereof: 
Tho ſome have ſaid, that the Queen accidentally letting fall 
her Handkerchief, it was taken up by one ( * her Fa- 
vourite) who wiped his Face therewith; and that this was 
perceived by the King; but I find no ground for this Story. 
That which is certain is, That the King being thus gene, 
the Queen retires her ſelf: Whilſt the King baſting to 
Weſtminſter, takes order to commit the next Morning George 
Lord Rochford and Henry Norris to the Tower, After which 
the Queen coming to London in her Barge, was apprehended 
by ſome of the Lerds, and carried towards the Tower; who 


telling her of her Offence, ſhe with great Earneſtneſs affirmed 


ſhe was wronged ; and only defired to ſee the King before 
ſhe, went, but in vain, they having no ſuch Commiſſion, 
When ſhe Entred the Tower ſhe fell upon her Knees, be- 
ſeeching God ſo to help her, as ſhe was not guilty of that 
whereof ſhe was accus'd. After which, one William Brereton 
Eſq;, and Sir Francis Weſton of the King's Privy-Chamber, 
and one Mar Smeton, a Muc iſian, were committed on the ſame 
Occaſion- The Queen being thus in the Tower, and not 
rmitted to ſee the King, found it difficult to Wi ite to 
um alſo; for Six Viliam X ingften, Conftable of the Tower, 
at firſt refus'd to carry it? However on the Sixth of May 
(which was four Days after ſhe was Committed ) ſhe ſent 
the following Letter, which is enough to diſſipate (if not the 
Malice of her Enemies, yet) all thoſe Odious and Caulelels 
Slanders caſt upon her, the Letter in every part breathing the 
Natural Air of Innocence. | | 


Queen Anne of Bolen 2 King Henry, fror 
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IN. . 1 | | 
1 „ Diſpleaſure, and my Impriſonment, are 
1 *© things fo firange to me, as what to Write, or what 
. *-to-Excuſe, I am altogether Ignorant. Whereas you ſend 
” unto me, (willing me. to confeſs a Truth, and ſo to ob- 
** taip your Favour F by ſuch a one whom you know to be my 
* Ancient Profeſſed Enemy; I no ſooner receive this Meſſage, 
than ] righrly conceive your Meaning: And if, as you ſay, 
> Confeſfng a Truth may indeed procure my Safety, I ſhall 
. with alf willingneſs and Duty perform your Command: 
1 let not your Grace ever imagine that your poor Wife 
1. oy ever be brought ta acknowtedge a Fault, where w_ 4 
ee di ge e ene 7 © Ws ee 
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much as''a- Thought ever proceeded :, And to ſpeak a 
% Truth, never Prince had a Wife more Loyal in all Duty, 
and in all true Affection, than you have ever found in Aun 
« Bolen 5 with which Name and Place, I cou'd willingly have 
« contented my ſelf, if GOD and your Graces 22 had 
© ſo been pleaſed. Neither did I at any time forget my 
* ſelf in my Exaltation, or received. Queenſhip, but that I 
« always look d for ſuch an Alteration as now 1 find; the 
ground of my Preferment being on no ſurer Foundation 
than your Graces Fancy, the leaſt Alteration whereof, I 
© knew was fit and ſufficient to draw that Fancy to ſome o- 
* other Subject. | . | 
« Nou have choſen me from a leu Eftate to be your Queen 
and Companion, far beyond my Deſert or Deſire: If then 
« you find me worthy of ſuch Honour, Good your Grace, 
* let not any light Fancy, or bad Counſel of my Enemies, with- / 
„draw your Princely Favour from me; neither let that ſtain, 
„that unworthy ftain ofa Difloyal Heart, towards your 
* good Grace, ever caſt ſd foul a Blot on your moſt Dutiful 
* Wife, and the Infant Princeſs your Daughter. Try me, 
„ good King, but let me have a lawful Tryal; and let not 
* my ſworn Enemies fit as my Accuſers and Judges: Yea, 
jet me receive an open Tryal, for my Truths ſhall fear no 
„open Shames. Then ſhall you ſee either mine Innoceficy 
cleared, your Suſpicion and Conſcience ſatisfied, the Igno: 
* miny and' Slander of the World ftopped, or my Guilt open- 
* ly declared: So that whatſoever GOD or, you may de; 
termine of me, your Grace may be freed fram an ope 
Cenſure; and my Offence being ſo Lawfully proved, yo 
Grace is at Liberty, both before God and Man, not only 
to Execute worthy Puniſhments cn me, as an unfaithful 
* Wife, but to follow your Affection already ſettled on that 
Party for whoſe ſake T am now as I am; whole Name 1 
could ſomewhile fince have pointed to, your Grace not be- 
ing ignorant of my Suſpicion therein. But it you hare 
* already determined of me; and that not only my Death, 
but an Infamous Slander, muft bring you the Enjoying of 
* a deſired Happineſs, then 1 deſiręe of GOD that, he will 
„ pardon your great Sin herein, and likewiſe my Enemies, 
the Inſtrumeats hereof ; and that he will not call yett to 
* a ſtrict Account for your Unprincely and Cruel Ulage of 
** me, at his General Judgment-Seat, where both You, and 
* my Self muſt ſhertly appear; and in whoſe, Juſt Judg- 
© ment I doubt not, whatſoever. the, World may think of 
* we, wy Innocency ſhall be openly known, and, ſufficiently 
C Care 0 a 28 a 0 N n Sor 
« My last and only Requeſt ſhall be, That my elf may 
* bear the Burthen of your Graces Diſpleaſure, and that it 
© may not touch the Innocent Souls of thoſe poor Gentle- 
** men, who, as 1 underſtand, 8 in ſtrait impriſonment for 
04 x" 74 


8 


- 
* 


. 
* 


I 


200 The Trus Secret Hiſtory of 
tt my ſake, If ever I have found Favour in your ſight, if 
# ever the Name of Ann Bolen hath. been pleaſing in your 
«* Fars, let me obtain this laſt Requeſt, and I will ſo leave to 
trouble your Grace any farther : With my earneſt Prayers 
to the Trinity, to have your Grace in his good keeping, 
t and to direct you in all your Adlions. 1 Fee: 

Loyal | 
nhſul Wife, | 


Anne Bolen. 


From my doleful Priſon Tour m 
in tbe Tower, this Sixth and Fa 
, of May, 1536. _ x 


It appears by this Letter of the Queens, that ſhe had ſome 
true Notions of the real Cauſe of her Diſgrace, and which 
ſhe rightly thought wou'd Iſſue in her Death, becauſe no- 

thing elſe cou'd make way for the King's Marrying with Fare 
Seymour: And this it was that made him fo deaf to the 
Queen's Petitions for her Brother, and thoſe other Gentle- 
men, who were likewiſe to dye for. this only Reaſon, that the 
People might believe there was ſamething of Truth in the 
Queen's Accuſation; and to caſt x miſt hefore their Eyes, that 
they might not ſee into the real Cauſe, which the Queen ſo 
rightly gueſt at in her Letter, . eng 

'The King's Paſhon for Sir Fobn Seymour's Daughter was 
Violent, it was therefore neceſſary. that the Queen Ihou'd be 
diſpatch d with a'l convenient; ſpeed 3 in order to which, on 
the 15th of May ſhe was Arraigned in the Hall of the Tower, 
the Duke of Norfolk ſitting as High- Steward, with the Lord 
Chancellor, the Duke of Suffolk, and ſeveral. others of the 
Peers; among whom, ſome ſay, was the Queen's own Father, 
for the greater blinding of the matter: The Accuſers having 
Fehr in their Evidence, and the Witneſſes being produced, 

for King Henry wanted not Falſe-Witneſſes to take away 
an Innocent Life, any more than his Predeceſſor King Abav 
df old) the Queen made her Defence; and being of an Ex. 
. cellent Underſtanding, and a Ready Speaker, did ſo well 
anſwer all Objections, and clear her own Innocency, that the 
whole Aſſembly expected ſhe would have been acquitted; 
| but that wou*dnt anſwer the King's Deſign ; and therefore 
the Peers, (among whom the Duke of Suffolt, the King's 
rother-in-law, was a chief Man, who wholly apply'd him- 
elf to che King's Humour, and was altogether at his De; 
votion J pronounced her guilty ;” whereupon Judgment of 
W was given againſt her. Her Brother George Viſcount 
bford was alſo Arraign'd and Condemn*d the ſame day; 
72 ſoon” after Norris, Brereton, Weſton, and Smeton, were 
ul Tr and found Guilty, and on the 7th, of May Ber 
In 4 J x 
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It ſeems the King had'a mind to have made an Evidence 
of Norris, for whom it is ſaid, he had ſome kindneſs, and 
therefore offer d him Pardon, it he wau'd confeſs that where- 
of ke was accuſed. But the Man was more honeſt than to 
accept of a Pardon upon thoſe diſhonourable Terms; and 
therefore reſolutely anſwer'd, That in bis Conſcience be thought 
ber guilzleſs of the ob jecked Crime; but whether ſhe were or no, 
be could not accuſe ber of any thing; and therefore bad rather 
undergo a thouſand Dearks than betray the Innocent. Which 
being told the King, he cry'd out with ſome Paſſion, Hang 
bim up then, Hang bim up then; And well he deſerv'd it, that 
for the ſake of Truth wou'd go about to ſpoil all the King's 
Meaſures, and hinder him from having a new Wife. | 
The Queen's Death, as a Mark of particular Favour, was 
reſpited till the. 19th, of the ſame Month. About which 
time, Order being taken that all Strangers in the Tower 
ſhould be removed, I find that Sir William Kinſton, the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, in an Original Letter to Cromwel, the 
then Secretary, Writ theſe Words, viz. 
Sir, we bave not an bour certain, that it may be known in 
London, I think here will be but few: | And 1 think a reaſon» . 
able number were beſt; for I ſuppoſe (be will declare herſelf to be 
4 good Woman 10 4 Men, hut for the Xing, at tbe bour of ber 
Death For this Morning ſhe ſent for me, and proteſted ber 
Innocency, and now again 3 and ſaid unto me, Mr. Kingſton, 1 
beard ſay 1 ſbal not dye before Noon, and J am ſorry therefore 
for I thought to be dead by this time, and paſt my Pain. I told 
ber it ſhould be no Pain, it was ſo ſorell;, (I ſuppoſe he means 
ſubtle, or quick) and tben ſbe ſaid, ſhe heard ſay the Executioner 
was very good, and I bave but a little Neck, and put ber band 
about it, laughing keartily, I bave ſeen many Men and Women 
Executed, and they bave been in great Sorrow; and to my know- 
ledge thus Lady bath much joy and pleaſure in Death. | 
The igtb. of May being thus come, the Queen, accordin 
to the Expreſs Order given, was brought to a Scaffold Erett - 
ed upon the Ground, in the Tower of London; where before 
a great Company there Aſſembled, ſhe ſpake thus: 
Friends and Good Chriſtian People, 1 am come hither in your + 
Preſence 10 ſuſſer Death; whereunto I acknowledge my ſelf ad- 
jadged by the Law; bow juſily 1 will not ſay, for 1 intend non 
en Accuſation of any one. I beſeech the Almighty to preſerve bis 
Majeſty long to Reign over you ; a more gentle and mild Prince 
never ſwayed rg His Bounty and Clementy towards me, 
1 am ſure bath been eſpecial, If any one intend an inquiſitive 
ſurvey of my Actions, I intreat bim to judge favourably of me, 
and not raſply to admit of any bard Cenſorious Conceit, And 
ſo J bid the World farwel, beſeeching you to commend me in 
200 Prayers to GOD. To Thee, o 10RD, do I commend my 
ul. | N py , * 
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Then kneeling: down, ſhe earneſtly repeated theſe Words, 
Chriſt have mercy on my Soul ; Lord Feſus,' receive my Soul ; un. 
til the Executioner ſtruck off her Head with a Sword. And 
thus died the Vertuous Queen Anne, falting a Victim to King 
Luft. - For the very next day after her Death, he 
was Married to the Lady Fane Seymour. She was lamented 
by all good People, both as ſhe was deſirous to advance 
Learned Men, and as ſhe was a great Alms-giver- Inſomuch 
that ſhe was ſaid in three quarters of a Year to have beftow*d 
Fourteen or Fifteen Thouſand Pounds in this kind, beſides 
Moneys intended by her towards raifing a Stock for poor 
Artificers in the Realm. But becauſe: the King's falling in 
love with her, was judged the great Cauſe of his being di- 
vorced from Queen X atlurine, ſhe had therefore many Ene- 
mies z and her being a great Encourager of the Reformation, 
and that many believed upon her account the Pope*s Supre 
macy was caſt off, ſhe had yet more and greater Enemies: 
Tho it muſt be confeſt that all the Favourers of the Re- 
formation were her Friends, and did much honour her; but 
the King was ſo violent in his Nature, that they durſt not 
ſhew it; tho“ the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Cranmer ( for 
whom the King had the moſt particular Favour ) Wrote as 
much in her behalf as he durſt; yet ſo as he made no Apo- 
logy for her, but rather confefſeth that divers of the Lords 
had told him of ſuch Faults as he was ſorry to hear of, de- 
firing howſoever that he would continue his love to the Gol- 
el, left it ſhou*d be thought it was for her fake only he had 

favour'd it. I ſhall fay no more of Queen Anne, after I 
have obſerved how ſwift the Wheels of Providence turn'd 
round this Month: On the firſt of May Queen Ann was with 
the King at Greenwich, where there was a So'emn' Jufts be- 
tween the Lord Viſcount Rochford' the Queens Brother, and 
Henry Norris; the Second of May ſhe was Impriſoned, the 
Fifteenth Condemned, the Seventeenth deprived or her Bro- 
ther and Friends, who ſuffer'd in her Cauſe, the Ninteenth 
ſhe was Executed; the Twentieth the King Married the Lady 
Fane Seymour, who on the 29th. was publickly ſhewed as 
Queen. So that in the ſame Month one might have ſeen 
Queen Ame Flouriſhing, Accus'd, Condemn'd and Executed; 
and another in the Poſſeſſiou of her Bed and Honour. 

Soon after the Death of Queen Anne followed the imma- 
ture Death of the Duke of Riecbmond, the King's only, but 
Natural Son, a Prince of Excellent Form and Endowments ; 

whom the King a long time mourned; and Which was 
pe on by many as a Judgment upen him for the Death of 

geen Ane. 1 
But it was now a thing grown Common with the King to 
raiſe Perſons up to great Honour, only that they "might. fall 
the greater $acrifices, For ſo Cromwel came to be ſerved 
next ; who. being Originally a Smith's Son, but 9 oa 5 
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Excellent Natural Parts, and for that . reaſon Employ*d by 
Cardinal Woolſey z his Fidelity to him in his declining Con- 
dition made him be taken notice of at Court, and Employ'd 
by the King; by whom he was made firſt Secretary of State, 
afterwards Baron, then Lord Privy-Seal, Earl of Eſſex, Knight 
of the Garter, and Vicegerent General of the King's Autho- 
rity in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; fitting in the Convocation · Houſe 
among the Biſhops, and preſiding over them. He was a 
mighty Promoter of the Reformation; and finding the King, 
after the Example of Cardinal I/oolſey, had a Mind to ſuppreſs 
the Monaſteries, (not. out of any Zeal to Religion, but that 
he might Convert them to his own aſe, and ſeize upon the 
Riches that were found. in them) Cromwel was very Active 
therein; but finding that the Clergy were very much dif- 
gufted at it, and many of the Laity alſo ; and that it was like 
to indanger a general Inſurrection, he adviſed the King to 
try another Engine, which ſhould batter them more forcibly 
than thoſe he had hitherto uſed, and that was to make a 
general Viſitation of them : Which being agreed to by the 
King, (who wou'd do any thing to compaſs his own Ends 
he ſends abroad Subtile-headed Fellows, who warranted by 
the King's Authority, ſhould throughout England ſearch into 
the Lives and Manners of Religious Perſons. It would a- 
maze one to conſider what horrid Villanies were diſcovered 
among them by the means of Cromwel and others: Few were 
found ſo guiltleſs as to dare to withſtand their Proceedings 
and the Licentiouſneſs of the reſt divulg'd, render'd them al 
ſo truly odious to the People, that never any Undertaking; of 
ſo great Conſequence, ſo full of Hazard and Danger, was 
more eaſily Accompliſh'd, than was the Subverſion of our 
Engliſh Monafteries ; which inftead of being found Houſes of 
Religion, were plainly found to be (for the generality ) no- 
thing but Nurſeries of Vice, and Cells of Sodomy : And as 
to the Nunneries, the many Skulls of Infants, found ia moſt 
of 'em, too plainly declar'd what Trade they drove. | 
Nor was the Suppreſſing of Religious Houſes, as they were 
called, all that was done; but by the means of the Lord 
Cromwel, the King was prevail'd with to ſuppreſs the Wor- 
ſhiping of Images, whereby God was Robbfd of his due 
Honour; and the People in danger of Committing Idolatry 
which the Pious King wouf'd by no means ſuffer 7” For he was 
exceedingly prone to Reformation, eſpecially where there was 
a Proſpe of any thing to be got by it. And indeed the true 
but Secret Reaſon of his giving way to the removing of this 
Stumbling Block, was, becauſe he conceived his Trealury 
wou'd be thereby ſupplied ; and he had Reaſon to think ſo, 
for there were ſome Images of Special Fame, and Shrines ot 
or Saints, whereunto Pilgrimages were made from the 
theſt parts of the Kingdom; nay , even. from Foreign 
Countries alſo ; The Oblations which were offered 1 
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being ſo many, and fo Pich, that they not only maintained 


the Priefrs and Monks, but alſo inabled them to heap up in- 


credible Wealth and Riches : The Shrine of Thomas Becket. 
the Traitor, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, was cover'd with Plates 


of Gold; and laden with Gifts of Ineftimable Value. The 
Blind Zeal of thoſe former Times, had deck'd it with Pre- 


gous Gems, Chains of Gold of great Weight, and Pearls 


call'd Vniexes, which are of the largeſt ſize: This Tomb 
© was razed, and his Bones found intire z inftead of whoſe Head 
the Monks uſually gbtruded the Skull of ſome other , per- 

baps more defcrving than their ſuppoſed Martyr. The Spoil 

of this Monument, wherein nothing was meaner than Gold, 
filed two Cheſts ſo full, that each of them required Eight 

firong Men to carry it away. Among the reſt was a Stone 

of Extraordinary Luftre, called The Royal of France, offered 

by Lewis the Seventh, King of France, in the year 1179. to- 
gether with a great Maſſy Cup of Gold; at which time he 

alſo beftow*d an Annuity on the Monks of that Church, of 

an Hundred Tuns of Wine. This Stone was afterward high- 

ly priz'd by the King, who continually wore it on his Thumb. 

And as this, ſo Shrines in other Places were proportionably 

Rich, according to the Number and Ability of the Qfferers. 

So that the Treaſure which the King raiſed by the Spoils of 

Shrines, Churches, and Religious Houſes , was exceeding 

great. For the ſake whereof, and not out of Love to Reli- 

Sion, he Encourag'd the Reformation. 

And yet after all this Service that Cromwel had done him, 

he ſuffer*d him to be arreſted at the Council- Table, and 

carried to the Tower, to the great Rejoycing of the Popiſh 


Party, and moſt of the Nohility, who hated him, becauſe from 


fo mean an Original. the King had advanc'd him to fo great 
Honour: Tho# to (peak truth, he is much more honourable 
that owes his Advancement to his own Vertue, than he that 
3s beholden for it to his Progenitors. What Opinion the 
honeft Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Cranmer, had of the Lord 
Cremwel, his Letter to the King on the hearing of his Im- 
prxſonment, ill beſt tell us, in which he uſes theſe Expreſſions: 
*. That. tho“ he heard in his Graces Council, that he is a 
* Traitor, yet who cannot be ſorrowful and amaz'd that he 
© thou'd be a Traitor againſt your Majeſty ? He that was 
* ſa advanced by your Majefty, he whoſt Surety was only by 
your Majefty , he who loved your Majeſty, (as I ever 
< thought ) no leſs than God, He who always ſtudied to 
* ſet forward whatever was your Majeſties Will and Pleaſure. 
« He that car'd for no Man's diſpleaſure to ſerve your Ma- 
« xkfty. He that was ſuch a Servant, in my judgment, in 
* Wiſdom, Faithfulneſs, Diligence and Experience, as no 
Prince in this Realm ever had. He that was ſo Vigilant 
to preſerve your Majefty from all Treaſons, that few cou'd 
de fo ſecretly conceiv'd, but he detected the ſame in the 
EN * beginning? 
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t beginning? If the Noble Princes of Memory King roh, 
4 Henry the Second, and Richard the Second, had had ſuch 4 
« Counſellor about them, I ſuppoſe they ſhould never hase 
« been ſo Traiterouſly abandoncd and. overthiown as tho 
« Princes were. After which he ſays again, © I loved him 
« as my Friend, and ſo I took him to be; but I chiefly. loved 
« him, for the love which I thought I ever ſaw him bear t- 
* wards your Grace, ſingularly above all others. But now, 
« jf he be a Traitor, I am ſorry that ever I loved him, ot 
« truſted him; and I am very glad that his Treaſon is di- 
« covered in time; but yet again, I am very ſorrowful ; for: 
% who ſhall. your. Grace truft hereafter, if you might not 
« truſt him? Alas, I bewail and lament your Graces 
« Chance: herein; I wot not whom your Grace may truſt: 
« But I pray God continually Night and Day to ſend ſuch a 
« Counſellor in his Place, whom your Grace may truft, and 
* who. for all his Qualities can and will ſerve your . 
« like to him; and that will have ſo much Solicitude and 
« Care to preſerye, your, Grace from all Dangers, as I ever 
thought he had. This is the Character of the Lord 
Cromwel in Cranmer's Opinion, which I faithfully Copied out 
of the Original. . EM 33 

But let me now.ſhew the Reader what-CromweP's. Crime 
was; and in ſhort it was this, He unhappily fell and daſh'd 
himſelf againft that Rock on which. two before had Split 
themſelves z For Queen Fane dying in Childbed of Prince 
Edward, the King (.pretending more love than Ordinary to 
her) had not ſo toon provided himſelf of another Wife as he 
used to do: And Crommel willing to ſtrengthen the begun 
Reformation, adviſes the King to Marry Anne, the Siſter to 
the Duke of Cleave; which Match was ſoon after conſum- 
mated; but after Six Months Co- habitation, this ſecond 
Queen Anne was repudiated, and inſtead of the Title of 
Queen, was forc*d to be contented with that new. invented 
one of the King's Adopted Siſter. The Cauſes ſor the Di- 
vorce of this Lady were diverſly ſpoken of, but three things 
there were contributed towards it; Firſt, That the King 
having Courted her unſeen, found himſelf miſtaken in her 
Beauty when he came to ſee her; for it ſeems Nature in that 
reſpect had not been very bountiful to her. The ſecond thing 
was, ſome Natural Defect there was in this Lady, which was 
a Bar to Enjoyment ; and that this was ſo, ſeems the more 
probable, in that ſhe her ſelf (in that Letter in which ſhe 
ſubmitted her ſelf to the Judgment and Determination of 
the Parliament) affirmed that the King never knew her 
Carnally. The third thing was, that the King had another 
he fancied better in his Eye; which was the Lady K arbarine 
Howard, Daughter to the Lord Edmond Howard, who was Bro- 
ther to the Duke of Norfolk, whom ſuddenly after this Di- 
vorce he Married, Now Cromwel having been the * 
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of the Match with Anne, and the King having a Mind to 
K atharine, who look d upon Cromwel as a Remora to her 
Advancement, became an Enemy to hifi, and perſwaded the 
King to be rid of him; and ſo violent was the King's Paſſion, 
(or rather Luſt ) that he threw down whatever ftood in his 
way to the gratifying of his Deſires. And ſo poor Cromme} 
fell a Victim to the Lady Howard's Enmity, and King Henry's 
Love. And tho? *twas but on the 1$th of April, that he had 
been created Earl of Eſex, yet on the 13th of Fune he was 
Arreſted at the Council-Table, when he leaſt ſuſpected it, 
as has been before related: And tho“ he quietly obey'd it, 
yet he knew his Fall was inevitable, when he ſaw the Duke of 
Norfolk was employ'd therein, who was Unkle to the Lady 
Katharine Howard, the Kings New Miſtreſs. And tho“ the 
Crimes objected againſt him, were Capital, yet the Accuſati- 
ons of ſome were conceaFfd two years they were alledg d, 
and the Particulars of others not at all ſpecify*d; and not 
being permitted to ſpeak for himſelf, the Proceedings againſt 
him carinot but be thought Extreamly Rigorous. The Crimes 
objected againft him, were chiefly an Uſurpation of Power, 
in ſetting at Liberty certain Perſons not capable of it, and 
| — — Licenſes, and making certain Commiſſions in 
igh Affairs, without the King's Knowledge; he was alſo ac- 
cuſed for being an Heretick, and favouring of them; but that 
the Head of the Churches Vice-gerent in Spiritual Affairs, 
ſhould be an Heretick, ſeems very Heterodox : But theſe were 
hut pretended Crimes, to put the better Colour upon the 


King's Injuſtice; his Mifttels hate him, and the King re- 


ſolved he ſhould dye; and accordingly on the 28th of Fuly 
. he was Beheaded upon Jower- bill, dying with a great Preſence 

of Mind, proſeſſing himſelf upon the Scaffold, to die a true 
Catholick Chriſtian; which being a general term, it is un- 
certain whether he meant of the Roman or Reformed Com- 
munion. And fo quick was the King in his Amour with the 
Lady Katharine Howard, that ſcarce was this Remora remov'd, 
but he was Married to her, and on the 8tb of Auguſt ſhe was 
in all her Royal Habiliments publickly ſhewed as 8 
Which Honour notwithſtanding ſhe Eujoyed not long, for on 
the 12th of February 1542. ſhe was delervedly Executed for 
der known and confeſſed Adukery, And having ſeen an 
Original Letter ſent from divers of the King's Council, to 
Pager, the King's Ambaſſador then in France, giving a full 
Account of the Queens Crime, and the manner of its diſ- 


. -covery, I could not but inſert it in our Secret Hiſtory, Ver- 


datim, as I find it. b 


anger 


A Litter from the Due of Norfolk, "and ſfveral 
others of the Council, to William Paget, Am- 
baſſador in France, - < Ty 434% 2 1. . 5 


N 2 
a 


«© A  Fter our hearty Commendations, by theſe our Letters 
« we be commanded. to ſignifie unto. you a moſt Miſer - 
« able Caſe, which came lately to Revelation; to the intent, 
© that if you ſhall hear the ſame ſpoken of, you may declare 
« the Truth, as followeth ; | . u iR 2 . 
« Whereas the King's Majeſty, vpon the Sentence given of 
*.the Invalidity of the pretended Matrimony between his 
% Highneſs and the Lady Anne of Clæaug, was earneſtiy and 
« humbly ſolicited by his Council, and the Nobles of this 
Realm, to frame his molt Noble: Heart ta the Love and 
« Favour of fome Noble Ferſonage to be joyned with him in 
awful Matrimony, by whom his Majeſty might have ſome 
more ſtore of ry and —_ to —— rt of this 
© Realm; it pleaſed his Highneſs, upon a Notable. Appea- 
trance of ne. Cleanneſs, and Maidenly Behaviour. to 
© bend his Affection upon Mrs. Katharine Howard, Daughter 
© to the late Lord Edmond Howard, Brother to me the Duke 
* of Nor folk; inſomuch as his Highneſs was fully contented to 
* honour her in his Marriage, thinking now in his old days, 
© after ſundry troubles of Mind, which have happened unto 
* him by Marriages, to have obtained ſuch a jewel for We. 
© manhood,- and very perfect Love towards him, as ſhould 
e not only have been to his Quietneſs, but alſo brought? forth 
the defired Fruit of Marriage, like as the whole Realm 
thought the ſemblable, and in reſpect of the Vertue and 
* good Behaviour which fhe ſhewed outwardly, did her all 
Honour accordingly. But this Joy is turned into Extream 
Sorrow, for when the King's Majeſty received his Maker on 
% Allballows day laſt paſt, and then gave him moſt humble 
* and hearty Thanks. for the good Lite he led, and hoped to 
lead, with her; and alſo deſired the Biſhop of Lincoln, his 
* Ghoſtly Father, to make like Prayers, and give Thanks 
„ witk him: On Al Seuls day, being at Maſs, the Archbiſhop 
* of Canterbury having a ria hotel heard that the ſame 
* Mrs. Katharine Howard was not indeed a Woman of that 
Pureneſs and Cleanneſs that ſhe was eſteemed; but a Wo- 
„man, who before ſhe was joyned with the King's Majeſty; 
had lived moſt Corruptly and Senſually; for the Diſcharge 
of his Duty, opened the ſame moſt Sorroufully to his Ma- 
- © jeſty, and how it was brought to his Knowledge, which was 
in this form following: ce DIV 

_ * Whilſt the King's Majeſty was in his Progreſs, one: John 
* Lofels came to the laid Archbiſhop of Canterburyand declared 
Th. gy 5 
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«< unto him, That he had been with a Siſter of his Married in 
« Fuſſex; which ſometimes had been Servant with the old 
<«< Dutcheſs of Norfolk , who did alſo bring up the ſaid Mrs. Ka- 
* tbarine ; and being with his Siſter, chanced to fall in Com- 

A * munication with her of the Queen, wherein he adviſed her 
"© (becauſe ſhe was of the Queens old Acquaintance) to ſue to 

. *® be her Woman: Whereupon his Siſter anſwered, That ſhe 
© ſhould not ſo do; but ſhe was very ſorry for the Queen. 
„Why, quoth Lofſts? Marry, quoth ſhe, for ſhe is light 
_ © both in Living and Conditions. How ſo, quoth Loſſels? 
Marry, quoth the, there is one Francis Derrbam, who was 
* Servant alſo in my Lady of Norfolk's Houſe, which hath 
lien in Bed with her in his Doublet and Hoſe between the 
< Sheets, an hundred Nights. And there hath been ſuch 
<« puffing and blowing between them, that once a Maid which 


< lay in the Houſe with her, ſaid to me, She would lie no 


longer with her, becauſe ſhe knew not what Matrimony 
meant. And farther ſhe ſaid unte him, That one Mannock, 

© ſometimes alſo Servant to the ſaid Dutcheſs, knew a Privy 
* Mark of her Body. When the ſaid Lofſels had declared this 
* to the ſaid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, he conſidering the 
Weight and Importance of the Matter, being marvelouſly 
< perplexed therewith, conſulted in the ſame with the Lord 


+ , © Chancellor of Exgland, and the Lord Herrford, whom the 


King's Majefty going in his Progreſs, left to reſide at Lon- 
. don, to order his Affars in thoſe parts; who having weighed 
© the matter, and deeply pondered the Gravity thereof,where- 
with they were greatly troubled and unquieted, reſolved 
© finally that the ſaid Archbiſhop ſhould reveal the ſame to 
< the King's Majefty ; which becauſe the matter was ſuch as 
© he hath ſorrowfully lamented, and alſo could not find in his 
heart to expreſs. the ſame to the King's Majeſty by word of 
© mouth, he declared the Information chereot to his Highneſs 
in Writing. When the King's Majeſty had read this Infor- 
mation thus delivered unto him, his Grace being much per- 


I plexed therewith, yet nevertheleſs ſo tenderly loved the 


Woman, and had conceived; ſuch a conftant Opinion of her 
_ © Honeſty; that he ſuppoſed it rather to be a forged matter, 
than of Truth. Wherenpon it pleaſed: him- ſecretly to call 
i unto him the Lord Privy Seal, the Lord Admiral, Sir An- 
© thony Brown, and Sir Thomas I riorbe ſiy, to whom he opened 
the Caſe, ſaying, He could not believe it to be true: And 
« yet ſeeing the Information was made, he could not be fatis- 
** fied till the certainty thereof was known but he would not 
in any wiſe, that in the Inquiſition any Spark of Scandal 


* ſhould riſe towards her. Whereupon it was by his Majeſt7 


©* reſolved, that the Lord Privy Seal ſhould go ftrait to Ion- 
don, where the ſaid Leſſels that gave the Information; was 
L.ſecretly kept, and with all dexterity to examine and try 
whether he would ſtand to his ſaying; Who being fo-ex- 


* amined, 
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« 1mined, anſwered, That his Siſter ſo told him, and that he 
« had declared it. for the diſcharge of his Duty, and for none 
ther reſpect; adding; That he knew what danger was in 
u jt; nevertheleſs he had rather die in declaration of the 
Truth, as it came to him, ſeeing it touch'd the King's Ma- 
« jeſty ſo nearly, than live with the concealment of the ſame, 
« Which Aﬀeveration being thus made by the ſaid Loſſels, the 
« King's Majeſty being informed thereof, ſent the Lord Privy 
« Seal into Juſſex to examine the Woman; making a Pretence 
« to the Womans Husband of Hunting, and to her for re- 
„ ceiring of Huntersz and ſent the ſaid Sir Thomas Wriotheſly 
« ty London at the ſame inftant: Both to examine Mannock, 
« and alſo to take the ſaid Derrbam, upon a Pretehce 
« of Piracy, becauſe he had been before in ireland, and 
* hath been noted before with that Offence z making 
* theſe Pretences to the intent no Spark of Suſpition 
« ſhould riſe of theſe Examinations. The ſaid Lord Privy Seal 
found the Woman, in her Examination, conſtant in her for- 
mer Sayings; and Sir Thomas Wriotbeſiy found, by the Con- 
« feſfhon of Maznock, that he had commonly uſed to feel the 
« Secrets, and other parts of her Body, ere ever Derrham was 
« ſo familiar with her; and Derrbam confeſſed that he had 
4 known her Carnally many times, both in his Doublet and 
his Hoſe between the Sheets, and in naked Bed; alledging 
© ſuch Witneſſes of three ſundry Women one after another, 
© that had lien in the ſame Bed with them, when he did the 
Acts, that the matter ſeem'd moſt apparent. But what in- 
ward Sorrow the King's Majeſty took, when he perceived 
the Information true! As it was the moſt woful thing that 
ever came to our Hearts, to ſee it, ſo it were too tedious 
* to write it unto you. But his Heart was ſo pierced with Pen- 
4 fiveneſs, that long it was before his Majeſty could ſpeak, 
« and utter the Sorrow of his Heart unto us : And finally, 
© with Plenty of Tears, (which was ſtrange in a Man of his 
* Courage) opened the ſame. Which done, ſhe was ſpoken 
* withal in it, by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Lord 
* Chancellor, the Duke of Norfolk, the Lord Great Cham- 
* berlain of England, and the Biſhop of #mcbeſter, to whom 
eat the firſt ſhe conſtantly denied it. But the matter bei 
* ſo declared unto her, that ſhe perceived it to be wholly dit- 
* cloſed, the ſame Night ſhe diſcloſed the whole to the Archs 
© biſhop of Canteraury, who took. the Confeſſion of the ſame 
« in Writing, ſubſcribed with her Hand. Then were the reſt 
* of the number, being eight or nine Men and Women which 

knew of their Doings, examined, who all agreed in one Tales 

6% © Now may you lee what was done before the Marriage; 
God knoweth what hath been done ſince: But ſhe had al- 
ready gotten this Derrbam into her Service, and trained him 
upon occaſions, as ſending of Errands, and writing of Let» 
* ters when her Secretary was out 1 the way, to come often 

i, * ; itits 


— „ 
. 


ſo wonderous 


Wy 
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* into her Privy Chamber. And ſhe had gotten alſo into her 
< Privy Chamber, to be one of her Chamberers, one of the 
* Women which had before lien in Bed with her and Derr. 
© ham. What this pretended, is eafie to be con) 

© Thus much we know for the beginning, whereof we thought 


4 meet to advertiſe you, to the intent before-ſpecified. And 


ce what ſhall farther ſucceed and follow of this Matter, we ſhall 
* not fail to adyertiſe you thereof accordingly. Thus fare you 


cc heartily well. 0 Aw | 
. , 


From the King's Palace Thomas Audley, Chancellor, 
at Weſtminſter, the . William Southampton, 
12th of Nov. 1541. | Robert Suſſex, 
; Stephen Winton, - 
Anthony Wingpeld. 


This Letter gives a full and clear Account of Queen Katha. 
rine's Leudneſs, who, no doubt, drove the ſame Trade after, 
as ſhe had done before: And becauſe the King had got a 
Name abroad, of Parting with his Wives when he pleaſed, ſo 
that his Proceedings of that kind were grown Scandalous in 
all Foreign Courts ; therefore this Letter was ſent to the 
Ambaſſador in France, that by an Account of the Truth of the 
matter, he might ſtop Mens mouths. But that the King was 
Penfive, and ſhed ſo many Tears for this Un- 
faithfulneſs of the Queen, I muft confeſs I have not ſo much 
Faith as to believe. Indeed the Conſideration of his being to 
loſe this Queen, and not being yet provided of andther, might 
make him a little Penſive; but that he ſhed any Plenty of 
Tears, I beheve not. | 
- But beſides the Perſons ſpecified in this Letter, one Thomas 
Culpeper (being of the ſame Name with the Queens Mother) 
was Indicted for the ſame Fault; which he and Derrbam, at 
their Arraignment, confeſſing, Culpeper had his Head cut off, 
and Derrbam was Hang'd and Quarter d. Neither did it reft 
here, for the Lord William Howard, the Queens Unkle, newly 
return'd from an Ambaſſage in-France, and his Wife, and the 
Old Dutcheſs of Norfolk, and divers others of the Queens and 


_ of the Dutcheſſes Servants, as alſo a Butter-wife, were in- 


dicted of Miſpriſion of Treaſon, (as Concealers of this Fact) 


and condemned to perpetual Imprifonment ; tho? ſome of them 


f" 


were afterwards releaſed, upon Application to the King. And 


yet after all this, the Parliament fitting, and being made ac- 
quainted with the buſineſs, both Houſes Petitioned the King 


that he would not vex himſelf, (of which there was no great# 
danger) but give his Royal Aﬀent to what they ſhould ws 


In anſwer to which, they had not only leave to proceed, bu 


Thanks given them that they took his Sorrow (poor Man!) 
to be theirs. Hereupon they attainted the Queen, and the 


| Lady Fane Reel ford, as alſo C ulpeper, Derrham, &c. And there- 


upon 
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upon the Queen, and the Lady Fan? Rochford, (by whoſe means 
Culpeper had ſo many Secret Meetings with the Queen after her 
Marriage, that their Adultery was manifeſt) were brought to 
the Tower, and after Confeſſion of their Faults, - had their 
Heads cut off. This Lady Rochford, who now juttly 11 2 
by being a Bawd to the Queen, was Wife to the Lord Vilcougt = 
Rockford, Brother to Queen Aune Bolen, who by her malicious | 
Calumnies had been made a Tool to betray both her Husband 
and that good Queen his Siſter, to Death. Whole Death was 
the more taken notice of, as haying a kind of Divine Nene 
in itz for tho the Hand of Juſtice de often flow, tis always - 
ſure. 8 | e 
But the King having ſuch bad Luck with his Wives, the Par- 
liament took the if ame into Conſideration z and to prevent an 
more ſuch Aiter-Claps as this laſt, they pals'd an Act, That if * 
the King ſhould Marry a Woman that was before Incontinent, N 
if ſhe conceal the ſame, it ſhall he High Treaſon, But this Act, 

- how well ſoever intended, did the King a Diskindneſs, for 
making it Death to conceal their Incontinency in former 
times, ſo few durſt run the hazard of entering into the Bonds 
of Matrimony with a King, who was look d upon to have fo 
much Facility in Diflolxing them: And therefore refuſed the 
King's Courtſhip, as knowing in_what a ſlippery State they 
were, if the King, aſter his receiving them to Bed, ſhould, 
through any Miſtake, declare them no Maids. So that in 
ſhort, henceforward no Maid would venture on bim; and 
theretore- he fix d at laſt upon the Lady Katharine Parr, a \ 
Widow to the Lord Latimer; who being indeed a Lady of much 
Integrity and Worth, and of ſome Maturity of Years allo, 
the King lived after Marriage apparently well with her ; but 
yet not ſo welbneither, but that towards the latter end of the 
King's Life ſhe was in great danger of lofing hers; not for 
Adultery (tor ſhe was always free from the leaſt Suſpicion 
thereof) but for a Crime he uſed to puniſh as ſeverely, and 
that was Hexeſie, of which ſhe was much ſuſpected by Stepben 
Gard'ner, and ſome others of the ſame Kidney : In which, even 
by the King's Conſent, they had proceeded fo far againtt the 
Qneen, as to procure a Warrant to carry her to the Tower; 
but the Queen, by her prudent Submithon to the King, took 
off the Edge ot his Anger, and thereby defeated the Deſigns 
of her Enemies. | | 

'Tho' it cannot be denied, but that in this King's Reign the 
Groundwork of the Retormation was laid, yet even in this 
Reign (as well as in his Daughter Mary's afterwards) it was 

| atered with the, Blood of the Martyrs, many of them in this 
King's time expiring in the Flames; for when he had caſt off 

the Pope, and male himſelf the Head of the Church, it was a 
common ching to have the Froteftants burn'd one day for de- 

nying the Real Preſence in the Sacrament, and the Papiſts 

Hang d and Quarter'd the next day, for denying the King's , 

© KS P'Y Supremacy." 
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Supremacy. Nay, at the very ſame time, and the ſame place, 
that thoſe three, Worthy and Eminent Divines Dr. Robert 
Barns, Mr. Thomas Gerrard, and Mr. William Ferom were con- 
demned for Hereſie, and ſuffered the Torments of the Merci- 
leſs Eire, three Popiſh Doctors, viz. Powel, Abel and Featber- 
None, were hang d for denying the King's Supremacy. The 
ſight of which made a French-man cry out in theſe words, Deus 
Bozus ! Quomedo vivunt gentes ? Suſpenduntur Papiſtæ, Combu- 
ruztur Antipapiſtæ ? Good God! How do the People make a 
ſhift to live here ? Where Papiſts are hang'd, and Antipapiſts 
burn'd ? But this was a thing ſo common, that he needed not 
have wonder'd at it. The truth is, the Alterations in Reli 
gion made in this King's Reign, were not made upon a Reli- 
gious Account. He only conſulted his own Intereft, and acted 
accordingly: His caſting off the Pope's Supremacy, and 
making himſelf Pope in his ſtead, was for his own Advantage, 
for by that means he ſtood not in need of any Diſpenſation 
from the Pope for his Divorce from his firſt Wife; by this 
means alſo the Annates, or Firft-Fruits of Biſhopricks, uſually 
paid to the See of Rome, was by AR of Parliament to be paid 
unto himſelf. The Suppreſſing of Monafteries put Money alſo 
into his Coffers, and gave him an Opportunity to gratihe his 
Friends without any Charge; and thereby ſtrengthened him- 
ſelf againſt Foreign Enemies. His permitting the Bible to be 
read in the Engliſh Tongue, (that is, ſuch a Tranſlation 
thereof only as he allowed) gratified the Favourers of Refor- 
mation, and was no Charge to him. And therefore that he 
might ſeem to Foreign Princes to have only caſt off the Pope's 
Supremacy, but not the Popiſh Religion, be eftabliſhed the 
Six Articles by Act of Parliament, 1 the chief Dodtri- 
nal Points of Popery were ſtill retain'd, and many Worthy | 
Perſons burn'd for Hereticks for their oppofing thereof. And 
therefore whatever Advances were made in this Kings Reign, 
towards a Reformation, were brought about by the wonder- 
working and over -· ruling Providence of GOD, who can glorifie 
himſelf by bringing Good out of Evil; and not from any De- 
ſign or intention of the Kings, who neither minded God's 
Glory, nor the good of his People, in what he did, any far- 
ther than it contributed to the ſerving of his own Luſts, and 
the gratifying his Corrupt and Vicious Inclinations. 

That he was a bloody King, the greateſt part of his Reign 
abundantly teſtifies: The Death of Zmpſon and Dudley at the 
beginning of his Reign, (tho? they received but. the Ju * a 
ward of their Unjuſt and Arbitrary Practices) yet does it reflelt 
Diſhonour upon the King, by the Command of whoſe Father® 
it was done, and whoſe Coffers were filled thereby. But f 
Aleſs cauſe had he to put to Death (as he did) Edmund de Ia Pool, 
(Son of Foby de 44 Pool, Duke of Suffolk, by Eligabetb Sitter to 
King Edward the Fourth) who had been made Priſoner by 
,  Zem'y the Seventh, and had continued fo ever ſince: bio 
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indeed there was a reaſon of State for it: For the King being 
reſolved to go in Perſon againft France, he was loth to kave _ 
any one related to the Houle of Tort behind him. And there- 
fore that he was Son to Elizabeth, Siſter to King Edward the 
Fourth,wasCrime ſufficient to take away his Life, juſtice having 
nothing to do in that matter. For the ſame reaſon it alſo was, 
that Margaret Counteſs of Salubury, and Daughter to George 
Duke of Clarence, who was Brother to Edward the Fourth, was 
attainted of High Treaſon, being Threeſcore and ten Years 
of Age, and condemned without hearing, and was Beheaded 
two Years after, for no other reaſon, but becauſe there had 
been a Rebellion in Yorkſhire, and the King thought they bad 
a Kindneſs for this Aged Counteſs, who was of the Blood Royal 
of the Houſe of Tork. The like K indaeſs he alſo ſhewed to the 
Marqueſs of Exeter, who was the Kings firſt Couſin by the 
Mothers ſide, being the Son ef Katharine, Daughter to King 
Edward the Fourth, and Siſter to Elizaberb the Kings Mother. 
It would take up too much time to enumerate all the Nodle- 


men that he cauſed to be put to Death: Nor would he ſpare 


the Biſhop of Rocbeſter, tho*' the Pope had made him a Car- 
dinal ; againft whom he had fo great an Antipathy for deny- 
ing his Supremacy, that waen he heard his Cardinals Cap 
was come as far as Calais, he Swore by the Mother of God he 
ſhould have never a Head to put it on, and accordingly cauſed 
him to be Beheaded. Nor did Sir Thomas More find any more 
Favour; tho he had a little before honoured him with the 
keeping of the Great Seal of England. And it is obſervable of 
this King, that the longer he Reigned, the more Cruel he was, 


and the more Blood he ſhed. 


To Sum up all, In this King's Reign there fell by his Seve- 
rity, two Queens, two Cardinals, (for Cardinal Pool ftocd 
Condemned, tho not Apprehended) three Dukes; Marqueſſes, 
Earls, and Earls Sons, twelve; Barons and Knights, eighteen; 
which could not but much irritate the Temporal Nobility ; 
and of Biſhops, Abbots, Priors, Monks and Erieſts (which as 
much incenſed the Clergy) no leſs than Seventy Seven: And 
having offended his Roman Catholick Subjefts, by Diſowning 
the See of Rome, and his Proteſtant Subjects by rejefting the 
Reformation, he was brought at laſt to that unhappy 1 eriod, 
to leave the Crown to a Child, whoſe Condition was like to 
prove as uncertain under the Government of a Protector, as 


the Kingdom under his; which in caſe of want of Iſſue of his 


Body, was to deſcend to his two Sifters ſucceſſively ; of whoſe 
r N and Title, there were as many >cruples 

ore they parted from the Sovereignty, as ever their Father 
conceived in point of State, Conſcience, or Monour, before he 
parted from their Mothers. So from the Cataſtrophe of his 
whole Story, we may bring this Remark, That as no Man 


* 


could meaſure his Happineſs by his Greatneſs, ſo neither can 


they take any Scantling of his Greatneſs, by any thing the 
25 | World 


— 
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World calls Happineſs : It being very true whick the Marqueſs 
of Dorſet told him very plainly, and not unpleaſantly, at a 
time when be was ill-diſpoſed to hear a Jeft, and not well pre- 
razed to bg Serious: To wit, Thar no Man could be truly Merry, 
that bad above one Wife in bis Bed, one Friend in bis Bofom, and 
one Faith in bis Heart. &% | oo 
I will conclude what I have to ſay of this King, in the words 
of an Anonymus Author, whom I have often quoted; © To 
* ſay much of him, were to make you Surfeit : Sir Walter Ra- 
* leigh's Teftimony of him is ſufficient, F all the Pictures and 
Patterns of @ Mercileſs Prince were lo& in the World, they might 
all be Painted again 10 the Liſe out of the Story of this King, 
* His vaſt Expence of Treaſnre, and profuſe Bloodſhed, mate 
< this Kingdom look with a Ghaftly Face; and to expreſs him 
4% fully, this remains of him to everlalting, That he never ſpared 
Man in bis Anger, nor Woman in his Lust. And this puts me 
*in mind of a Story I have heard in Spain, a Friar preach'd 
* before Don Pedro the King, ſirnamed the Cruel, took his 
„Text, which invited him to extol Regal Dignity to its 
4 higheſt pitch, often ſaying, Few Kings went to Hell; but in 
* the cloſe of his Sermon, ſaid, Tou may peradventure wonder, 
that 7 ſo often tell you, that few Kings go to Hell: Marry the 
reaſon is, There are but few Kings; for if there were more, 
* they would go all to the Devil, | 
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THE TR uE 
SECRET HISTORY 
| 0 O F eee 
King E DW ARD the Sixth 

ING EDWARD the Sixth, the. only Son of Henry 
K the Eighth, by Jane Seymour bw Third Hije, was born 
at Hampton- Court, the 12th of October 1537. 4nd 


was but in the gth hear of his Age, when be Aſcended the Thi 
of bis Father, His Reign began with 4. Proſperous War pe: 


the Scots, to whom the Duke of Somerſet his Unkle.and Protetdtor, | 


gave 4 great Overthrow-at Muſcleborough: But we luft ground 
in France, by reſtoring (as we did at laſt ) Le Boulonois r0-ubat 
Crown. The beſt Tranſation of this Reign,” was rhe our Pro- 
greſs made in it of the Reformation begun by Henry rb Eighth, 


and now brought to good Perfection by the indefetig able Zeil of 


Archbiſhop Ctanmer, and ibe | Powerful 3 of the Pro- 
teltor, notwithſtanding tbe Oppoſition of tiff Men again(d it, eſpe- 
cially Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Bonner Biſhop of Loh- 


don + In this Reign fell the Lord Admiral Thomas Seymour, 


one of the Kings Unrzles, and the Lord Proteſtors Brother j aud 
not long after the Protector himjelf, by the great Power and 1n- 
fluence of the | Duke of Northumberland, 4 Man of great An- 
bition: Ibo ſeeing the King in 4 Conſumprive Conduton , 
meant to ſertle the Crown in his Family, hy mabing 4 March Be- 
tween Guilford Dudley, bis fourth Son, and tbe Lady Jane 
Gray, Daughter ro Henry Gray Duke of Suffolk, % Frances 
bis Wife, Daughter of Mary, Siſter to Henry tbe Eighth. Witch 
done, he got King Edward to declare her bis Sutreſſor I; il, 


to the prejudice of the true Heirs, Mary and Elizabeth hi Siſters : - 


hich Will he gor conſirmed by the Council and tbe Fudges of the 


Realm. Ae died at Greenwich, the fifth day of July, 1593+, 


having Reigned Six Tears, five Months, and 19 dh. Thus far 
his General Hiſtorx. de Ver 


The Secret Hiſtory of King Edward the Sixth, will take 
up but a little room. The tender years of this King, but 
much more his Excellent and Illuſtrious — 2 keeping 
him from any 2 or indirect Deſigns. So that with re- 
lgect to himſelf; a Fanegyrick is more proper than à Secret 


Hiftory. For of this King it may be ſaid;'as was formerly 
of Abi jab the Son of Ferloam, In bim only (of all tliat went 
before him) vn there found ſome good thing towards the Lord 

2 of ſome of his 
P 4 Chief 


* > 


ud of Iſract But the Secret 


- 
7 
* 6ͤ— nt —— 
— 


1 9 993 
9 
2 I 8 


The True Secret Hiſtory of 
ief Miniſters, both againſt the King and the Kingdom, 
vin farniſh us but with too much matter for our Secret Hiſto- 
ry. In which we ſhall yet be as brief, as the Secret Deſigns 
we arc to unravel, will let us. | | 

Royalty, like a Pythagorean Soul, Tranſmigrates : For 
altho* Henry was dead, yet the King was ftill alive, ſurvivi 


in the Perſon of Edward; who began his Reign the 2870 & 


Fanuary, 177. and having been Proclaimed King, came the 
fame day from Enfield, where he then kept his Court, and 
lodged in the Tower, according to the Cuſtom of former 
Kings, there to continue till his Coronation. The next day 
the Council being met, choſe Edward Seymour, Earl of Hart. 
ord, for Protector of the King and Realm; who, to begin 
is New Dignity with ſome memorable Action, dubb'd the 
King a Night; the King preſently imparting the ſame Ho- 
hour on Sir Richard Hubblethorn, then Lord Mayor of London. 
Two Days after the King dignify'd ſeveral Perſons with new 
Honours, amongſt whom were his two Uncles ; for the Lord 
Protector, Earl of Hertford, was made Duke of Somerſet ; and 
his Brother, Thomas Seymour, was made Baron of Sudley, and 
Lord High-Admiral of England, But theſe were not the on- 
ly Perſons advanc*d, for William Par, Earl of Efſex, was made 
Marqueſs of Northampton, the Lord. Chancellor Wriotheſty 
Earl of Southampton, and Foby Dudley, Viſcount Liſle, Earl of 


Warwick. Two Days after which, the King was Solemoly 


Inaugrated at Weftmizſler, being Crown*d by Cranmer Arch- 
.. biſhop of Canter bur). | 
The War with Scotland ſoon after proſecuted, with the 
Victory obtain'd over the Scots at Muſcleborougb, I leave to 
the Writers of this Kings General Hiftory, But thoſe Wars 
did not hinder the King from purſuing the Reformation out 
1 a better End than it was firft begun by his Father: For 
now all Images were pull'd down, Prieſts were permitted to 
Marry, the Liturgy was ſet forth in the Engliſh Tongue, the 
Euchariſt Adminiſtred in both kinds, Auricular Confeſſion 
forbidden, no Man prohibited from Reading of the Scriptures 
in any Language that he underftood, no Maſſes to be ſaid for 
| Big an of the Departed; and wg other things ordained, 
ſa far differing from the Inſtitution of our Fore-Fathers, that 
many of the Ignorant People, ſet on thereto by the Fautors 
of Popery, took occaſion therefrom to break out into Rebel 
lion: Which when the King's Reaſons (which he Piouſly 
ſet forth for that purpoſe). would not reduce them to Obedi- 
Fence, he-was forc*d to make uſe of ſtronger Arguments. 


But that which gave more difturbance to the King, was a 


fatal Conteſt between his two Uncles; which ended not but in 
the Deſtruction of em hoth ; and at the long run, of the King 
+ himſelf::: And therefore will require to be { to at large. 
Tbde Wiſe Man tells ps, That 4 Brother of ended is — to 

fe por than A firong City, and their Congentions are lite the Wh 


* 
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of « Cafile: And ſo it prov. between theſe ; for Jealouſy, 


Envy, and Ambition, like Infernal Furies, had arm*d them à - 
gainft each other ; and the Pride of the Feminine Sex pre- 


d them for the Lifts, For the Lord Sudley had taken to 
Wife K atharine Par the Queen Dowager, laſt Wite to King 
Henry the VIII. who Challenging Precedence before the Pro- 
tetor's Wife, began, or rather heighten*'d the Quarrel be- 
tween them. What Agreement would he between theſe two 
Women, ( one having been the Wife of the late King, and 
therefore thought all Preheminence and Honour due to her; 
the other being Married to him who was Protector of the 
Preſent King's Minority, and ſo in point of Command dif- 
fer'd little from a Soveraign himſelt ) they may eaſily ima- 
gine who have Read in the firſt Book of Herodian, the Cons 
tentions that aroſe between Criſpina, the Wife of Commodus, 
and Lucilla, who had been formerly Married to Lucius Verus 
the Emperour. Yet it was not in the Power of Envy or 
Pride ſo to have divided them, had not Nature had its ſhare 
in the Feud, as well as Providence that giving them differ- 
ent Conftitutiens, as tfother had created them different In- 
tereſts. For the Protector was Mild, Affable, Open, and 
Well- meaning; and had he been as free from Covetouſneſs, 
as he was from Jealouſy, he muſt needs have had the better 
of his younger Brother. The other was Fierce, Turbulent, 
and Ambitious, but withal very Generous and Magnificent z 


and had not his Reſolution tended to Raſhneſs, he muft needs 


have had the better of his Elder Brother. Preſently after 
the Death of King Heng, the, Admiral, thruſt on by the 
flattering Opinion of his own Merits, reſolved to add a luftre 
to his good Parts by Marrying the Lady Elizabeth, as yet in- 
deed ſcarce Marriageable. But the Protector wiſely con- 
ſidering how Rafh and Perilous this Project was, fruſtrated 
that Deſign. And by his Marriage afterwards, with K tha- 
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rine Queen Dowager, a Beautiful and Noble Lady, with an 


Eſtate ſuitable to her Dignity, it was thought the gulf of his 


Deſires would have been fatisfy*'d. But finding ftill that his 
Brother over-toppf'd him by vertue of his Place, and that he 
could not be his Equal till he became his Superiour, reſolv*d 
to attempt to pluck him down, and vault into the Em 

Saddle; to ſeize on the King; and, by having him, to get 
likewiſe the Power of the Kingdom, Neither wanted he 
Courage, Money, or Friends, to accompliſh the Deſign: All 
the Roman Catholick Nobility being Well-wiſhers to him; 
but particularly he had engaged the Earl of Warwick, (after 
Duke of Northumberland) the greateſt Man of Power, and 
the Marqueſs of Dorſet, (after Duke of Suffolk ) the greateſt 
Man of Intereft ; the one drawn in by hopes of Advancing 
his Son, t*other his Daughter. For the Admiral was fo In- 
. ſolent as to promiſe them, that the firſt ſhould Marry one of 
ſhe King's Siſters, and t'other the Kipg himſelf, Whereby 


218 The True Seovet” Hiſtory of 
was apparent he intended to make the Conſequences of his 
"Succeſs no leſs fatal to the whole Kingdom than to his Bro- 

Now whether his Lady, that had been the Wife of a King 
before, did (while ſhe was alive) put him upon any hupes 
of being ſo now, (for Ambitious Men, like ſeaFd Doves, fly 
the higher for being blinded ) is not certain. But maſt cer- 
tain it is, that as ſoon as ſhe died, { which was not long after) 
ke reſum'd the Confidence to approach ſo near the Throne, 
as to Court the Lady E!:34berb the ſecond time, now grown a 
little riper for Conſent, than when he firſt mov'd the Queſtion 
to her. But this was not carried fo ſecretly, but that his Bro- 
ther had an inſight into the whole Practice; and at laſt diſ- 


cover d the whole Flor, but conceal'd his knowledge of it, 


either out of Pity or Prudence, as loth to Ruine him, with 
the hazard of loſing himſelf; or as doubting perhaps that the 
Sword of juſtice was not long enough to reach him; or at 


1 — — 


leaſt not ſharp enough to cut through the knot of the whole 


Conſpiracy. But as Fate never fails undoing the Man ſhe 


Bas a Mind to deſtroy; and when ſhe falls upon him, makes 
the firft ſtroke at his Head: So it happen'd with this un- 
happy Lord; who being unexpectedly undermin'd, was blown 


up by a Train, that ſeems to have taken fire as it were from 
Heaven; his Treaſon being firſt detected out of the Pulpit; 


and the Protector ſo preſt by an Eloquent Sermon of Biſhop 
Zatimer's to Impeach him, that he being not able to clear 


Him, was in ſome ſence obliged to clear himlelf, by a Speech 
which prov'd as Ominous as it was Obvious, ſaying at the 
tame time he caus'd him to be apprehended, He wor'd Do 
and Suffer Fuſtice. And ſo he did when he ſign'd the Warrant 
for his Execution, after the Parliament had found him guilty, 
with his own hand. Which was a fingular Piece of Selſ-de- 
nia}, and ſuch as is rarely found in Story: There being very 
few that ſo much preferr the Publick before their own' Pri- 
vate Intereft, as not to {pare their own Fleſſi and Blood. 
However, tho“ perhaps it might be Juſtice in the Duke that 
-p:evail'd with him, yet it look*d ſo much like Revenge, that 
it was by moſt Men judg'4 Unnatutalpand took no leſs from 
the Honour of his juſtice, than 't%other intended to hav: 
taken from the Prerogative of his Honour; and ſo ſhook the 
Frame of his Authority, that it broke in Pieces prelentiſ 
Alter: For both Papifts and Proteſtants falling off from him, 
be was expbsd to tke Cunning ot Warwick, and the Scorn 
of the Marque ſs of Dorſet, who were both his Irreconcileabłk 
Enemies, and had ſecretly fomented the Difference between 
Aim aud his Brother, aggravating his Crimes in Pafliamem, 
aul helping forward his Condemnation, that they mgbt'tle 
detter aſtetwards Effect the Ruine ot che Defescehfs Dük. 


The Fapiſts quitting him, as behieving the Oblaten ceasd 


Bench, uben he dend Oy hoi, they wes bald in Beg 
| ; cen 
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been true to him no otherwiſe, but for his Brothers ſake only. 
The Preteſtants fail'd him, becauſe they doubted he might 
fail them : For how could they think he would give them 
any Aſſiſtance, that had given ſo little to his own Brother? 

us when two great Trees grow up together out of one 
and the fame ftock, we ſee that the cutting down of the one, 
commonly Endangers the blowing down of the other ; which 
remaining fingle, and Expos*d to ev*ry Storm, cannot ſtand, 
unleſs it have a firm ground, as well as a ſpreading Root. 
Neither were there ſome wanting to do him the kind 
Office ( tho“ he would not hear them ſo as to take their Ad- 
vice) as to tell him his Brothers Faults proceeding from the 
violence of Youthful heat, might far better be pardon*d, 
than the King left deſtitute of an Uncle's help, or himſelf of 
a Brothers; adviſing him hefore he proceeded to this utmoſt 


Severity with the Admiral, to have a heedful Regard to 


what he did : Telling him, That fome might perhaps be 
willing to let an Offending Brother ſhed ſome Tears; but to 
ſhed his Blood when they could prevent it, ſcarce any: And 
that it was much to be fear*d left his Brothers Death would 
be his Ruine, and the loſs of ſuch Friends a hazard to the 
King, Tis true, there were others that us*'d Arguments on 
the other fide : Theſe highly extoll'd his Impartial Proceed- 


ings, whom Fraternal Affection could not divert from doing 


Right to his Country; maintaining the Neceſhty of cutting 
off the Admiral, and that it ſtood the Protector upon ſo to 


do, if he either regarded his own, or the Kings Safety: For 


( faid they ) at what other mark did the Admiral Aim, but 
that having ſeiz*d on the King's Perſon, remov'd his Bro- 
ther from the Prote@orfſhip, and Married the Lady Elizabeth, 


he might by Poyſon, or ſome other means, make away the 


young King, already deprivid of his Friends, and as in the 
Right of his Wife, inveſt himſelf in the Royal Throne; to 
which the Lady May, (altho“ the Elder Sifter ) as Inceſtu- 
ouſly begotten, could make no Claim. The Subſtance of this 
being deliver'd in a Sermon before the King, by Biſhop 


Latimer: For whom, tho“ I have a very great Eſteem, .as' 


being one of our Worthy Martyrs in Queen Mary's Reign; 
yet 1 muſt here take the Liberty to ſay, the Biſhop, was 
buſied beſides his Buſineſs, and was a far better Divine than 
a Stateſman : For had he kept only to his on Province, 
the King might have been preſerv'd from the Secret De- 
figns of Northumberland, and then the good Biſhop might 
= have eſcap'd that Fiery Trial. which he afterwards, went 
t orow. f 1 6 | F {4 "4.35, > 
But tho* the Protector took the Advice of the laſt, (by 
which the Admiral was cut off) yet the Event ſhewed, that 
the firſt was the beft Counſel ; for it was not long that the 
Protector bore up after his Brother's Fall. The great Care 


be took to build his Houſe (Somerſer-Houſe in the itrand, mom 


| 
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him ſo called) being no leſs fatal to him, than the little Care 
he had to Support his Family : For he had pulled down ſeveral 
Churches, Chappels, and other Religious Houſes, for the 
Building thereof; which raiſed a great Cry againſt him; the 
People Ecchoing to the Defamatiop, and charging bim with 


the Guilt of Sacriledge ſo furiouſly, that he was forced to quit 


the place, and retire with the King to Wizdſor, leaving his 
Enemies in Poſſeſſion of the Strength of the City, as well 
as the Affections of the Citizens, as we ſhall preſently ſhew, 
The Tumults and Inſurrections that had happened in (eye- 
ral parts of the Kingdom, upon the Account ot the Reforma- 
tion, the People being ftirred up by thoſe that were the Ene- 
mies thereof, and the Loſſes that happened in France, brought 
the Protector into Diſcredit among the Vulgar, and affotded 
| ſufficient matter for Envy to work on. Amongſt the Lords of 


the Privy Council, the moſt Eminent was the Ear! of H arwict, 


a Man of a vaſt Spirit, which was the more inlarged by the 
Contemplation of his great Actions performed both abroad 
and at home. This Man had long look d a Squint on Somerſer's 
Greatneſs; and having 2 high Opinion of his own Abilities, 
thought Somerſet much beneath him; and was ſtrongly per- 
ſwaded, that if he could but remove the Duke, his own Merits 
would make himſelf ftand faireſt for the Protectorſhip. Ta 
which, the Conſideration of the Duke's Nakedneſs (bein 

now diſarmed of his Brother that ſhould have ſupported him 


was no little Encouragement to him to attempt it. Which 


4 


brings to mind that ot the Poet: 


En quo Diſcordia Fratre 
Per duxit Miſeros ] 


O ſee be Fatal JU 
When Brother yields bis Brother's Blood to ſpil ! 


But whilſt Warwick was curious and buſie to find out matter 
to lay to the Duke of Somerſer's Charge, the Duke comes to 
hear of his Defigns: Who finding himſelf che Mark that was 
aimed at, and yet not being certain whether by force of Arms, 
or under a Pretence of Law and Juſtice, the Earl of #arwich 


intended to Aſſail him; the King and the Protector being 


then at Hampton - Court, the Protector diſpatched Letters to 
the Citizens of London, requiring them forthwith to make 
ready a Thoufand Men in Arms, and ſend them to him, where- 
with he might defend the King's Perſon and himſelf, from the 
Treachery and Violence intended againft them. Then in the 
Country round about Hampton · Court, he got a Select Band, 


and conveyed the King to / indſor the ſame night, attended by 


ſome of the Nobility, and ſome of the Council; Windſor being 
à place much better Fortified, and far more ftrong, and able 
to make reſiſtance, than Hampton - Court. But the Funky 
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Warwick, at the ſame time, had gathered tagether the greateſt 
rt of the Lords of the Council now at Londen, and there 


made many Complaints againſt the Duke of Somerſet, be- 


ſeeching them, by their Aſſiſtance, to ſecure him from the 
Prote&or's Malice, who ſought to intrap him for his Life; 
accuſing the Duke of that Crime which he himſelf was 
uilty of. 
x The Lords hereupon ſend their Letters alſo to the Lord 
Mayor and Citizens of London, to Levy Forces, and ſend them 
to them, for the Delivery of the King's Perſon out of the 
Hands of his Enemy; for ſo they were pleaſed to ſtile the Pro- 
tector; and withal, publiſhed Proclamations, wherein they 
laid to his Charge many hainous' Crimes, as, That the Pro- 
tector had greatly diſturbed the Commonwealth; which King 
Henry, at his Death, left in the midft of Peace and Tranqui- 
lity : That he had done this, by ſcattering abroad ſecretly the 
Seeds of Contention ; and ſo had been the cauſe of the Death 
of many Thouſands of Men, who periſhed in the late Civil 
Broi]s and Dili-ntivas : That many Fortifications, and 
laces of Defence, which King Henry had conquered with the 
hazard of his Perſon, were now utterly loſt, through either 
the Cowardiſe, Sloth, or Freachery of the Protector: That 
he lighted and cortemned the reft of the Lords of the Coun- 
cil, and regarded not their Advice in any Matters of States 
and had totally neglected King Henry's Inſtructions concern- 
ing the Government of the Kingdoms of England and Ireland: 
And that it had been his only Study and Care to make himſelf 
Great, and incrcaſe his own Wealth: That he endeavoured 
to ſet the Peers of the Realm at Variance amongſt themſelves ; 
and that he had taken to be Attendants about his Perſon, a 
ſort of Factious Companions, who might be at his Beck upon 
all Occaſions; That he was employed about building, for him» 
ſelf ſtately Palaces, far exceeding the Proportion of a Sub 
how great ſ6ever he were; and that even in the very Inſtant 
that the State did Shrink under the Burthen both of Inteftine 
and Foreign Wars, | FE 
The Protector had notice of all theſe Paſſages, and per- 
ceiving himſelf to be forſaken of all ſides, (for the Londoners 
being prepoſſeſſed by Warwick and his Party, were ſo far from 
ſupplying him, that they had ſent his Adverſary 300 Men; 
and the greateſt part of the Nobility had, by joyning with the 
Earl, made their Cauſe one) he forſook himſelf alſo, for want 
of that Reſolution which he ought to have had, and defiri 
of his Enemies that they would abftain from al! Violence an 
illegal Courſes, and proceed againft him only according to 
Law; he delivered up the King to their Tuition, and com- 
mitted himſelf to their Diſpoſal; by whom he was ſoon after 
committed to the Tower, and the King brought to Hampron- 
Court, where ſeven of the Lords of the Ceuncil, and four 
Knights, were appointed by Turns to attend upon the — 2 
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Perſon: The Lords were the Marquis of Northampton, 

Earls of Warwick and Arundel, the Lords Ruſſel, St, Fobn, Wenx. 
worth z the Knights were Sir Andrew Dudley, Sir Edware Rogers, 
Sir Thomas Darcy, and Sir Thomas Worth, And as for the Atairs 
of State, they were to be governed by the whole Body of the 
Council. _ BY | | 
The Duke of Somerſet (now no more Protector) hayin 
been kept a Priſoner in the Tower for three Months, and all 
the Scrutiny that Harwich and the reft of his Enemies could 
make, not being ſufficient to. Convict him of any Crime wor- 
thy of Death; and it not being thought fit, that ſo great a 
Perſon as the Duke, who was ſo lately Protector of the King 
and Realm, ſhould for a ſmall Offence be condemned to per- 
tual Impriſonment, he was under-hand dealt with to ſubmit 
imſelt, and acknowledge that he had deſerved this, or whar- 
ſqever greater Puniſhment the King ſhould be pleaſed: to in- 
flict upon him, and withal, to implore his Majefties Royal 
Clemency. To this the Duke eaſily condeſcended, and was, 
on the ſixth of Hebruam, ſet at Liberty, but not reftored to 
the Dignity of Protector, only contenting himſelf with the 
place of a Privy Counſellor, 4 op, of 
- But it being conceived that Revenge might draw the Duke 
to.new PraRiles, he is, by the Mediation of Friends, recon- 
ciled to the Earl of Warwick; and that his Attonement might 
be the more firm and ſincere, the Dukes Daughter is Married 
to the Earl of Farwicbs Son, the King gracing the Nuptials 
with his Preſence. Thuanw tells us, That the Earl, by ſeem · 
ing defirous of the Reſtitution of the Romiſh Religion, had 
gained tlie good Opinion of all that were againſt the Refor- 
mation; and that his Diſſimulation herein being diſcovered, 
and fear ing left he ſhould be forſaken of them whom he had 
gelyded with falſe hopes; the Conſideration thereof, and of 
the Dukes mild and free Diſpoſition, would indear him to 
them: To prevent which danger, he contrived this Alliance 

with the Duke, and procured his Liberty. 8 
But whatever ſeeming Agreement there was between them, 
it is certain that Warmick (who upon this pretended Recon- 
ciliation was created Duke of Northumberland ) ftill retained his 
former Malice againſt the Duke of Somerſer, whom he well 
Ene to be a Man, of much Integrity, and truly Faithful and 
Loyal to the King, and for that very reaſon hated him; for 
he bad formed ſuch high Deſigus, that no honeſt Subject would 
eyer give way to; and tho the Duke was now no longer Pro- 
tector, yet he bad that Favour of the King, and was generally 
o well beloved of the People, that Northumberland (for ſo we 
muft henceforth call him) knew he both would and was capa- 
ble of obſtructing his Deſigns, and therefore found it was 
-pecellary, in order to bring about what he ſecretly deſigned, 
to have omerſet removed. So that by many Injuries daily 
offered by Norzluzaberland to him, their ill-cemented Friend- 
| | dip 
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ſhip broke out into open Enmity, and inſtead of healing, t 
Sore grew worſe and worſe: lalomuch that Somerſet, a 

of an extraordinary mild and good Nature, provoked with 
the continual Injuries of Pudiey, (for Paticgce too much 
wronged, turns. at laſt co Fury) began to conlider by wht 
means he might make away his Enemy. And after _ 
thoughts about it, reſolved, under pretence of viiting th 
Duke of Northumberland in friendly manger, to execure N 
intended gore having therefore put on a privy Coat if 
Mail, and brought along with him other Armed Men, hom 
he left in an outer Chamber, he went in to ſec his Enemy, 
purpoſing to kill him: But being admitted co him, and fin 


* 


ing him naked and unarmed, lying upon his Couch, and being 
received by him with all Homanity and friendiy Reſpect, bs 
Heart prefently failed him, ſo that he would not execute whar 
he pur poſely came for, leaving the Duke ot Nerthumberlius 
a8 he found him. At his Departure, one of thoſe chat he 
brought along with him, asked him f % bad done the Lear? 
And the Duke anſwered, No. He replied, Then gon gre Un- 
dome, And ſo it proved, for this very thing was his Ruin, 
they that were privy to at betraying him. So that now again 
e is publickly accuſed : And the matter being reyealed tothe 
ords of the Council, they {end him preſently to the Tom 
where he is committed, with the Dutcheſs his Wife, he Lok 
Gray of Wilton, Sir Raiph Fane, Sir Thomas Palmer, Sir Miles 
Partridge, Sir Michael dtanbope, Sir Thomas Arundel, and ſeveral 
other of his Friends— 3 
And being afterwards brought to his Tryal in J/eſtmin/ter= 
Hall, he is arraigned for a double Crime, for Treaſon againſt 
the State, which he is charged to baye not only ill, but trea- 
cherouſly managed, and for a { onſpiracy againſt the Duke of 
Northumberland. Of the Treaſon he cleared himſelf, and his 
Peers acquitted him: Bur for the Conſpiracy againſt the Duke 
of Northumberland, he could not deny it; and ſo was con- 
demned by Vertue of a Law made in the third Year of Hen. 7. 
which made the very Intent and Imagination of Killing a 


Privy Counſellor puniſhable by Death. But this Law was too 


much ftrained to bring the Duke within it, for tho it is 
Felony for inferior Perions to contrive the Death of a Lord 
of the Council, yet Lords are therein expreſly excepted. But 
there is one thing wherein. I cannot but think the Duke very 


much wanting to himſelt, and that is, that he did not Exempt 
himſelf from a Felonious Death, by Craving the Benefit of his 


Clergy; Or if he thought not of it himſelf, yet it is ſtrange. 
that ſo great a Man, whoſe Nephew was then Reigning, 
ſhould be ſo deſtitute of Learned Advice. But ſuch were 
the Times, and ſuch his Misfortunes in the Minority of his 


I cannot here but remark the Great Affections of the People 
to this Unfortunate Nobleman, ſhewn by this one inſtance: 
Upon 
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Upon the Dukes being cleared of the Guilt of Treaſon, the 
Fatal Ax, uſually carried before Traytors to the Bar, was laid 
aſide; which the People eing, and thinking he had been 
wholly cleared, gave ſuch an exceeding Shout for Joy, as not 
only made the Hall to ring, but was heard beyond Charing. 
Croſs almoſt half a Mile from the Hall. At which the Nobles 
were not a little terrified, at ſo great a Teftimony of the 
Peoples Affection towards the Duke. Which perhaps might 
be one cauſe that his Execution was ſo long deferred. 

The Duke being condemned, the People ſpake very diverſ] 
of the Proceedings of the Lords, generally murmuring a 
the Duke of Northumberland. And even the King himſelf 

was very uneaſie, tho Northumberland, and his Accomplices, 

tock all the Care they could to divert him from thoſe Melan- 
cholly Reflexions which they were conſcious to themſelves 

had given him cauſe to make. Notwithſtanding which, after 
the Duke had been condemned about two Months, he was 
brought to his Execution, tho the King had earneſtly la- 
boured to divert the Stroke. | 

Whether it were that the Lords were afraid the Duke ſhould 
be Reſcued, or for what other Reaſons I know not, but ſo it 
was, that the Conftables of every Ward (according to a Pre- 
cept directed from the Lords ef the Council to the Lord 
Mayor) ftrialy charged every Citizen in the City, not to let 
any depart out of their Houſes before Ten a Clock that day 
tho for all thoſe Orders, Tower-Ail was filled with People by 
Seven. Before it was Eight, the Duke was brought thither, 
incloſed with the Kings Guards, the Sheriffs Officers, the 
Warders of the Tower, and others with Halberds; and very 
Undauntedly, and with a chearful Countenance, aſcended the 
Scaffold : Where falling upon his Knees, and ſpending a little 
time in his private Devotion, he roſe up, and thus beſpake 
the People: 3 

Being by the Law Condemned, 1 bere willingly ſubmit my ſelf 

Exemplary Puniſhment, ro ſatufie irs Rigor. That G 0 D bath 

een pleaſed to grant me ſo long 4 Preparative to my End, I bumbly 
thank bis Eternal Goodneſs: But in that be bath been fartber 
pleajed ro inſpire me with the Knowledge of bis Truth, and to make 
me an Inſlrument for the Propagation of tbe ſame, I can never 
ſufficiently magnifie bis Mercies. In this I do rejoyce, in this only 
do I triumpb; Beſeeching bim, ibat his Church in ibis Realm, being 
now Reformed according to the Inſtitution of the Ancient Primitive, 
the Members thereof may Conform their Lives according 10 the 

Purity of its received Doctrine. | 

The Duke would have ſaid more, but a firange and ſudden 
Confternation and Cry vf rhe People interrupted him, who 
being poſſeſſed with Pannick Terror, as it were with an una- 
nimous Conſent cried out, Fly quickly, Hy. So that of that 


infinite Multitude which the Expectation of the Dukes Death 
had drawn together, there was ſcarce any kept their place; 
| and 
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and ſo whilſt each one ſought to ſhiſt for themſelves, man 
were extreamly preſt, many trodden to death, and thoſe that 
eſcaped beſt, were almoſt dead with fear of they knew not 
what, for indeed there was no other danger but what their 
own Fears created: But from whence their Fears proceeded, 
there was none could tell, One faid he heard a terrible 
Crack of Thunder; another, the noiſe of a Troop of Horſe ; 
and ſome, over Credulous, were willing to believe what they 
defired, and affirmed, that Meffengers were come with a 
Pardon for the Duke. But they were all Miſtaken, for the 
truth of the Matter was, That ſome of the Tower-Hamlets 
that had been warned to come and guard the Duke to the 
Scaffold, finding they were with the lateſt, haſtened each 
other with ſaying, Away, Away. And theſe being armed, and 
coming together in a full Body, . were miſtaken by thoſe that 
were eutermoſt, who ſeeing them running, and hearing them 
Cry, Away, Away, ſtraight apprehended ſome Danger, and. 
cryed in like manner to them that were before them, till at 
laft they were all alarmed, tho' none knew why. The People 
being at length quieted, and the Duke beginning to finiſh his 
Speech, he was a ſecond time interrupted by the Noiſe of the 
People, who ſeeing Sir Anthony Brawn come Riding a Gallop, ' 
gave a great Shout, and cried out, A Pardon, 4 Pardon; GOD. 
Save the King. But theſe were allo miſtaken, for it was no 
ſuch matter. The Duke expreſſed: great Conkiancy at boch 
_ theſe times, intreating them to be quiet, that he might with a 
more compoſed Spirit.depart out of the World. For, laid he, 
I bave often looked Death in th: Face in the tield, in the midi 
of the greateſ Dangers, ſo that now be is no Stranger to me, And 
among the Vain Deluſions of this World, I repent of nothing, more 
than eſteeming my Life more dear than 1 ſhould. I bave undergone 
the Hatred of great Perſons, which bas been ſo much the. more 
Dangerom, becauſe Unjuſt, 1 have alſo incurr'd ibe Diſpleaſure 
of Inferiours. tho not for any great Faults of my own, (tho? 1- 
never pretended to be free from Fau}ts) but my Fault was moſt 
in giving way to the Faults of others; and now being conſtantly 
— 1 neither fear to die, nor deſire to live; and having 
overcome all Gri-f in my ſelf, I defire no Man to grieve for me. 
And fo having declared his Faith in GOD, and his Faithtulneſs 
to the King, he recommended his Soul to God by Prayer, and 
then yielded his Body into the hands of the Executioner, 
ſuffering with atlmirable Conftancy, neither by Voice, Geſture, 
or Countenance, ſhew ing himſelf any way dejeted or moved 
at the approach of Death; the Executioner at one Blow put- 
ting an End te that Life, which was indeed the Preſervation 
of the Kings. For he was a Pious Juſt Man, very Zealous in 
point of Reformation, very Solicitous for the Kings Safety, and 
every way good and careful of the Publick Weal. The only 
Fault imputed to him was, that he was a little tainted with 
the Bpidemick Diſtemper of thoſe Times, who thought it 
Nn Q Religion 
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Religion to Reform the Church as well in its Exuberancy of 
Means, as of Superftitious Ceremonies. But this was a Fault 
complained of chiefly by Church-men, and we know Intereft 
will not lic. That his Death was generally lamented, is cer- 
tain; inſomuch that many dipped Handkerchiefs in his Blood, 
and kept them as Sacred Relicks. Which was eſpecially re- 
markable 'in one good Woman, who two Years after, when 
the Duke of Northumberland was led Priſoner through the 
City, for his Oppoſition againſt Queen Mary, ran to him in 
the Streets, and-ſhaking out her Bloody Handkerchief before 
him, Behold (ſaid fhe) the Blood of tbat Worthy Man, the good 
'Unkle of that Excellent King, which being ſhed by thy Ireacherous 
Maebination, now at this inſtant begins 10 revenge it ſelf upon 


thee. And indeed, almoſt as many as lamented the Death of 


the Duke of Somerſet, rejoyced at the Fall of the Duke of 
Northumberland, ot which I ſhall have more occaſion to ſpeak 
in the next Reign. ons 8 
The good Duke of Somerſet being thus taken out of the 
way, there was now none left to oppoſe Northumberland, nor 
hinder him from Proſecuting his Ambitions Deſigns. For the 
Nobility obſerving on one hand, that he was able to endanger 
the State of the greateſt; and on the other, that the more 
reſpect they ſhewed to him, the more ſately they lived, and 
the more eaſily they were advanced to Honour, they all ſtrove 
who ſhould humour him moſt; and would obſerve his Werds, 
Geſtures and Looks, to do that as of themſelves, which they 
thought he had a deſire they ſhould do. 6 

But King Edward, tho he did not publickly diſcover his 
Grief for the Death of his Unkle, as not thinking it agree- 
able to Majefty openly to declare himſelt: And tho the 
Lerds did what they could to divert him from all Melancholy 
Thoughts, yet upon the very mention of him afterwaids, he 
would o ten ſigh, and let fall Tears: Sometimes being of Opi- 
nion that he had done nothing that deſerved Death; or it he 
had, that it was very ſmall, and proceeded rather from his 
Wife than from himſelf. And where ben, ſaid he, was the 
goood Nature of 4 Nephew? Where was the Clemency of 4 Prince ? 
Ab bow unfortunate haue I been to thoſe of my Blood? My Motor 
1 flew. at my very Birth, and fince bave made away two of her 
Brothers, and perbaps to make way for th: ; urpeſes. of others 


again(i'my ſelf. Nas it ever kuown befere, that 4 Kings Unie, 


& Lord Protector, one whoſe Fortunes had much advanced the 
Honour of the Realm, did loſe bis Head for Felony? Tor à kelow 
neither clear in Law, and in Fact weakly, proved ? Alas, bow falſely 
bave 1 been abuſed? Bow. little was I Maſter over my own Judg- 
ment ? That both bis Deatb, and the Envy thereof, muſt be charged 
ene: Thus would the Afflicted King ſometimes bemoan 
_ bimſelf. 3 ff: at doe | 
Not long after the Death of Somerſet, becauſe it was not 
thought fit ſuch a Perſon ſhould be Executed alone, ho cu 
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hardly be thought to offend alone, Sir RaIpb Vane and 
Sir Mites Partridge were hang'd on Tower: bill, and Sir Michael 
Sranhop and Sir Thomas Arundel were there alſo beheaded. 
All theſe, at the place of Execution, did take GOD to wit- 
neſs, that they never practiſed any thing againft the King, or 
any of his Council. Sir Thomas Arundel tarther taying, Thar 
bis Blood would make Northumberland's Pillow une ie to him. 
So that in the Opinion of all Men, Somerſet was much cleared 
by the Death of thoſe Men that were Executed to make him 
appear guilty. | | 

The Lord Paget having been ſent to the Tower ſome time 
before, Garter King at Arms is ſent to take from him the 
George and Garter, and to diſcharge him of that Order. The 
Pretence of this Diſhonour, was, becauſe he was no Gentleman 
of Blood, neither by Father nor Mother. But the Secret yet 
true Reaſon was, that Nori bumber land's eldeſt Son, the Earl 
of Warwick, wanted it, to whom it was ſoon after given. And 
conſidering to what a height Northumberland's Ambition was 
grown, that was Reaſon enough. f 

In the beginning of the Seventh Vear of the King's Reign, 
that Indiſpoſition of Body which the King had be ore com- 

lained of, did apparently increaſe and ſhew it, ſelf, elpecially 

y the Symptom of a tough, ſtrong, and ſtraining Cough, 
and all the Medicines and Diet which could be preſcribed, 
were ſo far from either Curing or Abating his Diftemper, that 
it daily increaſed by dangerous Degrees; tor he had a Weak- 
neſs and Faintneſs of Spirit, which 7 ſhewed his Vital 
Parts were ſtrongly Aſſaulted. And the Talk of the People 
was, that his Sickneſs was the Effett of a flow working Poiſon: 
But whether it was fo, or that it was only the Defluxion of a 
ſharp Rheum upon the Lungs, as others athrm, certain it is, 
That as tbe King's Sicknels increaſed, ſo did the Duke of 
Northumbe-1an4's Diligence about him; for he was little abſent 
from tho King, and had always ſome well-aſſured Creatures 
of his, to give him notice how the ſtate of his Health changed 
every Hour; and it' was obſerved, that rhe more Joyful the 
Duke was at the Heart, the more Sorrowtul Appearance did 
he outwardly make. Whether any Tokens ot Poiſon qd:d 
appear, Reports are various, but this is certain, his Phyu- 
cians diſcerned an invincible Malignity in his Diſeaſe, and 
the Suſpicion did the more increaſe, becauſe the Complainc 
arifing chiefly from the Lights, a part, as of no quick Senſe, 
ſo no Seat for any Sharp Diſeaſe, yet his Sicknels, towards the 
end, grew highfy Extream. But the Duke was above the 
regard of the mutterigg Multitude ; well enough knowing 
that ſuch Rumours ſoon blow over; and yet to divert them 


fox the preſent, he cauſed it to be ſpread abroad, that. the 

King was well recovered, which was as readily belisyed, as 

earnieftly deſired, But this did but aggravate their Trouble, 

when they were again 3 and cauſed them to one 
| 2 eir 
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their Mouths the wider: Complaining that for this Cauſe 


his two Unkles had been taken away, and for this Cauſe the 
moſt faithful of his Nobility and of his Council were diſ- 
grac'd and remov'd from Court. And that this was the 
reaſon that ſuch were placfd next his Perſon, who were moſt 
affuredly diſposd either to commit, or at leaft permit, any 
Miſchief : That then it did appear that it was not vainly 
conjectur*d ſome years before, by Men of Judgment and Fore- 


- ſight, that after Somerſer's Death, the King would not long 


Enjoy his Life. 1 
To abate theſe Clamours, which carried in them too great 
an Appearance of Truth, it was thought convenient that the 


King ſometimes ſhould ſhew himſelf abroad, tho“ it was 


but little for his Pleaſure or his Health : Which yet is no 
more than in long Conſuming Sickneſſes Men are able to do, 
even to the laft period of Life. 9 
But whilſt the King remain'd thus grievoully ſick, divers 
great Marriages were Solemniz'd at once in Dur bam Place, 
wiz. The Lord Guilford Dudley, the Duke of Northumberland's 
fourth Son, was Married to the Lady Jane Gray, the Duke of 
Suffolk's Eldeſt Daughter, by Frances Daughter to Mary, Se- 
cond Sifter to King Henry the Eighth z and the Duke of 
Fuffolk's ſecond Daughter, Katharine, was Married to the 


Lord Henry, Eldeft Son to the Earl of Pembrook ; and Mary, 


the Duke of Suffoit's youngeſt Daughter, who was ſomewhat 
crooked, was Married to Martin Key, the Groom Porter. 


And laſtly, the Duke of Northumberland's Daughter, Xaibe- 


rine, was Married to the Lord Haſtings, Eldeſt Son to the 
Earl of Huntingdon. [Theſe Marriages open'd many Mouths 
againft Northumberland, all whoſe Actions were grown diſtafte- 


ful to the Common People. The Truth is, the Nobility 


underſtanding by the Phyſicians that the Kings Caſe was 
deſperate, began every one to project his own Ends. The 
Duke of Northumberland, as he was more potent than the 
reft, ſo did his Ambition fly higher. It was ſomewhat 


_ ſtrange indeed, that being not able to pretend ſo much as 


a ſhadow of Right to the Crown, he ſhould dream of con- 


firming the Succeſſion of it in his Family. But ſurely he 
that Soars ſo high, cann't chuſe but ſinge his Wings, like 


But let us; ſee a little how Xorthy 


Phaeton, who undertook, as Poets feign, to rule the Fiery 
Courſers of the Sun. 


* 


— 


l will clear his 


way to theſe his great Deſigns, and take away thoſe Ob. 
_Racles that ſeem, ſo evidently to oppoſe him; the firſt, of 


which are Mary and Elizabeth ; but as to theſe, he doubted 


not by Reaſons drawn from both their queſtionable Births, 
ro have them both excluded. And as to Margaret, the Eldeſt 


4 
- 
* 
. : 
— 
* 


* 


- 


Daughter of Heut the Seventh, the next Claimer, he was 


1 770 Sollcitous bar by reaſon of our continual, Hatred to, 
auc Enmity againſt the Scors, he thought that any fhew of 
II 


* 


* 
— 
* _ 
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Reaſon would put her by. In the next place; ( theſe being 
already removed) regard is to be had to the Lady Frances, 
Daughter to Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, by Mary Do W- 
ager of France, and Second Daughter to Henry the Seventh; 
who, her two Brothers then alive, had been Married to Zenry, 
Gray, Marquiſs of Dorſet ; but the two Brothers dying of the 
Sweating-Sickneſs, the Marqueſs, in Right of; his: Wife, is 
created Duke of Suffolk z and this would have been another 
ſtop to his Ambition, had he not remov'd it by imparting 
his Deſigns tothe Duke of Suffolt, and defiring a Match might 
be concluded between his Son Guilford Dudley, and the Lady: 
Fane Gray, the Dukes Eldeſt Daughter: Which Match we 
have beard was lately conſummated, And: becauſe: if only 
Right of Inheritance ſhould be pretended, the Dutcheſs of 
Suffolk were in reaſon to be preterr'd before her Daughter, 
he undertakes to perſwade the King not only to Diſ- inherit 
his Sifters by Will and Teſtament, but alſo by the ſame to 
declare the Lady ꝓaue his next and immediate Succeſſor. 
And it was Suffoll's biting at this Bait, that brought about 
the late Marriages; complotting between them by drawing | 
the Chiefeſt of the Nobility to Contract Affinity either with * 
the one, or the other, to procure the General Aſſent of them 
all, It was not therefore without reaſon that the People 
murmur'd at theſe Marriages; for they knew that Nortbum- 
berland had ſome Secret Deſign in all that he did. 2 

Having brought matters thus to a defired Paſs, nothing now 

remained but to act his Part with the ' Languifhing King: 

To him he inculcates in what danger the State of the Church 

would be, if before he dyed he did not firſt make Proviſion 

for a Pious Succeſſor, and ſuch a one as ſhould maintain the 

Religion now Eftabliſhed : How the Lady Mary ſtood affett- 

ed, it was well known; and tho* of the Lady Elizabeth there 

might perhaps be better hopes; yet their Caſes were ſo much 

the ſame, that either both muſt be excluded, or the Lady 

Mary admitted: That it was the part of 4 Religious and good 

Prince to ſet apart all reſpects of Blood, where GOD Glory, _ 

and the Publice Good might be Endangered: That they who 

ſhould do orherwiſe, were after this Life, which is ſhort, to expect 

N venge at GOD's dreadful Tribunal, where they are to undergo 

the Tryal. either of Eternal Life, or Eternal Death. That die 

Duke of Suffolk bad three Daughters neareſt to vim in degrees 

of Blood: They were ſuch as tbeir Vertues and Birth did Com. 

mend; and from whom ibe Violation of Religion, or the danger 
ea toreign Toak by any Match, was not to be feared';, foraſmuch 

as their Education bad been Religious; they bad as it were with 

their Milk ſuck*d in the Spiritual Food of true Chriſtian Do- 

frine, and were alſo Matched to Husbands «s Zealous of the Truth | 

a themſelves. He could wiſh, and would adviſe, that theſe mighs | ; 

be ſucceſſively called to rhe Crown; but with this Caution, _ 

they ſhould maintain the now Eſtabliſhed Religion. And at + 
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Lu Jane, the Eldeſt of the Three, were Married to bis Son, 


yet be would be content that they ſhould be bound by Oath to per- 
form whazſoever bis Majeſty ſhould deeree ; for be bad not ſo 
much regard to bis own, as the General Good, | 

1 were the Reaſons which he uſed to the King, to 
bring about his on Deſigns ; and indeed he hit the Nail on 
the Head, for the Pious King had ſo great a Regard to the 
maintenance of the true Religion, and the Eftabliſhing 6f the 
begun Reformation, that he was willing to do any thing that 
might contribute towards it; and the declared and well- 
known Enmity of his Siſter Mary againſt it, made him afraid 


of her Succeeding him, So that the Duke under the Speci- 


ous Guiſe of Maintaining the Eftabliſh*d Religion, ſo far pre- 
vaiFd with the King, that he made his Will, and therein, as 
much as in him lay, excluded both his Sifters from the Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown, and all others whomſoever, beſide the 
Duke of Snffolt's Daughters: Nor was the particular 
Affection and intire Love the King bare to his Couſin the Lad 

Fane, a ſmall Inducement to him herein, for ſhe was indee 

a Woman of rare and incomparable Perfections; who beſides 
her Excellent Beauty, was adorn*d with all Variety of Ver- 
tues, like a clear Sky with Stars, or as a Royal Diadem with 
precious jewels. She was alſo moft dear to him, in regard 
both of her Religion and her Education; for in the Know- 
ledge of the Liheral Sciences,her Skill in Languages, in Theo- 
logy, in Philoſophy, in the Latin and Greek Tongues, and in 
the Vulgar Languages of Divers Nations, ſhe far Exceeded 
2 of her Sex, and any of her years, unlefs the King him- 
Hereupon the King conſented that Letters Patents ſhould 
be drawn, importing that in caſe the King ſhould dye with- 
out Iſſue of his Body lawfully begetten, then the Imperial 
Crown-of England and 1reland, with his Title to the Crown 
of France, and all things to them belonging, ſhould remain 
and come to the Eldeft Son of the Lady Frances, Danghter 
to the Lady Mary, youngeſt Siſter to Henry the Seventh, in 
caſe ſuch Iſſue ſhould be born into the World during the Life 
of King Edward; and afterwards to the Heirs Male of the 
faid Iſſue; and in like ſort from Son to Son of the ſaid Lady 


Frances, lawfully begotten, as they ſhould be in Priority of 


Birth, and born during the King's Life; and in default of 
fuch Son, and of -Heirs Male of every ſuch Son, lawfully be- 

often , that then the ſaid Crown, and all the Premiles, 

ould remain and come to « | Lady Jane, Eldeſt Daughter 
to the ſaid Lady Frances, and the Heirs Male of her, law 
fully degotten; and for Default of ſuch Iſſue, to the Lady 
'Katharine, Second Daughter to the» faid Lady Frances, with 
Avers other remainders; which, as they were vainly ap- 
pointed, are needleſs to be repeated, Theſe Letters were 


Unted the 211b of Func, in the Seventh year of King Edward's 


Reign, 
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Reign, and by him figned when he was under great debilitp 


and weakneſs of Body, and afterwards paſſed under the 
Great-Seal of England. And for alt the many 'Provito's 
therein, the Contrivance was viſible enough, and the hand 
of Northumberland found to be in it: Firſt, Becauſe ſuch Pro- 
viſion was made for the Iſſue Male of che Lady Frances, 
who neither had any ſuch Iſſue, nor was cber like to have 
any, being reputed to be paſt Child - bearing, Secondly, The! 
ſhe ſhou'd conceive beyond the Ordinary Courſe of Nature, 
yet the King's Health was ſo much impaired, that nothing 
lefs than a Miracle cou'd preſerve. his Life to the Birth. And 
laſtly, It cou'd not but ſeem firange, that the Children of 


the Lady Frances, born and to be born, ſhould be ſo care - 


fully provided for, and fo orderly remembred, and yet that 
ſhe her ſelf, from whom their Title muſt be derived, ſhould 
be forgotten. This could have no other meaning then to 
make way for the Lady Fane, the Wife of Northumberland's 
Son. And yet theſe Letters were ſubſcribed by all the Privy- 
Counſellors, the greateſt part of the Nobility of the Realm, 
the Biſhops, the King's Learned Council, and all the Judges 
at the Common- Law, except only Sir Fames Holles, one of 


the Juſtices of the Common-Pleas, who had the report of an 


upright and Religious Man; who worthily refuſed to ſub. 
ſcribe, and was unworthily requited by Queen Mary after- 
wards. But tho' all ſubſcrib'd, yet it was out of different 
ends, ſome becauſe they were poſſeſs d of Monafteries, Chan- 
teries, and Religious Houſes , which they were afraid of 
loſing, if Queen Mary came to the Throne; and this I be- 
lieve had no ſmall Influence upon many. Others were drawn 
to ſublcribe partly through fear, and partly by Obligations 
they had to the Duke of Northumberland, who was then very 
potent, and almoſt abſotute in the Government of the State, 
and ſuppos'd able to make any Title good, either by his Au- 
thority, or by his Sword. And ſome few might perhaps ſign 


it for the ſame reaſon that the King did, viz. To ſecure the 


Eſtabliſhment of the Proteftant Reformed Religion. ; 

But whatever Mens Motives were, the Duke having thus 
obtained his Deſign, and carried on his Point fo far, nothing 
now remained, but that the King ſhould not any longer ſur- 
vire; left his Sicxly Judgment might be over - rul'd by ſoun · 
der Advice. - His Diſeaſe was Violent, but his Phyſicians con- 
ceived ſome hope of Recovery, in caſe he might be removed 
to change of Healthful Air; which in Infirmities of the 
Vital Parts, the Seat of his Sickneſs, is of greateſt moment 
for the Cure. But the Council were unwilling to conſent 
thereto; and ſo the King continued without any ſenſible 


mending or impairing for a time. At laft a Gentlewoman' 


of Northumberland's procuring, who it ſeems was a kind of 
a School-Miftreſs, came and offered her Service to Cure him 


of his Sichheſs, if ſhe might have him committed wholly to 
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ber hands; but the Phyſicians were utterly againſt it, becauſe 


as ſhe could give no account either of the Nature of the Diſ- 
eaſe, or of the Part afflifted; ſo ſhe would not declare by 
what means ſhe intended to work the Cure. 
After ſome ſhew of Deliberation among the Council, it 
was reſolved that the Phyſicians ſhould be diſcharged, and 
the Cure committed to her alone. But her want both of 
Judgment and Experience, made many juſtly admire that the 
— Life ſhould be put into her hand: But there was no 
need of admiring at it, by thoſe that conſider d who *twas 
that preſided at the Council- Table. Indeed moſt ſuſpected 
ſhe was but an Inſtrument of Miſchief, and the Event ſhew'd 
they had but too much reaſon for it; for ſoon after this, 
the King's Diſtemper increaſed upon him to the utmoſt Ex- 
tremity z his Vital Parts were ftuffed up, his Legs ſwell'd, 
his Pulſe fail'd, his Skin changed Colour, and many other 
horrid Symptoms appeared. | 
And now the Phyſicians were called again; who ſecing the 
Eing in ſuch a ſad Condition, departed from him with a 
Mournful Silence, leaving him to the miſerable Mercy of a 
near- approaching Deatk ; Whiſpering among their private 
Friends, that they were called only for faſhion ſake; but nei- 
ther their Advice nor Applications at all regarded. Nay, 
they affirm'd that the King had been ill dealt with more than 
once; and that when by the Benefit of his Youth, and the 
Application of proper means, there was a likelihood of his 
Recovery, they found him ftrangely brought back on a ſudden, 
and all their care render'd frnitleſs by ſome new Meaſures 
that had been taken. | 
And now the Duke of Northumberland has but one thing 
more to do, to render his Deſigns ſecure ; and that now 
ſeems of greateſt Importance: And that is, to draw the 
Lady Mary (from whom only he expected Oppolition ) into 
his | ower. To which purpoſe Letters were directed to her 
in the King's Name from the Council, willing her forthwith 
to reſort to the King, as well to be a Comfort to him in his 


Sicknels, as to ſee all matters well order'd about him. The 


Lady Mary not ſuſpecting the Trap the Duke was laying 
for her, addreſs'd her {lf with all ſpeed for her Journey; 
expreſſing great joy, that either her Company or her Ser- 
vice ſhould be eſteem' i needſul to the King; but as ſhe was 
upon the way, and within half a Days Journey of London, 
ker Foot juſt ready to {lip into the Snare, ſhe received Ad- 
vice both of the King's deſperate Eftate, and of the Dukes 
Deſign againſt her. Whereupon ſhe returned in hafte to 
her Houle at Houſden, where in a ſhort time ſhe heard how 
unprofitable her Journey would have been to her, had ſhe come 
to London, 


And now the good King, having long wreſtled with a lin- 


: gring and tormenting Sickneis, at laft his Spirits yielded . 


— 
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the Motion of his Diſeaſe 3 which as he endured with great 
Patience, ſo he ended his Life wich no leſs Piety- And 
Gace in all our Secret Hiſtory we have not hitherto been 
able to give the Reader any Account of one King that died 
well, let me now preſent him with a Novelty, in the Account 
of the Death of King Edward the Sixth. © age 
King Edward Died at Greenwich on Thurſday the Sixth of 
guly, in the Seventeenth year of his Age, having Reigned 
Six Years, Five Months, and Nineteen Days: And in that 
Tender Age gave great proofs of his Vertue. He was & 
Prince of great Devotion, Conftancy of Mind, love of the 
Truth, and incredibly Studious, Vertues Which ſeldom concur 
with Royal Greatneſs. About three hours before his Death, 
not thinking any one had been preſent to over-hear him, he 
thus commended himſelf to Gd. 


King Edward's laſt Prayer. 


LORD GOD, free me, ] beſeech Thee, out of this Miſer- 
able and Calamitous Life, and receive me among . the 
Number of Thine Elect, if ſo it be Thy Pleaſure: Altho" not 
mine, hut Thy Wil be done. To Thee, O LORD, do ] commend; 
my Spirit. Thou lnoweft, O LORD, how Etppy I ſhall be, may 
live with Thee in Heaven, Tet would 1 might live, and be 
well for Thy Elect's ſabe, that 1 might faithfully ſerve Thee. 
0 LORD GOD, blefs Thy People, and ſave Thine Inheritance. 
0 LOXD GOD, ſave Thy People of England, defend this King- 
Am from Popery, and preſerve Thy True Religion in it, that I aud 
my People may bleſs Thy moſt holy Name, for Thy Son Feſus Cbriſt. 


Then opening his Eyes, which he had hitherto cloſed, and 
ſeeing Doctor Owen the Phyſician (from whoſe Report we 
have thiggPrayer ) ſitting by: Are you there? ſaid the King; 
IJ had nor thought you had been ſo near. The Doctor anſwer d, 
] beard you ſpeak, but could not collect your Words, Indeed (ſaid 
the King) I was making my Prayer to GOD, A little after, 
he ſuddenly cried out, I faint z LORD have Mercy upon me, 
and receive my Soul: Which words he had no ſoener uttered, 
but he departed, | 

Much might be ſaid in the Praiſe of this Prince, who was 
too good to live long; and would have been the Phcenix 
of our Engliſh Kings, had he had time to proſecute his In- 
tentions, and mature his Genius; but the Sun did in him 
ſhine too bright in the Morning: GOD gave England only 
the Repreſentation of a good King, but we did not thanks 
fully receive him; and therefore GOD in Judgment would 
not let us be bleſt with him long. Yet in his ſhort Reign 
Religion began to Revive, Liberty to bud forth, the People 
to peep out of their Graves of Slavery and Bondage, and 

| to 
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to have their Blood freſh, and Bluſking in their Cheeks, 
And as for thoſe who were the Difturbance and blemiſh of 
his Reign, (and to whom, by being in his Minority, he 
was forc'd to be ſubject) we ſhall ſce the next Reign will 
bring them to their deſerv'd Puniſhment, and fling down 
all their Babel-Building in a Moment. To conclude, I neeg 
give this Excellent Prince no other Elogy than what was 
given him by Cardan, a famous Italian Philoſopher, who a. 
bout a year before his Death travelling through England 
towards Scotland, was admitted into his Preſence, ( the King 
| being a great Lover of all Learned Men.) Let us hear then 
what Cardan ſays of him, in his Book de Geniturus 5 who thus 
deſcribeth the Conference between them. Aderant illi 
« ( ſpeaking of the King) Grazia: Linguas enim multas, 
44 collebat Puer, &c. He was ſtored with Graces ; for being 


« yet a Child, he ſpake many Languages, for beſides his 


« Native Engliſh, Latin, and French, he was alſo skilled in 
Greek, Halian, Spaniſh, and perhaps ſome others. He want- 
« ed neither the Rudiments of Logick, the Principles of 
« Philoſophy, nor Muſick. He was full of Humanity, and 
the reliſh of Morality ; of Gravity befitting Royalty; of 
« Hopes as great as himſelf. A Child of ſuch great Wit, 
« and ſuch Expectation, could not be born without a kind of 
„ Miracle in Nature: I write not this Rhetorically, with 
« the Exceſs of an Hyperbole; for to ſpeak all the Truth, 
were to ſpeak far more. Being yet but in his Fifteenth 
« year, he ſpake Latin as Politely as I could. What, faid he, 
js the Subject of your Books De Rerum Varietate ? (Which 
I bad dedicated to his Majeſty.) 
Card. In the firſt Chapter, I ſhew the long hidden, and 
« vainly ſought after Cauſes of Comets. 
* King. And what is the Cauſe ? 
« Card. The Concourſe and Meeting of the Lights of the 
« Erratick Stars. | | 
King. But being the Planets are moved witF ſeveral 
* Motions, how comes it to pals, that the Comer doth not 
either preſently diflolve and Scatter, or move with their 
„motion? | 5 
Card. It moves indeed, but with a far ſwifter motion 
* than the Planets, by reaſon of the Diverſity of the Aſpett ; 
as we (ce in Chryſtal and the Sun, when a Rain bow re- 
* hounds upon a Wall; for a little Change, makes a great 
<* 4iffzrence of the Place. | 
® King. But how can that be done without a Subject? 
© For tlie Wall is the Subject to the Rain-bow. 
* Card, As in the Galaxy, or Milky-Way, and in the Re- 
t feftion of Lights; when many Candles lighted are et 
* near one another, they do produce a certain lucid or bright 


* mean. You may know the Lion by his Paw: For his 


„ Ingenuous Naturs and Sweet Conditions, he was great in 
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« the Expectation of all either Good or Learned Men, He 
« began to favour Learning before he could know it; and 
« knew it before he knew-what-uſe to make @f it. O'how.._ 
true is that ſaying, - — — 


| Inmodicis brevis eſt & tas, et rara Senectus: 
Immoderate Growths are ſeldom Aged found. 


« He could give you only a Tafte of his Vertue, not an 
Example. When occaſion requir'd a Majeftick Gravity, 
« you ſhould ſee him act an Old Man. In his Aﬀability and 
« Mildneſs, he ſhew'd his Age. He played on the Lute, ac- 
« cuſtdmed himſelf to Publick Affairs, was Liberally Diſ- 
« poſed, Oc. So far Carden, As to his being Liberal Diſ- 
j0s'd, which is the laſt thing Carden mentions, I need ſay no 
more than referr the Reader to Chriſt-Church Hoſpital, Bride- 
ell, and St. Thomas bis v4 Soutbwerk z which will 
ſufficiently ſpeak his Praiſe ; being Three tanding Teſti- 
monies both of his Mapnificence and Charity. All his Ac» 
quirements by Induſtry, were exceedingly both enriched and 
inlarged by many Excellent Endowments of Nature. For in 
Diſpoſition he was Mild, Gracious, and Pleaſant, of an ad- 
mirable Underſtanding, and Beautiful in Body, but eſpecially 
in his Eyes, Which, ſeemed to have a Starry Livelineſs and 
Luſtre in them. In a word he really was, what Cardar re- 
ported of him, A Miracle in Nature. His Corps was in- 
terred at Weftminſter, near to his Grandfather «Henry the 
Seventh: And his Name will Surrive, as a moſt Redolent 
Perfume to all Succeeding Ages. 
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ARM, the Eldeſt Daughter of Ring Henry tbe Eighth, 

by his firf® Wife Katharine of Spain, ſucceeded to ber 

Brother Edward. Ji true, the Lady Jane Gray, mentioned in 
the former Reign, was Proclaimed Queen before ber, by Virtue of 
the late King's Will, but as it proved, ſhe bad but the Shadow of « 
Crown, and Mary bad the Subſtance, wbo came to the Throne by 
rhe Right of Succeſſion, Norfolk and Suffolk were the firſt that 
embraced ber Intereſt, and the firſt that ſmarted for it. Being « 
Bigotted Princeſs, ber main Application, after ſhe got the Crown, 
was to reſtore Popery with a Vengeance, and Explode. the Refor- 
mation, which ſbe brought to paſs in ihe ſpace of eighteen Months, 
Inſomuch that for ſome Tears the K ingdom blazed every Tear with 
Burnt Sacrifices: Amongſt which four Biſhops, and at laſt Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, ended their Lives in thoſe Popiſh Flames, their 
Zeal out-ſbining theſe Flames in which they expired. This Fiery 
Perſecution was carried on principally by Stephen Gardiner Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, now made Lord Chancellor, and the Queens great 
Favourite, and Bloody Bonner (for ſo be was called) Biſhop of 
London, both of 4 revengeful Spirit, and cruelly imbittered againſt 
Proteſtamiſm. Upon a Civil Account alſo many great Perſons 
ſuffered Deatb, as the Duke of Northumberland, the Lady Jane 
Gray, the Duke of Suffolk ber Father, the Lord Guilford her 
Husband,; and his Brotber, the Lord Thomas Gray. The Lady 


Elizabeth, whom the Popiſh Party called, The Hope of Here- 


ticks, was alſo talen into Cuſtody, and made à Priſoner for above 
4 Twelve · month, before her Innocence could procure her Libery, 
To get an Heir for the Crown fit for theis Turn, a Marriage was 
concluded. between the Queen, and Philip of Spain: Which occa- 
fioned an Inſurreflion, beaded by Sir Thomas Wiat, the Miſcar- 
riage whereof was impured to bis loſs of time. King Philip having 
ar with France, the French loſt St. Quintin, and the Englilh' 
the Key of France, Calais, which had been in the Hands of ibe 
Engliſh above 200 Tears. Which Loſs Queen Mary-took ſo much 
10 Heart, that ſhe died upon it, November 17. 1558. baving lived 
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Forty three Tears, and rgigned Five Tears, four Months, and eleven 
ne” Thus far her General Hiſtory. ＋ 1 


Her Secret Hiſtory began with ker Reign, for from the 
firſt hour that fhe heard of King Edward's Death, ſhe carried 
on a Secret Deſign. againft both the then Eftabliſhed Reli- 
gion, and Laws ot the Kingdom. She was the moſt Bigotted - 
Papift upon Earth, and really believed, that in Burning the 
Proteſtants ſhe did GOD good Service, and was rather a Fury 
than a Woman, But England's Unthankfulneſs for the Mercy 
of the laſt Reign, had provoked the Almighty to ſend this 
Woman as a Scourge amongſt them; and that thoſe whoſe 
Ambition then no Limits could contain, might now reap the 
juſt Reward of their own Doings. And that this way be the 
more Perſpicuous, it will be neceſſary to take a brief Survey of 
the Actions of this Reign, from the Death of King Edward, to 
the Death of Queen Mary. - 

We have ſhewed in the latter end of King Edward's Reign, 
the Secret Practices of the Duke of \\'or7thumberland againſt the 
Lady Mary, and of her having ſome Intelligence thereof, 
when ſhe was very near being taken in the Snare, ſhe there- 
fore ſuddenly returned back again, not thinking it ſafe to abide 
in London, where her Enemics were in their full Strength, 
And therefore pretended a fear of the Plague, by reaſon of the 
Suſpicious Death of one of her Houſehold, the ſuddenly de- 
parted from . St, Edmund's-Bury, and came in one day to Fro- 
mingham-Caſile in Suf,olk, being diſtant from London Fourſcore 
Miles, and ſeated near the Sea, from whence, if things an- 
ſuered not her ExpeQation, ſhe might make an eaſie Eſcape 
into France, Here (having notice of her Brother's Death) 
ſhe took upon her the Title of Queen, and ſent Letters to 
her Friends, and the Nobility, wiſhing them ſpeedily to repair 
to her. | 

In the mean time, Northumberland having for two days to- 
gether conſulted with his Friends how he might beſt manage 
the great Buſineſs that now lay upon his hand, the King's 
Death being not yet published, ſent an Order to the Lord 
Mayor of London, to repair forthwith to Greenwich, with fix 
Aldermen, and twelve Citizens of chieteft Account. To them 
he declares the Kings Death, and the Acceſſion of the Lady 
Jane to the Crown, shewing at the lame time the Kings. 
Teſtament, under the Great Seal, importing the Settling of 
the Crown on her and that Family. And cauting them, partly 
by Threatnings, and partly by Promiſes, to Swear Allegiance 
to the Lady Jane, with a ſtrict Command, that they should 
not yet divulge theſe Secret Laſſages. How much it would 
tend to the facilitating his Affairs, to aſſure himſelf of the 
City, he very well underftood. And as for Suppreſſing the 
Report of, the Kings Death, he thought he might thereby the 


more ęaſily ſurprize the Lady Mary, who might yet be ſecure, 
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as not having any notice of her Brother's Death. But under. 
ftanding that ſhe had made an Eſcape into Suffolk, the I. 
Faxe was almoft by all the Peers of the Realm conducted to 
the Tower, and with great Solemaity publickly Proclaimed 
Queen. She was of Age about Sixteen, in the Bloom of her 
Yauth, - incredibly Learned, of a quick Apprehenſion, and 
Wiſe both above her Sex and Age: Very much devoted to 
Religion, eſpecially the Doctrine of the Reformed Church, 
in the Purity of it; and ſo fer from deſiring this Advancement, 
that ſhe began her ſhort Reign with Tears: Manifeſting to 
the World, that ſhe was forced, by the Ambition of ber pa. 
- Tents and Friends, to this high but dangerous Aſcent. 

At her going through: the City toward the Tower, the 

Concourſe of Feople was great, but their Acclamatiens but 
few, as if they were more ſurprized than affected therewith, 
which the Friends of Queen Mary looked on as a happy Omen, 
and were thereby incouraged to aſſiſt her, as oppertunity 
ſhould offer. But the Preſence of Northumberland, a Man 
quick, watchful, and very Politick, was yet a Remora to their 
Proceedings: And therefore till they can ſend him farther off, 
they muſt be content to fit ſtill. 
The ſame day the Lady Jane entred the Tower, Letters 
fent from Queen Mary were openly read at the Council-Table, 
wherein ſhe commands the Lords to repair to her, as being 
next in Succeſſion to the Crown ; adviſing them at laſt, to take 
Example from the general Votes of the Kingdom, ſhe being 
now every where acknowledged the lawful Sovereign. And 
zadeed the Norfolk and Suffolk Men appearing for her, gave 
her the firſt hopes of ſucceeding in her laying Claim to tbe 
Crown. For theſe Meu being Proteftants, told her, That in 
caſe ſhe would make no Alteration in the Religion' eftabliſhed 
by her Brother King Edward, they would ftand- by her, and 
allert her Right ; which ſhe there ſolemnly promiſed ſhe would 
not. But when by their means, ſhe had defeated the Dehgns 
of her Enemies, and acted contrary to what ſhe had promiled 
them, ſome of them came to her, and had the Courage to pur 
ber in Mind of her Promiſe but all they got by it, was to be 
rewarded with the Pillory for their Pains ; and told them, 
They ſrould know wat it was for Subjects to go about to Jeach 
their Prince, But to proceed. ee 

Upon the News of the Counties of Norfolk and Suh having 
declared for the Lady Mary, it was thought fit to levy ail 
- Army, and forthwith to bring the Lady My to/-London by 
Force, there to anſwer for her aſſuming the Title of Queen. 
The Duke of Suffolk, the Lady Janc's Father, is appointed 
General of thefe Forces; the Difke of Northumbęet lind thinking 
his Preſence at London moſt neceſſary, but thoſe that favoured 
Mary, wiſhed him farther off, and therefore adviſed- the Lady 
Jane to keep her Father by her at home, and to ſend che 
Duke of Northumberland upon this Service ; urging, as 2 E , 
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ther — That the Terror of his Name would do more 


good againſt her Enemies, than the Duke of Suffolk could do 
either by Strength or Counſel; an inftance whereof, was ſuffi- 
ciently ſeen in his ſubduing the Norfoth Rebels in the late 
Kings time. And who could ſhe think would be a more Faith- 
ful Protector of her Royal Perſon, and in the ſettling of her 
preſent Affairs, than her own Father? And that therefore it 
was not convenient that he ſhould be ſent away. And tor any 
thing elſe that might happen near home, all the Council were 
ready to order it, according to their wonted Care and Faith- 
fulneſs. Theſe Arguments were plauſible enough, and cun- 
ningly concealed the ir Secret Detign, which was to get rid of 
the Duke of Northumberland, of whom they all ſtood in ſa 
much Awe, that they knew not how to act any thing while he 
was there. | 
However, Lady Fane being won by theſe Arguments, per- 
ſwaded the Duke of Northumberland to take the Command uf 
the Army upon him: To which, the' very unwillingly, he 
at laſt condeſcended ; for having a long Head, he was feartul 
of what afterwards fell out in his abſence. | 
The Forces being levied, which conſiſted of about 6000 
Men, on the 13th of uh, the Duke ſer out from London. 
And to ſhew, as an Omen of his future Succels, how little he 
was beloved, as he was going along, he turned to the Lord 
Gray, who was preſent with him, and ſaid, Do you jee whas 
4 Multitnde are flock'd together to thu fi br? And yet amengſi ja 
great a Multizude, you cannot bear one pray for our good Succeſs 
in the Buſineſs we are going about. And the truth is, as no body 
pray d for his good Succeſs, ſo neither had he any: For he being 
gone, the Lords he left behind, that waited only for, ſuch an 
Opportunity, declared themſelves ſoon after tor the Lady 
Mary, and proclaimed her Queen, taking Poſſeſſion of the 
Tower, and ordering the Duke of Suffolk, laying alide all Ex- 
cuſes, to appear inſtantly before the Council. The Duke pere 
ceiving how things were carried, went into his Daughter 
Jane's Chamber, and removing the Robes and Princely.Ornay 
ments, told her, She muſt now lay aſide all Royalty; and 
adviſed her not to take it grievouſly, that ſhe muſt now xe: 
turn home, and live a Private Life. To which, the incom- 
r Lady made this Reply : Sir, The Meſſage which you nom 
ring me, is much more agreeable to me, than my forced Advances 
ment to Royalty, which I only accepted out of Obedience to Tou and 
my Mother, 7 my ſelf, ibat I might pleaſe you. But in 
this 1 willingly obey you, and relinquiſh #he Crown, not only with 


veſpelt to your Command, bur 4s it is that which ſuits with my- 


own Inclination. 1 will therefore endeavour to ſalve iboje Fault 
I have been made to commit, if at leaſt ſo great an Error may be 
ſalved by 4 willing Reſignation, and ingemous Actnowledgmeny, 
Having ſaid theſe words to her Father, ſhe retired into her 


_ Cloſer, being more ſolicitous how ſhe might ſave her Lite, 


than 
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than troubled for leaving of the Crown. After this the Duke 
of Suffolk went to the Council, and there Subſcribed to the 
Decree. . | 
We have heard how all the Duke of Northumberland's deep. 
laid Deſigns were unravelled at London: Let us ſee what 
Succeſs he had in the Country, and we ſhall find that but little 
better ; For Sir Edward Haſtings, Brother to the Earl of 
- Huntingdon, having a Commiſhon from the Duke for the 
raiſing, of 4000 Men, he levied the Men, and, ftraightway 
employed them for the Aſſiſtance of Queen Mary. And the 
Duke having made ready Six great Ships, to intercept Mary's 
Paſſage, in caſe ſhe ſhould fly to the Low-Countries ; the Sailors 
and Souldiers on board, came aſhore at Tarmouth, and yielded 
up themſelves to ſerve Queen Mary, with all their Ordnance 
and War-like Prov iſions. | 
Northumberland finding by this, how things were like to go, 
hoping to ſave bis own Stake, turned about himſelf, and was 
ſo forward in his Apoſtacy, that he baſely quits his being 
General for Queen Jane, to make himſelf a Herald to Queen 
Mary, Proclaimiug her Title at Cambridge, as ſoon almoſt ag 
the other Lords had done it at London. So apprehenſive are 
thoſe who have ſuch an Enemy as Guilt within them, of the 
Terror ot their Enemies without them. And now it appeared 
hew Ominous it was for the Innocent Lady Fare to have been 


brought, as ſhe was, in tate to the Tower. But as ſhe 


offered Violence to her own Inclinations, out of Obedience 
to thoſe of her Father and Mother, ſo the Aſſumption of that 
Temporary, was in order to the Entitling her to a more laſt. 
ing Glory, Heaven having fitted her to be a Saint, rather than 
a Queen, making uſe of her Exaltation to haſten the Fall of 
her Ambitious Father-in-Law : Shewing her the Vanity of all 
Worldly Greatneſs, b the Brevity of that of her own, which 
laſted not ſo long, as tis reported a Dream of one did but a 


little before. (For there is a Story of one Foxley, a Pot-maker , 


to the Mint in King Zemy the Eighth's time, that ſlept 14 
days together, and no body could wake him, no not with 
Pisching or Burning.) Whereas ſhe came to her ſelf in leis 
than ten days, and then, poor Lady, found her ſelf (where 
he was too) in the Tower, ready to be tranſlated (as after- 
wards ſhe was) from a Kinydom to a Scaffold, and from a 
Scaffold to a Kingdom again. For fhe ſuffered not ſo much 
for any Crime of her own Ambition, as for not reſiſting that 
of others; having this Aggravation of her Affliction, to ſee 
her Husband, and the Duke his Father, Executed before her, 
who hoth died for the ſame Fault, but not with the ſame Faith 
as ſhe did. For the Duke, that had therefore importuned 
King Edward to give her this Fatal- Honour, to the intent that 


Popery might be utterly aboliſhed, declared when he came to 


die, that he himſelf was a Roman Catholick; which the. moft 
Judicious think he had not done, had not ſome Promiſe of Life 


upon 
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upon condition of Turning, deceived him at the very inſtant 
of his Death; whereby Queen Mnry was quit with him at the 
jt, tho ſhe could not deal with him in the firſt place. For 
as he was reputed to have had no Faith whilft he lived, ſs 
by his abrupt Apoſtacy, he was judged to have no Religion 
when he died. There is this farther Remark may be made 
upon him, That as he ſuffered under the my ſame Fate, and 
upon the very ſame Block, that the Duke of Somerſet did, To 
twas his hap to be laid under the very ſame Stone, in the ſame 
Grave, where they now lie ſide by fide, as good Friends, that 
living were irreconcilable Enemies, Two Headleſs Dukes 
lying between two Headleſs Queens, each as tar divided in 
Religion, as they were in their Affections. But thus much 
for the fatal Cataſtrophe of Northnmberland's houndleſs Ambi- 
tion; How much Blood did he ſpill, to bring about his Wicked 
Purpoſes ? And having deſigned to Entail the Crown in his 
Family, he only Entailed upon his Family the ſame Deſtruction 
which he juſtly brought upon himſelf, ” 
Eight Weeks and npwards paſt between the Proclaiming of 
Queen Mary, and the Calling of her firſt Parliament; during 
which time the two Religions were publickly Permitted with 
equal Indulgence : For tho the Popiſh Religion was aboliſhed 
by Law, yet it ſeems ſhe claimed a Diſpenſing Power, (as a 
late Succeſſor of hers alſo did) and the Papiſts to be ſure were 
forward enough of themſelves, to (et up their own Idolatrous 
Worſhip, without asking leave, as long as they knew the 
Queens Mind. So that now the Diviae Service being ſo 
blended with Superſtition, that, as one obſerves, the State of 
England before her Perſecution, was not much unlike that of 
the Fews afrer theirs, who preſently upon the Captivity took 
a Mid way between Hebrew and 4ſhdod; for on the ſame da 
that Mafs was ſung in the Quire at Weſiminſter, the Engli 
Service was ſung in the body of the Church, And the two 
Religions being thus brought to confront each other, no won- 
der if the Prieſts of each Perſwaſion juftled for Precedence; 
the proteſtants being back d by the preſent Laws, the Papifts 
| by the Prerogative: Theſe encouraged by the Queens Opi- 
nions, the other by her Promiſes. But as in the cloſe of Day, 
Light and Darkneſs contending for Superiority, ſeem equally 
match'd, til} in the end the latter prevails; ſo happened it 
now upon the Death of King Edward: For the Religion he 
eſtabliſhed being different from that of Queen Mary, the Que- 
ſtion was, Which muſt take place, and become the Religion 
of the State? For Queen Mary knowing her . Obligations to 
the Loyal Proteſtant Gentry of Suffolk aud Norfolk, uho were 
the firſt that ſet her up, she was not ſo forward to declare her 
ſelf after she came to the Crown, as she was before; for tho” 
She was determined in her ſelf what to do, yet she was willing 
to palliate the matter, fecretly deſiguing to acquit her ſelf of 
ner Promiſes by calling a Parliament, who should take the 
; ; « R Odium 


242 © The True Secret Hiſtory of 
Odium of the Change she intended to make, upon themſelves, 
Making way to the Introducing of Popery by a General Par. 
don, which had ſo many Exceptions in it, that thoſe who moſt 
wanted it, could receive no Benefit thereby. 

The _ being now ſeated on her Throne, and in no more 
danger of Rivals, there wanted nothing to compleat her Feli - 
city, but that she knew not her own Happineſs. The Pro- 
teſtants had shewed their Loyalty in aſſiſting and helping her 
into the Throne, and there being no fear but that the Papiſts 
were for her, What should hinder from being happy and be- 
loved of Both? But she choſe a Popish Council, who more 
regarded the gratifying of their own Paſſion, than they did 
the Good of the Kingdom, or the Quiet of the Queen. And 
thereby, under a Pretence of Religion, engaged her in the 
greateſt Perſecution that ever was known under any Chriftian 
Government, cauſing her to shed more Blood, altho* she 
reigned only five Years, four Months, and ſome odd days, 
than was ſpilt by thoſe two great Tyrants, Richard the Third, 
and her own- Father, putting both together, there dying in 
this Queens Reign, for Religion only (beſides thoſe that ſuf- 
fered on Civil Accounts, no leſs than three hundred, whereof 
one was an Archbiſhop, four Biſhops, and twenty one Divines 
of Note. The Iſfue of which vaſt Effufion of Blood, was only 
this, That she lived in perpetual Inquietude all her days: 
For as she was obftinate to 1 the Pope's Authority, con- 
trary to the Promiſe she had made to thoſe who firſt (et her 
up; being perſwaded both by the Prieſts that ruled her, and 
the Principles of her Religion, That she had no ſuch way to 
manifeſt her Faith, as by the Breach of it. So she cut out ſo 
much matter for Rebellion, by the Violence she offered both 
to Conſcience and Intereſt, that she had little Reſt, and no 
Peace, all her days. 

However, the Queen being of the Age of Thirty ſeven, now 
thought it was high time for her to Marry, that by having an 
Heir, she might perpetuate the Secret Deſign she had of In- 
tailing Popery and Slavery upon us, and thereby deftroying 
both our Souls and Bodies, and leaving us without a Remedy. 
Paving therefore reſolved to Marry, the great Queſtion was, 
Who should be her Husband ? There were three Matches pro- 
poſed for her. The firſt was Philip of Spain, Son to the Em- 
peror Chayles the Fifth ; The ſecond, Cardinal Pool, and the 
third, the young Marqueſs of Exeter. To each of which, as 
there were ſome Motives to draw her Affections, ſo there were 
many Arguments to diſſwade her from them. Thoſe that had- 
reſpett to the Settlement of the Kingdom, thought Philip the 
fitteſt Match, as being a Puiſſant King, ſtrengthened with 
many great Allies, and who had as great an Enmity to the 
French (the only Enemy England ought to fear) as they them- 
ſelxes; but againſt him, the firſt Objettion was, That he was 
a Stranger. The Second, That being Native of Spain, be 
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probably might by this Match, bring England into ſome dan- 
ger of Subjection to that Kingdom. And laſtly, That there 
was ſomewhat of Indecency, not to ſay Inequality, in reſpect 
of his Perſon, for indeed, it ſeemed ſomewhat: ftrange, that 
ſhe ſhould be the Wife of the on now, who thirty Years be- 
fore ſhould have been Wite to the Father. Ihoſe that ſtood 
for the Cardinal, urged his Love to his Country, and the 
Love the Country had for him, in reſpect of his great Sancti- 
mony and Wiſdom, which rendered him particularly accepta- 
ble to the Queen; then for his Dignity, he was not much in- 
ferior to Kings, and by his Mother deſcended from Kings; 
and for his Age, it was more agreeable to that of the Queens, 
than that of either of the other two. Bat there was one thing 
ſpoil'd all, for the principe! End of Marriage being Procrea- 
tion, he fell under an Exception not to be anſwered, as being 
a Batchellor of near Sixty four Years old, and fo needed a 
Nurſe rather than a Wife. The Youth of the Lord Courtney; 
being a brisk Cavalier, and by Birth as well as the beft Blood 
of England and France could make him, gave him the Prefe- 
rence above the Cardinal: But there was alſo an ugly Ob- 
jection againſt him, for ſome of the Queens ꝓuncto objected, 
Not only that he loved Popularity more than ever he could 
he brought to love the Queen, but that he was alſo too muctt 
tinctured with Lutheraniſm, to be her Bedfellow. And after 
they had ſaid that, therè needed no more to be ſaid againft 
him, for had he been as Charming as an Angel, yet if he had 
{melt of the Proteſtant Hereſie, it would have rejected him. 
So that by a general Vote, they carried it for King Philip, as 
well to take off all Exceptions by the Diſparagement of Marry- 
ing a SubjeR, as thoſe incredible Advantages it brought along 
with it to England, in fully reſtoring and ſupporting the Power 
of the Pope, and Entailing Slavery upon us for ever. Beſides 
which Toppivg Advantages, there was allo the Addition of 
the Netherlands and Burgundy to be for eyer a Member of the 
Imperial Crown of this Realm, in caſe of Ifſue betwixt 
them. J 
But how much ſoe ver the Queen was taken with the imagined 
Advantages of her Match with King Philip, it appears that 
many of her Subjects were of another Mind, believing the Spa- 
niards wonld become abſolute Lords of all, and ingroſs into 
their own hands; the free Managing of all Aﬀairs, and abo- 
liſhing our Ancient Laws and Conftitutions, would impoſe ant 
intolerable Yoke upon us, as a Conquered Natien ; every one 
complaining either from a Senſe ot the Prefent, or a fear of 
the approaching Evils: Some blaming the Queens Actions, 
others complaining of the Change of Religion, contrary to 
her Promiſe made to the Suffo/k Men: Some lamented the 
Caſe of the Lady Fane; who for an unyoluntary Crime, had 
been cruelly Condemned to an Mll-deſerving Death: Some 
vere ſwayed by Pity; ſome by = Regards of W 
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moſt by the fear of a Spaniſh Servitude. No wonder then, 
that in ſuch a general Diſcontent, the glowing Coals ſhould 
at laſt break out into a Flame, as it did by the Riſing of 
Sir Thomas Wyat a Kentiſh Knight, who had engaged the 
Duke of Suffolk and others to act in conſort with him in War. 
wick ſhire, and Sir Peter Carew in Devonſhire. 

Sir Thomas having raiſed ſome Forces to oppoſe the Queens 
Marriage, to put the beft Gloſs upon his Undertaking, that 
the Matter would bear, ſpreads abroad this Declaration, 

That becauſe the Queen, relying too much upon the Advice of bad 
Counſelors, bad lately done, and did daily endeavour many things 
prejudicial to the Eſtate of the Realm; That therefore, to prevent 
farther Inconveniencies, thoſe Counſellors muſt be removed, and 
others ſubſlituted, who ſhould ſo manage the Eſtate, as ſbould an- 
ſwer the Truſt repoſed in ſuch Men, whoſe Loyalty ſhould render 
them more careful of the Publick, than their own Private Profit, 
But above all, they muſt endeavonr that ſome Means mult be uſed, 
to impeach thus determined Match, by which be plainly foreſaw this 
Free Realm would be oppreſſed with the Miſeries of a moſt lamenta- 
ble Servitude 5 And a Flood gate would be opened to let in a pepe. 
tual Current of Superſtition : That the Effects of their Arms would 
prove very profitable to the Queen ( for whoſe Happineſs ke ſhould 
ever Pray) and to the general Good of the Kingdom. 

For the Suppreſſing of Myat, the Duke of Nerfolb was 
diſpatched with ſome ſmall Force, conſiſting, for the moſt part, 
of the Queens Guards; to reinforce whom, 5300 Londoners 
were the next day ſent down by Water to Graves-End, where 
the Duke expected them; with theſe he reſolves to Encounter 
Myat, who had net yet advanced beyond Kocbeſter ; which, 
tho' no way fortified, he intended to make good againſt the 
Duke, and had incamped within the Ruins of the Caſtle. 
Roch. ſter being ſeated upon the Meadway where it falls into 
the Thames, is moſt violent,Ebbing and Flowing like a Streight, 
and is made paſſable by an Arched ſtone Bridge of excellent 
Architecture. This Bridge was ſeized by Hats Party, who 
tad planted on it ſome Brals double Cannons, that they might 
inpede the Dukes Paſſage. But he, nothing daunted with 
their Proceedings, ſent a Herald to proclaim Pardon to ſuch 
as forſaking yr, ſhould return to the Queens Obedience; 
reſolving withal, to force the Bridge, and obtain Entrance 
into the City. But he was returned with this Anſwer, T hat 
they ki. e not themſelves to be ſo far Delinquents, as that 
they ſhould need any ſuch Pardon. Only Sir George Harper 
teigned a Revolt, and made over to the Duke of Norfolk, but with 
a Secret Deſign to perſwade Alexander Bret Captain of thoſe 
500 L ondeners to joyn themſelves with 17y4ar, Which he per- 
formed ſo effectually, that Bret, whoſe Company made the 
Vantguard, be'ore he came ſo near the Bridge as to give an 
Aſſault, ſuddenly drawing his Sword, turned about to his Sol- 
dier and beſpake them thus: 


Valiant 


* | | 
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Valiant Country-Men, We now Engage our ſelves in a Cauſe, 
which before we proceed further, woul4 require mature Delibera- 
tion: We March, but againſt whom? Are they not our Friends, 
our Fellow- Natives, with whom we ſ-ek to make à deeper mixture 
of our Bloods? Have they not taken Arms for the Preſervation 
of the Ancient Glory of the Engliſh Name, and to vindicate our 
| Common Liberties againſt the N of the Cruel Spaniards ? 
You whoſe degenerous Spirits can brook the Indignities of Servi- 
tude, continue in GOD's Name with you brave Generals who 
| without doubt well deſerve the Service of ſuch Worthies ; As 
for me, ( who bad rather undergo many of th? moſt torturing 
Peaths, then betray my Liberty to 1he Spaniard ) I here ( happy 
and proſperous may it prove) inroll my ſelf under Wyat's Colours, 
and am conſident that ſome of you, out of AfeQion to your Country, 
will follow my Example, | 
He had ſcarce made an End of ſpeaking, when they all, 
crying out, 4 Wyar, e Wyat, turned their Cannon againft 
their Fellows, who followed in the Rear; which unexpected 
Revolt, ſo terrified the Duke of Norfolk, the Earl of Arundel, 
and Sir Henry Fernegam Captain of the Guard, who followed the 
Duke in this Expedition, that they inſtantly betook them- 
ſelves to flight; the remainder of that ſmall Army, pre- 
pared themſelves according to the Example of their Com- 
manders, when I/y2r with ſome Horſe intercepted their flight, 
and ſeized on Eight Braſs Pieces, with all the Dukes Ammu- 
nition. Then uſed he ſome Perſwaſions to prevert their 
Loyalty: Profeſſing withal, that if any one would be an 
Inſtrument of his own Miſery by aſſiſting the Queen, he 
ſhould have free Licenſe to depart z deſiring all ſuch, that 
they would certify all Men, but eſpecially her Majeſty, That 
Iyat, calling GOD and Man to Witneſs, did proteſt, That. 
he took not Arms any way to prejudice her, bur to maintain 
the Libercies of his Country inviolate againſt Foreign Ma» 
chinations. Whereupon the Five Hundred Londoners, many 
of the Guard, and the greateſt part of the headleſs Army 
forthwith joyned with }/yat ; who now. upon confidence of 
his Forces, reſolved to make ſpeedily for London, 
Whilſt #yat thus Acts his part in Kerr, the Duke of Suffolk, 
who with his Brothers, the Lord Fob» and Lord Leonard 
Gray, leaving London, did every where incite the People to 
take Arms againſt the Spanizrd ; but having no Succeſs there- 
in, and the Duke knowing he had waded too far to hope for 
a Second Pardon, he endeavour'd to Eſcape by Flight: Bur 
the Earl of Huntington ſent by the Queen with 300 Horſe 
to take him, made him alter hi; Relolution. The Dukes 
Company conſiſted not of above 50, with which ſmall Num- 
ber, in a County that no way favoured his Proceedings, to 
oppoſe the Earl, was deſperate Madneſs. Therefore diftri- 
buting his Meney amongft them, he feigns a flight, and ad- 
viſeth his Brothers and the reſt to diſperſe themſelves. Ha- 
R 3 ving 


%*Y Tr, —_r we 


246 The True Secret Hiſtory of 


Ving thus freed himſelf from the Eyes of all Obſervers, he 
ſecretly committed himſelf to the Truſt of one Underwood, 
whom he had formerly made his Ranger at Aſbly. But Be- 
nefits oblige not ſordid and ignoble Minds, which either 
through Mercinarineſs or Timidity, treacherouſly fail in their 
repoſed Truſt. Such did this Underwood prove ; who having 
promiſed for a while to ſhelter his Lord, until he ſhonld 
meet with ſome more favourable opportunity, otherwiſe to 
diſpoſe of himſelf ; he either out of fear, or 1 of Re- 
ward, betrayed him to the Earl of Huntington; by whom, with 
a Guard of 300 Horſe, he was brought to London, and com · 
mitted to the Tower. 

In the mean time the Queen, being jealous of the Lon- 
doners, eſpecially ſince Brer's Revolt; went into the City, 
attended by moſt of the Nobility, and came to Guild-Hall, 
where the Commons of the City were Aſſembled in their 


— 


Liveries; to whom ſhe declared her Mind in the manner 
following: | 
Abo we doubt not of your Loyalty, and ſo need not give 
an Account of our Actions; get having Intelligence that many 
ſeduced by this Arch-Traytor's gay Pretexts, do ſecretly fa- 
vour bis deligns : We kave therefore Condeſcended, that We 
might give Satisfaction to all, to this Days Meeting. As for 
Wyat, Our Marriage with the Infant of Spain, ts that jor- 
ſooth, that muſt cover all his Villanies, But bis Actions diſ- 
cover his deeper Practices: For bauing now ſomewhat in- 
creaſed bis Numbers, bis Madneſs hath ſo tranſported him be- 
, Jyond the diſlike of Our Match, that be now reſolves on the 
Cuſtody of Our Perſon, and abſolute Power of Removing, Ke- 
taining and Puniſhing ſuch of Our Council as be ſhall think 
fir. In this great Afſuir of Our Marriage, We bave done 
nothing but by the Advice of Our Peers: We have lived the 
greare part of Our Age ſingle ; neither do We now ſo long 
for 4 Husband, but that, if the Eſtate of Our Realm think 
it convenient, We will flill continue Our Virgin Estate. For 
that I fhould ſeck to indanger England, and to corfeund all 
things by an Unfortunate March, the love of Our Native Soil, 
the long knowledge of our Peaceable Diſpoſirion, and our En- 
deavours for your good, will perſwade you to the corerary Per- 
fiſt therefore in your Loyal Reſolutions, and Aſſiſt us in Execu- 
ting Our due Revenge on theſe Monfiers of Men, who Con- 
ſpire to tate away the Head which was ordained to guide 
them, and to ſuffer with them, Neither are Our demands o- 
ther than We may reaſonably expe# from you, who ſo Ma- 
turely, ſo Unanimouſly admitted of Our Government; 45 
22 us the undoubted Succeſſor to Our Royal Father and 
—_— tj. . N 
be Queen in this Speech, by exciting the Citizens to aſſiſt 
her in Executing her Due Revenge on thoſe Monſters of Men, 
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2 Vinditive Temper ; neither does ſhe at all promiſe to go- 
yern them according to Law, or to. allow them any Liberty 
for their Conſciences. For even then ſhe was reſolved to 
carry on her Perſecut ing Humour. But it ſeems her ſpeech, 
ſuch as it was, was enough to confirm the Citizens in their 
Obedience; and therefore Vyat milcarried ; For the Queen 
having Armed 500 Men, commits to the Choiceſt of them 
the keeping and defence of London-Bridge ; diſpoſing of the 
ret throughout the City. Two Days after which, What came 
to london with an Army of three or four Thonſand Men; 
full of hope that having preſent Admittance into the City, 
he ſhould crown his Action with the defired Succeſs; But 
things anſwered not his Expectation; for coming to the 
Bridge he found it cut down, and the Gates ſhut, and made 
good againſt him by Armed Troops; who called out ts him 
as a Rebel and a Trayter, and bid him be gone. But for all 
that, he ſtaid two whole Days after in Southwark, hoping that 
time, and the Induftry of his Secret Friends in the City, 
might work ſome alteration z by which Delay he ruined his 
whole Deſign. But then perceiving he ſpent his time in vain 
there, he Marched for Kingſton, there to gain a Paſſage over 
the Thames, But the Wooden Bridge there was allo broken, 
and the oppofite Bank defended by two hundred Men, who 
were Quickly ſent away by the very fight of two Pieces of 
Cannon ready to be planted againft them. So that Wyar 
wafts over his Army on the other ſide, and once more reſolves 
for London, putting all che hopes of his Succeſs in the Cele- 
rity of his March ; ſo that without ſuffering his Souldiers 
to repoſe themſelves he makes a round March for London, 
where he hoped to arrive before Day, and to ſurprize the ſe- 
cure Queen, by his unexpected coming. And it is more 
than probable that his Detign even yet had taken Effect, had 
not Heaven decreed otherwiſe : The Proteſtant Religion 
was to be further Sealed by the Blood of the Martyrs ; and 
the Queen to be removed by no other hand but that of Hea- 
ven; and therefore an unforeſeen Accident, (no more then 
the breaking of the Axletree of the Carriage of one of his 
Pieces of Ordinance, which no Perſwaſions could move Wyat 
to leave behind him and March on, by which he was kept 
back from coming to London, and tarried Six Hours longer 
then the time he had prefixed, and his Friends expected him) 
breaks all his Meaſures, and blaſts his whole Deſign. His long 
delay about the mending of the Carriage, made many of his - 
Followers, ( ſeeing things no better managed, and deſpairing 
of all good Fortune ) to withdraw themſelves, from their 
Colours, and went away, ſo that yas had not above one half 
of his Forces, left with him. And amongft the reſt Sir George 
Harper, the Partner of all at's Stratagems, finding he had 
an Opportunity till left to ſave his on ſtake, and wipe away 
the ſtains of Rebellion, and his former diſſembled Revolt, by 
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a Loyal Treachery, poſted away to the Queen, and revea 
the whole Series of Wyat's Protefts. 175 Queen — 2 
the Apprehenſion of this imminent Danger, gives Com. 
miſſion to the Earl of Pembrook for the ſpeedy railing of ſome 
Forces; and makes him General of the Field. Wyar hearing 
the Earl of Pembrook was in Arms, betook himſelf to a ſlower 
March, left he ſhould be forced to oppoſe his own Soldiers 
fatigu'd with a long and tireſome March, againſt the Earls 
freſh Forces: So that it was near Noon before he approach'd 
the Suburbs, and planting his Ordinances upon a Hill beyond 
St. Fames's, left there the greateſt part of his ſmall Army to 
guard them, He himſelf with five Enſigns marching to- 
wards Ludgate, and ſending Cutbert Vaugban with two other 
Enſigns towards Weſtminſter, leaving St. Fames's on the left 
hand; by which without doubt be deſigned that by diſtracting 
the Queen's Forces, and terrifying that part of the City, he 
might gain his deſigned Paſſage with the leſs Difficulty, At 
Charing Croſs, Sir ohn Gage Yor Chamberlain, with part of 
the Guard, and ſome other Soldiers, made head againſt Hat. 
But at length, whether called back by the Queen for the De. 
fence of her Perſon, (for by reaſon of Vaughan's going to- 
wards Weſtminſter ſhe began to be ſomewhat afraid) or 
whether they were not able to endure the Violence of rs 
Followers; ſo it was, that they preſently fled away, and with 
all the ſpeed they could got into the Queen's Palace, filling it 
with Noiſe and Tumult. 

The Earl of Pembrook now ſetting upon the hindmoſt of 
Mais Forces, (their Captain, who till haſted to get into 
the City, not turning back to reſcue them, a great Number 
of them were (lain there, The reft Marched on Couragioully 
up Fleetſtreet, crying out with joyful Acclamations, Queen 
Mary, Queen Mary, GOD ſave Queen Mary, who hath granted 
us our Petitions and Pardons, At length they came to Ludgare, 
which ( contrary to their Expectations) they find ſhur a- 

ainft them, deſiring Entrance in vain, and finding nothing 

ut reproachful Imputations and Execrations, So that ſeeing 
there was no Remedy, back they turn the ſame way they 
came, to go to their Fellows whom they had left with their 
Ordinance beyond the Town; till on a ſudden they find 
themiclves every where encloſed by the Earl of Pemoroct's 
Forces. Then Clarencieux King at Arms, coming to Hat ad- 
yis'd him to yield himſelf, ſeeing there was no way now to 
Eſcape ; and not go about to redeem himſelf by the Bood of 
fo many Valiant Men, or by putting all to the utmoſt hazard, 
and therehy cut off all hope of finding Mercy with the Queen. 
His Souldiers ſeemed deſperate, and were willing to try it 
out to the laſt Man; but Hat's Courage now began to fail 
him, ſo that he yielded himſelf to Sir Maurice Berkly, Knight; 
and getting up on the ſame Horſe behind him, was ſo carried 
by him prelently to the Court. Their Captain * 
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taken, the reſt of them had now no further mind to reſiſt ; 
ſome few of them elcaping by flight, but the reſt being taken, 
were diſpers*d into. ſeveral Priſons. And this was the end of 
NY s Rebellion, which was an ill-timed Attempt, begun 
too early (as that was in the laſt Popiſh Reign.) But had 
he let it alone a little longer, till Queen Mary ſhewed her 
ſelf more fully in her proper Colours; when the Pope's 
Primacy'came to be propoſed, and laboured to be reſtored ; 
and Cardinal Pool came over, it might have had another 
Effect, and proved a generous Effort for the reſcuing the In- 
fant Reformation, from the Jaws of Popiſh Tyranny. For 
the Pope had juſt taught the People the way of being Ab- 
ſolved from their Allegiance ; and they might inferr if he 
could do it, or it were to be done for the fake of Religion, 
That they might Abſolve themſelves from their Allegiance 
for the good of Religion alſo. 

Wyar's Inſurrection being thus ſuppreſs*d, the Council be- 
gan to conſult next about the Puniihment of the Criminals : 
And the firſt that was reflected on, (as being the Original 
of all this, and for--whoſe ſake this Rebellion had been ſet on 
foot) was the Lady Jane Gray; who having been condemned 
on the 13th of November, had her Execution hitherto deferr*d, 
not without hope of Pardon. But now her Death is judged 
neceſſary to ſecure the Quiet of the Kingdom, and ſhe mult 
be offer'd up as a Victim to the Publick | eace. Whereupon 
Dr. Fecknam Dean of St. Paul's, afterwards Abbot of Weſt- 
minſter, was ſent to her, to admoniſh her to prepare for 
Death ; and withal, to perſwade her to embrace the Romiſh 
Religion. This ſad Meſſage ſo little moved this Vertuous 
Lady, that ſhe profeſſed herjelf bound in this to acknowledge 
GOD's inſinite Goodneſs; But as for diſcuſſing matters of Con- 
rroverſy in Religion, ber time was ſo ſhort, that ſhe could not diſs 
pence with the leaſt loſs of it: That little that was alotted her, 
ſhe knew ſhe might better ſpend in ber Devotions to Heaven. 
Fecknam miſunderſtandiug her, and thinking this Anſwer 
proceeded from a Deſire of a longer date of Life, prevails 
with the Queen for three Days more. And returning to 
Lady Fane, certifies her what he had done; beſeeclfing her 
to hearken unto him, and to reform her Opinion in point of 
Religion, To whom ſhe anſwered with a ſmiling Counte- 
nance, Alas Sir, It was not my deſire that her Majeſty jhould be 
troubled with the Report of my Words : For think not that am 
touched with any deſire of prolonging my days: No, I am ſo ar 
from it, that ever ſince your departure, Life bath afflicted me with 
its rediouſneſs ; and as for Death, being wholly intent to the at- 
raining of Life Eternal, I utterly deſpiſe it; and her Majeſties 
Pleaſure being ſuch, I willingly undergo it. -Fecknam again rei- 
terated his Perſwaſions, that ſhe would Embrace the Religion 
of the Church of Rome. To whom her Replies were iuch, 
chat whoſoever ſhall Read the Conference between them, 
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cannot without amazment wonder how fo tender an Age, 
75.2 940 the Sex conſideted, ſhould be capable of ſuch Con- 
fiancy, Learning, and Divine Wiſdom. Her Husband the 
Lord Guilford being firſt · to ſuffer, defired leave to ſee her, 
cbnverſe with her, and take his laft farewel ; which ſhe would 
by no means conſent to, deſiring him to omit this occaſion 
of Grief, rather than Comfort in Death: For they ſhould 
thortly behold each other more really united, in a better 
Place, and a more happy State. Jet ſhe ſaw him, without 
being daunted, conducted to Jower-Hill, and with the ſame 
Heroick Fixedneſs of Spirit, beheld his Headleſs Trunk, 
when it was brought back to be interred in the Chappel in 
the Tower. 

It being believed that the Death of this Innocent Lady 
would cauſe a general. Diſtaſte and Diſſatisfaction, it was 
therefore thought good, to decline it as much as might be, 
that ſhe ſhould not be publickly Beheaded. And to that End, 
there was a Scaffold erected within the Tower, on which ſhe 
was to be beheaded : And thither ſhe was brought ſome few 
hours after her Husband's Execution: Being led by the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower. As ſhe came forth out of her Chamber 
wherein ſhe was Impriſoned, the Lieutenant intreated her to 
teave him ſome Memorial or other whereby he might remem- 
ber her. Upon which ſhe call'd for a Table-book, and wrote 
therein three ſhort Sentences, in Greek, Latin and Engliſh, 
wherein ſhe ſignified her Innocence. And altho' ſhe cont-!:cd 
ſhe had committed an Error which deſerved Death, yet Iguo- 
rance might, among Men, without Prejudice to the Laws, 
ſufficiently Excuſe it. At laft, Saluting the People as the 
went, with a chearful and ſettled Countenance, altogether 
void of Fear, and commending her ſelf to their Prayers, ſhe 
came to the place of Execution, leading Fecknam by the hand, 
whom ſhe kindly imbraced, ſaying, I beſeech 60 D abundantly 
to reward you for your Kindneſs ro me; alto ] muſt needs jay, 
Js was more unwelcome to me, than my inſtant Death is terrible, 
Then turning her ſelf to the Standers-by, ſhe ſaid, I am guilty, 
rot becauſe 1 aſpir d to the Crown, bur becauſe I refuſed it not, 
being or oy me; and muſt leave a Memorabie Example and In- 
firuttion to all Poſterity, That Innocency ex cuſcth not tboſe Actions 
that tend to the Damage of the Common Meal: For it ſhould ſeem, 
ibat they commit I ic ledneſs enougb, that ſerve the Ambition of 
others, 1bo' it be ſore againſt thetr own Wills, Having ſaid this, 
and implored G O D's Mercy, she, with the help of her 
Waiting-Gentlewoman, diſrobed her ſelf of her Gown and 
Neckcloths, and then vailing her Eyes with a Handkerchiet, 
lid down her Neck upon the Block: and the Executioner de- 
laying to ſtrike, she intreated him to make haſte, and per- 
form his Office, which at length he did; the Tears fallin 
ſrom many of the Standers-by, and even from thoſe who h 
always favoured the Cauſe of Queen My, 

Thus 
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Thus died the Lady June, renowned for the Greatneſs of 
her Birth, but much more for her Vertue and Interior Excel- 
jencies; who, by her Obedience to an Ambitious Father-in- 
Law, and an Imperious Mother, took upon her the Fatal 
Title of a Queen, and was preſently ſnatch'd from the Throne 
to a Priſon, and hurried from a Kingdom to a Scaftold, where 
zhe ſuffered for the Offences of others, and yet overcame all 
the Frowns of Adverſe Fortune, with an unparallell'd Con- 
ſtancy and Innocence. | 

The Death of this Excellent Lady was followed with the 
Execution of Hyat and his Adherents, for which end twenty 
pair of Gallows were ſer up in ſeveral parts of the City of 
London for the Terror of others; and upon them Fiity of the 
Rebels were hang'd in two days time, beſides divers others 
who were Executed in the Country; among whom Alexander 
Bret, who cauſed the Londoners to revolt to Sir Thomas Wyar, 
was hang'd in Chains at Rocheſter, But that the Queen might 
make a shew of Mercy alſo, as well as Juftice, Four hundred 
of Wyar's Followers with Halters about their Necks, pro- 
ſtrating themſelves before her Majcfty, and crying tor Mercy, 
were Pardoned, and ordered to be fer at Liberty. 

And now Henry Gray Duke of Suffolk, and Father to the 
Lady Fane, was publickly Beheaded, a Man who lad ſeveral 
good Qualities, but his Facility to By- practices had occahoned 
all the Troubles wherewith this Reign had been dinratted ; 
Whole rash Ingratitude, the Queen having pardoned him be- 
yond Expectation, diverted the Current of her Clemency to 
his Daughter, and brought himſelf to a Deſerved End. In 
this Man's Death, the Juftice of the Divine Retribution was 
alſo manifeſted, he having been an Irreconcilable Enemy to 
King Edward's Uncle, the good Duke of Somerſet, and one 
who was led by the Noſe to Countenance the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland in all his Ambitious Projects. Yet was this Duke 
much favoured by the People at the time of his Death, as 
appears by this, That when he deſired the Queen would for- 

ive him the Injury offered her Grace, one Or. Weſton, who 

ood by on the Scaffold, ſaid, The Queen had forgiven him. 
Upon which thoſe that ſtood by, ſaid to the Doctor, Such. Tor- 
giveneſs GO D ſend thee, 

The next Turn was Wyar's, who, was not Executed till the 
Eleventh of April, whereas the others ſuffered in February, 
The reaſon why his Execution was delerred ſo long, was be- 
cauſe the Queen would have perſwaded him to detect ſome 
others of the Conſpirators. And Iyat having a kind of Pro- 
miſe of Pardon, if he would ſo do; and being ſuborned by 
Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter to that end, he accuſed the Lady 
Elizabeth, and young Courtney the Marqueſs of Exeter, as if 
the ſaid Courtney, having been refuſed by Queen Mary, aſpired 
to Marry the Lady Elizabeth, and then to depoſe the Queen, 
and ſo to reign in the Right of his Wife. Which Accuſation 
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cauſed the Lady Elizabeth and Courtney, to be both committed 
to Priſon z Courtney, on the 12th of February, and Elizabeth 
on the 18th of March. But Wyat finding himſelf deluded, 
and being touch'd with. the Horridnels of ſo falſe and trea- 
cherous an Accuſation, going to the place of his Execution, 
deſired the Favour of a few words with the Marquels of Exeter, 
which being granted him, he fell on his Knees to the Mar. 
quels, and begged his Pardon for that irrepairable Injury he 
had done him, not out of Malice, but deſire of Life. The 
Sheriffs of London, and many others then preſent, teſtified the 
certainty of this Acknowledgment. 

But notwithſtanding this Acknowledgment of Mats at the 
time of his going to Execution, yet Stephen Gardiner, Lord 
Chancellor, (having an implacable Enmiry to the Proteſtant 
Religion, and fearing, that if Queen Mary ſhould happen to 
dye, that Elizabeth might ſucceed to the Crown) was very 

illing to lay hold gf this occaſion to cut her off. And there- 
ore affirmed in the Star-Chamber, and cited the Teftimony 
of the Lord Chundois, then Lieutenant of the Tower, That 
Tar, a little before his Death, exhorted the Marqueſs to 


acknowledge his Crime, and to ſubmit himſelf to the Queens 


Mercy. Than which nothing could be more Falle ; tor ic was 
apparent to all ihat were at Whar's Execution, that betid:s 
what he had ſaid to the Marqueſs above- mentioned, after he 
was upon the Scaffold, and had no hopes of longer Life, pre- 
_ paring himſelf to his Death, he proteſted with a loud and 
audible Voice, That neither the Lady Elizabeth, nor the Lord 
Couriney, were any ways Acceſſary to his Rebellion. And 
when the fore named Dr. Weſton, who ſtood by as his Con- 
fefſor, urged to him, that he had confeſſed other ways to the 
Lords of the Council, he made anſwer, That what he ſaid 


then, he ſaid; but what he ſaid now, was true: And having 


compoſed himſelf for another World, he did again with unceie 
Proteſtations and religious Aſſeverations, acquit the Lady 
Elizabeth, and the Lord Courtney, from being any the leaſt 
way conſcious to his Practices. However, they were both 
kept in Priſon, only the Lady Elizabeth was removed from 
the Tower to Aboiſtock , and the Marquels of Exeter to 
Feodringbay. 

The Queen and her Council having cleared their way by 
theſe Executions, began now to think of Rooting out Herehe, 
by Burning the. falſſy-named Hereticks; and to ſhew the Mer- 
ciful Temper of the Romiſh Priefts,and how willing they were 
to Convince the Hereticks before they burn'd them, a Mock- 
Diſputation was appointed at Oxford, where Cranmer, Kidley, 
and Latimer were removed, there to diſpute with the Divines 
of both the Univerſities concerning the Euchariſt, Their Ulage 
was Barbarous, almoft beyond belief, were it not that Popery 
has (ufficiently taught us, that its tender Mercies are Cruelty. 
Two days only were allotted them for their W 

ole 
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| thoſe two days they were in ſtrait Cuſtody, in ſeveral either 
Dungeons, or places little differing, kept from converſing 
, with any but their Gaolers; and which is more, from the ue 


of their own Papers and Books. And in the Schools, their 
| Behaviour towards them was as Barbarous, as their Ulage in 
Priſon had been Tyrannical. And yet ſuch was the mighty 
| Power of Truth, that all their Adverſaries were not able to 
reſiſt it. The Papiſts beſt Arguments againſt it, being loud 
Shouts and Outcries, making up in Noile, what they wanted 
in Weight and Solidity of Argument; many oppoſing one, 
without Order, without Manners, and without Modeſty, On 
the 24th of April, they were brought from the Priſon to 
St. Maries, and commanded to abjure thoſe Truths, which in 
the Schools they had ſo Learnedly defended z which they re- 
fuling, were declared Hereticks, and condemned to the Fire, 
which was what they defigned from the firſt; the ſtrongeſt 
Arguments for Popery being Fire and Faggot. But the Flames 
that they kindled, made the Truth ſhine ſo much the brighter; 
and the Contempt of Death theſe Holy Martyrs ſhewed, ren- 
dered their Conftancy the more Illuſtrious. For good old 
Latimer could hardly bear the Joy be conceived, that the 
Divine Goodneſs had ſo far honoured him, that he ſhould end 
his long Life (to which Nature muſt ſoon put a Period) with 
ſo happy a Cloſe. | 
And now Queen Mary begins again to hanker after a Hus- 
band, for all the Blood that the had thed, had not yer 
quench'd the Flames of her Love to King Philip; beſides, if an 
Heir was wanting, ſhe feared Popery would in a ſhort time 
be at a Leſs; and if she delayed her Marriage any longer, 
she was afraid she should be at a loſs for an Heir. A Farlia- 
ment was therefore Summoned, in which two things were 
propoſed, her Marriage, and Subjection to Rome in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs: For the Queen could not be ſatisfied, till she had 
totally inſlaved the Nation, and brought again that Yeke 
upon them, which had ſo gall'd the Necks of our Fore-fathers. 
And of this the Parliament (tho' a Popish one) were ſo ſen- 
fible, that it would not go down ſo glibly as the other 
her Marriage; which was agreed to upon theſe Con- 
itions: 
That Philip ſhould not advance any into any Publick Office or 
| Dignity, but ſuch as were Natives of England, and the Queens 
Subjetts ; That be ſhould admit of a ſer Number of Engliſh into x 
his Houſhold, whom he ſhonld uſe zopettively;-and not ſuffer them a2. 
to be injured Ly Foreigners: He ſhould not tranſport the Queen F—<S 
out of England, but at her Intreaty, nor any of #be Iſue begotten 
by ber, who ſhould have their Education in the Realm ; and ſhould 
not be ſuffered, but upon Neceſſury, or ſome good Reaſon, to go 
out of the Realm ; nor then neither, but with the Conſent of tbe 
Engliſh: The Queen deceafing wichout Children, Philip ſhoulll not 
make any Claim to the Kingdom, but ſhould l:ave 1t freely to *” 
9 
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to whom igbt it ſhould belong: That be fhould not Change 
thing in t Ze, either Publick or Private, the 3 pa 
po bag of the Realm; but ſhould be Bound to Confirm and teey 
them: That be ſhould not Tranſport any Fewels, or any part of the 
Wardrobez nor alienate any of the Revenues of the Crown: That 
be fbould preſerve our Shipping, Ordnance, and Munition, and 
beep the Caſtles, Forts and Blocl-Houſes in good Repair, and well 
Mam d: Laſtly, That this Match ſhou'd not any ways derogate 
from the League lately concluded berween the Queen and the Kin 

France ; bur that the Peace berween the Engliſh and the 

ench, ſhould remain firm and inviolate: Ouly it ſpou' d be law. 
ful for Philip out of otler Kingdoms and Dominions belonging 
to bis Father the Emperour, to ſend Aids unto him, either for pro- 
pelling Injuries, or taking Revenge for any already received. 

All things being thus agreed on, the Spaniſh King with a 
Fleet of 160 Sail, arrived in England, at Soutb. bampton; where 
having refted three days, attended by a great Company ef 
the Engliſh and Spaniſh Nobility, came on the 24th of Fuly to 
the Queen at V incbeſter, it being a very wet day, the Hea- 
vens themſelves weeping at this Wedding: The deſign of 
it being the utter inflaving of England, tho' the Divine Pro. 
vidence averted the Stroke. The Feaſt of S. James (the 
Tutelary Saint of Spain) was deftin'd for the Nuptials, 
which were Celebrated at Wincheſter with great Pomp: And 
there Don Fuan Figueroa did on the behalf of the Emperour 
reſign the Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, and conferr'd all 
his Right thereto on Philip: And the Heralds Proclaimed 
their Tirles in Latin, French, and Engliſh. The Wedding be- 
ing over, at the beginning of Augaſt the King and Queen 
came to Windſor, where the King was inſtall'd Knight of the 
Garter: On the Eleventh of Auguſt they came to London, 
where the Citizens received them with moſt Magnificent 
Solemnity. | 

The Affair of the Marriage being thus conſummated, and 
the 5 55 having got a Husband, the next thing is to have 
the Nation Re- Married to the Pope; for which End another 
Parliament began at, Veſiminſter, and ſoon after Cardinal 
Pool, who had by King Henty been proclaimed an Enemy to 
the State, arrived in England, with the Title and Authority 
of a Legate; fancying to himſelf the double hope of a King- 
dom; if not Secular, at leaſt Eccleſiaſtical, by Vertue of his 
Authority Legatine, and the Dignity of Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, Queen Mary had her Education for ſome years under 
Margaret Counteſs of Salubury, the Mother of Pool, who was 
then a Child ; and that by Queen Catharines Means; who in- 
tended, as it was thought to Marry her Daughter the Lady 
Mary to one of the Counteſſes Sons, thereby to ſtrengthen 
her Daughters Claim to the Crown, if Henty ſhould deceaſe 
Without other Lawful Iſſue: The Counteſs being Daughter 
bw George Duke of Clarence; who was Brother to Edward — 

| Fourth: 
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Fourth. The Cardinal therefore knowing 'himſelf. to Be in 
great Eſteem with the Queen, was contident, if not of the 
Queen by Marriage (for the Queen was then unmarried} 


yet at leaſt of all Advantages of her Favour. Nor was the 


Cardinal at all deceived ; for May having obtained the 
Crown, earneſtiy ſued to the C ardinal to reſtore himſelf to 
his Country : -And the Pope not Ignorant how much- the 
Cardinal would advantage the Apoftolick See; at the Queens 
Requeſt diſpatched him with moft ample Authority. Bur 
the Emperour having a Project on foot for his Son, was 


ſomewhat jealous of the Cardinal; and therefore began ſe- 


riouſly to treat with Cardinal Dandizo, the Pope's Legat with 


him, ror the Concluſion of a+ Peace between him and the 
French, that he might thereby give a ftop to Pool, whoſe 


coming into England, the Emperour's Affairs being not yer 
ſettled, might Peradventure make all fly aſunder. Dandino, 
to gratify Charles, by Franciſco Commendono, ſends Letters to 
Pool, adviſing him not to ſet forth as yet; foraſmuch as this 
Legacy undertaken without the Emperour's Conſent, wes 
diſpleaſing; and the Engliſh Nation for the moſt part, eſpe- 
cially the Londoners, did ſo hate the Name of the Pope of 
Kome, that his Legacy would be held in Contempt amongſt 


them: A Legate therefore was not to be Employed unto - 
them, until Perſwaſions had brought them to a better Tem- 


Pool having received theſe Letters in his Cloiſter, 
thought it fitting to expect his Holineſs's Pleaſure. But the 
Pope not liking the increaſe of the Emperour's Greatneſs, by 
the Addition of ſuch Eftates, and fretting that Dandino had 
preſumed to ſtay the Cardinal, he recalled Dandine, and con- 
terred on Pool alone the Legacy bath into England for the one 
Affair, and to the Emperour and the French for the Treaty of 
Peace, He willingly undertaking it, preſently ſet forward 
from Trent, certifying the Emperour and the French, of his 
large Commiſhon. The Emperour perceiving that theſe 
Devices. wou'd be no longer available, ſent Don Fuan de Men- 
dot a unto him with Letters, wherein he'plainly diſcovered his 
Fear, that the Cardinal's Primature Arrival in England, 


might prove an Obftacle to his Froceedings there, which 


were great and hopeful; Wherefore it was his deſire, That 
he ſhould either there attend his Pleaſurey or if he would 
needs go further, he might come to Leige, and chere expect 
the Event of his Deſigus; the Cardinal, upon receipt of 
theſe Letters, returns to Dilling (not far from Trent) cer- 
tifies the Pope of the whole Carriage of the Buſineſs, and 
ſends Expoſtulatory Letters to the Emperour, ſhewing there- 
in what an Indignity it was to the Apoſtolick See, that his 
Holineſs's Legate, ſent upon a Treaty of Peace, and to re- 
duce a Kingdom to the Obedience of the Church, ſhould fo 


diſgracefullß, with contempt to his Holineſs, and that by the 


Emperour's Command, be datain'd in the midſt of oy 
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in the ſight of the Enemies of the Church. That great 
Divine Domingo Soto, ordinary Preacher to the Emperour, 
was then at Dilling. By him he perſwades the Emperour not 
to hinder this Legation, being it would ſo much hazard the 
Eſtate of the Church, but eſpecially of the Kingdom of Exg- 
lend. At lengeth with much ado; but not until the Em. 
pereur had Intelligence that the Articles concerning his Sons 
Marriage was agreed on, he obtained leave to come to Bruſſels, 
but upon condition that he ſhoutd reſide there, until the 
Emperour were aſſured that the Marriage between Philip 
and Mary were Solemniz'd. So to Bruſſels he came, where 
he ſaluted the Emperour, who received him very Courteouſly, 
And that time might not paſs unprofitably with him, he be- 
gins to put in Execution one part of his Legation ; which 
was, to draw the *Emperour and the King of France to ſome 
indifferent Terms of Peate z The Emperour Profeſſing that 
he would not reject Peace upon any reaſonable Conditions; 
the Cardinal goes into France to treat with Henry concerning 
the ſame thing; who made as fair ſhews as did the Em- 
perour ; but the words of both were but the fair Covers of 
Foul Intentions ; for their Hearts were Exulcerated with that 
inveterate Hatred, which made all his Pains Fruitleſs. Henry 
at his departure, embracing him, ſignified the Sorrow he had 
eonceived that he lad not been ſooner acquainted with his 
Worth, for had he truly known him, his Endeavours ſhould 
have been totally for his Advancement to the Papacy. 

A little after the Cardinals return to Bruſſels, came the 
Lords Paget and Haſtings, Ambaſſadors to the Emperour, 
from their Majeſties of England, who ſignified their joynt 
longing to ſee the Cardinal, and therefore deſired he might 
be forthwith diſmiſſed 3 that by Vertue of his Authority he 
might rectify the Church of England, wonderfully out of 
Tune, by Reaſon of the Schiſm wherewith it had been afflict- 
ed, And upon this News the Emperour's Fears being now 
over, he was permitted to go for England, but was by con- 
trary Winds detained at Calas until November, in which 
Month he arrived at Dover, Being very favourably enter- 
taind, their Majeſties and the Nobles alike ſtriving to mani- 
feſt their Joy. And becauſe he had in the year 1539, been 
ty Parliament declared an Enemy to the State, and by the 
ſame Law condemned to dye, the Eſtates then Aſſembled in 
Pacliament Repealed that Att, and reftored him to his Blood; 
their Majefties themſelves coming to the Houſe Extraordi- 
7 for the Confirmation of the Act, be fore his Arrival at 

040K  - | E 6 

And now the Queen's Project for the Reconciling of the 
Nation to the Church of Rome, came on; for a little after 
his coming, both Houſes of Parliament were ſent for to the 
Court ; where the Biſhop of V incheſter, Lord Chancehor, 
baving in che Preſence of their Majefties and the AGONY 

* 


they deſire; ſo it fared with the Queen; ſhe was for puſhing 
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ſpoken ſomething concerning the Cardinal's grateful Arrival, 
e Cardinal himſelf began a long Oration in Englifh, where-- 
in He acknowledged how much be was bound to their Majeſties, 
and the Eſtates of the Realm, by whoſe Favour thoſe Laws Fr bis 
Exile and Proſeription, were repealed, and be once more made 4 
Native of this Land: He was bound by tbe Laws of Gratitude 
to Endeavour the Requital of thu Benefit ; whereto an Occaſion" 
happily offered it ſelf : The late Schiſm had ſeparated them from: 
the Union of the Cburch, and made them Exiles from Heaven 2 
But now by .the Authority conferred on him by the Pope, St. 
Peter's. Succeſſor, Chriſt's Vicar, be would bring them back into 
the Fold of the Church, the ſole means of attaining their Celeſtial 
Heritage. Wherefore be exhorted them ingenuouſly to acknowledge 
the Errors of theje latter years, and to ler tbem; and with ſincere 
alacrity of Mind to accept of, and retain thu Benefit, which GOD 
by his Vicar's Legate did profer them. For now nothing elſe re- 
mained, but that he being preſent with iboſe Keys which ſhould 
open the Gates of the Church, they ſhould abrogate thoſe Laws, 
which, lately Euacted to the prejudice of the Church, bad rended 


# 


them from tbe reſt of its Body. | 

Having ſpoken a great deal to this purpoſe, and ranſack'd 
Antiquity for Examples of our Fore-fathers Devotion to the See 
of Rome, his ſpeech wrought ſo effectually on the Minds of 
thoſe who were addicted to Popery, that they thought not 
themſelves until this day capable of Salvation. But there 
were many of the Houſe of Commons, who were much wiſer, 
and rightly judg'd it a rare Felicity to have ſhaken off the 
Yoak of Rome, and eagerly withſtood the 're-admittance of 
it: But by the prevailing Endeavours of the -King and 
Queen, all things were at laſt compos'd to the Cardinal's 
liking 3 and the Authority which the Popes heretofore uſurped 
in this Realm, is reftored, the Title of Supream Head of the 
Church is Abrogated, and a Petition drawn by the whele 
Court of Parliament, for the Abſolution of the People and 
Clergy. of England from Schiſm and Hereſy, is by the Biſhop * 
of Wincheſter preſented to the. Legate: Who (they all 
kneeling ) by the Authority Committed unto him, abſolved 
them. And now having thus acted this Spiritual Interlude, 
and inſlaved the Nation by Subjetting themſelves once more 
to that Mother of Harlots; they conclude it with mocking of 
GOD, by going in Proceſſion to the Chappeh, and ſinging 
Ie Deum Laudamus, for that which was the greateſt Diſhonour 
to his Name. f 5 9 e 

The Kingdom being thus abſolved from Schiſm and Hereſy⸗ 
and reconciled to Mother Church again, one wou'd” have 
thought the Queen ſhould have now been ſatisfied; but; as* 
ſome Covetous People, the more they have, the more 


matters further on ftill, and had her Zeal been right, he 255 
had been an Exceſlent Woman; but being Bigotted td f 
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Roman Schiſm, truly ſo called ; The more haſte ſhe makes, 
the farther she's out of the way, wandering in the Endleſs 
Mares of Error; and had not the Hand of Heaven takea her 
in the midſt of her Carreir, she had involv'd the Nation 
in _iccepairable Ruine and Deſtruction. f : 
The Pope had already fent hither Cardinal Pool, with a 
Legantine Power to Abſolve the Nation, and Reconcile it to 
the Church of Rome, and now the Queen ſends over a Solemn 
to the Roman Pontiff, to pray him to be reconcil'd 
Tho' they might as well have aid at home, for 
they came thither, the Pope was dead. In the mean 
une, the Queen another Buſineſs to do here, which was 
Temporal Concern z for, conſidering that all her 
bad hicherto paſt with applauſe, she n to treat 
ich the ility, that if not the Royal, at leaſt the Matri- - 
ial Crown of our Queens might be impoſed upon Philip, 
it being a matter without Preſident, and that it might 
perhaps, toan Ambitious Prince, give ſome Colour for Claim 
to the Kingdom, they proved averſe thereunto, and she was 
forced to be.content to let it alone,and proceed no farther in it. 
But the Queen had yet another care upon her, and that way 
the Reſtitution of Church-Lands : And this met with no 
better ſucces then the other; for her Father Henry had 6 
divided them, and that both among the Nobility and Com- 
mons, that ing could be done therein. They had found 
ſweetneſs of them, and were loth to let them go: Nor 
ich they believe it any Sacriledge to qu what they had 
bought or Exchanged, (which was the caſe of many ) and 
which before were enly apply'd to Idolatrous and Superſti- 
tions Ules : Cardinal Foo had indeed reconcil'd them tothe 
Pope, but it was only from the Teeth outwards. For tho* the 
Pope was ready to give them his Bleſſing, yet moſt of them 
' were of Opinion the parting with their Abby-Lands would 
he g greater Curſe than the Pope's Bleſſing could Compenſate. 
However, to. make ſome shew of their Readineſs to gratify 
the Queen, it was decreed that the Firſt-Fruits and Eenths 
_ granted. to the King by the Clergy, Anno 1534, should be 
mitted : Which yet put but little into the Pope's Pockets, 
ule upon conſideration of the Treaſuries Poverty, and ot 
the many Penſions granted by Henry to the Ejefted Religious 
Perſons, the Decree was quickly revoked. 
- The Deſign of the Queen's Marriage was to inſlave the 
Nation, and intail Popery and Arbitrary Power upon vs, by 
mg an Heir to the Crown, that might bring us under the 
J oak: And then no doubt the Catholick King would 
2 time make us all good Catholicks. This was the Project 
the Queen, and other Popiſh Bigots. And now the Queen 
- * began wfRianter her ſelf that ſhe was like to Effect it. For 


41 
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a it is her Belly began to ſwell, but it was with a Diſeaſe, 


= 04 B9t with Child, as her flattering Courtiers were _ 
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to perſwade her. The Truth js, ſhe had that Diſtemper 
which Phyſicians call a Mole; and of that ſhe might haye 
eafily been informed, and in all ljkelihood been cured f 
had ſhe timely confulted with the Phyſicians and not on 
with Midwives and old Women; who from ſome Symptoms 
that attended the Queen, run away like Hounds with a If- 
Cry, and eafily believed what the Queen had a mind they 
ſhould believe j and what, becauſe fhe deſired it, the eaſily 
believed herſeif; and was fo confident, that ſhe affirmed ſhe 
felt the ſtirring of the Embryo in her Womb. And indeefl 
to thoſe that are affected with this Malady, that fleſhy and 
informed Subſtance which js termed Mola, does ſometimes 
ſeem to move, but that ſlowly, and with the general Motigg 
of the whole Belly, [Wagging, as it were, from gne_ fide 
the other: By which, and other Symptoms, Phyſicians 22 
eaſily have diſcovered her Piſeaſe; which, unlefs with very 
timely Applicarions removed and brought away, is commog- 
ly incurable; For in proceſs of time the Liver being over · 
cooled, the Perſon affected, falls ino a Dropfy, which gene- 
rally brings them to the Grave, as it alfo ws Fig Queen: 
Who in the mean time being thus deceived by her own Cry- 
dulity, and the Ignorance of the Women about her, pas be- 
trayed to the Laughter of the whole Nation; nay, of all the 
European World: For upon the belief of her being with 
Child, Mandates were ſent from the Lords of the Council co 
the Bishop of London, to diſperſe certain Forms. of Prayer, 
wherein GOD muſt be mocked, (as well as the Nation g- 
buſed ) by returning Thanks for his Mercies to this Kings 
dom, by giving hopes of an Heir to the Crown, and infuſin 
Life into the Embryo; with Orders that they should pra 
for the Preſervation of the Queen and of the Infant, and for 
her happy Delivery; and to cauſe Ie Deum to be ſung every 
where. And that the Reader may {ce how earneſt they were 
In their Prayers for the Queen's fate Delivery, and how con- 
fident they were that this Heir should he a Son, I have tranſ- 
cribed part of their Prayers upon that Occaſion, —— © Hear 


our Cry, and the Prayers of thy People, and open to them 


*© the Treaſures of thy Mercy, thy gracious Fayour, the 


* Spring of Living Water: Thou that haft begun, make 


* in the hand of thy Servant a perfect Work, Suffer not, we 
< pray thee. the faithleſs Rebels, to ſay of thy Servant and 
J hex Counſellors, They have deviſed matters which they 
* cannot perform: (It ſhould ſeem by ibi, that ſome of The 
Proxeftants ſaw the ſham, and fore-ſaw bow they would be baffled) 
* And grant unto thy Servant a happy and an eaſy Travel g 
* for it is not impoſſible to thy Power, nor indecent to th 
* Juftice, nor unwonted to thy Wg It is well known un 
© to us how marvellouſly thou didft work in Sarab, of 


-- 


„Age of Ninety years, and in Elizabeth the barren, and alſo 
* far ſtricken in Age; for thy Counſel is not in the Power of 
3 2 Men; 
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Men; Thou Lord, that art the Searcher of hearts and 
| thoughts, thou knoweſt that thy Servant never luſted after 
Man, never gave her ſelf to wanton Company, nor made 
4 her ſelf partaker with them that walk in lightneſs ; but she 
80 conſented to take an Husband with thy fear, and not with 
& her Luſt. Thou knoweſt that thy Servant took an Hus- 
4 band not for Carnal Pleaſure, but for defire and love of 
© Pofterity, wherein thy Name might be bleſſed for ever and 
«, ever. Give therefore unto thy Servants Philip our King, 
Land Mary our Queen, a Male Iſſue, which may fit in the 
+ © Seat of thy Kingdom. Give unto our Queen thy Servant, 
& a little Infant in Fashion and Body comely and beautiful; 
« in Pregnant Wit, Notable and Excellent. Grant the ſame 
4 tobe in Obedience, like Abrabam; in Hoſpitality, like Lot; 
4 in Chaſtity and Brotherly Love, like Foſeph ; in Meekneſs 
4 and Mildneſs, like Moſes; in Strength and Valiantneſs, like 
% Sampſcn ; let him be like Fob, a ſimple and an Upright 
Man, tearing GOD, and Eſchewing Evil. Let him be 
« found faithful as David, after thy heart, and let him be wile 
« among Kings with the .moſt wiſe Solomon, Let him finally 
* be garnished with the Comelineſs of all vertuous Conditi- 
© ons; and in the ſame let him wax old and live, that he may 
« ſee his Children's Children, to the Third and Fourth Ge- ' 
„ neration. And give unto our Soveraign Lord and Lady, 
* King, Philip and Queen Mary, thy Bleiſing and long Lite 
4 upon Earth; and grant that of them may come Kings and 
Queens which may ftedfaftly continue in Faith, Love, and 
„ Holineſs: And bleſſed be their Seed of our GOD; that 
all Nations may know that thou art only GOD in all the 
% Earth; which art bleſſed for evermore. Amen. 


| A ſport J rer for Queen Mary, (et forth in 

-.- - Engliſh, by Thomas Smith, ſervant ta her 

Majeſty, to be daily and hourly prayed and (aid 
of all her Good Subjects. a 

IFN Almighty Father, which didſt Sandtiſy the Bleſſed Virgin 

: and Mother, Mary, in ber Conception, and in the Birth of 

4 » Cpriſt our Saviour, tby only Son; and alſo, by thy Cmmiporent 

Power, didſt ſafely deliver the Prophet Jonas out of the Whales 

, Beliy; defend, O Lord, we beſeech thee, thy Servant Mary the 

Queen, ( with Child Conceived ) and ſo viſit ber in and with thy 

| : goodly Gifr of Health, that not only rhe Child, thy Creature, with- 

Gb *.an ber Concetved, may joyfs ly come from ber into this World, and 

receive tbe Bleſſed Sacrament of Baptiſm, and Confirmation, En- 

Joy ing tberewüb the daily increqſe of all Princely and gracious 

Eilts both of Body and Soul, but that alſo ſe the Mother, through 

' Thy Special Grace and Mercy may in time of ber Travel 275 al. 
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Exreſſive dolor and pain, and abide perfect and ſure, from all peril * 
and danger of Death, with long and ax = gu Life, through Christ 
our Lord, Amen. LS HEY ee 
l Nor was it the Prieſts only that made all this clutter, but 
the Parliament alſo were drawn in, by whom many things | 
were Enacted concerning the Education of the Babe z and in 
providing Tutors and Governours for it. In the Month of 
May following, her time of Delivery being ſuppoſed to de 
nigh, there was great Preparation made for it; and Swads 
ling-Clouts, Cradle, Rockers, and other things were provi- 
del, and ina readineſs. Nay, the Farce was carried on ſo 
far, that a Rumour was ſpread abroad that the Queen was de- 
livered' of a Child; wherenpon the Bells were Rung, and 
Bonfires and Proceſſions made, not only in the City, but in 
moſt parts of the Kingdom; it being given out, That there 
was a Prince born. Nay, ſo confident was the Parſon of St. 
Am's by Alderſgate, that he went up into the Pulpit, and 
there took upon him to deſcribe the Proportion of the Chlid, 
how Fair, how Beautiful, and great a Prince it was, that the 
like had not been ſeen. But atter all their ExpeQation, it 
proved but Partuiant Montes. The Mountain brought forth 
only a Mouſe, and all their hopes prov'd Aborcive. Tho' the 
Reports that were ſpread abroad, was with a Deſign by ſome - 
of the Chief Managers of Affairs, to have ſubſtituted ſome other 
Child inftead of a true Prince : - Which the Queen's Zeal for 
the Catholick Cauſe would willingly enough have permitted; 
but King Philip had a watchful Eye over them, and would 
never conſent that an Impoſtor ſhould be admitted an Heir 
to any of his Dominions, and took care not to be cheated 2 » 
And it is ſaid he perceived ſo much of a Deſign to do 
it, that he was the more watchful 5 and which ſo eftranged 
his Love from Queen Mary, that he never much cared for her 
afterwards» It ſeems ſhe had not ſo clever a Contrivance as 
the late Queen Mary of Modena; nor did ſhe ſo well-underftand 
the uſe of a Warming -· Pan. The ſame Intereft, and the fame 
Deſign was carrying on in both Reigns; only the laſt manag'd 
it better, tho* neither of them proſpered in the end, the laſt 
being diſcovered, as well as the firſt prevented. It was no 
doubt a great Mortification to Queen Mary to be thus difap- 
pointed; and to find all their Prayers as vain as what they _ 
prayed for: And that their Preparation ſerved only to ren- 
der them the Ridicule of all the Nation; the whole being 
ülttle better than a Dream. e | — I» 
The Queen, being now without hopes of an Heir of her 
own Body to ſucceed her, reſolved to diſpatch as many Here- 
ticks out of the way as ſhe could, wkilſt ſhe lived. The burn- 
mg Ardour of her Miftaken - Zeal kindling thoſe Flames 
which conſumed the Martyrs in all the Quarters of the Land, 
the Number of thoſe that ſuffered being almoſt incredible.” 


I will therefore only particularize in the Death of Cranmer. 
S 2 Who 
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Who being brought by Order of Cardinal Pool, the 1 
1 Legate, before James Brook Biſhop of Glouceſter 4 34: 
| judged it unlawful to puniſh an Archbiſhop but by leave from 
| - the Tope) Fobs Story and Thomas Martin, Doctors of Law, 
Commiſhoners from the Queen, accompanied the Biſhop to 
Oxford; that the Authority Royal might. Countenance the 
Delegates Proceedings. In St. Mary's Church they had high 
Seats purpoſely EreQted for them; Brook fitting under the 
Place where the Conſecrated Hoſt did uſually Hang in a Pix; 
beſide him ſat Martin and «Story, but a little lower; and Cran- 
mer, habited like a Doctor of Divinity, but not like a Biſhop, 
was brought before them; being told that there were thoſe 
that repreſented not only her Majefties Perſon, but alſo of the 
moſt holy Father the Tope; he with due Reverence ſaluted 
the Queen's Commiſſioners, but would not ſo much as caſt his 
Eyes towards the Pope*s Repreſentative z which he did not, 
( as he afterwards confeſſed N out of Contempt to the Man, 
but becauſe he would not ſeem" to, acknowledge the Pope's 
Authority, he having by Oath to King Henry obliged himſelf 
to the contrary; eſpecially in England, where he could make 
no pretence of Right. 81 _ TIE 
Then each of them exhorted him to change his Opinion 
and return to the Unity of the Church; but he not regard- 
ing their Admonition, they cite him to appear within fore- 
ſcore days before his Holineſs ; which with her Majefties con · 
ſent, he promiſed he would. But the. Pope not expecting his 
coming, within twenty days after, by Letters to the Kin 
and Queen, commanded him to be condemned, and committ 
to the Secular Power. And a few Days after, a New Au- 
Ty is by the Pope granted to Banner Biſhop of London, 
and Thirlby Biſhop of Eh, for the degrading of Craumer both 
from Presbyterial and Archiepiſcopal Orders, and he then to 
be delivered over to the Secular Magiſtrate to ſuffer for 
Hereſy, which was done accordingly. 6 
Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley, as long as they lived, did by 
Letters exhort each other to a generous Conſtancy for the 
Maintaining of the Truth of the Chriftian Faith: But the 
other two Champions baving made their way to Heaven, and 
left him alone; who now not being plied with ſuch firm Ex- 
hortations, it ſeems the Fleſh began to prevail over the Spi- 
rit; and the defire of Life prevailing, his Conftancy began to 
ſhake, through the daily Importunity of a Spaniſh Far: So 
that being ſeduced through hope of Pardon, he retracted 
whatever he had before written in Defence of his Religion ; 
which Retractation was afterwards Printed and Publiſhed: 
But the Divine Wiſdom, ( whe only permitted him to fall 
chat he wight be ſenſible of his on Weakneſs, and lay hol 
don @ Stronger Arm.) ſo over-rulled things, that his Death 
was. reſolved on, notwithſtanding his Ker adden: For 
. whether it were that Pool would be no longer Excluded 1 
1 % Sk) 3b + 2 
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the Poſſeſſion of the Archbiſhoprick, or { which ſeems more 
obable ) that. the Queen's inveterate hate, and defire of 
evenge for her Mother's Divorce, which conld not be e- 

therwiſe ſatiated than with the Blood of this grave Prelate z 
or whatever elſe was the Cauſe, fo it was, That when be 
thought himſelf aſſured of Life, he was preſently hurried to 
the Place of Execution :. But was firſt led to St. Mary's 
Church, where Cole was to preach his Funeral Sermon, and 
Cranmer afterward to confirm his Apoſtacy to the Popiſh Re- 
ligion. And that it might not ſeem ſtrange to Cranmer that 
he muſt die, as an Heretick, tho he had recanted his Hereſy; 
Cole tells him, That as when David bad choſen 1be three days 
Feflilence, the Lord forgave him half the time, but did not te- 
leaſe all; the ſame was likewiſe done to bim; 10 whom 3b Par- 
don and Reconciliation was due, according to 1he Canons, ſeeing 
he repented of bi Errors ; yet there were Cauſes why the Queen 
and the Council at this time judged him to Death; Jome of which 
were, becauſe be bad diffotved the lawful Matrimony between tbe 
King ber Father and her Mother, and that be bad driven ous the 
Pope's Authority while be was Metropolitan; that be bad been 
the Author and Fountain from whom all Heretical Dodrines and 
Schiſmatical Opinions did firſt riſe and ſpring ; and that it jeemed 
meer, according to the Law of. Equality, that as the Death of tbe 
Dube of Northumberland of late, made even with Sir Thomas 
Moor Chancellor, that died for the Chureb, ſo there ſhould be on- 
thas ſhould make even with Fiſher of Rocheſter ; and becauſe | 
thar Ridley, Hooper, Ferrar, were not able to make even with 
that Man, it ſeemed meet tha Cranmer ſhould be ned with them 
to fill ou t of Equality: And that beſides theſe, there 
were other juſt and weighty Cauſes, which ſeemed good ro the 
Queen and the Council, which were not meet at thas time 10 be 
ned 10 the Common People, Theſe were the Reaſons that 
Dr. Cole alledged for Cranmer's Execution, 3 
his Recantation; which plainly Evidences that the Romi 
Church can never heartily forgive a Heretick, ( as they are 
pleaſed to term the Proteſtants ) tho* they ſeem never ſo 
zealouſly to Embrace the Romiſh Faith. For tho' Cranmer was 
thus to be Executed, yet they looked upon him by reaſon of 
his Recantation to be a Convert to the Popiſh Religion; and 
therefore that he might be encouraged to dye therein, the 
aforeſaid Popiſh Dr. Cole, looking upon the Archbiſhop as 
ſuch, bid him not to miſtruſt any thing, but that he ſhould 
immediately receive the Reward which the good Thief did, 
to whom Chriſt ſaid, This Day ſbalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, 
And exhorted him to arm himſelf 2 the Terror of the 


Fire by what St. Paul ſaid, GOD is faithful, poo wel 3 

ed above whas you are to bear; and by the 

Example of the three Children, to whom 60D made the 

Flame ſeem like a Pleaſant Dew; * allo of the re- 

joyeing of St. Andrew on ** the patience of Sc. - 
| "pp 4 
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Laurence in the Fire: Aſſuring him, That GOD, to ſuch as 
dye in his Faith, will either abate the Fury of the Flame, or 
give him ſtrength to abide it. Then commend ing Cranmer, 
upon his late Converſion (as he called it) he ſaid that while 
he flowed in Riches and Honour, he was unworthy of his Life; 
and now that he might not live, he was unworthy of Death. 
But left he ſhould carry with him no Comfort, he affur'd him 
in the Name of all the Priefts there preſent, that immediate- 
ly after his Death, there ſhould be Dirges, Maſſes and 
Funerals executed for him, in all the Churches of Oxford, for 
the Succour of his Soul. — 

Cale having ended his Sermon or Oration, as the People 
were ready to depart, called them back, ſaying, Brethren, leſt 
any Man ſhould doubt of this Mans fincere Converſion and Repent- 


ance, you ſhall bear bim ſpeak; before you: And therefore I pray 
Jou, Mr. Cranmer, that you will now perform what you promiſed 


not long ago, namely, That you would openly expreſs the true and 
undoubred Profeſſion of your Faith, that you may take away all 
ſuſpieion from Men, and that all Men may nnderſtand that you are 


4 Catholiełk indeed. I will do it, ſaid the Archbiſhop, and with 


4 good Will. And therefore riſing up, and putting off his 
Cap, he began to ſpeak thus to the People, 1 defire you, well 
beloved Bretbren in the Lord, That you will pray to GOD for me, 


ih forgive me my Sins, which- above all Men, both in Number and 


Greazneſs I bave committed. But above all the reſt, ibere is one 
Offence which at this time doth moſt of al trouble me, of which 1 


ſha give you an Account by and by. And then he kneeled 
down and prayed. | After which he told the People, That 


every Man at the time of their Death deſired to give ſome good 
Exbor tation, that others might remember it, and be bertered tbere- 


' by: in like manner, ſaid he, I beſeech GOD, that J may ſpeak 


omerhing at this my departing, whereby GOD may be glorified, 


and you may be ediſied. And then having given ſeveral uleful 


and profitable Exhortations to the People, he concluded thus; 
And now, for as much as" ] am come to the laſt end of my Life, 
whereupon hange b all my Life paſſed, and all my Life to come; 


_ either to live with my Matter Chriſi for ever in Foy, or elſe to be 
in pain for ever with wicked Devils in Hell; and I ſee before 
mine Eyes preſently, either Heaven ready to receive me, or elſe 


4 


Hel ready to fwaliow me up; 1 ſhall therefore declare unto you 
my very Faith, ow -] believe, without any Colour or Diſſimula- 


tion; For now i no time to Diſſemble, whatſoever I have ſaid 
or Written in times paſt.” Firſt, I believe in GOD "the Father 
Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, &c. Aud IJ believe 
every Article of ibe Catholic Faith, every Word and Sentence 
$aupbr by our Saviour Feſus Cbriſt, bis Apoſtles and. Propbets, in 
be New and Old Teſtament. And now I come to the great thing 


that bas ſo muth troubled my Conſcience, more than any thing that 
ever I did or ſaid in my whole Life ; and that is, The ſetting 2 
broad of 4 Ifriting contrary to the Truth ; which now ßere 1 re. 


pounce 


younce and refuje, as. things written with my hand, contrary 10 


| Death, and to ſave my, Life, if it might be; and that is, all ſuch 

Bills and Papers which 1 have wrinen or ſigned with my band, 
fFnce my Degradation, wherein] baue written many things untrue. 
And foraſ much as my band offended, writing contrary to my heart, 


my band ſpall fot be peniſes therefore; for when I come to the 


Fire, it ſhall be firſt bu ned. And as for the Pope, 1 refuſe him, 
as Chriſt's Enemy, and Antichriſt, with all his falſe. Doctrine. 
And as for the Satrament, I believe as J have taught, in my 


Book againſt the Biſtop ef - Wincheſter ; the which my Book 


zexcherh ſo true a Doctrine of the Sacrament , that it ſhall 
ſtand at the laſt Day, before the Fudgment of GOD , where 
the Papiftical” Doctrine contrary. thereto , ſhall be aſhamed 10 
ſhow: her face. l oo We 

Certainly never was Popery more baffled, nor did the 


Papiſts ever receive a greater foil, than by this Declaration 
of the holy Martyr, at a time when they thought of nothing 
more than of Triumphing in his fall. Cole told the People 
they ſhould heag him make a true and undoubted Profeſſion 


of his Faith; and ſo they did; but it was ſuch a one as was 
to their Confuſion. And tho' at the hearing of it, t 


were fill'd with all the utmoſt Rage imaginable. againſt him, 


yet they knew not how to help themſelves; nor revenge the 
Affront he had put upon them. His Death was reſolved on 
before, and they could but burn him now. They looked one 


upon another as Perſons amazed, and that doubted whether 


they might believe their own Ears ; ſo greatly were their Ex- 
pectations diſappointed. '.- Surely their Cruelty, was never 
better met withal, nor, their hopes more notably deluded-: 
For it is not to be doubted but they looked for a mighty 


Victory, and a perpetual Triumph of Glory by his Recanta- : 


tion. Thus can the Divine Wiſdom catch the Wiſe in their 
oun Craftineſs; and bring Good out of. Evil, making Cran- 
mers fall tend to the Riling of the Truth; and cauſing him 
to give a greater Blow unto it's Adverſaries. c 
But having heard him ſpeak ſo far, they could bear no lon- 
ger; for even Cole, that before had bid him ſpeak, now cried 
out, Stop the Herertick's Mouth, and take bim away: Upon 
which, he was immediately pulled down, and led to the Fire, 
being bitterly taunted at, all the way as he went by the Rabble 
of Fryars that followed him, and whoſe Rage and Malice he 
had ſo notably defeated. | | 
When he was taftned to the ſtake, as ſoon as ever the Flame 
began to aſcend, lifting} up his left Hand to Heaven, he thruſt 
forth his Right Hand into the Flame; and there, with a moſt 
admirable Conſtancy, continued it, until it was conſumed, only 
once drawing it in, and with it ftroking his Beard. At length 
the raging; Flame ſpreading it (elf, lifting up his Eyes towards 
Heaven, he cried out, Lord, Receive my Spirit; and his Body 


abiding, 
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the Truth which J thought in my heart; and written for fear of 


* 
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abiding as immoveable as the Stake to which he was 
he patiently endured the Violence of the Fire, until he at laſt 
expired : It being peculiarly obſerved of him, that after his 
Body was conſumed to Aſhes, his Heart was found intire and 
entouched. Had fuch a thing been found in any of the Popiſh 
Party, it would no doubt have been Recorded for a Mirace, 
_ that Miracle would have been ſufficient to have Sainted 

Im. f 4 

Thus, through the Divine Aſſiſtance of 1quermg- 
Grace, did the holy Archbiſhop witneſs a good Confeſſion at 
his Death, and thereby overcome and defeat the Malice of 
his Enemies; and the Queen, who would have had him damn'4 
as well as burn'd, was defeated of her Expectation; not meet- 
ing with the ſame Succeis in Cranmer, as ſhe did in the Duse 
of Northumberland, whom, out of a ſecret hope of promiſed 
Life, ſhe cauſed to dye in his Apoſtacy from the Truth. But 
tho the eou'd'nt have her will upon Cramer, ſhe wreaked her 
Rage on the reſt of the Surviving Martyrs, ſparing neither 
Age nor Sex; making the Nation blaze in every Quarter, 
with the Fires that conſumed the Martyrs z burning even Wo- 


men great with Child, and thereby deftroying unborn Here. 
ticks; for one Paratize the Daughter of Kalte Concbes, 
was burned with her Mother and Siſter, in the He of Guern- 
„ all three in one Fire; and Paratine being big with Child, 
force of the Fire cauſed her Womb to durſt, and out came 
2 living Male Child, which was taken from her by the Officer, 
and afterwards thrown into the fire again, by the Command 
of Jacques Amy, the Dean of the faid Ifte, and. cruelly burned 
with its Grandwother, Mother and Auntza Murder ſo bar- 
barous, that no Savage Nation could be guilty of a work ; 
nor does any Hiftory that I know of, afford us a more Execra- 
ble Inſtance of Popiſh Rage and Cruelty. 
But as Queen Mary fought againſt GOD, in deftroying his 
People, ſuppreſſing his Truth, and ſetting up abominablc 
Idolatry in the Room thereof; ſo GOD alto fought againſt 
Der, and hlafted all her hopes, giving her a Barren Womb a 
dry Breſts; her Husband, though born and bred a Papiſt, ye 
Hat ing her Bloody and Cruel Diſpoſition, and } of whe 
foul play ſhe deſigned to put upon him about an Heir, went 
away and left her, and never returned again: And by en- 
gaging ber ſelf in a War with France, ſhe loft Calas, which 
Bad been in the Poſfeſſion of the Exgliſb above two hundred 
years, and which was now loft in Six Days. A Joſs that fo 
ieved the Queen that ſhe did not long ſurvive it; and be- 
mg comforted by ſome of her Friends in the time of ber dick · 
refs, who thought ſhe had grieved for the Abſence of her 
Husband, fhe refuſed to be comforted, giving her ſelf wholly 
over to Melancholly, and telling them, That ſhe died, but the 
true Cauſe of her Death they were ignorant of, which if 
they defired to know, they ſhould after hey Deacks diflett har 
| heart, 
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heart, and there they ſhould find Calais. Intimating by that, x 
the loſs of Calais had occaſioned this Fatal Grief, which was | 
likewiſe thought to have been increaſed by the Death of the 
Emperour her Father-in-Law. The Truth is, her Liver being 
over-cooled by a Mole, theſe things peradventure might + 
haſten her end, which could not otherwiſe be far from her, 
and caſt her by degrees into that kind of Dropſy, which Phy- 
ſicians call Aſcites. This Dropſy being not diſcovered in tim 
deceived ber Phyſiclans, who believed that ſhe had conceiv 
by King Philip, whereas ſhe bred nothing but her own Death. 
So that mature Remedies being not applied, and ſhe not ob- 
ſerving a fit Diet, ſhe fell into à Fever, which increaſing by 
little and little, at laſt ended in her Death, after ſhe had lived 
Forty three years, and Reigned ( like a Fury ) Five Years, 
four Months, and eleven Days: Her Reign being begun,. 
continued, and ended in Blood; being happy in nothing but 
in the ſhortneſs of it; and that, ſeeking by ſuch violent 
means, to Eftabliſh Popery,ſhe did moſt effectually root it out 
Her Reign and Name being ſeldom mentioned without horror 
andthe utmoſt deteſtation zuntil the late Reign ef a Second 
Queen Mary, had endeared that Name to the Nation ; being 
more Eminent for a Merciful and Vertuous Queen, than Mary 
otra was deteſtable for her furious Rage, and bloody 
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izabeth, the ſecond Daughter of Henry the Eighth, by 

E. lis ſecond Wije Ann Bolen, being wonderfully prejerved in 
the late Reign, ſucceeded next to Queen Mary ber balf-Sifter, 

and reſtored the Reformation, for which ſhe was Excommunicared 
by ibe Pope, and her Subjects abſolved from their Allegiance z 
which occaſioned Plot upon Plot, and Rebellion upon Rebellion ; the 
Roman Party ſtriving to cut ber off by Treachery,' or detbrone ber 
by Force. But it pleaſed 60 D jo to diſappoint their Defign that 
in ſpite of all ber Enemies, ſbe was bleſſed with a glorious Reign 
of Forty four Tears. Memorable was the Tear 1688, for the 
Spaniſh Invaſion, attempted by King Philip with bis Invincible 
Armada, but diſappointed by GO D's Providence. Whereupon 
Queen Elizabeth purſuing her Blow, carried on the War againſt 
Spain, with ſo much Conduct and Succeſs, both in Europe and 
America, that the Engliſh became every where a Terror to the 
Spaniards; and the very Names of our Chief Commanders, 

oward, Eſſex, Norris, Drake, and Raleigh, ruch un Awe 
upon them. Thus Queen Elizabeth became ſuch 4 Scourge to the 
Monarchy of Spain, that it decay d ever fince, and could never 
recover it ſelf to this day. In Ireland ſhe quelled two great Re- 
bellions, one headed by O Neal, and the other by Tir Owen. 
"The New-ſprung States of Holland ſhe cheriſhed, and protected 
againſi the Attempts of Spain. The whole Ocean She commanded ; 
and ſo great was her Fame, that it was reſpetted even by the 
Muſcovites, Turks, Perſians and Tartars, and ber very Enemies. 
Unhappily (he conſented to the Death of that Unfortunate Princeſs 
Mary Queen of Scots, who being outed of her Dominion by 4 
Potent Faction, was compelled to fly for ſhelter into England; 
where, upon a Charge of Treaſon againſt ber, aul after a nedious 
Imprijonment at Fotheringhay*Caftle, ſh? was at laſt Condemned 
and Beheaded, The Earl of Eflex bis Veutb, was alſo very much 
lamented by the Queen, whoſe Favour, more than bis Crime, was 
the occaſion of bis Fall, Ile Queen ber ſelf lived but two Tears 
efter, and died 4 Maiden (but an Heroick) Queen, March 24. 1602. 
in 
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in the Sixty nimb Lear of ber Age, and the Forty fifth of ber 
Reign. A Queen whoſe incomparable Wiſdom will ever be ad- 
mired by future Ages, as the Wonder of ber Time, and 4 Pattern 
10 Princes of the better Sex, 'Twas in ber, Reign that Famous 
Sir Francis Drake travelled round the World in tree Tears wants 
ing twelve Days; and Forbuſher, anoiber of our great Seamen of 
that Age, ſailed to the North-Eaſt 4 great way farther than any 
bal done before bim. In the Honour of this Virgin-Queen it was, 
that Virginia came 10 be ſo called, Thus far her General 


Her Secret Hiſtory will be contained in leſs. room than that of 
herPredeceſſors,and in very much leſs than that of herSucceſſors, 
tho her Reign was longer. And indeed Queen Elizabeth has left 
ſo great a Stock of Credit and Reputation behind her, that 
the Reader may perhaps wonder that there ſhould be any 
room for a Secret Hiſtory in her Reign, ſince the Honour and 
Intereſt of England, and the Good of her People, was the 
great Defign ſhe aim'd at; in which ſhe had no Secret Re- 
ſerves, but ſtill appeared above- board. But in anſwer to this, 
the Reader ought to eonſider, that as even Silver Cynthia her 
ſelf, that Queen of Heaven, againſt which the Dogs ſo often 
bark in vain, is not without ker Spots; ſo neither was this 
Vertuous Princeſs ſo free from thoſe Imperfections which are 
the conſtant Concomitants of Corrupted Nature, as to be 
Exempted from all Blemiſhes : For as tis ſcarce to be expected, 
-but that the Liquor {hould have ſome Reliſh of the Cask 
which contain'd it; ſo neither ought we to think it ſtrange, 
that in. a Reign of Four and forty Years,. Elizabeth ſhould not 
ſhew her ſelf to be the Daughter of King Henry the Eighth, 
from whom she was deſcended. And fince it is the Deſign o 
our Secret Hiſtory, to ſet the Secret Practices of Princes in the 
trueft Light, 1 ſee no Reaſon why Elizabeth Should be ex- 
empted; or our Hiſtory, for her ſake, be accounted Partial. 
When emp Elizabeth came to take Poſſeſſion of the Throne, 
vacant by the Death of her Siſter, she found the Government 
in the hands of Papiſts, the Proteſtants and Fayourers of the 
Reformation having been all ſuppreſſed in her Siſters Reign, 
and ſeveral of the moſt Eminent put to Death: So that Eli- 
beth ſeemed to be at a ſtand, as to what she should do. To 
advance the Proteſtants, and introduce the Reformed Reli- 
gion, would be to act contrary to the Laws in being, and to 
ſet the whole Kingdom againſt her: For tho' the People 
were generally againſt thoſe Flaming Executions which were 
ſo frequent in her Siſters Reign; yet they were for Popery 
moderated, and not for making a total Change; nor did the 
Queen indeed deſign it: For tho' she very well knew the 
Proteſtants were of her fide, yet she was not willing at firſt 
ſo far to indulge. them, as to diſoblige thoſe of the Popish 
Party; for she her ſelf had the Popish Service faid bee 
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her; only she indeed forbid the Archbishop of Terk, whey 
he celebrated Divine Service (or ſaid Maſs) before her, to 
Elevate the Hoſt for Adoration 5 by which he was ſo much 
diſobliged, that he refuſed to perform the Ceremony of her 
—— „which therefore was done by Dr. Ogletbory Bishop 
O 4 arli . ts : 

Elizabeth was hardly well ſeated in her Throne, but that 

Phjlip receiving certain Information of his "Wife's 
(Queen Marys) Death, and fearing to loſe the Strength and 
Title of the Kingdom of England, which he had found to be 
very uſeful to him, and ſuſpetting that the Kingdoms of 

land, Ireland and Scotland, by Mary Queen of Scots, might 
at length grow into one Body with the Kingdom of France; 
he by the Earl of Feria, (whom he had ſent to ſee his Queen 
lying Sick, and alſo to viſit Zlizebetb) now dealeth ſeriouſly 
with the New Queen, concerning the Matter of Marri 
with himſelf, offering and promiſing to get a Peculiar Difpen. 
ſation from the Pope, for the Allowance of the ſame. And 
this Buſineſs was no little trouble to the Queen, who ſeemed 
to have ſome Inclination thereunto; being ever and anon 
admiring and talking of the Behaviour of ſo great a Prince; 
- how compounded: with Grace and Comelineſs, how full of 
Majefty and Princely Co t he was; whichſufficiently 
Shewed how well she have liked him; Which was ſo 
diſcernable to ſome of her Counſellors, that (in order to pre- 
vent it) they declaimed againſt the Pride and Haughtineſs of 
the Spanish Nation; and how ill agreeing with the Temper 
and Manners of the Engliſh: And yet doubting fill which way 
she might incline, they dealt ſo plainly with her, as to tell 
her, that if she accepted of the Spanish Match, both she 
and her Friends were utterly undone; and the hopes they 
had entertained of Reſtoring the Reformed Religion, wopld all 
prove Abortive. 

But if there had not been ſome more Prevailing Arguments 
than theſe, which made it her Intereſt as well as Duty, to re- 
fuſethis Match, no doubt but the Queen, in this irreſolnte 
State in which she was at firft, might have eaſily conſented 
to King Philip's Courtship. But the true tho* Secret Reaſon 

that put her off from, aud made her reſolve againſt it, was 
this; She should thereby confirm the Lawfulnefs of her Fa- 
ther's Marriage with Queen Katharine, and tacitly acknow- 
ledge her being begotten in an Adutterons Bed: For there is 
the Tame Parity ot Reaſon againſt a 'Sifter's Marrying her 
Siſters Husband, as there is againſt a Brothers Marrying her 
Brothers Wife; and that it was therefore unlawful ; And 
that the Pope's Diſpenſation was invalid, and could not diſ- 
2 with the Poſitive Law of GOP, was that which juſti- 

ed her Father in his ſecond Marriage; and conſequently 
made her a Legitimate Child, and capable of Inheriting the 
Cromn of England. If th she should now * 
We] E 
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s Diſpenſation; and grant that it could make her 
he Be with King Philip lawful, ſhe muſt then likewiſi 
allow that it was lawtul in her Father to Marry with his Bro- 
chers Widow; and if ſo, than ſhe muſt be Illegitimate, being 
begotten of An Belen during Queen Katharine Life: Whick 
being granted, ſhe had no Right to the Crown, and then 
' Queen of Scots would come in as the next Heir. T 
Reaſons were of that Weight, that they eaſily turned the Bak 
tance ; for at the ſame time that ſhe made Philip a King, the | 
Virtually deprived her ſelf of the Title and Rigit of being a 
Queen, (of England, 1 mean; for Queen of Spein she woull 
have been by her Marriage with Philip.) | A; 
Upon grounds therefore it was reſolved to quit aff 
thoughts of this Spaniſh Match, Tho? not without ſome re- 
ret, at thoſe Circumſtances which obliged her to rejett it: 
For she conſidered that she should thereby reſect the mighti= 
eſt Prince of all Europe; and not only fo, but one that had 
deſerved well at her hands, whilſt he was her Siſter's Husband, 
as being a Means both of her Liberty and Preſervation ; and 
that now of his own accord he ſued to her for Martiage 4 She 
thought that 'to deny him, would at leaft cauſe her Wiſdom 
to be called in queſtion, if not her Gratitude alſu. And the 
French King gs lo afraid thereof, and ſo netled at the hear 
ing of the News, and that thereby England was like co deave 
to the King of Spain his mortal Enemy, that he made all the 
Intereſt he could at Rome, by the Interceſſion of the Bishop 
of Engouleſm, that no Diſpenſation to that purpoſe might be 
granted, foraſmuch as Queen Elizabeth was known to favour 
the Dodtrine of the Proteſtants; vfing his Intereſt alſo with 
the that it might be declared unlawful : Whilft the 
Speniſh Ambaſſador, to the end he might procure this Mar- 
riage, ſecretly perfwades the Papiſts, that there was no other 
way left for the Preſervation of the Catholick Religion, and 
their Ancient Honours and Renown. Thus we ſee that 
France was as much afraid, as Spain was defirous of this Match. 
But tho the Reaſons formerly mentioned had abſolutely taken 
the Queen's thoughts off from the Marriage (which were much 
confirmed by the Account. she had that the French King was 
buſy at Rome, to have Mary Queen of Scots declared Queen of 
England ) yet she was not willing to break off rudely with the 
King of Spain. And therefore that she might deny him witk- 
out denying Him, she became fully reſolved to bring in an Al- 
teration of Religion out of hand, believing that upon a 
change of Religion, King Philip's Mind would alſo be changed, 
from wakiog any further mention of Marriage. So that the 
Expelling of Popery, and the Eftabliſking of the Proteſtant 
Religion, was perhaps brought about as much out of Neceſlity 
m Choice. And this appears the more probable, becauſe be- 
fare ſhe went about this, ſhe entered into a Secret Conſulta- 
tion with ber moſt intimate Councellors, to weigh — — 


— 
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ſote · hand what might be the Dangers that might ariſe from 

hence, and what Reaſons ſhould hinder their Proceedings, 
After ſerious Conſultation and deliberate, weighing of things, 
they divided the Dangers. to which the Reformation was Ex- 
poſed, into two Claſſis; to. wit, Dangers from Abroad, and 


- Dangers at Home. The Dangers from Abroad, they found 
would be theſe: The Pope would. ſend forth his Thunder 


Bolts. of Excommunication, and expoſe the Kingdom as a Pr, 
to thoſe that would invade it: Alſo the French King woul 
from thence take occaſion to procraſtinate, or put off the 


Buſineſs of the Peace began at Cambray, or rather would wage 


War with the Engliſh in the Queen of Scots Quarrel, and per- 
ſecute them not as Enemies only, but alſo. as Hereticks ; and 
ſtir up Scotland likewiſe to do the ſame, which was now at 
the French Kings Beck and Command. The Þiſþ likewiſe, 
who were moſt obſtinately addicted to the Roman Religion, 
would break out into Seditions and Rebellions. There was 
danget alſo from the King of Spain, who was potent in the 
Netherlands, that Neighboured upon us. The Remedies. to 
be applied to theſe Dangers, were, That the. Pope's Excom- 
munication is to be looked upon only as a Scare-Crow, and 
not to be feared. For Peace with the French, they thought 
it very neceſſary, and therefore to entertain it if it be offered 


- and if it be not, rather to ſue for it than go without it, be- 


.Cauſe a Peace with France, includes a Peace with Scotland allo, 


' Nevertheleſs the Proteſtants of France and Scotland, were in 
no caſe to be forſaken. And Beywick and the Borders of Scot. 
land, as alſo Ireland, were to be ſecured with greater Gariſons ; 


but the Friendſhip of the King of Spain was thought fitting, 
by all means to be procured, and the Ancient Burgundian 
League confirmed. Thus much for the Dangers expected 


* 


from Abroad. 


Ihe Dangers to be expected at Home, were ſuch as would 
proceed from the Lords that were removed from the Council, 


and from the Biſhops that upon ſuch a Change muſt be dif- 
placed, with their depending Eccleſiaſtical Officers; alſo from 


_ the Judges that adminiftred, Juſtice ; likewiſe from the Juſtices 


of Peace in the ſeveral Counties; and from thoſe Lay - Perſons 
that are of greateſt Wealth and Reputation, and yet are de- 


voted to the Romiſh Religion. And as to all theſe, they con- 
cluded that they muſt be diſplaced out of all Offices of Power 


and Truft, and kept in Obedience by the ſeverity of Laws, 
and none but Proteſtants admitted to any place of Govern- 
ment, nor into the Colledges of either Univerſity; And 
further determined to remove all Popish Maſters. or Preſi- 
gents out of both Univerſities, and the School maſters from 


incheſter, Eaton, and other Schools, The reſult of this Ca- 


binet Council being that the dangers neither from Abroad, 


nor at Home, could be ſo great in Aholishing Popery, as it 
A ould be in Embracing, of K. But that however they yr 5 
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bting about the Change gradually, and in the firſt Place get 
| her Right to the Crown Recognized by Parliament. And 
i accordingly the Queen gave à Check, to tue forwardneſs of 
ſome Miniſters that being impatient of delay, were willing to 
anticipate the Laus, and deliver the Proteſtant Dottr:ns in 
publick Aſſemblies, whilft the Popiſh Laws were in Force. 
And yet to ſtay their Stomachs, and keep up their hopes, ſhe 
permitted the Epiſtles, Goſpels, and the Ten Commandments, 
to be Read to the People in the Engliſb Tongue, but without 
any Commentary or Expoſition ; and ſoon atter allowed the 
Lord's-Prayer, Apoſtle's Creed, and the Letany alſo, to be 
Read in the Engliſh Tongue. But in all other matters th 
were to conſorm to the Romiſh Rite and Cuſtom, till order 
could be taken for the Eſtabliſhing Religion by Authority of 
Parliament. ys > : | 
A few days after the Queen had been Solemnly Crowned 
with the utmoſt Expreſſions of Joy by the People; the Par- 
lament was Aſſembled; wherein, to the Queens great Satis- 
faction, it was by their Suffrages, firſt ot all Enacted, That 
Elizabeth war, and that by Divine Right, the Civil Law of Eng- 
land, and the Statutes of the Kingdom, ought to be, the Lawful, 
Vndoubted, and Certain Queen of Eagand ; and juſtly: and law- 
fully deſcended from the Blood Royal, according o the Order of 
Succeſſion, ſer down by rhe Nobles, nd body of abe Kingdom, in 
the 25th year of the Reign of King Henry tbe Eighth. This 
Act fixed the Queen upon the Throne, her Title being but 
precarious before, foraſmuch as there was a Law in being 
whereby her Father had Excluded her from the Succeſſion of 
the Kingdom, And that this Law was not Repealed at this 
time, was moſt certainly a. falſe ftep, becauſe it afterwards 
gave occaſion to diſſaffected Perſons to engage themſelves in 
Treacherous Practices againft her, as being an unlawful 
Queen. But perhaps Sir Nicholas Bacon (upon wholeWiſdom the 
Queen relied in things of that Nature, as on an Oracle of the 
Law ) thought the repealing of that Law was needleſs, 
becauſe it is a Known: Maxime in the Law, That the Crown 
takes away all Di fects. It was therefore by ſome thought to 
be fo far from a Fault, in Sir Nicholas that it was imputed to 
him as a piece of Wiſdom, not to ruh up an old Sore; be- 
cauſe that which made for Elizabeth, reflected upon May; 
and therefore he thought it was beſt to let that alone, and | 
only take notice of that Act which was provided for the Fame Þ 
and Dignity of both alike, R ag. Pa. 
And no doubt the Queen was very well fatished in what 
was done, or elſe ſhe would have taken ſome farther care a- - 
bout it 3 for no one could be more Tenacious of her Title to 
the Crown than ſhe ; which led her into ſome Practiſes which * 
were not ſo much for her Honour, nor comporting with the 
ſtrict Laws of Juſtice ; for it was upon the Qaeen's Conſcis 
ouſneſs of ſome Defe& in her * Title, and of the Right 
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chat thereby reſided. in the Perſon of Mary Queen of Scots, 
the * Heir of Margaret, Eldeft Daughter of 
the Sevehth, that ſhe always looked upon her with an Evit_ 
Eye; and to whom ſhe would be never reconciled', dut 
putſued her with her hate, even to the Scaffold: And this 
being one of the rea: Blemiſhes of this Queens Reign, uin 

require to be infifted on ſomewhat largely, that things may 

. © be ſet ina true Light. For as to what the Queen did with 

|  - reſpeſt to Arthur Pool and his Brother, who were great 

1 ' Grand Children to George Duke of Clarence, Brother to King 

[ Edward the Fourth, and to Autbony Forteſcue, who had Martie £2 

their Siſter; it rather ſhewed that the Queen looked ſharply 
about her, and ſaw-where there could be the leaft pretences' 
to Royalty, than that there was any great matter in it, And 
the Mercy-ſhe ſhewed them after. Sentence was paſt, ſhewed 
both her regard to the Royal Blood of the Planreginers ; and 
alſo how little ſhe feared what they could do; they being de- 
ſcended from the Second Brother, whereas claimed 

from the Firſt, her Father being the Son of Flizaberb, Eldeſt 
Daughter of King Edward the Fourth. But the Lady N. 
tharine Gray, Daughter to Henry Gray Duke of Suffalt, ( and 

| Siſter to the Vertuous Lady Fane, who was unhappily pro- 

| claimed Queen after the Death of King Edward the Sixth) 

| who was much nearer to the Queen in Blood, was more ſharp- 

ly handled for a" ſmaller Fault: For being Grand-Daughter 

| to the other Siſter of Henry the Eighth, and Married to Henry | 

| Eldeſt Son of the Earl of Pembrook, and ſoon after lawfully - 

| uivorced, and long time neglected; when ſhe was with Child, 

| 


und ready to be delivered, was caſt into the Tower of London; 
profeſſing that ſhe was joyned in lawful Wedlock with Edwar 
| Seymour Earl of Hartford, and by him gotten with Child. 
= He being ſent. for out of France, whither he was gone for his 
: Pleaſure, with the Queen's leave, openly profeſſed the ſame, 
| und was in like manner clapped up in the Tower. And then 
| the Archbishop of Canterbury, and others, were made Dele- 
| gates, to beat and determine the Cauſe without all Appeal. 
| And when he could not within a time preſcribed produce Wit- 
*? nefſes of the Marriage, # Definitive Sentence was pronounced 
by the Archbishop, That ke bad bad undue and unlawful Carnal 
| Copula ion with her; and that for ſuch rheir Exceſs, both be and 
| ſhe, were wo be 22 according io their Deſerts, This Sen- 
| tee, as Unjult, Unreaſonable, and Null, was by Mr. fobn 
| . Hales, a very Learned and Able Lawyer, oppoſed z' who 
| argued that they were lawful Man and Wife by their Sole 
| Conſent : Whereupon be alſo was committed to Cuſtody ; 
which was more an Effect of Arbitrary Power, than of Legal 
Authority : The Lady ſoon after was brought abed of her 
© Firſt born Son in the Tower, and had alſo another by the 
. ame Earl of Zertford her Husband ; they having Corrupted 
their Keepers; for which the Lieutenant of the Tower ou . 
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turned out of his Place, and made a Priſongr himſelf And the 
Farl of Hereford Was. a0 ed in the Star Chamber of a thier 
fald Crime: To wit, That he had defloyred a Virgin of 
tho Blood Royal in the yup Houſe ; that he had broken 
Priſon, 3 and that be had Ravished her a Second, time. "The. 
Earl ſtill proteſting that be had Lavfully contracted Matri- 
mony with her ; but owning that he had pales through che 
Doors of my Priſon, ſtanding open; co 


omfort her wha 
mogrned for the Sentence pronounced, and pad paid, his 
Marriage Debt. Whereupou be was for every Crime faced, 
| fre Thouſand Pounds, an : hept in Prĩſon =; 1825 ch mg 
ears, in vain. interpoſing his Appeal againft the Archbi | 
Sentence; which before he Ran rs his Liberty, Ro 
ed publickly to renounce. During the Eart's. Confige- 
ment, his Counteſs, the Lady Katharine: Gray, a Priſoner likes 
"nile, though kept from bim, fell fick of a Fever, and there 
ended her Days : But before sbe died, she ſent for oy 
Lieutenant of the Tower, and by him crayed Pardon of the 
| Queen for the contracting of Matrimony without her Privity'y 
proteſting, that was all the Crime she knew her ſelf guilcy 
af; commending her Children to the Queen's' Protettion, 
and defiring that Hertford might obtain his Liberty. This 
was it ſeems the whole of that mighty Crime, for which Se 
ſuffered ſo ſevere an Impriſonment, and died Priſoner: 
Which yet bath the Archbishop (to comply wich the N | 
humour) would make, at the beft, an undueand unlawful = 
Carnal Copulation; and, as appears by the Sentence in the 
Star:Chamber,, 90 leſs than a Rape: When in truth, the 
Crime was np more than a Man's lying with his on Wife, 
having Married her without her Kinlwoman's Conſent. But 
the Secret Reaſon of all this Severity was, left the Lady -- 
Kattarine,, being ot the Royal Blood, zhould have made any _ 
Pretences to the . Crown 3” which was the great Noli me f 
gere of this Queen. And this was. the Original Quarrel be- 
tween bet and Mary Queen of Scott; whote ſtory we will 
next review. . E | | a inthe 
To ſearch into the Original of the difference between the 
two Queens, it will be neceſſary to obſerye that Mary Queen 
of Scotland being Married to Franti the Dauphin of - France 4 
the French King had an Eye upon England, as that to which _ 
be judged the Dauphia ia right of his Wife had a juſt Claim 
and therefore tho he had made Peace with Queen Eligaberh, 
by vertue whereaf he was to draw his French Forces out ot 
Scotland; yet he not only delayed fo to do, but under- 
hand ſent more; and at the ſame time earneſtly dealt wit 
the Pope, that he would pronounce Queen Eliqaverb an » 
tick, and Illegitimate, and (which was the delign and necel>. 
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ſary Conſequence thereof) Mary Queen of Scotland, to bs 


Lawful Queen of Exglend: Which notwithſtanding b 
d Sad 8 — by N Agents at Rome a moſt 
a 


Careful 7 
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carefully, but at the ſame time cloſely and ſecretly labour 
to crols; the Intereſt of Princes bearing more ſway all 
them than Religion. Nevertheleſs the Guiſes had put the 
French King, being Ambitiouſly credulous, into ſuch ſweet 
hopes of joyning England to the Scepter of France, by the 
Queen of Scots their Niece, that he openly” claimed England 
for his Son and Davghter-in-Law ; and commanded, when he 
could not prevail at Rome, that in all Publick Inſtruments 
they should uſe this Title, FRANCIS AND MARY Br TAE 
GRACE'OF GOD'KING AND QUEEN OF SCOTLAND, 
ENGLAND AND IRELAND; and every where ſet forth 
the Arms of the Kingdom of England,” quartered with the 
Arms of Scotland, in their Houshold-ftuff, and painted upon 
the Walls, and wrought into the Coat of Arms of their. 
Hleralds; whilft the Engliſb Ambaſſador in vain complained 
of the Injury hexeby dene to Queen Elizabeth, with whom he 
had very lately contracted Amity; foraſmuch as be had not 
done it whiſe Queen Mary lived, who had denounced War 
againſt him. levied alſo Men, both Horſe and Foot, in 
France and Germany, to be tranſported into thoſe parts of 
Scotland that were bordering upon England. S9 that Queen 
Elizgbetb had Reaſon'to be jealous of the Deſigns of the French 
King; eſpecially. fince he breathed forth nothing but Blood 
and Slaughter.againft the Proteſtants. ' But all his Attempts 
were cut off by ſudden Death, which arrefted him as he was 
running at Lit, at the Nuptial Solemnities of his Daughter 
with the Spaniard, and his Siſter with the Savoiard, This 
happened ſeaſonably for Queen Eligibetb, whom, for all the 
Peace he had made with her, he intended to have affailed 
(both as an Heretick and Inegitimate) with all the Power 
he could; on the one fide out of Seorland, and on the other 
out of France: Which yet che Queen ſo far diſſembled the 
knowledge of, that to do him Honour (being dead) she 
ſolenized his Funeral, as for a King ber Friend; with great 
Pomp in St. Faul's Church in London; and alſo condoled the 
Son by an Ambaſſador, for his Fathers Death; and at the tame 
time, congratulating. his Succeſſion, put him in mind to ob- 


ſerve the Amity lately entred into. a | 

But Francis the new King, and the Queen of Scors his Wife, 
by che Advice of the Gnrjes, who now in a manner bare all 
the ſway. in France,) pretended openly to be King and Queen 
of England and Jreland, and abſtained not from the Arms of 
England, which they had before Ulurped, but more and more 
"Shewed them abroad every where. And tho' Sir Nicholas 
Throckmarto7,, Who was Leiger- Ambaſſador there, on the 
Queen's behalf, sharply Expoſtulated the matter with them 
about it; yet they anſwered, That it was lawful for the 
Queen of Scots to bear them, with ſome ſmall Note of Differ- 
ence; tu Shew the nearneſs of her Kindred to the Blood 
Royal of Exgland: This Throckmor ton abſolutely denied; 
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Fewing it was contrary to the Laws of Arms, to uſurp the 
Arms of any Family, who is not born of a certain and known 
Heir of the. ſame Houſe :. Then she urged that she arroga- 
red thoſe Arms to no. other purpoſe but that the Queen of 
England should abſtain from the Arms of France, But to 
this Throckmorton anſwered, (which Dr. Votton had alſo be- 
fore alledged in the Treaty of Cambray ) that Twelve _ 
of England had born the Arms of France, and that with ſo 
undoubted a Right, that in all the Confederacies between the 
Engliſh and the French, nothing had been provided to the 
contrary. At laſt, through the Mediation of Montmoreney 
who was an Emulator of the Guiſaus, they wholly abſtain 
from the Title and Arms of England and Ireland ; he think- 
ing it to be no Honour to the Kingdom of France, that any 
Title or Arms should be aſſumed or Engraved in the Kings 
Seal, than thoſe of the King of France; and that this one 
Title was as good as many. He shewed allo that the former 
Kings had uſed no other Title when they proſecuted their 
Right to Naples and Milan. ou ; 

I have been the larger in reciting thele things, becauſe in- 
deed from this Title and Arms, which through, the Perſwaſion 
of the Guiſes, Henry King, of France had perſwaded the Queen 
of Scots to Aſſume, being then in her Tender Age, flowed, as 
from a Fountain, all the Calamities wherein that Queen was 
afterwards involved. For hereupon Queen Elizaberb. looked 


upon the Guiſes, as her Mortal Enemies, and on the Queen 


+ 


ol Scots as an Aſpu ing Woman, and therefore bore a ſecret 
| Grudge agazaft her; which the ſabtile Malice of Men of 


both tides; cherished ; Emulation growing betwixt them, 
and new occalions daily ariſing: Queen Elizabeth. holding 
her ſelf obliged by the Impulſe of Natuxe, Honour, and Re- 
ligion, ta oppoſe her, (as afterwards she did) to the Death? 
herein it may be there was no leſs of Envy, .than-Reaſon of 
State; being perhaps as much offended with. her Per ſections 
as Pretenſions: For Sir Winſton Cburchil, ſpeaking. of-theſe 
two Queens, jays, of the Queen of Scots, That hg. was a 
Lady that Equalled her in-all,, Surmounted hex. in ſome, and 
was inferiour to her in no reſpects, but that of, Fortune ww ; 
For it was, Flattery and Feminine Diſdain that, without, dou! 
firſt divided them, beyond what the difference. of Nation, 
Intereſt, or Religion could have done; which heightening 
their mutual Jealouſies, menüs engaged them before they 
were aware, ih ſuch a Game of Wit and Faction, as brought 
all that eicher had at laſt ro. ſtake, and made them lo.wary . 
in their Play on both ſides, that the Set ended not as Jong $ | 


che one lived, and the other Reigned. | 


. 4 1 


The Queen of Scots had the Advantage of Queen bah, 
* 


by the, Kings in her Stock, (to purſue the Metaphor 
Game at Cards) the, Kings of Erance and Spain þ ing, her 
ſecret Friends and Well-willers ; not to mention the nearer 
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Obligations of her own Son, being then but young; and 
Pope ever reatty to pack the Cards for her, AS 2 fe 
The Advantage Queen Elizabeth, hall was Aftogether as great; - 
for tho? Queen Mary had 'moſt Kings in her Stock, yet Jueeg 
Eligabetb kept the Knaves in her hand; all the Factiqus De- 
magogues of Srot fand being at her Devotion; and ſd de- 
pendant on her Power, that their Difloyalty ftood her in 
much ftead, as the Loyalty of her own Subjefts; and where. 
of ſhe made ſo good uſe, that her over match'd Rival bein 
never able to fix their Obedience, much lefs recover their 
— ſhe was fain to ſeek for help abroad, And after 
; became a Priſoner , finding none ſhe could truft, was 
forced to attempt her Freedom ſingly; proceeding therein, 
for want of due Intelligence, by ſuch indirect ways and means 
as proved very unprofperous ; for till the more ſhe ftirr'd, 
mme mare ſhe intangled her ſelf, faſtening her Bonds beyond 
un poſſibility of being thaken off again; which, (had sie 
fat Kill ) might poſſibly have looſened of themſelves: Nei- 
ther could it prove otherwiſe, while She was neither able td 
take right meaſures of her Adverſaries ftrength, nor of her 
own weakneſs; Queen Hligabeth having mote Subjects than 
me knew of; for the had got the Aſcendant of her Neigh- 
bours ſo'far, that like her Father Henry, where ſhe made not 
Kings, ſhe gave them Laws. But thefe things will be beſt 
made appear, by a Review of what paſſed between the Queen 
of 'Frots and Queen Elizabeib. „ 
. _ There having been a Treaty made with the Scots by the 
Queens Commiſſioners at Edinburgh, which was confirmed ant 
Solemnly Sworn. to by Queen Z/zzeaberh, according to a Pro- 
wifion made therein, ſhe ſent over to France, to have it there 
Confirmed, (as it was agreed in the Treaty) dy the French 
Finz and his Wife, che Queen of Scotland; but they both 
Tetnted jt: And it happening that Francis died ſoon after, 
ant the Queen of Scotland being a Widdow, ſhe was then a 
1 by Queen Elizabeth to ratify the faid Treaty; 
ur ſhe ſtill refuſed it, giving no other Anſwer, but chat (he 
mut deliberately- determine of ſo great a matter; and that 
he neither could nor would confirm it, but hy the Advice 
pf the Nobility of Scoꝛ tand. Which confidering she was 2 
Widdow,'and ont of her Kingdom, was a füfficſent Anſwer; 
But this ab grew Hype Elixzberl,, who looking upon her Re- 
Fulal to be ont gf a Deſign to foment ſome Pifturbances in 
Plan, Telbited to de befote-hand with her, and fo fends 
ir Thongs Xandoiph into Scotland, with a Meſſage to the No- 
- bility there, to'exhort the Nobllity to mutual Amity, which 
qs moſt firmly founded in Unity of Religion; and alſo to give 
them to underſtand, Thar the Princes of Germany had en- 
ere into a*Corifederacy againſt the Bishop of Rome, and that 
- Queen 'Slxaberd heattily wisbed that the Exgiiſb and Scors 
Wer tomptehiended in The fame; That now was the moſt 


% 
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convenient time, (when the Scottiſb Queen was à Widdow ) 


to accord all variance between the Emgitfh and Scots. who had 


contended ſo many years, to the loſs of both their Bloods 3 


either by their entering into a perpetual League with the 
Fnyliſh, or cutting off ſuch Contratts, 401 ancient League 
with the French, as were wont to ſow diſcord between the 


Engliſh and the Scots; and finally to give ſecret Warning to 


the Scots, not to ſuffer the Queen Widdow to take any other 
Foreign Prince. to Husband again, by whoſe Power $he might 
revenge her ſelf on them which very lately. refiſted the 
French, and might bring their Liberty in danger of Thraldom 
again. Tho' 1 own this was good Counſel to the Scots, yet 
conlidering what Opinion the Queen of Scots was of, whether - 
or no Queen Elizabeth would have taken it well to have had 
her Subjects ſo ſet againſt her, and ſet on to reſtrain her, with 
reſpet to her Marrying again, I very much queſtion ; and 
there is no doubt but that the Trouble the Queen of Secozs | 
afterwards met with from her own Subjects, was very much 
owing to Queen Elizabetb's tampering with them. * xk 
In the mean time, the Queen of Scots propoſing to go in - 
to Scotland, requeſted Queen #1izaberb that she might croſs 
the Seas into Scotland, upon Publick Warrantize, or ſafe 


Conduct; and that D 0y/el, a Frenchman whom $he ſent be- 


fore, might paſs through England, But Queen Elizaberb, in 
preſence of a great many franding by, denied both the cne 
and the other. Which was ſo ſmall a Kindneſs, that it ſeem- 
ed a great Unkindneſs to deny it. And indeed, this Repulle 
did not a little move the Queen of Scots, as 2 the 
long Speech she had with Throckmorton ( Eligaberh's Ambaſſa- 
dor in France) about this matter, which I will briefly-lere 


' inſert out of Ibrochmorton s own Letter, to the End that the 


beginning — progreſs of the — — Diſpleaſures be- 
tween theie tWO Queens, may more Clearly appear. 
„Ihe 2ath of this preſent ( Fuly, 1561.) I bad acceſs 
to the Queen of Scailand, with whom I found Monſieur 
„D' Oyiell talking, when I entred into her Chamber ; *he 
„ diſmiſſed Monfteur D' cyſell, and roſe from her Chair, when 
* she ſauw me: Unto whom 1 ſaid, Madam, whereas you. 
ſent lately Monſieur D' 0yfel; to the Queen my Miſtreis, 
* to demand her. Najeſties ſafe Conduct for your free Pallage 
* by Sea into your own Realm; and to be accommodated 
* with ſuch Favours as upon Events you might have need of 
* on-the Coaſt. of England ; and. allo did further require the 
* \ree Paſſage of the (aid -Monfieur Y d into Scotland 
* through England: The Queen my Miſtreſs - hath- not 
* though 4 to ſuffer the {aid Monſieur H Oe to pals. 
into Scotland, nor to ſatisfy your deſire ſor your pallage 
* Home, neither for ſuch other Faveurs as ou required: $0 
and; inalmych 


as you have not accomplished the Ratification of the Trea- 
T4 "by 
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Obligations of her own Son, being then but young; and 
Pope ever realty to pack the Cards for her, AS 2 ſe 
The Adrantage Queen EIRaberb, had was ftogether as great; 
for tho? Queen Mur had moſt Kings in her Stock, yet Queet 
Elabetb kept the Knaves in her hand ; al the Factious De- 
magogues of Srortard being at her Devotion; and ſd de- 


pendant on her Power, that their Diſloyalty Rood her in 25 
much ftcad, as the Loyalty of her own Subjefts; and where. 


of ſhe made ſo goed uſe, that her over: match'd Rival bein 
never able to fix their Obedience, much leſs recover their 


— ſhe was fain to ſeek for help abroad, And after 


became à Priſoner, finding none ſhe could truſt, was 
forced to attempt her Freedom ſingly; proceeding therein, 
for want of due Intelligence, by ſuch indirect ways and means 


us proved very unprofperous ; for fill the more ſhe ftirr'd, 
the more ſhe intangled her ſelf, faſtening her Bonds beyond 
ul poſſibility of being thaken off again; which, (had slie 


fat Rill ) might poſſibly have looſened of themſelves: Nei- 
ther could it prove otherwiſe, while She was neither able td 
take right meaſures of her Adverſaries ftrength, nor of her 
own weakneſs; Queen Flizebeth having mote Subjects than 
me knew of; for the had got the Aſcendant of her Neigh- 
bours ſo'far, that like her Father Henry, where ſhe made not 
Kings, ſne gave them Laws. But theſe things will be beft 
made appear, by a Review of what paſſed between the Queen 
of 'Frors and Queen Elizeberb. „„ 
"There having been a Treaty made with the Scots by the 


Queens Commitſioners/at Edinburgh, which was Confirmed and 


Solemnly Sworn. to by Queen Elitabeib, according to a Pro- 
wifion made therein, the ſent over to France, to have it there 
Confirmed, (as it was agreed in the Treaty) dy the French 
In and his Wife, ene Queen of Scotlexd ; but they bord 
weinted jt : And it happenmg that Frautis died ſoon after, 
and the queen of Scotland 'being a Widdow, ſhe was then a 


| by Queen Elizabeth to ratify the faid Treaty; 


ſhe ſtin refüſed it, giving no other Anſwer, but that 


mut dellberately determine of ſo great a matter; and that 


she neither could nor would confirm it, but hy the Advice 


. of the Nobility of Scortand. Which 'confidering she was 2 


Widdow, and ont of her Kingdom, was à ſilfficient Anſwer; 
But this n Elizzberl, who lacking upon her Re- 
Fulal to he ont df a Deſign to foment ſome Piſturbances in 
Egle, reſbrted to de befote-hand with her, and fo ſends 


Sir Thom Nundoipb into Scotland, with a Meſſage to the No- 
- bility there, to hort the Nobllity to mutnal Amity, which 
is moſt firmly founded in Unity of Religion; and alſp to give 
tem to underſtand, That the Princes of Germany had en- 
-#ertt into a*Conifederacy again the Bishop of Rome, and that 


een 'Bliqtberd heattily wished that the EAglib and Scors 


convenient 


e foinptehenitd in "the fame; Thar now was the muß 


the Seas into Scotland 
Conduct; and that Y 0y 
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convenient time, ( when the .5corriſh Queen was a Widdow ) 


to accord all variance between the Egli and Seors, who had 


contended ſo many years, to the loſs of both their Bloods z 


either by their entering into a perpetual League with the 
Engliſh, or cutting off ſuch Poms, of ancient League 
with the French, as were wont to ſow dilcord between the 


Engliſb and the Scots; and finally to give ſecret Warning to 


the Scots, not to ſuffer the Queen Widdow to take any other 
Foreign Prince to Husband again, by whoſe Power she might 
revenge her ſelf on them which very lately. refifted the 
French, and 1 bring their Liberty in danger of Thraldom 
again. Tho' I own this was good Counſel to the Scots, 5 
conſidering what Opinion the Queen of Scots was of, whether 
or no Queen Eliʒabetib would have taken it well to have had 
her Subjects ſo ſet againſt her, and ſet on to reſtrain her, with 
reſpet to her Marrying again, I very much queſtion ; and 
there is no doubt but that the Trouble the Queen of Sn: 
afterwards met with from her own Subjects, was very much 
owing to Queen. Elizabetb's tampering with them. ms Lt 
In the mean time, the Queen of Scots propoſing to go in- 
to Scotland, requeſted Queen #lizaberb that she might croſs 
„ upon Publick Warrantize, or ſafe 
2 a-Frenchman whom she ſent be- 
fore, might paſs through England, But Queen Klixabetbh, in 
preſence of a great many ag by, denied both the cne 
and the other. Which was ſo ſmall a Kindneſs, that it ſeem- 
ed a great Unkindneſ to deny it. And indeed, this Repulſe 
did not a little move the Queen of Scots, as appears by the 
long Speech she had with Throckmorton ( Eligaberb's Ambatia- 
dor in France) about this matter, which I will briefly here 


inſert out of Ibrochnorton s own Letter, to the End that the 


beginning — progreſs of the — — Diſpleaſures be- 
tween theſe tWO Queens, may more clearly appear. 

Ihe 2ath of this preſent ( Fuly, 1561.) 1 had acceſs 
"to the Queen of Scatland, with whom: I found Monſieur 
* D* Oy/ell talking, when I entred into her Chamber z #he 
* diſmifled NMonſieur D' Cy/el, and roſe from her Chair, when 
„ the ſau me: Unto whom 1 ſaid, Madam, whereas you 


» ſent lately Monſieur D' Oyfell, to the Queen my. Maſtrebs, 


* to demand her. Nlajeſtie; ſafe Conduct for your tree Pallage 
* by Sea into your own Realm; and to be accommodated 


with ſuch Favours as upon Events vou might have need of 


* on tho Coaſt of England z and alſo did further require the - 
© tree. Paſſage of the ſaid Monſieur B' d into Scotland 
* through England; The Queen my Miſtreſs hath. not 
* though + good to ſuffer the ſaid Monſieur H e to pals 
into Scotland, nor to. ſatisfy your deſire for your Paſlage 
„Home, neither for ſuch other Faveurs as you required o0 


I be accommodated withal at her Majeſties hand; inaſmuch 
as you have not accomplished the Ratification of the Trea- 
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* ty accorded by your Deputies in Fuly, now twelve Months 
«ago at Edenburgh, which in Honour you are bound many 
« ways to perform; for beſides that you ſtand bound by your 
* hand and Seal, whereby your Commiſhoners were Autho- 
e rized, it may pleaſe you, Madam, to remember that many 
* Promiſes haye been made for the Performance thereof, as 
“e well in the King your Husband's time, as by your ſelf ſince 
& his Death; and yet notwithſtanding the Treaty remaineth 
“ unratified, as before, a whole year being expired fince 
et the Accord thereof, which by your Commiſhoners was a- 
& greed to have been ratified within, Sixty days: So as upon 
this unamicable and indirect dealing, the Queen my Mi- 
ce ftreſs hath refuſed you theſe Favours and Pleaſures by you 
* required; and hath grounded this her Majefties ſtrangeneſs 
«-unto you, = your own Behaviour, which her Majeſty 
te doth uncomfortably, both for that your Majeſty is, as she 
6 js, a Queen, her next Neighbour, and next Kinſwoman ; 
« nevertheleſs her Majeſty hath commanded me to fay unto 
© you, Madam; ( quoth 1) that if you can like to be better 
& adviſe, and to ratify the Treaty, as you in Honour are 
* bound to do, her Majefty will not only give you and yours 
* free Paſſage, but alſo will be moſt glad to ſee you paſs 
“ through her Realm, that you may be accommodated with 
« the Pleaſure thereof; and ſuch Friendly Conference ma 
© be had betwixt you, as all Unkindneſs may be quenched, 


and an aſſured perfect Amity betwixt you both, for ever 


e eftablizhed. Having ſaid thus much unto her, the ſaid 
“ Queen fat down, and made me fir allo by her; ſhe then 
* commanded all the Audience to retire them further off, 
and ſaid, Monſieur I Ambaſſadour, I know not well my own 
“ Infirmity, nor how far I may with my Paſhon be tranſport- 
© ed: But I like not to have ſo many Witneſſes of my 
« Paſhon, as the Queen your Miſtreſs was content to have, 
© when she talked with Monfieur D' Oyſell. There 3 
« doth more grieve me, than that 1 did fo forget my (elf, 
«as to require of the Queen your Miſtreſs that Favour 


„ which I had no need to ask&: I needed no more to have 


% made her Privy to my Journey, than she doth me of hers; 
I may paſs well enough into my own Realm, I think, wich- 
« out her Paſs. port or Litenſe: For tho' the late King, 
& your Maſter, {aid she, uſed all the Impeachment he could, 
* both to ſtay me, and to catch me when I came hither, yer 
« you know, Monſteur Þ Ambiaſjadour, T came hither ſafely, 
„and I may have as good means to help me home again, 
as J had to come hicher, if 1 would Enploy my Friends; 
Truly, aid he; I Was ſo far from Evil-meaning, to the 
« Queen your Miftreſs, that at this time I was more willing 
to Employ ber Amity to ſtand me in ſtead, than all the 
* Friends 1 have ; and yet yon'know,”both in this Realm, ar 

elſewhere I have both Friends ànd Allies, and ſuch as 4 
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« be glad and willing to Employ both their Forces and Aid 
to ftand me in ſtead. You have, Monſieur P Ambaſſadour, 
( quoth she) oftentimes told me, That the Amity between 
the Queen your Miſtreſs and me, was very neceſſary my 
« profitable for Us both; I have ſome reaſon ( quoth she 

© now to think that the Queen your Miſtrels is not of that 
“Mind; for I am ſure if she were, she would not have re- 
« fuſed me thus unkindly; It ſeemeth she maketh more 
account of the Amity of my diſobedient Subjects, than she 
« doth of me their Soveraign, who am her Equal in Degree, 
© tho' Inferiour in Wiſdom and Experience, her nigheſt Kinſ- 
„ woman, and her next Neighbour ; and trow you ( quoth 
* she ) that there can be ſo good meaning between my Sub- 
* jets and her, which have forgotten their principal Duty 
eto me their Soveraign, as there Should be betwixt Her and 
® Me? I perceive that the Queen your Miſtreſs doth think, 

* that becauſe my Suhbjetts have done me wrong, my Friends 
*and Allies will forſake me alſo : Indeed your Miſtreſs 
e doth give me cauſe to ſeek Friendship where I did not 
* mind to ask it. But Monſieur “ Ambaſſadour, let the Queen 
your Miſtreſs think, that it will be thought ſtrange amongſt 
* all Princes and Countries, that she should firft animate 
„my SubjeQs againſt me, and now being a Widdow, to im- 
„ peach my going into my own, Country: I ask her 2 
put Friendſhip; 1 do not trouble her State, nor practiſe 
„with her Subjects: And yet I know that there be in her 
* Realm that be inclined enough to hear offers; I know 


-* alſo they be not of the Mind ſhe is of, neither in Religion, 


* nor other things. The Queen your Miſtreſs doth ſay that 
„J am young, and do lack Experience; indeed, (quoth she) 
„I conteſs I am younger than ſhe is, and do want Experience; 
but T have Age and Experience enough to ufe my ſelf to- 
* wards my Friends and Kinsfolks friendly and uprightly : 
« And J truſt my Diſcretion ſhall not ſo fail me, that m 

“ Paſhon ſhall move me to uſe other Language of her, than 
* it becometh of a Queen, and my next Kiniwoman. Well, 
* Monficur ! Ambaſſadour, 1 could tell you, that 1 am, as ſhe 
* is, a Queen Allied and Friended, as is known; and I tell 
„you alto, That my Heart, is not inferiour to hers; ſd as 
* an equal Reſpect would be had betwixt us on both parts 
„but I will not contend in Compariſons: ' Firſt you know 
„ ( quoth ſhe ) that the Accord was made in the late King, 
* my Lord and Husband's time; by whom, as reaſon. was, 
* vas commanded and governed; and for ſuch delays as 
* were then in his time, uſed in the ſaid Ratification, Tam not 
* to be charged; ſince his Death, my Intereſt failing in the 
„Realm of France, I left to be adviſed” by the Council of 
France, and they left me alſo to my den Council: Indeed 
„ (guoth ſhe ) my Uncles being as you know, of the Affairs 
i, Of this Realm, do not think meet to adviſe me * m 
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| ___ ® Aﬀairs, neither do my Subjects, nor the Queen your Mi- 
17 - * refs, think meet that 1 ſhould be adviſed by them, but 
father by the Council of my own Realm: Here are none 
ET. - ® of them, nor none ſuch as is thought meet 1 ſhould be 
| * Counſelted by ; the matter is great, it toucheth both them 
| Dand me, and in ſo great a Matter it were meet to uſe the 

© © Advice of the Wiſeſt of them; 1 do not think it meet in 

* fo great 2 matter to take the Copnſel of private and un- 

_ © expert Perſons, and ſuch as the Queen your Miſtreſs know- 
eth, be not moſt acceptable to ſuch of my. Subjects as ſhe 

D * would have me be adviſed by: I have ( quoth ſhe ) often 

* gold you, that as ſoon as 1 had their Advices, I would (end 

| '© the your Miſtreſs ſuch an Anſwgr as ſhould be rea- 

7 _ ** ſonable. I am about to baſte me home as raft as I may, 

N Ats the jatent the matter might be anſwered, and now the 

* Queen your Miſtreſs will in no wiſe ſuffer neither me to 
""M "ou home, nor him that J ſent into my Realm: So as, 
« Monger I Ambaſſzdour, { quoth ſhe) it ſeemeth the Qileen 
pour Miſtreſs will be the Cauſe why ſhe is not in this mat- 


LY 2 ter fatiched yz or elſe the will not be ſatisfied; but liketh to 
F make this matter a Quarrel fill betwixt us, whereof ſhe is 

'© the Author. The Queen your Miſtreſs ſaith that I am 
%  <young ; ſhe might as well ſay chat 1 was as fooliſh as young, 
Fe * i 1 would is the State and Country that I am in, proceed 
1 to lach a matter of my ſelf, without any Counſel; for that 


_< which was done by the King, my late Lord and Husband, 
| < muſt got be taken to be my Act; ſo as. neither in Honour 
by” Jer Conſcience, I am bound, as you ſay 1 am, to perform 
. A 21} at 1 was by my Lord and Husband commanded to do; 
Land yet { quoth ſhe) 1 will ſay. truly unto von, and as 
_<-GO D favours me, 1 did never mean otherwiſe unto her, 
. < thay decometh me to my good Siſter and Couſin, nor meant 
- © her no more barm than to my ſelf; GOD forgive them 
_ © which have otherwiſe perſwaded her, if there be any ſuch. 
1 What s the matter, pray Zou⸗ Monſieur Þ Ambaſſadour, 
<.{ guoth ſhe ) thas doth ſo offend the Queen your Mifizefs, 
te make her thus Evil-affetied to me? I never did per 
_* wxong, neither in Deed nor Speeck ; it ſhould the lei 
grieve me, if 1 bad deſerved otherwiſe than well. And 
+ Dis the World may be of divers Judgments of us and 
- © our Doings one to another, I do well know, GOD that is 
in Hearen, can and will be a true Judge, both of our Doings 
and Meanings. ar Is: 
L anſwered; Madam, I have declared untu younny Charge, 
* commanded by the Queen my Miſtreſs ; and have no mort 
te ay to you on her behalf, but to know your Anſwer tor 
te Ratification of the Treaty. Cont” x 
© * Fhe Queen anſwered, 1 have afore time ſhewed you, and 
e now tell you again, that it" is not meet for me to pro- 
ker ceed in this matter, without the Advice of the — aud | 
ey tates 


g 
* 
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«States of my own Realm, which I dan by no means have 
* until 1 come amongſt them. You know, ( quoth ſhe ) as 

ell as I, there is none come hither ſince the Death of the 
* Kihg, my late Husband and Lord, but ſuch as are either 
tome for their private Buſineſs, or ſuch as dare not tarry 
« in Scotland. But I pray you, Manſeur F Ambaſſadour, (guoth 
« ſhe ) tell me how riſeth this ſtrange Affection in the — 


that 
* be ſo 


you put in uſe 
can be 
„ judicial to a Prince, than to aſurp the Tit 
* belonging to them; Madam, I do refer it to 
4 Judgment, Lou ſee ſuch as be noted Uſut 
« Folks States, cannot patiently be born withal 
ings ; much more the Queen my Miſtreſs hath cauſe to He 
4 grieved, {-confidering ber undoubted and awful 

« ich the offer of ſuch Injury, _. 4. ‚ 

* Monfieur P Ambaſſadour, ſaid ſhe, I was 


„King my Lord and Huzband z and whatſoever was done 
(then by their Order and Commandment, was continued 
“ till both their Deaths ; ſince which time, 
neither bore the Arms, nor uſed the Title 
* Methiriks, ( quoth ſhe ) theſe my Doings, might. | 


' 


i 


1 


*the Queen, your Miſtreſs, chat that which was de · 
* fore, was done by Commandment of them that had the 
* Power over me; and alſo in Reaſon she ought to be ſatis- 


to 
4% fied, ſeeing I order my Doings as I tell you, It 
te great Dishonour to the _ my Couſin, your 
„though 1, a Queen alſo, did bear the .Arms of 
* for 1 am ſure, ſome, inferiour to me, and that 
every fide ſo well apparanted as I am, do bear 
„ England: You canngt deny (quoth she) but 
« Grandmother was the King her Father's $i 
**trow )..the"Eldeft Siſter he had. I do'affare you, F 
V Aﬀwbaſſadour, and do ſpeak 'unto you truly as T 
* never meant nor thougnt matter againſt the 
# Couſm. Indeed ( zuoch she) 1 know "what 1 
# yop1d be Joth cither to do others Waong, or ſu 


: 


Miſtreſs, 
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much Wrong my ſelf. And now that I have told you my 
Mind plainly, I pray bebave your ſelf betwixt us as a good 
* Miniſter, whoſe part is to make things betwixt Princes 
< rather better than worſe. And ſo I took my leave of the 
ſaid Queen for that time. n Ka 
Idi Diſcourſe of the Queen of Scots with Throckmorton 
ſuſſiciently sheus the Original of the difference between the 
two Queens ; her aſfuming the Arms of England, with the 
Royal Title and stile thereof, was the ground of the Con- 
troverſy; which che Queen of Scotland modeftly excuſes as 
not being her Act and Deed, but that of her Father-in-Law's, 
firſt, and after of her Husbands. Alledging that after their 
Deaths, she relquished them. And as to the not ratifying 
os the Treaty, she alſo gives a ſufficient reaſon, laying Queen 

Eligabeibs Cauſleſs Unkindneſs wholly at her own Door. 

But the ill Opinion that Elizabeth had entertained of the 
Queen of Scots, had taken too dt ep a root, to be cafily era- 
dicated ʒ She believed that she did nothing but interpoſe de- 
Lais upon ſome New hopes, foraſmuch as She had propound- 
ed nothing to the Eſtates of Scotland, concerning the Confir- 

ation” of the Treaty, tho they had aſſembled once or twice 

— 4 the Death of her Husband. To obviat all which, the 
Queen of Scots being now upon her way, ſent for Throckmor- 
ton to Abbe ville, where she again ask'd him, How she might 
m Word or Deed fatisfy Queen Eligabetb? By ratifying (laid 
he ) the Treaty of Edenborough, as bave often told your Mas 
fi already. To whom she replied, #earken therefore, rhas 
zou may judge wherher they be not juſt Reaſons, which ſhe calleib 
Delays and vain Excuſes. 99.5 Wo 3 
The Firſt Article in that Treaty, for Ratifying the Treaty 
at the Caſtle of Cambray, between England and France, con- 
cernerh not me at all. 2 ne avg 
7 The Serand, touching the Ratifying of the Treaty there 

made between Exgland and Scotland, was Ratified by my Hus- 
pane and Me; and cannot be Ratified again, unleſs it had 
een concluded in my oon Name alone; whereas my Hus- 
dand is expreſſy named therein. 1 | 
The | Third, Fourth, and Fifth Articles, are accomplished al- 

Feadye: For Warlike Proviſions have ceaſed, the French Garrir 
tons are called home out of Scotland, che Fortreſs. of mouth 

$8 demolisbed z I have abſtained from the Arms and Title of 
England, lince my Husbands Death. But to Raze and Scrape 

them out of the Buildings and Charters throughout al 

France, is not in my Tower. As neither is it in my Power 
to fend back the Bishop of Valence and Randon, who are not 
my Subjects, into England, to a debating of the Sixth Article. 
As for the aft Article, I hope my Seditious Subjects will 

have no Cauſe to complain of my Severity; but I perceive 
dhe will prevent me by ſtopping my Return, that they Shall 

got bave Trial of my Clemency. en 
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What remaineth now in this Treaty, which may be -prejulicies 
to the Queen your Miſtreſs. Nevertheleſs for ber more ſuil q atis. 
faltion, 1 will write unto ber more at Jarce with mine owe han, 
taucbing this matter; though ſbe doth mor vouch{afe to write back \ 
unto me, but by 4 Secretary.” But I pray you, my Lord, thar are. 
an Ambaſſadour, to do the part of an Ambaſadour; tha is, rater 
Molify, rban Exaſperate the matter. Wa art 
But tho the Queen of F0rs had thus made things as plain 
as poſſible, yet neither theſe Reaſons nor her Letters could 1 
ſatisfy Queen Flizabeth ; . whoſe Mind being filled with Pre- 
judice, could not believe but that the Quetn of Scors would 
again aſſume the Arms and, Title of England, unle6 e wee: 
bound and tyed to the contrary, by the Confirmation of the 
Treaty, and the Conſcience of an Oath. Hd 34 1g 
In the mean time the Queen of Scots having gotten a fit 
opportunity, ſet Sail from Calice, and arrived fate in Scat lan; 
pa ng, by the Pngliſh Ships by the advantage of the foggy. 
Weather. For the Engliſh Ships were Cruiſing about; and: 
tho” it was given out by. ſome, that they were to do her Ho- 
nour; and by others that they were to ſuppreſs Pyrates, yes 
the true but ſecret Deſign was, to intercept the Queen of Scots.) 
For Fames the Baſtard, having returned verylately through. 
England, had given the Queen ſecret Advice to intercept her, 
if She would. provide. for the Safety of Religion, and her on 
Security. And Lidington, being glad that D' ei was de- 
tained in England, perſwaded it alſo: Leſt { as he Wrote) 
ſhe returning, ſhould raiſe Tragedies, ſtop all intercourſe. of 
Letters and .Mefſages with the Engliſh, and finally Exerciſe 
Cruelty againſt” the Proteſtants of Scotland ; not as Traitors, 
but as Hereticks; as Queen Mary of England had done not 
long before. But theſe were but vain fears, for the being 
returned, uſed her Subjects with much Gentleneſs, nor did 
ſbe Endeavour to make any Alteration in Religion, cho it 
was introduc'd in a Tumultuous manner, and not ſo regularly 
as it was in England, where it was countenanced by the RS 
Authority. ib 12 80 Nn 
The Queen of Scots being now in her own Kingdom, ſent. 
Lidington with Letters from herſelf and ſeveral of the Scottiſo 
Nobility, to Queen Elizabeth ; wherein ſhe expreſſed her de- 
fire to enter into and keep Peace with her; and requeſted her 
that ſome certain Courſe of Peace. might be taken between; _ 
England and Scotland; and that the moſt certain way to Eſta- 
bliſh Peace between them, was, That Queen Elizaberb ſhould 
declare her, by Authority of Parliament, to be her Heir p- 
parent, and next to ſucceed her in the Kingdom of Eglaud, 
in caſe ſhe ſhould not have Iſſue. - _ et 
Queen Elizabeth, (who never cared to hear of a Succeſſor ) 
was very much ſurprized at this Letter, who expected no- 
thing but the Confirmation of the Treaty of Zdinboroxgh,, 
promiſed both under her hand, and by word of es . 
| therefore 
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returned for Anfwer, That 


would nor : ne Scepter 
ſhould . ſhe wo 


r of England; 1% ſhe, e the 


Jun: 5 the Tee 
ahi 7 own and bert wi 


ike og —3 5 
curity, Lie- time lay berſelf in ber own 

and W . . 
PU. . Wild the Queen of Joe, th the tid it how, cif 


iretly deny; yet ſignified that ſhe could not welt da it 
till the Scorriſh Aas were firſt ſettled, 
After + 1 all 8 3 the two 
Queens might removed, the Queen of Scars 
an Enterview bW@ween her and the Queen ; but becauſe it was 
MRI by her, it was not taken: for Queen Eliza. 
took every thin ing the dd, 5 — wrong handle, being ſu- 
ſpielous of her moſt Innocent Actions; 225 as to this Inter- 
— the Queen ſuſpected that the Queen of Scots did it ta 
ſerve her 9 and ta temporize, that ſhe might either 
Strengthen her Iicle to England, or elſe give hope and Cou- 
rage to the Papiſts in England, and to the Guiſes her Kinſmen 
in France: And this was the Opinion of feveral of the 
Queen's Council ale; cho es were of jon that here- 
by a_moſt-firm Amity might be ſtruck up n them; 


and that the Confederacy Betwixt the — þ and the Scors | 


ng, + de in time difſolved, and the of Scots brou i 
e the Proteſtant Religion. But others again 
jekte, That by ſuch Interviews and Conferences it has 25 
obſerved that Seeds of Emulation have been ſown, rather than 
Love; aud that the Oſtentation of the Wealth and Power 
of ehe one, is ever Envied of the other; that Preſence doth 
not many "times anſwer to As Opinion. and Fame of the 
Comelineſs of the 1 fn of the Face; and Gifts of 
os Mind, but teaves p Reprehenfion to either of 


| The Queen of Sears andertntng ha there were fl fufpi- 

ciohs of that propoſed Enterview, made by the Queen and her 
Council; ; began to ſuſpect her (elf alſo, that it was not very 
ſafe to put ſelf into Queen Eligabeth's hands, with whom 
ſhe had ore about, the Title of the Kingdom. She was 
alſo. unreſolved which part ſhe ſhould incline to, ( having 


| heard that Queen Ft hen ſtood openly for the Proteſtants 
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of France, while the confidered that She drew her Deſcentby - + - 

her Father out. of England, by her Mocher eut of frame, 

that in France She had been a Crowned Queen, and was ne 

Dowager; in England she was the moſt cactain eic, and in 

Ex of a Crown. ; that she owed much to her Uncle: 

in France that had brought her 0 z and she deſired a to 
iſter Queen Elizabeth, She 


owe much to the love of her $i 
alſo was fearful that if che Should contract 2 ſtriſter Amity 


with Queen Eliqeberh, sbe should not only be forſaken of the 2 


Guiſes, her Uncles, but alſo jncur the Diſpleaſure of the French 


King, and ſo perhaps loſe her Dowry out of Fraue z whilſt ©... 
sbe Id le& the certain Love of the French, for the un- 
ip of Queen Elizabeth, Upon hi dera - 


certain Fri 


tions on both ſides, the Interview, which had been 


time in hand, and Articles for it allo propounded, came to G 


nothing: For at laſt, the Queen of Scots by her Letters, 


abſolutely refuſed any Interview, unleſs she might. by. Autho»: . 


rity of Parliament be declared Heis apparent to the Crown. 
of England; or adopted by Queen Elisabeth far her Daugh- 
ter; and this to be done for the ſettling of a moſt certain 


Peace, and the Union of the Kingdoms, ſo often deſired. And 
if theſe things might be granted, she promiſed to be moſt de- 
voted to Queen EMabetb, even with the negleſt of her Uncles - 


the Guiſes. But the Queen of England not agreeing 00 
theſe Demands, the Interview, as was ſaid before, came to 
nothing. | 


Soon after this (if not at the ſame time) the Cardinal of 
Lorain dealt with the Emperour Ferdinend, that the Queen of - 
Scots might Marry with his Son the Arch-Dyke. Charles, 
(who was then a Suitor to Queen Elizeberb ) whereupon, _ 


Queen Elizaberb, (who 2 was unwilling te be Rival d 
by the Queen of Seors ) 
That if she hearkened to the Cardinal, the Flic Mens 


Capital Enemy, concerning that Marriage, both the Amity 5 


between England and Scotland might happen thereby to de 
diſſolved, and sbe mi r 
the Succeſſion of the Kingdom 


; People, and the E liſh, in 
ſure way for her {elf to the Succeſſion in England, which could 


not be declared, unleſs it were firſt known whom she would. 
take for ber Hysband. This was one of the kindeſt Meſſages”. 
Queen Elizabeth had yet ſent her; but there was now ſome 


reaſon for it: For firſt Queen Elizabeth, tho“ she intended 
not to Marry the Arch-Duke Charles, yet she would have 
looked upon it as an under - valuing of her, if he should have 


t her word by Sir Thomas Randeleb, 


be barred of the hopes of 

Mm of Englend ; which hopes, that 

he might not loſe, she Friendly warned her ( tor ſa. was Sir 

Thomas ordered to ſay ) to chuſe ſuch a Husband in England, . * 

as in whom she might firſt 2 her ſelf, and then her ows _ 
mbracing Peace, and making a 


left her, to have courted the Queen of Scotland: Aud Second- 


ly, she had now Entered into a Contract with the French pro- 


* 


wed 
>* 
* 
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teftants, in order to repreſs the Exorbitant Power of the 
Guiſes. It was at this time therefore needful to be upon fair 
terms with the Queen of Scotland. And as to her taking a 
Husband, Queen EMMabeth commended to her Robert Dudley, 
upon whom she conferred ſeveral Honours, to make him the 

more worthy of ſo high a Marriage; making him Mafter of 
the Horſe, and afterwards Baron of Denbigh, and then Earl of 
Leiceſter; and having theſe Honours, conferred upon him, he 
woed the Queen ot Scots by all the good Offices he could; 
and that he might the better win her Favour, he accuſed the 
Lord Keeper Bacon to the Queen, for having intermedled a- 
gainſt the Queen of Scots, in the matter of the Succeſſion; 
and as being privy to a Book wherein one Hales went about 
to desive the Title of the Crown of England, (in caſe the 
Queen should dye without Iſſue) to the Houſe of Suffolk, 

This recommending of Dudley to the Queen of Scots for a 
Husband, was of great Service to her, tho“ she rejected the 
Offer: For her Dowry- Money being not paid out of France, 
as it sbould have been, and the Priviledge of the Scots there 
being taken away, and Hamilton, Duke of Chaſter- berault, de- 
prived of his Dukedom; The Cardinal of Lorain her Uncle, 
fearing leſt upon theſe Accounts she should forſake the Frencb, 
and comply with the Marriage of Dudley, and thereby con- 
firm the Amity of the Engliſp, diſſwaded her againſt this 
Match, with Dudley, as a great Diſparagement to her, and 
moſt unworthy of the Royal Blood. And that in caſe she 
retus*d it, she should not only have her Dowry Money paid 
to her, but that the Scots should be confirmed in their former 
Priviledges, and alſo have new ones granted them. | 

But tho* the Queen of Scots refuſed Leiceſter, yet she had 
ſuch a Regard to the Succeſſion of the Crown of England, that 
she ſent for Matthew Earl of Lenox into Scotland, by Advice 
of the Counteſs of 7enox her Aunt; under colour to reſtore 
him to his Antient Inheritance, but indeed te conſult with 
him about theſe Matters. Who, by his Wife“s means, obtain - 
ed both leave and Letters of Commendation, from Queen 
Elizabeth, when he had been a banished Man out ot his 
Countfy Twenty years, in which time, (he being a Stuart of 
the Royal Blood of Scortand ) King Henry the Eighth, who 
had a great reſpect for him, gave him to Wife Margaret 
Douglaſs, his Niece by his Elder Sifter, with large Poſſeſſions; 
and acknowledged him the next Heir of the Crown of Scot- 

land, after Mary, who was then an Infant. By this Margaret, 
he had à Son named Henry, who was made Lord Darly. This 
Henry being by Birth an Engliſhman, and of the Royal Blood 
both of England and Scotland; if he should Marry into ſome 
Potent Family in Exgland, the Queen of Scots feared ( he be- 
ing ſo very well beloved by the Enpliſh ) might prove an Ob- 
ſtruction to her, in her Title to the Succeſhon. of. the Crown 
of Ey gland. Foraſmuch as, in the Opinion of moſt Men, 3 
„ 55 s | * 
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was looked upon to be the next Heir, after her, of the Crown 
of England. Him therefore ſhe deſigned for her Husband: 
There being no one thing which ſhe more deſired, than that 
the two Kingdoms of England and Scotland might be devolved 
by her upon ſome Man of the Scottiſp Blood; and might by 
him be propagated to Poſterity in the Royal Name of the 
Sturts, Which by this Marriage ſhe Effected, But what 
hopeful Stuarts they all prov'd, we fhall have too large oc- 
cahon to ſhew in the ſucceeding Reigns, | 

Queen Elizabetb was not at all pleaſed with this deſigned 
Marriage, and therefore to prevent it, advertiz'd the Queen 
of Scots by Randolpb, that that Marriage was generally ſo di- 
liked by all the Engliſh, that she had Prorogued the Parlia- 
ment to another time againſt the Mind of her Council, leſt 
the Eſtates of the Realm being incenſed, should even for this 
Cauſe Enact ſomewhat againſt her Title to the Succeſſion, 
Which that it might not be done afterward, and that she 
might give Satisfaction to the Engliſh, she adviſed her to think 
of ſome other Marriage, and again Earneſtly commended 
Leiceſter to her for a Husband, whom is this reſpect chiefly 
She had raiſed to the Honour of an Earl. 
Upon this, Commiſſioners were appointed on both ſides to 
treat at Berwick about her Marriage with Leiceſter z, for upon 
this Condition, Queen Eligabetb had promiſed to declare her 
by A of Parliament her adopted Daughter, or Siſter, as ſoon - 
as She was Married, But this Treaty likewiſe (as all be; 
tween theſe two Queens did ) came to nothing z and how 
could it be othetwile, when their Aims and Ends, were differ- 
ent? What the Scots Queen's Aim was, I have declared be- 
fore: And as to gm Elizabetb, we muſt do her che Juſtice, 
as to acknowledge that her Deſign herein was very honoura- 
ble, and worthy of herſelf; for the reaſon why she ſo much 
delired this — 4 was, that thereby the Succeſſion of both 
Kingdoms might be Eſtablished in an Engliſh Stock: Tho 
at the ſame time, to ſpeak the Truth, she was too flow about 
a matter of this great Importance, and eſpecially having to 
do with a Queen that was ſo eager to be Married. For by 
her ſlow Proceedings, she made the Queen of Scots believe that 
She was deceitfully dealt with: And that Queen Elizabeth 
propounded this Marriage to no other End, but to choole for 
her ſelf rhe beſt of all the Suitors; or elſe to Marry with 
Leiceſter the more Excuſably, if she, being an abſolute Queen, 
did firſt conſent to the Marriage of Leiceſter. And indeed, 

that haughty Earl having entertained ſome hopes of Marrying 
Queen Elizabeth himſelt, was become very cold in his Court- 
hip to the Queen of Scots ; and ſecretly warned the Earl of 
Bedford by private Letters, that he should not be too Eager in 
the matter. And for the ſame reaſon allo, he was thought to 
have ſecretly favoured the Lord Duly; who was really e- 
very way a Compleat Gentleman, and for his Perſon and Con- 


(Tt) ditions, 
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- ditions, well worthy of a Crown; and therefore the Queen 
of Scors, no ſooner ſaw him, than ſhe fell in love with him: 
Nor could all that Queen nya could either ſay or do, 
hinder the Match, which proved for him but a very unhappy 
one; for the Seeds of Diſſention being fown between them 
by ſome ill Inftruments, the Effects of it were very Tragical, 
the Queen of Scots loſing much of her Honour thereby; for ſhe 
having entertained an Italian, one David Mio, an Excellent 
Mufician, for her Secretary, it was given out that ſhe admit- 
ted him to too great a Familiarity z wkich ſo incenſed the 
King that nothing would ſerve him but his Blood ; which he 
not only attempted but executed, entring with ſeveral others 
into the Queen's Chamber while ſhe was at Supper, with the 
Counteſs of Aran, and there ſcizing upon Rizio, who was eat- 
ing ſome Meat that came from the Queens Trencher ; and 
ſetting a Piſtol to the Queen's Breaſt, ſhe being then big with 
Child, inſomuch that ſhe run a great Riſque of Miſcarrying 
of the Child ſhe went with. Then they haled him into a 
little Chamber hard by, and there Murthered him, ( for 
Jealouſy is the rage of a Man ) ſhutting the Queen, in the 
mean time, into her Privy-Chamber, while Morton beſet all 
Paſſages of Acceſs. | 
This Murther of Rio widened the Breach between the King 
and Queen; of which the King ſeemed fo ſenſible, that he 
repented of his Raſhneſs, and craved Pardon for his Fault; 
and as it is ſaid, confeſſed that he committed it through the 
inftigation of Murray and Morton; And from that time En- 
' © deavoured how to ruin them. But having acquainted the 
Queen with his Deſign of making them away, he was pre- 
vented from putting it in Execution; and himſelf was ſoon 
after made a Sacrifice, whether to the Queen's or Murray's 
Reſentments, or both, is hard to ſay: Hiſtorians are very 
filent in the manner of this Musder; and only paſs it by 
with ſaying the King was Murdered ; and that it was done 
by Bo el: And yet even this brings the Queen under Sul- 
picion enough, conſidering that this Bothwel, whom they all 
agree to be the Murderer, was ſoon after (having been ac- 
quitted of this Regicide by a Sham-Trial ) Married to the 
Queen: For would any Woman, that had not been concerned 
in it her ſelf, have Married a Man that ſhould have been ſo 
much as ſuſpetted for the Murder of her former Husband ? 
But the Manner of the Murder does much more confirm the 
ſuſpicion, which 1 will relate from a great Friend and Fa- 
vourer of the Queen of Scots, Cauſe Holy Court, Part 5: 
p. 8 * ; | | 
The King fell fick of the ſmall Pox at Glaſco, which the 
Queen - underſtanding , immediately repaired thither to 
bring him unto Edinborough, where were better Accommo- 
** dations for him; at the ſame time the Conſpirators Aſſem- 
_ © bled themſelves to accomplifh their Deſign ; and apy peer 
8 | Fi 3 they 
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they had a deſire to involve the Queen and her Son in the 
« ſame Ruine; but they feared that it would be too appa- 
* rent, and it would be more Expedient for them to bring all 
* the Envy of the Death of the Husband upon the Head of 
his Wife; whom they conceived to be ftill highly offended 
* for his ill demeanor towards her: To which purpoſe they 
e undertook to Torment ber Spirit, and prompt 22 to 
« thoughts of Vengeance; which they never could effect, ſo 
* ſtrong was the New Knot of their reconciled Love. They 
© deliberated among themſelves to put this Miſerable Prince 
0 to death by fire; and becauſe it was inconvenient to per- 
* form it in the Palace, they entred into Councit among 
* themſelves, to remove him into a fair Honſe, which was a 
* the upper end of the City, where they had prepared a fata 
“Mine for his Deſtuction: His Sickneſs being ſuch, the Quee 
« accorded to bis Removal, and very innocently did take her 
„% Husband by the hand, and did conduct him to the Entry 
« of his Lodging; where, with a fingulat Prudence ſhe ak 
© poſed of every thing wbieh concerned the Recovery of his 
© Health. And not contented with that, ſhe ſtayed with him 
« without the Apprehenſion of any danger of Infection; 
& which put the Plotters of this delicate Conſpiracy into fear, 
* but ſhe ſeemed to be nothing troubled at it, and ſtaying 
& with him until Midnight, ſhe entertained him with all the 


4 SatisfaQtion that he could expect from ſo bountiful a Na- 


* ture. As ſoon as ſhe was retired, behold by the ſecret 
« Artifice of the Powder, to which fire was given under the 
Lodging of the King, the Chamber was blown into the 
* Air, and the Bed ail on fire, he found himſelf to be deſper- 
© ately enwrapped in this Calamity ; and the Authors of the 
« Miſchief conſpiring with the Elements did diſpatch him 
out: right, having found him half dead in a Garden, into 
* which place the Violence of the Fire had thrown him. The 
* Queen bearing of it, was poſſeſſed with a wonderful Amaze- 
ment, and loft in the depth of Sorrow; ſhe feared every 
thing, and knew not what te do, or what to hope; every 
„hour attending to ſee the end of that Tragedy to be the 
* beginning of another on her own Life. The malicious 
** Earl of Murray, who now had given the Blow by the Iniſtru · 
ment of his Wickedneſs, as he had ſpoken 4 little before; 
* to thole that were neareſt to him, that the King ſhould die; 
+ the ſame Night did cunningly retire himſelf. The People 
„ murmured, and knew not what to take to; but the cleareſt 
© ſighted among them perceived that it was a work of this 
* pernicious Brother; who had a defire utterly to deſtroy the 
* Royal Family, to mount himſelf upon the I hronue. 
So far that Author. In which it is ſufficiently 23 
notwithſtanding his putting the beſt colours upon it that it wi 
bear, that the Queen of Scots could not but be privy to the 
Murder of ber Nusband: Why elſe did the bring him from 
N (Et 2) Glaſth 
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Glaſco to Bai b, at a time when he was ſick of the Small 
Pox ? And why elſe did ſhe permit him to he removed from 
the Palace to a Houſe at the upper end of the City, where 
they had before prepared a Mine to blow him up? And as 
for his ſaying, They bad 2 defign to have involved the Queen in 
the ſame ruine, if they had had ſuch à deſign, why did they 
not do it? Could they ever expect a fairer opportunity than 
when ſhe was ſo long with the King alone, even till Midnight? 
But, did they not, on the contrary, defer their deſign till ſhe 
was gone? And as. ſoon as. ſhe was retired, they ſet fire to 
the Mine, and blew up the King: For the Queen her ſelf 
was to be the Reward of the Murderer, as appears by her 
Marrying of Botbwel, (who was the-Perſon that acted this 
Villany) ſoon after. And fo reſolved ſhe was upon this Mar- 
Tiage, that neither the ſuſpicion of his being the Murderer 
of the King, nor his being Married already to another Wo» 
man, could hinder. her. All theſe things conſidered, which 
even Cauſin himſelf grants to be true, are a ſufficient Indica- 
tion ot her guilt. And indeed the Queen's Marrying of Bot- 
wel, begat a general ſuſpicion of her being concerned in the 
Murder of the King, and that ſhe was privy thereto; Which 
ſuſpicion was increaſed. by ſeveral of the Nobility, who ſent 
Letters to that Effect into ſeveral parts of the Kingdom: So 
that in a little time thoſe very Perſons that had before ac- 
quitted Bothwel. by a Sham-Tryal, of the Murder of the Kisg, 
and perſuaded the Queen to Marry him; now riſe up againtt 
both, ſeeking: the Depoſing of the one, and the Deſtruction 
ol the other. To avoid which, Bothwel provides for his ſafety 
by flight, but the Queen being taken, was impriſoned, and 
hardly uſed there, till ſhe was conſtrained to reſign the King- 
dom to her Son, (who was then ſcarce Thirteen Months 
old) and named the Earl of Murray to be Regent or Viceroy 
during the Minority of her Son; and yet, even after this, 
ſhe. was detained in Priſen till ſhe ſecretly found means to 
Eſcape... Being again at Liberty, a Sentence declaratory was 
rohounced by the Unanimous Conſent of all the Noblemen 
That were there Aſſembled, That the Reſignation. extorted 
from the Queen in Priſon, through. fear, was Null from the 
very firſt ; and that it was extorted by force, the Queen her 
ſelf made Oath. The *Queen thereupon ſoon levied an 
Army of Six-Thouſand Men, wich which ſhe Engaged with 
Murray, by whom they were defeated 3 upon which the Queen 
ſared herſelf by flight, Riding that day Sixty Miles; and 
afterwards, by Night- ſourneys came to the Houſe of Max- 
wel Baron Herris, and choſe, rather to commit her ſelf to the 
Mercy of the Sea, and to the Protection of Queen Elizabetb, 
than to the Fidelity of her own People ; nevertheleſs, ſhe 
ſent Fobn Brion firſt with a Diamond Ring, which she had 


formerly received from her, as a Pledge ot Mutual Amity ; 


- intimating that she would ceme into England, and * 
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her Aid, if her Subjects offered to perſecute ber any further. 
To whom Queen Elixabetb returned Anſwer, that She should 
expett from her in abundant manner all loving and friendly. 
ces. But before the Meſſenger was returned, she (con- 
trary to the Advice of her Friends) entered into a ſmall 
Bark, and with the Lords Herris and Fleming, and a few o- 
thers, landed at Mirtimon in Cumberland, near the Mouth of 
the River Derwent: And the ſame Day writ the following 
Letter to the Queen, the chief heads whereof, foraſmuch as 
they contain an Hiſtorical Narration of things done againft 
her in Scotland, more fully than I have related them, I have 
thought good to ſer down out of the very Original; which 
runneth thus: | {Ts 
« You are not ignorant ( moſt Exceyent Princeſs, and my 
very good Sifter } how ſome of my Subjects whom 1 bare 
* raiſed to the higheſt top of Honour, hare conſpired to im- 
% priſon-me and my Husband; and how. 1 alſo at your In- 
* terceſhon, received them again to Favour, after they were 
* by force of Arms driven out of my Kingdom. Yet theſe 
Men brake into my Chamber, cruelly Murtbered my Ser- 
* yant before my Face, when 1 was great with Child, and 
shut me up in Cuftody ; And when I had pardoned them 
* a ſecond time, behold they pretended a New Crime againſt 
eme, which they plotted - themſelves, and figned with their 
own hands, and were now ready with an Army in the 
Field to charge me. But I truſting in my own. Innocency, 
* and to ſpare the Spilling of Blood, put my ſelf into their 
* Hands, They preſently put me into Prifon, removed all 
* my Servants from me, ſaving one or two Waiting-Maids, 
my Cook, and my Phylician, drave me by Threats and Ter- 
© ror of Death to reſign my Kingdom; and'in an Aſſembly 
© of the States convocated by their own Authority, refuſed 
© to hear me or my Advocates; deſpoiled me of my Goods, 
and barred me from all Conference with any Man. Aﬀter- 
- © wards, with G O D's Guidance, I eſcaped out of Priſon 
* and being guarded with the Flower of the Nobility, whicl 
* g)adly flocked unto me from all parts, I put my Enemies 
in mind of their Duty and Allegiance, I offered them Par- 
don, and propounded that bath Parties might be heard in 
* an Aſſembly of the States, left the Commonwealth bout 
* be rent any longer with Civil Cambuftions.. Two Mef: 
* ſengers J ſent about this Matter, and bath of them the 
*caft in Priſon ; thoſe which aided me, they proclaim 
„ Traitors, and commanded them by Publick Proclamation, 
„that they ſhould preſently leave me. I prayed them that 
the Lord Bey! might upon Publick Faith and Afurance 
* Treat with them about a Compoſition ; but this alſo they 
* flatly denied. Yet 1 hoped that by your Mediation they 
* might have been recalled to their Duty. But when I faw 
* that I niuft have undergone either Death, or a new Im- 
(rte 3 « priſonment, 
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“ priſonment,. I reſolyed to go to Dunbriton. They in the 
ay oppoſed themſelves againſt me, ſlew and put my Men 
* to flight in Battel. I betook my ſelf to the Lord Ferris; 
* with whom I am come into your Kingdom, truſting aſſured- 
* ly in your ſingular Kindneſs, that you wilt aſſiſt me, and 
* excite others by your Example: I do therefore Earneftly 
&« intreat, you that 1 may he forthwith conducted unto you, 
«* who am now in very great Straits, as I ſhall more fully 
inform you when it ſhall pleaſe you to take pity on me. 
*GOD grant unto you a long Life, and to me Patience 
* and Conſolation. Which I hope and pray that 1 may ob- 
© tain of him by your means. Signed, | 


MARY, Queen. 


I will not undertake to juſtify the Queen of Scots; nor 
whether the Charge of her Subjects againft her was true or 
falſe; tho the Probabilities of her being conſenting, at leaft, 
to the Murder of her Husband, carries too great an Evidence 
of Truth along with it, and is no more to be doubted than 


that thoſe very Perſons that accuſed her with, it, were them- 


ſelves the Actors of it; though now they were for caſting 
the whole Odium of it upon her, whereas indeed they were 
all Equally guilty ; only that the Murdered Perſon was her 
Husband, was an Aggravation that peculiarly belonged to 
her. But let that be as it will, it is what was acted in Scot- 
land; and the Queen of Scots being, as ſhe writes in danger 
of her Life from her own Subjects, and being promiſed by 
Queen E!izaberb that ſhe ſhould receive from her all the Love 
and Kindneſs of a Sifter ; who could have expected that after 
et Arrival in England, ſhe ſhould not only be denied Acceſs 
o the Queen's Preſence, but alſo kept as a Priſoner ? And 
that ſhe ſhould not only not be aſſiſted againſt her Subjects, 
but that inſtead thereof, the Queen ſhould ſupport them a- 
1 5 her, and give them Commiſſions, and an Order to form 
| Proceſs againft her; was certainly (te ſpeak as gently of 
It as we can ] à very great Piece of Ingratitude in Queen 
Elizabeth; and may well enough be called Injuftice. And 
ſo no doubt it was looked upon by the Lord Viſcount Herris, 
ho made the following Addreſs in her behalf, to Queen 
re | 


„ Madam, The Queen, my Miſtreſs, who is in nothing ſubject to 
You bur by Mi gortune, toes defire jou would chnſider that it u 4 
work of Bo Example, and moſt pernicious Conſequence, to give 
79 That ber Rebe lious Subjets ſhould be beard againſt her, who 
Hethg not able 10 deſtroy ber I Arms, do promiſe themſelves to 


OY 


"Aſſalſmnare ber even in your dun Breaſt , under the Colour of 


4 


lie, Malen, Corfider the Efleze of Worldly Affairs, aud 


pe ſne Compaſſion to the Calamities of your poor Suppliant. 
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Murder of ber Servants, the Cruel defgns on ber Sacred Perſon ; 
er fo many Priſons and Chains, the Subjells ave beard agai 
their Queen, rhe x. wg arg their Jawfal Miſtreſs, rhe Gu 
again] the Innocent, and the Felons againſt their Fudge, Where 
ge nc, or what do we do? The News (6b MAT in the 
Extremities of all ibe Earth, yes bath fhe nor taken rhe ſenſe of 
Humanity from us. Confider, fhe is your own your mol 
Kinſmoman, one of the beſt Queens in the World, for mem your 
we preparing Bloody Scaffolds ; aud that in a place where fhe was - 
2 and expected greateſt Favours, I mant words 10 expreſs 
fo 110 15 a deed; But ] am 4 19 come 10 the — 

10 juſtify tbe Innocence of my Queen, by Wameſſes unreprove. 
and by Papers weak Bs Subſcribed by regs of the 4. 
euſerss If this will vos ſuffice, 1 oſſer my ſelſ by yow Mapftics 
Permiſhon, 10 2 band to baud for the bonn of my Qn 4. 
gainſt the moſt bardy and re ſolnte of 1hoſe who are ber Accuſers.. 
ts 1his I do aſſure my ſelf of your Equity and that you will nos 
deny that Favour unto ber, who mill a:tuowkdge ber ſelf obliged 
to your Danny. | 

But it was in vain to make Addreſſes of this Nature te 
Queen Elizaberb, who found her Advantages in the Misfor- 
tunes of the Queen of Scotland, and therefore made no Ac- 
count of fach Remonftrances , but commanded the Co- 
mifioners, who were the Dukes of Narfal and Jux to p- 
ted unto the Charge. To countenance which, the Counteis 
of Lexox, the Lord Darky's Mother, had of late with Tears 
grievouſiy complained to _ El:zaberb in her Husten 
zad her own Name, and de fired ſhe might be caſted to her 
Trial, for the Musther of their Son. And the Council were 
almoft all of Opinion, that ſhe ought to de detained here 2s - 
2 Priloner taken as by right of War, tit ſhe gare S 
for uſurping the Titte of England, ( for this Core lay fill at 
the Bottom) and for the Death of the Lord Purky her H 
band, who was a Native Subct of Bgland. So that the 
Queen of Scots, inſtead of being received by Queen Ebpabab 
25 2 Neighbonring Queen and Kinfwoman, was denied dcr 
2 RC, __ * as a Criminal ig cg Cormmiſhoners = 

by. her ſelf, for thiags done in own Kingdom, 
3 was 2 Soveraign Queen, and how con] thas” 
was with the Love and Kindneks promiled her, or even with 
Common Juſtice, I leave the Reader to Jadge. 7 

To fpealc of the Charge againſt the Queen of Scars, de 
the Queen's Commiſſioners, and the Pkadiogs of the Saws 
2gainft her, and her Anſwers thereto, would take wp too mack - 


200m. "The iſſue of it was that they came to ne 


Sentence one way ox other >» which the Queens was not plcaſed 

with: However other Commiſſioners were chen to hear 

aud examine further into this matter; and in the mean i 

W keep the Queen of Scots a Priſoner. And indeed that u. 

bh Quern ds kept a Nr * 
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Vears, and conld not obtain her Liberty but by her Death, 
and that a Violent one too, being taken off by the band of 
(Juſtice I will not ſay, for I think ſhe had hard Dealing, but 
by che hand of ) the Hangman, The occaſion of which ! 
will make haſte to declare. 3 FP 
The Queen of Scots being impriſoned, as we have before 
related. for no other reaſon but becauſe ſhe fled into En:land 
to avoid the fury of her own Rebellious Subjects, became 
extreamly troubled at it, and fo did all that had any kindneſs 
for her; and ſeveral Attempts were made by them for her 
Deliverance; but inftead of Effecting that, they did but make 
her Bonds the ſtronger. The Duke of Norfolk ſought her in 
Marriage, and. the Queen of Scots was well enough pleaſed 
with it; nay , the great Leiceſter himſelf Encouraged the Duke 
of Norfolk: therein. And yet this matter came to nothing, or 
rather to worſe than nothing with the Duke, who inſtead of 
getting the Queen of Scots for his Wife, loſt his own' Head 
upon Tower-Hill. If it be faid that the Queen of Scots was 
privy to ſeveral Deligns againſt Queen Elizabeth, and that 
| thoſe that were her Friends, were the Queens Enemies; I 
grant it: But who that had been fo long, and ſo cauſſeſſy 
kept a Priſoner, would not be glad of making uſe of any pro- 
þable means for the- obtaining of their Liberty , tho* they 
were ſuch as could not perhaps in ſtrictneſs of Juſtice be ap- 
proved of? And I would further ask, Whether it was not more 
unjuſt in Queen Elizabeth to detain the Queen of Scots ſo long 


2 Priſoner, without cauſe, than for that Queen to endeavour 


to procure her Liberty, by what means ſhe thought were 
maoſt likely to Effect it? Eſpecially after the Queen of Scots 
had ſo often applied her ſelf to Queen Elizabeth in the moſt 
Suppliant and Affactionate manner in the World, offering to 

ive her all the Aſſurance ſhe' was capable of, never to give 
ßer any cauſe of trouble while she lived; tho' she was not 
© only her near Kinſwoman, but the next Heir of the Crown. 

But perhaps that was her only Crime, and had she not been 
id cixcumſtanced, she might have found more favour at Eliza- 


berb's hands. And tho? after the Pope had Excommunicated 


1 Queen Elis aberb, and was willing to give away that which 
'- was none of his own, that is, her Kingdom from her; and 
that all the Conſpiracies againſt her, made it one of their 


Deſigus to deliver the Queen of Scots, upon the ſuppoſal of 


ber preſent Right to this Kingdom; yet I ſee not how this 
Could affect that Queen, both hecauſc ſhe was a Priſoner, and 
- . Atogether ignorant of their Proce:ding. Tho' I confeſs this 
was pleaded in vain by that Queen, when ſhe was both tried 
and condemned, and afterwards Executed, for having a hand 


In Babirgton s Conſpiracy. Which, as 1 have before noted, 


being the great Blemiſh of Elizaberb's Reign, it will be worth 
pur while, to ſet chat work of Darkneſs in a true Light; and 

F Bramine how far the Queen of Scots could be affected by If, 
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And the rather, becauſe by making the Injuſtice thereof ap- 


pear, we ſhall juſtify the Impartiality of our Secret Hiſtory, 
bat the Popiſh Party was always violently enraged a+ 


gainſt Queen Elizabeth (as they are ſtill againſt all Prote- 


nts ) is too evident to be denied : As an inftance where- 
of one Ballard, a'Seminary Prieſt of Rbeims, came over into 
land with as much Malice in his heart againſt Queen Eliza- 
beth as Rome and Hell was able to inſpire him with, and en- 


deavoured to ſtir up ſeveral Perſons to Aſſaſſinate the Queen, 
telling them they ſhould have Aſſiſtance from the King of 


Spain and others, and that this was the moſt convenient time, 
that could be met withal, or hoped for, ſince the Pope, the 
King of Spain, the Duke of Guiſe, and the Prince of Parma,, 


had decreed to ſet upon England; to divert them from the 
lo · Country War. Amongſt others that this Ballard had 


drawn in to hearken to his ſtories, was one Anthony Babington, 
a Gentleman deſcended from a good Family in Darby. ſbire, 
of a great Spirit, and of Knowledge above his Age; and 
(which was the main Motive) a very zealous Roman Catho- 
lick; who had not long before been privately in France, 
where he became familiarly acquainted with one Thomas More 
an, a Servant of the Queen of Scots, and the Biſhop of Glaſco 
zer Ambaſſador, who by their continual applauding and ad- 


miring of the Vertues of ſo great a Princeſs, made him have 
an ardent deſire to be acquainted” with her; and now Ballard 


the Prieſt propounding the — the Queen of Scots at 
Liberty, to be one part of their Deſign, made him the more 


Zealous in the Buſineſs; by whom alio ſeveral others were 


drawn in, and eſpecially Six, that had Engaged to give the 
fatal Blow. Some being carried on by hopes of great Re- 


ward, ſome by their hatred to the Proteſtant Religion, and 
ſome were ſo vain as to pretend it was by a deſire of Glory; 
and fond were ſome of this bloody Embryo conceived in 


their own wicked Hearts, that they cauſed their Deſigu to be 
Printed in a Table, with Devices to it, as the Authors of Li- 
berty: And among the reft, Babington could not contain him- 
ſelf from Writing an Account of it to the Queen of Scots in 


Priſon; but the Letters being brought to her Secretaries, 


Nave and Curles, they did not think fit to communicate it to 


their Miſtreſs, as well knowing ſhe had before often declared 


her abkorrence of ſuch violent Deſigns z but ſince one patt 
of the Conſpiracy was to releaſe the Queen of Scots from her 
Impriſonment, they thought they would not neglett the 0c- 
caſion; and therefore they wrote back an Anſwer to the Let- 
ter in the Queens Name, tho* without her knowledge; in 
which they praiſed Babingien for his Zeal to the Catholick 
Religion, and to the Sacred Perſon of their Lady, who was 
the Supportreſs of it; adviling him to take Caenſideration 


weich him in this Enterprize, and to make a ſtrong Aﬀociation 
amongftthem who were to be the Actors and the Authors, 


and 


vag T de Trae Secret Hiſtory of © 


and to attempt nothing before they had Aſſurance of AM 


from Foreign Parts z and withal, to ſtir up ſome new Tren- 
hes in- Ireland, before they gave this Blow in England ; they © * 


adviſed him alſo to draw unte his Party the Earl of Arunde® © 


and his Brothers, and others named in the Letter; they alſa 
preſcribed a means for the Deliverance of the Queen, either 

By overturning one of her Coaches in the Gate, or by ſetting, 
an fire ſome Rooms belonging to ber Querries ia the Caftle ;, - 
ar to take her away where ſhe too Horſe to xefreſh her 

eh, by taking the Air: And in concluſion adviſed him to 
ware great Rewards to the Six Gentlemen, and to all the 
weſt 


Babington, preſuming it was the Queen: who by this Letter 
treated with him, became ſo vainly puffed up, that, to En- 
aourage. his Brethren in Iniquity he diſcovered the Letter to 
them, te, inflame them with the greater deſire to execute 
their Deſign: And they were ſo tranſported therewith, that 
tio they ſhut their Eyes againft the Danger, yet they opened 
thein Mouths to diſcover the Secret, which was communicated 
to ſo many of their Accomplices, that the Number of the 
Cenſpirators was the means. of detecting the Conſpiracy = 
CThe: in truth Secretary Walfngbam knew of it from the be- 
Sinning, and let them go an ſo long, till the Queen (whom 
He all along acquaiated with what he knew ) told him, Thas 
w let it go. en any furtber, was nov to truſt GO D, but to temp: 
kim , Pon there was one Giford among them, who being. 
atiarged' with a Commiſſion to keep all their Letters ſafe, 
carried them all to Secretary Walpngham, who having opened 
and tranſeribed them, made them up again with that dexte- 
aty. that it was unperceiveable. And the laſt uritten by Ba- 
ington, with the Aniwer of the Secretaries, in the Name ot 
the Queen of Scots, was carried to Queen Eliaubeth and ſhew- 
A to her Council. And the Conſpirators being apprehend- 
ac, Babingten was examined about thele Letters, who con- 
Stlled; according as he believed, that he had treated: with, 
tte Queen of Scotland, according to thoſe Letters; in uhich 

de ſpoke truly as he thought, tho” he did. not ſpeak the 


The Confpirators after Examination. were brought to their 
Ina, at which 1ome pleaded Guilty, and others were found 
wle by their jury; whereupon they were all Executed, 
andthat-in.ſo ſevere a manner (I mean the firſt ſeven q thas,, 
tho they well deſerved Death for the horrid Treaſon. they: 
Wi goed" to perpetrate ; yet the manner of their Execution: 
es ſuch , as juſtly merits the Imputation of Barbarous 
*Eragity;z for-Ballwd, the Prime Inſtigator of all, who. was de- 
-fervedly firſt Executed, was. cut down while he was alive 3 
aud had: his, Bowels ript up, and tak en out before his Face 5; 
and Babington being cut down, and abvut to be quartered,, 
cried ont; Lord jeſus have Mercy. on me; Savage, who fir fu 
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undertook to kill the Queen, the Rope breaking, fell down 
8 the Gibbet, and * immediately bowelled, and his Privy 
Members cut off, while he was yet alive; which inhumane 
Cruelty was diſliked of thoſe who yet thought them worthy 
ath .- 
he Trials and Execution of theſe Criminals being over, 
it was now debated in Council what ſhould be done with the 
Queen of Scots, who by the Letters found with Babington, 
aud even by his own Confeſſion, was Privy to their Deſign, 
and an Encourager of it; tho' that Babington was miſtaken, 
and how he came to be ſo, has been already declared; and 
the Queen of Scots Secretaries, Nave and Curle, having been 
apprehended and Examined, and well enough 5 
they had done, if they ſhould own it as their own Act and 
Deed, would conſign them over to the juſt Puniſhment of 
the Law, oy declared they had writ thoſe Letters by the 
Command of the Queen of Scots, who diftated what they 
writ. Theſe things appeared ſo evident, that a Commiſhon 
was granted for the Tryal of the Queen of Scots: Tho' at 
the ſame time there was a great Suſpicion that WWalſngbam 
had ſome hand in Corrupting her Secretaries to write thoſe 
Letters; that ſo ſhe might be brought in as an Acceſſary in 
that Conſpiracy ; for it was evident from ſome of their Let- 
ters, that Curle about this time preſſing Walfngham to be as 
ood as his Word, Walſingham checked him, as one unmind- 
of the Extraordinary fayour ſhewed him, foraſmuch as 


he had confeſſed nothing but what his fellow Neve ftanding d 
by, and urging him to, he was not able to deny. Which in 
ſhort, ewe ſome foul Practice between Waikngham and 4 
them. 8 5 
A Commiſſion being granted by Authority of the Queens | 


Letters, to ſeveral Lords of the Privy Council, and divers 0- 
thers of the Engliſh Nobility, grounded upon an A& of the 
27th of the Queen, for the paſſing of Sentence, as in caſe of 
High Treaſon, againſt all ſuch as raiſed Rebellion, invaded 
the Kingdom, or attempted any Violence againft the Queen. 
The greater part of theſe Commiſhoners ſoon after rev 
paired to Futberingay-Caſtle in Northampton. ſbire, where the 
Queen of Scots was then kept Priſoner ; and the next day ſent 
to her Sir Walter Mildmay, Sir Amias Powlet, and Edward - 
Barker, a Publick Notary, who delivered the Queens Letters 
for her Tryal into her hand; which ſhe firſt peruſed, and 
then ſaid, I am very much troubled that the Queen, my dear Siſter, 5 
# ſo iÞ informed of me, after I have ſo often fore · warned ber of © | 
many Imminent Dangers, tbo ] could not be believed, but bave 
always been deſpiſed, and no credit given to my words, When'the © 
Aſſociation was Entred into, and an Ad of Parliament paſſed up- 
on the ſame, 1 foreſaw thar whatſoever Danger from Foreign 
Princes, or diſcontented Perſons at bome, or for the matter of 
Religion, thas ſhould happen here, it would al be laid upon _ 
; | 3 Back, 
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Back, Baving many ernel' and Potent Adverſaries at the Court. 
Aueh nuch wonder that the Queen ſhould lay ber Command 
wow me, 10 bold up my hand at the Bar, whom ſhe knows 10 be 
vr abſolute Queen ; neither will } do any thing which may deropate 
from Princely Majeſty, or be prejudicial to Princes of my degree, 
4 10 my Son the King of Scotland, &c. with ſeveral other 
Words to that purpole ; but ſhe had as good have ſeid no- 
ming, for they were reſolved to try her, notwithſtanding alt 
der Allegations to the contrary ; And having deſired that 
the might anſwer in Parliament before the States of the King- 
dom, that alſo was denied her: And when ſhe told the Com- 
miſſioners that the would never ſubmit to the New Law men- 
tioned. in the Commiſſioners Patent, the Lord Treaſurer told 
Ber they would proceed againſt her, tho” ſhe were abſent, and 
continued Contumacious, At laft, upon their Regiſtring her 
' Fzotcftation againft it, ſhe fubmitted to her Trial. : 
Upon her Trial, *Babingron's Conſpiracy was brought as an 
Evidence againft her ; 3 that ſhe was guilty of it, as 
having a— it, aftentec to it, and both promiſed Afiſt- 
ance, and laid down the way and means of Effecting it. To 
which ſhe anſwered that ſhe knew not Babington, that ſhe had 
never received any Letters from him, neither had ſhe ever 
written to him, nor had ſhe ever plotted the Queens Deſlructi- 
en; and for the Evincing hereof, they muft produce ſome 
Sabſcription written with her own hand; but that ſhe never 
Nad ſo much as heard of any ſuch thing ; that ſhe knew not 
Rullard, nor had ſhe ever torſtered him; that ſhe had excited 
no Perion to any wicked deſign; and that being in Priſon, 
te could neither know of, nor hinder their Attempts : | Then 
the was urged with Babington's Confeſſion of the Correſpon- 
denee by Letters that had paſſe&between her and him: And 
the Copics of Babington's Letters were Read, wherein the 
whole- Conſpiracy was ſet down. As for thoſe Letters, ſaid 
ihe, J lyow not but that Babington might write tbem, but let 
# be proved tbat ever I received them. If Babington, or any 
' ethers affirmed ſo much, I ſay plainly tbat they lie: Other mens 
fals muſt no». be laid upon me. A Pacquer of Letters indeed 
ieh was drained almoſt 4 whole year, came te my bands, but 
who. ſent it, I know not. | | x 
o grove that ſhe received Babington's Letters, were Read 
ent uf Babingron's Contefhon, the Heads of the Letters which 
- Babimguen voluntarily conteſſed that she had written back to 
dim. In which, when mention was made of the Earl of Arun- 
4 and his Brothers, and the Earl of Northumberland, she 
burſt forth into Tears, and faid, Alas for me ! what and how 
many Miſeries for my Cauſe bath that Noble Family of the How- 
axds ſuffered And a while after, wiping her Eyes, she ar- 
fwered, Babington might confeſs what be liſted; but it was a ma- 
nifeſt Lye, that ſhe bad invented any ſuch means to Eſcape. 
Friome Characters which ſos uſed in writing to others, ber Ad- 
wverjaries 
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aries might eaſily get, and therewithal write many ſalſe anl . 
15 Tings. Neither was. is likely ſhe. ſhould ſeth Ang of uber 
Fand of Arundel, whom ſhe Ine w was laid in Priſon, or of Nor- 
thumberland , who was a. very young Man, aud unkzawe w 
her. HOP. Y 
There were alſe Read thole things that were gathereA oat 
of the Confeſſions of Ballard and Savage, who confeſled thut 
Babington shewed them Letters which the Queen of Scars ha? 
wricten to him. | 9 | bs NE, 
To this $he affirmed, That Babington received one from 
ler z yea, that ſbe was offended at orbers, who, ſecretly adtueraiſc# 
her of 4 purpoſe to invade England; and ſhe adviſed them no br 
ware what whey. went about. 4,” 

Then were thoſe Letters produced, in which Babinennd's 
Treaſon: was commended: and approved. She deſſred v ler 
the Copy of them; which being shewed her, sbe a1 
Thar they came not from ber, but it might be from ber Alphabes aff 
ſecret Characters in France: For ſhe owned that Jhe, as exory 
ane by the inſtin# of Nature will do, was earneſtly deli uus to . 
gein ber Liberty, and dealt with ber Friends 10 procure itz 
20 ſome, ( whom ſhe would not name.) that offered ubeir 4 
ance to free her, ſhe gave not ſo much as 4 word in anſwer. 
Nevertheleſs fhe bad 4a great defire to turn away the ſtorm of Mor- 
ſecution from the Catholichs, and this ſhe earneſily beſought nike 
Queen for: That ſbe would not willingly gain rhe K inglom n 
tbe Blood of the meaneſt of the People; much leſs of the Queens: 
Many there were that took dangerous Enterprizes in hand, which 
ſhe new AA And that ſome in Leners which ſbe bal 
lately received, had asked Pardon of ber, if they ſhauld sake any 
matter in hand without making ber afhnainted. That it was # 
very eaſy matier to Counterfert the Cyphers and ſecret Chara@ers 
of others 4 the which a young Man lately did in France, which 
too upon bim to be ber Sons Baſtard Brother, She feared Tike- 
wiſe that this might be Walſingham's Device again(t ber, 

a ſhe bad heard, ploned againſt ber own and ber Sons Life. She 
alſo 722 that ſhe bad not ſo much as in thought conſpirell 4. 


gainſt the Queen's Life; that ſhe would. willingly lay down” bo- 


Life, rather than for her cauſe, and in hatred: to her, the poor 
Carbolicks ſhould be thus miſerably vexed, and hurried to lam, 
ble Executions. © | ESE IS, 

But ( ſaid the Treaſurer) no Perſon that behaved himſelf 
as a dutiſul Subject, hath been Put to Death for his Religions 
ſake; but ſome indeed for Treaſon, while they maintained the 


Pope's Authority, and his Bull againſt the Queen. | a 
But I have been told to the contrary, (aid ſhe, and laue Ne 
it tn printed Books, | 333 
To which the Treaſurer replied, True indeed; ſo the Authors 
of thoſe Books write, that the Queen hath Joſt all Priviledge- 
of Princely Dignity. | | | . 
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Then Wal , (who perceived he had but juſt befors 
deen ftruck at by her words, laying hold upon this occaſion, 
role up, and faid, I cal! GOD to witneſs, that as & private May, 
have done nothing unbeſeeming an honeſt Man, nor any thi 
which ſuited not well with my Place, conſidering the Publick Charge 


I bear: I confeſs, that being very carefully ſolicitous for the ſafe. 


the Queen and Kingdom, 1 have ſearched ſo at curiou 

— nd out the Mabie againſt al If Ballard bad e | 
me bis belp, 1 would not have rejected it, but have requited big 
pains alſo, If 1 plotted or deviſed any thing with him, why re. 
vealed be it not to ſave by Life ? Mey 
The Queen of Scots replied , She was 2 4 with this 
Anſwer ; and requeſted bim moreover not to be offended that ſhe 
ſpoke freely what bad been told ber; and that he would give ng 
more belief to thoſe that ſlandered ber, than ſhe would 10 thoſe 
that traduced bim; Spies and Agents of that Nature being not to 
be truſted, for they will think one thing, and ſay another; and that 
he would in nc caſe believe that ſbe gave any conſent to burt the 
Queen; and thereupon burfting forth into Tears, ſhe ſaid, 
Never would I bazard my own Souls health, by conſpiring the de- 
ſtruction of my deareſt Siſter, 

| The Lawyers went on Mill, charging her with a Letter 
which Charles Pager writ, touching the Conference between 
Ballard and Mendoza, about the invading of England, and ſet- 


ting her at Liberty, and that Curle one of her . Attendants, 
had teflified that she received the ſame. Alſo that $he had 


adviſed about making over the Kingdom of Exgland to the 


Spaniard, and that she had a purpoſe to ſend her Son into Spain: 


Alſo that She knew Moygan well enough, who ſent Parry into 


England to be the Queen's Aſſaſſinate, and allowed him a year- 


ly Penſion, They likewiſe produced the heads of her Letters 
to Ingleſield and the Lord Pager, and to Barnardine Mendoza, 
the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, touching Foreign Forces: But after 
all the Allegations, the matter in the oncluſion was reduced 


to Babington's Letter, in which he gave her notice of the Con- 


ſpiracy, and to the Anſwer which she made to it, exhorting 
bim to purſue his Deſign: But moſt of all to the Depoſiti- 
ons of her own Secretaries, who gave aſſurances that she did 


dictate the ſaid Letter, as alſo other Letters to Foreign Princes, 
ta invade England with Arms: Theſe things they preſſed hard- 


eſt upon her, and indeed they ſeemed to carry ſome Probabi- 


ty with them. But to all their ſeveral Allegations, sbe thus 
. vindicated her helf: In which the Reader may ſee the Solidity 
.of her Judgment, and the Clearneſs of her Underftanding : 


"Which tho” it be ſomething long, yet I know not how to omit 


it, it being all to the purpoſe. 


If the Queen my Sifter hath given you a Commiſſion to 


4 ſee Juſtice done, it is reaſonable that you should begin it 
rather by the Eaſing of my Sufferings, than by the Oppreſ- 
ling of my Innocence, I came into England to implore Stic 


-» cour 
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* gour againſt the Rebellion of my Subjects. My Blood, Atk- 
« ance, Sex, Neighbourhood, and the Title which I bear of 2 
« Queen, did promiſe me all Satisfaction, and here I meet witk 
« my greateſt Affliction. This is the Twentieth Year that I 
have been detained Priſoner, without Cauſe, without Ren 
* ſon, without Mercy, and (which is more) withont Hops. 
am no Subjeft of your Miſtreſſes, but a free and an Abie- 
ute Queen and ought net to make Anſwer but to GG 
<« alone, the Soreraign judge of my Actions, or bring any 
* Prejudice to the Character of Royal Majeſty, either in my 
* Son the King of Scotland, or his Succeſſors; nor other So- 
« veraign' Princes of the Earth. This 4s the Prote ſtation 
< which I have made, and which I repeat again in your Rre- 
< ſence, before I make any Anſwer to the Crimes which ar 
< impoſed on me, x 
*The blackeſt of all the Calumnies de charge me for he 
< ving conſpired the Death of my moſt dear Couſin ; an 
< after many Circumventions, all the Proofs are reduced is 
< the Letter of Bebington, the Depoſition of my Secreravies, 
< and my Solicitations made to Foreign Princes, to invade 
„ England with Arms. I will anſwer effectually to all thei 
Articles, and make the Juſtice of my Cauſe moſt dearly ap 


AE pear to thoſe, who shall without Paſhon look upon it. An 
© in'the firſt place, I ſwear and proteſt that I never ſaw Bub- 


* ington, who is made the Principal in this Charge. I never 
< received any Letter from him, neither had he any Letter 
from me; I have always abhorred theſe Violent and Black 
< Counſels, which tended to the Ruine of Queen Elizabeth, 
and I am ready to produce Letters from thoſe, who having 
© had ſome Evil Enterprize, have excuſed themſelves that they 
< have diſcovered nothing to me, becauſe they were aſſurel 
that my Spirit was oppoſite to ſuch Deſigns. I could net 
* know what Babington or his Accomplices have done, being 2 
<* Priſoner ; he might write what he pleaſed, but I am rertain 
that I never ſaw nor heard of any Letter of his to me. 


And if there be found any Anſwer written by me to ſuck 


© things as never ſo much as entered into my Imagination, it 
« is an abominable Forgery. We live not in an Age nora 


© Realm, that is to learn the Trade to deceive. Tam inform- 


ed that i/alſmgham, one amongſt you, who hath conſpired 


my Death, and the Death of my Son, doth uſe ſuch Arti- 


% fices, and hath counterfeited a Letter from me, in anſwer 
* to that of Babington's; which he hath intercepted. The o- 


4e ther innocently believed it, and took his Oath that igpcame 


from me: But all this is no more than one ſimple” Con- 
* jxQure. There ſhould be a Million of Witneſſes, mare 


clear than the Rays of the Sun, to impeach a Soveraign 
Queen, who comprehends within her Authority ſo man 
* Millions of Lives. And a Man unknown, a Man half dead, 
< is believed againſt me; who ſpake all that he knew, and that 


* which 


4! 
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* which he knew not, to deliver himſelf from the horrible 
“ Cruelties of his Examiners. Let them produce but one 
Letter of my hand, one ſhadow of the Crime, and I will 
« yield my ſelf convinced. I ſpeak it in the Sincerity of my 
« heart, and of the Tears of my Eyes, I would not Conquer 
« 2 Kingdom with the Blood of the vileſt Perſon picked out 
« of the Scum of the People; much leſs with the Blood of a 
« Queen. I will never make Shipwrack of my Soul, in con- 
« ſpiring the Ruine of a Perſon, to whom I have vowed ſo 
much honour and friendſhip. 

For my Secretaries, I did always take them for good honeſt 
Men, but if they do charge me, and accuſe me in their De- 
„ poſitions, with having dictated an Anſwer to Babington's 
Letter, they have committed two great Faults z the firſt, in 
„ violating the Oath which they have made to be Secret and 
Faithful to their Miſtreſs. The ſecond, in inventing ſo de- 
© teſtable a Calumny againſt her to whom they owe all Re- 
*© yerence and Fidelity. In a manner all the belief that you 
« draw from them, amounts to no more than this, that it comes 
from perfidious Men. O good GOD! In what a deſperate 
Condition, is the Majeſty and Safety of Princes, if they de- 
«* pend upon the Writings and the Witneſſes of their Secre- 
< taries in Affairs of ſo high a Conſequence! How many are 
« of them, who proftitute themſelves to the uncertainty of 
*© Riches? How many of them for fear only do comply with 
« the Menaces of the Great Ones? They are Men of For- 
* tune, who follow the Ebb and Flow of Inconſtancy. If thoſe 
« poor Men have taken their Oaths, as you ſay, it was only to 
deliver themſelves from the horror of your Torments, and 
put all upon the Crowned Head of a Queen, which they 


© thought was inacceſſible to your Commiſſions. 


* But what Lawyers are you, to put Babington to Death, 


© without bringing him before me, face to face? To open 


* his Mouth by Torments to tell a Lye, and then to ſhut it up 
« for ever againſt the Truth? 1f my Secretaries are yet a- 


© live, let them come into my Preſence, and 1 aſſure my elf 
Boy they will not perſiſt in that Depoſition which you object a- 


gainſt me. Doth it not eaſily appear, that you proceed here 


© ina bad belief; and that you borrow theſe poor Formalities 


* ro give ſome ſlight tincture to your pre-judgings ? 
** 1 never did dictate any thing to my Servants, but what 


Nature did ſuggeſt unto me. for the Recovering of my Li- 


« berty. This is the third Objection of your Proceſs. And 


I demand of you, if I have not committed a great Crime, to 


dere a Benefit which every common Voice doth teach us; 
* which the Laws do approve, which all Men do practice; 


- © which Nature prompts the Nigbtingals, and every little Bird 
© unto, that are impriſoncd in their Cages: What can he do 
* lefs that ſees himſelf in Irons, but implore the affiſtance of 
nis Friends, and defire that ſome ſtrong hand of Mercy might 
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Open the Priſon for him. I confeſs, I have had the deſire of 
« Liberty, but I deny that I ſought the Effect thereof by that 
“ means which you alledge. It is a ftrange thing that a Pri- 
&« ſoner, all whoſe Actions arc ſpied into, and every ftep ſhe 
© treads is counted, ſhould do the Affair which great Sove- 
© raigns, tho of free and moſt abſolute Power, could not re- 
move. So many years are now paſſed, ſince I have heen as 
te it were in the Chains of miſerable Captivity ;. yet neither 
the Offers which I have made, nor the Aſſurances which IL 
have given, nor the increaſe of my Sickneſs, nor the decli- 
ning of my Age, could move my Sifter to my Enlargement. 
“Have I not offered to contract a ſtrict Friendſhip wich her, 
* to cheriſh her, to reſpect her ahove all the Princes in Chri- 
« ftendom, to forget all Offences, to acknowledge her the 
true and Legitimate Queen of England; ſubmitting all my 
Rights to the Benefits of her Peace; neither to pretend to, 
„ nor take any part of the Crown, during her Life; and to 
remove both the Title and the Arms of England, which I 
© only attributed to my ſelf by the Commandment of Henry 
the Second King of France? And yet all theſe Submithons 
© haye prevailed nothing for my Deliverance. Am I ſo much 
* to be blamed, it I have deſired Foreign Princes, my Friends 
and my Allies, to draw. me out from the Depth of theſe 
* Miſeries ? And yet I neither have, nor was Ever willing 
© to confirm into the hands of the King of Spain, the Right 
* which he pretended to the Crown of England, altho' he 
* hath been angry with me concerning it; But I have given 
* reſpe&. unto my Siſter ſo far, that I have neglected both my 
„Life and Liberty, to ſatisfy her Intereft ; and have de- 
* lighted my ſelf with. the Prayers of Eſther, and not with 
* the Sword of Fuditb. But I now ſpeak and declare, 
that ſince England is inequitable, and fo unkind unto me, 
2 that I neither ought, nor will refuſe the Aid of other 
Ings. | | | 
= oe here ſincerely declared my thoughts, and my Coun - 
* ſels' to you, on this Accuſation ; and if Right and Equity  * 
* muſt give way to Power, and Force muſt oppreſs the Truth > 
* amongſt Men, I do appeal to the Living GOD, who hath. ' 
*an Abſolute Empire of Command over Elizabeth and my 
* ſelf, I ſwear unto you by GO, and proteſt unto you by 
* my Honour, that for this long time, I have had my 
„Thoughts on no Kingdom but only that of Heaven which 
I look. on as the Haven after my Sufferings: I believe 1 
have now ſatisfied all your Objections: And I am ſure 
that you are ſatisfied, in your own Conſciences, that the 
greateſt Charge againſt me is my Birth, and that nothing 
* renders me guilty but my Religion. But I will not den 
that, to which by GOD's Goodneſs I am born, nor remove - 
=o (Ttt) 1 the 
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© the Character which I received in the days of my Baptiſm , 
& for as I have lived, ſo I will die a Catholick. For that's the 
Crime alone, for which 1 need no Advocate to defend me; 
in which I deſire all the World to be my Witneſſes, and fear 
“e not the ſevereſt Judges, ; 
This is the Subſtance of the Queen of Scots Defence; which 
not ſatisfying the Commiſſioners, they prorogued their Meet- 
ing again, till the 25th of October, at the Stat-Chamber at 
Weſtminſter : At which time and Place all the Commiſhoners 
met, except the Earls of Shrewsbury and Warwick, who were 
then indiſpoſed. And when Nave and Curle had conftantly 
affirmed that the ſeveral Letters and Copies of Letters for. 
merly produced before them, were true and Authentick, and 
confirmed the fame by Oath, vive voce, willingly and volun- 
tarily, without Fope or Reward, ſays the Record; (as if their 
own Lives, who were guilty of writing thofe Letters, were 
not Reward enough) Sentence was pronounced againft the 
Queen of Scots; which was ratified by the Seals and Sub- 
ſcriptions of the Commithoners, in manner and form follow- 
ing : | 
J iz. By their unanimous Aſſent and Conſent, at the Day and 
Place laſt mentioned, they pronounce and declare this Sentence, 
and Fudicial Verdict, and ſay, That after the End of the foreſaid 
Seſſion of Parliament, ſpecified in the Commiſſion aforeſaid , 10 
wit, after th firſt day of June, in the ſeven and twentietb year 
of the Reign of our Soveraign I ady the Queen aforeſaid, and be- 
fore the date of the ſaid Commiſſion, divers matters were Com-. 
paſſed" and imagined in this Xingdem of England by Anthony 
Babington, and others, with the Priviry of ibe ſaid Mary Queen 
o! Scots, prerendivg Title to the Crown of the Kingdom of Eng- 
land, tending to the hurt, death, and deſiruttion of the Royal Pe- 
Jon of our ſaid Soveraign Lady the Queen, And fnrihermore, that 
after the firſt day of June aforeſaid, in the ſeven and twentieth 
your abowveſaid, and before the dating of aur Commiſſion aforeſaid, 
the forejaid Mary, pretending Title to the Crown and Kingdom of 
England, Þith compaſſed and imagined within thu Kingdom f 
England, divers matters tendirg to the Furr, death, and de. 
ſiruttion of the Royal Perſon of cir Soveraign Lady the Queen, 
eptinſt tbe erm of he Starute ſpecific in the Commiſſion afore- 
1 his wos the Sin*fence and Tue of the Queen of  Scovs 
Trial, K hien 'depended wholly upon the Truſt and Honeſty 
of ber own ecretaries; or rather upon their Villany and 
Perjury: and yet even theſe Witneſſes, as bad as they were, 
were not ſuffered to be brought face to face againft her, 
w hereby the Truth of their Evidence, or her Innocence, might 
have been made the better ts #ppear ; But that her own Ser- 
F306> mould be taken as Witneſſes" againſt her, to 8 a 
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:freſpondence that they themſelves were only guilty of, 
ke her being ſuffered to confront em, and make her on 
Defence before em, can never be accaunted Juſtice. Beſides, 
one of em, to wit, Nave, ſeveral years after, vix. in 1606. 
denied that he had at all accuſed the Queen of Scots, as was 
alledged; but affirmed that had he had his Liberty, and been 
permitted to appear, he would have acquitted her, and would 
have teſtified that ite neither ever ſaw Babington's Letter, nor 
much leſs writ any Anſwer. And indeed the Proof againſt 
her was ſo very weak, that thoſe who © andemn'd: her, did 
nevertheleſs declare that the Sentence pronounzd againſt her, 
did no ways affect or prejudice James King of Fats, either in 
Right or Honour; but that he continued in the ſame Place, 
Right, and Honour, as if that Sentence had never been 
ſed. f * 148 
3 being thus paſs'd againſt her, Execution was yet 
deferr d: The Queen was unwilling (how much ſoever ſhe * 
defir'd it) to make this her own' Act: She: knew very well 
how ill it would be reſented by Foreign Princes, and eſpecial- 
ly by the King of Scotland, to have his Mother die by the 
hands of the Hangman; and that they leaſt ſhe could expe, © * 
would be to be branded with Tyranny, if not Inhumanity, 
conſidering the Queen of Scots was her nęar Kinſwoman. 
Therefore ſoon after the Sentence pronounc d againſt her, a 
Parliament: was held at Veſtminſter, in which the Queen was 
Petition'd, that for the Preſervation of the- true Keligion, 
the Tranquility of the Kingdom, the Sa ſety of the Quetn and 
of the Nation, and their Poſterity, the Sentence againſt Mary? 
Queen of Scots might be executed; backing their Requeſt with 
ſeveral Reaſons: Such as, the imminent Danger Religion, the 
Queen's Perſon, and the whole Nation was in, from her that 
was nuzled up in the Popiſh Religion, and Sworn to the Holy 
League for the Extirpation of Proteſtants, and that had now .. 
a long time arrogated and aſſum'd to herſelf à Right to he 
Kingdom, even whilſt the Queen is yet alive; and held ita 
moft juſt and meritorious AR to bereave het of Life, as ſtand- 
ing under the Pope's. Excommunication : That ſhe had over- 
turn'd the moſt flouriſhing Families in the. Kingdom, and 
given fewel to all the Machinations and Tumults in Fuglan; 
and that therefore to ſpare her was nothin g elſe bur to de- 
ſtroy her own. People. , Theſe Reaſons mere: enough to pet- 
ſwade any one to that which they had a Mind to before, as 
the Queen no doubt had in this caſe; ſhe was willing and de- 
hrous it ſhowld be done, but was as willing alfo to avold the 
reproach which ſhe fear d it would bring upon her: Neither 
did ſhe think the Parliament's taking the Odium of it uport ' 
themſelves, would be ſufficient to <xcule: her, She would © 
therefore have been willing it ſtonld have been done by a 
Ei Private 
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Private hand, rather than a Publick Execution; and this was 
obliquely hinted to Sir Amias Powiet, in whoſe Cuſtody ſhe 
was: But he either did not, or probably would not take no., 
tice of it. And it was certainly his wiſeſt and ſafeſt courſe 
not to give Ear to any ſuch Intimations ; for tho he might 
have thereby ſerved the Queen; ſhe might perhaps have been 
as willing to have cruſh'd him for her own Vindication, as ſhe 
did Daviſon afterwards. 

But to the requeſt of the Parliament, after giving of them 
Thanks for the care they took for her and the Nations Pre- 
ſervation, ſhe told them in what a ſtrait ſhe was in this mat- 
ter, and how much ſhe was troubled that the Life of the 
Queen of Scots ſhould be incompatible with her own, and the 

of the Kingdom; concluding thus: © I pray and conjure 
you to content your {elf with an Anſwer without an Anſwer ; 
© I approve your Judgment, and comprehend the Reaſons : But 
pray you excuſe the careful and the doubtful thought which 
* doth torment me, and take in good part the gracious Affecti- 
© on which I bear you; and this Anſwer, if it be of that worth 
© that you Eſteem it for an Anſwer. If I fay I will not do 
© what. you demand, peradventure 1 ſhall ſay more than 1 
„think; if 1 ſay 1 will grant it, then I precipitate my ſelf in- 
to that Ruine you are willing to preſerve me from. 

Soon after this, the Sentence againſt the Queen of Scots be- 
ing ſignified to her, ſhe received it with much ( at leaſt ſeem- 
ing ) Joey and Alacrity; defiring only that ſhe might have 
ſome of her on Communion to prepare her for Death; 
which — in whoſe Cuſtody (he was, deny d; commendin 
to her the Aſſiſtance of the Biſhop and Dean of Peterborougb, 
which ſhe rejxQed., After which ſhe writ the following Letter 
$0:the enn | 


. 
6 > L fy 
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Madam, ©! . 
J give thanks to GO D with all my heart, who by the 
po 1 Sentence of Death, hath been pleas'd to put an End 

* ro. the tedious Piigrimage of my Life: I defire nat that ic 

2 may be. pralonged, having had too Jong a time tu try the 
" ibitterneſs.of it. I only beſeech your Niapeſty, that ſince 1 
am to expect no favour from ſome Zealous Minifters of 
A . in your Councils, I may 
receive com you only, and from no other, theſe following 
& Hayn 07 bai S t Vet: n 5 aa 

< 19. che; firſt-place;l defire, that ſince tis not allowed me 
© to. hope: for a Burial in ENgHiᷣrß, according to the Solemni- 
ties of the Roman Church, pratiiced by the Ancient Kings, 
« xour Anceſtors and mine and that in Scotland they have 
« Forced and violated the Aſhet of my S 

r "& my 
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| there is no Anſwer. can be found to. it, 
| ſeveral Interceſſors to the Queen on her 


called and invited into her Kingdom, and had genre of 
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« my Body (when my Adverſaries ſhall be ſatiated with my 
« innocent Blood) may be carried by my-own Servants, into 
* ſome holy Land; and above all, if it may be, into France, 
« to he there interred, where the Bones of the Queen, my 
*« moſt honoured Mother, are lodged ; to the end my poor 
Body, which knew no reſt while joyned to my Soul, might 
nom reſt, being ſeparated from it. 1 
* Secondly, I beſeech your Majeſty, (in the apprehenſion 
T have of the Tyranny of thoſe to whoſe power you aban- 
* don me ) that I may not ſuffer in any private place, but-in 
* the view of my Servants, and other People, who may give 
«a Teftimony of my Faith, and of my Obedience to the 
* true Church, and defend the remnant of my Life, and my 
« laſt ſighs, againſt the falſe reports which my Adverſaries 
may contrive againſt me. r 
In the third place, I deſire that my Servants, who ha 
attended on me with great Fidelity, during ſo. many Afflicti- 
* ons, may have free leave to retire where they pleaſe, and 
* enjoy thoſe ſmall Legacies which in my laſt Will, my Poverty 
* hath bequeath'd to them. "_ 2 1 
© I conjure you, Madam, by the Blood of Feſus. Chriſt, by 
* the nearneſs of our Conſanguinity, by the Memary, of Heary 
* the Seventh, our common Father, and by the Title of a 
„Queen, which I carry to my Grave, not to. deny me theſe 
* reaſonable demands, but by one Word under Four hand 
to grant me an aſſurance ot them; and I ſhall dye as I have 


* liv'd, 0 e ee ee 
Tour moſt Affedtianate Siſter „ 
eee, 

Mary, Queen. 


Whether this Letter came to the hands of Queen Elizabeth 


or not, is uncertain z it is moſt probable it did not, becauſe 
However there were 


bepal : 2 ſrc 
ly urged that ſhe had very hard meaſure ſhewed her; an 
that i was without Example to commit a Lady, the Queen 
of France and Scorlznd, and the neareft Kinlwoman ſhe — 
in the World, into the hands of a Hangman: A Queen. wil - 
was not a Priſoner of War, but a Gueſt, whom ine ha 


Sir Henry Middlemore, upon the Word of a Princels, 
Humanity, Courteous "Ulage, and Protedtion 3 and yet that 
inſtead thereof, ſhe was detained ,in- Priſon, to the violatt- 


on of the Sacred Laws of Hoſpitality ; That ſhe could not 
| ("FEEL ) be 
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be in a worſe. condition than one taken in War, and that 


it is lawful for ſuch to uſe any means for freeing them: 


ſelves, and recovering their Liberty: That fhe could not 


commit the Crime of Treaſon, becauſe ſhe was no Subject; 
und Peer over peer hath no Authority: That the 9 85 


Sentence of the Emperobr againſt Nobert King of Sicih, 


was of no Validity, becauſe he was no Subject to the Em- 
Pire: That Ambaſſadors, who are but the Miniſters and 
Agents of Princes, if they conſpire againſt thoſe Princes to 


whom they are Employed on Ambaſſy, are not held liable 
of Treaſon, much leſs Princes themſelves: That beſides all 


this, ſhe was condemn'd contrary to the Divine Law, the 


Civil Law of the Romans, and the Common Law of Eng- 
land; yea, contrary to the firſt Statute of the Parliament 


holden in the Thirteenth year of the Reign of Queen Eli. 


daberb her ſelf, wherein it was Enadted that none ſhould 
be called in Queſtion concerning Treaſon ' plotted againff 
* Life of the Queen, but by the Teſtimony and Oath 
of two awful Witnefſes, which were to be brought face 
to face before the Party delinquent: Whereas in this Try- 
al, there was no Witneſſes, openly produced; and only the 
eſtimony of her own Secretaries, who were abſent, urged 
ugainft her: To which purpoſe the ſaying of Adrian the 
Emperovr , backd by the Diftates of Right Reaſon, and 
A Rule in the Civil Law, was urged, Tefttbus , non Tefti- 
moniis creuendum; Not the Witneſs, but the Witneſſes them. 
ſelves muft be produced. "© 5 70 
But there wanted not Arguments alſo on the other ſide, 
urging and juſtifying the juſtneſs of her Execution; who 
brought man Domeſtick Examples, ſhewing how the Kings 
of England had Catried themſelves towards their Couſins 


and Competitors; which yet, in truth, was little better 


than juſtiſying one Barbarous Action by another. But how- 
ever, the Queen {ſeeming divided between two Opinions, 
and by ler delay having caſt the Odium of all upon the 
Nation, .and*thereby taken off the ſcandal from her ſelf, 


the deliver'd to Daviſon Letters under her Hand and Seal, 


to 9! a Commiſſion made under the great Seal of Eng- 
bal, 9 the Execution of the Queen of Scots: Pretending 
3 to have. the Commiſſion” executed, but that it might 


he in a readineſs, it any ſudden Danger ſhould preſent it 


b: Charging him not to diſcioſe the matter to any Body; 
and the next day pperending that her Mind was altcr'd, 
ſhe ſends Sir un Killegrew to Daviſon, (but not till 
{he thought it might be done) to command that the Com- 
miſſion ſhowd” not be made; thereupon Daviſon comes to 
the Queen, and tells her the Commiſſion's made, and the 
Seal put to jt; for which ſhe ſcem'd to be angry, and — 
eo » * 8 oy * * 3 # i , 4 . , F im 
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him for his haſtineſs: Daviſon perceiving the Queen's De- 
fign, that ſhe had a mind to have the Buſineſs done, and 
yet not ſeem to know of it, he imparts the matter to ſome 
of the Privy. Council, and without any difficulty perſwades 
them that the Queen commanded it ſhould be put in Exe- 
cution. © Hereupon without delay, Beal: , the Clerk of the 
Council, (who was one of the greateſt Adverſaries the 
Queen of Scots had, in regard of her Religion) is ſent 
down with Letters, wherein Authority is deputed to the 
Earls of Shrewsbury, Kent, Darby, Cumberland, and others, : 
that the Qucen of Scots ſhould be put to Death, accorging 
to the Law. 3 CIP 
As ſoon as the Earls were come to Fotheringhay , they, 
together with Sir Amias Powler, and Sir ,Drugo Drewry, 
went to the Queen of Scots, and reading their Commiſſion, 
fiznify'd the Cauſe of their coming, and defir'd her to prepare 
her. (elf for Death, foraſmuch as ſhe muſt dye the next 
day: The Qucen without any-Emotion ef Mind, ſdid, 7 
bad not thought that my Siſter the Queen, would have conſent- 
ed to my Death, mo am not ſubject to your Laws: But ſince 
ſhe uu fo pleas'd, Death ſhall be to me moſt welcome. Nor u 
that Soul worthy of Caleſtial Bliſs, and Foys Eternal, whoſe 
Body cann't endure one Blow from à Hangman. Then ſhe re- 


queſted that ſhe might conferr with her Almoner, Con- 


feſſor, and Melvin her Stewarfl : But as to her Confeſſor 
they deny'd it, and commended to her the Bishop or Dean 
of Pererborow,. which she abſolutely rejected. Whereupon 
the Earl of Ker, in a fit of Zeal, paſſionately told her, 
Your Life will be the Deſtruction of our Religion; and on the 
other fide, your Deſtruction will be the Preſervation of it. 
Some mention being made of. Bebington, she conſtantly de- 
ny'd that she was acquainted with his "purpoſe of Treaſon, 
and ſaid she left Revenge to G OD; asking what was be- 
come of Neve and Curle, and whether it was ever known 
that Servants were Suborn'd againft their Maſters, and ad- 
mitted to be Witneſſes againſt them ? When the Earls; 
were departed, she gave Orders that Supper should be 
haſten'd, for the better diſpatchit-g of her Affairs; which 


being bronghs in, she Supped very ſoberly and ſparingly, 


as she was wont to do: And perceiving, as she fat ax 
Supper, her Servants to weep and be troubled, she endea- 
vour'd to comfort 'em, by bidding them wipe Way their 
Tears, and rejoyce rather, for that she was now to de- 
part out of this Life, in which there was nothing but a. 
World of Miſerizs. At the end of Supper, she drank to 
all her Servants, and they in their order bieden her up- 
on their knees, mingling their Drink with their Tears; 


' Begging of Pardon for their Neglect of Duty; which she 


(Tüte alſa 


Melvin, who we 
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alſo required from them in like manner. After Supper, 
she look'd over her Will, and read the Inventory of her 
Goods, and Jewels; and writ their Names ſeverally by 
them, to whom she gave any of them; and to ſome of 
them she diftributed Money with her own hands : Then 
She writ to her Confeſſor to pray to GOD for her: She 
alſo writ Letters C ommendatory for her Servants to the 
King of France, and the Duke of Guiſe. At her uſual 
hour sbe went to Bed, 12 5 three or four hours, and then 
aroſc, and ſpent the reſt of the Night in her Devo- 
tions. | 

. The fatal Day being dawn'd, which was the 81 of Fe- 
bruary, 1587. She made her (elf ready, putting on her 
belt Apparel; and calling her Servants together, comman- 
ded her Will to be Read, and delired them to take their 
Legacies in good part, ſeeing her Eſtate would reach no 
further. And then with-drawing her ſelf into her Cloſet, - 
she continued in Prayer, till the Sheriff of .ghe County 
gave Yer notice that it was time to come forth; which 
She preiently after did, with a Princely Majeſty, having 
her head covered with a Linnen Veil, hanging down al- 
moft to her feet 3 with her Beads hanging by her tide, 
and an Ivory Crucifix in her hand. In the Gallery, the 
Earls met her, and ſeveral other Gentlemen; where Mel- 
vin her . Servant, upon his bended knees full of Tears, de- 
plor'd his own hard fortune, that he should carry into 
Scotland the ſad News of his Ladies moſt unhappy Fate; 
but she comforting him, ſaid, Do not Jament thus, thou ſbale 
by and by, ſee Mary Stuart freed from all ber Cares, ſay 
( continu'd she) rhar 7 dyed conſtant in my Religion, and 
firm in Fealty towards Scotland and France. G0.D forgive | 
them who bave thirſied for my Blood, as Harts after 4 Spring. 
Thou, O GOD, who art Truth it ſelf, and knoweſt truly and 
througbly the moſt inward Secrets of my Heart, knoweft bow 
earneſtly J bave defired that the Xingdoms of England and 
Scotland, might grow into one.. Commend me to my Son, 
and certify him that I bave done nothing. which might any way 

ercgare from the Kingdom of Scotland: Warn bim to bold 

Amity wii the Queen of England; and ſee that you do him 
tra Service, And then the Tears guſhing out, she bid 
| wept alſo, again and again, Adieu. Then 
turning her ſelf to the Earls, she requeſted, That ber Fer- 
vants N courteouſly in treat ed, that they - might quieily 
enjoy whiF e bad ſeverally bequeathed them, ſtaud by ber at 
ber Deaib, and be ſent back into their Country with publick 
Camion, The former of theſe Requeſts was granted, but 
that they Should Rand by her at her D&ath, the Earl dt 
Kent Was very loth to Brant, for fear of Superſtition 2 


'To 


, 
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To whom the Queen ſaid, Fear nothing: Theſe wretches 
defire earneſily 10 give me my laſt 2 1 Roof Queen, 
my Sifter, would not deny me ſo ſmall a reques; if bur out 
of # to me as Woman, that my Maids might ſtand by 
ne : J am neareſi in Blood to ber, deſcended from Henry the 
1 — * Dowager of France, and the anoinred Queen 
of Scotla Having thus ſpoken, and turned her ſelf a- 


way, it was permitted that the Servants whom she would 


name, Should ftand by; ſo she named Melvin, Burgoin her + 


Phyſician, her Apothecary, Chyrurgion, two Women, and 
others; of whom Melvin bare up her Train, So the Gentle- 
men, the two Earls, and the Sheriff of the County lead- 
ing the way, she came to the Scaffold, which was ſet up 
at the upper end -of the Hall, where there was a Chair, 
a Cushion, and a Block, and all things covered with Mourn- 
ing: As Joon as she was ſat down, and filence bidden, Beale 
read the Commiſhon z which being read, the Dean of Peter- 
borough, Dr. Fleetwood, reminded her of her fore- paſt Life, 
and the Condition of the preſent and future World, ear- 
neſtly perſwading her to* Repent, and by a lively Faith to 
truſt in Chriſt : She anſwered him, Fhar that was the very 


2 eligion wherein ſhe was born, brought up, and would now 


ge: e Earls ſaying, That they would pray for her, she 
Raid, She would give them great Thanks if they would pray 
with ber; but to joyn in Prayers with you who are of another 
Profeſſon, to me (id she) were 4 Sin and an Offence, Then 
they commanded the Dean to go to Prayers, and while 
the Company there joyned with him, she falling upon her 
knees, and holding up the Crucifix in both her hands, 
prayed with her Servants in Latin, out of the Office of 
the bleſſed Virgin : After the Dean's Prayer was ended, 


she in Engliſh commended to GOD, the Church, her Son, 
and Queen Flizaberh. Praying GOD to turn away his 
Indignation and Wrath from this Iſland, and profeſſing 
that She hoped for Salvation from the Blood of Chrift, 
at which she held up the Crucifix , and invocated the 


holy Company of Saints to intercede for her to him; and 


then forgiving her Enemies, kiſſing the Crucifix, and ſign- 
ing her ſelf with the ſign of the Croſs, she faid, As thy 


Arms, o Chriſt, were ſpread forth upon ube Croſs, ſo Embrace 


me, with tbe Open Arms of thy Mercy , and forgive me my , 
Sims, Then the Executioner asking her Pardon, she grant- 


ed it. And her Women, while she made haſte, helpin 
off her other Garments, and breaking forth into Shrieks 


and Cries, she kiſſed them, ſigned them with the Croſs,” 


and with a chearful Countenance, deſired them to leave 
lamenting, for now an End of her Sofrows was at hand, 
Then turning her ſelf in like manner to her Men- ſer⸗ 

* | x vants, 
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rants, which wept alſo, she figned them likewiſe with the 
Croſs , and ſmiling on them bid them adieu. Then $ha- 
dowing ber face with a Linnen Cloth, and' lying down 
on the Block, she repeated thoſe words of the Pfalmiſt, 
In te Domine ſperavi, ne confundar in #ternum, Then ftretch-" 
ing forth her Body, and often reiterating , In mana kh 
Domine commendo ſpiritum meum , her head at two Blows 
was taken off; the Dean crying out, 50 let the Enemies 
of Queen Elizabeth periſp; to which the Earl of Kent (aid, 
Amen. Her Body was afterward Royally buried in the 
Cathedral Church of Peterborough. And thus fell Mary 
Stuart Queen of Scotland; who though she died in the Po- 
pigh- Religion, yet died with much Courage and Reſoluti- 
en, and with a great Magnanimity of M inc.. 
And now give me leave, Reader, to inſert, what an Ex- 
cellent Author, ſomewhere ſpeaking of Foiberingay Caſile in 
Northampton ſhire, writeth: * As for the Diſaſter which" e- 
* yen here befel another mighty Prince, Mary Queen of 
« Scots ,* 1 had rather it Should be wrapt up in Silence, 
* than once ſpoken of; Let it be forgotten quite, if poſſi- 
* ble ; if not, yer let it be hidden in ſilence. Under the 
« beſt Princes, ſome there are, who being once armed witli 
Authority, know bow by fecret flights to ſet a good 
«chew , and fair pretence of Conſcience and Religion, 
thereby to cloak their own private deſigns. Neither can 
« it be denied, but that even the beſt Princes themſelves 
are otherwhiles violently carried away, as good Pilots 
with Tempefts, againft their Wills, whither they would 

not. - | "= . N 

As ſoon as the News of the Queen of Scots Death was 
brought to Queen Elizabeth, she heard it with great In- 
dignation ; her Countenance was dejected, and her Speech 


. failed her, and she was in a manner henumbed with hor- 


rid and unſpeakable Grief: Putting on Mourning: Apparel, 
and giving ber ſelf wholly over to Sorrow; ſeverely bla- 
ming her Counſellors that endeavqur'd to comfort her, an 
commanding them our of her Preſence: - Ordering Da- 
viſon to be cited to the Star- Chamber: Sending a Letter, 
as ſoon as her grief would ſuffer her, to King Fames of 
Scotlaad; wherein she diſowneth the Fact, and excuſeth her 
ſelf from knowing any thing of the matter, and tells bim 
how full of Grief she is for what has happened. But 
whether all this was real Grief, or only a shew of it, is 
very doubtful: Or, whether this trouble of the Queen's, 
was that the Queen of Scots was put to Death; or that 
She fear'd the Effects of it, with reſpect to other Princes, 
who would be ready to reſent the Indiganity, that in the 
Pexſon of the Queen of Srors, was offer d to all Cromped, 

cads, 
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Heads. And indeed, if King Fames had had ſo much kind. 
neſs for his Mother as he ought, he would not have ſo 
tamely paſt it by: And perhaps the Queen might fear he 
would not have taken the News of it ſo patiently as he 
did, but that he might have joyn'd with France to have 
revyeng'd her Death. But King James was of a more Pa- 
cifick Temper ; and provided he might but be certain of 
Kucceeding to the Crown of England, he was well enough 
contented 3 as believing that the Crown of Scotland (at 
fafter on his head by his Mother's Death, he having un- 
til then no Legal Claim. 1 
But that the Queen's Innocency, or Ignorance, in this mat - 
ter, might appear the more, Daviſon is cited into the Star- 
Chamber, where he is charg'd by Popham the Queen's Attor- 
ney, with contempt of the Queen's Majeſty, violating of his 
Truft, and neglett of his Duty, for that, when the Queen 
out of her in-bred Clemency would not have the Queen of 
Scots, ( who was already condemned) put to Death, for 
Cauſes known to her ſelf alone, and by others unſearchable ; 
nevertheleſs for preventing of Dangers, she gave Command 
to have the Commiſhon made ready and Seal'd, and commit - 
ted the Buſineſs to Daviſon's Fidelity and Secrecy ; he, who 
was a Sworn Secretary, forgetting his Truſt and Duty, and 
contemning the Queen's Majeſty, contrary to the Queen's 


Command, imparted the Buſineſs to the Counſellors, and put 


the ſame into Execution, She not being ſo much as once AG 
quainted. 9 51 | | 
To this Paviſon, according to his ſingular Modeſty, very 
Mildly, and yet with a good Courage, anſwered, That if he 
should acknowledge himſelf guilty of the Crimes objected, 
he should wrong his Reputation, which was dearer to him 
than his Life; and if in his own Defence he zhould conteſt 
with the Queen, he muſt do that which ill befeem'd a. Loyal 
SubjeR,”a Dutiful Servant, and a Truſty Secretary: He there · 
fore made proteſtation before Almighty G O D, and the De- 


 legates, that he had done nothing Willingly or Wittingly in 


this matter, but what he perſwaded himſelf the Queen was 
willing to have done. Wherein, if he had behaved himſelf 
as he ought not, either through 1gnorance,or Negligence, he 
could not but be wonderful ſorry, and would patiently under- 
go the Cenſure of the Commiſſioners. But the matter being 
canvaſſed among the Commiſſioners , altho - Daviſon was 
clear'd of having any ill intention againſt the Queen, and by 
ſome of fem very much commended, yet he was fined Ten 
Thouſand Pound, and to ſuffer Impritonment during the 
Queen's Pleaſure, In which Daviſon had certainly very hard 


meaſure, as appears by his Apology to Walfingham, which I 


have inferted Verbatim, as that which will ict this whole 
Affair in the trueſt Light. | . th 
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The Queen ( ſaith he) upon the Departure of the French and 
Scotch Ambaſſudors from ber, of ber own Accord Com- 
manded me to prepare the Commiſſion for putting in Execution 
be Sentence U2ainſt the Queen of Scots. When the ſame was 
exbibited, ſhe willingly fign'd is witb ber own. band; and gave 
erder it ſhould” be made ready under the great Seal of England; 
and jeftingly ſaid, Signify thus much to Walſingham, who is fick, 
abo! I fear greatly it will make bim die out of band . with, grief. 
She added alſo the Reaſons why ſbe bad tbus long deferred it; 
10 wit, that ſbe might not ſeem to be drawn unto it forcibly or 
maliciouſly, ibo“ ſhe were not ignorant all the while bow neceſſary 
ir was, Furthermore, ſhe blam'd Powlet and Drewry, that they 
bad not freed ber of that Care; and ſbe wiſhed that Walſingham 
would try them therein. . The next day after that the Great Seal 
was put to it, ſhe ſent an In jundl ion by Killegrew that it ſhould not 
be done. And when 1 ſhewed' ber 1bat it was done, ſhe reproved 
my great hajte ; intimating that ſome other Courſe, according to 
the judg ment of ſome wiſe Perſons, might be taken. I made an. 
Fer, That that # always the beſt way, which is the juſteſt. But 
fearing ſbe might Jay the fault on me, ( as fhe bad done the Duke 
ef Norfolk“? Puniſhment on the Lord Burghley ) 1 imparted the 
whole matter to Hatton; proteſting I would Engage my ſelf no 
further in ſo great an Affair. He ſiraightway communicated it 10 
Burghtey, Bnrghley 10 the reſt of the Counſellors 3 who. all 
conſented to baue the Buſine /s baſtened, and ſeverally vowed that 
bey would bear the blame, and ſent down Beal with tbe Com- 
miſſun and Letters. Three days after, perceiving that ber Mind 
was doubtful, by 4 Dream which ſhe told of ibe Queen of Scots 
Death, I asked if ber Mind were altered? No, ( faith ſhe ) 
but fome other Courſe might baue been rbought on ; and withal de- 
manded if Powlet bad returned any Anſwer ? Whoſe Letters 
when I ſhewed her, wherein be plainly refuſed 10 undertake! it, as 
Being neither honour able nor juſt, ſhe in an angry manner accuſed 
bim and the reſt, which, bad tied ibem in the Aſſociation, f Per- 
jury, and their Vow violated, who bad promiſed great matters for 
their Princes ſafety, and would perform nothing; and yet there 
were among them, ſhe ſaid, bat would do as much in their own 
55 But ] ſhe wed how infamous and unjuſt a thing ibat were; 
and, into what. Dangers ſhe would caſt Powlet and Dreury: For 
if pe allowed the Fat, (he mud dram upon ber ſelf Danger and 
Diſgrace; befides a Note of Injuſlice: But if ſhe diſallowed it, 
e muſt 1uine m Ude ſrrving Men and their Poſlerities. Aſtet- 
ward, the ſame day that the Queen of Scots was put 1 Death, 
ſhe gave me 4 Check, that the Sentence was not all this while put in 
Exceution, In | F. n 
This Apology of Davi/or's ſets the whole matter in ſo clear 
2 Light, that it needs no Comment to explain it: Elizaberb 
was willing to be rid of the Queen of Scars, but ſhe Was uns 
- willing 
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willing to be ſeen in it: Had Pomiet and Drewry either Poy- 
ſon d her, or any other ways made her away, ſhe would have 
deen very well ſatisfiedg and perhaps have hang'd them for 
their Pains, to ſave her own Reputation; and ſo have made 
good the old Proverb of Loving the Treaſon, but bating tbe 
Traitor. But finding her. Servants too Wiſe and toe Honeſt to 
venture a hanging, and to do an unjuſt thing to pleaſe her 
humour, ſhe at laſt figned the Warrant, and gave it to Dævi - 


ſon, to get the Great Seal afhx'd to it? And that ſhe had 


2 mind to have her Executed, is Evident beyond all Contra- 
diction, ſeeing on the very day the Queen of Scots was put 
to Death, (tho' without her Knowledge) Daviſon was check'4 
by her, for not having put the Warrant in Execution. So 
that the Queen cannot be thought to have been ſo muck 
troubled for the Queen of Scors Death, as for fear that her 
own Reputation ſhould ſuffer thereby. For which only Rea- 
ſon it was, that poor Daviſen was proſecuted in the Star- 
Chamber, and fined Ten Thouſand Pounds, and detain'd a, 
long while in Priſon: beſides. Which is an Action for which 
Queen Elizabeth cannot be excus'd, unleſs it can be thonght 
any Alleviation of her Guilt, to ſay, That after ſhe had cuin'd 
him without Cauſe, she ſometimes reliev*d his Neceſſities; for 
ſo I find she did. But ſo much shall ſuffice to be aidgoncern-. 
ing the Queen of Scors, | 
nother of the Blemishes of this Queens Reign , was. 
the violent Proſecution of thoſe that were Oppugners of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline; but this I have the Charity to 
think is rather to be charg'd upon the Bishops than the Queen: 
For they, according to their Lower, have been as great Perſe- 
cutors of thoſe that oppos*d their Lordly Domination, as 
even Bonner himſelf was of the Proteftants in the laſt Reign: 
Nay, Bonner and the Popi:h Perſecutors, were in this reſpe& 
to be prefer d before them, for they endeavoured to convince 
the Martyrs of what they call'd Error, by the Scriptures . 
tho at the ſame time it muſt be granted that they preverted 
them to juſtify their Idolatries. But theſe: ( tho“ they had 
ſo narrowly eſcaped the fiery Trial themſelves ) shed thœ 
they had better Principles, they had worſer Practices; revi- 
ling, mocking and condemning them,without ever endeavour- 
ing to convince them. And having Power in their hands, 
used it as Tyrannically againft thoſe that oppos'd them, as 
ever their Predeceſſors, the Popish Perſecutors, did againft the 
Marian Martyrs. | Sn 
Three of theſe Honeſt and Well-meaning Men (for ſo 1 
take them to be) ſuffer*d Death for Conſcience. ſake; no- 
ching hut their Opinions being alledged againft them, which 


Vas no other, than what are now generally held by moſt of the 


Proteſtant Diſſenters at this. Day. They were not burn d 


oy 
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indeed, but Executed at Tyburn, by the wage of the Petſecut- 
ing Bishops, and Clergy. But tho“ they dy'd in the Reign 
of this Queen, and by Vertue of her Authority ( the Clergy 
commonly making uſe of the Secular Power to do their 
. Drudgery ) yet 1 will not impute. it to: the Queen, as her 
Act. For I find that the Queen happening to Ride out 
in her Coach to Hide Park to take the Air, the next Day 
after Barow, Greenwood, and Penry were Executed, and riding 
within - fight of Tyburn, Dr. Reynolds (who was then in the 
Coach with the Queen) told her that there was the Place 
where the Three Men ſuffered Teſterday 5 upon which the 
Queen ask d him, if be ſaw them dye? He anſwered , 
He did. Pray Doctor ( (aid the Queen)] what End did tbey 
make? The Doctor reply'd, A Right Godly and Chriſtian 
End; making 4 very Religious and Orrbodox Declaration of 
their Faith, and praying for your Majeſty with great Fer. 
vency. At which words the Queen ſeem'd very much troubl'd, 
and ſaid with ſome Paſſion, ior» unhappy am 7, that have no 
body that will tell me the Truth till it be too late! And com- 
manding the Coach to drive back to Court, went immediate- 
ly into her Cloſet, as one mightily concern'd at what had 
happen'd ; and ſoon after ſtopp'd the Carreir of the . Biſhops 
| Perſecutign';z ſo that no more were Executed on any ſuch 
Account, during her Reign. And by this it appears that they 
vere far otherwiſe repreſented to the Queen, than what in- 
deed they were. It being the Practiſe of the Perſecuting Pre» 
lats ( as well as of the Heathen Perſecutors of Old ) to cloath 
thoſe whom they lik'd not, in the Skins of Beafts, and as ſuch 
give them up to be worried. | x 
| But, to draw nearer a Concluſion, It will not be conve- 
ment to cloſe the Secret Hiſtory of this Reign, without Hy- 
ing ſomething of the Earl of Eſex; who being moſt beloved 
by the Queen of any of ber Subjects, and for that very Rea- 
ſon had the moſt and greateſt Enemies; and being a Man of 
a free and open Carriage, who always participated more of 
Truth and Loyalty to his Soveraign, and of Zeal to the Pro- 
reſtant Religion, than Prudence or Reaſon of State; became 
the Eaſier Prey to thoſe who ſought his Ruine; and their 
Plots were ſo well laid, and ſuited to the free and open 
Temper of the Farl, that he was ſnatch'd out of the Arms 
of his Miſtreſs, and torn from the hearts of the People, 
that were his Servants; and in the ſight of both, brought 
to an untimely Death. It appearing no leſs a Wonder 
that both Prince and Subject Would meet in their Aﬀetti- 


ons, than that they ſhould both be ſo quiet Spe&ators of 

his Ruine. But as G0 D ſhewed in his Death the Weak- 

ness of the Arm of Fleih, ſo not long after he declared as 

plainly the Tower of his juſtice, in the ſtrict Account — 
3 tot 
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took from thoſe that were the Principal Agents in it. For 
after the Blow was given, the. Queen (:prefaging by the 
Multitude of Tears ſhed for him, the great Drouth that 
was likely to appear in the Eyes of her Subjects, when 
the hapd that ſigned the Warrant for it, ' ſhould be cut 
off) fell into a Deep Melancholy, whereof she died not 
long after: And for the Fame that immediately ſollou- 
ed ber.; she was more heholden to her Succeſſors Mi 
carriages, than to any, Popular Eſteem attending her to 
the Grave. | | 5. 07-2884 1 
During the Critical minute of the Queens ſtrongeſt Af- 
ſection to Eſex, he had importun'd her for ſome #fgnat 
Tobeng which might aſſure him that in his Abſence, bis 
Enemies (of whom he had many about the Chair of 
State) should not thro” their Malice or Subtilty diſtreſs 
him, nor render him leſs deſewying in her Eſteem; Up- 

on this, in a great deal of Familiarity she preſented 2 
Ring to him; which after she had by Oatks endued with 
a.Poxer. of freeing him from any Danger or Diſtreſs , 
(which either his future Miſcarriage,. her Anger, or his 
Enemies Malice, could caſt him in) she gave it him; 
with .a Promiſe that at the firſt ſight of it, ail this, and 
more, if poſſible, should be. granted. After his Commit- 
ment to the Tower, he ſent: this jewel to ber Majeſty, 
by the then (ounteſs of Notingham, whom Sir Kobers Cecil 
kept from delivering it: This made the Queep think her 
ſelf: ſcarn'd , which was a . Treaſon againſt her Honour; 
(a Crime-,more Gpital than that pretended Againſt her 
Perſon). Beſides, the Earl had been tempted by Paſſion to 
ſay, Cor. at leaſt his Enemies had Suggeſted ſo to the 
Queen ) That ſhe now, doted, and owned a Mind no leſs 
Crooked than ber Body): A high Blaſphemy againft ſuch a 
Divine Beauty, as Flatterers (the Idolizers of Princes) had 
inshrin*d her in. And from theſe his Misfortunes, led on 
by the Weaknels that Jealouſy and Age had bred in her, his 
Maligners took Advantage; ſo as his Head was off, before 
either Diſcretion, Love or Pity, had leiſure to dictate, The - 
Ring might be miſcarried, and tbe former Relation falſe, But 
the Counteſs of Notingbam coming to her Death-bed, and 
finding the Daily Sorrow that the Queen expreſsd for the 
loſs of Eſſex, she who had been a Principal Agent in*his 
Deſtruction, could not be at reſt till she Had diſcovered + 
all, and humbly implored Mercy rom GOD, and for- 
giveneſs from the Queen: But the Queen, ſtruck with an 
unſpeakable Grief at this DſedverY , not only refuſed to 
forgive her, but ſhaking her, as ſhe lay in her Bed, ſaid, 
G Dis Curſe, and Mine, go along with tl ee for ᷑ ver; and 
ſo ſent her, accompanied with many other Fearſul Curſes, 
| to 
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to a higher Tribunal. And it was not long aſhes, that 
the Queens Weakneſs appeared mortal; haſte ned By the 
Wiſhes of many, that could not in reaſon expect Pardon 
for a Fault which they found she had punish'd ſo ſeverely 
in her ſelf, as to take Comfort in nothing after. But up- 
on all occaſions of ſigning Pardons, would upbraid the 
Movers for them, with the haſty anticipation of that brave 
Man's End, not to be Expiated, in relation to the Nation's 
Loſs, by any future Endeavours, much leſs fo unſeafonable an 
Uncharitableneſs to a Dying Lady. 

After Eſſex was thus laid by, the total Management of State- 
Affairs devolved to Sir Kobere Cecil, as having the greateſt 
Name for Wiſdom ; who being now free from all Competiti- 
on, took upon him the Boldneſs to inform the Queen, Thar too 
many years bad been already lapſed, and the Peoples quiet bazarded 
. by ber delay, in not = upon one certain Succeſſor ; Nothing 
remaining wanting, r Conceſſion to free the Nation from 4 

Civil War, in declaring the Xing of Scots ber Lawful Heir, who 
beſides an immediate Right, bad the greateſt Power at band, to quel! 
tbe hopes of all contrary Pretenders, who were at that time more 
than a few; as beving long been Emboldened either through her 
Majeſties Indulgence or Prudence, an Artiſice dangerous for ber 
People, and might (without ſome other meaſures ) be now de- 
ſtrutive to ber ſelf. Nor did Cecil alone fill her Ears with 
theſe Sounds, (no leſs terrible to her Age, then they had been 
formerly ungrateful to her Youth ) but the generality of all 
about her there remaining, after Ejex his Death, no Faction 
at Court, Ira reſcue any from the preſent or future Re- 
venge of this Man; as appear in the next Reign by Cob- 
bam, Gray, and Raleigh. So that the Queen did not only bury 
her Affection, but her Power alſo, in the Tomb of Eſex. 


*** 
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King F AM ES the Firſt. 


ING James the Firſt, Succeeded Queen Elizabeth in the 
K Realm of England, being before King of Scotland, and 

the Sixtb of that Name there : His Claim to the Crown of 
England was, as being deſcended from Margaret, Elde Daughtey 
of King Henry the Seventh. For be was the Son of Mary Queen 
of Scots, who was beheaded in Queen Elizabeth's Mign; and the 
Daughter of James the Fifth, of Scotland, Son of James ibe Fourth, 
by the aforeſaid Margaret. His Fatler was the Lord Darnly, 
Oueen Mary's Husband, Eldeft Son of Matthew Earl of Lenox, de- 
ſcended from Robert Stuart, the next Succeſpr to David Bruce, Xing 
of Scots, Thus by King James's Acceſſim to the Crown of England, 
theſe two Xin dem ( which bad been for ſo many Ages in & per petual 
Feud ) became United together under one Head: the Ringe of Eng- 


land bav'ng ever fince aſſumed the Title of Monarchs f Great Bri. 


tain, King James, according to the prudent Forecaſt of Henry the 
Seventh, quined the Leſſer for the Greater, making London the 
Royal Seat of the three Kingdoms, Upon bit coming into England. 
be Eſcapæd, two Conſpiracies in the two firſt years of hit Reign, and 
both fran the Popiſh Faction: Particularly the Gun-Powder' Treaſon, 
which at one Blow was to deſtroy Church and State, by blowing 4 
once all the Flower of the Kingdom, King, Prince, and Parliament; 
This Xing made 4 Peace with Spain; and for a Sum of Money quit 
the Cautionary Town: we bad in Holland, viz. the Britt a1 
Fluſhing, &c. He 4lſ» created « New ſort of Knights called Baro- 
nets, next to the degree of 4 Baron, and made the Honour Heredi - 
tary. Under this King the Lord Bacon, 4 Man of gren Learning, 
was from the high Station of Lord Chancellor of England, reduc'd 
1 4 degree of Poverty little ſhort of Beg gary. And the Learned 
Sir Walter Raleigh; a great Mn in the former Keign, was by the 
Prevalency of Gond iatore the Spaniſh AmS5aſſador, Beheaded. 
This Xing was Eſteem'd famous for his Learning, having writ ſeve- 


ral Boobs, but was m Martial Prince, He gave for his Motto Bea. 


ti Pacihci, and loved Peace to 4 fault: For bis Dwmgbter Eliza - 
beth being Married to Frederick, Elect r Palatine of the Rhine, 
{ afterwarls choſen King of Bohemia, 4 Crowned with bis Wife | 


j 
ſ 
JT 
3 
i 


— — 


290 The True Secret Hiſtory of 
at Prague) could not prevail with her Father to aſſiſt them again 
their Competitor Ferdinand the Emperour, by whoſe Power they came 
10 be diſpoſſeſſed of all. After be had. Reigned 22 years and three 
days, be died at Theobalds in the 5 9th year of bis Age, and waz 
interred at Weſtminſter. He had iſſue, Henry bis Eldeſt Son, thy 
Darling of the People, who died in his Fathers Life- time; Charles, 

his next Succeſſor ; Elizabeth before. mentioned; Mary. and Sophia, 
who died young. Thus far his General Hiſtory. p 


His Secret Hiſtory, We are now come to a New Race 
of Kings: The Plamagenets. and Teudors are gone off the 
Stage: And a Stuart enters next: And if we take a Survey 
of his Reign, a Prime Stuart we ſhall find him! Who being 
come from the Cold Climate of the half- ſtar vd North into the 
more temperate Zone of the Throne of England, began 
betimes like the Serpent to hiſs at thoſe by whoſe Warmth he 
had been cheriſh'd ; His whole Reign being nothing elſe but 
one continued Deſign to undermine the Frame of the Engli 
Conſtitution ; and ſet up Arbitrary and Deſpotick Power; 
which that he might the better Compaſs, he by his laviſh 
Profuſeneſs to his Needy Country-men, Endeavour'd to make 
this Kingdom as beggarly as that from whence he came. But 
before 1 rake into the Dunghil of his Life, I will give the 
Reader a fight of his Picture in Miniature; which 1 have by 
me ready drawn, by one of his Contemporaries : It is done in 
Aſeſſo Tinto, and ſo will be but a black One; and yet contains 
ſome very lively Lineaments of him; which therefore I will 
preſent to the Readers View; and then leave him to judge 
u hether or no it bent an Original. As to King James, the 
Addition of his Power, in joyning Scotland to England, gave 
* him at firſt a Reputation abroad; and made Foreign Princes 
*© more afraid than hurt. By which means he had many Ad- 
© yantages to ſet up Prerogative, which he ftill carefully im- 
4% gxovd; And tho his Scandalous Cowardize made him too 
«© Merous to Act, yet was he moſt ſubtil in Council and De- 
« ſigns; for never did any King more inſenſibly and cloſely un- 
& dermine the Liberties of England, than himſelf; giving us 
« Cauſe to remember from whence he came: His Peaceable 
Reign was the Skreen to his Secret Deſigns; for which we 
% may thank his Fears: Which 1ho' they kept him from Wars 
* and Blood, yet he laid as many Secret Springs to inflave this 
Nation, as ever any did: his Will, was the Sole Rule 
* of his Government; nor had the People ary thing to Act, 
put ſubmiſſive Obedience —— Tis true, he brought with 
*- him a general Peace with all Chriſtendom 4- but did not 
- © Conſider the particular Intereſt of this Nation, whether it 
© were, honourable or . ſafe, as the Affairs of England then 
* ſtood ;* his Predeceſſor having taken upon her to be Head 
& and Protectreſs of the Proteſtant Parcy where ſoever: But 
** he had his Ends to himſelf ; He had indeed heard how often 
; 4 
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„and haw many Attempts had been uſed to take away the 


« Life of Queen Elixabeih; whom it pleaſed GOD notwith- 
« ftanding to preſerve and protect by the Diligence of her 


** Servants: Butthe was ſo conceited of his own King-Craſt, 
e that he wou'd rather truſt to that, than to GOD's Provi- - 


« dence. And then having taken away all thoughts of Wars, 
* his Deſign was to luxuriate the People, that ſo he might more 
e ;nſenlibly lay that foundation of Tyranny he intended. And 
« s the Effect of this, an Innundation of Exceſs and Riot 
© gyer-flow'd the Land, and waſh'd away many good Families, 
« and more good Roſpitality, (formerly the Glory both of 
© our Nobility and Gentry ) which was Succeeded with ſuch 
& an incredible increaſe of Tavetns and Bawdy Houfes, that 
« neither Rome nor Venice cou'd hardly ſnew more; for which 
„ two we are at this Day beholden to the Scots, And as Sin 
t js always the Avaunt Courtier of Judgment, fo our Impieties 
« Uſher'&in the greateſt Plague that ever this Kingdom felt 
before this time; as if the Divine Majefty kad told us from 
« Heaven we. had deſerv'd it by betraying: our ſelves; and 
« which but was a light fore-running Punniſhment, in reſpect 
« of what in time ſhould follow 3 and yet peradventure that 
* Plague was but a Shadow of Himſelf, the greateſt Plague 
® at Ale: it | "0 

© The Kingdom cou'd not aſford mote pomp and Glory than 
« was ſhewn when {ing James came firſt through L ndon; and 
« it was ſo much the more conlid-rable, as to him, that from 
« a Naſty Barren Country (rather a Dunghil than a Kingdom) 
came to be at that initant, as great a Prince as any was in 
„ Chriſtendom.” And indeed it was the wonder of thoſe Stateſ- 
“ men, who had had Experience cf the Gallantry of this Na- 
tion, that a Scot ſhon'd Enjoy this Crown. | 

Long had he waitcd for the Death of Queen Elizabeth ;, 
* but longer had they waited, that waited upon him: For ha 
% not their hopes as vellas his, Expetted their Shares of the 
e 'Spoils of this Kingdom, we may without doing any wrong 
to that Nation, conclude him in the fate of. his many Pre- 
s deceflors whom they murdered. His Stock was odious to 
the more Ancient Nobilicy of that Nation; and the Cloak 
© of the Kirb wou'd Ever ſerve without Scruple for ſuch a fa- 
“tal Covering as the Grand Seignior uies to {end Men docm'd 


to Death. His Origins! Extract I find was this: 


© Bancho?, a Nobleman of Scotland, had a fair Lady to his 
Daughter, whom Mackbeth the K-ng delires to have the uſe 
« of: Bancboo refuſes, and Mackberb Murders bim, and takes 
« the Lady by Force. Fleance, the Son of Banchoo, tearing the 
% Tyrants Cruelty, flies into #aks, to Grifin ap Ihewellin, the 
* Prince of ales; Lhewellin, Entertains him with all hoſpi- 
table Civility. Fleance, to requite his Courteſie, gets Le- 
* Fellins Daughter with Child ; LThewellin Murders f#leance, 
65 andZterellin's Daughter is afterward delivered of a Son, 
% rancdi##alter ; this Ser proves a Cattate Man; and falling 
| ; * A » 1&8 ft 
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out with a NoblePerſon in Wales that call'd him Baſtard, 
„ Walter Slew, him, and for his Safeguard fled into Scotland; 
where; in continuance of time he gained ſo much, Reputa- 
tion and Favour, that he became Steward of the whole Re-+ 
venue of that Kingdom; of Which Otfice he and his po- 
* fterity, attained the Sirname ; and from hence all the Kings 

and Nobles of that Name had their Original. | 
* For his Perſon, a Man might ſufficiently and traly make 
* a Volume, only to tell of his Lazineſs, and his Uncleanneſs, 
© but I cannot do't, without fouling too much Paper, He was a 
* great Pretender to Learning and Religion; and for the 
© Speculative part had as much as any of our Kings upon Re- 
cord]; but forthe Practical and beſt part or it, (if we may 
judge of the Tree by its Fruit) we may without Breach of 
Charity conclude him Not guilty. He was the greateſt 
4 Biaſphemer in the World, would Swear fatter than Speak, 
and curſe the People by the Clock: And it appears by the 

* hole Courſe of his Lite, that he was a moſt malicious Ha. 
ter of this Nation. 

* That inſolent Act of Kawſey's Switching my Lord of 
Montgomery at Banſted Downs at the Horſe-Race, was que- 
© ſtionſeſs à lay d! Cuarrel, to have de ſtroy d much of our 
* Engliſh Nobilicy-z and had it been practisd upon any but 
that thin-ſoul'd-Lord, who vas importun'd but to draw his 
*+ Sword, that had been a bloody-Day : What Reſerve the 
Scots had, was never known; but ſuch an Aſfront is not to be 
conſtꝛu'd without reſervation. The king was naturally 
„ fearful, even as low as cou'd be; and what be would do, 
« and durſt not own, that he would do by his Favourites; 
* «hom far the fi: neſs of his Deſigns, he wou'd raiſe from lo- 
«degree to oblige them the more; and to deſert them with 
„% more Eaſe; and Shift them often fil he had them fitted for 
his purpoſe; Dunbar was too ſolid, Bae, too light; Nur- 
thampton too Crafty, Montgomery too ſilly: ( Here's two Eng- 
« lifh, tuo S. ots. all deſertcd.) And now he hath feund a 
< zcung Sret, that had been one of bis Pages in Scotland, 
«* ardturn'd off with Fifty pounds in Money, and Cloaths, to 
& ſeek his Fertne having ſpent his Time and his Means in 
% France, e mes over hither ; and for his Faſhion and Lan- 
% guage 15 Entertain'd by his Countrv-Man, then Lord ayes, 
(another Sret of the like Extrect) for a Page; where the 
King takes notice of hin, calls tor him, and at the firſt daſh 
makes him one of the Bed Chamber, and ſuddenly bis Fa- 
vourite, and I night, ir Reben. then Viſcount Kockeſter, and 
after Earl of Scaaerſer, I his Man the K ing had wound up 
to bis juſt pitch, ot uhom we may juſtly lay, Trim tram, 
« dthe Maſter, like Man: When this Man had long wallow'd 
«jn his Majeſties Bounty, and the Treaſures of this Kingdem, 
be fell then fouleſt that ever Yen did, upon the Rocks of 
„ Diſhcnour; Adultery, 2rd - Murder: Of Diſhonoury AK 

. a I (e 0 e 
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rd, « Noble Peer of the Land, and in him to the whole Nobility ; 

nd ; « Adultery, not only to bewhore her, but to get her Divorced 

ita · « and Marry her: And Murder upon the Body of that unfor- 

— « tunate Gentleman, Sir Thomas Over bury, only for d.\lwading 

» « him- l 

nes « An] here it is much to our purpoſe to inſert how this 
« Fayourites carriage had highly offended Prince#enry,who un- 

abe « derſtanding the looſe kind of Life this Man lived, eſpecially 

els, « relating to her, diſtaſtes him, diſreſpects him, and forhears 

IS a « his Company; and flatly falls out with him: Somerſet com- 

the « plains to the King, and ſhortly rhe Prince falls fick and 

Re- « dies. That he was poyſon:d, hath been a Common fame 

na) « ſince: But to Snuff the Candle, and make it burn clear, 

of « take the Teſtimony of the famous Phyſicians that q iſſected 

elt « his Body, and hare left it upon Record under their 

= The Diſſection of the Body of Prince HENRY. 

of | 

Ue- « Firſt we found bis Liver paler than Ordinary, in certain Places 

our e ſomewhat wan; bis Gall withaus any Choller in it; and di- 

bat u ftended wth Wind. | ger” 

his # —_ His Spleen was in divers places more than ordinary 

the « black, OY 

be « Third!'y, His Stomach was in no part offended. 

ily &«  Fourthiy, His M:d iff was in divers places blacks 

do, © Fifrhly, His Lungs were very black, and in divers places 

es; &« (ported ; and full of a thin watery Bload. 

ow Liz, The Veins in ths binder past of bis Head were fuller 

th & than ordinary; but thi Vent icles 4d bolluwneſs of the Brain, 

for © were full of clear Waters, : | 

(78 © In win ſs whereof, with our cn han is we have Subſcribed 

5 * this preſent Relation; November 7. 1612. 

a 

nd, | Mayern Palmer 

by: Atkins : q Gifford. 

ry Hammond Butler 

es, 

he © This Prince was an Active Man, and full of high 

aſh « Thoughts: A Lover of this Nation, and look d upon by 

Fa- them with much Affection and Expectation. What Feacs 

ind and Jealouſies Sonterſet might malicioully infuſe into the Kings 

up too fearful and timerous Soul, we cannot tell: But that 

am. „Language from Somerſet to the Lieutenant of the Tower, 

v'd * when he told him he muſt provide himſelf to go the next-. 

m, « Mcraing to Veſtuinſter to his Tryal, ſaid, He would mt; 

of | u3 * 7h.” 
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* That te King bad aſſur d bim, be ſhould not come to any Trig, 
neither DURST the King, bring him to 4 Trial. This Lan, 
* guage, I ſay, ſtinks abominabſy. And when he did come 
* to his Trial, fearing,( being Enraged ) that he might fy 
** out into ſome ſtrange Diſcovery, there were two placed on 
each {ide of him, with Cloaks on their Arms, with peremy. 
tory Command, that if Somerſet did any way fly out againf 
the Kings, they ſhould inftantly hoodwink him with their 
* Cloaks, take him vivlently from the Bar, and carry him a. 
* way. And this cou'd be no Mans Act but the Kings, Hs 
* would often boaſt of his King Craft, but if his Fears ard 
% Fomer ſet's Malice, took this Princes Life away, 'twas a ſweet 
Piece of Kipg-Craft indeed! But the Fruit of it hath been 
« bitter, I cannot enough admire that Language he uſed, 
* when he gave in Charge to his Judges the Examination of 
& SirThbomas Overbus ies Murder. 
* My Lords, I charge you, as you will anſwer it at that preat 
& and terrible Day of Fudgment, That you Examine it |iritth, 
* without Favour, Aﬀeftion or Partialits, And if you - ſhall (pare 
any guilty of this Crime, GO D's Curſe Vght upon you and you 
* Ptftcrity : And if 1 fhall ſpare any that are found guilty, GO D's 
Curſe light on me, and my Poſterity for ever. | | 
This Expreſſion hath a moſt heneſt Out-ſide 3 but if the 
* King had a Deſign of Fear, rather to be ſo rid of Somerſet, 
than an inward Deſire of Juſtice, 'twas monſtrous foul, 
which we ſhall better judge of by the Sequel: Seven Perſons 
were cendemned to die for this foul Murder; four of them, 
of the leaſt Account, and Acceſſaries, are Executed ; the 
three great Ones, and Principals, the King Pardons ; and 
* to Somerſet himſelf, ro his Dying Day, was moſt profuſely 
liberal; and ſuffered to live with that She-Fire-brand of Hell, 
his Wife, under the Kings Noſe, all the Days of their Lives. 
Here's fine Jugling! Theſe muſt he ſav'd for fear of 
telling Scorch Tales of the King: Wou'd the Spirits of 
* thoſe Noble Souls in theſe our Days, put up ſuch a piece of 
* Injuſtice in the Maſter, and ſuch an Affront and contempt of 
* this Nation, both from the Mafter, and the Man, two reti, 
** without Vengeance? I believe not. Ss 4 
And this Favourite of his, when his Eſtate was ſeiz'd up- 
“ on for this foul Murder, was tound to have two hundred 
* thouſend pounds in Money, Plate, and Jewels, in his Houle; 
and nineteen thouſand pounds a year in Lands confing in: 
A fine Advance from a Scots Page, fifty pounds a year, and a Suit 
* of Clcaths( and can any Man tell for what 2) I never heard 
＋ that all Scotland was worth fo much. But enough of him. 
Ibis King had no Wars, but ſpent more Money prodigal- 
4 ly, proſulely, ard riotouſly, than any of his Predeceſſors. 
* What ſwarms of Scors came with him and after him, into 
this Kingdem? Who perpetually luck'd him of moſt vaſt 
e Sums of Moreys, which ſtands yet upcn Record; and abch 
N My = « put 


© own hand. 
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put him upon all Diſhonourable ways of raiſing Moneys; to 
« the moſt cruel oppreſſion of the Nation, to ſerve their Riot 
© and Luxury: There are many yet living can juſtify this 
Truth. But tho' the, lived a while at ſuch a height, yet 
« they died like themſelves, Beggars; and at this Day ſcarce 
e one of them can ſhew the Fruits of thoſe vaſt Donatives, 
« either in themſelves or their Pofterity, that's worth looking 
« upon: And ſo let them all periſh, whomſvever, Sc:zs or Eng- 
&« [iſh, whoſe Foundation is ſuch. *Tho I ſee no reaſon but 
that any Eſtate may he queſtion'd, which is known to have 
& been rais'd on the opprethon of this Nation; - nor that 
“ any Title of Honour ſo bought, ſhould deſcend to Poſterity. 
A Lord is to be a Lord by Merit of Imployment in ſome 
Noble Office for the Public Good; not by projecting 
& Tricks, and couzening Devices to fill a Tyrants Coffers, to 
the Enllaving ot a gallant free Nation. But to return to 
« King James. | — | 

In thoſe Days, tis true, the Biſhops, Nobility, and the 
“ Lawyers, had a great influence upon the People, for their 
* Abilities, and ſuppoſed Honeſties: Yet among thele, ſuch 
« are found, and others are made ſuch, that whatſoever the 
„ King would have, they are fit and willing Inſtruments to 
& _ it about, and make it pals for current Divinity aad 
„% Law. | | 
- © Witneſs the Burning of a whole Cart. load of Parliament 
4 Pre ſidents, that ſpake the Subjects Liberty; that were burnt 
at the Kings firſt coming from Scotland. Witneſs the Nul- 
4 lity. WitneG the Life of Sir Walter Raliegh, that was taken 
« away in point of State; whole leaſt part was of more worth 
than the whole Race of the beſt of the Scots Nation. Wit- 
&* neſs the inhancing of the Cuſtoms, Privy Seals, Monopolies, 
„ Loans, Benevolences, Seals of Lands, Woods, Fines, New 
“ Buildings ; Witneſs, the Lamentable Loſs of che Palatinate. 
© Witneſs the Treaty of the Spaniſh Match: In which two laſt, 
e this Nation received more Diſhonour than in any Action 
« any former Age can Parallel; and all under the Colour of 
© an honourable Treaty. His Daughter was undone and his 
* Son bobb'd of a Wiſe. after the hazard of his Perſon, and vaſt 
* Expence of infinite Treaſure to this Day undiſcharged. 

“ I cauld never underftand what Piece of King-Craft it 
* was, to let the Prince, his only Son, with Buckingbam his Fa- 
* yourite, make that Voyage into Spain, unleſs it were to be 
* rid of them both: And had he not had to do with a Noble 


- © Enemy, ſurely they had never returned. | 


He would ſometimes call a Parliament for Money, and not 
for Buſineſs ; but if the Kingdom preſented any Grieyances, 
* he wou'd quarrel by his Prerogative, and Diffolve it One 
Letter of his to the Parliament, I cannot read but with 


* Amazement ; which being but prief, take here from his 
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A Copy of His Majeſty's Letter to the Lower 
| Houſe of Parliament. | 


„ Mr. RR 1 | 
* IE bave heard by drvers Reports, to our great Grief, That 
T * the Diſtance of our Perſon ar this . from od High 
* Court of Parliament, cauſed by Our want of Healtb. hath em. 
4% boldened ſome fiery and popular Sririts in Our Houſe of Com-. 
mens, 10 debate and argue Publichly. in matters far beyond 
your Reach and Capacity, and ſo tending to Our high Diſh: 
* nour, and Entrenc bing upon Our Preragative Royal 7 You ſhall there. 
fore acquaint the Houſe with our Pleaſure, That none therein 
all from benceforth preſume 10 meAdle with any thing cencernin 
Our Government, of Myſteries of State; Namely, Not to ſpeak 
of Our deareft.$on's Match with the Dauphbrer of Spain ;; nor to 
ouch the Honour of that King, nor any Our Friends or Confede- 
rates, and alſo nt to meddle with any Man's Particulars, which 
have their due Motions in our ordinary Courts of Fuſtice ; And 
whereas we bear they have ſent a Meſſage to Sir k4wvn Sands, 
to know the Reaſon of his leſt Reframt; Tou ſhall in Our Name 
reſolve them it was not for any Miſdemeanr of bis in Parlia- 
ment: But 10 pu them ous of doubt of any Quettion of that NI. 
ture that may ariſe among them hereaſter, you ſhall re ſolve them 
in Our Name, That We think, Our Selves very free and able 1 
puniſh any Man's Miſdemeanors in Parliament, as well during 
their Sitting, as afterwards ; which we mean not to ſpare here- 
after upon any occaſion of any Mans inſolent Behaviour where, 
that ſhall be miniflred unto us. And if they bave alreats 
touched any of theſe Points which we have forbidden, in any pe. 
* rition of theirs, which is to be ſent to us: It is Our Pleaſure 
* that you ſhall tell them, That except they reform it before it come 
e 5 Our Hands, we will not daign the Hearing or Anſwering 
of it. 


< 


I leave every Reader to Comment upon it, according to 

© his.own Patience, and Paſſion: But that a Scot from fo beg- 

% garly a Condition, to be ſo peaceably and konvurably re- 

, © ceived to ſo Royal a Government over fo brave a Nation, 
** ſhout uſe ſuch ungrateful preſumptuous and proud Lan- 
* guage to the Parliament of England, is to my Underftand- 
„ing. Monſtrous Horrible, and not good. But "twas his 
„ Humour all his Reign; with impatience over-ruling, with 
s Jealunfies threatning, and at Pleaſure diſſolving all Parlia- 
* ments; thereby to Jay the Foundation of Tyrannical and 

| 7 Arbitrary Government, which he intended to bring upon 

us. N 2x | 

His Farourite Semerſet being Condemn'd, er d quiet! 
* laid a de, he was ready provided of auuther, George = 
| hy; | . 
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te jerg by Name, a handſome young Man, lately refurn'd ont 


&-of France, from an Allowance of Threeſcore Pounds a 


« Year: Who comes to Court, is admitted to a Cup bearers 
* Place, and then preſently Knighted, and made Gentleman 
* of the Bei-Chamber, and the ſame day a Thouſand Pounds 
&« a Year out of the Court of Ward given him; and in a 
„ Breath made Maſter of the Horſe, they Knight of the 
« Garter, then Baron of Hhadon, Viſcount Villers, Earl of 
«& Somerſ-r, and a Privy Counſellor, Marque of 8Bnckingbar, 
Lord Admiral of England, Chief Juſtice in Eyre. of all the 
parks and Forreſts on the South fide of lrem, Maſter of 
„the King's Bench Office, Head-Steward of Weſimiaſter, and 
© Conſtable of ind{or-Caftle ; and _ a Duke : and then 
he cou'd go no higher in Title; but by his Mafter's Plea- 
e {ure and Courteie, all the Affairs of the Kingdom are ſteered 
* by his Compaſs. Yet when he knew his Mafter to be wea- 
* ry of him, (notwithſtanding his flabbering Expreſſions of 


„Affection, and extravagant Honours and Riches) he found a | 


<« Playſter and a Powder that made him amends for all his 
„Favours: And here the King Craft met with his Match. 
«* How far King Charles might be privy to this Buſineſs, I 
* determine not; but the private familiaritz between them, 
continued ſo long after, and protecting him from being 


0 233 for this very particular in Parliament, is no 
cc 


mall Preſumption. But what that King denyed (Juſtice) 
God ſent by the Hand of John Felton, who ftabb'd this Dake 
* at. Po'rſmonuth, with a Ten- penny Knife, that he inftantly 
gave up the Ghoſt: with theſe Words, God's Wounds! 7 am 
* ſlain, To write all thoſe Actions this Duke did, by 
* theſe two King's Favours, to the prejudice of this oppreſ- 
* ſed Nation, would make a Cholerick Man mad ; and Fleg- 
% matick, flupid: The King is the thing Iintend ; who made 
© uſe of him, the Flattering Prglates, the poor-ſpirited No- 
* bility, and Corrupt Lawyers, to frame ſuch a Government, 
eas all the Wealth in this Kingdom ſhould be at the King,'s 
© Diſpoſal, The Model whereof he left to his Son, with In- 
& ſtructions how to carry it on. { And the ſad Cataſtrophe he 
brought upon himſelf thereby, we ſhall have occſion to take no- 
te tice of, when we come 10 his Secret Hiſtory.) 
I cannot in the beſt Stories I have read, find who was 
* clearly King Fames's Father: | Mary Queen of Scotland, a 


e lafty young Widow) marries the Lord Darnly, Son to the 
« Duke of Lenox, in the Year 1565. or thereabouts: And 


« at rhe ſame time had for a Reſerve in great Fayour with 
„ her, an Halian Fidler, and Bothwel, a Scorch Lord. After 
* Marriage, the Queen proves with Child. The King her 
* Husband, that was Lord Darnly, (Enraged by ſome Iufor- 


« mations ) comes into the room where the Queen his Wife 


* was at Supper, and very big; and drives the Italian Fidler 


into another Room, and Murdars him. The Queen was 


& ſhortly 
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44 elivered of a Son, which was our King Fames : 
40 2 of the Chriſtening Ended, She 2 Bot hwel 
4 Murder d the King her Husband. Then the _ Marries 
« Bothwel, and all this in a Moment of Time; but they are 
pot fain to fly: The Queen came into England, and u as 
* 4 here Beheaded. Botbwel fled" into Denmark, and there lay 
jn Prison all the Days of bis Lite. # Wc 2 
. And now, Reader, obſerve the Fortune of this prodigious 
« Family : Nis ſuppoſed Father was ſtrangled in his Bed, by 
u the Conſent of his Mother, and flung out into a Garden: 
His Mother was beheaded : His Eldeſt Son, Prince Henry, 
jn the Flower of his Youth, and ſtrength of his Age, 
-<, jg Poyſoned: His Daughter. Married to the Palſgrave: 
here ſhortly her Husband ( Ambition to be. 
4 come a King) is flain; and ſhe with her many 
«Children are driven out of their Eſtates, and fly for 
©. Shelter into Holland, where ſhe hath lived ever fince upon the 
* Courteſie of England: Ber Eldeft Son, having lived lo 
4 upon a particular Charity of this Nation, is now at length ©. 
; *®, freſtored to a Feather of his. Gooſe. Two other of her Sons, 
& aſter Six years fol owing Arms and Plunder for King Charles, 
A « turn'd Pyrates at Sea, and ſo. are at preſent. King Fames 
| 4 himſelf, after two and twenty years Reign, by the Act of 
4 his FayouriteBuckinghai,'s Poyſoned.-KingChorles after Eight 
4 years War with the Parliament, is taken, arraigned, and Con- 
* demned, and Beheaded at his own Door, His Wife fled 
« home to her Friends; and his Children ſcatter d abroad in 
« the World, to live upon the Charity of others. 7 
4 Are all theſe Circumſtances to be lighted, or uncon- 
« ſidered? Or-ſhall we take the Priefts, Word, King James 
4 wasof bleſſed Memory ? I challenge the the proudeſt of them; 
44 jet them publiſh one clear Act af Honeſty from bim, all the 
4 time ot his Reign, or any honeſt Man that ever he lov'd, 
* and Ih yield: His Hypocrine, Perjury,Cowardice,Blaſphemy, 
« Malice, are knoun to all: And baſe Ingraticude, which 
4 cemprchends more than all the reſt. Whereof one Exam- 
ple of him is well worth our remembring, to Sir Henry 
, Worton, which briefly was thus: Sir Zenry (a Man for Per- 
e fon and parts bighly Eſteemed and honoured of all that 
knew him ) being in Florence, when Queen Elizabeth's Death 
* drew nigh, (which King Famet gaped for) the Duke ot 
. Florence had intercepted ſome Leiters, which diſcovered a 
* Peſign to take away the Life of King James: The Duke 
. ahhorring the Fact; reſolves to Endeavour the Preven- 
tion; calls for his. Secretary to adviſe by what means a 
Caution might be beſt given to the King: and it was re- 
fol ved to be done by Sit Henry Hatton, Who (being well in- 
< ſtructed ) is preſently diſpatched into Scotland with Letters 
do the king, and moſt rare Antidotes. againſt all manner 
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be a true, as tis a Common Obſervation, that Water runs al- 
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of Poyſons, whereby that Miſchief was prevented; and - 


Sir Hewy Watton returns into Italys where ſhortly after 
came the News of the Death of Queen Elizabeth, and 
Fame: King of Sor: proclaimed King of England; and away 
comes Sir Henry Worron to joy the King. This had been a 
fit Subject to have ſhewn his Noble Mind upon, for a Fa- 
vourite ; But what doth the King? Takes him into two anJ 


twenty years Travel, like a Packhorſe, to make him an Agent 
in Foreign Parts, and leaves him in his Old Age in Eaton, 
Colledge, unable to pay his Debts; as may appear by his 


Lamentable Complaint upon his Death-Bed: His Words 
are theſe, in his laſt Will and Teftament: I bumbly beſeech 


my Lord's Grace of Canterbury, and the Lord Biſhop of Lon- © 


don, to intercede with our moſt gracious Sovereign (in tbe 


Bowels of Feſus Chriſt”) that out of compaſſionate Memory of 
my long Services, ſome Order may be taken for my Arrears, for 


Sati gfallt ion of my Debts. This Preſident alone is ſo tran- 


ſcendently foul, as all his other Actions and Paſſions are Ver- 
tues to it. Fellows of no Merit at home, muſt wallow in 
his Bounty, and their own Luxury, to do his foul Pleaſyre, 
and to Execute his Tyrannical Actions, whilſt ſuch a Noble 
Soul as this, muſt ſuffer Want, and die in it. * 5 


* * 


Thus have I given my Readet, according to my Promiſe, 
King Fames's Picture in Miniature; I will not become a 
Voucher for the Truth of all that he has mention u; but if it 


ways the cleareſt, the nearer it is to the Fountain; then 'why _ 
ſnould not thoſe have the cleareſt Proſpect of Truth. that 
lived neareſt thoſe Times wherein the things they treat of were 
tranſacted? And that this was long ſince Witten, the Reatler 
will eafily diſcern, by many Paſſages therein. And the bold 
Strokes he has made in many Particulars, ſhews him to hive 


been a Maſter Workman ; tho* I cannot deny, but that ii he 


had Shadow'd ſome things a little more, it might perhaps have 
render d the Piece more acceptable to many Readers. 


But King James his Life being a Copious Theme for our 


Secret Hiſtory, we ſhall purſue it a little more at large; and 
deduce his Hiſtory from the Death oſ his Grandfather, Fames 
the Vth, who was ſlain àt Muſcleborongh Field by the ' Englifh 
Army, under the Command of the Earl of Arundel and Surrey. 
This King at his Death, left a ſole Daughter, Mary Stuart, In- 
heretrix of that Realm; who when ſhe attained to the Age of 
Viripotency, was Married to the Dauphin of France; (which 
Title belongs to the firſt Son of the Kings of that Crown ) 


who coming afterwards to be King, Ended his Days by à Shi- 


ver of a Launce at a Tournament, This Match was contriv'd 
by the French, to make the Scots to be Goads in our ſides, to 
prevent gur invading of France, to which we had a juſt Title. 


But this Mau, deprived of her Mate by this ſad Accident, 


living ſome few years in the French Court, where ſhe was Edu. 


* - 
. 
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cated in the School of Venue, prov'd an apt Scholar in that 
wanton Academy; and affecting in her Inclination to be more 
abſolute in ber Paſſion of Love to chuſe wil hout Controul 
a paramour ſuitable; when, bow long, and whom ſhe pleaſed, 
grew weary of the Delights of Paris; and; A hw 
returned into Scotland, where ſhe had more Power; ſhe being 
conſtant in nothing but Inconſtancy : A Place where the A- 
morous way was much in Eſtetm, tho the Church -· Government 
ſomewhat hinder d it +- which yet was not then of ſuch force as 
it has been ſince: This Princels caſt her Glances every wher 
about, to find a Beauty fit for her Embraces; and at laſt fix 
her liking on the Lord Darnly, of the Houſe and Family of the 
Stuarts of Poor in Scotland, whoſe Anceftors were there fa- 
mous, conteſting long ago for the King, with one Wallis, in 
their home-bred Broils, who ſided with the People. And 
indeed, this Lord was a goodly and amiable Perſon, fit for 
the Embraces of a Princels z- but after ſome time the Queen 
weary of the Coajunction being Satiated; and the rather, 
becauſe ſhe had caſt an Amorous Eye upon a New Servant 
the had Entertain'd, called David Rizius, a Piedmontois, and 
an Excellent Muſician, who excelled in the Airs of Jraly a- 
Hove others in that Faculty; and Enchanting the * with 
"his Voice, made her think there was no Happineſs but in his 
Approach in her Cabinet, (a Place wherein (ſhe continually 
reſided ). but from thence he Lord Darn'y was Baniſhed above 
nine Months; divorced from her Enjoyment, altho he fought 
divers means in Vain. At laſt, (or a Medicine to allay his 
Diſcontent, one Dowglaſs adminiſtred Phyſick for his Cure; 
which was to remove Rias from the Queen, and to put the 
Lord Darnly, her Husband, into her Arms: But ſo violent were 
the Ingredients, that Rizzus was taken from the Queen by 
Twelve newly arrived Lords and their Retinue, who put her 
into the Lord Darnley's Arms, Killing Rzx1ur, and laying his 
dead Body on the ſame Trunk which was his Bed the ſirſt 
Night he arrived to the Queen's Service: 
To underſtand this better, Dowglaſs was an Agent for the 
Twelve baniſh'd Lords out of Scotland, to return; but could 
not Effect it, unleſs the Lord Darnly urdertook the Accompliſh- 
ment; which he would not do, but upon the Condition of 
Diſpatching Rix ius from Court: But they being jealous of 
-Dwaly's Promiſe, not fixt in other Punctilio's, would not 
believe him, till pricking his Fingers, he wrote an Aſſurance 
-, under his hand with Blood, really to Effect it; which was 
ated when the Queen leaned on Rizius's ſhoulder, at the 
Game of Primero, with the Earl of Morton Chancellor of 
Scotland 5 who cheriſhed this unlawful Familiarity, - For 
+ David Rizius uss ſo well known to have to, do with the 
Queen, that Henry the Fourth of France; (being told of the 
Wiſdom of King Fes, after his Acceſſion to the Crown of 
© England, (which by ſome Sycophantins«Flatterers was lat 
| | 4 much 


. 


much cry'd up) and that he was call'd a Secend * Solomen 

ſmartly repartee'd, I know n reaſon there is to call bind. Second 
Solomon, unleſs it be becauſe be is the Son of David the Fidler. But 
to proceed. | | | N 

| The Queen being greatly troubled for the Fate of Nins, 
retir d to Srerlin Caftle, where ſhe was ſoon after brought 
abed of King Jones; but took no delight in her Husband's 
Company: For the Lord hoibwe] became a new Corrival in her 
Affection; who both conſented ( as Germanicus' Wife with , 
Sejanus.) aſter ſnhe had been Laſcivious with him, to blow up 
ter Husband's Body with Gunpowder, who was caſt dead on 


a Tree next Morning: A Spectacle made Scotland amazed at 


ſo fearful a Murder. By this moſt wicked Deſign, ſhe 'grew 
to contemptible to her Realm, that ſhe was fain to flee" to 
Queen Elixabeth tor Succour: But ſeveral Treaſons having 


been betore diſcovered here, which were ſet on work by this 


Queen to take away the Lite of Queen Elizabeth: The Privy 
Council ( accounted the wiſeſt oi all r ) adviſed Queen 
Eli ʒabeth to Congemn her, to tree Engla from Treaſons a- 
gainſt her Perſon: (for this Mary Stuart uas the next Preten- 
det to the Croun, trom Hewy the Seventh) But the Sage 
Princeſs con):tiumed that if her Death ſhould be by her Edict, 
it might raile the hatted of Foreign Princes againſt her; 
and therefore cauled the Sentence only to be ratified by Att 
barliament, the Vote of the whole Realm; inſomuch 
that a Mock Secretary (called Duviſon ) was choſen to goto 
Fotber:ngham, where the was rewarded with a Hatchet, which 
was but a juſt Jadgment of God upon her. ; 
King Fames being now about Sixteen years old, was Crown» 
ed in S, and had ſor Tutor one Bohannon (called among 
us Buchanon ) à Learned Divine, and Wiſe to train up young 
Princes; whoſe Books ate famous throught: this part of the 
World: This prudent Schoolmaſter 
Princes facility to Sigg any Giant for his Servants without 
reading, by which means he fad Pardon'd many Murthers, 
and paſſed other Infiruments of pernicious Conleguence'-to 
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obſerving the yonng 


* — 


the Commonwealihy he- one day detired à Boon of King 


Fames, in regard he had taken great Pains with him from 
his Childhvu.l 3 and the King without know ing what it was, 
told him he would grant it. Thereupon onè Morning, as 


the King was going out Early a hunting, Buchanan brought an 


| Ent 
Abfoluce Reſignation of his Kingdom to bim, with all Im- 
munities belonging to it, which the, King ſigned withont 


looking on. at Night returning from his flunting- port, 
and retiriag uſually before Supper, to read fome profitable 


Author, u hich his Shookwaſter choice ; all being ſhut out of 
the Chamber, Buchanan ſat down in the Kings Chait, and told 
him that he was King, giving him the Writing to peruſe; 
which whilſt he. M as reading, be ſheti Tears for bis Folly; yet 
Bucbanzs, after cemforted him, end charged his Scholar not 


1 
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to fign any Grant, but what was juſt; and ſo threw the Grant 
of all Scotland into the Fire. E 
Soon after, King Fames was married to Queen Am of Den- 
mark, a Lady beautiful, but too ſtrong to be joyned with a 
weak ſpiny Prince; but in a little time, finding his Deficien. 
cy, what ſhe wanted in him, ſhe made up elſewhere ; placin 
ber delight firft in one Mr. Stuart, of the Houſe of the Ear 
of Murryz but his haunting her Chamber too ſedulouſly, caus'd 
ſuch a jealouſie in the King, that he imparted his thoughts 
to the Marquis of Humley, who between em got this Stuart 
out of the way, cauſing his Houſe to be burnt, and himſelf in 
it. After whoſe Death, the Queen made uſe of the Earl of 
-Gowry, a Lord of a comley Viſage, good Stature, and an 
1 Attracting Mein, to ſatishe her unruly. Appetite; between 
3 whom and the King, there ſeemed much Love and Friend- 
| | - ſhip; but the King upon a ſuſpicion of his having too much 
familiarity with the Queen, converted all his Love and Friend- 
ſhip into the Poyſon of Hatred, cauſing Ramſy, afterwards 


il ot Holderneſs, with ſome others, to murther Gowry in 
bis own Houſe; giving out, to blind the matter, that the 
5 Earl with others would have killed him. And to make this 


falſe Story leok the more like Truth, he appointed the 

fifth of Auguſt as a ſolemn Day of Thankſgiving for his pre- 

tended Delivery. Thereby making bold with Heaven; call- 
=; ing Truth it ſelf to bear Witneſs to a Lie: Upon which oge 
wrote this Diſtich: * 8 ö 


Bold Prince, forbear, and trouble G O D nb. ſuriber: 
For be Accepts no Thanks for Doing Mur tber. 
ut the Queen, who cou'd not mortifie "her unruly 
Affections, finds out New Servants to ſupply her wants; and 
ſoon after entertain d into her Service one Mr. Geely, a Dane, 
to whom ſhe bore a great a ffection; this Gentleman came with 
her into England, and grew more entire in her Thoughts: Sir 
Edward Payton, in his Divine Cataftrophe, relates that he was 
very familiar with this Gentleman, and that he was a Com- 
miſſioner for him in a Grant his Miſtreſs had®procured for him 
of King Fames, of the Goods of Felons in divers. Counties. 
However, this Gentleman at laſt waxing Old, the Queen 
took two other proper Gentlemen into * Service, of the 
Houſe of Bohannon; and theſe being Partners in her Affection, 
fell out with one another to that degree, that they fought a 
Duel, and KilPd one another for Priority in her Love. 
Not long after Gowries Death, Prince Fienry was born "at. 
*  *  Edenbrough; whereupon Queen Elizabeth ſent the Earl of 
dur Amaſſador, to Congratulate his Birth, and be God- 
? tather, witha Noble Retinue : But Scotland being poor, ant 
te King wanting Money to diſcharge the Glory of ſuch a 
OT wie ot pow. opal 
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Royal Entertainment, the Earl of. Orkney, a Baſtard of the 
former Kings, pawned his Eftate in the Iſlands of Scotland, "i 
to raiſe a great Sum to Diſcharge the Chriftning : And as a 
Return for ſo great Kindneſs, King Femes did not only not 
| diſengage this very Morgage, but ſuffered the Earl to die in 
Priſon at Blackneſs near. Edinburgh-Caſile : An Ingratitude fo 
indelible,/ that after Ages will deteſt it... | 3 
But Henry tbe Fourth of France, being inform d of this 
Congratulation, and conceiving it to he a Step to Unite Exg - 
land and Scorland in one Government, Elizabetb waxing old, 
ſent a Letter of Encouragment to King Fames, to joyn with 
bim in Revenge of his Mothers Death; who replied ( as the _ | 
true Copy Expreſſed it) that be would not fall at differeice = / ) 
with Elixab th, fince te was now more ſecure in his Throne, 
than in his Mothers time: Intimating he was not ſorry for his 
Mothers Removal, for her Life might have procur d- his 
Ruine. * | . e 
_ * Queen EIZaberb dying, after having reigned, four and 
forty years Compleat, King Fames was proclaimed King of E. 
land by the Privy Council, aſſiſtedby Sir Robert Lee Lord Mayor of | 
London; In May after, he came into England, and was met with many 
Nobles and Gentlemen; the Sheriffs attending him in every - 
County from BerwiG,: Bring all the way, i upon 
his Acceſſion to the Throne of this Kingdom: And when he 
came near London, he was met by the Sheriffs of Eondon and 
Middleſex, and Congtatulated by Mr. Richard Martin of the 
Middle Temple, in the Name of the Sheriffs, with the following 
Speech; which, tho* ſemewhat long, I am willing to inlert ſęFg 
two Reaſons; Firſt, becauſe it may be a Novelty to the Reader, 
as being rarely to be had , I having obtain d it out of a private 
Manuſcript. And Secondly, becauſe bis Reign was the very 
Reverſe of what this wou'd have perſwaded him to; That Had 
it been ſpoken afterwards, as it Mas before, it might very vel ©. 


» * 


have been taken for an Ire. 


A Speech deliver d to King James, at his near Ap- 
proach to London, in the Name of the Sheriffs of 
London and Midaleſex, by Mr. Richard Martin of 
the Midale- Temple. 28 "TY 


\ 
% 


He Common Fear and Difficulties which perplex moſt confidens 
—  Orators ſpeaking before Princes, would more conjeurd my d, 
ſiruſtful Spirit, F eaking to your high Majeſty, moſt mighty Xing, 
and our-dread Sovereign Lord, aid I not know that the Me(ſage which 
1 bring i to 4 good Ming, always grateful, Curioſities of Wit, and L 
affected Strains of Oratory, I leave to theſe who-moye delight to zielle 


* 


ze Princes Ear, than ſaticy his deeper gudgment. Tome, miſt ga. 
cous Sovereign, your Majejty's meaneſt Subject, vouchlafe Teur Mind 
ard Prizcely Attention, whilſt in the Names nf whoſe grave Mag1- 
| Is 1 1 
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ratet, your Majeſties Faithful Sheriffs of London and Middleſex, 
I offer to your benign Grace that Loyal and Hearty Welcome, "which 
from that Homurable and Ancient City, the Heart of this Kingdom, 
& brought by them whoſe deep and inward Grief conceived for tbe loſs 
of our Peerleſs and Kenywned Queen Elizabeth, is turned mts Exteſ. 
foe Foy for the Approach of your Excellent Majeſty, by whom the long 
ind bleſſed Peace of Five ard Fourty years, ij made perpetual, Great 
i the Acknowledgment we owe to the Memory of our late Princes Go. 
ver nment, whoſe far-(pread Fame, as it ſhall live recommended to Po- 
Rerity fir ever; ſo of ber flouriſhing Reign no other Teſtimony need to 
be required than that of your high Majeſty , ſince none can be more. 
honourable ;, that the libe hath mr been -read or heard of in our Days, 
er fince the Reign of Great Auguſtus; ſo that even Gloriom and 
Ver tuoas Xings have juſt cauſe to Envy the Glory and Vertue of 4 
Woman. But ſhe uw gathered in Peace to her Fathers, a Memorable 
ance of your Majeſty's Divine Obſervation, That Princes differ not 
in Stuff, bur in Uſe, ſrom Common Men. Our of the Aſhes of this 
Phenix wert thou K'"g James, Born for cur Good: The bright Star of 
the North, to which all true Magnetick Hearts had long b-fore turned 
- #hemſelves, whoſe Fame ariſing like 4 new Sun, diſperſed the Clouds of 
Fear which either our Politick Friends, or open Enemies, or the un. 
natural Factors for the firfl Monarch®, bad given us ſome cauſe to ap- | 
prebend; Tea, our Nobility, Counſellors, and Commons, whoſe Wi- 
dom and Fidelity is 1herefore renowned, as far as this tand is ſpoken 
of, with a general Ze. il. poſted to your Maie(ties Subje&ion ; not more 
incixed thereunto, by the Right of your Majelty's Deſcent and Royd 
Bio d, drawn to this fair Inheritance from the Lovns of our Anciem 
Kings, than inflan'd with the Fame of your Princely and Eminent 
Fertues, wk-rewith , as a rich Cabinet of Preczous Fewels, your 
Kingly Mind is furniſh'd, if conſtant Fame bas deliver d as a true 
Inventory of your rare Qualities : A King whoſe Touth "needs no Ex- 
«uſe, and whoſe Aﬀettions are ſubdued to his Reaſon : A King which 
not only does Ful ice, ( which even Tyrants ds ſometimes ) but loves 
Juſtice; which Habit none but Vertuous Princes can put on: Who 
imitating the Free Bounty of the King of Kings, invites all diſtreſſed 
People 11 come unto kim; not permnting Gehazi to take Talenrs 
of Silver, or Changes of Garments, In ſome Princes, my Gracious 
Soveraign Lord, it is Enough that they be not Exil; but from your 
Majefly we look for an Admirable Goodneſs, and particular Redreſs 2 
So ſtrange an Exbe dation forming your Majelie's Coming, bath 
' ,-#nvefled the Minds of Good Aen with Comfort, of Bad with Fear, 
And ſte bow bounteous Heaven bath aſſigned four Kingdoms f. 
your Majeſty's four Kingly Fertues. Scotland bath tried your 
Prudence, in reducing thoſe things to Order in the Church and 
. Commonwealth, which the Tumultuousr times of your . Majeſty's 
Infancy bad there put om of Square. Ireland ſalt require your 
- Fafiice, which S Miniſters, I are not ſay that the Policies 


ef Civil Wars, have there defaced; France ſhall prove your 

Fortitnde; when neceſſery Reaſons of State ſhall bend your ds. 

jeſty's Councels to that Enterprige; But let England be = 
i She, 7 . * 
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$chool wherein Tour Majeſty will practice your Temperance and Mo- 
deration : For Flattery will eſſay to undermine or force Tour Ma- 
jeſtys Strongeſt Conſtancy and Integrity: Baſe Oſtenation, the Bane 
of Vertuous Princes, which like Lazarus's Dogs, licks even the 
Princes Sores; à Vice made ſo familiar to this Ao by long ſe, that 
even Pulpits are not free from this kind of Treaſon; 4 Treaſon 1 
may juftly call it, moſt capable to poyſon rhe Fountain of Wiſdom and 
Fuſtice, whereat ſo many Kingdoms muſt be refreſhed : Nor can 1 
be juftly blamed to lay open to 4 moſt Skilful and Faithful Phyfician | 
our true Grief ; nay, it may be to the Comfort of my Life #0 have 
ſpoken the Truth to my Lord the King; and with a heart as: true 10 
Tour Majeſty as Tour own, to make known to an uncorrapted King 
the hopes and defires of his beſt Subje&s : Who, as if Tour 10 

were ſent down from Heaven to renew the Golden Age, bave now 
aſſured themlelves. that this Iſland, now united to Tour Majeſties 
Obedience, ſhall never fear the Miſchiefs and Miſ-Governments 
which ogher Countreys and other Times have felt : Opprefſion ſpak 
rot be here the Badge of Aut bority, nor Inſolence the Mark, of Great« 
neſs. The People (hall ſit every one under his own Olive-Tree, and 
en0int themſelves with the Fat thereof : bis Face not grinded with 
Extorted Suits, nor his Marrow ſuch'd out with moſt odious and 
unjuſt Monopolies: Unconſcionable Lawyers, and greedy Officers ſhall 
10 longer ſpin out the poor Mans C auſe in length to his undoing, and 
the delay of Fuſtice : No more ſhall Bribes blind the Eyes of the 
Wiſe, nor Gold be reputed the common meaſure of Mens Mor- 
thineſs 5 Adulterate Gold! Which can gild a rotten Poſt, maße 
Balaam 4 Biſhop, and Iſſachar be wortby of 4 Fudicial Chair, 
where he may wickedly ſell that Fuſtice which he corruptly bought. 
The Money-Changer's and Sellers of Doves, I mean thoſe whisb traf · 
fick with the Livings of fimple and religious Paſtors, ſhall Tour 
Majeſty whip out of the Temple and Commonwealth: For no more ſhall 
Church-Livings be par d to the quick, forcing Ambitious Chur cbmen to 
Enter in at the Windows by Simony, and Corruption, which they ml 
afterwards repay with Uſury, and make up with Pluralities, 2 
Ports and Huvens of this N which have long been barred, 
yet now open the Mouths of their Rivers and the Arms of their Seas, 
to the gentle Amity, and juſt Traſſick f al Nations, waſhing away 
our Reproach of Univerſal Pirates and Sea-Wolves ʒ and deriving, by 
the Exchange of Home-bred Commodities with Foreign, into the Veins 
yi this Land, that wholeſome Blood and well-got Treaſure, which 

all ſtrengthen the Sinews of Tour Majeſtie's Kingdoms. Ihe 
negleFe4 and almoſt worn-out Nobility ſhall now as bright Diamonds 
and burning Carbunclet, a4orn Your Kingly Diadem. The too much 
contemned Clergy ſhall hang as 4 precious Earing as Tour Princely 
Ear; Your Majeſty ſtill Liſtening to their holy Counſels, The 


wezried Commons ſhall be worn as & rich Ring on Tour Royal Fins  * 


ger, which Tour Majeſty with a watchful Eye will ſtil ' graciouſly 
40% upon.” For we hav? now 4 King that will hear with his own 
Ears, \ant be ever jeilout of any Truſt, which being, afterwards 
becomz neceſſary, may be abuſed to an Unlimited Power, They men 
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jirſt Entrance * us the Addition of guter Xinędom, which 
ar cou d never ſubdue : And not only jo, but your Majefſie , up- 
right Government mates us Payrakers. of that . Felicity wbich Di. 
vine. Plato r= but never ſaw ( 4 Kingdom whoſe King 
is 4 Philoſopher ) 4 Philoſopher being our King, Receive. then, 
miſt gracious Seraign, the Loyal Welcome which our City ſendeth 
ont 10 meet your Majeſty 3. Our City, which for the long Trial of 
| der Logalty, Obedience, and 2 Readineſs upon all Occaſiont, 
| . Majeſty's Riyal. Progenttors have intitled with the Title o 
Their Chamber: hoſe faithful Citizens with true and well. 
Approved Hearts, bumbly lay dt your Royal Feet their Goods and 
Nes; which they will Sacrifice for your... Majeflies Service and 
Defence ;, with longing © Eyes, defiring 10 behold your Majeſty, and 
z0-receive you within their. Walls, whom they hate long fince lodged = 
in their Hearts: Imploting Heaven that your Majeſty's Perſon 
may be free from all ill Fractices, Tour Soul ſafe from Flattery; 
Your Life Extented to the paſſbilig of Nature; and that if not 
Tour Natural Life, yet Tour Royal Line may baue ene period wich 
| the World : Your Princely. Off-ſpring ſting upon 1he Thrane of 
* * their Fat bers for evermore. And we your Majefty's faithful 
| * ' Servents. ſwrender ing into. Tour ' Majeſty s hands that Autherin 
TERED from Jeu : Wiſhing from our. Hearts, That all 
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In this 

8 has been 
Hebrew, His Majeſty read backward, 4 Hic d the Per- 
fect Reverſe of: But there is © much fulſome flat Ic 
daubing in it ale, that it is no WON that an honeſt plain 
| ſuch flatrering Expreſſions 
Acclamations as he was all along the Country in his 

Paſſage from Scorlend ) ſhould prophetically ſay, This People 


a 


will poi 4 King | 2 : 
1 — was Ended, the King was Attended with 


general Applauſe and treated with Royal Entertainment at 
his into the Clurter- Houſe in Londen; Yet ominouſly 
attended wich a great Plague, of three N dying in a 
Week in the City. This Union gave a grand Expectation 
af Tranquility to both Kingdoms: 


king no other uſe of the Riches of this Nation, than to ſup- 
ply the wants of his needy Country-Men; who like ſo many 
Horſe- Leaches ſuck d the Exchequer dry: And then Honour 
and Offices u ere (et to Sale, to fill the Scors Purſes, and Empty 
the Kingdom's Treaſure: And this was the occaſion of that 
By- word then ſv common amenęſt us, That the Engliſh. Exche- 
quer reach'd from London to Edinburgh. But this was not 
ſufficient to gorge their inſatiable Wembs, and ſatisfie their 


Impottunate Cravings; but many Monopolies likewiſe were 


Erected : Inſomuch that Sir Edward Payron affirms, that he 
bimſelf reported Thirty two Patents in Decimo Oct auo Facobi, 
But to Survey this Reign a little more Methodically : The 


Reigns of Edward aud Kichard the Second, were calld the 


Reigns of Favourites, but certainly that of Fames the Firſt, 
might have been call d ſo with much more reaſon: Thoſe Prin- 
ces had indeed TwO ot Three a · ꝓiece, (and both they and the 


Nation found enough of them ) but King Fames had a Sügcaſ- 


ſion of Favourites throughout his whole Reign; Thoſe Prince 
were conſtant to theirs, hut King James ſoon grew weary of 


his, one Favorite daily juſtling out another. The firſt of this 


ſort was Sir George Hewm, a Kcots- man; a kind of, Fayouritez 
tho far ſhort of thoſe that came afterward. with young Faces, 


and ſmooth Chins; but one that for his Wiſdom and,Gravity 


had been in ſome Secret Counſels with his Maſter, which created 


of « 


that dearneſs between them; and the chief of thoſe Secrets was 
that of Gomries Conſpiracy, tho that Nation gave little Cre: 
dit to the Story, but would ſpeak both ſlightly and deſpiteſully 
of it; and thoſe ſome of the wiſeſt of that Nation too: Let 


there was a 54 Commemoration of it by the Tueſdays Ser- 
mon. and an Anni 


; 3, jor the preſervation. Hon which Day, as 0h 
oC 70 alter Earl of Holderpeſs, 182 lt 0 — mat 
Freſervation, Was the P e Gyeſt, ſo diq n Ae 


verſary Feaſt, as great as poſlible, on the Fiſth 
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flattery, and 


| it proved otherways.. - 
| For after the Kings Acceſſion to the Crown, England inſenfibly 
abated in its Reputation and Power Abroad. The King ma- 
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308 The True Secret Hiſtory of 
him any Boon he would ask that Day; but had ſuch limitations 
ſer to his asking, as made his Suit as unprofitable to him, as 
that which he ask d it for, was unſerviceable to the King; and 
indeed, did make the Engliſh as little believe the Story as the 
Scots themſelves did: And yet, to ſpeak the Truth, the good 
Gentleman did in that, as a Lyar often doth, by telling a Lye 
often, he believes it to be a very Truth: If the thing was true, 
King Fames was Ingrateful, and did too little for him ; if ic 
was not true, he was Profuſe, and did too much; for being an 
Earl, he was in very little eſteem, either with bis Maſter, or 
with the better ſort of Courtiers. This Sir George Hewms, 
(the Favourite I was ſpeaking of) being the only Man that was 
the Guider of the King, and his Affairs, all the wifer Enel:ſþ, 
at the Kings firſt Entrance, made their Addreſſes unto him; 
among whom, one of the earlieſt was Sir Robert Cecil, a ver 
wiſe Man, but hated in England, by reaſon of the freſh Bleeding 
of that Univerſally beloved Favourite of the People, the Earl 
of Eſſex; and for that was clouded alſo in the Kings Favour. 
He came to Terk, but lay cloſe, and was unſeen, or ſcarce 
known to be in the City, until he knew what Entertainment 
he ſhould have from the King; for he was in all Mens Opinion, 
ſo under the Hatches, as not ever to appear above-board again: 


( Nor did any of the Counter-Faction to Eſſex, beſides himſelf, - 


ever attain to the Kings Favour ) but thoſe Friends raiſed by 
his Wit and Purſe, did ſo co-operate, (of which Sir Roger 
Agon, that plain Man, was Principal, for which he loſt not his 
Labour) that Sir George Hewms and Sir Robert Cecil, had many 
Sectet Meetings, and'did ſo comply, that Sir Robert Cecil, to 
the Admiration of all, did publickly appear, and came out of 
his Chamber, Ike a Giant, to run his Race, for the Prize of 
Honour and Fortune; So that who in ſuch Dearneſs and Priva- 
cy with the King, as Sir Robert Cecil? As if he had been his 
faithful-Servant many Years before. And indeed, if ſome have 
gueſt right, there was a Correſpondence (tho' very Rey 
carry'd on) between Cecil and the Court at Ed'nburgh, in 
Queen Elizabeth's time: For he once took occaſion in the 
Queen's Preſence, to glance at the King of Scots as her Suc- 
ceſſor; which made her break into a Paſhon, faying, Was this 

imputed 10 Eſlex for 4 Crime, and is it leſs in u ? Nay, he 
was once like to he trapt in his Correfpondencies: For the 
Queen taking the Air upon Black-Heath, by Greenwich, a Poſt 
Surnmon'd her to enquire from what Quarter his Buſineſs came; 
and hearing from Scotland, She ſtaid Her Coach to receive the 
Packet: But Sir Robert Cecil, (then Secretary) and in the 
Ceach with her, being fearful that ſome of his Conveyances 
might be diſcovered, having an active Wit, calls for a Knife 
ſuddenly to open it, left put offs and delays might beget — 
tion; and when he came to open it. he told the Queen it look'd 
and ſmelt vegy ll-favour'diy ; coming out of many Nafty Budg- 
ets, and was fit to be'open'd and air'd before ſhe ſaw it; which 
n 1 eaſon 
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_ reaſon meeting with her diſaffection to ill ſcents, hinder'd ker 
ſmelling out his underhand Contrivances. And therefore his 
Friends, Wit, or Wealth, did not raiſe him ſo much, as the ill 
Offices done by him to this Nation; in diſcovering to the King 
how to raiſe his Prerogative ſo above the Laws, that he might 
inſlave the Nation; which has been ſince of very dangerous 
Conſequence: for he not only caus d a whole Cart - load of Par- 
liament Preſidents, that were Evidences of the Fubjcts Liber- 
to, to be burnt; but put him into a way of railing Two hun- 
red thouſand Pounds, for making Two hundred Baronets; 
telling the King he ſhou'd find His Engliſh Subjects like Aſſes, 
on whom he might lay any Burthen 3 and ſhould need neither 
Bit nor Bridle, but their Aſſes Ears; and when the King ſaid, 
It wou'd diſcontent the generality of the Gentry ; Tuſh Sir, 
reply'd ke, Ton want the Money, that will do you good; the Honour 
will do them very little: And by theſe courſes he rais'd himſelf, 
Friends, and Family, to Offices, Honours, and great Poſſeſſi- 
ons; yet as a juſt Puniſhment, he liv'd long enough to have - 
loſt all, had not Death prevented him between the Bath and 
Linden; for the Duke of Burgyn being then there, about the 
Overture of that unfortunate Match het een the Palſgrave and 
of Lady Flizabert, had ſo done his Errand, and diſcorer'd his 
ugling, it is moſt certain he had been ſtript of all at his 
Return; which he underſtanding, it is thought, from his Friends 
at Court, did Expedite his End; but he died opportunely 
to- Jeave his Honour and his Eſtate, for his Poſterity; 
Tho' to leave a Mark of Ignominy of himſelf by that He- 
rodian ' Diſeaſe, that for all his great Honours, Poſſeſſions, 
and ſtately Houſes, he found no Place but"the top of a 
Mole-hill near Marleborough, to End his Miſerable Life; ſo 
that it may be ſaid of him, and truly, he died of a moſt loath-. 
ſome Diſcaſe; without Houſe, without Pity, and without the 
favour of that Maſter that had rais'd him to ſo high an Eſtate. 
And yet he mutt have that right done him, That there hath 
not been any ſince his time, that equall'd him; to fulfil 
the Proverb, Seldom comes 4 Better, He had great Parts, was 
very wiſe, full of Honour and Bounty; and a great Lover 
and Rewarder of Vertue and Able Parts in others, ſo they did 
* Aſpire too high in Places, or look too Narrowly into his 
Actions. W 
The next that came in Favour on the Publick Theater, was 
Henry Howard, a younger Son of the Duke of Norfolk, and Lord 
Thomas Howard; the one afterward Eaxl of Northampton, the 
other Earl of Suffolk, Lord Chamberlain, and after Lord Trea- 
ſurerz who. by Salishury's Greatneſs with that Family, rather 
than hy any Merit or Wiſdom in themſelves, raiſed many 
great Families of his Children. Northampton, tho a great 
erk, yet not a wiſe Man, but the groſſeſt Flatteter in the 
World: and as Salisbury by his Wit, ſo this by is Blattery 
raiſed himſelf : Yet one great Motive to the railing ef that 
8 | X 3 Name 
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Name of Huwurds, was the Duke of _ s ſuffering for 
the Queen of Scots, the Rings Mother: Let did Suffolt ſo far get 
the Start of Nerthowpren, that Northampton never after loyed 
2 kim but from the outwards; only he had fo much 
Diſcretion as not to fall to actual Enmity, to the overthrow 
of both, and the weakning their Faction; Suffolk alſo uſing 
him with all Submiſſive reſpe&, not for any love, but hope of 
| gaining his great Eſtate, and ſharing it among his Children; 
but Northampron's diſtaſte was ſuch, by his Loſs of the Trea- 
turer's Place, which he had with ſuch Aſſurance promiſed to 
himſelf in his Thoughts, that except what he gave to Mr, Hen- 
Howard, the reſt he gave to the Earl of Arundel ; who by 
tis Obſervance, but more eſpecially. by giving Northampton all 
is Eſtate if he never return d from Travel, had wrought him 
< ſelf ſo far into his Affection, that he doted on him. 

And now the Reader muſt obſerve that .Sz/isbury. havin 
been 'advanc'd as has been already mention'd, ſhook off al 
that were great with him, and of his Faction in Queen 
Elizaberb's Days; as, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir George Carew, 
the Lord Grey, and the Lord Cobham: The three - firſt. of 

*theſe were as able Men as any the World had; the laft but 
one degree from a Fool; yet ſerv'd their Turas better than 
2 wiſer Man, by his greatneſs with the Queen; ſor they 
would put him on any thing, and make him tell any Lye 
with as great Confidence as a- Truth : Three. of theſe were 
utterly ruin'd, as we ſhall ſee by and by; the fourth, Sir 
George Carew being a very wiſe Man, contented himſelf with a 

mean place, that was worthy of a much greater; and altho 
very Active, formerly, called to mind that known Saying, 
'  TFallx quem faciem aliens pericula Cautum; and therefore 
; *medled with no State Buſineſs; for he ſaw a better head- 
Piece than his own, Sir Walter Raleigh's, ſit tottering, and 

e fell off, which made Sir George think it was good 
eeping in a whole Skin: But becauſe Sir Walter Raleigh was 
condemn'd for Treaſon, with Gray and Cobbam, &c. and yet 

none can tell what the Treaſon was; I will Endeavour (once 
for all,) to give the Reader the beft Account of it 1 
This Conſpiracy was as great a Myſtery as that of Gowyy's 
in Scotland; made of fo ſtrange a hodg-podg of Perſons of 

 fifferent Intereſts, that it is a wonder they ſhou'd ever a- 

e in one Deſign: For ſome of them were Papiſts, as 

Watſon and Clark, who were Prieſts, and Parham a Gentle - 
an; fome Proteſtants, as the Lord Cobbam, George Brook 
is Brother, and Sir Walter Raleigh, and one a Puritan, the 

Lord Grey of Wiiton, a very.hopetul Gentleman: "Theſe: were 
certainly a ſtrange Medley to meet in one and the ſame Trea- 
ſon. The,ground of the Deſign was ſaid to be to ſet up 
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5 But why ſhould the Proteſtants go ahaut to alter Relig gion? 

Gifobfing already to Wempe he Priel Places of He- 

nour and Profit: The Lord Grey was to get leave to tran- 
ſport 2000 Men into Holland, with whom: he was to. ſaze 
upon the King and the Prince: Sir Fate Raleigh was 40 


treat with Count Aremberg for pracuring Moneys, - and 
Cobham was to go to the Arch Duke, and the King, of 
Spain, to proctire their Aſfiſtance: Which is all a very un- 
likely piece of Buſineſs. 25 
The truth is, moſt of theſe were diſcontente i to ſee Salis- 
> bury, their old Friend, ſo high, and now to trample an 
thoſe that had been his chief Supporters (and being ever 
of his Faction) now neglected and condemned : It was 
therefore moſt likely to be a Trick of State, to overthrow 
ſome, and difable others; knowing their ſtrong Abilities 
might otherwiſe live to overthrow Salisbury ; for * were 
intimate in all his Secret Counſels for the ruine of Eſſex 3 
eſpecially Raleigh, Gray and Cobbam: For tho' the latt | 
was little better than a fool, yet he had been very u ; 
ful to them (as the Tool in the hand of the Workman.) 
To have fingled out theſe, without ſome Prieſts, which were 
Traytors by the Law, had (melt too rank, and been too plain 
a Trick of State. Now Salisbury in this bad à doubie Bens- 
fit; Firſt, in getting rid of ſuch as he feared wou'd. have 
been Thorns in his ſides; and ſecondly, by endearing him - 
ſ-If to the King, by ſhewing his Diligence and Vigilancy 
for his Safety; ſo that it might be ſaid of him, as of 
Ceſar in another Caſe,_( Invenian aut faciam) I will either 
find out a Treaſon, or make ane. And cbis might have 
pad for a piece of Court-Policy, and done well enough, 
lad the Deſign been only to Diſgrace ; but when it reach d 
to the nd ov of Life, the Jeſt was carried on too 


far; and bw ſuch a Piece of Court-Policy cou'd ſtand 
with Religion, 1 am afraid Cecil has too well underſtood 
long ago, And this Plot (as near as J can tell you,) and - 
have made it my Buſigels to ſearch into the botom of 
it, and 1 dare fay, from the Private Manuſcripts and o- 
. ther Papers that I have Examin'd, that I have as thorow 
aan underftanding of it as ever any Man had) was, That 
all theſe in a diſcontented humqur, had by Hatſon and 
Clerk, being Confeſſors, dealt with Count Aremberg, the 
Arch-Dukes Ambaſſador, to negotiate with the Arch-Duke, 
to raiſe an Army, and invade Ergland, and- they wou'd 
raiſe another of Papiſts and Male- Contents to joyn em: 
For you muſt underſtand that the King was believed tp he 
an Errant Purifan (cid contrarium vg rum eſt, as the Ham- 
ton · Court Conference ſufficiently manifeſted, ) Now how like- 
ly this Plot was, let the Wald judge: That the King of 
Spain, who had 1 5 
N ee 


eace at ſo dear a rate, and found 
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he had formerly in the Wars with this formidable Nation, 
ſhould ſeek to break it ſo ſoon: And the truth is, had it 
been a real Treaſon, the State had been bound to have 
"rewarded theſe Traiters, as the beſt piece of Service done 
in England, all this Kings Reign: For it was indeed thoſe 
that made the Peace, not thoſe that Endeaveur'd to break 

it, that were the Traytors, and art to be curſed by all Po- 
ſterity. Yet this fooliſh Plot ſervd well enough to take 

ſome Blocks out of the way, that might otherwiſe after- 
wards have made ſome of them ftumble, to the breaking 
of their own Necks. | | 

They were all arraigned of Treaſon at Wincheſter, whi- 
ther the King ſent ſome Secretly to. obſerve. all Paſlages ; 
upon whoſe. true and faithful Relations of the Innocency of 
the Perſons Arraigned, and the flight Proofs upon which 
they were condemned, the King would not be drawn to 
ſign any Warrant for the Execution of Raleizb, Cobham, and 

Grey; and very hardly for any of the reſt, the two Priefts 

excepted. For Kaleigh's Defence, it was ſo brave and juſt, 
that (had he not wilfully caſt himſelf, out of very weari- 
neſs, as unwilling to detain the Company longer) no Jury 
.eould ever have caſt him: All the Evidence brought againſt 
him, was Cobham's Accuſation; which he only deſir'd might 

appear ( Viva Voce) and he would yield, without further 

Defence; but they knew well enough that Cobham would 

not, nor could not accuſe him : having been tamper'd with 

by Wale, then Lieutenant of the Tower, and Salisburys great 

Creature, Wade deſir'd it under his hand, but that he alſo 

refuſed; at laſt Wade got a Trick. by his Cunning to 

over-reach Cobham, who was but a weak Man; for Wade 
getting Cobbam to write his Name on a Blank Paper, 

Wade took it up, and no queftion writ the Accuſation above 

it, as in the Sequel will further appear. For Sali busy 

urging Raleigh often, if Cobham had accuſed him under his 
hand, would he then yield ? Kaleigh reply'd he knew Cob- 
bam weak of Judgment,and did not know how that Weak- 
neſs might be wrought upon; but was confident that he 
wou'd not to his Face accuſe him, and therefore wou'd 
not put his Fortune and all on that; on which Fence he 

Kood till Nine at Night. At laſt his Fate carry'd it a- 

ainft his Reaſon, and he yielded upon the Producing, of 
fis hand, which was inſtantly pull'd out, and was indeed 
his hand, but not his Act nor Deed : So at that preſent 
was George Brook, Watſon and Clark, Executed; Parbam 
quitted, and Sir Walter Raleigh executed many years after 
for the fame Treaſonz as much againſt all reaſon, as all 
or any Precedent ; yea, after he had been a General by the 
Kings Commiſſion 3 and had by that Power of the Lives 
of many others ; utterly againſt the Civil Law; which 
faith, Be that hath Power of the Lives of others, ought 
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to de Maſter of his own. But the Spaniard was ſo power- 
ful at that time in the Engliſh Court, as that Faction could 
command the Life of any Man that might * dange- 


| in their Re- 
ftraint, the one much pitied, the other ſcorned 3 and his 
Death as baſe, for he died louſie for want of Apparel and 


Linnen; and had ftarved, had not a Trencher-ſcraper, ſome» 


time his Servant in Court, relieved him with ſcraps, in 
whoſe Houſe he died; being ſo poor a Houſe, as he was 
forc'd to creep up a Ladder into a little Hole, to his Cham- 
ber; which was a ſtrange Judgment, and unpreſidented, 
that a Man of Seven thouſand pound per amm, and of a 
Perſonat Eftate of Thirty Thouſand pounds (of all which the 
King was cheated of what ſhould have Eſcheated to him) that 
he could not give him any Maintenance, as in all Caſes 
the King doth, unleſs out of his own Revenue of the Crown, 
which was the occaſion of this Lord's Want. 1 

And now, before 1 leave this matter, I will demonſtrate 
to the Reader that the Great Sir Walter Raleigh had his 
Life taken ſurreptitiouſly away, by the following true 
Story. A 

Queen inne being in a deſperate Diſeaſe, and as was 
believed incurable, the Phyſitians having proceeded fo far, 
that they were come to a Ne plus ultra. Sir Walter Ra- 
leigb, being by his long Study an Admirable Chymiſt, under- 
took. and performed the Cure; for which he would re- 


ceive no other Reward, but that her Majeſty wow'd pro- 


cure that certain Lords might be ſent to Examine Cobbam, 
whether he had accuſed Sir Walter Raleigh of Treaſon, at 
any time under his hand? The King at the Queens Re- 
queſt (and in Juſtice he cou'd do noleſs) ſends fix of the Counw/ 
Cil, which as I take it, were the Duke of Lenox, Salisbury, Nor- 
eeſter, Suffolk, Sir George Carew, and Sir, Fulius Ceſar; to 
demand of Cobham, whether he had not under his handac- 
cuſed Sir Walter Raleigh upon that Treaſon he was Arraigned 
for > Cobham did proteft never, nor cou'd he: But, ſaid 
he, That Villian Wade did often folicit me; and not pre- 
vailing, got me by a Trick, to write my' Name upon a 
piece of White Paper, which I thinking nothing, did; ſo 
that if any Charge came under my hand, it was forged: by 
that Villain Wade, by writing ſomething above my hand, 
without my Conſent or Knowledge, Theſe fix Lords return- 
ing to the King, made Salisbury their Spokeſman ; who laid, 


Sir, My Lord Cobham hath made good all that ever he wrote , 


or ſaid; and ſo came off by an Equivocation ; for it 
was true, he made good whatever he writ, - but he. never 
writ any thing to accuſe Raleigh: By which the Reader may 
ſee the Baſeneſs of theſe Lords; the Credulity df the King; 


and the Ruine of Sir Walter Raleigh. I appeal now to all the 


World, Whether thoſe Six Lords were not his Immediate 
More 


And no queſtion but they have been called to 
Account for it. And thus I have given à true. Re. 
ation of the Treaſon and Traytors, with all the Windings 
and .Turnings in it, and all Dallages appertaining to it: By 
hich may be ſeen the Slavery theſe great Men were kept 
E by Jalisbum; that none durſt teſtifie ſuch a Truth; the 
not. teſtifying whereof, tis to be fear'd, has conſign d em 
to Eternal Ruine. 4d | Ae oO 
Having thus ſhew'd you how Sir Walter Raleigh was chea- 
ted out of his Life by the Artifice of Salisbury, 1 will now 
relate that which was made the occaſion of his Death, than 
which, nothing cou'd be more barbaronſly done of the King; 
td whom it was that the Miſcarriage of his Weſt{ndia En. 
terprize was principally Owing. Sir Walter, after fourteen 
Fears Impriſonment, during which time he had oblig'd the 
World with one of the beſt Hiſtories that was ever written, 
obtain d his Liberty: And was ſent with an Ample Com- 
pubs ( which was judg'd by our beft Lawyers Equivalent to a 
Pardon ) to diſcover and take poſſeſſion of New Countries 
agd Mines in in America: Onò Captain Xęmiſb an old Sea- 
man and Servant of his, having ſhewed him a piece of Oar 
in the Tower of a golden Complexion (which was a glitter- 
ing Temptation to begin that Work) affuring him he cou d 
bring him to a Mine in Guiana of the ſame Metal: Which: 
gave riſe to this Enterprize. | 
But whilſt he was getting ready his Ships for this Voyage, 
the King commanded him to give him a Plan of his Deſi gn, 
and of the Place he was to Land at; and to ſet down under 
re hand beſides, the Number of his Men, the Burthen of his 
ips, and what Ordinance every Ship carried: This prov'd 
the Ruine of his Enterprize : For before he cou'd get ready 
ou from England, the Court at Madrid had a Copy of it; 
which Sir Walter Raleigh found, to his ſad Experience, was 
zotten to America before him, and had thereby Enabled the 
paniard to baffle the Attempr. Therefore that of the Poet was 
good Counſel: 5 n b N 


(cloſe in thy Breſt Safe lock up thy intene ; 
0 For he that knows 10 purpoſe, beſt prevents, y 2 
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And cou'd Sir Walter have follow'd it, we had had a better 
Account of the Mines in Guiana; but Gondemar the Spaniſh 
imbaffador, had got ſuch a mighty Aſcendant over King 
anes, that he cou d keep nothing from him. But that the 
ng $ou'd betray his Deſign by giving his Enemies an Ac- 
count of it; and then at his coming home put him to Death 
for not. Succeeeding in it, is ſich a Piece of Treachery and 
 Baſenefs, that no King baggy was ever guilty of, nor no othe 
ge could ever parallel. *Sir Walter upon the Miſcarriage o 
the Deſign coming home again, and putting in at Plimouth, 
13 \ 


* 
% 
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By Tour Majefties Feyaur, I fi 
baſſader 


King JAMES the . „ 


vate 'Lntimation Siren 
of what wou'd be as iſſue of his Voyage; and therefore at- 


tempted an Efcape from ,thence in a Bark of Koclbel; but 


being apprehended by Sir Lewis Stukely- his Kinſman, { fo un- 
— had and Servile was his Spirit) he was brought to L. 
don, and re · committed to the Tower. | 

Gondemgr made loud Complaints againſt bim to the King, 
for what he had done in Cate ; and look d upon Sir Walter- - 
Raleigh as a Man that h t only high Abilities, but Ani- 
. his Maſter Miſchi (being one of t 
Scourg ich that old Virago (as he us d to call Qu 
Elizabeth ) uled to Chaftiſe the Spanzerds with) and ow 
now gotten him into the Trap, laid his Baits about the Ki 
There is a ſtrange Virtye in this Spirit of Sa! The Iten 
makes Men firm, the Ductileneß brings them to be active; 
French Luidores were not then ſo pure nor ſo pierci 
Spaniſh Piſtoles : Auri Sacra Fames ! quid yon mortalia Pe 
cogis. The King that low d his Peace, was incens d by 
that loy'd their Profit: And Sir Walter muſt lay down 
Price of his Life upon the old Reckoning. He was not 

ſenſible of his own Danger, after bis re commitment, 
— that he might obviate the Cries of the 
Ambaſſador, ſet things in a true Light, and clear his own Io 
nocence, he writ the following Letter to the King, which. + , 
have \tranſcrib'd from an Original Manuſcript ; and whic 
wou'd: have ſatisfy'd any one but ſuch a Puſillanimous Ki . 
King Fames; who hated a Man that was Learned, he is 
he look'd upon him as an Encroacher upon what he won? 
be thought to have monqpoliz d himſelf; and a Man of 
Valour, —— thought ſuch a one reproachd his own 
Couardce. 


r Walter Kala Letter to King F AMES, at 
His Return from Guiana. 


= 


AT it pla Tour moſt Excellent Majeſty: If in m 1 
ny outwards bound, I had my Men Murthered at the ” land, 
and yet (pared to take Revenge; if I did diſcharge ſome- Spa- 
nuh Barks taken, without Spotl; if / forbore all foe of he Spa- 
niſn ladies, wherein 1 might have 1405 Twenty-of hyf their To 5 | P 
the. See Coaſts, and did only follow zhe Emerprize 
Guiana, where without am direct ions from me, 4 Spaniſh Y 
was burnt, which was new within Three miles of the os. 
find w Re Reaſon Why the Spaniſh Em- 
complain of me. If is werelawful for the Spaniards 
10. e $i Bnghith Mon, Us mop Lack to Burk, and 
beir Thrgats, whe 7 bay 7 Traded with rhem 4 
whole * 7 came 20 55 2555 without ſom [Fe 
ane Smor d, gig 1 that ait m 20 be for * Ma 
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Teffs being charged firſt by them, to repel force with force, we 
den juſtly ſay, O . — England ! - f 2 * 
| Parker and Metham took Compeach and other Places in the 
Hondura's, Seated in the beart of the Spaniſh Indies, burnt Towng, 
aud killed the Spaniards, and bad nothing ſaid unto them at their 
Return, and my Self forbore to lotk into the Indies, becauſe 1 
would not offend, I nity as jufily ſay, O Miſerable Walter Ra- 
lezgh ! If 7 bave ſpent my poor Eflate, loſt my Son, Suffered 
7 Sickneſs and otherwiſe, 4 World of Miſerizs ; If I bave re. 
ted; with the manifeſt hazar'd of my Life the Robberies and the 
Spoiles with which my Companions would have made me Rich; if 
when I was powerful, I woul1 have made my ſelf Rich; If when 1 
had gotten my Liberty, which all Men, and Nature it ſelf, do much 
prize, I voluntarily loſt it; if when I was ſure of my Life, 1 ren- 
dred it again; if I might elſe-where have Sail'd my Ships and 
Goods and put 5 or 60co l. in my Purſe, and yet brought them in. 
zo England; I do beſeech Your Majeſty to believe, that all this J 
have done, becauſe it ſhould not be ſaid unto Your Majeſty, That 


Tour Majefly had given Liberty and Trufi to a Man whoſe End was 


dur the recovery of his Liberty, and who had betray d Your M- 
Jefy' Truſt, My Mutineers told me that if I returned for Eng- 
and, I ſbould be Undone : But I believed in Tour Majgfty's Good. 


neſe, more than in all their Arguments. Sure I am, that / am tbe 


firſt -that being free and able to enrich my Self, yet bath imbra. 
ced Poverty and Peril; and as ſure I am that my Example ſhall 
maße me the laſt, But Your Majefly's Wiſdm and Goodnefs- 1 
beve made my Fudges, who bave ever been, and ſhall ever be, 


P Your MATESYs 
- Moſt Humble Vaſjal, 


Walter Raleigh. 


, 


Tho? this Letter contains ſolid Reaſoning, and is both very 
Pathetical and AﬀeRing ; vet King James was like the deaf 
Adder, who would not hear the Voice of the Charmer, tho he 
charm'd never ſo wiſely. And therefore in Micbaelmas Term, 
1618. he was brought to the Kings Bench Bar, at Weſtminſter, 
where the Records of his Arraignment at Wincheſter were 
opened, and he demanded why Execution ſhould not be done 
upon him, r the judgment therein pronounced 
againſt him? To which in way of Anſwer, he began to juſtifie 
himſelf in the Proceedings of the late Voyage. But the Lord 
chief Juſtice wiſh'd him to ſpare that Trouble; for there was 
no other matter in queſtion but the former Judgment; which 
the King would have Executed upon him, for ſome Reaſons 
beft known to himſelf, unleſs he could ſhew good Cauſe 
to the Contrary. Sir Walter anſwer'd, That he was told by 
| his-Couaſel, that Judgment was Void, by the C „ 

4 18 
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His Majeſty was pleaſed to give him fince under the Great Seal 
of England, for his laſt Employment, which . him a New © 
Vigour and Life for that Service. The Lord Chief Juſtice reply d, 
That he was deceiv d, and that the Opinion of the Couft was 
to the Contrary. Sir Valter ſaid his Commiſſion was directed, 
Dilecto & Fideli meo Maltero Raleigh, Militi ; and that he could 
not be a Traytor, and the Kings Beloved and Faithful Servant, 
at one and the ſame time. But the Court anſwer'd, That Trea- 
ſon could not be pardon'd by Implication, but by expreſs 
r= Sir Walter ſeeing all his Pleas over-rul'd, and that the 
ing was reſoly'd he ſhou'd dye, only defir'd that ſome reaſon» \ 
able time might be allowed him to prepare for death: But it 
was anſwer'd, that the time appointed was the next Morning; 
and it was not to be doubted but he had prepar'd himſelf for 
Death long ſince, Sir Walter finding, that in this reſpe& alſo 
the matter was determin'd, acquieſc'd in the Pleaſure of the 
Court, and ſo was convey'd to the Gate- bouſg; and the next 
Morning, being brought upon the Scaffold, (refed ſor that 
Purpoſe in the Pallace-Yard) and having a Fit of the Ague 
upon him, he felt upon the Ax, and ſaid ſmiling, This is & 
ſharp Medicine, but it will infallibly cure me of all Diſeaſes ;, and 
ſo it did, being beheaded while the Ague-Fit was upon him. 
He had in the Outward Man a good Preſence, in a handſome 
and well-compaQted Perſon ; a ſtrong Natural Wit, and a bet- 
ter Judgment; for he had a general Learning, which by Dili- 
gence and Experience, ( thoſe two great Tutors.) being now / 
Threeſcore Years of Age, was augmented to a-great Perfe- 
ion, by being an indefatigable Reader, and having a very 
retentive Memory. Aad at the laft Scene of his Life, when 
Death was moſt immediately preſepted to his View, he look'd 
upon it without Affright ment; ſtriving to vindicate his Actions 
by taking off that Veil which falſe Reports had caft upon 
themp'( eſpecially the Imputation of his glorying and rejoy- 
cing in the Death of the late Earl of Efex, which had ftuck 
ſo many Years in his Breaſt ; and this new Miſcarriage of Ke- 
miſb's, of 4 later Date, imputed to him.) For having prepa- 
red himſelf privately for Heaven, clearing his Accounts. with 
G OD, before he came to the Scaffold; he publickly at laſt 
reckon d with Man, being to quit all Scores, and ſo made an 


end. The Night before he Ay d, he ſent the following Letter 


to his Wife, by which the Reader may ſee the Temper of his 
Spirit. $1 l je 


Sir Walter Raltię ls Laſt Letter to bis Wife. no 


AN 
= 


o v ſball receive my Dear Wife, my laſt Wards in itbeſe lift 
lies: My Love, I ſend you, that you may keep when I am 
Dead ; my Counſel, that you may Remember when Jam no Yiore ; 

1 would: nat with my. Wil preſent you Sorrows, (Dear Bels, ) let 
* 0 | Ven 


. — mee 256 Mer 


den go t6 ile Ster with Me, aul be buried in the ft g. 
that it is wie the Mi of G 0 D, that I ſhall ſee 700 ap reve 3 hen 
my Deſtradion patiemly, and with an Heart like your Self, Firſt, 
I. fend you ell the thanks which my Heart can conceive, or any 
words expreſs, for your many Travels and Cares for me; which though 
they have nor taten effett as. you wiſhed; yet my Debt 10 you is nat 
the 2 but pay it I never ſhell in this World. Secondly, J beſeech 

l you bore me tuinp, that you do not bide your ſelf 
. r but by your Travels 2 to belp the miſerable * | 

"ll rhe Right of your poor Chili: Tour mourning cannot audi 
#het an Fur Duſt. Thirdhy, you hall underſtand, thay my Land 
were — (bona fide) 10 my Child; the Writings were 
un at Midſomer was Twelve Mombs, as divers can witneſs ; 
I truſt, ny Blood will quench their Malice who defire my 
Daughter; and nhat they will not feck_ alſo to bill you and yours 
r To what Friend to direct you, I know nat; 
i abr the true time of Trial; maſt forry am 1, 
IS ſurpriſed by Death, 1 can leave you no better Eſtar; 
b prevented all my Determinations, That Great & 0 D, 
— 1 All in All; endif yi can live free from want, care - 
2 fer the reſt is but Vanity, Love G OD, and begin © 
zin him, yon hal fi True, Everlaſting, and Eadleſ, leſs Com- 
Fort: When you have travelled ard wearied your a elf with all forts _ 
"worldly Cogitations, you ſhall fit down by ſorrow in the End. Je 

my Son alſo ts ſerve ant fear G O whilit be is young, vhat the fear 
of GOD may grow up in him. Then will GOD bean. Huzband 
10y0u, and « Father 10 bim, and 4 Husband and Father that can 
ne ver be talen ſrom ou. Bale owerh me 1000 l. and Arian 600 l. 
Ir Jernſey «lſo 7 have much owing me. Dear Wife, I beſereh yen 
Furs Souls ſake, Pay all Pow Men when Tam Dead, no doubt you 
all be much 2 unto, for the * thinks I was very Rich. 
of fair pretences.of Men, for no greater Miſery can 
tefall you in this Life, than to become a prey unt tbe World, and 
"after to be deſpiſed. I ſpeak (GO Dr) not to diſſwade ou 
der irge, for it will be beſt for you both in reſpett of G O P and 
the Word. As for me, I am 10 more Tours, 27 you Mine; 
Death beth ent us in funder, ard GO D hub diuided me from the 


oll, and you from me. Remember or Child, for his Fathers 
6 . Life; But 


1 


ho lovell you in his happieſt E ſfate. I ſued for 
1 5) it was for you - „ that I 22 For 
| now it, —— the I 4 Tur —— 
mi 


x me away. ergy 
table, GOD Dae i „ de True = 
«nd. Life ,"be#p you ani” yours, ond exe ery — 4, W 


F 
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and falſe Acuſers, end ſend ur to meet in His Glo- 


wh cen s 


rious Kingtont,, My Her Wife farewel. Bleſs my Boy, proy for * 


and le my True G'O D bold gu both in bis 


Malter Raleigh. 
That Sir Walter Raleigh was beheaded upon the Judgment 
paß d upon him at * has been ſufficiently. declar d 
alfeady: But if the Reader will know the True and Secret 
Cauſe of his Death, the following Faſſage will plainly inform 
bim; which 1 have tranſcribed out of a Letter written by a 
great Minifter of State to Mr. Cortingion, his Majeſty's Agent 


* ; "A 


then im Spain. It ſeems there had been ſome Suſpicions, chat 
the Spantards were not fincere in the Buſineſs of the Match; 


this Letter therefore is to ĩnſtrutt Cottingion how to carry him 
ſelf, ſo as to preſs the Buſineſs forward. It begins thus: 
; | e le r 


4 Good Mr. Conington, 7 doubr ms but Jes theſe nds 
* Piet . erp 

your Hunds, you will have heard of the Receipt of all your former 
Leiters: Theſe are in Anſwer of your e the Eighth of 
Od ober, wherein you udvertiſe ef the Arrival of ide Conde 


4 Gundomar at Lerma, and of bis Entertainment by thit Duke : 


* 


It ſeemetb uxto us bere in England, that he bath gone but very | 
„ flowly in his Journey; and divers ( ſeeing hy long time be bath 
pen in the way) do make Conjecture that ii proceedeth from rhe 
mall Aſfedt ion that he judge tb to be there, towards the effeting 
of the main Buſineſs ; ſaying, If the Ambaſſador were . 
© that his Maſter did ſo really defire the ſpeedy effecting 
« thereof, as is pretended, he would have made more Haſte 
« Homeward ; and that it hath not been ſincerely intended, 
« but meerly uſed by that State, as an Amuzement to enter- 
& tain and buſie his Majeſty withal, and for the gaining of 
Time for their own Ends: And this is muttered here by very 
4 many, But I hope we ſhall e're long receive ſuchan Aerbum from 
4 yhence, of their Proceedings, as will give ſufficient Satisfaction. 
% For my own part, I muſt confeſs, 1 am not yet well perſwullel of 
«their Intentions : For, if here be either Honour, Religion,” or 
i Moral Honeſty in them, the Proteſttions end 1 en which 1 © 
de have ſo often teard them make, and you hihewiſe, taily advertiſe 
c hitber, are ſufficient to ferſwade 4 Man that will not i 
«© 1tbem worſe than Infidels, to expect fincere Dealing in the Baſin vo 
©" And wo 1 ſbull perceive thm they go about” to do ohr 


d. wigs, I muſt confeſs my ſelf to have been deceiv'd, as 1 ſhall. 


ever be on the lite Terms, where 1 deal with the utmoſtCare; 
* but with, J ſhalt judge them the moſt unworthy and” perſididus 


4 People of ibe Wold ; aud the 'more, for that His Majeſty buth 


giver them ſo many Teſtimonies of bes fincere Imentions tamandr 
them, which he daily — . as now of late, b the cau- 
lng Sir Walter Reteigh to be put to Death, chitfly for che 


„, giving 
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giving them Satisfaction; whereof His Majeſty commended m 
to advertiſe you ; and concerning whom, you ſhall hy the next re- 
e ceive 4 Declaration, ſhewing the Motives which induced His 
„ Majeſty to recall his Mercy, through which he had lived this many 
©* Tears à condemn'd Min, In the mean time, I think it fit, that 
to the Duke of Lerma, the Confeſſor, and the Secretary of State, 
* you do repreſent His Majeſty's real manner of Proceedings with 
* that King and State; and bow for the advancing of the great 
© Buſineſs, be hath Endeavour d to ſatisfie them. In «ll things; 
* letting them ſte how in many Actions of late, of that nature, bis 
„ Majeſty bath ſtrained upon the AfﬀeRions of his People; and Z. 
* ſpecially in this laſt, concerning Sir Walter Raleigh, who died 
< with a great deal of Courage and Conftancy ; and as his Death, 
moved the common ſort of People to much remorſe, who all attribu- 
< ted bis Death to the deſire His Majeſty had to . Spain. Fur- 
tber, you may let em know how able 4 Man Sir Walter Raleigh 
*© was, if he ſhould have beenpleaſed to imploy him; yet to give 
* them content, he hath not ſpared him; when by preſerving 
him he might bave given great Satisfaction to His Subjects, and 
had at Command upon all occaſions as uſeful 4 Man 4s ſerved any 
Prince in Chriſtendom, | 

This Letter to Cottingzon ſets Raleigh's Death in a true 
Light; and ſhews at the ſame time that they were not igno- 
rant of his Worth and Abilities; which the Court of Spain 
muſt alſo have been equally ſenſible of; or otherwiſe they 


would never have thought his Death ſuch a piece of Service 


to em; as to have been ure'd by Cottington a Motive for the 
Advancing of the great Bufineſs. Which great Buſineſs was the 
making a Match between the Infama of Spain, and Prince 
Charles; which yet never came to any thing, as ſhall be ſhewn 
hereaſter. | 

Having done with Sir Walter Raleigh, I ſhall now look back, 
and take a View of ſome of King James his Favourites; 
and of theſe, Mr. Robert Carr was one of the moſt Eminent, 
both for his Riſe and Fall, the firſt as Undeſerved, as the laſt 
was Juſt. » a 

This Mr. Carr was a Man of mean Parentage, inhabiting in 
a Village near Edinburgh in Scotland, and there through the 
Favour of Friends, was perferred to be one of his Majeſty's 
Pages; for he kept Twelve ſo long as he was in Scotland, 


according to the Cuſtom of the French: Afterwards, at his 


coming into England, the Council thought it much more ho- 
rourable, to have ſo many Foot-men to run with his Ma- 
jeſty, as Queen Elizabeth had before him. Whereupon theſe 
Youths had Cloaths put to their Backs, according to their 
Places, and Fifty Pound. a piece put in their Purſes, and fo 
were diſmiſſed the Court. This Youth amongſt the reft; 


having thus loſt his Fortunes, to repair them again, makes hafte 


into Franze, and there continued till he had ſpent all his 
Money. 80 that now being bare, in a ſtrange 9 
9 7 withs 


| Ng JAMES the Firſts 4 
without Friends, or hopes to obtain his Expectations, returns 
back for England, bringing nothing with him but a few French 
Faſhions, and the Language. In this Condition, by the help 
of ſome of his Countrey«men and old Acquaintance, he was 
preferr'd to be a Page to my Lord Hayes, a Scotch. man, 
and a Favourite of the Kings. Not long after, his Lord ( a- 
mongſt many other) was appointed to perform a Tilting, 
who bearing an Affection fot Carr, as being not only his. 
Country-Man, but one of a bold Diſpoſition, and a very 
ſmoot h- fac d handſom young Man, having a Courtly preſence, 
he prefers him to carry his Device to the King, actording to 
the Cuſtoms uſed in thoſe Paſtimes: But as he was going to 
alight from his Horſe, to perform his Office, his Horſe ftarts - 
Back, throws him down,and breaks his Leg. This Accident being 
no le(s ſtrange than ſudden, cauſed the King to demand who 
it was? And being told his Name was Cur, and remem- 
bring that he had ſuch a Page, he caus'd him to be bad into the 
the Court, and taken particular Care of; and the Triumph 
was no ſooner ended, but the King went inſtantly to Viſit 
bim; and by his daily viſiting him, mourning over him; 
and taking all the Care imaginable for his ſpeedy Recovery, 
the Day- break of his Glory began to appear, and every Cour- 
tier now concluded him actually a Favourite. Which was no 
ſooner *diſcern'd, but the great Men flock d to ſee him, and to 
offer to his Shrine in ſuch abundance. that the King was forc d to 
lay a Reſtraint, leſt it might retard his Recovery, by ſpending 
his Spirits; ro facilitate the Cure, care was taken for a Choice 
Diet for himſelf and Chyrurgions; with his Attendants ; and ke 
was no ſooner recovered but a Proclaimed Favourite: And 
no Suit, no Grant, no Petition, no Letter, but Mr. Cr muſt 
have a hand in it: So that great Rewards are beftow'd upon 
him by Suitors, and large Sums of Money by his Majeſty; by © 
which means his Wealth increas'd with his Favour, and with 
both, Honour: For he was not only Knighted, but made Gen- 
tleman of the Bedchamber; + - e 
About this time Cecil fell into a dangerous Sickneſs, and 
through the txtremity of the Malady dies; not without ſu- 
ſpicion of Poyſon; others ſay of a ſecret Diſeaſe; ſom: ga- 
turally; and others, not without the Privity of our New FA. 
vourite Sir Robert Carr; for which they aſſign this Neaſon: 
The King having given Sir Robert Carr 20000 J. to be paid hy - 
the Lord Treaſurer, Sir Robert was denied it; upon 'whick - 
denial there grew ſome difference between em: The King be⸗ 
ing made privy to it after this manner: Saliibury having told 
our 5000.4, laid it in a paſſage in the Gallecy in ſeyeral heaps: 
amd then invites the King to Breakfaſt, bringing him through 
the Gallery; The King demands whoſe that Money was? Au- 
ſwer was made by the Lord Treaſurer, That it was the fourth 


* 


— 


part of that which his Majeſty hid given Sir Aubert Carr: The 
King a Imiring at ſo great a Sum 2 fourth part was, 25 . 
88 | — ply'd, 


* 
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' Gift. Sir Robert being thus croſs'd in his Expettations, cou'd 
never afterwards abide the Treaſurer; from whence the afore- 
Aid ſuſpicion aroſe. -- - © ; 

_ _ Upon Cecil's Death, one Mr. Overbury ( ſometimes a Student 
ok the Law inthe middle Temple) was newly arriv'd out 
of France, and was Entertain'd into the favour of Sir Robert 
Carr, Whether this proceeded from any Love towards him, or 

to the intent to make uſe of him, is uncertain ; but certain 

it is he put him in truft with his moſt ſecret Employment, in 


- which he behav'd himſelf honeſtly and diſcreetly ; and by bis 
prudent managment purchas d the good Affection and Favour 


of Sir Robert to a very great degree; and not only of Sir 
EXeobert, bat of others alſo. This Favour procures, Profit, and 
Profit Honcur; and Honour gave large Employments, and in 

him better Execution. So that Ove bum was Knighted : Who 

Mill went on to perform Carr's Expettations, and accompliſh d 

more than leſs according to his Wiſhes. And taking notice 

of his diligence, he gives him an Extraordinary Countenance, 

__ - wniting him into Friendſhip with himſelf, te ſhew to all the 

World the Bond was indiſſoluble: Neither con'd there be 


more Friendſhip uſed, ſince there was nothing ſo ſecret, nor 


any matter fo private, Hut Carr imparted it to Overburp, 


Ca And now Suffolk and Northampton made their Courts to this 


New Favourite; and finding Overbury was his chief Friend, 

his Pythia, and one without . whoſe Councel and Advice he 

| word do nothing, they both ſtrove who ſhould Engroſs him, 

and make him their Monopoly; each EROS, rofering, 

and accumntating Favours upon Overbury's Kin 25 the Fa- 

8 ther made a Judge in Wales, and himſelf offer'd an Office; 
* But Overbury, who was naturally of an inſolent Spirit, which 
was elevated by being ſo intimate with a Favourite, and 


neglected their Friendſhip, yet made uſe of both. And as 

. . Earr's Honours encreas'd, ſo did Overbury's Pride. But Nor. 

thampton finding himſelt neglected by ſo mean a Fellow, caſt 

about another way; and following Bulzam's Counſel, by ſend- 

ing a Midranitiſþ Woman to him, which was a Daughter of 

the Earl of Syff:1k's, married to the Earl of Eſſex, the Train 

took, and their: firft Private Meetings were at one Coppinger's 

"Houſe, bimſelf being Bawd to their Luft. This Privacy in 

f their ſtol'n Pleaſures, made Coppinger a Friend to Northampton 

and Suffolk, tho“ but a Servant to Vicht Recbeſter ; for ſo 

| now was Carr dignify'd : And now had they link'd him ſo 

cloſe, as there was no breaking from them. Overbury was the 

- Fobn Baptiſt that reproved Rocheſter for the Sin of uſing the 

- Ecuntels, and abuſing the young Earl of Eſſex ; for which he 

- + Would call ker Strumpet, her Mother and Brother Bawds, __ 
8 ART, u 
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ply d, y my Saul, but if it be ſo much, 4 fourth part ſhall 5 
feroe his turn, and pray let him bave no more; for this is a great 


wholly having ingroſſed that Commodity which could not be 
>xetailed but by him and his Fayour ; with a kind of Scorn 
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uſed them with ſo much Scorn, as made Rocheſter very uneaſie, 
and to withdraw his Affection from Querbury, And yet to ſa- 
tisfie Overbury, and blot out the Name of Sin, his Love led 
him into a more N way; by taking a Reſolution” to 
marry her. But Sir Thomas oppos'd this more loudly. than the 
other, as the ready way to ruine him; and fhew'd himſelf ſo 
warm in the Matter, as betray'd more Zeal than Diſcretion. 
For had he been more moderate in bis Reproofs, and nat 
have ſo openly reproach'd em, he might have perhaps pre- 
ſery'd both his own Life, and their Honours and Fortunes. 
Whereas, by reaſon of his inſolent Behaviour towards them, 
the * put them upon taking Counſel to put him to 

ach. a f g 7 * 

To effect this, they firſt plot to have him ſent a Liedger 
Ambaſſador into France; which by obeying, they ſhould be 
rid of ſo great an Eye - ſore: by diſobey ing, he incutr d the 
Diſpleaſure of his Prince; a Contempt he cou'd not expect leſs 
than Impriſonment for, and by that means de ſequeſter'd from 
his Friends: And thus far undoubtedly the Earl of Somerſer 
(for ſo he was now created) was conſenting : ThisStratagem 

took; for Overbury was nominated by the Council as a fit Man 
to be ſent Ambaſſador into the Low-Ccuntrzes, to the Arch- 
Duke. Overbuty being acquainted herewith, and knowing the 
Earl of Northampton to be his Enemy, and growing jealous o 
loſing the Favour. of his Maſter Semerſer, by whom he expeQe 

a readier way to Preferment, be ſtands in doubt whether he 
ſhould accept of this Employment, or no; at laft conſults 
Somerſet about it, who finding him at an uncertainty , it utterly 
diſſwades him from undertaking it: For ( faid he) gur Prefers - 
ment, and your Expeftations lie not among Foreign Nations; you 
are nom in Credit at Home, and have already made Trial of the 
Dangers of Travel: Why then fhould you hazard all urn Uncertain. 


vy- 


tres, being in Peſſeſſun (as a Man might ſay) of all that you may 


9 


expe hy theſe Means already ? Theſe Words, together with 
the Truft he put in the Earl, confirm'd him in his Opinion of 
refuſing the Ker Employ ment: But yet told the Earl, it was 
no ſmall thing to oppoſe the Determination of the Council, 

and to contradict the King's Employment; for in either of 
theſe, he muſt expect the Diſpleaſure of both. But Sonner ſes 
with great Proteſtations lets him know, That he had ſo much 
Experience of his Worth, and had found him ſo faithful and 


diligent in his Employment, that he could as well miſs his 


7 right hand, as miſs him; and that in caſe any ſuch danger 

ould happen to him; yet nevertheleſs, if either his Word, 
Letter, Credit, on Favour, cou'd either mittigate releaſe, 
or felieve him, it Moulg not be wanting. Sir Thomas being 
led on with theſe hopes, abſolutely reſoly'd not to go on the 
 Ambaſſage to which he was appolgrel - and Scmeyſet, to 
Cooker hitn in his Reſolution, ſhews him much more favour 
dan he had done of late, 7 n 


- * 
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The time being come that Sir Thomas fhould give in his 
Anſwer what he ſhould do with reſpect to the Ambaſlage : 
He anſwer'd that he acknowledg'd himſelf much bound to his 
Majefty for many Favours that he had beſtowed upon him; 
as to prefer him to ſo great az Honour; yet knowing him- 
ſelf to be unworthy of ſuch a Place, unexperienc'd how to Exe- 
cute it, and beſides tied to many Domeſtick Buſineſes, he de- 
fired to be Excuſed. This ſeeming ſtrange and harſh, that Sir 
Thomas ſhould withſtand his own Advancement, and by this 
means to incur the Diſpleaſure of the King, and loſe his Ex. 


peRations; made his Friends wonder, and ſtand as men a- 


maz'd# The iſſue of which was, That he was Committed 
to the Tower for his Contempt, but not to-be kept Cloſe 
Priſoner j but my Lord Northampon and Somerſet being botk 


of the Privy Council, and in great Favour and Court, ſent to 


the. Lieutenant that he ſhould keep him Cloſe Prifoner. And 
ſocn after received Verbal Order from them by Sir Thowar 
Monſon, that he ſhould not fuffer any Letters, Tokens, or 
other things to be delivered to him. 


Thus far their Deſign went on Well; Sir Thomas Oterbuyy 


is in the Tower, a Cloſe Priſoner; Sir Fervis Telvis the 
Lieutenant of the Tower, is Northampton's and Somerſet's 
Creature; and one whom they can Command in any thing 
but there muſt be a truſty Perſon to wait upon Overbury in 
the Tower; and it being deſigned by the Counteſs, Mrs. 
Turner, and Somerſet, to have him Poy ſoned, a proper Perſon 
to mix the Poyſon, that ſo it may not be diſcovered, muſt be 
found out; and Mrs. Turner, the Counteſſes great Agent in 
this matter, names one Heſton, who had been ſomtimes Ser- 
vant to Dr. Turner, and thereby learned ſome Experience; 
Weſton was therefore ſent for, and for two hundred pounds un- 
Acrtakes it. The vext thing is to get Weſton into Overburys 
Service to wait on him in the Tower. To effect this, Mrs, 


Turner, by the inftization of the C ounteſs, becomes a great 


Suiter to Sir Thomas Monſon, to have his Letter to preter 
Weſton to Sir Thomas Overbury's Service; he hearing of the 
Name of the CounteGs, and underſtanding of the great Af- 
fection between her and Somerſer, condeſcended, and ſent him 
wit h his Letter to Sir #ervis in the Tower; who ſhewed it to 
Sir Tomas Over bum; who being willing to do any thing that 
might Endear him in Somerſer's Favour, with the more rea- 
dineſs Entertains him; and at the ſame time harbours-in his 
Poſom his own Deſtruction. | N a 

There wants now but one thing more, and that is, a fit and 
Skilful Man to mix the Poyſon; fat tho* N eſten is the Man 
to adminiſter it, yet he had not Skill*enough to mix it: For 
this purpoſe therefore they Employ one Franklin, a Terl ſbire 
Man, thought to be a Witch, but very dextrous at the mix- 
ing of Poyſons, the ſtrength whereof he cou'd either mitci- 
gate or increaſe, ſo that ſometimes the Poyſon ſhou'd be a 


lonth before it wou'd work: This way a fitting Tool for 2 


duk Deſign. 


I 


\ 
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All things being thus got ready, it was now time to pro- 
ceed : And the Counteſs, to make a Beginning, gets a Glaſs 
of Blew Water, and ſends it by Weſton s Son to his Father 
in the Tower, and order'd him to give it according to his 
Directions: Weſton believing that the Lieutenant, Sir Ferozs 
Telvis, was made acquainted with the whole matter, ask d him, 
If he ſhou'd do it now ? Telvis asked him, What? Veſtu at 
that, being at a ftand, Sir Fervis perceiv'd it, and preſently 


ſaid, No, not yet: For he did believe by Weſton's Words, 


there was ſomething to be done, more than he yet knew; he 
therefore inftantly haſted away, into his Study, and there 
ſent for Weſton to come to him, Examining him about the 
meaning of that Que ſtion which he ask'd him; and by fair 
means and threatning together, got out the Truth: Sir 
Fervis then laid before Weſton the horridneſs of the Fact, the 
Torments of Hell, and the ſmall Aſſurance he had of En- 
joying any either un or Favour, after the Fact was done; 
ut chat it muſt foilow ſo many Perſonages of Honour would 
never Cabinet ſuch a Secret in his Breſt, that might ruine 
them. And at laſt made him ſo ſenſible of his Danger in this 
Life, but more of his Torments in the other, that Weſton fal- 
ling on his Knees, ſaid, o Lord, how good and gracious art thou, 
and thy mercy is above all thy works! For nois Day is Sal- 
v1tion come to my Soul ; and would not for all the World have 
bad ſuch a Sin' upon me: Giving the Lieutenant humble thanks, 
that had been the Inſtrument of (aving his Soul, by putting 
him off from ſo foul Intentions. The Lieutenant having 
thus, (as he ſuppoſed) renewed Grace in him, and made 
him, as he thought, a New Man, ſaid, Thou and I haye a2 
dangerous part to act; yet be honeft and true to me, and 
I doubt: not but that we ſhall perform it well, both before 
GOD and the World; which Weſton faithfully promiſed 


him, and for along time as faithfully performed with him; 


the Lieutenant willed him to bring all ſuch things as were 
ſent him to give Overbury, unto him 4 which he accordingly 
did; and the Lieutenant always gave them to Cats and Dogs 
which he eyer had by him, ready in his Study, for that pur- 
poſe: Some died preſently, ſome lay lingering, a longer 
time; all which, with the Jellies and Tarts ſent to Overbury,, 
he caſt into his Privv, they diſtaining the very Diſhes. 

This continved long, the Earl ever now and then ſending to 
viſit Overbury, afluring him he did not forget his Releaſe, which 
ſhould not be long deferred; and perþaps he really meant what 
he ſaid, tho in another ſenfe than what he wou'd have beliey'd, 
But all the Poyſons that hid been ſent, nor yet working the 
deſired Effect; the Counteſs began to ſuſpect that Yon did 


not deal honeftly with her, tho' he did with Overbury; and 


therefore ſends for him, calling him Treacherous Villain; for 


bad he given thoſe things that were ſent, he kad not been 


* 
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now alive; and vowed the wou'd be revenged on him: Up- 
ond the very fear . whereof, he afterwards gave thoſe 
very Poyſons ſent, without acquainting the Lieutenant: Yet 
for all this Schooling of Weſton and his Aſſurance given of 
is future Fidelity, the Counteſs would not truſt him ſingle 
any more; but put that other Villian Franklin, before-men- 
tioned, to go along with him. Theſe two Villians did now 
O ply Sir. Thomas with Poyſon, that his Salt, Sauce, Meat, 
Drink, and whatſoever he eat, was mingled with Poyſon; 
by means whereof he began to grow extream wk pe Chaying 


deen heretofore accuſtomed to very good health) inſomuc 
that he cou'd ſcarce ſtand or go; what with the pain of 
17 Body, and the heat: Yet nevertheleſs being a firong 
- Man, he ſtood it out along time; till at length he began 
to grow jealous of his Man Melton, for his Malady increaſed 
_ or diminiſhed as he pleas d; and therefore delir'd ſome Phy- 
tick :; And at laft, not without much Importunity, and a 
ee beſides, one Pau! de Ia Bell an Apothecary, by the 
Advice of Dr, Mervin, brought a Bath to cool his Body; 
with Advice to be ſpare of his Diet; for that he ſuſpected 
oo that his Meat was not wholeſome ; And this did him much 
good, and preſerved his Life longer than, was expected; in- 
Jomuch that they doubted ſome Fallacy or Fraud ſtill; and 
therefore new Letters were ſent the Lieutenant to have a 
"ſpecial care that none bur ſuch as they appointed, might be 
 Iffercd to ſee or ſpeak with him. OD | 
. +. Thele Suſpicions of Somerſet and the Countef! cauſed theſe 
: two Villains, Franklin and YVeſton, to come into Overburie: | 
Chamber, where they found him in very great Torment, 
there being a ſtrong Contention between the ftrength of 
Nature and the working of the Poyſon ; and it being very 
nike Nature had gvttery the better in that Contention, 
by the thruſting out of Boils, Botches, and Blains; and they 
1 fearing it might come to Light, upon the Judgment of 
8 Phyſicians, that foul Play had been offered him: they con- 5 
$S _ "ſented. together to Stifle him with the Bedcloaths, which 
accordingly was performed; and ſo they Ended his miſer- 
able Life; the Conſpirators being aſſured by them, that he died 
by Poiſon ; none thinking otherwiſe but theſe two Murtherers. 
_.. Vis ervel and Bloody Fnemies that had thus taken away 
bis Lie, were not therewith contented, without Murthering 
his Reputetion too; and therefore it, was given out that Sit 
Thomas lived a | louſe kind of Life in the Tower, and not 
according fo that Strictneſs that became a Priſoner, but be- 
ing ſuffered to have too much Liberty, he ran into Exceſs 
f Laſciviouſneſs, ſo that thereby he got the Pox, and there- 
of Died. This report went for Current amongſt ſome, 
. Eſpecially of the more ignorant ſort; but thoſe that narrou- 
1y ſcarch'd into the matter, found it far otherwiſe. For De- 
be Bel, the Apottecary before ſpoken of, having — to 
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bim, a little before his Death, reported his Complexioa + 


was changed, his Body conſumed away, and full of Yellow 
Bliſters ugly to look upon. And it appeared by a Letter 
that the Earl of Northampton writ unto Somerſet to pick Thanks, 
that there was found upon his Arm a Bliſter, and upon his 
Belly twelve Kernels raiſed, not like to break, each as broad. 
as Threepence, or as big asa ſmall Button, and one Iſſue upon 
his Back, whereupon was a Plaifter, and from his Shoulders 
downwards of a dark tawney Colour, ugly to behold ;* and 
he ſtunk ſo intollerably as was not to be born/withal; glad 


to be thrown in a looſe Sheet into the Coffin, and buried withj- 
out the knowledge or Privity of his Friends, upon the To. 


wer-Hill. p 1 e 
Thus we ſee that good Men, as well as Bad, come often- 


times to miſerable Ends; and thoſe that are Vertuous do 


ſooneſt ſuffer Diſgrace and Contempt. Sir Thomas Overbury 
before he came to Court, was brought up in Gentleman-like 
Qualities; in his Youth at Cambridge, after in the Middle- 


Temple, and there inſtructed in thoſe Qualities that became 


a Gentleman; by the Intreaty of the Lord Treaſurer Cecil, 
preferred to Court, where he found Favour Extraordinarily, 
yet hinder'd in his Expeftation by ſome of his Enemies; 
and to ſhift off Diſcontents was forced to Travel; and there - 
in ſpent not his Time as moſt do, to loſs; furniſlyd himſelf 


with things fitting a Stateſman, by Experience in Foreign 


Governments, knowledge ot the Languages, paſſages of Em- 
ployments, External Courtſhip, and good Behaviour; things 


not common to every Man. Notwithſtanding ſuch was the 
Iniquity of the Times, that he was brought jato Ignominy | 


and Contempt, aad all thoſe good Qualities obſcured by the Diſ- 
graceful Reproaches of a Diſſolute Woman 5 

And now all, as they beliered, was quiet, and in the 
depth of Security, and the Earl and Counteſs began to carry 
their Loves more openly and impudentiy; for now Sir Thomas 


_ Overbarycou'd give em no more diſturbance 3 tho' the World: 


began to talk very loudly and broadly of this adulterous Meet- 
ing; ſo that it muſt from that ground proceed to an adul- 
terous Marriage; as well to the wronging à young ente 
man, as to the Diſhonour and ſhame of themſelves: But 10 

muft needs go, wbom the Devil drives, Yet they knew not how 
handſomly to Effect this, but by making the King a Party 


in this Bawdy Buſineſs, which was no hard matter to Effect 
for the Kings Eye began to wander after a New Favourite; 
far Somerſer was ſo much taken up with the Counteſs, that 
the King began to have enough of him; and therefore 
for the Bringing this Couple to à Marriage, the Biſhops 


muſt be Principal Actors, (for in what bad Action wou'd 
they de meerly Lookers on?) And the Biſhop of #/incbeſter, 


32 Excesegt Civilian, and a very great Schollar, muſt be 


ey 
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the Principal; for which his Son got a Knighth 
Title of Sir Nullity Bilſon, to Boot.” A 
For it ſeems: by a Nullity of the firſt Marriage, the Second 
was to take place. Many Meetings there were, of the Bi. 
ſhops and the prime Civillians, in which there wanted no 
Brides from the Lord and Lady, and their Friends, to have 
this Nullity brought to paſs; wherein the Diſcourſe would 
have better befitted the Mouths of Bawds and Ruffians, 
than of grave Divines; and among them Biſhop Neal, the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter, a Creature and Favourite to the Houſe 
of Suffolk, took up a Learned Diſcourſe in the Science of 
Bawdry, ſhewing how many degrees in that Science muſt 
Produce a Nyllity ; wherein were ſo many teaftly Exprel- 
ons, as for Modeſty-ſake, I will not receite, being offenſive 
to my very Thoughts and Memory: Ariſtorles Problems 
= + _» was a very modeft Diſcourſe, to his; and he appeared to 
de detter ſtudied in that, than in Divinity: Aud to wind 
> up his Learned Diſcourſe, concluded all thoſe met in this 
| Lord and Lady: | N | 

The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Abbot, to his everlaſting - 

Fame, ftrenuouſly oppoſed all the Procee dings, and pro- 

teſted againſt them; for which he ever after lived in diſ- 

grace, Excluded from the Council-Table; and died in the 

Diigrace of his King on Earth, tho' in Favour with the 

King of Heaven. | | N 8 

But before this Bawdy-Bufineſs was Compleated, and to Ju- 

ſtiße Biſhop Nea!'s Di courſe, that all things in the former 
Marriage conduc'd to a Nullity, a Search muſt be made, 

. whether there had been a Penetration; and a Jury of grave 
Matrons were found fit for that purpoſe, who with their 

SpeQtacles ground to leſſen, and not to make the Letter lar- 

gerz after their Inſpection they gave a Verdict that ſhe was inta#i 

Virgo; Which was thought very ftrange ; for the World took 

notice that her way was very near beaten fo plain, as if 
Regia Via; and in truth was a Common way, re Somerſet 

did ever Travel it: Beſides, the World took notice that 

they two had long liv'd in Adultery, Yet had old ya 

i * a Trick for, that alſo: For the Counteſs, for Modefty-ſake 
makes humlfle Suit to the Reverend Bawdy Biſhops, ( who 
were alſo Plotters in this Stratagem ) that ſhe might not 
appear bare-fac'd, for bluſhing; but deſired to be vailed, with 

a Taffaty over her Face; this was thought ſo reaſonable for 

a pretty Modeft Lady, that the Reverend Fathers, and thoſe 

pur · blind- Ladies, which had forgoten Modeſty themſelves, 

could not think it worthy the denial : This point being gain'd, 
dne Mrs. Fines, a near Kinſwoman to old Kenle, was dreſsd 
| up in the Counteſſes Cloaths, and who. was at that time, 
(tho' 'reſembling the Counteſs in Stature) too young to 

be otber than Virgo intadta; tho' within two years alter, 

had the old Ladies made their Inſpe ion, the Orifice would 
pO: 8 — ä not 
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not have appear d ſo fmall, to have deliver'd ſuch a Verdict 
as they did; and a juſt one upon their View, tho to ſome 
ot their knowledge, it was not that Lady they were to give 
their Verdict upon. If any queſtion the truth of this Cun. 
ning Conveyance, I had it verbatim from the Knight, ( a 


Gentleman - otherwiſe of much honour) which uſher' d the 


Lady into the place of Inſpection; and has told it often to 
his Friends in mirth. 8 | = 

And the Nullity being pronounced, her Marria e with 
Somerſes was ſoon after ſolemniz'd; ſo that now they are 
authoriz d by Law to commit Adultry: But the whole Fa- 


mily of CSuffolt, as much as they were for this Marriage, 


paid dear afterwards, and had fowr Sauce for that ſweet Meat 

of their great Son- in law... And even Somerſet. himſelf was 
the moſt unfortunate Man living in that Marriage; for it 
was the Devil of 4 Wife that. brought all his Aﬀter-Unhap- 
pineſs upon him: She it was that put bim upon  Overbury's 
Murder; of which Overbury hinſelf (for they were married 
while he was living) was ſo certain, that he told the Meſ- 
ſenger that brought him the News of Somerſet's being mar- 
ried to the Counteſs, He had as good have told him that to 
morrow he muſt die; for he was ſure now not to live long: 
And from th# time look'd upon himſelf as a loſt Man; and 
the Event ſhew'd he was in the right; at the ſame time 
lamenting the unhappineſs of the Earl of \Somerſer, as well 
as Of himſelf, And it is obſervable that in all the time of 
this mans Favour before this Marriage, he did nothing ob- 
noxious to the State; or any baſe thing for his private gain. 
But whether this was from his on natural Diſpoſition, 
that curb'd him; or from the Awe he ſtood in of Prince Henry, 


Who was then living, it is hard to determine: Becauſe after 


2 Marriage, and the Prince's death, he did many ill 
things. 1 | | 
Tt was now two years fince Overbury's Death, and in this 

time, there began to appear the glimmering of à new Fa- 
vourite; one Mr. George Villers, a younger Son by a ſecond 
Venter of an Ancient Knight in Leiceſterſbire 3. his Father of 
an Ancient Family, his Mother but of a mean, being but a 
Waiting Gentlewuman whom tle old Man fell in Love 
with, and married, by whom he had three Sons, all raiſed 


to Nobility, by reaſon of their Brother Favourite, This 


Gentleman was come allo but newly from Travel, and did 
believe it a great Fortune to marry a Daughter of Sir Ro- 
ger Aſton's; and indeed it was the height ot his Ambition, 
and for that only End was a hanger on upon the Court; 
the Gentlewoman loved him ſo well, as could all his Friends 
have made her, for her great Fortune, but an hundred Marks 
for her Joynture, ſhe had married him preſently; in deſpice 
of all her Friends; and no queſtion would have had bin 
p any." foqgenre: . * | 
| | & 


— 
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of this Match, the King caſt a glancing Eye towards him 
which was ſoon Sen by fuch as 900 [ 
mour and then the Match was laid aſide ; ſome aſſuring 


bim a ter Fortune was coming to him: Then one 
gare him his place of Cup-bearer; that he might be in the 


ings Eye; another ſent to his Mercer and Taylor, to put 
good Cloaths on him; a third to his Sempſtreſs, for Curi- 
ous Linnen; and all as Incomes to obtain Offices upon his 
Future Riſe : Others take upon them to be his Bravo's, to 
undertake. his Quarrels, upon Aﬀronts pub upon him by 
Somerſer s Faſtion: So that all hands help'd to the piecing 
up this New Fayourite. 
But the bringing in of this New Favourite, made Somer- 
ſet fret; and yet carried himſelf more proudly; as ſcorning 
that any ſhou'd pretend to more Intereft in the. King than 
himſelf. But finding Villers Countenanc'd by the King, he 
had ſome fore-boding thoughts of his own Ruine. And the 


Pulſe of his Conſcience. being always beating at Sir Thomas 

Overbxry's Door, Somerſet thought he had beſt to do ſome- 

"thing to prelerve himſelf in time. And therefore finding 
el 


himſelf ſhaking, ( tho' there was nothing yet laid to his 
Gharge hut the Embezzeling ſome of the Crown: Jewels) 


he throws himſelf at the Kings Feet, acknowledging the 


great Truſt His Majeſty had repoſed in him, and the 


weight of Buſineſs lying on him, might cauſe him to fall 
into ſome Miſcarriages, thro' Youth and Ignorance; he 


therefore humbly beſought His Majeſty to grant him a ge- 
neral Pardon for what was paſt; that he might not be Ex. 
poſed to the Malice of thoſe that wou'd wreſt all his Actions 
to the worft meaning. LO "6 WE 

The King, that was not willing wholly to diſcard Somerſes, 
and fo Expoſe himſelf to the Cenſure of being thought 


 Changeable, gave order for the drawing up a general Par- 


don, wherein the King was made to declare, That of bis own Mo- 


rion and ſpecial Favour, he did Pardon all, and all manner of Treaſons, 


Miſpriſons of Treaſons, Murders, Felonies and Outrages whatſoever, 


which by the Earl of, Somerſet bad been Committed, or hereafter 


Jhould be Committed. And this the King ſigned, and ſent to the 
Great Seal. But the Queen having notice f it, uſed her Power 
with the Lord Chancellor, and gave a ſtop to theSeal till the Kings 


- *© ing to Town, ( who Was then in his Progress in the Weſt: 


And in the mean time, the Poyſoning of Sir Thomas Overbury 
broke out : For the Apothecaries Boy that gave Sir Thomas 
Overbiyy the Gliſter, fell ſick at Fluſhing, and revealed the 


Whole matter; which Sir Ralph Wynwond by his Correſpon- 


dents had a full Relation of ; which- Correſpondent was 


\ 


ſervd their Princes Hu- 


— 


Drumbal the Agent at Beuſſels: And it is ſaid that he diſ- 
covered not the Buſineſs to Yinword, but only wrot to him 
that he had Bulineſs of Conſequence to diſcover, but would 
RR 
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King would not yield to his Return; but only willed him 
to ſend an Expreſs; which Thrumbe! utterly refuſed, and 1 
think very wiſely, not letting any thing appear under his 
hand, leſt the Boy ſhould die, or run away 3 and then him- 
ſelf de made the Author of that, which the Courteſie of 
another muſt have juſtified. - dS Tp. RS 2] 
The King being of a longing diſpoſition, rather than 
not know, admitted Thrumba! to Return: And now had they 


good Teſtimony by the Apothecary, who revealed ſton, 


Mrs. Turner, and Fyanklin, to be Principal Agents: But this 
being near the time of Progreſs, was not ftirred till about 


Michaclmas ; and had hardly been ſtirr'd ig at all, had ack | 


there been ſuch a Claſhing between the Kings Riſing, and 
his Declining Favourite; which the King by all means de- 
ſir'd to reconcile; and therefore Employ'd Sir Hunphry 
May, with ſome Inſtructions to Somerſet, as if it came from 
himſelf; and Villers had Orders "preſently after Sir Zumphry 
May's Return, to preſent himſelt and Service to Somerſet. 
Sir Humphry accordingly goes to Somerſet, and tells him, My 


Lord, Sir George Villers will come to you to offer his Ser- | 


vice, and defire to be your Creature; and therefore refuſe 


bim not; Embrace him, and your Lordſhip ſhall ftill ſtand . 


a great Man, tho* not the ſoſe Favourite: Somerſet ſeeming 


averſe to it, Sir Humphry told him in plain terms, that nge 
was ſent by the King to adviſe it; and that Villers wou'd 


come to him, to caſt himſelf into his Protection, and to 
take his Riſe under the ſhadow of his Wings. Sir 

May, was not parted from my Lord half an hour, but in 
comes Sir George Villers, and uſed theſe very words, My Lord, 
I defire to be your Servant, and your Creature, and ſhall deſire 


to take my Court. Preferment under your Favour ; and your Lord. 


ſhip ſhall find me as faithful a Servant t vou, as ever ſer v 
you, To which Somerſet -return'd this Quick and ſhort An- 
ſwer, 1 will bave none of your Service, and you ſhall have none 
my Favour : I will, if I can, break your Neck, and of that 

e confident, This was certainly a very harſh Complement, 
aud had not Somerſet been infatuated, he would never have 


given it: for after that time, breaking each others Nerk 


was their Aim. For it is verily believed, had Somerſet Com- 
ly'd with Villers, Overbury's Death had ſtill tain rakd up 
in hisqwn Aſhes. But there was an over-ruling hand of Pro- 
vidence in it, that would not ſuffer Murder to go unpuniſh'd. 
The King, in order to begin his Winter Journey, went 
from White-Hall to Theobalds, and ſo to Royſton : But before 


he went to Royſton, he ſent for all the Judges, and *knee- 


ing down in the midſt of them, he uſed theſe Words. | 
My Lords the Fudges, It is lately come to my bearing, that 
you have now in Examination a Buſineſs of Poyſoning : | Lord, in 


what 4 muft miſerable Condition ſhall this Kingdom be! (the en- 


Ly 


- 
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hall become ſuch 4 Snare, as none could eat without 
11 and ther Italian Cuſtom fhould be imroduced us ! 

efore my Lords, I charge you, "as you will anſwer it at the 
grear and dreadful Day of Judgment, that you Examine it ſtrid. 
Iy, without Favour, Affection, or Partiality : And if you ſhall 
ſpare any guilty of this Crime, G 0 D's Curſe light on you and 
Jour Poſterity; and if 1 ſpare any that are found guilty, GO D's 
Curſe light on me and my Pofterity for Ever. But how the 
King pens his Word, F ſhall ſnew anon: And how 
ſeverely this dire Imprecation fell upon his Pofterity, let 
the Fate of both the Charles's, his Daughter Elizabeth, and his 
- Grandſon Fames the Second, be a Witneſs. 2 
The King having given this Charge, leaves London for a 
time, and was accompanied with Somerſet to Royſton, where 
he had no ſooner hrought him, but Somerſet took his leave 
of him, little imagining what a Snake there lay in the Graſs. 
Nor muſt I forget, on this Occaſion, to let my Reader 
know how perfect the King was in the Art of Diſſimula- 
tion; or, (as heusd to call it) King-Craftz The Earl of 
Homer ſet never parted from him before with more ſeeming 
(Exkeſs of) Affection than at this time, when he knew 
Somerſet ſhould never fee him more: So that ſcarce any 
that had ſeen their parting, and was hot well acquainted. 
with the Kings Diſſembling Tricks, but wou'd have thought 
he was rather in his growing Favour, than declining For- 
tune. For when the Earl kiſſed his hand, the King hung 

about his Neck, Slabbering his Cheeks with Kiſſes; ſaying, . 
For GO D's ſeke, when ſhall I ſer thee again? O my Soul, 1 
ſhall neither Eat nor Sleep, till 1 ſee thee come again. The 
+ \ Earl told him on Monday, (this being Friday) For GO D's 
Jake, let me, ſaid the King: Shull 1? Shall I? Then lolled 
about bis Neck: Then, For G O D's ſake, give thy Lady this 


fer me; ſaid the King: Carrefling him in the ſame 
3 manner at the Stairs Foot: And yet for all this, the Earf 
pF was ſcarce got into his Coach, when the King ſaid with a 
'D Smile, Now 2he Deel. go with thee, 1 ſhall never ſee thy Face more, 


I will now appeal to my Reader, whether his Aſotto of, Qui 
neſcit diſſiowlare, neſcit regnare, was not as well perform'd 
at this parting, as his Beat! Paciſici, in the whole Courſe of 
his Life: And yet his love to the Latter, made him be bea- 
ten at his oon Weapon, in the Former, by all Princes and 
States that had to do with him. | 
Before Somerſet came to London: his Counteſs was appre- 
hended-; and at his Arrival, himſelf; and the King being 
that Night at Supper, laid to Sir Ibom is Monſon, My Lord 
4 Chief Fuſtice bath ſent for you, Sir Thomas asked the King when 
de ſhould wait on bim again? The King replied, Tou mag come | 
"when you can. 
And here I cannot omit. one Story which was a kind of 
Preſage to Sir Thomas Xozſon of what ſhould befal him: Sit 
LOO 
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Thomas was the Kings Maſter Faulconer; and ſuch an Artift 
at it, perhaps no Prince in Chriſtendom cou'd boaſt of the like: 
For what Flights other Princes had, Fe would Excel them 
for his Maſter ; in which one was the Kite : The French King 
ſent over his Faulconers to ſhew that Sport, his Maſter Fauk © 
coner lay long here, but could not kill one Kite, our Kites, 
it ſeems being more magnanimous than thoſe of the French? 
Sir Thomas Monſon deſir'd to have that Flight in all Exqui- 
ſiteneſs; and to that End was at 1000 J. Charge in Goſ- 
Faulcens for that flight; and yet in all that Charge he 
never had but one Caſt wou'd perform it; and thoſe had 
kill'd Nine Kites, and never miſs d one, The Earlof Pem- 
brook, with all the Lords deſird the King but to walk out 
of Royſton Town's End, to ſee that flight; which it was one 
of the moſt Stately Flights in the World, for the high Mouztee > . 
The King went forth, tho? unwillingly, and the Flight was 
ſhewed ; but the Kite went ſuch a Mountee, as all the Field 
' loſt hight of Kite, and Hawk, and all; and neither Kite nor 
Hawk were never either ſeen or heard of more: Which made 
all the Court conjecture it a very il Omen. But to pro- 
ceed. . | my \ 

It appears by the Kings words do Sir Thomas Monſon, That 
the Plot was fo well laid, that all the Perſons Concern'd were 
within the Toyl at one inſtant, not knowing of Each other: So 
that there were now in hold, the Earl, bis Counteſs, Sir 
Thomas Monſon, Mrs. Turner, (a very lewd and ivfamous Wo- 

man) Weſton and Franklin; beſides ſome others of Leſſor Note; 
of which: one Simon, a Servant of Sir Thomas Monſon's, who 
was Imploy'd in carrying 'Jellies and Tarts to the, Tower, 
who upon his Examination, for his Pleaſant Anſwer was in- 
ſtantly diſmiſs'd ; For the Judge ſaying to him, Simon, u 
have bad a hand in this Poyſoning Buſineſs ! No, my good Lord, ſaid” 
he, I had but one Finger in it, which almoſt coſt me my Life and 
ar the beſt coſt me all my hair and nails: For the Truth waz, 
Simon was ſomewhat liquoriſh, and finding the Syrup. ſwim 
trom the Top of a Tart which he carried, he did with his 
Finger Skim 1t off; and it was to be believed, that had he 
known what it had been, he would not have been his Taſter 
at ſo dear a rate. BY 339 3 

And now ftrick Juſtice Expects a Retrihution, and requires 
Blood for Blood; Weſton, began the Tragedy; Mrs. Twner 
follow'd next, the Day of her Death being better than that of 
her Birth; tor tho' ſhe had been a very wicked Woman, ſhe 
died very penitently, and ſhewed much Mcdeſty in the laſt 
Act of her Life. * UE r | 

Sir Fervis Elvis, Lieutenant of the Tower, was the third ; 

| who ſuffered on Tower-Hill: A Man much piticd, being 
drawn in by the Allurements of Northampton, to be a Spectator, 
rather than an Actor, in this Bloody Tragedy; but his Conni- 
vance coft him his Life. And being a Man full of * 2 
„ ee or 
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for his Offence, he left two Memento's or Pillars behind him 
at his Death, for Watch-Towers to all that paſs by, in this 
Bark of frail Mortality, to prevent Shipwarck. One was, 
Not to Vow any thing 10 G O D, but to perform it. The other 
was, Not to tabe 4 pride in any Parts, tho" never ſo Excel- 
tent : For the firft, he ſaid he was-a great Gamefter and 
loved it; and having loft one time much Money, he ſeriouſ 


h and adviſedly, between G OD and his own Soul, .clap- 


Ping his hand on his Breſt, ſpake thus: (as it were to GOP) 
If ever I play again, then let me be hanged. And breaking my 


Vom, (aid he, now GOD hath paid my Imprecation home, 


The Second was, He took 4 great delight in bis Pen. And that 
Pen (to uſe his own Words) which I was ſo proud of, hath 


© +, truck me dead; and, like Abſalom's Hair, bath hanged me: 


* 


For there dropt a Word or two from my Pen in a Letter to 


the Earl of Northampton, which upon my Salvation I am not 


able to anſwer: At my Arraignment I pleaded hard for my 
Life, and proteſted mine Innoceney; but when my own Pen 
came againſt me, I. was not able to ſpeak for my elf, but 


"ſtood as one amazed, or that had no Tongue. Such Damps 


doth Guiltineſs caſt upon the Spirit! 
The next was Franklin, a Fellow as fordid in his Death, as 


. pernicious in his Life ; Who at his Arraignment confeſſed 


| That Overbury was ſmothered to Death, and not Poyſoned to 


Death, tho he had Poyſon given him. And here Cook the 
Chief Juftice was a little put to it how to come fairly off; 
for Mrs. Turner and Weſtin were already hang'd for us 


cover buy with Poyſon ; but he being the very Quinteſſence c 
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Law, preſently inform'd the Jury, That if a Man be done to 
Death with Piſtols, Poniards, Swords, Halter, Poylon, Cr. 
So he be done to Death, the Indictment is good, if but in- 
dicted for any of thoſe ways; but the good Lawyers of thoſe 
Times were not of that Opinion; but did. believe Mrs. 


- Turner was as direaly Murthered by my Lord Cocks Law, as 


Overbury was without any Law. \ 

\ In the next place came the Counteſs to her Trial,- at whoſe 
Arraignment,.as alſo at Mrs. Turners before, were ſhewed ma- 
ny pictures aud Puppirs, with ſome Exorciſms and Magick 
Spells, which made them appear more odious, as being known 
to Converſe with Witches and Wizzards; and among the 


Trinkets Foremans Books were ſhewed ; This Foreman was a Fel- 


low that dwelt in Lambeth; who, tho' a very filly fellow, 


* had Wit enough to cheat the Ladies and other Women, 


y pretending Skill in telling their Fortunes; as, whether they 
mould Enjoy their Loves, or whether Maids ſhould get Hus- 


bands, or Enjoy their Seryants, to themſelves without Corri- 


'vals; as alſo whether they ſhould bury their Husbands, and 


V hat ſecond Husbands they ſhould bave : But before he would 


tell any thing, they muſt write their Names to his Alphabeti- 


kept 
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kept them in awe, if they ſhould comply of his abuſing them, 
as indeed he did nothing elſe ; Beſides, it was believd that 
ſome Aſſignat ions were appointed at his Houſe, and that the 
Art of Bawd was more beneficial to him than that of 4 Con- 
jurer; and that he was a better Artiſt in the one, than the 
other. And that a man may judge of his Skill, it was affirmed 
by ſome that pretended to know very well, that he was himſelf 
a Cuckold, having a very pretty Wench to his Wife, which 
would fay ſhe did it to try his Skill; but it fared with him as 
with Aſtrologers, who pretend to tell others, yet cannot foreſee 


their own deſtiny. This Foremans Book made a great deal of 
Mirth in the Court, for it is ſaid that in the firſt leaf my Lord 


Cook look'd over, he found his own Wife's Name. 2 
The next that was Arraign'd for this Murther, way 


Sir Thw.as Monfon ; but it happened luckily for him, that the 


Night before he was to come to his Tryal, the King being at 
the Game of Maw, ſaid, 7o morrow comes Tom. Monſon to big 
Tryal : Tes, ſaid the Kings Cardholder (Sir S."#. ) where if 


be does not play bis Maſters prizes Tour Majeſiy ſhall never truſt 


me.  Thete words ſo run in the Kings Mind (for a guilty Con- 


ſcience is always acraid, and needs no Accuſer ) that the next 


Game he ſaid he was ſleepy, and would play out Sef the next 


night: The Gentleman departed to his Lodging, but was no 


ſooner gone, but the King ſent for him: T will not pretend 
to ſay what Communication paſ'd between em, but this is 
certain, that that Gentleman was the means of ſaving Monſon's: 
N Loet for the King ſent a Poſt preſentiy to London, to let the 

Lord Chief Juſtice know, he would ſee Menſans Examination 
and Confeſſion, to ſee if it were worthy to touch his Life for 
ſo ſmall a matter: Menſon was too wile to ſet any thing but 


fair in his Confeſſion; what he would have ſtabb'd with, hend 
have been (Viva Voce) at his Arraigument. But the King'ſeng. 


word he ſaw nothing worthy of Death or Bonds in his Ac- 
cuſation, or Examination: Cook was ſo mad, he cou'd not 
have his Will of Monſon, that he ſaid, Take him away, we bave 
other matters againſt, bin of 4 bigher Nature; at which words, 
ont iſſued about a dozen Warders of the Tower, and took him 
from the Bar. and ſuch was Cook's Malice againft him, that 
tho' it rain'd extreamly, and 2fanſon not well, he made him 20 


a foot from Guild-Hall to the Tower, which almoſt coſt him 


his Life; where he lay a cloſe Cloſe Priſoner above three 
Months. I will end what I have to ſay of Monſon, with obſery- 
ing the Skill of the Lord Loresteine, a Scotchman, who having 
Jong before ſeen Sir Thomas Monſon, told Sir George Mar(hal, 
That be ſaw by his Phyſiognomy, that Sir Thomas Monſon wou d 
Eſcape Hanging nearer than ever any Man did; which was 


true; for he was twice brought to his Tryal, put himſelf both 


rimes upon his Country, yet was only indiged, never tried; 


and yet bad he harder meaſure than eyer an,” man had, fr | 
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loſt his Office, being but indicted, and not Condemned; which 
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is without any Precedent. | hr 2 Xo 

But here I muſt not forget to inform the Reader, that at Sir 
Thomas Monſon's Arraignment, the Lord en, uſtice Cook 
in his Rhetorical Flouriſhes vented ſome Expreſſions, which, 
tho a wiſe Man, had better have been kept in; for in the midft 
of his Speech, falling as it were into a Rapture, he ſaid, G0 D 
noms what became of that fweet Babe, Prince Henry. But 7 
know ſomewhat: Intimating ( tho'not plainly ) that Sir "Thomas 
Overeury's untimely remove, had ſomething in it, of Retaliati- 
on, as if he had been guilty of the ſame Crime againſt Prince 


Hemy; and as if the making away of Sir. Thomas Overbury wou'd 
be an acceptable Service to the King. And it is not impro- 


bable,but that, in ſearching the Cabinets,” tie lighted on. ſome 
Papers which, ſpake plainly. of that which had been always . 
whiſpered ; and which had he gone on in a. gentle way, would 


have fallen in of themſelyes, not to have been prevented : 


But it isto be fear'd that this flip of his Tongue prevented the 


full Diſcovery of that ſo foul a Murder: Which tho he did 


not deſigu; yet did he fly ſo high, that he was taken down 
by a Court. Lure; Sir Thom4s Monſon's Trial ( as bas been al- 


_ ready ſhew'd) laid afide, and Sir Thomas ſoon after ſet at Li- 


berty, and the Lord Chief ſuſtices Wings clip'd for ever 
after. And it was romour'd that the King ( heightned to ſo 


much Paſſion by this Eruption of Sir Edward Cook's ) went to 


* 


the Council- Table, and kneeling down there, defired G O D to 
lay a Curſe upon him and bis Poſterity for ever, if he were 
conſenting to Overbury's Death. But whether this were ſo or 
no, certain it is, that the ſudden ſtopping of Monſon's Tryal, 


put ſtrange Imaginations into mens Heads; and thoſe ſeconded 


y Reports too high for private Diſcovery; their Operation 


only falling under the Common Notion. But the Lord Chief 


Juſtice, as I ſaid, was blamed by the more Judicious ſort, for . 
fying out of his way; and that having enough to proſecute | 
the Buſineſs, he would graſp after more, till he loſt all. For 
this Poyſoning Buſineſs was thought ſecond to none but the 
Gunpow der: Plot; that indeed would have blown up all at a 


Blow, and ſo may be call d a merciful Cruelty; and "this would 


have done the ſame by degrees, a lingering, but as ſure 4 


way: For one by one might have been call'd out, till a Oppo+ 
ſers were removed. A ow | | 


And now for the laſt AR, Enters Somerſet himſelf, on the 


Stage. Who being told, as the manner is, by the Lieutenant, 
that he muſt provide to go the next day to Tryal abſolutely 


ttefus d it, and (aid tho. ſbou'd carry bim in big Bed; rhar the King 


. ©, Licutanant in En room ; ſo that it made Aforre quiver 


had afſur'd him that be ſhould not come to any Tryal; 'neither Dur{ 


the Xing to bring bim to 4 Tryal, This was in a high ſtrain in- 


deed, and in a Langnage not well-underftood by George Moore 


and 
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and ſhake; and the he was counted 2 wiſe Man, yet he was 
, near -3C:Dis. Wien Rag i: (ot 4nd ro bg a3 nlt 2 5.63 
Away. goes Moore to Greenwich, (tho it was then Twelve 
2 a Clock at Night) and bouncing at che Back- Stairs, almoſt 

like one mad, Fo, Loveſton, one of the Grooms, riſes out of 
his Bed, and enqairesthe reaſon of that Noiſe: at ſo. late 4 
Seaſon: Moore tells him he muſt ſpeak witch the Ling: Love 
ſton, replies he is quiet; which in the 860 Dialect, is faſt a- 
fleep: Moore told him he muſt awake him 3 which he does, and is 
called in; and the Chamber being left to the King and Moore 3 
he tells the King thoſe Paſſages, and deſires to be diretied by: 
him; for he was gone beyond his own reaſon, to hear ſuch 
bold and undutiſul Expreſſions from a faulty Subjecti againſt 
a juſt Soveraign. King falls into a great Paſſion of 
Tears: On my Soul, Moore, ſaid the King, / wot not what to o; 
thou art 4 wiſe Men, belp me in this grrat ſtrait, and thon ſhalt 
find thou do ff it for 2 thankful Maſter ; With other ſad Expreſs! 
ſions. Afoore leaves the King in that paſſion; but aſſur d him 
he wou'd do the utmoſt that he cou'd to ſerve his Ma- 


Sir George Moore returns to Somerſct about three the next Mor- 
ning ( which was the Day he was to come to his Tryal ) Enters 
his Chamber, and tells him he had been with the King, and 
found him a moſt affectiongte Maſter to him, and full of Grace 
in his Intentions towards him; Bur, ſaſd he, to Te Be” 
ſtice, you muſt appear, altho' return inftantly. again, 
out any turther proceeding; only vou ſhall know” your | Ene- 
mies, and their Malice, though they ſhall have no Power over 
you, By this means Move allay'd Somerſets Fury, and got tim 
quietly about Eight in the Morning to the Hall; yet fear d 
his former bold Language might revert again; and being 
brought by this Trick into the Toyle, might have more enra- 
ged him to fly out into ſome ſtrange Diſcovery, which to pte - 
vent, he plac'd two Ser vants on each fide of Rig with a Cloak 

on their Arms; giving them a peremptory Order, that if 
Somerſes did any way fly out on the King, they ſhould 'nftantly. 
hood-wink him with that Cloak, take him violently from th- 
Bar, and carry him away; for which he would ſecute them 
from any Danger, and they ſhould not want alſo a hounti ful 
Reward : But the Bart nding himſelf” over - reach d, recol- 
lected a better Temper, and went on cumly in his Trial, 
where he held the Company until Seven at Wight. Bat” they 
that ſaw the Kings reſtlaſs motioa all chat day, and th⸗ * 
Uneaſineſs h2 ſerm'd to be in, ſending to every Boat he ſaw 
Landing at the Bridge, and Curſing all that came without 
Tidings, could not but judge all was not Tight ; and that 
there had been ſome grounds for Somerſets baldneſs. Bit at 
laſt, Moore bringing the King word that Somerſer waz Con- 
_ demn'd, and of all the Paſſages, and how he manag'd things; + 

all was quiet; And the King really rewarded him with a Suit 
& 7 | 
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worth 2500 1. And for the truth of this Secret | Paſſage, I 
can aſſure the Reader that it came from Moore's o.] Mouth, 
who told it to tuo worthy Gentlemen; who yet never ſpake 
of: ic again till after che Kings Dean. 
But there were other ſtrong Inducemetit, to believe Soner. 
Ja knew, that by the King, which he defired no other in the 
World ſhould be partaker of; and that all was not Peace 
within, in the Peace - maker himſelf, For he ever courted So. 
merſer to his Dying Day, and gave him 4000. per amm 
after" he was condemned. Many beljeved Somerſer gaitry of 
Overlays Death; and many others thought him Sufley only 
of a Breach of Friendſhip, and that in > Figh Point, by Sal. 


fering his Impriſonment: But to ſet things in à true light, 1 
have here inſerted the Speech. of Sir F/dneis Bacon, the Kings 
Attorney Genetal, at Somerſers Arraignment; wherein all the 
Footſteps taken in the Proſecution of that Murder, are ſet 

Sir Francis Bacon's SPEECH, at the Arraigament 

of the Earl of 5 OMERSET.. 


* — 4 


kar af fig neee eee 
may pleaſe your Grace, my Lord Higb Steward of Eng- 
1 1 land, and W Lords the ES have habe be > 
pon Kobert. Earl of per hp eye a . 
© concerning. the procuring and conſenting to the 'Poyſoning 
d Ie 5 then the. King's Priſoner in the 
© Tower of London, as an Acceſſary before the kacſct. 
+ ©. Eknow your Honours cannot behold this noble Man, hut 
you muſt remember the great Favours which the King hath 
© conferred: an him, and muſt be ſenſible, that he is yet a Mem · 
Her of your Body, and a Peer, as you are, ſo that you cannot 
cut him off from your Body, but with grief, and therefore 
yon will expect from us, that gire in the King's Evidence, 
Fund and ſvfhcient matter of Proof to ſatisfie your, Honouts 
r $47 dr e N : 
As for the manner of the Evidence, the King our Maſter, 
©who:( amongſt other his Vertues, .excelleth in that Vertue of 
the Imperial Throne, which is Juſtice ) hath given us com- 
mand, that we ſhould not expatiate nor make invectives, but 
F wmaterially purſue the Evidence, as. it conduceth to the point 
e pee oe EP 
© A Matter, that (though we are glad of ſo good.a War- 
| © rant) yet we ſhould have done our ſelves; For far be it from 
© us. by any ſiratas of Wit or Arts, to ſeek to play Prizes or to 
©þlazon ou; Natres in blood, or to carry the day otherwiſe 
© than upon ſute grounds; we ſhall carry the Lanthora of 
IJuſtice ( which is the Evidence) before your Eyes upright, 
© ard ſo be able to fare it from; being put out with any 
Trounds of evaſion or vain defence, not doubting at all, but 
WS ; that 


— 
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that the Evidence it ſelf will cairy that force, às it ſhall need 
© no advantage or aggravation, .. n 
FEirſt, my Lords, The courſe that I will, hold in delivering 
© of that which-I ſhall ſay ( for I love order) 1s this : hs. 
* Firſt, 1 will-ſpeak ſomewhat of the Nature and Greatneſ: 
of the Offence, which is now to be tried, not to weigh. down 
my Lord with the Greatneſs of it, but rather contrarywiſe 
* to ſhew, that a great Offence needs a good Proof. And that 
* the King, howſoe ver he might eſteem this Gentleman hereto- 
* fore as the Signet upon his Finger (to uſe the Scripture- 
phraſe) yet in ſuch a caſe as this, he was to pt it off. 
Secondly, I will uſe ſome feu words touching the Nature of 
* the Proofs, which, in ſuch a caſe are competennn. 
© Thirdly, I will fate the. Proofs. F EET FIN 
„ Andlaftly, 1 will produce the Proofs, either oat; of xa» 
- © mination, and Matters of writing, or Witneſſes Viva Foce. 
for the Offence it ſelf, It is of Crimes, next unto High- 
Freaſon, the greateſt; it is the fouleſt of Felonies; It hatb 
three degrees. Firſt, It is Murther by Impoyſon- 
© ment, Secondly, It 1s Murther committed upon the 
« King's Priſoner in the Tower, Thirdly. I might ſay, that it 
is Murther under the colour of Friendſhip, but that it is @ 
*. Circumſtance moral, and therefore I leave that to the Evi 
dence it ſelf. | | . 
75 For Murther my Lords, the firſt Record of Tuſtice which was 
in the World, was judgment upon a Murtherer, in the Perſon 
of Adam's firſt-born Gain, and though it was not puniſhed by 
© Death, but Baniſhment, and marks of Ignaminy, in reſpect 
© of the Primogenitors, or the Population of the World, yet 
© there was a ſevere charge given, that it ſhould not go un» 
6 puniſhed. 4% * lie 9000 4 | 7 
* So it appeareth likewiſe in Scripture, that the Murther 
© of Abner by Joab, though it were by David reſpited in re- 
© ſpelt of great Services paſt, or reaſon of State, yet it was not 
forgotten But of this 1 will ſay no more, becauſe I will 
not diſcourſe, it was ever admitted and ranked in God's own 
© Tables, that Murther is of offence between Man angMan, 
© next unto” High-Treaſon, and diſobedience to Authority, 
* wkich ſometimes have been referred to the firſt Table, be- 
© cauſe of the Lieutenancy of GOD in Princes, the greateſt. 
For Impoyſonment, Iam ſorry it ſhould be heard of in our 
Kingdom; it is not noſtri generis, nec ſauguinit peccatum; it 
© is an Italian Comfit for the Court of Kome, where that Perſon 
© that intoxicateth the Xia of the Earth, is many times really 
© intoxicated and poyſoned himſelf. But it hath three Cir- 
cumſtances, which makes it grievous, bæyond other matters. 
* The firſt is, That it takes a Man away in full Peace, in 
« GOD'\ and the King's Peace, that thinks no harm, but is 
comforting of Nature with refection and foud, ſo that as che 
"Scriptures ſaith, his Table is made a Sn Ce. | 
c |  þ $4352 * Thad 
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The ſecond is, That it is eafily commited, and eaſily cox. 
* cealed; and on the other ſide hardly prevented, and hardly 
* diſcovered.: For Murther by violence, Princes have Guards, 
and private Men have Houſes, Attendants and Arms, neither 
* can fuch Murther be committed, but cam ſonitu, with ſome 
* overt and apparent acts, that may diſcover and trace the 
 * Offenders; but for Poyſen, the Cup it felf of Princes wilt 
_ © ſcarce ferye, in regard of many Peyſont that neither diſcolour 
© nor diſtaſte; it comes upon a Man when he js carelefs, and 
b 1 4 ſuſpicion, and every day a Man is within the Gates of 
_ © And the laſt is, becauſe it concerneth not only the Deſtru- 
& ion of the maliced Man but of every Man, quit mode tutus 
© eris ? For many times the Poyſon is prepared tor one, and is 


taken by another, ſo that Men die other Mens deaths, Conci- 


© te infel ie aliens vulnere, and it is as the Pſalmiſt calleth it, Sa. 
* eitta noe volans, The Arrow that flieth by Night, that hath 
no aim nor certainty. And therefore if any Man ſhall ſay 
7 to himſelf, Here is great tatk of Impoyſonment, but I am ſure 
I am fafe, for I have no Enemies, neither have I any thing 
© another Man ſhould long for; Why ? that is all one, he may 
ſit next him at the Table, that is meant to be impoyſoned, 
© and pledge him of his Cup: As we may ſee in the Example 
© of 11. Hen. 8. that where the purpoſe was to poyſon one 
© Man, there was poyſon put into Barm or Teaſt, and with that 
*'Barm Portage ot Grewel was made, hereby fixteen of the 
© Biſhop of Rocheſiey's Servants were poyſoned ; may, it went 
into 'the Alms-basket likewiſe, and the Poor at the Gate 

* were poyſoned. And therefore with great Judgment did 
* the Statate, made that year, touching this accident, make 
. 11 High- Treaſon, becauſe it tends to the diſſolv- 
* ing of humane Society, for whatſoever offence doth ſo, is in 
the nature thereof High-Treaſon. n | 
No for the third Degree of this particular Offence, 
* which is. that it is committed upon the Rigs Priſoner, who 
* was aut of his own defence, and meerly in the King's Pro- 


© rection; and for whom the Ring and the State were a kind of 


* 


for certainly (my Lord of Somrſet) let me tell you this, 


relſpondent; it is 17 Ou aggravates the Fault much, 
that Sir Thomas Overbury is the firſt Man that was Murther- 


« ed in rhe Tower of London, (ave the Murther of the two young. 


© Princes, © by the appointment of Kchard the Third. 
* Thus much of the Offence, now to the Proofs. 

For the matter of Proofs, you may conſider that impoy- 
© ſonment, of all Offences is moſt ſecret, even ſo lecret, that 
dit in allcafes of Impoyſonment, you ſhould require teftimo. 
* ny, you ſhould as good proclaim in hunit yy. 

Wo ceuld have impeached Livis by teſtimony, for 
© the poyſonfing ot her Figs upon the Tree, which her Rus- 
band was wont to gather with his own Hands? Who could 


* have mpeached Paraſe1is, for the poyſoning of the ene 105 
# 5 * ; 1 
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« of the Knife ſhe carried with her, and keeping, the other 
* fide clean, ſo that her (elf did cat of the fame piece of Meat 
* that they did, whom ſhe did impoyſon ? ? 
© Theſe caſes art infinite, and need not to be (ſpoken of the 
* ſecrecy of impoyſonment: ButWiſemen muſt take upon them 
in theſe ſecret, Caſes, Solomon's Spirit, that when there could 
de no Witneſles, collected the Act by the Affection: But yet 
ve axe not at our cauſe, for that which your Lordſhips are ta 
* try, is not the Act of Impoyſonment, for that is done to your 
* hands; all the World by Law is concluded to. ſay, that 
* Overbury was poyſoned by. ſton, but the Queſtion before 
you is, of the Procurement only, and as the Law termeth it, 
A acceſſary before the Fact, which abbetting is no more, 
* but co do or uſe any act or meays which may aid, or conduct 
to the Impoyſonment. Ne 5 
* So that it is not the buying, nor the making of the Poyſon, 
nor the preparing, nor confecting, nor commixing of it, 
© nor the giving or lending, or laying of the Poyſon, that are 
the only Acts that do amount unto the abbetment; but if 
there be any other act or means done, or uſed, to give op- 
« portunity of e or to facilitate the execution of 
* it, or to ſtop or divert any. impediments that might hin- 
der it, and that it be wich an intention to accompliſh and 
atchieve the impoyſonment; all theſe are abbetments and 
* acceſſaries. before the Fat, As for example, if there be any 
. Conſpiracy to Murther a Man, as he journieth on the way by * 
Invitation, or by colour of ſome Buſineſs, and another-'taketh : | 
upon him to diſſwade ſome Friend of his Company, that 
he is not ſtrong enough to make his defence; and another 
hath a part to bal him in talk till the firſt blow be given; 
all theſe, my Lords, without ſcruple, are acceſſaries to th: 
Murther, although none of them give the blow, nor aſſiſt to 
give the blow. _ N 5 
*My Lords, He is not the Hunter alone, that lets flip the 
Dog upon the Deer, but he that lodgeth him, and hunts 
© him out, or ſets a train or trap for him, that he cannot 
* eſcape, or the like, But this, my Lords, little needeth in 
this caſe, for ſuch a chain of acts of Impoyſonment as 
* this, I think, was never heard nor ſeen. And this much of 
the Mine of the Prodks. . 77 
BY 3 deſcend to the Proofs themſelves, I ſhall. keep this 
COUrie- . | = 72 
© Firſt, I will make a Narration of the Fatt it ſelf. : 
* Secondly, I will break and diſtribute the Proofs, as they 
* concern the Priſoner, And, Se . 
© Thirdly, According to the diftribution, 1 will produce 
l chem, and read them, to uſe them. So that there is nothing N 
* that 1 ſhall ay, but your Lordſhip ſball have three thoughes a 5 


or cogitations to anſwer it. 17 
* Firſt, When I open it, you may take your aim. | 
1 T3 4 © $econdly, 
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. * Secondly, When I diſtribute it, you may prevent your an- 
© ſwers without confuſion. ' And 3 
© Laſtly; When T produce the Witneſſes, or the Examine- 
tions themſelves, you may again ruminate, and re-adviſe to 
make your defence, © f 0 
* And this I do, becauſe your memory and underſtanding 
may nat be oppreſſed or overloaden with length of Evidence, 
or with confuſion of order; nay more, when your ben 
ſhall make your anſwer in your time, I will put you in mind, 
Where cauſe ſhall be, of your omiſſion. 
.© Firſt therefore, Sir Thomas- Overbury for a time was known 
© to have great intereſt and ftrait friendſhip with my Lord of 


«a K K a 


© Somerſet, both in his meaner Fortunes, and after, in ſo much 


that he was a kind of Oracle of Direction unto him, and if 
© you will believe his own vaunt (being indeed of an inſolent 


„ and; Thraſonical - Diſpoſition ) he took upon him that 


© the Fortunes, Reputation and Underftanding of this Gentle- 
man (Who is well known to have an able Teacher) pro- 
« ceeded from his Company and Counſel, and this Friendſhip 
© reſted. not only in converſation, and buſineſs at Court, but 
« likewiſe in. communication of Secrets of State, for my Lord 
of Somerſet, exerciſing at that time by His Majeſty's ſpecial 
< fayour and truft, the Office of Secretary, did not forbear to 
* acquaint Overbury with the King's Pacquets and Diſpatches 
« from all parts of Spain, Frauce, and the Low-Countries 3 and 
* this not by glimpſes, or now and then rounding in the Ear 
* for a Favour, but in a ſetled manner, Pacquets were ſent, 
© ſometimes opened by my Lord, ſometimes unbroken, unto 
© Overbury ; who peruſed them, copied them, regiſtred them, made 


. * table-talk of them, as they thought good. So I will undertake 


the time was, when Over bum knew more of the Secrets of State, 
then the Council-Table did; nay, they were grown to ſuch in- 
* wardnels, as they made a Play of all the World beſides them- 
e ſelves, ſc as they had Cyphers and Furgons for the King and 
© Queen, and great Men wy the 9255 things ſeldom uſed, but 
either by Princes and their Confederates, or at the leaſt by ſuch 
© as prattice and work againft, or at the leaſt, upon Princes. 
But uaderſtand me, my Lord, I ſhall not charge you with 


_ © diflozalty at this day, only 1 lay, this for a Foundation, that 


and that 


there was great communication of Secrets between you and Sir 
* Thomas Overbury, and that it had relation co matters of State, 
© and the great cauſes of this Kingdom. | 
© But my Lords, as it is a Principle in Nature, that the beſt 
things are in, their corruption the worſt, and the ſweeteſt 
© Wine maketh the ſoureſt Vinegar; ſo it fell out with them, 
that chis excels, as I may ſay, of Friendſhip, ended in mortal 
© hatred on my Lord of Some ſet's pact, p62 e ee 
- © Thave heard my Lord Stemged fay ſometimes in the Chan- 
* cery,that Froſt and Fraud end fol; and I may add a third, 
is, the friendſhip of il Men, which is truly 1 bh 
2 T 2 % a | 8 a — 
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© be conſpiracy, and not friendihip For it fel] out ſome twe 

months or more” hefore his Impriſonment he 

© Tower, that the Earl of Somerſet fell into an ace love to- 

* wards that unfortunatg Lady, the Counteſs of Eher, aud — 

1 2 to a Marriage with her: This Marriage aud 

ys „mainly impugne, under pretence to do the t -_ 5 

part of a Friend, for that he accounted her an unyorthy 

Woman,. But the Truth was, Overbury,.”who ( to Ipeak 

* plaialy ) had little that was ſolid for Religion, - or. ral 
4 Vertue, but was wholly poſſeſt with ambition; and = 

glory, was loth to have any Partners in the fayour of m 
© Lord of Somerſet, and ef] Nad not any of the Houſe the 
7 N 53 againſt whom had always profeſſed hatred and 

- oppoſition. 
we And, my Lords, chat this is no ſiſter conſtruction, will 
* appearto.you, when you ſhall hear that Overbury made his 
© brags, that he had won him the Love of the Lady, by his 
„Letters and Induſtry; ſo far was he from caſes of, Con- 
© ſcience in this point. 

And certainly, my Lords, howſoever the tragical miſery 
'of this poor Gentleman, Oper bun, might ſomewhat obliterate 
© his Faults, yet becauſe we are not upon Point of  Civility, 
but to diſcover the face of Truth, before the face of © Ju- 
* ſtice, for that it is material to the true Underſtanding of the 
* ſtate of this Cauſe, Oyerbury was naught" and corrupt; the 
* Ballads muſt be mended for that young * 

; * But to proceed. When Overbhay ſaw that he was like to be no 
«| more noſkeſor of my Lord' 9 which he had poſſeſſed fo 
long, and by whole greatne(s he had promiſed, binelf to do 

* wonders, and being a Man of an und dude and impugent 
© ſpirit, he began nat, only to diſſwade, but to deter himfrom 

che Love of that Lady; and finding him fixed, thouęl 
* find a ſtrong Remed ,and ſuppoſing that be had my. of 
Head under his Girdl e, in re ſpect of communication of, 

© crets of State, or as he calls them himſelf, Secrets of Natbre ; 

© and therefore dealt violently. with him, to make him — 

+ with menaces of dlſcovery, and the like: Hereupon 

«two. fireams of hatred u pon Ove bury, the one froth WELa- 

U 755 in reſpect that he crofſed her love, and abpſed her Ame 

which are furies in Women) the other of à more 125 
ture, from my eh of Somerſet We who was Aftaid 

. 190 Over bury. Nature, 3 nd if he did N him phi fly 

* out, he would wind 1 5 bim and trouble bis N pole Fortunes; 

a blen add a third Stream of the Earl 0 f Nqrthampton's Aw- 
7 Yition 5 deſires to be firſt in favour, "With a7 285 or 


« Ss n Overbury's Malice to bitnſclf; and to 

© his Houſe an bp 18755 1 1 my 8 cut of, 

10 Ew it, as rololyed, f 0 OY 5 he 
* muſt die, 


| Z 4 N N 


5 


* 


4 


. 


„ The Tras Sever Biftoryof 

© way to it, as they croſſed it; there reſted but two ways of 
. 2 Aſſault and Poyſon. For that of Aſſault, after 
.« ſome propoſition and attempt, they paſſed from it, as a 
« thing too open and ſubjet to more variety of ſhame ; that 
« of Poyſon likewiſe was an hazardous thing, and ſubject to 
many preventions and caution, eſpecially to ſuch a working 
„ and jealous Brain as Overbury had, except he was firſt faſt in 
„ their hands; Therefore the way wasfuft to get him into a 
Trap, and lay bim up, and they could aot mis the Mark: 
And therefore in execution of this Plot, it concluded that he 
© "ſhould be defigned to ſome Honourable Imployment in Fo- 


< reign Parts, and ſhould underhand by my Lord of Somerſet, 


be encouraged to refuſe it; and ſo upon contempt he ſhould 
. © be laid: Priſoner in, the Tower, and then they thought he 
* ſhon}d be cloſe enough, and Death ſhould be his Bail: Yet 
were they not at their end, for they conſidered, that if 
* there were not a fit Lieutenant of the Tower for this pur- 
< poſe, and likewiſe a fit Underkeeper of Overbury : Firſt, 
© they, ſhould meet with many impediments in the giving and 
* exhibiting of the Poyſon. Secondly, they ſhould be expoſed 
to note and obſervation, that might diſcover them: And 
* thirdly, Overbury in the mean time might write clamorous 
© and furious Letters to his Friends, and ſo all might be dil- 
appointed. And therefore the next Link of the Chain 
© was fo diſplace the then Lieutenant Wade, and to place Telvis, 
* a principal Abbettor in the Impoiſonmeat, to diſplace Cary 
© that was Underkeeper in Wade time, and to place Weſton, 
that was the Actor in the. Impoyſonment. And this was 
done in ſuch a while, that it may appear to be done as it 
© were ina Breath. | EN 


Then when they had tbis poor Gentleman in the Tower, 


© cloſe Priſoner, where he could not eſcape, nor flir, where he 
© could not feed, but by their hands, where he could not 


n pant or write, but 2 their Trunks, then was the 
© time to * 


| act the laſt Part of his Tragedy, | 

_* Then muſt Frencklin, the Purveyor of the Poyſons, pro- 
cure five, lix, ſeven ſeveral Poyſons, to be ſure to hit his 
_ © complexion; Then muſt Mes. Turner, the Lay-Miſtreſs of 
the Poyſons, adviſe what works at preſent, and what at di- 
.* ſtance : Then muſt Weſton be the Tormentor, and chaſe him 
© with Poyſon after Poyſon, Poyſen in Salt-meats, Poyſon in 
Sheet: meats, Pyſon_in Medicines and Vomits, until at laſt 
© his Body was atmoſt come by uſe or, Poyſons, to the 
State of Mb, late by the uſe Treac'e, and Preſerva- 
lives, that the force of the Feyſent was, blunted upon bim; 
* Weſton confeſling, when he was chid for not diſpatching him, 
© that he hae given him enouygd to poyſon twenty Men. 

And laſtly, Becauſe bf this asked time, courſes were ta- 


gen by Somerſet, bath to divert. all the true means of Over- 
* bury's delivery, and to entertain him with continual 1 
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c partly with hopes and proteſtations for his deliyt u, and parts: 
iy with other Fables and Negotiations, e like wi E 
* kind of Perſons which keep in a Tale of Fortune-telling, 
© when they have a felonious Intent to pick their Prekets: 
© and Pwſes. ' And this is thei true Nartation of this act, 
« which I have ſummarily recited. Zoo cated rs 
Now for the Diftribution of the Proofr, there are four 
heads to prove you guilty, whereof two are precedent to 
© the Impoyſonment, the third is preſent, and the fourth is fol- 
* lowing or ſubſequent; for it is in Proofs,as it is in lights, chere 
0 i 45 light, and there is a reflection of light, and a 
6 OU 2N . | | 4 N N , R 
* The firft head or proof is, That there was'a root of 
* Bitterneſs, a mortal Malice or hatred mixed with a deep and 
* bottomleſs Miſchief, that you had to Sir Thomas Overbury,. 
* The ſecond is, That you were the principal Actor, and 
* had your hand in all thoſe acts, which did conduce to the 
* Impoyſonment, and gave opportunity to effect ir, without 
* which the Impoyſonment could never have been, and which 
could ſeem to tend to no other end; but to the Impoy- © 
The third is, That your hand was in the very Impoy- 
* ſonment it ſelf, that you did direct Poyſon, and that you. 
did deliver Payſon, and that you did continually hearken to 
* the Succeſs of the Impoyſonment, and that you ſpurred. it 
7 and called for diſpatch, when you thought it linger- 


And laſtly. That you did all things aſter the Impoyſon- 
ment which may detect a guilty Conſcienee for the ſmo- 
* thering of it, and the ayoiding of puniſhment for it, which 
can bè but of three kindes. n OW 
© That you ſuppreſſed, as much as in you was, teſtimonyj; 
* that you did detace, deſtroy, clip and miſdate all Writings - 92 
* that might give light to the Impoyſonment ; and you 
did flye to the Altar of guiltineſs, which is a Pardo of 
a — er, and a Pardon for your ſelf, and not for yo¹ 
ein this, my Lord, I convert my Speech unto you, be : 
cauſe I would have you altec the Points of your Charge, 
and ſo make your: defence the better. And to of theſe. 
Heads I have taken to my ſelf, and left the other to the 
« King's two Serjeants, e. 
© For the firſt main part, which is the mortal Malice coup» - 
© led with fear, that was in you, to Sir Thomas Overbury, al. 
though you did palliate it with a great deal Hypocriſie and 
© Diffimutation, even to the very End, 1 will prove it, my 
© Lord Steward, the root of this Hate, was that which co 
© many a Man's Life, that is, fear of diſcovering Secrets, 
* I fay. of Secrets of à dangerous and high Nature; where-, 
in the Courſe that I will hold, ſhall be this. 


* 


2 
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' _* T will ſhew that a Breach, and Malice was betwixt my 
D Lord and Overbury, and that it burſt forth into; violent 
. : *©threats and'menaces, on both files. 
* Secondiy, That theſe, Secrets were not of a light, but of 
© an high nature, I will give Yau the Elevation of the Pol, 
they were ſuch, as my Lord of: Somerſet had made a: Vow, 
© that Overbury ſhauld, neither, live in Court, nor Country; 
that he had likewiſe opened himſelf. ſo. far, that either be or 
© bimſelf. muſt dye for it: and of Overbmys * he had threat- 
© ned my Lord, that whether he did live or die, my Lord's ſhame 
© ſhould never die, but that be would leave him the moſt odious 
Aan inthe World: And further, that my Lord was like enough 
© to repent, where Querbury, wrote, which was in the Tower of 
4 388 be Mas a Prophet in that, ſo there is the higheſt of 
-th cret. 8 15 . a 
Thirdly, 1 wil) ſhew. you that all the King's buſine was 
© by my Lord, put into Operbmy's Hands, ſo as there is work 
enough for Secrets whatſoever, ; they writ them, and like 
| 2 they had confederates, their Cypbers and their Fw- 
* And Laſtly, I will ſhew you that it was but a Toy, to 
* ſay the Malice was only in reſpect he ſpake diſhonourably 
© of the Lady, or for doubt of breaking the Marriage, for 
© that Over buy was Coadjutor to that love, and the Lord of 
© Somerſes was as, deep in ſpeaking ill of the Lady as Overbwy ; 
© and again, it was too late for that Matter, for the bargin 
© of the Match was then made, and paft ; and if it had been 
na more than to remove Overbury for diſturbing the Match, 
it had been an eaſie matter to have landed over Overbury, 
* for which they had a fair way, but that would not ſerve. 
And Laſtly, Periculum periculo vincitur, to go ſo far as an 
Impoyſonment, muſt have a deeper malice then flaſhes, for 
* the Cauſe muſt have a Proportion tothe Effect. 
For the next general Head or Proof, whi h, conſiſts in the 
- © Atts preparatory or middle Acts, they are in, eight ſeveral | 
points af the Compals, as. * tbem. 
Firſt, There were divers device: 


vices and projects to ſet 
© Overbwy's Head on work, to. diſ 75 N 

I bim, plotted between the Counteſs of Eſſex, and the Ear 
©.of Somerſer, and the Nl of Northampton, he fell 
upon the Impoyſonment, for always before Men fix upon 

| y 2 OT 18 | N 
l de ſome rejection ; but dye 


| _ © a courſe of Miſchief, there wi 
-* Secondly, That my Lord of Jomeſet was principal Pra- 


1 = 


he muſt,” one way or other. 
- —< Qiſer, I muſt ſpeak it, in a moſt perfidious Manner; to ſet 
; ©'a Trap and, Train for Qberbury, to get bim into the Tower, 
f without which they durſt not attempt the Impoyſonment. 
- - © Thirdly, That the plaging ot the Lieutenant Telvis, one 
bx the Impoß ſoners, pas done by my Lord of Sumer- 
mY t. 8 8 15 >. * een ort Hind ; n 


* 


© Foprth- 
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„ Fourthly, That the placing of Veſtan the Underkeeper, | 
* who was the principal Impoyſoner, and the dif placing of 
teen * 


* Cary, and the doing all this within the ſpace of fil 
after Overbury's' commitment, was by the means and coun- 
* tenance of my Lord of Somerſet : And theſe were the active 
©Inftruments of the Impoyſonment, and this was a Buſineſs 
the Ladies power could not reach unto,” © OO 

* Fifthly, That becauſe there muſt be a cauſe of this Tra- 
* gedy to be act, and chiefly, becauſe they would not have 
the Poyſons work upon the ſudden, and for that the ſtrength 
* of Overbury's Nature, on the very cuſtom of receiving the 
* Poyſons into his Body, did overcome the Poyſons that they 
* wrought not ſo faſt ; therefore Overbury muſt be held in 
* the Tower, as well as he was laid in; and as my Lord of 
* Somerſer got him into the Trap, ſo he keeps him in, and 
* abuſeth him with continual hope of liberty, but diverted all 
the true and effectual means of his liberty, and makes light 
* of his ſicknels and extremities, enn 
Sixthly. That not only the Plot of getting Overbury into 
the Tower, and the Devices to hold and keep him there, 
but the ſtrange manner of the cloſe keeping of him, be- 
F ing in but for a Contempt, was by the device and means 
* of my Lord of Somerſet, who denied his Father to fee him, 
denied his Servants that offered to be ſhut up cloſe Priſoners 
© with him, and in effect handled it fo, that he made him cloſe 
* Priſctier to all bis Friends, and expoſed to all his Ene- 

« 'Seyenthly, That all the Advertiſements the Lady received 
from time ro time, from the Liemenamt or Weſton touchi 
* Overbury's ſtate of Body and Health, were ever ſent ni 
to the Court, though it were in progreſs; and that from 
* my Lady, ſuch a thirſt and liſtening ne had to hear that 


pe was diſpatched. 


Laſtly. That there was a continual Negotiation to ſet 

© Overbury's Head on work, that he ſhould make ſome to 

© clear the Honour of the Lady, and that he fhould be a 

good Inſtrument towards her, and her Friends. all Which 

« was but Entertainment: For your Lordſhips'thall ſee divers 

© of my Lord of Nerthampton's Letters '( whoſe Hand was wap 
A 


in this Buſineſs ) written, I muſt ſay in dark words 


© clauſes, that there was one thing pretended ; and another 
thing intended. That there was à real Charge, and ſome- 
* whar not real, a main drift and diſſimulation: Nay, fur-. 
« ther, there be lome paſſages which the Peers in their wir- 
doms will difcern, to point directiy at the Poyſonment. - 


After this ſpeech of Sit Frantis Bachm, © Somerſers Tryal 
proceeded, in which things appear'd ſo foul, that he was 
found guilty by his Peers; and received Sentence of Death: 


After which, notwithſtanding, that ſevere Imprecation x 
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+ the Kings before · mentioned, ( wiſhing, That if be ſpar d any 
den were ſound guilty,; That tie Curſe of G 0.D might light 0 
bim and bi Poſterity for. euer) yet both ti 72 * his "Coun. 
teſs (after having been found guilty ) found the Kin 
Mercy; and were-{-after ſome time of Impriſonment in 
the Tower) ſet at Liberty, holding their Lives by a Leaſe 
of the Kings Will; ltving. in a private and almoſt obſcure 
Condition: Being tor many years a Living Example, That 
no Happineſs can be truly Eſtabliſh'd but on the Foun. 
.dation of Juflice. For that Love that made them break 
through all oppoſitions, either by her dedining to ſome New 
Object (as was the common Rumour ) on his inclining to 
Reluctancy for the old) grew ſo weak, that it pined away, 
and they lived long after. ( tho' in one Houſe ) as Strangers 
one to another. (For the Earl lived Twenty Four years after, and 
ſaw his Daughter Married to the late Duke of Bedford, who was 
the Mother of many. worthy Children; whereof che Great 
Lord Ruſſel, the Father of the preſent Duke of Bedfor d, who 
was beheaded in King Charles the Second's. Reign, was one.) 
The Counteſs died before the Earl. And her Death was as Infa- 
-mous as ber Life: His was without Fame; the obſcurity of 
the reft of his Life, darkning the Splendor of it. And tho 
The died as it were in a corner, yet the loathſomeneſs of it 
made it as Confpicuous as on the Houſe-top :. For that part 
of her Body which had been the receptacle of her Sin, grew 
' rotten ; and, tho' ſhe never had but one Child, yet the Liga · 
ments failing. it fell down, and was caſt away in flakes, with 
a-moſt- Nauſeous and putrid Savour; which to augment, 
ſhe would rout her ſell in her gun Ordure. in her Bed, and 
took delight in it. Thus ber Affections varied: For no- 
thing could be found ſweet enough to augment her Beauties at 
firſt, and nothing ſtinking enough to decipher her Loathſome- 
neſs at laſt. Let none think the Expreſſions are too ſharp, 
for thet are to illuſtrate the Glory of Divine Juſtice, who in 
bis Juſt Ballances often makes our Puniſhments of Equal 
weight with our Sins. 3 
As to the Earl, with repect to his Petſon. he was rather 
well-compatted than tall; his Features aud Farour comely 
and handſome, rather than Beautiful; the hair of his Head 
flaxen, that of his Face tinctut'd with Yellow, of the Sycam- 
brian Collour: In his own nature of a gentle Mind, and af- 
fable Diſpoſition; having Publick Aﬀettions till they were 
all ſwallowed up in this Gulph of Beauty, which did preci- 
pitate him into theſe dangerous Contrivances: For that which 
made his arrears falſe, diverted his Publick Affections to 

his Private Intereſt; and when he found bimſelf guilcy of 


- what he thought might ruine him, he grew covetoùs to heap 


that together which, he thought might preſerve him. So that 
at. one breach- that dur Corruptions make, many Miſchiefs 
follow in the Crowd. And if he had not met we a 

| Woman, 


\ 


— , ac. == . 25 2 — * 


ena edt w' om 


bim, in her lewd way of Living. And w 
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Woman, he might have been a good Man. But Trials and 
Frong Temptations Enhance the Price of . th and tho 
ſtronger the Oppoſition, the more Noble the Combat: But 
to be overcome, debaſeth a Man the more, by how much 


his Fall is the greater. — But: we are calld to attend the 


next New Favourite 3. for enough has been ſaid of Some» ſer, 
 Somerſer's Fall, made way for the New Favourites riſe : 

For now Sir George Villers reigns with any Control; riſing, 
in Honour, as well as ſwelling in Pride: Breaking out 0 
thoſe modeft Bounds that formerly had impaled him, into 
the high-way of Pride and Scorn, turning out, and putting 
in, all be pleaſed; Made firft Earl, and then Marqueſs,” and 
afterwards Duke of Byckingham, 28 great in Title as in Favout : 
And lying thus in the Kings Boſom, Every Man paid Tribute 
to his Smiles: For Worceſter was bought off to make him 

and Nottingbæm, that famous Admiral 


Mafter of the 71 | 

againſt the Syanyh Invalion in Eighty Eight, was bought aff 
to make him Admiral : And what may not this Man have, 
who is not only Maſter of his Horſe and of his Ships, but or 
his Heart alſo ? His Mother is created à Counteſs by Patent; 
ker Eldeſt Son firft made Sir Fahn Villers, after viſtum Pur- . 
beck, married to the Daughter and Heir of the Lady Elizaber 
Hatton, by Sir Edward cant; a Lady of Tranſcending Beauty, 
but accus d for wantonneſs. Purbeck not well able to look 
down from theſe great Heights, got-a dizzineſs- in his head, 
which confia'd him to a dark Room, it being given out that 


he was mad; but Pay atten, wht, That be had more Wit 


and Honeſty than all the Kindred befide, and kept his Brother 
within ſome Pound: of Honeſty and Modeſty, While he lyd 
about him, and would ſpeak plain Engliſh to him when he ſaw 
there was occaſion: For 1 Plainneſs, when they had no 
Colour to put him from his Brother, they practiſed to make 


him mad. And thought that che beft way to bring that wick - 


ed Stratagem io effect, was by Count IAN againſt 
ä n Purbeck on a 
pretence of Madneſs was thus put from Court, none are ad- 


mitted to ag ann with Buckingham but Bawds: and Paraſites, 


and ſuch as humour'd him in his unchaſte Pleaſures; ſo 
that ſince his ficſt being à pretty harmleſs affable Gentleman, 
he grew inſolent, cruel, and a Monſter not to be Endu d. His 
other Brother, was alſo firſt made Sir Chriſtopher Villers, and 

afterwards created Earl of Angleſey, whoſe Honour mix'd with | 
a weak Brain, cou'd not buoy: him up from ſinking into that di- 


ſtemper that drowns the beſt Wits. His Siſter alſo ſoon after 


ſhined in the ſame Sphere of Honour with his Mother, her 


Husband being from a Priva e Gentleman made Earl of Den- 


bigh, And ſo ſure were all his Relations of Honour and Pre- 


ferment, that happy was that Man that cou'd get 2 Kinſwo.. 


man; for it was the next way to ſome thriving Office, or 
ſome new ſwelling Title. So that the King, u ho never mug | 
1 . Ft 0 care 


. 


— 
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.cared for Women, Che having other Recreations ) had his 
Court ſwarming, with Buck ing bam's Kindred ; ſo that even - 


the little ones would dance up and down the Privy Lodgin 
like Pharies; and to be. ſure it was no ſmall Sip that out 

maintain. all thoſe, Se G-- - 
Take this further notable inſtance of the influence of Buck. 
| Nr all matters: Sir Hemy Mountague, Lord Chief Juſtice, 
laid down -twenty : thouſand. pound for the Office of Lord 
. Treaſurer, 8 thing might be had for money) and 
Jet notwithſtanding this great Sum, before the Year was out, 
it was conferr d upon Sir Lionel Cranfield; the Pretence for 
- this was, that he having been a Citizen of Ln ion bred up in 
the Cuſtom-Houſe, and knowing the Secret Contrivances of 
| thoſe Officers, was thought . fitteſt to manage the Kings Re- 
venus: But the true reaſon of his Advancement to this *Of- 
ice was, That he had married one of Buckingham's Kinſ 
women; which preſently after caus'd him to be made Earl of 
+ Middleſex. But: the Reader will perhaps wonder what Satis- 
faction was made to the Lord Chief Juſtice for his twenty 
thouſand pounds; why as to that, he was for his Money 
made a Precedent, às ſome jeſled: The King finding him a Man 
intelligent in all the great Affairs of State, made him Lord 
Preſident of the Council, Viſcount .. Mandevile, and Fat” of 
0 ——— and after the death of M orceſt er, was Lord Privy 
Seal. 9 at N h | 3 4 
But tho Buckingham-/in appearance ated all theſe Removes 
and Advancements, yet his Mother the Counteſs was the Se- 
cret Spring that may'd all; for her hand was in all Tranf 
actions hoth of Church and Sate; and ſhe muſt needs know 
the Diſpoſition of all things, when ſhe had a feeling of ever) 


9 


Mans Pulſe : For moſt Addreſſes were made to her firſt, and 


by her convey'd to her Son, for he looked after his Pleaſure 
more than his Profit; which made Gondemer write Joakingly 
in his Diſpatches into Spain, That there was never more hope 
of England's Converſion to Rome, than now; for there were 
— Prayers and Oblations offer d here to the Mother than 
Nor was it without Reaſon, for the Marquis ( for he was 
not yet made a Duke) had other Buſineſs to do; the Court- 
ing of Ladies was a great part of his Province; for as he 


was a Man of Excellent Symmetry and Proportion of Parts 


himſelf; ſo he affeQed Beauty where he found it; but yet 
look d upon the whole Race of Women as inferiour things; 
and uſed them as if the Sex were one, beſt pleas d with all. 
And if his Eye culld out a wanton Beauty, he had his 
Setters that cou'd ſpread his Nets, and point a Meeting 
at ſome Ladies Houſe, where he ſhould come as by accident, 
and find Acceſs, whi'e all his Train attended” at the 
Door, as if it were an henourahle Viſit. Nay, the King him- 
felf wou'd be ſerviceable to him in his lewd Amours; _ 

. . that 


wn 2 . An en. 
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that the Reader may not ſpeak. without Book, J will iütance 


in two Examples: Firſt, Ihe King entertain d Sir Foha Crafts 
and his Daughter, a Beautiful Laſs, at New Aſartet, cauſing 
them ro ſit at Table with the King; which he did that Buck - 
ing bam might have the better opportunity to Vitiate her. 
e Secon4 Inftance is Mrs. Dorothy Gawdy, a rare Creature 
indeed; King James carried Buckingham to Cwford, that he 
might have his Will on that Beauty : But Sir Nicholas Bacen s 
Sons, convey'd her out of a Window into a Private Chamber, 
over the Leads, and ſo diiappointed the Duke of his wicked i 
pare In which cleanly: Conveyance, Sir Edward, Peyran , 
The Earl of Rutland, of à Noble Family, had; but one 
Daughter to be the Heireſs of his great, Fortune, and he 
tempts her, carries her to his Lodgings in White-Holl, keeps. 
ber there for ſome: time, and then returns her back again 
to her Father. Upon which, the Stout Old Earl ſeat him a 
threatuing Meſſage, That he had tog much of à Gentleman 
to ſuffer ſuck an Indignity; and if he did not marry, his. 
DagNeeT) to repair her Honour, no Greatneſs ſhould. prate& 
him from his juſtice. Buckingham, that perhaps made it his; 
Deſign to get the Fathers good Will this wa being the 


reateſt Match in the Kingdom) had no r to miſlike 


— 


che Union; therefore he quickly: ſalved up the Wound, be. 


fore it grew to a Quarrel: And if this Marriage cpu d have 
ſtopt er by his Sins of this kind, he had had the. 
lels eo anſwer for. But many other Adventures of this Nas, 
ture ſhe wed the contrary. Yet let us leave him-a while to 
purſuęe his Pleaſures; of which Dancing was. one, he being, 

an Excellent Dancer, which perhaps Ws one of his Chiet 
Accompliſhments; and which, by his frequent uſe of it, he. 
brought ſo much in Faſhion, that the King allow'd of it as 
2 Sabah. h e rd aber oy Sth ty 
For ſome of the Biſhops, pretending Recreations and Liber- 
ty to Servants, and the Common People, (of which the 

were always ready to carve themſelves too much) procured 
the King to put out a Proclamation to permit Dancing a- 
bout May-poles, Church -Ales, and ſuch debauched Exerciles 
upon the Sabbath Day after Eyening Prayer, (being a ſpecious 
way to make the King and them acceptable to the Mobb.) 
which Book or Proclamation came out with a Command En- 
joyning all Miniſters to read it to their Pariſhioners, and to 
approve of it; and thoſe that did not, were brought into the 
High- Commiſſien, impriſoned, and ſuſpended: It being in- 
deed no other than a Trap to catch Conſcientious Men, Which 
they could no otherwiſe, with all their Cunning, inſnare. For 
they would preach the Goſpel in à Fool's Coat, ( as ſome of 
them Expreſs'd it) rather than be filenc'd for a Surplis; nei - 
ther cou'd the Signing with the Croſs in Bapriſm, or the Cir» 


cle of the Ring in Marrivge, make *a well compoſed I 
| al 
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and aſound Conſcience ſtart at it. But when ſo frigheſut 
an Apparition as the Dancing-Book appeared, many of che moſt 
fober and Orthodox Minifters left their Benefices rather than 
comply therewith. It was theſe and ſuch-like Machinations 
of the Biſhops, to maintain their Temporal Greatneſs, Eaſe 
and Plenty, that made the very Stones in the Walls of their 
Palaces, and Brams in the Timber, afterwards cry out; mol. 
der away, and come to nothing: ' Whereas if thoſe in moſt 
Authority had not been ſo Pragmatical, but holy, prudent, 
and pious Men, (as ſome of them then were, and as moſt of 
them now are) their Light had not then gone out as it did, 

offenſive to the Noſtrils even of the Rubbiſh of the People. 
And now as the King by his Book of Sports had recom- 
mended the Prophaning of the Sabbath to the People, ſo he 
put it in Practice himſelf, for if the Court were ta remove on 
Munday, the Kings Carriages muſt go out on the Lord's Day 
before it; all times being now alike. - This is matter of Fact; 
for theCourt being to remove toTheobalds the next Day, the Car- 
riapes went through the City of London on the Sabbath, with a 
great deal of Glatter and Noiſe in the time of Divine Service. 
The Lord Mayor hearing of it, commanded them to be ſtopt: 
Upon which, the Officers of the Carriages went with a great 
deal of Violence, and loud Complaints to the Court; and the 
matter being preſented to the King with as much Aſperity as 
Men in 3 1 croſſed in — Humours) on 45 
it; It put the King into a great Rage, Swearing be thaug ht 
r has ge more Kings in England but bimſelf; but afterhe 
was a little cooled, he ſent a Warrant to the Lord Mayor, com- 
manding him to let them paſs : Which the Lord Mayor obey- 
ed with this Anſwer, While it was in my Power, I did my Duty; 
but that being taken away by @ higher Power, it is my Duty 10 


But our following the Kings Favourites ſo faft, has caus'd 
us to make too much haſte; and omit the Relation of the 
Death of Prince Henry, which happened in the year 1612. 
A Prince as Eminent in Nobleneſs of Mind, as in Blood; 
having a Spirit too full of Life and Splendo:, to be ſhrouded in 
a Cloud of Fleſh: If that which gave Life to his Life had 
been leſs, it might have happily continu'd longer: Not that 
_ ' there was too much Oyle, or that concurrent natural Bel- 

ſJemym in this fair and well-compoſed Lamp, to Extinguiſh 
it ſelf ; But the Light that came from it might caſt ſo ra- 
diant a Luſtre, that (by darkning others) it came to loſe the 
benefit of its own glory. Jealouſie is like a Fire that burns 
all before it, and that fire is hot enough to diſſolve all 

Bonds that tends to the Diminution of a Crown, The 
Pringe of Span (his Contemporary) Son to Philip the Se- 
cond, not long before this, like a young Phaeton, wiſh'd 
himſelf but one Day in his Fathers Throne, and he fell not 

long after into the hard hand of an Immature Fate, þefore he 


cou'd 
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cou'd ſtep into the Chariot. So dangerous are the Par! s 
of Greatneſs, that the Tongue many times rouling aſide, 
makes Men tread awry. Strange Rumours were. rais'd upon 
this ſudden Expiration of the Prince; a Prince that was the 
Darling of the People, and whom all Europe expected to be 
the Promoter of ſome great and Famous Action, becauſe his 


| Inclination' was bent to Military Affairs abore his, Years : 


He alſo ſhew'd a great Maturity of Judgment in matters of 
State, diſcourſing 6 above the rate of his Vears) of the moft 
Arduous Affairs, and making choice of the Ableſt Company, 
which be much delighted in, and of whom he would take Ad- 
vice and Counſel. This Ripeneſs of Judgment, and Dexte- 
rity in Military Affairs, (being very expert in forming the 
Models of any fort of Battles) ſtirt'd up the natural Fear 
of King James, and made him think he might be ready for 
the Crown be'ore he was willing to part with it. Some that 
knew the Bickerinzs between the Prince and the then Vic 
count Mcheſter, muttered out: dark Sentences, that durſt not 
look jnto the Light; eſpecially Sir Fames Elphinzton, who 
( obſerving the Prince to be one day diſcontented with the 
Viſcount ) offered to kill him; but the Prince reproy'd him 
with a Noble Spirit, ſaving, If there were Cauſe, be wou'd do 
it binſ-if. However it was, the Phyſicians about the Prince, 
gave it under their hands, that he died of a Strong Malignant 
Feaver, (and ſuch are all violent- Diſſolutions, where Nature 
hath power of Reſiſtance ) that his Liver was pale and livid, 
dead-lice, the Gall had no Gall, but was full of Wind, the 
Spleen was unnaturally black, and the Lungs in many place 
ſpotted with much Corruption, the Midriff or  Diaphragma 
blackifh, and the Head in ſome places full of Blood, and in 
ſom? places full of clear Water. Thus was he Anatomized, 
to amuze the World, and clear the ſuſpition of Poylon, as if no 
Venoms cou'd produce theſe Effects. He died the Sixth of 
November, and was carried in a Hearſe ( Triumphing even 
in Death) to Weſtminſter, the ſeventh of December Fol- 
lowing ; the Pomp of the Funeral being fully complegted 
with the Feople'> Tears and Lamentations 4 who truly mourn'd 
for ths "Loſs of ſo brave a Prince. But tbo' the People 
mourtd, the Court went not into ' Mourning, the King com- 
manding the Contrary z and he sou'd have it believ'd to 
proceed from the grearnel3 of his Sorrow; which was ſo in- 
tenſe,” that he wou'd have nothing in his Eye to bring ſo fad / 
a Meſſage to his Heart. But the fecret and true reaſon 
was, That the ſollity, Feaſting and Magpificence of the Ap- 
proac hing Chriftmas might not be laid afide. . 
Soon atter the Prince's Funeral, ſollow'd the Lady ERza- 
beth's Wedding, who was married to the Prince Flector Pal aꝛ- 
tine of the Rhine, with all the Pomo and Grandeur that the 
Court could Expreſs; tho' it proved to her hut a very nnfor- 
cunate Match: Of which we ſhall bave (ccaſion 0 ſpeak 
Wore by and by, | . | 
Aa In 
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In the year 1618. A blazing Comet appeared in Zibrg, 
whoſe bearded Beams govered the Virgin-Sign : It began the 
18th of November, and diſ-appear'd 16th of December follow- 
ing; making in 28 Days Motion its Circumpyration over moſt 
parts of the Known World; extending its radiant Locks (by 
the Obſervation of Aſtronomers ) ſometimes forty five degrees 
in length. What was preſaged hereby, was variouſly con- 
jedur'd; but certain it is they make not their Courſe in 
vain. And the common Lot of Mortality ( Death ) taking 
hold of Queen Anne ſoon after, the Common People, who 
naturally admire their Princes, and place them in a Region 
above ordinary Mortals, thought this great Light in Heaven 
was ſent as a Flambeau to her Funeral; their dark Minds 
not diſcovering that while this Blaze was burning, the Fire 
of War broke out in Bobemia, wherein many Thouſands 
periſhed. As to Queen Anne, tho' ſhe was none of 
the moſt Celebrated Vertues, yet ſome grains of Allowance 
ought to be given her: For tho the King ſometimes gave her a 
Vilt ; yet he never lodg'd a Night with her for many years, 


for his faculty lay another way, being more addicted to the 


love of Men than Women; ſo that even when his Favou- 
tites married, the heat of his Aﬀettions abated : Being 
therefore as it were left alone by the King, it is not to be 
wonder'd at that ſhe Endeavour'd to give her ſelf what con · 
tent ſhe could in her own Houſe, with ſuch Recreations as 
might while away the time, and not make it ſeem tedious 
to her. And conſidering her Station, ſhe was not tempted 
from that height ſhe ſtood on, to Embroil her Spirit with 
things below her: Nor carry on deſigns againſt the Intereſt 
of the Nation, as her Succeſſor did. Inftead of which, 
Queen Anne was more addicted to her Pleaſures: But at 
laſt, laying aſide all thoſe Stately footings in Court-Dances 
which ſhe had trod, her Beauty being faded, her ſtrength fai- 
- ling, ber Youth metamorphes'd to Age, and her Health to 
Sicknels, : | 


| * onto the Graves dark Houſe ſe did deſcend, cz 
And all ver Priſtine Glories bad an end, 8 


After her Death, the King was ſo good-natur'd, as to 
write the following Copy of Verſes upon her, with his own 

hand, which I have inſerted out of an Ancient Manu- 

ſcript : Toe Oy | 


Thee to invite, the Great GOD ſent bis Star; 
Whoſe Friends and nearejt Kin, good Princes are: 
ho tho they run the Race of Man, and dye, 
, Death ſerves but to refine 1{etr Ma eſty: 


* 
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$o did my Queen from hence her Court remove, 

And left off Earth, to be Enthron'd Above: 

She's chang'd, not Dead; for ſure no good Prince dies; 
But like the Sun, does only Set, to Kiſe. | 


We have already made mention of the Lady Elizabeth, 


the Kings Daughter, and her being married to the Prince 
Elector Palatine ;, it will now be neceſſary to mention how 
that Prince, by relying on the Power and Aſſiſtance of his 
Father-in-Law, was ſhamefully ruin'd by the Cowardice o 
the King, to ſay no worſe, * For the. better underſtandin 

of which, tis neceffary to acquaint the Reader with that which 
was the occaſion thereof; which I ſhall do with as much 
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brevity as the matter will admit: For tho' theſe things were 


publickly tranſacted in the Face of the World, yet the Con- 


ſequences of them had a mighty influence into the Secret 
Hiſtory of this Reign. 


The Houſe of 4uſtvis having a long time feather'd their 


Mefts with the Eagle's Plumes, grew formidable to the 


Princes and States of Ger many: And becauſe the Popes had 


ſhrewdly plum'd ſome of their Predeceſſors, till they had 
wrefte:l moſt part of Ita) from the Empire, they were con- 
tent to maintain their Grandeur by the Popes Power, and ta 
ingratiate themſelves the more with that Pontiff, became great 
Periecutors of the Reformed Religion. uy 

A little before this time, Ferdinand, (ho was Unc'es Son 
to Mathias the Emperour ) was crowned King of Bobemia, with 
this Reſervation, that he ſhould not Exerciſe the Power of 
a King, as long as the old Emperour lived. This kind of 
\ crowning of Kings one in the life of another, was the great 


\ 


Chan, that (Link by Link) held the Empire, and the tao 


Kingdoms of Hungarie and Bohemia together, in the Auſtrian 
Family; ſo that the States of either Kingdom could not, or 
durſt not exert their Strength to ſhake em aſunder. The 


Emperour kept his Court at Vienna, and King Fer din and 5 


Court at Grety in Sti it; ſo that the Goverment of Bobe- 
mia reſted in inch Counſellors as the Emperous Matthias lelt 
there for the Managment of Publick Affairs. | 
But here it is to be noted that the Bohemians at this time, 


as well as their Anceſtors before, had ſhaken off the Popiſh 
Tyranny; wich all the Romiſh Hereſies and Idolatries; ſo. 


that Ziſca, the famous Captain of the Followers of Fota Huſs 
the Martyr, had about an hundred years before, in many 


Fattels ( in oppoſition to the Popiſh Tyranny ) over-thrown = 


the Emperour Sigijmond. But King Ferdingnd was a Zealous 
Maintainer of the Popiſh Supremacy and Ulſurpations, in Re- 
| ligion, as well as Tyranny. So ti:at at this time theſe Coun- 


ſellors and Miniſters with the Archbiſhop of Prague, vio- 


lently broke out, not only co demoliſh the Prot. ſtant Chur- 
A 2 ches; 
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ches, ( contrary to the Liberty of Conſcience, which was 
granted them by Kodolph in the year 1609.) but by the 
help of the Jeſuites, always the bitter Enemies of the Pro- 
teſtants, ſtrove to undermine their Religion itſelf. 

The Proteſtant States and Nobles of the Countrey, ſum- 
moning an Aſſembly, to redreſs their Grievances, were op- 
poſed by ſome of the Emperour's Miniſters of State, the very 
day of their Meeting; which exaiperated them to ſuch a 
height of Paſſion,(being back'd with ſome Forces they brought 
with them for their Security) that they threw Slabata, the 
Emperour's Chief Juſtice, Smeſenſius, one of the Council of 
State, and Fabrictus, a Pragmatical Secretary, from a high 
Window in the Caſtle, down into the Court, though ſome 
of them took little hurt, but liv'd long after. This raſh 
Action the Bohemians ſtrove to palliate by Apologies to the 
Emperour, but at the fame time, to prevent the worſt, ſtrength- 
ened themſelves with new Levies both of Horſe and Foot, the 
better to ſecure their own Peace; , baniſhing thoſe Firebrands 
the Jeſuites out of Prague, whoſe malicious and diſtemper'd 
Zeal ficft kindled the Flame. The Emperour hearing of theſe 
Miſchitts, raiſes an Army under the Command of Count Buc- 
quy; and the Proteſtant States finding the Emperour Ex- 
alperated, raiſe two Armies, one commanded by Count Thurn, 
the other by Count Mansfeildt ; ſome Bickerings paſt between 
the Imperial Army and the Bohemzans, and ſome Towns ta- 
ken on both ſides; but in the heat of this Stir, the old Em- 
perour dies. | | a 

Ferdinand, King of Hungaria and Bohemia, and adopted Heir 
of old Mathias the Emperour, meeting (after Summons ) at 
Frankford, with the three Electors of Man, Cologn, and Tre- 
vers, and only with the Repreſentatives of the other three 
Electors, the Church carried it for him, and he was choten 
King of the Romans, The States of Bebomia diſclaim d the 
Election as invalid, becauſe he could nat be an Elector him- 
ſelf, as King of Bohemia, he having never been actually 
in poſſeſſion of the Crown, And tho' their diſſent cou'd 
not leſſen Ferdinand's Election to the Empire, yet they pro- 
reſted: by Oath never to acknowledge him for theic King. 
Theſe Eruptions made a Noile all over Chriſtendom; and the 
moſt Judicious Men look'd on this keaventy Terch (the late 
Comet we have before ſpoken ot) as fit fewel to, give fire to 
ſuch a Train. ö | 

King Famer, who cou'd not but forę-ſee that this Clap 
would fall heavy upon the Proteſtant Party, ſent the Viſcount 


. , Doncaſter, Extraordinary Ambatlador, to mediate a Kecencili- 


ation, between the Emperour and che Bohemians. and 10 Com- 
plement them into à Peace ; but the Aperity and Bitterneſs was 
too great, to be allay d by his Sweet and Candy'd Comple- 


ments; thoſ2 being fi:ter for the Bo] of Lovers, than the 


Breſts of Armed Men inthe miglt of Hproars and Tummis. 
The 


| 
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The Bohemians continu'd ftill to oppoſe the Election o 
Ferdinand to the Kingdom of Bohemia; and offer d the 
Crown to Charles Duke of Savoy, tho' he was a Popiſh Prince, 
as having a better Title thereto than Ferdinand; his Mo- 
ther being a younger Daughte n of 'Maximillian the 2d. But 
he being prevaiYd upon by. the Poze and Spaniſh Councils, 
' refuſed it, and fo likewiſe did the Duke of Saxony. Where» 
upon they choſe Frederic Count Palatine, who had married 
King Famet his Daughter; hoping from him to receive great 
Aſſiſtance; but found themſelves exceedingly miſtaken. For 
tho Archbiſhop Abbot, (upon the News of this Election) 
with a Zeal worthy of him, vas Earneſt with the King to 
aſſiſt his Son- in law, and wrote a long perſwalive Apology 
concerning that matter; yet neither was King Fames, nor the 
reft of the Biſhops, of the Archbiſhops Mind ; for the King 
would have it that the Election of his Son-in law was upon 
the Score of Religion, ( for which King Fames had no ſuch 
Extraordinary Zeal ) and not Right: And therefore he diſ- 
ſwaded him from it: However, that he might be ſaid to do 
ſomething, he ſent an Ambaſſador to Vienna; and if that 
wou'd'nt do, truly it muſt be undone for him; for he had a 
greater kindneſs for his affected Mort» of Beari Pacifici, than 
to loſe that for the gaining of his Children a Kingdom: 
and therefore if words would not Settle his Son-in-law, 
King Fames wou'd go no farther, and his Son- in- law mult look 
to himſelf. $05 
Frederich being thus forſaken by his Father-in law raiſed 
upon his own Account, Ten tho1|and Foot, and two thou- 
ſand Horſe, and Eatering into Progue, was there crowned 
King on the Fourth of November 1419. and was no ſooner 
Crown'd, but he laid the Foundation of his own Rutae ; 
For Ferdinind having pabl ſh'd an Imperial Ban againſt Fre- 
derick, whereby he was proſcrided and his Dominions de- 
clared forfeited, the Duke of Saxo took the Field with an 
Army of twenty thouſand dien to Ex2cure this Imperi- 
al Ban, and reduced moſt part of Luſatia. But before this, 
the Earls of Thurn and Mansfeldt with a great Army ſtogg 
the ſhock of the Imperial Power in ſeveral Aſſaults; H 
when the King was eftabliſh'd in Botemiz, and his Counſels, 
manag'd by the Prince of Aubalt and the Eacl of Holoch, 
then Thurn and Mansf-1dt were Eclips'd by the brightneſs 
of their Power; for Anhalt muſt be General, and Holoch 
Lieutenant General; and this diſguſting Thurn and Maus- 
feldr, produced unhappy Events. : 15 
gut while they were thus grapling in Bobemia, the Mar- 
quis Spinola was forming an Army in Flanders; upon which 
the Proteſtant Princes of Germany, Confederates to the Pala- 
tine, ( calling themſelves the Princes of the Union) raiſed 
Forces for the Defence of the Palatinate, and their oun In- 


tereſt, under the Command of the Marquels of Anſpach. 
Aa3. But 


4 ' 
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But King James, tho' ſo nearly concern'd, both as to the 
Cauſe of Religion, and the Patrimony of his Children, wou'd 
make no Preparations at all; only ſent to his Ambaſſador at 
Bruſſ-is, commanding him to Enquire for what purpoſe 5Spi- 
nola's Army was called together, the Truce continuing be- 
twixt Spain and the Low Countries; but the Ambaſſador 
cou'd reave little Satisfaction, for the miſchief of it was, 
Spinola's Commiſſion was Seal'd up; and ſo ſubtile were the 
Spaniards, that he had orders not to open it till the Army 
was ready to march. But might not any Man, of but an 
ordivary Underftanding, apprchend that an Army of 26000 
Foot and 400 Horſe, with all Military Proviſions, were not 
to lie ſtill? And tho' the ing was not willing to believe it, 
for al! he had divers Arguments given him, plaialy demonſtra- 
ting that Spimla's Army was intended for the Palatinate, yet 
ſuch was the Trepedity of his Spirit, that nothing cou'd move 
bim 19 do any thing ( at leaft till it was too lire) to preſerve 
hi: Childrens Pati inony: So odious a thing did War appear 
to him, how honourable, juſt and necefſary ſoever it was, to 
undertake it. 
For in the diſguſted State the New King ſtood in with 
the Bobemians, he had with-drawn ſo great Forces out of the 
Palatinate, that he left ic Expoſed to the Ravages of the 
Spaniards, who unler the Command of Ambroſe Count Spinvla, 
now made General of the Spaniſh Army .under the Archduke 
Albert (KingFames's Renowned and Dear Brother, as he call'd him 
in his Treaty of the ſecond year of his Reign) made terrible 
Wars in the Palatinaze, By which we may ſee how unhappy 
King Fames was in the Peace or Truce he procured the King 
of Spain and the Archduke to make with the Durch, Anno. 
1609. for Twelve years: For in this Interval the Dutch did 
not only retrieve their Cautionary Towns out of the Kings 
Poſſeſſion ; but, the Truce ſtill continuing, the Arch Dube 
had both an Opportunity to Aſſiſt the Emperour, and to (end 
Spinals with an Army to invade the Palatinate. And the 
Emperout having by an Imperial Ban (as has already been ſaid) 
Proſcribed the Kings Son- in-law, as a Traitor and a Rebel to 
ke Empire, and thereupon forfeited his Electoral Dignity 
and Eſtate; he gave it to Maximilian Duke of Bavaria; and 
committed the Execution of it to the Arch- Duke Albert, the 
Elector of Saxony, and Duke of Bavaria, And this was the 
Effect of King Fames his Ambaſſage to Vienna, and to the 
Fropongon he made there, That is Son ſhall poſſeſs the 
Crown ot Hovem'a; inftead whereof, his Children's Patrimony 
is now like to be loſt, And yer that it might not be ſaid 
5 the King Sat ſtill, and took no further Care of it, he ſent 
| | another Amhaſſ.dor to the Archduke, to Bruſſels, to expo - 
ſtulate the matter; and this was the utmoſt he was able to 
do; and to do even this, he was forc'd to ſtrain his Credit. 
But after all, he ſuffers his good Nature to be work'd upon, 


and 


* 
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and left this ſhou'd not do, conſents ( tho' ſore againſt his 
will; for he car d as little for em, as any of his Sons.) to call 
another Parliament; and try their Good Will in this matter: 

But here it will not be amiſs to let the Reader know what 
made the King ſo unwilling to fall out with the Spaniards ; 
Which in ſhort was, he had ſome time ago, wy. in Anno 
1617. ſent to Sir Fobn Digby, his Leidger Ambaſſador in Spain, 
to treat of a Marriage between the Prince of Wales (Charles) 
and the Infants Maria, Siſter to that King. No Wife wou'd 
do for his Son, but a Princeſs 3 and no Priaceſs but one that 
was a Catholick, which he he thought the Catholick King 
could beſt furniſh him with, And ſo ſtrangely was the Glory 
of this Match riveted in the Kings Breſt, that if he can but 
get the Infants of Spain for his Daughter-in law, he cares 
not what becomes of his own Daughter, and her Children. 
And therefore his Son in-law muſt not he aſſiſted, nor the Pala- 
tinate protected from the Ravages of the Duke of Bavaria, 
to whom the Emperour had given it, left the Spaniards ſhould _ 
be offended, and the Match miſcarry : Fot this was the De- 
ſign his Heart was ſet upon. And though he did not ab- 
ſolutely renounce the Proteſtant Religion, and turn Papiſt, to 
effect it, yet he made ſuch large Conceſſions in their Favour, 
25 is almoſt enough to perſwade one that he had a mind to 
it, and been oyer-perſwaded by the Pope, who writ to him 
on purpoſe, and Complements him to that“ End: And to 
read the mutual Letters that paſt on both, ſides between 
the, Pape and the Prince of Wales, one could not judge leſs 
than that That was the Deſign of it: Both being ſo Extra- 
ordinary, that our Secret Hiftory would not be compleat, 
ſhould we omit to inſert em. Tnat from the Fope to the 
Prince, runs thus: x 


* Moſt Noble Prince, Health and Light of Divine Grace: 
Foraſmuch as Great britain hath always been fruitful ia 
* Vertues and Men of Meris, having filled the one and the 
other World, with the Glory of her Renowa ; ſhe doth al- 
* ſo very often attract the Thoughts of the Holy Apoſto i- 
* cal Chair, #0 the Conſideration of her Praiſes. And in- 
© deed the Church was but theg in her Infancy, when the 


'* King of Kings did chooſe her“ for his Inheritance; and ſo 


* affectionately, that, it is thought the Roman Eagles pre- 
© yailed not ſo much as the Banner of the Croſs; beſides 
that many of her Kings, inſtrudted in the Knowledge of 
© the true Salvation, have preferred the Croſs before the 
© Royal Scepter, and the Diſcipline of Religioa before Cove- 
* touſnes;z leaving Examples of Piety1o other Nations, and 
to the Ages yet to come. So as having merited the Prin- 
© cipal and chief Places of Bleſſedneſs in Heaven, they have 
© obtained on Earth the Triumphant Ornaments of true 
* Holinels, And tho' now the State of the Engliſh 9 
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© be alter'd, yet we fee the Court of Great Brita'n adorned 
* and furniſhed with Moral Vertues, which might ſerve to 
* ſupport the Charity that we bear unto her, and be an Or- 
* nament to the Name of Chriſtanity; if withal ſhe could 
have for her Defence and Protection the Orthodox and Caths- 
* lick Truth: Wherefore by how much the Glory of your 
* moſt Noble Father, and the Apprehenſion of your Royal 
Diſpoſition delights us, with ſo much more Zeal we de- 
© fire thar the- Gates of the Heavenly Kingdom might be 
* opened unto you; and that you might purchaſe to your 
© ſelf the Love of the Univerſal Church. Moreover, it be- 
© ing certain that Gregory the Great of moſt ble ſſed Memory, 
path introduced to the Engliſh People, and taught their 
* Kings the Law of the Goſpel, and the reſpect to Apoſtolical 
Authority; We, as inferiour to him, in Holineſs and Vertue, 
but Equal in Name and Degree of Dignity, it is very rea- 
*. fonable that We following his bleſſed Steps, ſhould endea- 
© vour the Salvation of thoſe Provinces ;. eſpecially at this 
* time, when your Happy Defign, muſt Noble Prince, Ele- 
* yates us to the hope of an Extraordinary Advantag. And 
© as vou have taken a Journey into Spain, to the Carl.olick 
© King, with deſire to ally your ſelf to the Houſe of Auſiria, 


this preſent Buſineſs, That you are He that tales Principal Care of 
* our Prelacy: For ſeeing that you dehre to take in Marriage the 
Daughter of Spain, We may eaſily frem thence conjecrure that 
© the Antient Seeds of Chriſtian Piety, which have fo happily 
_ © flouriſhed in the Hearts of the Kings of Great Britain, 
may ( GOD proſpering them) revive again in your 
Soul. And indeed, it is not to be believed that he that loves 
« ſuch an Alliance, ſhould hate 1h? Catholic Rligion, and de- 
* light to oppreſs the holy Chair. To that purpoſe we have 
* commanded to make continually moſt humble Prayers to 
* the Father of Lights, That he would be pleated to put 
© you as a fair flower of Chriſtendom, and the only Hope of 
Great Britarn, in poſſeſſion of that moſt Noble Heritage 
that your Anceſtors have purchaſed for you, to defend the 
© Authority of the Soveraign High Prieſt, and to fight againſt 
* the Monſters. of Hiereſie. Remember the Days of Old, En- 
* quire of your Fathers, and Yes will tell you the way that 
* Teads to Heaven, and what way Temporal Princes have 
taken, to gain an Eternal Kingdom. Behold the Gates of 
Heaven open<d, the moſt holy Kings of England (who 
came from England to Rowe, accompanied with Angels ) 
* did come to Honour and do Homage to the Lord of Lords, 

and to the Prince of the Apoſtles, in the Apoſtolical 
© Chair: Their Actions and Examples being as lo many 


Voices of GOD, ſpeaking and Exhorting you to follow 


the Courſe of the Lives of thoſe to whole Empire you 
* ſhall one day attain, 


1 
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© ſo we do commend yonr Deſign ; and indeed do teſtifie openly in 


King JAMES the Firſt. 361 


ET ]s5, it poſſible that you can ſuffer Hereticks ſhould hold 
© them for impious, and condemn thoſe whom the Faith of 
the Church teſtifies to reign in Heaven with Jeſus Chriſt, 
and have Command and, Authority over all Principali- 
ties and Emperours of the Earth ? Behold, how they tender 
you the hand of the Catholick King; And now defire to 
bring you back again into the Boſom of the man Church: 
Beſceching, with unſpeakable Sighs and Groans, the G O D, 
of all Mercy for your Salvation, and do ſtretch out to you, 
the Arms of the Apoſtolical Charity, to Embrace you with 
all Chriſtian Affection; even you that are her deſired Son, 
in ſhewing you the happy Hope of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. And indeed you cannot give a greater Conſvlation to 
all the People of the Chriſtian World, than to put the 
Apoſtles in the Poſſcſſion of your moſt Noble Iſland, whoſe 
Authority hath been he'd ſo long in the Kingdom of Bri. 
tain for the Defence of Kingdoms, and for a Divine Ora- 
clez the which will eafily arrive, and without Difficulty, 
if. you open vour heart to the Lord that knocks; upon 
which depends all the Happineſs of that Kingdom. It is 
from our great Charity, that we cheriſh the Praiſes of the 
Royal Name, and that which makes us deſire that you and 
your Royal Father might be Stiled with the Name of De- 
liverers and Reftorers of the Ancient and Paternal Religion 
of Great Britain. This is it we hope for, truſting in the 
Goodneſs of G O D, in whoſe hands are the hearts oc 
Kings; an! who cauſeth the People of the Earth to per- 
ceive Healing; to whom we will always labour with all our 
Powers, to render you gracious and favourable. Tn the 
Interim take notice by theſe Letters of the Care of our 
Charity, uh ch is no other than to procure your Happineſs ; 
and it will never grieve us to have written them, if the 
reading of them ffic but the leaſt Spark of Catholick Faith 
in the heart of ſo great a Prince, whom we wiſh to be filled 
with long continuance of Joy, and flouriſhing in the Glo- 
ry of all Vertues. Given at Rome, in the Palace of St. 
Peter, the 2:th of April, 1623. in the third year of our 
* © Popedome. | 
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In this Letter the Pope ſooths up the Prince of Wales to 
bring him to his Lure; and he thought he had ſome Reaſon 
for it; and that of himſelt he was coming towards him: For to 
ſpeak the truth, as he rightly ſays, It is not to be believ'd that he 
that loves ſuch an Alli ance, ſhould hate th:Roman Catholick Religion. 
But whether the Prince was inclining that way or not, his 
following Letter to the Pope, vill turther inform us. 


* Moſt 
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© be alter'd, yet we ſee the Court of Great Brita'n adorned 
and furniſhed with» Moral Vertues, which might ſerve to 
ſupport the Charity that we bear unto her, and be an Or- 
nament to the Name of Chriftanity ; if withal ſhe could 
have for her Defence and Protection the Orthodox and Catho- 
lick Truth: Wherefore by how much the Glory of your 
moſt Noble Father, and the Apprebenfion of your Royal 
Diſpoſition delights us, with ſo much more Zeal we de- 
© fire thar the Gates of the Heavenly Kingdom might be 

* opened unto you; and that you might purchaſe to your 

© ſelf the Love of the Univerſal Church. Moreover, it be- 

© ing certain that Gregory the Great of moſt blefled Memory, 

* hath introduced to the Enxgliſh People, and taught their 

* Kings the Law of the Goſpel, and the reſpect to Apoſtolical 
Authority; We, as inferiour to him, in Holinefs and Vertue, 

but Equal in Name and Degree of Dignity, it is very rea- 

*. ſonable that We following his bleſſed Steps, ſhould endea- 

© yorr the Salvation of thoſe Provinces ;- eſpecially at this 
time, when your Happy Defign, moſt Noble Prince, Ele- 

* yates us to the hope of an Extraordinary Advantag. And 

© as vou have taken a Journey into Spain, to the Carl.olick 

© King, with deſire to ally your ſelf to the Houſe of Au(iria, 

© ſo we do commend yonr Deſign; and indeed do teſtifie openly in 

this preſent Buſineſs, That you are He that tales Principal Care of 

* our Prelacy; For ſeeing that you dere to take in Marriage the 
Daughter of Spain, We may eaſily frem thence conjecrure that 
(the Antient Seeds of Chriſtian Piety, which have ſo happily 

© flouriſhed in the Hearts of the Kings of Great Britain, 
may ( GOD proſpering them) revive again in your 

© Soul. And indeed, it is ngt to be believed that he that loves 

« ſuch an Alliance, ſhould hate the Catholic Rligion, and de- 

© light to oppreſs the holy Chair. To that purpoſe we have 

* commanded to make continually moſt humble Prayers to 

* the Father of Lights, That he would be pleaied to put 

© you as a fair flower of Chriſtendom, and the only Hope of 

« Great Briratn, in poſſeſſion of that moſt Noble Heritage 

© that your Anceſtors have purchaſed for you, to defend the 

© Authority of the Soveraign High Prieſt, and to fight againſt 

7 * the Monſters. of Hereſie. Remember the Days of Old, En- 
* quire of your Fathers, and They will tell you the way that 
leads to Heaven, and what way Temporal Princes have 
taken, to gain an Eternal Kingdom. Behold the Gates of 
Heaven opened, the moſt holy Kings of England (who 
came from England to Rome, accompanied with Angels) 

* did come to Honour and do Homage to the Lord of Lords, 

and to the Prince of the ' Apoſtles, in the Apoſtolical 

© Chair: Their Actions and Examples being as lo many 
Voices of GOD, ſpeaking and Exhorting you to follow 

the Courſe of the Lives of thoſe to whole Empire you 

* ſhall one day attain, 
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© Is it poſſible that you can ſuffer Hereticks ſhould hold 
© them for impious, and condemn thoſe whom the Faith of 
the Church teſtifies to reign in Heaven with Jeſus Chrift, 
and have Command and, Authority over all Principali- 
ties and Emperours of the Earth? Behold, how they tender 
you the hand of the Catholick King; And now defire to 
bring you back again into the Boſom of the man Church: 
Beſceching, with unſpeakable Sighs and Groans, the GO D, 
of all Mercy for your Salvation, and do ſtretch out to you, 
the Arms of the Apoſtolical Charity, to Embrace you with 
all Chriſtian Affection; even you that are her deſired Son, 
in ſhewing you the happy Hope of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. And indeed you cannot give a greater Conſolation to 
all the People of the Chriſtian World, than to put the 
Apoſtles in the Poſſcſſion of your moſt Noble Iſland, whoſe 
Authority hath been he'd ſo long in the Kingdom of Brz- 
tain for the Defence of Kingdoms, and for a Divine Ora» 
clez the which will eafily arrive, and without Difficulty, 
if. you open vour heart to the Lord that knocks; upon 
which depends all the Happineſs of that Kingdom, It is 
from our great Charity, that we cheriſh the Praiſes of the 
Royal Name, and that which makes us defire that you and 
your Royal Father might be Stiled with the Name of De- 
liverers and Reftorers of the Ancient and Paternal Religion 
of Great Britain. This is it we hope for, trufting in the 
Goodneſs of 60 D, in whoſe hands are the hearts oc 
Kings; an! who cauſeth the People of the Earth to per- 
ceive Healing; to whom we will always labour with all our 
Powers, to render you gracious and favourable. In the 
Interim take notice by theſe Letters of the Care of our 
Charity, wh'ch is no other than to procure your Happineſs ; 
and it will never grieve us to have written them, if the 
reading of them ffir but the leaſt Spark of Catholick Faith 
in the heart of ſo great a Prince, whom we wiſh to be filled 
with long continuance of Joy, and flouriſhing in the Glo- 
ry of all Vertues. Given at Rome, in the Palace of St. 
Peter, the 2-th of April, 1623. in the third year of our 
' © Popedome, 
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In this Letter the Pope ſooths up the Prince of Wales to 
bring him to his Lure; and he thought he had ſome Reaſon 
for it; and that of himſeli he was coming towards him: For to 
ſpeak the truth, as he rightly ſays, It is not to be believ'd that he 
that loves ſuch an Alliance, ſhould hate ih: Roman Catholick Religion. 
But whether the Prince was inclinirg that way or not, his 
following Letter to the Pope, vill turther inform us. 


* Moſt 
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Moſt Holy Father ! 


N Received the Diſpatch from y our Holineſs with great Con. 
I tent, and with that reſpect which the Piety and Care 
- wherewith your Holineſs writes, doth require. It was an 
* unſpeakable Pleaſure to me to read the Generous Exploits 
© ofthe Kings my Predecęſſors, to whoſe Memory Poſterity hath 
© not given thole Praiſes & Elogies of Honour that were due to 
© them. I do believe that your Holineſs hath ſet their Examples 
before my Eyes, to the End that I might imitate them in 
© all my Actions; for in truth they have often Expoſed their 
* Eftates and Lives for the Exaltation of the Holy Chair: 
© And the Courage with which they have aſſaulted the Ene- 
mine of the Croſs of Jeſus Chrift, hath not been leſs 

„than the Care and thought which I have; to the End that 
| © the Peace ani Intelligence, which hath hitherto been wanting 
© in Chriſtendom, might be bound with a Bond of true Con- 
© cord; For like as the Common Enemy of Peace watcheth 
* always to put Hatred and Difſention between Chriſtian 
© Princes, ſo I believe that the Glory of G OD requires 
© that we ſhould Endeavour to Unite them. And I do not 
© efteem it a greater Honour to be deſcended from ſo great 


© Princes, than to imitate them in the Zeal of their Piety. 


© Ih which it helps me very much te have known the Mind 
p and WII of — Monat Lord and Father, and 
* the holy Intentionsof his Catholick Majeſty, to give a hap- 
* py Concurrence to ſo laudable a Deſign : For it grieves 
© him Extreamly to ſee the great Evil that grows from the 
* Diviſion of Chriſtian Princes, which the Wiſdom of your 
* Holineſs fore-ſaw, when it judged the Marriage which you 
* pleaſed to deſign between the Infants of Spain and my 
* ſelf, to be neceſſary to procure ſo great a Good; For 
© *tis very certain that I ſhould never be to Extreamly af- 
'< feionate to any thing in the World, as to Endeavour 
© an Allyance with a Prince that hath the ſame apprebenſion of 
* the true Religion with my ſelf. Therefore I intreat vour Ho- 
* lineſs to believe that I bave been always far from Encouraging 
© Nyvelties, or to be 4 Partizan of any Faction againfl the Ca- 
* tholick Apoſtolicc Roman Religion. But on the Contrary, 
© I have ſought all occaſions to take away the ſuſpicion that 
© might reft upon me; and that 1 will Employ my ſelf for 
* the time to come, to have but One Religion and One 
© Faith, ſeeing that we all believe in One Jeſus Chriſt. 
© Having reſolved in my ſelf to ſpare nothing that I may 
have in the World, and to ſuffer all manner of Diſcom- 
© modities, even to the hazarding of my Eſtate and Life for a 


© thing ſo pleaſing to G OD. It refts only that I thank your 


Holineſs for the permiſſion that you have been pleas'd to 
afford me; and that I may pray GOD to give you a 


* bleſſed 


. 


— 


k 


? 


£ pleſſed Health here, and his Glory, after fo much travel 
* which your Holineſs takes within his Church. 


Signed 


* 


This Letter of the Prince leaves us no room to doubt of 
what he deſign'd; ſince he plainly tells the Pope, ( whom with 
a profound Veneration he is pleas'd to ſtile MOST HO- 
LY. FATHER ) that he bas been always far from Encourages 
ing Novelties z and if you wou'd know what he meaas by that, 
he tells you Expreſly. it was from being 4 Partiſan of any Fa- 
tion againſt the Catholick Apoſtolick Roman Keligion, And 


this it ſeems he was ſo reſoly'd upon, that to effect it he wou'd © 


ſpare nothing he had in the World, and wou'd ſuffer all man- 
ner of Diſcommodities, even to the hazerding of bis Eflate and 
Life. And, now,Rcader, I cannot but make this ſhort Reflection 
upon this Letter of the Prince to the Pope: Either he was 
in good Earneft when he writ it, or in Jeſt ; If he was in 
Earneſt, nothing can be more clear than that he was a Papift 
in his heart, and deſign'd to introduce the Publick Proteſſion 
of it as ſoon as he could; and then this gives us a clear 
Idea of what he drove at in his Conteſt with his Parliaments, 


and in the laſt Civil Wars; nor need we wonder at the I- 


ſue of ir, as we ſhall have occaſion to ſhew more at large in 
his Reign. But it he was in. Jeft, and that he intended it 
only as a Complement to the Pope, I will only (ay, It is ilt 
Fefting with Edge Tools, For it ſeems, however he inten- 
ded it, Divine juftice took him at his Word; for he did in- 
deed ſuff:r all Diſcommodities, not only to the baz4rd, but 
alſo to the loſs of bis Life and Eſtate, tor the Promoting of 
that Intereſt. But enough of the Son at preſent: Let us 
now return to the Father, who for the ſaxe of this Match 
( which at laſt came to gary, ) bad quite forgot the Gun- 
powder Treaſon, and was willing, if it had been in his Pow- 
er to have granted a free 1oleration to Popery. And to 
ſhew you that I don't ſpeak without Book, I will ſhew you 
the Articles he was willing to agree to, for the Conſum- 


mation of the Match; which tho' it fail'd, was yet ſo near, 


as that the Pope ( charm'd with the Prince's Letter, and his 
good Affection to the Roman See) thought fic to grant u 
Diſpenſation for it; tho it had ſuch a Bob at the Tail of 
it, as ſufficiently ſhew'd what was aim'd at by it; which: was, 
That the King of Great Britain and the Prince his Son, ſhould; 
give Caution to perform what was ſtipulated between them 
and. the King of Spain; Eſpecially in thoſe Articles which 


were in favour of the Roman Catholichs in England, and other 


his Majeſty's Dominions; requiring at leaſt ſome Soveraign 
cathlick Prince ſhould Engage for them by Oath z and this 
Was 
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was to bind em fafter ſtill. But this made ſome little demur, fr 
for being ſent into England, the King anſwered, That he could li 
give no other Caution but his own and the Princes Royal 
Words and Oaths, confirmed by his Council of State, and 
Exemplified under the great Seal of England. - But this would 5 
not Satisfie. Therefore the King of Spain undertook it: f 
And indeed it was thought a Spaniſh Device at firſt, that the 
Spaniard, by undertaking ſuch an Engagement, might not on- f 
ly Endear himſelf the more to the King of Great Britain 


thereby, and allo to the Prince his Brother, but have a more 
Colourable pretext to make War againſt England, if the Ro- t 
man Catbolicks there had not full Satisfaction and Freedom 
according to the Articles; and the King of Spain knowing, 
or aſſuring himſelſ, that no Catbolick Prince wou'd take ſuch 
an Oath, offered himſelf to Satisfie the Pope: And a Com. 
mittee of Ecleſiaſticks in Spain, were appointed to debate the 
Cale, in relation to the Kings Conſcience, whether he might 
take ſuch an Oath for them? And they ( having learn'd 
their Leſſon before-hand ) conclude the matter in the Affir- 
mative; and reſolved that if the King and Prince of Great 
Britain ſhould fail in the Performance of theſe Capitulations, 
the King of Spain might notwithſtanding ſave his Oath, by 
vindicating the Breach thereof upon them with his Sword, 
And this monſtrous Difficulty being thus overcome by the 
. Spaniſh Bravery, at the very ſame time the Articles that 
| King Fames and his Son Prince Charles had fign'd, were ſent into 
England for the King and his Privy Council to ſwear 
to, ſo that now England was once more in a fair way to be 
over-run with Popery; which that the Reader may the bet» 
ter be ſatisfied in, I will here ſet down thoſe Articles that 
relate to the Toleration of the Roman Catholick Religion in 
England, as I have already promiſed. 
The Fourth Article is, That as well the gracious Infanta, 
as all her Servants. and Family, ſhall. have the free uſe and 
publick Exerciſe of the Roman Catholick Religion, 
The Fifth Article is, That ſhe ſhall have an Oratory and 
Decent Chappel in her Palace, where at the Pleaſure of the * 
moſt gracious Infanta, Maſſes may be celebrated, and in like 
manner ſhe ſhall have in London. or whereſoever ſhe ſhall make 
her aboge, à Publick and Capacious Church, n her 
Palace; wherein all Duties may be folemnly celebrated; and 4 
all other things neceſſaty for the Publick Pieaching of GO D's 
Word, the Celebration and Adminiſtration of all the Sacra» 
ments of the Catholic Roman Church and for Burial of the 
Dead, and Baptizing of Children. That the ſaid Oratory, 
Chappe!, and Church, ſwall be adorned with ſuch Decency as 
ſhall ſeem convenient to the moft Gracious Infants. 


ed 


1 
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The Sixth Atticle is, That the Men Servants and Maid- 
Servants of the moſt Gracious I. fanta, and their Servants, 
Children and Deſcendants, and all their Families, of — 
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fort ſoever, ſerving her Highneſs, may be freely and Pub- 
lickly Catholicks. CR” 

The Seventh Article relates to the Spaciouſneſs of her Chap- 

— that it ſhall be big enough to contain her ſelf and all her | = 
rvants, with a Publick Door for them, and a Private Door | = 
for her ſelf. | 

The Eighth Article provides that it ſhall be beautified with S 
Altars, Images, Cc. according to the Cuſtom of the Holy 
Church, Cr. 

The Ninth Provides that the Care and Cuſtody of this —4 
Church and Chappel, ſhail be committed to ſuch as the In. 
fanta ſhall appoiat. ; 

The Tenth Article is, That to the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments and to ſerye in the Chappel and Church afore- 
ſaid, there ſhall be four and twenty Prieſts and Affi ſtants, 

2 

The Eleventh, is, That there be one ſuperiour Minifter or 
Biſhop, with neceſſary Authority upon all occaſions which 
ſhall happen belonging to Religion; and for want of a Bi- 
— that his Vicar may have his Authority and ſuriſ- 
diction. | | 

The Twelfth is, That the Biſhop or Superiour Miniſter max 
Correct and Chaſtiſe all Komen Catbolichs who ſhall offend, 

The Fifteenth is, That the Laws which are or ſhall be in 
England againſt Religion, ſhall not take hold of the Infants's 
Servants ; and only the foreſaid Superiour Eccleſiaſtical Cztho- 
lick may proceed againſt Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as have been 
accuſtomed by Catholrcks, And if any Secular Judge ſhalt 
apprehend any Eccleſiaſtical Perſon for any Offence, he ſhall 
forthwith cauſe him to be deliver'd to the Superiour Eccle- 
ſiaſtick who ſhall proceed againft him according to the Ca- 
non Law. 1 

The Twentieth Article is, Mat the Sons and Daughters 
which ſhall be born of this Marriage, ſhall be brought ug in 
the Company of the moſt Excellent Inſanta, at leaſt till tue 
Age of Ten years, and ſhall treely Enjoy the Right of Suc- 
ceſſion to the Kinzdom of Eng/and. 

Theſe were ſome of the Publick Articles, wherein the Rea- 

der may obſerve, That the Infanta aud her Servants were ta 
„hape the Publick Exerciſe of the Roman Catholick Religion; a > 
not only a Chappel for her ſelf in the Palace, but a PA 
and capacious Church in London: And that not only the Has " 
and her Servants, but allo that their Servants, Childret, s 
Deſcendants whatſoever, and all their Families of wha i = 
ſo ever, may be freely and publickly Roman Catholichs yan 
that for the ſupplying of theſe, ſhe ſhall have no e 
four and twenty Friefts and Affiitants. And à Biſbop' bes 
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, Exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical Juridietion over them. And that MM 
order to provide us a Popiſh Succeſſor, the Sons and Daugh- 
ters 
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ters that ſhall be born of this Marriage ſhall be brought up 74 
the Company of the Infanta (that is, in the Popiſh Religion) un- 
til they be dt leaſt Ten 1ears of Age. But after all, theſe were 
but the Publick Articles, which were to be ſworn to by all 
the Privy Council, as well as by the King and Prince: But 
beſides theſe, there were private Articles alſo, which were 
the main Inducement of the Sp n!ards and the Court of Rome | 
to the Match; and for the bringing theſe to bear, a longer | 
time was to be allow'd; and what theſe were, I am now gro- 
ing to ſhew you: | 


Private Articles Sworn to by the King iu favour of 
the Roman Catholicks. 


«Sf AMES by the Grace of G OD, of Great Britain, 
* K ing, Defender of the Faith, Oc. To all whom this 
he preſent Writing ſhall come, Greeting: Inaſmuch as a- 
«© thong many other things which are contained within the 
Treaty of Marriage, between our moſt dear Son, Charles 
& Prince of ales, and the moſt Renowned Lady, Donna Ma: 
tc i, Siſter of the moſt Renowned Prince, and Our well- 
& beloved Brother, Philip the Fourth iving of Spain, it is 
« agreed that We by Our Oath ſhall Approve the Articles 
c under · Expreſſed, to a word: 

& I. That particular Laws made againſt Roman Catholicks, 
& under which other Vaſſals of our Realm, are not compre» 
© ended; and to whoſe Obſervation all generally are. not 
& obliged ; as likewiſe general Laws, under which all are 
equally compriz'd, if ſo be they are ſuch which are re- 
© pugnant to the Remiſh Religion, ſhall not at any time here- 
« after, by any means or Chance whatſoever, be directly er 
* jndirectly commanded to be put into Execution againſt the 
4 ſaid Roman Carbolichs : And qe will Cauſe that our Council 
„ ſhall take the ſame Oath, as far as it pertains to them, 
„ and belongs to the Execution which by the hand of them 

de and their Minifters is to be Exerciſed. 

II. That no other Laws ſhall hereafter be made new 
44 againſt the ſaid Roman Catholichs; but that there ſhall be 4 
-E-perpetual Toleration of the Roman Catholick Religion, with- 
< in private Houſes, throughout all our Realms and Domi- 
„ nions; which we vill have to be underſtood as well of 

4 our Kingdom of Scotland and Ireland, as in England, which 

_** ſhall be granted to them in manner and form as is Capitu- 
1 lated, Decreed, and Granted in the Articles of the Treaty 
concerning the Marriage. | 
© © JI. That neither by Us, nor any other interpoſed Perſon 
„ whatſoever, directly or indire&ly, privately or publickly, 
«will we treat or attempt any thing with the moſt Renown- 
& ed Lady Infants, Donna Maria, which ſhall be repugnant 

to 


te to the Roman Catholick Religion: Neither will we by any means 
« perſwade her that ſhe ſhould ever renounce or relinquiſh 


the ſame, in ſubſtance or form; or that ſhe ſhall do any 


« thing repugnant or contrary to thoſe things which are 
contained in the Treaty of Matrimony. 

« TV. That We and the Prince of Wales will interpoſe our 
“ Authority, and will do as much as in us ſhall lie, that the 
Parliament ſhall Approve, Confirm and Ratifie all and ſin- 
« gular Articles in favour of the Ryman Catholicks, capitulated 
« between the moſt Renowned Kings by reaſon of this Mars 
„% riage: And that the ſaid Parliament ſhall Revoke and Abro- 
« gate particular Laws, made againſt the ſaid Roman Catholicks, 
« to whole Obſervance alſo the reſt of our Subjects and 


« Vaſſals are not obliged : As likewiſe the general Laws un- 


* der which all are equally comprehended ; to wit, as to 
the Roman Catholicks z if they be ſuch as is foreſaid, which 
© are repugnatit to the Roman Catbolick Religion; and that 
© hereafter we will not conſent that the ſaid Parliament 


* ſhould ever at apy time Enact or write any other new Laws 
© againſt Roman Catbolicks. 
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By theſe Secret Articles King Fames promiſes as much as he 


is capable to do; and perhaps ſomething more; In the ſe- 
cond Article he is poſitive, not only that no other Laws ſhall be 
made new againft the Roman Catbolicks, but alſo that there ſhall 
be 4 . perpetual Toleration of the Roman Catholick Religion through- 
out all his Realms and Dominions ; and what any Man cou'd ſay, 


or they defire more, I know not. And in the third Article. 


he promiſes that neither he himſelf will Endeavour, nor ſuf- 


fer any one elſe, to perſwade the Infants to relinquiſh the Po. 


piſh Religion : Which how much it ſhews of Sincerity in a 


Proteſtant King, to the Religion he profeſſes, I will leave the 
Reader to judge; and Eſpecially how ill it muſt needs look in. 


King Fames who had both written and diſputed againſt Po- 


pery, and told the World that it was Super/tirious, dolatraus, . 
' _ and Deteſtable. But by what follows, you will ſee that the 


Son was as Zealous a Proteſtant as the Father. 


Moreover 1 Charles Prince of Wales, Engage my ſelf, (n 


promiſe that the moſt 1lluſtricus King cf Great Pritain, my moſt ho- 
noured Lord and Father, ſhall do the ſame, both by word. and writing) 


That all thoſe things that are contained in the foregoing Articles , 


and concern as well the Suſpenſion as the Abrogation of all Laws 
againſt the Roman Catholi-ks, Hall within three years infallibly 
take Effect, and ſooner, if it be poſſible ; which we will have 10 lie 


- 


upon our Conſcieme ard Royal Honour, That I will intercele with 


the moſt Illuſtrious King of Great Britain my Father, that rhe 


Ten years of the Education of the Children which ſhall be born of 


this Marriage, with the mot Illuſtrious Lady Intanta their Motber, 


accorded in the 20th Article, ( which term the Pope of Rome jo 
= res 


368 The True Secret Hiſtory of 
fires to bave prorogued to Twelve years ) may be lengthened to the 
ſaid term: And I promiſe freely, and of my own Accord, and ſwear, 
That if it ſo happen haz the intire per of diſpoſing of this matter 
be devolved to me, I will alſo grant and approve the ſail Term, | 
Furthermore, I Prince of Wales oblige my ſelf upon my Faith 10 
#be Catholick King, That as often 4s the moſt - Illuſtrious Lady In- 
fanta ſhall require, that / ſhould give Ear to Divines, or gthers whom 
ber Highneſs ſhall te el to Employ in matter of the Roman Ca. 
tholick Religion, I will bearken to them Willingly without all dif. 
ficulty, and laing aſi ſe all Excuſe, And jor further Caution, in 
point of the Free Exerciſe of the Catholick Religion, and the Suſ⸗ 
penſion of the Law above named, I Charles Prince of Wales, pro- 
miſe and take upon me in the word of 4 Xing, that the rbings above 
Promiſed and Treated concerning theſe matters, ſhall take Effect, and 
be put jn Execution as well in the Kingdoms of Scotland and Ireland, 
as of England, 5 


By this Proteſtation and Promiſe of the Prince, the Reader 
may ſee he was in Earneſt in what he writ to the Pope 3 and 


that he only wanted an Opportunity to declare himſelf : And 


ſeems ſo reſolv'd in his purpoſe, that he Engages to have the 
Suſpenfion and Abrogation of all the Laws againſt Popery, effect- 
vally and infallibly brought about in three years time, And tho 


the Articles of Marriage mentions bur Tex ers for the Chil- 


dren of this Marriage to be under the Tuition of their Mother, 
yet the Prince, when it ſhail be in his Power, Promiles to En- 
large it to In elite, according to the d-fire of the Pope: As be- 
lieving that by that time they might be as thorawly grounded in the 
Popiſh Ke'lgzmn, as his late Son Fames the Second prov'd to be by 
his Pepiſh Mother, Mary of France. And tho' the Father had pro- 
mis'd that neither himſelf nor any one elſe ſhou'd Endeavour 
to bring the Infants to relinquiſh the Popiſh, yet the Son willing- 
ly offers himſelf to be perverted from the Proteſtant Religion; 
and that he will without all Difficulty, and laying ade all Ex: uſe, 
h<arken to thoſe that ſhall do it. And what words can be more 
Expreſſive ot a Mans deſires and Intentions, I know not. But 
ſure 1 am, theſe were no ſigns that he wou'd ever die a Martyr 
tor the Proteſtant Religion. Eut to ſpeak a little more of this 
Popiſh Spaniſh Match. | | 


Whilſt theſe things were in Motion in Spain, (whither the 
Prince himſelf was gone, attended by Buckingham, to make up 
the Match) they were very much regretted, and very ill reſented 
bythe generality of the Nation; as tending only to the Sub- 
verſion of the Proteſtant Religion, and the introducing of Po- 
pery amongſt us: And thereſoie it was that the Spirit of the 
whole Nation u as averſe to this Union; which made many vent 
their Paſſions by their Pens, as well as by their Tongues : A- 
mong whom, the honeſt Archhiſnop of Canterbury, Dr. Abbt, 
{tho he already ſtocd tottering in the Kings Favour, and 


had 
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had the Badge of a Puritan * upon him) thought it better 
to diſcharge his Conſcience, tho he hazarded all, rather than 
be ſilent in a Cauſe where the Glory of G O D, and the Good 
of the Kingdom were ſo highly concern d. And therefore 
he writ the following Letter to the King. > md 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


1 Have been too long ſilent, and am afraid by my ſilence 
5 I have negle&ed the Duty of the Place. it hath plca- 
* ſed GOD to call me unto, andYour Majeſty to place me 
in. And now IThumbly crave leave I may diſcharge my Du- 
ty towards G O D, and my Conſcience to Your Majeſty; 
And therefore I beſeech Your Majeſty give me leave free- 
* ly to deliver my ſelf, and then let Your Majeſty do with 
me what you pleaſe : Your Majeſty hath propounded #4 Jo- 
* leration of Religion; I beſeech You, Sir, take into Your con- 
ſideration what the Act is, next what the Conſequence may 
„be: By Your Act, Yon Labour to ſet up that moſt Dam- 
* nable and Hererical Doctrine of the Church of Rome, the Whore 
* of Babylon. How hateful will it be to GOD, and grie- 
vous to Your Good Subjects, the true Profeſſors of the 
* Goſpel, That Your Majeſty, who had often diſputed, and 
*© Learnedly written againſt thole wicked Hereſies, ſhould 
* now ſhew Your Self a Patron of thoſe Doctrines, which 
* Your Pen hath told the World, and Your Conſcience tells 
« Your Self, are Superftitious, Idolatrous, and Deteſtable? Add 
* hereunto, what You have done in ſending the Prince into 
Spain, without the Conſent of Your Council, the Privity: 
„ and Approbation of Your People. And tho' Sir, You have 
* a large Intereft*in the Prince, as the Son of Your Fleſh, 
© Yet haye the People a greater, as the Son of the Kingdom; 
* upon whom, next after Your Majeſty, their Eyes are fixed, 
© and welfare depends. And { tenderly is his going appre⸗ 
&« hended, as believe it, Sir, however his Return may be Safe, 
«© yet the Drawers of him to that Action, ſq Dangerous to 
4 Himſelf, ſo Deſperate to the Kingdom, will not pals away 
% Unqueftion'd and Unpuniſh'd. Beſides, this Toleration 
* which You Endeavour toſet np by Proclamation, cannot be 
done without a Parliament, unleſs Your Majefty would let 
* Your Subjects fee, That You will take unto Yqur Self a 
“Liberty to throw down the Laws of the Land at Your Pleas 
„ fare : And what dreadful Conſequences theſe things may 
* draw after them, I beſeech Your Majeſty to conſider. © And 
6 above all, left by this Toleration, and Dlſcontinuance of the 
© Profeſſion of the Goſpel, whereby G O D hath Bleſſed Us, 
« 2nd under which this Kingdom hath for many Years Flop: 
*© riſhed, Your Majeſty do not drau upon the Kingdom ig 
„general, and Your Self in particular, G0 I's heavy 
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Wrath and Indignation. Thus in Diſcharge of my Duty 
*: towards GO D, and Your Majeſty, and the Place of my 
ce Calling, I bave taken humble Boldneſs to deliver my Con- 
* ſcience. And now, Sir, do with me what You pleaſe, 


Thus was the King warned by the good Archbiſhop z but to 
no purpoſe; for he was fo reſolutely bent upon this Match 
for his Son, that after the Pope had ſent his Diſpenſation, and 
the King of Spain had oſtęred his Engagement to the Pope by 
Oath, That he and the Prince his Son ſhould keep the Articles 
Stipulated between them; he was ſo much affected therewith, 
that he thereupan invited the Ambaſſadors to a Royal Feaſt at 
bie- Hall; and after Dinner retired into the Council Cham- 
ber, where he took a private Oath to obſerve the Secret Ar- 
ticles before mentioned, in favour of the Roman Catholtcks, for 
the free Exerciſe of their Religion in all his Dominions ; pro. 
teſting to do what in him lay, that the Parliament ſhou'd con- 
firm the ſame. © And then, being tranſported with an Aſſu- 
rance of the Match, he was heard to fay, Now all the Devils 
in Hell cannot binder it. So ſecure was he of it in his own O- 
pinion! But one that heard him, ſaid to ſome others ſtanding 
by, That there was never a Devil now left in Hell, for they were 
all gone into Spain to mabe up the Match, e 
As ſoon as the Articles the King had ſealed, and -[worn to 
obſerve, were come to Spain, and the Prince had ratified and 
confirmed them there, the to Kingdoms of Englani and, Spain 
ſhook hands to the Agreement; the Infenta took upoa her the 
Title of, The Princeſs of Exgland; and in fine, there leem'd to 
be ſuch a Union between the two Crowns, that it might well 
be ſaid, That Philip and ꝓacob made cut one Holy-da ß. 
But as near as this Union was, this Match was never made 
in Heaven, and therefore ſhall never be conſummated on 
Earth: For whilſt the Spaniards were willing to keep the In- 
fanta there all the Winter, and the. Prince was for returning 
home preſentiy, Pope Gregory the zc5th, (that had granted 
the Diſpenſation) dies; and thereupon the Diſpenſation was 
judg/d in alid; vet to keep up the Spirit of the Prince, it 
was promis d it ſhou'd be no.hinderance to the Match, for the 
New Pope o' inſtantly do icz if got, it thou'd be dif- 
patch'd by tue Ptun of the Ce dinals; and the King of Spain 
aflured the Prince; that if he would ſtay till China,, the 
Match ſhould be really celebrated then. But theſe Delays 
made the Prince ſo impatient, that he began to abate in his 
fervour lor the Match. To which the Trick put upon Bucking- 
hem by the Conde Oliuares, contributed not a little. For Bucks 
ing baum, to ſpeak tlie truch, (both to the Shame of his Maſter, and 
of the Exgliſßh Nation } carried himſelf very ſaſciyĩauſly there; 
and thigking to pnπ,ν Frick upon the Conde Oliuges, by De- 
bauching (bis Cbunteſs, which was a Lady of Extraordinary 
Beauty, the Lady and her Husband put a Trick upon Bae, 
; an, 
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ham, by ſupplying the Lady's Place with that of a. Notorious 
Stew; which did ſo pepper him with the Pox, that it coft him 
all the Hair of. his Head, and put kim to the Diet ; S0 that it 
was no wonder that after this, he became diſguſted with the 
Spaniards, and lo very much inclin'd to thg French. ., _ 

And juſt in the Nick, when this Tetrical Humour had made 
Buckingham diſlike all the Spgniſb Proceedings, the Queen of 
Bohemia, by a private Meſſage, gave him ſome Intimation that 
ſhe and her Children were to be thought on; inviting him to 
be a Witneſs to the Chriſtening of one of them; which came fit to. 
his Acceptation; not ſo much out of Aff tion to the one Party, 
as in Oppoſition to the Other: And what diſrehſhed wit 
him, gave an ill ſavour to the King, who having cauſe enough 
to diflike the Spaniſh ' Delays, and finding the hearts of the 
People bent againſt the Match, and having now; ſome hopes of 
a Daughter of France left yet to give lite to a Royal Race, 
his heat began to cool, and his Edge to be taken off; ſa that 
he writ to Buchingham, That be could not Expect, after ſo long 
4 ſtay in Spain, and ſo littie done, that they bad any Cordial Inten- 
tion to perſ ect the Treaty ;, and therefore conjured him to bring bis 
Lon back with all Speed; bus if bis Sons Tautbful Follies fhould 
tie him to 4 long Expedtation, he chargeth him by his Allegiance, ta 
come away and leave bim there. This Letter the Duke ſhewed 
to the Prince, and it wrought ſo upon him, that be forthe 
with reſolved to return home. . 5 

But the Spaniſh Grandees were not at all pleas'd with this 
Reſolution of the Prince, who would have willingly. detain'd 
him there all Winter, hoping thereby not only to haye turn'd 
him to their Religion (to which he ſeem'd forward engugh) 
but alſo to have marty d kim d the Infants, that there might 
have been à Co- Union between them; and chat ſhe being 
with Child before the Spring, they might have kept her there 
till ſhe. had been delivered; that fo. the Child might have 
been bred. up, and naturaliz'd a Spaniard both in Affection and 
Religion; which this ſudden Reſolution hindering, it ſomewhat 
ſtartled them.  0livares told Buckingham, that he had promis d 
the Prince, ſnonld admit of Communicaon with ſome Feſuites of 
theirs, in matters of Religion. The Duke anſwer d cherte had 
been ſome already with him, but the Prince was ſo well fet- 
tled in Religion, chat he was not to be further alter d. . Bat 
Qliveres replied, You gave me ſome Aſſurancę and hope, of- 
the Princes turning Catholickz but the Duke told him. it was 
falſe; which put the Conde ia a gfeat rage: And had like fg 
have had ſo bad an Effect, not only upon the-Duke, but the 
Prince too, that he begun to deſpair not only of Enjoying his 
Lady, but alſo of his Return: Which caus -d him to Write, a 
Letter to his Father, containing theſe an 
Jon muſ} now, Sir, lock. upon my, Siſter and. ber Children, forget- 
ling you ever bad ſuch a Jon, and never thinking more of ne. 


* 


YL 
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(And indeed, tho the Prince's Entertainment was as great 
as that State cou d poſſibly afford, yet were his Addrefles to 
and wich the Lady, ſuch, as render d him mean, and a private 
Person, rather than a Prince of that State that had former- 
ly made Spain fee] the weight of their Anger and Power; 
and was more like a Servant than a Suitor ; for he never was 
admitted but to ſtand bare-headed in her preſence ; nor to talk 
with her, but in a full Audience, with much Company.) Now 
tho King Femes had a peculiar Knack at Diſſembling, and 
therefore ſhew'd much outward ſorrow z ( as he did for Prince 
Henry's Death, ) yet ſomething was diſcerned, which made 
his Court believe little grief came near his heart; for that 
hatred he bore to 2 42 as being ſatiated with him, and 
for his adoring the riſing Sun, and not looking after the Sun 
ſetting, made the Word believe he would think it no ill Bar- 
gain, tho he loft his Son, ſo as Buckingham might be loſt alſo ; 
For had he not been weary of Buckingham, he wou'd never have 
adventur'd him in ſuch a Journey, as all his Courtiers knew 
very well. But for a further illuſtration of his Wearineſs of 
Buck ingbam, it appeared in the Parliament before, when the 
King gave ſo much way to his Ruine, that Buckingham Chal- | 
lengd the King that he ſought his Ruine; and he was gene- 
rally held a loft Man; but then the King to make it appear 
it was not fo, and that he durſt not avow his own Act, brought 
him off from that Parliament. Bur tho? the King brought him 
off, yet the apprehenſion that Buckingham had of his Danger, 
made him hate the King ever after. 
And here let me tell the Reader, that I ſhould do wrong 
to our Secret Hiſtory, if 1 did not acquaint him with two 
things, both which are CourtSecrets3 the one is, bow the 
King came firſtto have a hatred againft Buckingham, and the 
other, what the ground of Buckingham's hatred to the King 
was; for what has been already mention'd, were but acciden- 
tal things that afterwards fell out, and increas'd the Origt- 
nal hatred on both ſides. pane al Sr, | 
For the firſt, The Reader muſt know, that there was one 
| Tucioſa, a Spaniſh Ambaſſador Extraordinary here, who being 
am old Soldier, and a brave fellow, thought ' Bucking- 
bam did'nt give that reſpect to him, which was due to his 
don Perſon, or the Perfon of fo great a King as he whom 
he repreſented; for which reaſon _ did as much flight 
"Buckingham and the Prince, whom he found wholly govern'd 
by Buckingham ; For when Buckingbem had found f ſeveral 
"Paſſages the King's Deſire to be rid of him, he made Court 
to che Prince, and ſo wrought himſelf into his Affection, 
that Damon and Pyibias were never more dear to each other; 
which the old King cou'd by no means away with; nor indeed 
did anyother like or approve of the Prince's poor Spirit, fear- 
ing it foretold his future Inclination. that could ever” endure 
any Familiarity with ſuch an one as had put ſuch foul e 
5 Is an 
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and Affronts upon him, in his time of greatneſs with the Fa- 
ther ; eſpecially calling to mind the Bravery. of his Brother» 
who hated the whole Family for their general Baſenels, altho 
none of em had ever offended him in particular; as this Man 
had done the Prince at two ſeveral times, before a numerous 
Concourſe, by bidding him Re terms Kiſs his A==ſe once, 
and a ſecond time offering to ftrike him; ſaying, in moſt un- 
dutiful terms, By 6 —4 it ſhall not be ſo, nor you [ball not bave it; 
lifcing up his hand over his Head with a Ballon - Braſſer; that 


the Prince ſaid, hat, my Lord, I think you imend to ſtrike me! 


The firſt of theſe was at Royſton, the ſecond at Greenwich, be- 
fore about Four hundred People. Theſe Aﬀeronts were not to 
be endur'd by a private Perſon ; but by a Prince from a private 
Perſon, ſhew'd certainly a much leſs ſpirit than ſhou'd have 
been inherent to a Prince; and after this, to be ſo dear with 
him, as to be govern'd by him all his Life-time, more than 
his Father was in the prime of his Affection, I can give it no 
Title mean enough. It had been indeed worthy, the Noble 
Mind of a Prince, to have forgotten ſuch Injuries, ſo as never 
to have revenged them when he had been King ; but never to 
have ſuffered him to come near his Court, to upbraid him with 
the ſight of ſo much ſcorn ; and that publickly offer d him be- 
fore. But from that meanneſs of ſpirit in the Prince, there 
were ſome Court-Criticks that gave too great a gueſs at his fu. 
ture Deſtiny. But, to return again to Inoigſa, who being a 
brave daring Gentleman, uſed ſome ſpeeches in the derogation 
both of the Prince and Buckingham, as if they were dangerous 
to the old King. Nay, Inoioſa ſent one Padro Maceſtris, aSpa- 
niſh Jeſuit, -and a great Stateſ-man, to King Fames, to let him 
know, that he, under Confeſſion, had found the King was to 
be kill'd, either by Buckingham, or by his Procurement ; but 
whether by Poyſon, Piſtol, Dagger, Cc. that he could not 
tell. ' 

The King, after hearing of this, was extream Melancholy, 
and in that Paſhon was found by Buckingham at his Return to 
him: The King, as ſoon as ever he eſpy'd him, ſaid, Ab Sten- 
ny, Stenm, (for ſo he ever call'd him, in familiarity ) Wilt ther 
kill me? At which the Duke ſtarted, and ſaid, Who, Sir, hath 
fo abus d you? At which the King ſat ſilent. Out went Bucking- 
bam, fretting and tuming, and as d who had been with the King 
iu his Abſence? It was told him Padro Meceftria, Then, ſai 
he, Who brought him to the King? It was reply d, the Earl of 
Kelly. Then he goes to Kelh, and asK'd him, How he durft 
bring any one to the King in his Abſence, and without his Li- 
cenſe? But Kely ſtood up cloſe to him; · ( ſor you muſt know, 
Kelly was the trueſt Alarm, to give warning of the downfal of 
a Favourite, of any in the Court) and knew his Power cou'd 
do him no hurt with the King in Preſent; altho it utterly caſt 
him out of all Favour from the King that ſucceeded 10 — 


Then Buckingham queſt ion d Padro Aeceſtria; which Quarrel 
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Inoioſt undertook, and told him he wou'd maintain him 2 
Traytor, and tho his Maſter's Perfon were not on him, yet he 
Was a Chevalier, and better than himſelf, and he would make 
it good upon him with his Sword. Then was the Prince, by 
Buckingham, made to write à Letter of Complaint to the King 
of Spain, for ' motoſa's abuſing him and Buckingham. © But the 
King of Spain return'd the Letter in a kind of Scorn to Inoi- 
oz, not as blaming him, but rather commending, him And 
Tn0do/2' in Scorn ſent it to the Prince; as if he ſhould ſay, 
There is your Letter, to wipe ——, which is all it is fit for. 
But this Story of Padre Miceſtrias to the King, working up- 
on his fearful Nature, made him both fear and hate the 
Duke of Buckingham ever after, tho he durſt never Publick- 
ty avow it. | | 
p - Having thus ſhew'd why the King hated Buckingham, I am 
next to ſhew the reaſon of Butkingham's Extream hatred to 
the King, Khich was ſtrongly 'believ'd to be che Cauſe of 
his ſpeedy- Exit from this Stage of Mortality. Telverton, a 
faithful Servant to the King, and his 'Attorney-General, had 
ſhewed himſelf no leſs affectionate to Somerſet, being former- 
1y raiſed by him, without any ſeeking of his, or ſo much as 
within his thought; inſomuch as to Expreſs his Love to So- 
merſet, he deſired to lay down that great Place, rather than 
aggravate, as his place required, againſt him. This Man, as 
well out of bis Faithfulnels, as Affection ro Somerſet, was 
made choice of to work the downfallof Buckingham, in which 
he apparently ſhewed himſelf. But Buckingham, as I told you 
before, (out of the Kings fear, that durſt not maintain his own 
Deſign, but left his Inſtruments to the mercy of Buckingham's 
Tyranny,) being once gotten out of this Toil, like a chaſed 
Boar, foamed and bit ar all that came near him; and a- ; 
mongſt them, firit | faſtened on Telverton, put him out of 
p his Place, and committed him cloſe Priſoner to the Tower; 
| relverion having ſhew'd himſelf fo faichful to his Maſter, and 
> his Maſter ſo unfaithful to bim, to leave him to undergo 
the whole Burden of |Bnckingham's Fury, flew out into ſome 
paſſion; before Balfore, then Lieutenant of the Tower, and 
Buthingbam's great Creature. And Balfore telling the Duke of 
Fetverton had ſaid in his beſſion, the Duke one Night about 
twelve a Clock, came in a Diſguiſe, and with the Lieutenant 
only Entred: Telderton's Lodging: reivertun at firſt fight ſtars 
ted, verily believing he came in that manner to Murther 
bim; yet at laſt recollected bimſelf, and laid, My Lord, have 
Jeu the Ninge Warrant for this? The Duke Anſwer'd, No: 
Then faid Telvert, How dare you Enter 4 cloſe Pris ner's 
Todging t is as nuch as your Life is worth: And aſſure” your 
. Jelf, Mr. Lieutenant, the King ſhall know of this, and you muſt 
Anſwer it. To which the Duke Teply'd, I come to you 45 4 
Friend, thy" formerly I confeſs, upon juſt cauſe, your Mortal Ene- 
my; und wow J won d only as yon iwo Queſtions, which if 4 
| _ wi 
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will reſolve me, I vow-to be 4 greater Friend. to you, than ever 
Ia, an Enemy; and can and will reſtore you fourfeld:. Then Tet- 
verton told him, It they were ſuch as he. might, he would. 
The, firſt he ask d was, What wrong he had ever done bit, 
that he ſo grecdily thirſted altes h 5 Blood ? fel berten reply d, 
Never any; but / was ſet on to do what I did, 4 Power 7 
could not wi;hſtand, Thien the Duke asked him, by whonr 7 
By the King your - Maſter, ſaid Telverton ; who tines you mare 
than any Man, living ; which you might. well undefſtand, when 
his Speech io the Parliament, he ſud, He woulc not ſpare any; 
no, not any that were deareſt to him, or lay in His Boſom ; 
by which be pcinted them to you. Well, ſaid Buckingham! I fee 
you have de lt libe 4 friend with me, by many. otber Concur- 
rences, at well as, by this: Give me your band, which he did; 
Henceforth (aid he, you are 1, Friend, ant 1 am yrs; and 
will raiſe y u higher than I have caſt- v down.” Which fi 
had made good, had NTelverton liv'd ; For he was inftantly 


leas'l,. and the next Preferment had. à Judges Place; add 


allo had had the &ceping of the Great Seal, had not Death Seal'a 
upon his Eyes, and, ſo prevented it. And if thete were ng 
other Reaſoq, but this Charge, from a_ mortal Eneny to 
firm a Friend, it were. ſuſficient to confirm the truth of 
this Story. Eut the Perſon from whom 1 had this Relation, 
had it from Telvertcon's own Mouth. And theſe were the true 
Cauſes of Buckingbam's, hatred to the Ring; and the King's to 
Buckinzham.; The King indeed had the moſt Power to revenge, 
but had the leſs Courage; whereas Buckingham, Who had the 
leaſt Power, had the moſt Coura e, ſharpened with Revenge. 
And however the World did believe the Kings Inclination 
was out of a Religious Ground, that he might not Revenge; 
yet it was no other but a Cowardly Diſpoſition, that durſt 
not adventure. But tho' the King loſt his opportunity on 
Buckiagham,,, yet the Black Plaiſter and Powder, ſhew'd Buck- 
ingbam loſt not his upon the King; and allo, that it was 
no Fiction, but a Reality which Padro Maceftriz had former- 
ly told the King. e 
And now to return from this Diſgreſſion, ( which, beſides 
that it is a great Secret, has not been altogether impertinent 
the Prince returns from Spi, and throws off: the Span 
Match, when it was abſolutely concluded ;, being in this laſt 
Scene, even with the Spaniards, for as they had held the King 
long in hand with the Treaty, without any Deſign of bring» 
ing it to effect; ſo, after the Prirce came into pain, and they 
thought be was like to turn Roman Carbolick, and thereupon 
began to be in Earneſt, the Prince returns into Exgland again, 
and turns it all to a Jeſt, For tho when he left a Proxy, or 
Procuration wizh Digby, for the Coninmmation of the Mar- 
riage, as ſoon. as the Diſpenſation came ſrom Rome, which 
the Prince had both Sealed and ſworn to; yet when the 
Prince was come to St. Anders, where the E li Mavy 
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waited to carry him to England, he poſted one Clark, a ereatufe 
of the Dukes, back to Madrid, to command the Earl of Briſto! 
not to deliver the Procuration for the Eſpouſal, till he had fur- 


ther Order from Exgland. And when the Prince and the Duke 


were arrived in England, and had given the King a plauſible 
account of the Jpamſh Delays and inſincerity, and alſb of Bri- 
fol's Miſcarriages, for whom the Duke had no kindneſs; which 
Account the King took upon the Prince's word, being back'd by 
the Dukes, without any ſtrict Examination into the matter; it 
was thereupon reſolved, by way of Retaliation for the Spaniards 
former delays, to have it —_— on our ſide by degrees, and 
not to break off all at once: Upon which an Abſolute Com- 


mand from the King to the Earl of Briſtel, was ſent to Madrid, 


with all ſpeed, to hed the delivery of the Proxies, till Chrift- 
tion came. In which Letter Briſfto! had 


their eagerneſs was ndw taken off) to demand · the Reſtitution 
of the Palatinate and Electoral Dignity: (Which had been both 
waved and neglected in the Concluſion of the Treaty.) The 
King giving this as a reaſon for it, That it wou'd be a great Diſ- 
Proportion for him to receive one Daughter with Foy and Coment- 
ment, and to leave anorber at the ſame time in Sighs and Tears ;, 


Which indeed was ſo good a Reaſon, that it ought to have 


been remembred much ſooner. | | 

But for the greater Affront to the Spaniard, this Power given 
to Brifto!, to defer the E ſpouſals till Chriſtmas, was to be reſer- 
ved to himſelf, and not to be made Publick, till the Diſpen- 
ſation ſhould come to diſcover it. For in the Procuration left 
by the Prince, there was a Clauſe that the Power therein grant. 
ed, ſhou'd be in force but till Chriſtmas, and then to Expire : So 


that by this Order to Briſtol, the Execution of it was to be ſu- 


pended, till it was altogether invalid. Which the Spaniards 


not knowing, made all Provifion' ready for it. And the 


truth is, it will be a little diverſion to the Reader, to let him 


know what a deal of do was made to no purpoſe ; and which 


Briflol knew wou'd be ſo, yet was not to difcover it. For the 
King of S ain ſent into England Don Mendoza de Alcorcana, to 
King James, to Congratulate the Prince's happy Voyage into 
Spain, and his ſafe Return into England ; and from thence he 


had Inſtructions to go into Flanders, Germany, and Itah, to 


make known to all Princes and Potentates, Allies to the King of 
Stain, how near the Treaty of Marriage between the Prince 
of Englant and the Infanta of Spain, was, to be conſummated. 
Inſomuch that the Polonian Ambaſſador at Madrid, that Sollici- 
ted to have the Infanta for the Prince of Poland, when he ſaw 
ſuch Preparations for the Match with England, fainted in his 
hopes, and return'd home. And as ſoon as the Diſpenſation 
came from the New Pope ( which was in the beginning of De- 


cember, Ponefires were made throughout all Spain, for joy; and 


the great Ordnance every where Thunder'd out the Noiſe of 
| | it. 
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it. The Ninth of the Month was prefix d for the Marriage- 
Day, a Tarras being erected between the Court and the next 
Church, almoſt a Quarter of a Mile in length, cover d with 
Tapeſtry for the greater Magnificence ; and all'things appointed 
in the higheſt State for ſo great a Solemnity. Preſents were 
provided in the Court of Spain for the Ring and Prince; the 
Infanta's Family (to take into England) was ſettled and eſta- 
bliſhed : She had uled her beſt Skill among the Sweets of Spain, 
as one of the Principal of them, to cloath her Lord and Hus. 
band with ſome Suits of perfumed Amber-Leather, ſome em- 
-broider'd with Pearl, and ſome with Gold; ſhe had alſo pra- 
ctis d the Engliſh Tongue, to make it Natural, þy the help ef 
her two Jeſuite Tutors, Wadſworth and. Boniface ; and began to 
draw the Letters which ſhe intended to have written, the Day 
of her Efpouſals, to the Prince her Husband, and the King her 
Father-in-law : Her pony into England being refolv'd on 
about the Beginning of . 4 | 

In this State of Readineſs for the Conſummation of the Mar- 
riage, were the Affairs of Spain, when King Fames's Com- 
mands, like a Cloud, over-ſhadow'd the Brightneſs of em: For 
Briſtol had freſh Orders ſent him to declare poſitively to the 
King of Spain, That without the Reſtitution of the Palatinate, and 
the Electoral Dignity, the Treaty ſbou d proceed no further, And this 
was back d by. Four Meſſengers one after another; which rais d 
ſuch a Duſt of Diſcontent among the People at Madrid, that 
they will d they had broken their Necks by the way ; the Com- 
monalty of Spam being as much for the Match as thoſe in Eng- 
land were againſt it. And if the Commonalty there were ſo 
difturbed at the Influence of this Cloudy Meſſage, no doubt 
Hut the King and the Infanta were much more ſo ; the one to 
joſe her Lover, and the other to loſe his Honour: For if the 
Infanta was difturb'd , becauſe her Heart was affected; the 
King was no leſs ſo, becauſe he found himſelf affronted. But 
the King's Anſwer to Briſtol, was, That the Palatinate was none 
of his to give, and the Electorate was 1n- the Power of another; 
but if the Emperor and the Duke of Bavaria would not yield ta Ree 
fon, be would arm bimſelf on the King's Part againſt them; But 
this wou'd not dog for now fair Promiſes had loſt their Vertue. 
Which the King of Spain perceiving, ſent to the Earl of Briſtol, 
to demand no more Audience of him, nor deliver any more 
Letters to the Infanta; and gave Command, That none ſhould 


hereafter call her Princeſs of England. And thus ended the 


Spaniſh Treaty, which had been of above Seven Years length: 
In which, for all the Subtilties of Olivares and Gundamore, the 


King at laſt came off a Conqueror, and paid the Spaniards in 


their own Coin, tho with the Breach of his Oath and loſs of 
his Honour. : | 
But that the Prince ſhou'd go into Shan privately, and wi 

fo much Hazard, to bring this Spaniſh Match about, and there 

having made ſuch large Conceſſious to all the Spaniards De- 

mands, and with the King of Spain had ſolemnly ſworn to ac- 

compliſh 
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compliſu the Marriage; having alſo been ſo Royally treated 
dy the King of Spain, and parting with fo much Fat is faction, 
both with reſpect to the King and the Lady Infanta ; the King 
telling him, Tut notlung in tbe World could more obige bim thun 
the Confidence be had of bim, 10 put bimſelf imo bis Hands, being 
umiſual with Frinces : But he that valu d his - Honour above all 
Farthly things, wat the more endeared to bim, in that he gave 
bim, by this, Acceſs, an Opportunity to expreſs it; and proteſied, he 
earneſily d:firel @ nearer Conjunttton of 'Brotherly - Aﬀettion with 
him, fer the more emire Unity betwixt them : And the Prince re- 
plying to him again, Tha be wei very ſenſible of thoſe high Fa- 
ven be bad fouu duting bit Abode in hit Court and Preſence; 
which had ſet ſuch an Eſtimation um bis Worth, that he k mt 
bow» 10 value it; but he would leave u diu ix that on d umabe 
goed hit Defe&s,. if be would do him tbe Horour, and mate him fo 
Happy, as to proſes ve bim in the good Opinion of her, bis moſt Fait, 
bis moſt Dear Miſtreſs. And yet after ſuch a Parting as this, 
that the Prince ſhould fend a Private Inſtruction to the Earl of 
Briſtol,” to ſtay the Delivery of the Proxy, till further Order, 
even before he Mas got out of Spæin, does not only manifeſt 
the Iugratitude and Diſſimulation of the Prince, but his Watit 
of Wiſdom alſo. And ſince there was no other Reaſon for 
this, but the Breach between the Duke and Oivares, it too evi- 
dently manifefts the great Aſcendant that the Duke had over 
the Prince: And not only over the Prince, but over the King 
too, ſince he coud foreafily turn him from the Spaniſb Match, 
upon which his Heart was ſo fixed, that he himſeif declar d, 
That lite rhe higheſt orb, it carried all his Raccalta's along witb it. 
Which; ſince I have mention d, it will- not be amiſs to tell you, 
the Occaſion of his ſaying, it; it being beſides, to the preſent 
ere eee 56 
da The Printe's going into Spain, was not only kept Secret from 
King Janes Council, but from the Lord Keeper Williams too; 
tho the King confided in his Abilities above all the other of his 
Council : hut chen it had taken vent, the King ask'd the 
Keeper, Whether he thought the Knight: Ertam s Pilgrimage, ( mean- 
ing the Prince's) o prove Lnckey to win tbe Spaniſn Lady, and 
convey ber into England? yes, Sir, (anſwer d my Lord- Keep- 
er) if tte Marquis (for Bucbingnam was no more when he 


went firſt into Spain, the Title of Duke being ſent thither after 


him, to ſet him on a Level with Duke diiuares) will give Ho- 
ad to Conde Duke Olivares, and remember he is the Favourite of 
Spain; or if Olirares will ſhew Honourablz Civiliiy to my Lord 
Marquis, and remember he is 4 Favourite of England 3 the Wooing 
may be proſperous : "But if my Lord Marquis ſhowd forget where he 
was, and not fioop. to Olivares; or if Olivares, forgettins what 
" Gueſt he hath receiv'd with the Prince, bear himſelf baughtily, and 
lite 4 Caſtilian, to my Lord Marquis 5 the Provocation may be dange= 
#0us to croſs your - Majeſty's good Intentions 5 and J pray Gad (con- 
tinu'd he) that neither 2be one nor the Other run intb that mn 
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This Anſwer of the Keeper took ſuch an Impreſſion upon the 
King, that he asked the Keeper, If be had writ n hit Son an the 
Marquis clearly, and upon what Ground he ſpould ſtand? Tes, 

aid the Keeper, and to that Purpoſe 1 have diſpatched ſome Pat- 
guets, Then continue, ſaid the King, to help n and them in 15 7 
Difficulties, with your beſt Powers and Abilities, and ſerve me fait 
fuly in this Motion; which, like the higheſt orb, carries all my 
Raccalta s, my Counels ar preſent, and Profpets upon tie ſuture, 
with it, and I will never part with . * * 7 f. 
But notwithſtanding all the Advice that the Lord - Keeper 
gave to the Duke, yet he ſplit tht whole Buſineſs upon this ve- 
ry Rock which he had been fore-warn'd of, both by the Ring 
and the Lord. Keeper; and at laſt of all (as the Detector of 
the Four laſt Reigns'well obſerves, diſcover d his Temper and 
Diſſimulation, in fo ſtrange a manner, at his taking leaye of 
Olivares, as is withour all Example, as well 4s without the leaft 
Care of the Prince's Safety : For the Duke told him, after he 
had deliver'd the Inſtrument to ſtay the Delivery of the Proxy, 
That he was obliged to the King, Queen, and Infant, in an Eternal 
Tie of Gratitude 5 and that he weu'd he an Everlaſting Servant 0 
'em, and endeatour to do the beſt Offices for concluding the Mateb, 
ant ſtrengrbning the Amity berween the Juto Crowns: But as fur 
himſetf (Olivares) he had ſo diſoblig'd him, that be cou'd not, with» 
ent Flattery, make the leaſt Profeſſion of Friendſhip to bim. 5 
Tis true, when the King underſtood that the Heats am 
Contraventions of the Duke with Olivares and Briflol, was like 
to make a Ruprure in the Treaty, he then began to conſider 
with himſelf the fickle State he ſtood in, both at Home and 
Abroad, if the Marriage fucceeded not; for all the Two Sub- 4 
ſidies he had granted him by the Parliament, and the Penevo- 

; lence he had rais'd afterwards upon the people by his own Att 
thority, was expended, and a great Debt contracted beſides; 
and, which was more, he ſtood but upon ill Terms with his 
Subjects, for petitioning him againſt this very Match, and al- 
ſerting their Privileges ; for which, after he had diffolv'd the 
Parliament, he impriſon'd ſeveral of them; the like whereof 
was never done before by any of his Predeceſſors. And yet 
for all this, now Buckingham had ſo violently cauſed a Rupture of 
the Match, wherein he plac'd his ſole Felicity, he had not Cou- 
rage fo much as to frown upon him; nay, ſo much was he 
over-awed by kim, that notwithſtanding the Duke had ſpoiFd 
all the Raccalta's of his Counſels, and the Proſped of his future 4 
tineſs,, which he had plac'd in this Match, yet he becomes the 
Duke's Advocate herein, and magnifies his Fidelity, Conftancy, 
and Conduct, in breaking it off: And afterwards ſent back the 
Earl of Briſtol from coming to the Parliament, that he might 
not ſpoil the fine Tale the Duke had told there. For however 
the Duke had difoblig'd the King thereby, yet he now began 
to value himſelf ſo much upon it, that he ſets up for a Patriot 
upon the Credit thereof, and nothing leſs will ſerve him than 
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do be the Darling of the Commons; for finding how much the 
People were againſt the Match, as we have before noted, the 
Duke makes, what he at firſt did only out of Spight to 0liveres 
and Briſtol, become now the Means of his own Safety ; and in 
the Banqueting-Houſe at White-baP, before the King and both 
Houſes of Parliament, aſcribes to himſelf the ſole Glory of 
breaking the Spaniſh Match. 

It will now be high time to have done with this Match; on- 
ly let me obferve Two things more from it, which ſhew, the 
King's both want of Gare and Infincerity : The Firſt is, That 
to propagate this Match, he left his Son-in-law to conteſt with 
Powerful Enemies, without aſſiſting him; whereby he not onl 

loſt the Kingdom of Bobemia, expoſing the Proteftant Intere 

there, to Ruine and Deſtruction; but alſo ſuffer d the Palati- 
nate, his Hereditary Patrimony, and the Electoral Dignity, to 
be raviſh'd beth ſrom him and his Children; whilſt by only 
ſending Ambaſſadors, he made himſelf and the Engliſh Nation 
ridiculous all over Europe: So that in the King of Spain's own 
Towns, even whiift the Treaty was on foot, they preſented in 
their Comedies, Meſſengers bringing News in haſte, That the 
Palatinate was likely to have a very numerous Army. on Foot, 
for the King of Denmark would furniſh him with a Thouſand 


Pickle-Herrings, th? Hollander: with a Hundred thouſand But- 


ter-Boxes, and England with a Hundred thouſand Ambaſſadors ; 
picturing the King in one place, with a Scabbard without a 
word; and in another place, with a Sword that no body cou'd 
draw, tho' divers Perſons: ſtood pulling at it. In Bruſſels they 
painted him with his Pockets hanging out, and never a Penny 
in them; and his Purſe turn'd up-fide down. And in Antwerp 
they pictur'd the Queen of Babemi like a poor Iriſb Mantler, 
with her Hair hanging about her Ears, and her Child at her 
Back, with the King her Father cnn the Cradle after her : 
And every one of theſe Pictures had fe 
ding their Malice; ſuch. Scorns and Contempts were put upon 
the King, and in him. upon the whole Nation. And, all this 
while the King pretended that this Spaniſb Match was the only 
way to preſerve the Palatinate, on ſo he was perſwaded by 
Gondamer) tho during the Time of the Treaty, it was actually 
taken away. 

The Second thing I have to obſerve, is, "That tho' the Oc- 
caſion taken to break this Match (after it was fo ſolemnly 
agreed upon, and ſworn to by both Kings and the Prince, and 
that the Marriage ſhould be conſummate within Ten Days after 
the Diſpenſation came from Rome, which it did about the Begin- 
ning of December, 1624.) was the Reſtitution of the Palatinate, 


and the Reftoring the Palatine to the Electoral Dignity ; yet 


in all the Treaty for this Match, the Reftitution of the Palati- 
nutte was laid aſide; For the Earl of Briſtol, in his Defence 


. atainſt the Duke's Charge, ſays,» That his Inſtructions from 


King Fames, bearing Date the 14th of March, 1621, were 
ee expreſs, 


veral Motto's, expreſ- 
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preſs, That he ſbonld not make the Bufineſs of tbe Palatinate « Con- 
4 of the Non : And that he had other Letters from the 
King, fully to the ſame Effect: And yet after all was conclu-' 
ded and ſolemnly ſworn to, all muſt be daſh'd again, without 
the Reſtitution of the Palatine to his Countrey and Electoral 
Dignity 3 which being perplex'd with ſuch Variety of Intereſts, 
as the Duke of Bavarat's having poſſeſs'd himſelf of the Upper 
Palatinate, and the Reſtitution of the Palatine being an Att of 
the Emperor and Empire, was not in the King of Spain's Power: 
Nay, the Proxies left with the Earl, would not ſo much as ad- 
mit of à further Treaty, for the Marriage was to be conſum- 
mate within Ten Days after the Arrival ot the Diſpenſation 
trom Rome. This certainly argu'd the greateſt Inſincerity in 
the King, of any thing in the World ; and made it appear to all 
thinking Perſons, to be only a Sham Pretence to come off with 
a little Credit at lat : Notwithſtanding the Flouriſ the Duke 
makes in his Narrative to the Parliament, wherein he tells 'em, 
© It is fit to obſerve this Paſſage, which is the Thing whereupon 
all his Highneſs's the Prince's ſubſequent Actions did depend 
He had never ſtay d a Sennight longer in Spain; he had never 
left any Proxy withBriſtol; he had never taken the Oath at the 
« Eſcurial 3 nor ever ſo much as have written a Letter of Com- 
© plement to the Lady, but that he had ftill before his Eyes, as 
© his Cynoſure, the Promiſe made by the Conde, for the Reſticu- 
© tion of the Palatinate. But if rhe Reſtitution of the Patarinate 
were the Foundation upon which the whole Treaty moved, 
why was it not ſo much as mention'd iu all the Treaty, ſo (6- 
1 to by both Kings, the Prince, and Buckingbam 
himſelf? Nay, why ſhould king Fames, by two ſeveral Ex- 
prefles to the Earl of Briſtol, command him, that he ſhou'd not 
make the Buſineſs of the Palatinate a Condition of the Mar- 
riage ? The plain Truth of the Matter, after all, is only thiss 
When the King writ to Briſtol, he was afraid the Buſineſs of the 
Palatinate wou d have ſpoil'd the Match ; but when the Match 
was to be broken off, he knew, that to inſiſt upon the Reſtitu- 
tion of the Palarinate was the ready way to do it. 5 
But there muſt be à Match however; only the Bride muſt now 
be had nearer home; but ſhe muſt be a Catholick ſtill: So that 
the Proteftant Religion is like to get nothing by it, but a Queen 
that will govern her Husband, bring up her Children Papiſts, 
and Embroil the State; and this. was Henrietta Maria, the 
youngeſt Daughter of Henry the Fourth of France; but this 
Match went on niore ſmoothly ; for Lewis the 13th was as car- 
neſt for it as King Fames, telling my Lord Kenfington, That he 
took it for an Honour that he (ought his Siſter for the ſole Son 
of ſo Illuſtrious a King, his Neighbour and Ally; only he de- 
fired that he might ſend to Rome to have. the Pope's conſent for 
the better ſatisfaction of his Conſcience. Cardinal Richliei 
was now Chief Minifter in France, and ſat at the Helm o 
Affairs there, managing all Tranſad ions with a ſupreme Dicta. 
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torſhip; being quite other Miniſter of State than 0livares was 
in Span. Richlien (for all the French King's Fondneſs for this 
Match) had his Eyes in ev'ry Corner of the Court of Eng- 
land; and very well knew how cager the King was to have this 
Match concluded; and he knew as well likewiſe, how much he 
was an over-match for Buckingham, who was to have the Tran- 
ſacting of it., and therefore how much ſdeyer it was deſired in 
France, yet in the Treaty Richlien was reſolvd to make the 
Enxgliſb Court to lower their Topſail, and bring em to his Bow, 
To which end, he inſiſted upon the fame Articles of Religion, 
and Liberty for Popiſh Recuſants, which were granted in Spain; 
and was fo far from abating an Iota of them, that he rais d em 
higher; for he alledged, that it was not fit that his Maſter, 
who was the Eldeſt Son of the Church, ſhould abate any thing 
of what was granted to the Catholick King, And yet for all 
theſe high Terms, her Portion was but Eight hundred thou- 
ſand Crowns, (which was not one Tenth of what the Infanta's 
Portion was) Altho yet the Confideration of it muſt be Eighteen 
thouſand Pounds per annum Joynture; which (as if it was not 
half enough) ber Son afterwards increas'd it to Fourty thou- 
ſand: Beſides which, the King was to give her Fifty thouſand 
pounds in Jewels, wbereof ſhe was to have the Property, as much 
as of thoſe ſhe ſhou'd bring from France. King James was alſo 
obliged to maintain her and her Houſe; and ſne was alſo to enjoy 
her *Dowry and Joynture, which was to be Aſſign'd in Lands, 
Caftles, and Houſes, whereof one was to be furniſh'd, and fit 
for Habitation : and the ſaid Joynture to be paid her where- 
ever ſhe ſhouid deſire to reſide ; She was alſo to have the free 
Diſpolal of all the Benefices and Offices belonging to the ſaid 
Lands; whereof one was to be a Dutchy or County. And in 
Cale ſhe ſurvive her Husband, her Dowry was to be return'd 
to her intirely, whether ſhe lived in Exgland, or not, And in 
Caſe ſhe dy d before her Husband without Children, the Moi - 
ety of her Portion to to be return'd, And yet after all cheſe 
large Proviſions, her Portion, ſuch as it was, muſt be paid 
but one half the year after the Marriage, and the other half 
the year after that. Theſe were the Temporal. Articles for 
this French Match. It will now be worth our chile to ſee what 


was agreed to in thoſe which referr d to Religion. 


: . . 4 
The Articles of Marriage of the King of Greut- 
Britain, with Madam Henrietta Maria of France, 


* by * 


1 a a> 


& Thet Madam, the King's Sifter, ſhould bave- all ſort of Liberty 
ct i the Exerciſe of "the:Catholickh Apoſtolick Roman: Religion; and 
* olf her Officers and ber Children: And that they ſbould have for this 
t purpoſe 4 Chappel in all the Royal Houſes, and @'Biſbop with Twen« 
« ty eight Prieſſs to adminiſter the Sacraments, andthe Word of GOD, 
«and 'ro do all their Offices, © | 1 W 

hat the Children which ſhowd be born of the Marriage, ſpoutd 

«© be muri ſbed and brought up by Midam in the Catbolick Religion, un- 
« t rbe Ape of Thirteen" years... rata 1 * 

hat all the Domeſtichs which they ſhould: curry into England, 
<© ſhould 'b: French Catbol ichs, cheſen by the moſt Chrillian Xing 
*©2n4 when they died, 5 ſhauld take other French Cathulichs un their 
Places, but neveriheleſs by tte conſent of ibe N of Great 
Britain. ä CD i 

e That the King of Great Britain, and the Prince of Wales bit 
et Fon, oblige themſelves by 02th, not te attempt, by any means 
* wharſoever, to make ber Change ber Religion, or to force ber to amy 
< thing that might be cont! ary #bereunto : And ſhould promiſe by Mi- 
© ring on the Faith and Word of a King and Prince, to pice Order 
© that the Catbolicks, as well Kecleſiaſtical as Secular, who bave been 
6 9 70 1058 ſince the laſt Edict againſt them, ſhould! be ſet avLi- 
cs erty. | by wn WF" Es wy? 

6 That the Engliſh Catholic s ſhou'd be no more Engquired ofeer for 
their Religion. nor Conſtrained to take the Oath, which contains - 
ſomething contrary to the Catholick Religion's That their Goods 
« -which-bey? been ſeized ſince 1be laſt Edict, ſhould be reſtored te 5 


* And generally, that they ſhould receive more Liberty and Cracts 
<« in favour of this Alliance with  Erance, than had bees promiſed 
« them In conſideration of that of Span. 


leaſt Iota of the Spumiſh' Articles, that he taisd em higher; 
and the before · redted Articles ſutficiently makes it out:; 
For in the Spaniſh Atticles the Infants was to have but 24 
Prieſts and Aſſiſtants; but the French Lady is to have 28. 
In the Spaniſh Treaty the Children which ſhould be born; of 
that Marriage were: to be brought up by the Infant only 
ien years; and even the Pope deſired the time to be enlar» 
gel only to Twelve years; but in this Frenb Freaty, they 
are to be nouriſhed by their Mother, and inſtructed in the 
Catholick Religion, till the Age of Thirteen. And what Pro- . | 
ficients they were in the Popiſh Religion by being ſo early 
and ſo long brought up im it, the two laſt Reigns has ſuf- | 
figently-ſhewn us. And what Fruit the [Roman Catbolicks 3 
Expe cted from this Match, will appear from the Deputation | 
of Father Berule, Superiour General of the Oratory, to his | 
Holineſs, to obtain the Dilpenſation for the aforeſaid Mar- 


| 
I have ſaid before that Richlizu was ſofar from abating tb 
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The Inſtructions which were given to Father de Berule, 
were, © To render himſelf with all diligence at Rome, to ob- 
tain the Popes Diſpenſation ; and to this effect, to repre- 
ſent to his Holineſs, That the King of Great Britain ha- 
ving demanded of the King, his Siſter: His Majeſty hear- 
4 kened more willingly to this Propoſition, in that he Eſteem d 
it very profitable towards the Converſion of the Engliſb, 
as heretofore. a French Princeſs married into England, had 
induced them to Embrace Chriſtianity; but the Honour 
which he had vowed to the holy See, and particularly to 
* his Holineſs, who baptized him in the Name of Po 
Clement the Eighth, did not permit him to Execute the 
Treaty without having obtained his Diſpenſation. That 
this Marriage ought to be look'd upon, not only for the 
* Benefit of the Engliſh Catholicks, but of all Chriſtendom, 
*-who would thereby receive great Advantage: That there 
vas nothing to be hazarded for in Madam, ſeeing that ſhe 
% was as firm in the Faith, and in Piety, as he could deſire: 
That ſhe had a Biſhop and 28 Prieſts to do their Duties: 
5 That ſhe had not a Domeſtick that was not Catbolick; and 
that the King of Great Britain, and the Prince of Wales, 
© wopld oblige themſelves by Writing and by Oath, not to 
& ſolicit her directly or indirectly, neither by themſelves, nor 
by Perſons interpoſed, to change her Religion: On the 
contrary, having nothing to fear for ber, he had great 
Cauſe to hope that ſhe being dearly beloved of the King, 
« who was already well enough diſpoſed to be a Carbolick, 
and of the Prince of Wales, ſhe might by ſo much the 
more contribute to their Converſion; as Women have won: 
% derful Power over their Husbands, and their Fathers. in · 
Law, when love hath given them the Aſcendant over 
their Spirits: That ſhe was ſo Zealous in Religion, that 
6 there was no doubt but ſhe wou'd Employ in this Pious 
% Deſign, all that depended upon her Induſtry: And that 
«if GOD ſhou'd not bleſs her Intentions in the Perſon of 
* King Fames, and of the Prince of Wales, it was apparent 
that their Children would be the Reſtorers of the Faith, 
which their Anceſtors had deſtroyed ; ſeeing ſhe wou'd 
1 have the Charge to Educate them in the Belief, and in the 
« Exerciſe of the Catholick Religion, till the Age of Thir - 
© teen years; and that theſe firſt Seeds of Piety being laid in 
* their Souls, cultivated with care at the time where they 
© ſhould be more ſuſceptible of Inſtructions, would infallibl 
e produce ſtable and permanent Fruitsz that is tolay, a Faith 
4 f firm, that it might not be ſpaken by Hereſie in a riper 
Age. That after all, the Catholicks of England would receive 
no ſmall profit at preſent, fince the King of Great Britain, 
*and the Prince of Wales, wou'd both oblige themſelves upon 
&* their Faith, and by Writing, no more to Enquire after them, 
gor Puniſh them when they ſhould be dilcovered; T En- 
T2 * nf arge 
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large all thoſe that had been Impriſdned. and to make them 
reſtitution of Money and Goods, that had been taken from 
* them ſince the laſt Edict, if they were yet in being; and 
generally to treat them with more favour than they could 
© have ExpeRted from the Alliance with Spain. And fur» 
* ther he had Orders to let the Pope under ſtand, that to 
* render more reſpe& to the Church, it had been agreed 
* that Madam ſhou'd be Atfanced and Married according 
© to the Catholick Form, and agreeable to that which was 
* follow'd at the Marriage with Charles the Ninth, made 
« of Madam Margaret of France, with the late King Henry 
* the Fourth, then King of Navarre. All theſe things ſpoke 
* themſelves, and appeared ſo viſibly, that they would ad- 
© mit of no doubt. 85 
Thus we ſee what hopes the Roman Catholicks had of Set - 
ting up Popery again in this Kinadom; And at the ſame 
time the little Care King Fames had of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and his great inſincerity and groſs Prevarication 
with the Parliament; to whom he declar'd in the'18th year 
of his Reign. Th:t if the Treaty of the Match with Spain, were 
not fer the Benefit of the Eſtabliſhed Religion at Home, and of 
the Reformed Abroad, be was not worthy to be their Xing: 
When that the Sun ſhines at Noon Day, is not more viſi- 
ble, than that the Deſign of that Treaty was, the bringing 
in of Popery, and the ſuppreſſing of the Proteſtant Religion, 
which the Prince was poſitive in, both for himſelf and his 
Father, that he would infallibly bring it abort in three years; 
and that to Effet it he wou'd run all hazards both of his 
Eſtate, and even of his Life : And yet the king tells his next 
Parliament, even whilſt this French Match 1s treating, Thet 
45 for the Jole ration of the Roman Religion, as ſurely as-G 0 D 
hall judge bim, be never thought nor meant, nor never in words 
Expreſſed any thing that favoured of it. The very reading of 
whch, is enough to make one tremble ! That any one ſhou d, 
be ſo given over to a reprobate ſenſe, as to declare with ſuch 
Aſſeverations, what his own Conſcience, as well as his Actions, 
teſtified to him, was a Lve ! If Religion, Truth, and Juftice, 
Supports the Thrones o* Princes, what ſhall we think of 
thoſe that having wholly abandon'd theſe Vertues, ſcek to 
'Eftabliſh themſelves by Falſehood, Lying and Deceit! Sure he 
that reflects upon theſe things, and conſiders the woful Cata- 
ſtrophe that befel his Unfortunate Family, cannot but own,” 
that as there is a Reward for the Righteous, ſo there is a 
GOD that Judgeth in the Earth. For whatever Aﬀeverati- 
ons the King made to the Contrary, it plainly appear d 
ſoon after, what diſmal Effects this French Marriage had 3 
for the Proteſtants in France were rain'd by the King s len- 
ding the French King his Fleet. Jn recompence whereof 
the French were to permit Mansfelde who had rais'd an Army 
of 10000 Foot, 2000 Horſe in Exgland, to land at Calais, 
Ce - "where 
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where the French ſhould joyn him with, another Body © 
Horſe and Foot, for the Recovery of the Palatinate : Which 
was only a Jeſuitical ccntrivance to render thoſe Forces of 
no uſe, as the ſequel made evident: For this Army being 
ſhipt at Dover, and put over to Calais, were there deny d 
Entrance; and having no other Inſtructions, and wantin 
Proviſions, they lay neglected at Sea; and in this diſtreſs, 
a peſtilence raged among them, ſo that they were forc'd 
to ſail to Z:aland ; where having no Orders, they were de- 
nied Landing, therez and this being the moſt terribl e ſeaſon 
of the year, in December, what by Hunger, Cold and Pefti- 
lence, above two thirds of them periſhed before leave dould 
be obtained to land them in Holland: So that they never 
did the King of Spain ſo much hurt, as they had done in 
Englend before they were ſhipt, living upon Plunder and Free- 
quarter. And this was the firſt Fruits of our Treaty with 
France, and a Specimen -how well Lewis the thirteenth wou'd 
make geot his Promiſe to King James, to render him all 
good Offices in his own Perſon, whenſoever King Fames 
wou'd defire him. 

But tho' theſe were ſad Preſages of what might be ex- 
petted from the deſigned Marriage, yet theſe things no ways 
diſcompos d the quiet Repoſe of our Pacifick King: Who if 
he couid but fee his only Son married to a Daughter of 
Frans, it was all he defird; nor did he trouble himſelf 
with what might be the Conſequence : Which yet he ne- 
ver hv'd to ke ; for the thread of his Life was ſpun out be- 
fore the Marriage was conſummated, i 

The King, according to his wonted Cuſtom, going his 
Hunting Tourney, which he always ended in Lent, was ſei⸗ 
ed on by an Ordinary Jertian Acue: Which at that Seaſon, 
according to the Proverb, was Phyſict for a King; but it prov'd 
otherwife to him; for what was but Phyfick to any other, 
was made mortal to him. Yet, to ſpeak the truth, the 
Aue was not that which prov'd ſo fatal to him: For the 
Duke of Buckingham did upon Monday the 2 1ſt of March, 
(when in the Judgment of the Phyſitians the Ague was in 
its Declination) apply a Plaiſter to rhe Wriſts and Stomach 
of the King, and did alio deliver ſeveral quantities of Drink 
to the King, contrary to the will of his Phyſiciatis, Who re- 
fuſed to meddle farther with the King till the ſaid Plaiſter 
was removed: And that the King himſelf, as patieat as he 
was in his Sickneſs, fear'd ſome foul play, appears by what 
he ſaid to a Servant of his, who cried, Courage, Str, this 
ic tus 4 ſmall Fit, the next will be none ar all ; at which the 
King, looking Earneftly on him, ſaid, Ab! it is not the Ague 
afhi etb me, but the black Plaifier and Powder given me by 
Buckingham, and laid ro my Stomach And in truth, the Plai- 
fler to tcrmented him; that be was glad to have it pulld 

f, which pet could {not be dene withcut bringing away 
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the Skin alſo. Nor was it indeed fair dealing, to bring in 
an Emperick to apply any Medicines while the Phyficians 


appointed to attend him were at Dinner: This was ſuch 


a Daring as was not Juſtifiable'; and ſome of the King's 
Phyſitians mutter'd againſt it; others made a great Noiſe, 


and were forc'd to fly for it; and tho' the ftill voice was 


quickly filenc'd by the Dukes Power, yet the Clamorous made 
ſuch deep impreſſions, - that his p:etended Innocence cou'd 
never wear em our, And King Fames was ſo afraid of foul 


Play, that he wou'd often ſay to Montgomery. ( whom he truſted 


above all Men in his Sickneſs) For G 0D's ſake ook I have 
fair Play, | 18 

Now that which made the King ſo afraid of foul Play 
from Buckingham, was a Letter that he had recei -d from 


In ioſa, which Buckingham had writ to the Queen of Bohemia 


with his own hand, in anſwer to a, Letter writ to him by 
that Queen, deſiring him to take care of her Intereſt in 
the French Treaty of Marriage, which was then going for- 
ward: In which Letter of Buckingham's' to that Queen, there 
was theſe words, Madam, Be confident that whatſoever hath mt 
been compaſi d in Moſes's time, may be perfelled in Joſhua's; 
alths* ns in the Old Man's Days, Which Letter by a ſtrang 

Facality was intercepted before it got over, and was carried 
in to the Marqueſs Inotoſa's hand, who found means to im- 
port it to King Fimes: Now altho' what he receiv'd from 
Ini by Padro Macejlrio, was that which gave him very 
much. Diſturbance at firſt, yet upon Buch ingbams pleading 


his Innocence, he began to be pretty well ſatisfied again; 


but this Letter was the thing that ſtuck with the King, as 
being matter of fact. It was alſo generally thought that the 
Duke had dealt ill with the King, or elſe he had never 


been tax'd fo home by one of the King's Servants as he was: 


For Buckingham coming into the King's Bed Chamber, even when 
he was at the point of D-ath, an honeſt Servant of the Kings, 
Cried out, Ab! my Lord ! gen hie undone us, all big poor 
Servants ;” tho you are ſo well provi led, you need not care. 
At which Buckinabam kick'd at him; bat he caught him by the 
Foot, and marle his head come to the Ground: Whereupon 


Buckingham preſently rilins, run to the dying King's B24< 


ſide, and cried, 7uffice Sir, I am Abuſed by Tour Servants, 
and wrongfully accuſed: At which, the poor King Mournful- 


ly fixed his Eyes upon him, as who would fay, Not wrong full,: 
For after the Application of that Plaiſter, and the Drink 


that was twice given him hy the Duke's own hand, ( and 


which he refuſed to take the third time) he found himſcif 


much worſe; and that a Drought, Raving, Fainting, and 


- 


an Intermitting Pulſe, follow'd thereupon : And when the 
Phyſitians, to comforc him, told him, That this ſecoad Im · 


paairing of his Health proceeded from Cold, or ſome — 
' 


Cauſe, No, ne, ſaid the King, it N N frm that E 
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bad from Bukcingham. And for this, the Duke was Im- 
peach d by the Commons in the Reign of his Son: And if 
any ſay, This was but a Charge; I acknowledge it; but 
ſay withal, It was a Charge by the Commons in Parliament ; 
who tho' they may be miſcinform'd, yet they ſeldom accuſe 
any upon a falſe Rumor, or bare Suggeſtion ; and there- 
fore it will be a hard Task for a Man to excule his Suc- 
ceſſor for diſſolving that Parliament, to preſerve one that 
was accusd tor Poyloning his Father: And there is one 
thing more, u hich makes it next to a politive Proof; and 
that is; That tho that Parliament bad voted him four Sub- 
fidies, and four Fifteenths, yet as much as the King wan- 
ted Money, rather than this Charge ſhould” be brought 
to an iſſue, he diſſolv'd the Parliament, before it was pals d 
into an Act, and thereby loſt the Money. | 
But hovever that waz, a little before his Death, he call- 
ed for the Prince his Son, who riſing out of his Bed ſome- 
thing before Day, and preſenting himſelf before him, the 
King rouzed «up his Spirits, and raiſed himſelf up, as if he 
meant to have ſpoke to him; but Nature * Exhauft- 
ed, his ſtrength was not ſufficient to Expreſs M hat he in- 
tended, but ſoon after Expired, dying on Sunday-Morning, 
March 27. 1625. at Theobalds, in the Nine and Fifteenth 
Year of his Age, and the 22th Year of his Reign compleat. 
And was buried at Weſtminſter the 7th of May tolloving, 

with great Solemnity. - | 
This King was the firft of th: Name of Fames that ever 
rul'd in England, and it had been weil for the Nation if 
he had been the Jaſt of it too; it being the opinion of ma- 
ny, that it had been much better if there had been neither 
Firft nor Second: For as the fict came in with a Plague 
upon our Bodies, ſo the laſt went out for Endeavouring to 
bring a Plague upon our Souls. But as to Fames the firſt, 
as he 1ncouragd Flatterers, io they Encouragd him to 
think himſelt more than he ought, by Stiling him what he 
knew he was not, that is, Sacred; nay, Moſt Sacred; an Ap- 
pellation ſcarce ever given to any of our Kings betore him: 
He was allo often Stiled the Solomon of his Age; tho' with- 
out the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon ; for never were two Kings 
more unlike, unleſs it were in their Sons, R-boboam and Charles ; 
for. Solomon died the Richeft of all the Kings in the World, 
and King Fames the Pooreſt: Solomon excelled above all other 
Kings for Wiſdom ; being divinely inſpired, and his Pro- 
verbs were ſo many Divine Sentences for the Improvement 
of Vertue and Morality; whereas this Kings Learning was 
not only without Wiſdom, (tho' ſo much boaſted in by him- 
Aeif and Flatterers) but was alſo a Scandal to his Croun; 
and wanted moſt what Solom:n was moſt ſolicitous for, to 
wit, Wiſdom to govern his People: Addicting himſelf moſt 
to Senſual Pleaſures, whilſt ke neglected both the Foreign 
N DE: Aud 


- 


and Domeſtick Affairs of his Kingdom: being only Great, 
in making himſelf Little; at Home, not belov'd ; and A- 
broad, 'Contemptible: A Prince who Squander'd away the 
facred Patrimony of the Crown amongſt his Flatterers and 
Favourites; and thereby became unable to ſupport the Ho- 
nour of the Nation Abroad; and negle&ing the increaſe and 


King JAMES the Firſt. © 339 


repair of his Navy Royal, not only render'd the Nation in an 


unſettled and dangerous Peace at home, but notwithſtandin 

the Treaty with the Dutch for Licenſe to fiſhupon the Coa 

of England and Scotlani, he ſuffer d them with Men of War 
to guard their Fiſheries, and do it whether he wou'd or no : 
A Prince that treated his Parliaments like School Boys, and 
made greater Invaſions upon their Freedom and Priviledges 
even in the firſt Pacliament chat he Call'd, than many of hi; 
Predeceſſors had done in their whole Reigns: And how the 


Laws and Liberties of the People of England, and the Pri- 


viledges of Parliaments, were intrench'd upon in the begin- 


ing of his Reign, will beſt appear by two Remonſtrances 


made by two of his Parliaments, one in the Second, the 
other in the Seventh year of his Reign, to which I 1efer 


the Reader. He introduced alſo an Unpreſidented way of 


getting the Judges to make Laws to his Humour, when the 
arliament would not: For tho' the Parliament rejected the 
Union between the two Kingdoms; and that the Judges could 
not pretend to go ſo high as to do that, yet they could Na- 
turalize a whole Nation at once, as in the Caſe of the Poſt 
Nati: So that the King had ſome Experience of the Truth 
of that ſaying of his, Let me mate what Fudges I will, and what 
Biſhops I will, and I will bave hat Law and what Goſpel I will. 

But in the Twelfth year of his Reign, ſome of his 
Courtiers pretended to have ſuch an Intereſt in every County 
and Burrough, as to procure Returns of ſuch Members as 
ſhou'd do what the King pleas'd ; but they found themſelves 
miſtaken; for inſtead of Contributing to the King's Wants, 
which was all the King wanted, they lai.l open his Profuſeneſs, 
and enquir'd into the Cauſes of the unexpected increaſe of 
Popiſh Recuſants tince the Gunpowder Plot, and into many other 
Miſcarriages of Government : Which the King willing to have 
conceal'd, nat only ſtop'd their Courſe by a Diſſolution, but 
alſo afterwards committed ſuch of th-m as were moſt attire 
for the Pubiick Good, to the Tower and other Prifons ; and 
then to ſupply his Neceſſities, ſet on foot'a Benevolence, 
by which he got a very little Money, and loſt a great deal of 
Love and Affection. But certain it is, that tho' his Extra- 
vagance was inſupportable, yet becauſe the Parliament was 
backward in furniſhing him with Money to Muander away as 


he pleas d. thar he conceiv'd a great Averſion to Parhaments, | 


aud had thoughts, if poſſible, to lay them aſide for ever: And 

as certain it is alſo, that the fame Aver lion to Parliaments de- 
icended upon his Of-ipring, who proſecuted the ſame * 
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of Ruling without Parliaments, as was ſufficiently Evident 
from that Twelve years Receſs from Parliaments which was 
in bis Sons Reign; of which we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
afterwards. Nor is it any wonder that thoſe Princes who 
are fond of Arbitrary Power, and for advancing their own 
Prerogatives, ſgould be Jealous of Parliaments, which are the 
only Bulwarks of the People's Liberties; an by which Enp- 
land has ſtill preſerv'd theirs: When as almoſt all the reſt of 

Europe is over run with abſolute and Deſpotick Power, —— 
But to return again to King Fames's Character. | 

e was a Prince that won'd make a great deal too bold 
with GOD in his Paſſion, curfing and ſwearing, and ſome- 
times even verging on Blaſphemy ; yet in his better temper 
wound ſay, he hop'd GOD wou'd pardon him, and not 
impute them to him, becaule they proceeded from Paſſion ; 
But I think he had need of great Aſſurance, rather than 
Hope, that would dayly make fo bold with G OD: Eſpe- 
cially ſeeing by his diſſo ute Life and prophane Converſation, 
he debauched and Effeminated the Genius of the Engliſh 
Nation: Whereby it became more ſcandaliz'd for Swearing 
and Drinking, than in any Age before. He was a Prince, 
that inftcad of going on where hisPredeccfior left off, broke 
all tne meaſures by which ſhe and her Father became the 
Arbitrators of Cbriſtendom. & Prince feartul of all his Ene- 
mies abroad, to that degree, that he wou'd rather ſuffer 
the Lois of anv thing, than contend with em for ir. And 
hence 1t was that he quietly paſt by the Barbarous Uſage 
of his Subjects at Amboina by the Dutch, who durſt never 
bave done what. they did, had Englund had a Martial Prince: 
But they knew well enough who they had to deal withal: 
He was only great, by kxerciſing a Tyrannical Arvitrary 
Power over. his Parliament and People at Home: Ne only 
food looking on, While the French in a manner ſuppreſo d 
thoſe of the Reformed Religion in France; and ſuffered Fer- 
dmad the Second to over-run and almoſt ſubdue the Pro- 
_ tgſtant Princes in Germany, as well as his Son- in- law. 

After the Diſſolution of the Spaniſh Match, he as Earneſt- 
ly proſecuted a Match with France, as we have ſhew'd be- 
fore; and tho' he dy'd before it was conſymmated, yet he 
liv'd. to fee the Army rais'd under Count Mansfeld: for the 
recovery of the Palatinite, ruin'd by truſting to the French 
Faith, ia this very Treaty. And when he died. he not on- 
ly lett an Empty Exchequer, but a vaſt Debt upon the Croun; 
and the he was ingag d in a Foreign War, yet the Mo- 
nies given hy the Parliament for the Carrying it on, vere 
Squander'd way in carrying on the Frerch Treaty, and the 
Nation Emosoil'd in Inteſtine Feuds and Diſorders. 

Io conclude, At his Death, he leit a Son and Heir, who 
ſuccecded him, and one Daughter: But as to his Son, he 
ſaw him over-rul'd by his Favourite, agaigſt his deter mi · 

| nate 
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nate Will and Pleaſure, and his Son's own Honour and In- 
tereſt; which doubtleſs was a great mortification to him ; 
and which he often complain'd of, but had not the Courage to 
redreſs: And fo ſtrongly was this Favourite poſſeſs d of his 
Power over the Prince, in the King's Life, that the Son little 
minded his Father's Precepts, or the Counſels of any elſe, af- 
ter his Death; whereby ke increaſed the Feuds, Jealouſies and 
Animoſities of the Kingdom; which at laſt Ended in a fad 
Cataſtrophe, both of the Favourite and the King : All which 
might have been prevented, had he but made a timely uſe of 
one of his own Apothegms; which was, Let that Prince which 
would beware of Conſpiractes, be rather jealous of ſuch whom bi⸗ 
Extraordinary Favours have advanc'd, than of thoſe whom his 
Diſpleaſure bath Diſcontented ; Theſe want means to Execute their Plea- 
ſure, but they have means at Pleaſure to Execute their Deſires : For 
Ambition to rule, is more Vebemens than Malice to revenge. This ſhews 
he hadgood Notions in Conception, but cou'd bring few of em 
into Action, tho' they tended to his own Preſervation. Before 
his Death, his Daughter with her Husband and her many Chil-- 
dren, were driven into Exile and Poverty, in the Dominionof 
the States of the United Netherlands: Where they were more 
relieved by the States, the Prince of Orange, and fome Bi- 
ſhops and Noblemen of England, than either by their Father, 
or his Son, King Charles the Firſt : The True Secret Hiſtory 
of whole Reign, is next to be conſider'd by us. 
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THE TRUE 
SECRET HISTORY 
OF 


King HA RL Es the Firſt, 


E King James the Firſt, was born at Dumferling in Scot- 
land, Novemb. 19. 1600. and Crowned at Weſtmin- 


fler on February 2. 1625. But his Crown proved a Crown of 
Thorns, his Reign being Embroiled with Civil Wars, and 
the End of it Tragical beyond all Examples: Soon after his 
coming to the Crown, he Married Henrietta Maria, the Daugh- 
ter of King Hexry the Fourth of France, who was brought 
over by the Duke of Buckingbam, and Landed at Dover, June 
the 23d. This Queen being a very active Woman in the 
Goverment, and Zealous, in the Popiſh Religion, did not a 
little contribute to the Kings Misfortunes; his unbounded 
Favour alſo to the Duke of Buckingham. a Man obnoxious to 
the State, increaſed the Diſguſt of the People : Inſomuch 
| That the Duke was at laſt Stabb'd at Porrſmourb by one Lieu- 
+ tenant Fobn Felten, (for which which he was hang'd in Chains) 
But it was not till after the Fruitleſs Attempt of three ſeve- 
ral Parliaments againft his Life; the King Rtill bringing him 
off, and chuſing rather to part with his Parliaments, than with 
ſo great a Favourite: So the King by defending, Fuckingham 
having diſobliged his Parliaments, was adviſed to raiſe Money 
without them ; having the Advice of the Judges that he might 
legally do it; but thoſe ways being indeed illegal, many re- 
faſed to pay what was aſſeſſed upon them, for which they 
were impriſoned in ſeveral parts of the Nation, which in the 
Concluſion had very bad Effects. And Archbiſhop Lau 
having adviſcd the King to impoſe Epiſcopacy, and the Li- 
turgy on the church of Scotland, the Scots ( whoſe Refor- 
mation was made into Presbytery, as to Church Gorern- 
ment) Entered into 3 Solemn League and Covenaat againſt 
Epiſcopacy, as forced upon them againſt Law; and this 
dre on a Remonſtrance from the Diſſenting Party in Eng- 
land; which neceſſtated the King to call that Parliament, 


ING Charles the Firft, the only ſurviving Son of 


fo well known by the Name of the Long Parliament ; Soon 
sft-r the Calling wherecf, a bloody Rebellion and Maſſacre Ag 
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© he Proteftants broke forth in Ireland, which by that Parlia- 
Dent was charged upon the King. By this Parliament the 
E rl of Strafford was Impeached, and after a ay Trial by 
his Peers, was found guilty, the King figning the Warrant for 
his Execution, tho' unwillingly, and which he afterwards re. 
pented of: Archbiſhop Laud was allo try d, Condemned aud Exe, 
cuted by the ſame Yarliament. And the Difference growing 
wider and wider between the King and Parliament, (afe he 
had pais'd an Act that they ſhould not be diſſolv' d but by their 
own Conſent) the King, withdraws himſelf from his Parliament, 
and goes to Hull ; but found the Gates ſhut againft him, and 
himſelf denied Entrance; and then broke out the Civil War; 
which continued from the Year 1642. to the Year 1646. 
With the loſs of much Engliſh Blood, both of the Nobility; 
Gentry and Commons: The Ruine of many Families, and 
the Fall of the Church of England: For the Army raisd by 
the Parliament, prevail'd over the Kings Forces, ſo that the 
King being beſieg d in Oxford, he Eſcaped thence in Diſguiſ 

and went to the Scors Army, who had come into England to help 
the Parliament. To them, as being his Native Country-Men, 
the King ſurrender d himſelf ; but they tor the getting of two 
hundred thouſand pounds, due to them for Arrears, deliver 
him up to the Parliament; and the Parliament, being over-ruled 
by the Army, who were rather for continuing the War, than 
making Peace; when they ſaw things were in a fair way for 
an Accommodation between the King and Parliament, ſecured 
his Majeſty, and Shutting out, or Excluding all thoſe Members 
of Parliament that were not of their Temper, the refidue be- 
ing by way of Deriſion called the Rump, they reſolved to 
Arraign the King and take away his Life, by Me hods of Pre- 
rended Juſtice ; for which purpoſe they Ereded a Judicial 
Court, and made Bradſhaw (one of their Members) Preſſdent 
thereof. By whoſe Judgment, the King was Sentenc d to 
Death, as the Author, Occaſion, and Contriver of the late. 
Civil Wars: And after many Indignities offer'd to him by. 
thoſe in whoſe hands he was, the Sentence was Executed up- 
on him, before the Gates of bite - Rall, where a Scaffold was 
to that End Erected, and his Head ſevered from his Body 
thereon ; after which his Body was privately interred in St. 

Georges Chappel at Windſor. Thus far his General Hiſtory. 
Let us now proceed to His Secret Hiſtory. e 1 


The amazing Tragical Cataſtrophe of this Unhappy Prince, 
maſt needs make his Secret Hiſtory worth the Reading: For 
tho' the Actors of his Death can by no means be juſtified, as hav - 
ing aſſumed a Power that belong d not to em, contrary to 
the Laws of GO D and Man, and altogether without Prece- 
dent: Yet if we ſearch into his Secret Hiſtory, we ſhall nd 
enough to juſtifie the Conduct of Divine Providence, in ſufe 
 fering unjaſt Alen to be the Miniſters of bis Fuſtice, as the 
Author of B T4@y Bau αννν makes him ſay, in a Prayer bor- 


row'd 


\ 
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row'd from Pamela, in the Counteſs of Pembrooks Arcadia, 
His Secret Hiſtory thereſore muſt begin with his Reign, which 
was uſher'd in with a Prodigious Plague; than which none 
was ever greater, in this Kiugdom, except that of 1665. in 
the Reign of his Son King Charles the Second: Which gave 
occaſion to an angry Pen in that Reign, to write the follow» 

f Lines: 


When e er a Stuart does aſcend the Throne, 

By Signs end Wonders, Heav'ns Diſpleaſure's (hown : 
Heſtroyi Plague ſtill uſher in their Reign, 

And Sword and Fire bring up the Numerous Train. 


And indeed, how cou'd it be Expected otherwiſe, when ſuch 

8 ſwarm of Locuſts and Caterpillars came over with his 
Queen, and over-ſpread the Nation? And it may not be 
amiſs to preſent the Reader with a Rough Sketch of em, and 
how well they were provided for : The Queen having among 
others of her Train, a Roman Catbolick Biſhop, (on whom the 
King was oblig d to ſettle a Penſion of 45<0o 1. per amum) 
Four Abbots under the Title of Almoners, who were to have 
1000 J. 2 year Each; a Confeſſor, 10001, Two Chaplain- 
Prieſts, 1400 l. Two Clerks of the Chappel, two Grooms, 
and twelve Priefts of the Oratory on whom 6000 J. yearly was 

to be ſettled for their Suhſiſtence and Maintainance : But be- 
ſides all the Eccleſiafticks, the Queen (not to truſt Proteſtants, 
or as ſhe accounted us, Heretichs) brought over with her the 
following Train of Romax Cathalicks, whereof ſhe formed her 
- Houſe, and had, as 'twere a little Republick in the Kingdom : 
Four Ladies of Honour for her Bed-Chamber, Six Maids of 
Honour, with their Governante, and one under her, beſides 
Servants; Eight Gentlemen, Six Valet de Chambre, a Chamber- 
hin, a Secretary, five Chambermaids, Semſtreſſes, Laundreſ- 
ſes, a Phyſician, and Apothecary, Chirurgeons, a Pantler, 
Cupbearers, Cooks, Pottagers, Roafters, Bakers, Stewards, 
Coachmen, and all the Officers of her Stables : And beſides 
all theſe, whole Shoals of Priefts were continually coming over by 
the Favour of their Protectreſs; which ſoon began to create 
a great deal of Clamour and Trouble all over the Kingdom, 
by their perpetnal Motion, and running from Houſe to Houle, 
under pretence of Converſion Work, openly boaſting that 
they had already Converted many thouſands in the little time 
they had been here; as if the King were reſolv'd to make 
good his Secret Articles {worn to in Spain, of infallibly ſetting 
up Popety in three years time, But this. Boldneſs and Im- 
pudence of the Papiſts, cauſed divers Complaints to the King, 
as well from the Proteſtant Biſhops and Miniſters, as from the 


_._ Maſters of Families; who ſaid that the Prieſts did not only 


rt their Servants, but their Children; and that by their 


were 


wicked Inſtigation, unknown to their Parents; feyzral of them 
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were gone away beyond Sea, to be put into Colledges and 
Convents for their more Commodious being bred up in the 
Romi ſb Religion. But on all the matters that happen d on that 
Subject, the Queen ſtill ſtept into the Breach, to prevent by 
her Credit the Miſchief that might have fallen on the Prieſts, 
But at laſt, the Inſolence bf theſe Prieſts was ſo great, and 
the Clamours and Complaints of the People ſo loud, that 
the King thought it convenient to ſend back again into Francs 
all the French the Queen had brought along with her. And this 
was put in Execution in Auguſi, the ſame year he was Crown'dz 
And yet for fear of the French complaining, » they were none 
of em ſent away Empty+handed; for the, King heap'd Fa» | 
vours Benevolences, and Preſents upon all the Fry of the 
Clergy, to liberally reward em for the Tares they had ſown 
and which they had leſt behind them in the Kingdom. And. 
yet all this Liberality of the King was not ſufficient to hin- 
der their Complaints, nor their ſolicitations in the Court of 
France, to return into England, to gather ( as they pretended) 
the Fruits of their Labour, | 
By the ſending back of the Queens Servants to France, the 
Queen thought her ſelf affronted; being vex'd'to meet with 
a.Remora in her Deſign of Propagating Popery 3 and there» . 
fore being puſh'd on by her Confeffor, and ſome others of the 
ſame Brooe, ſhe did not fail to write of this matter very 
ſmartly to Lewis the 13th, her Brother, and more particulur- 
ly to the Queen Mother, who finding King Charles taken up 
in a Vigorous War again Spain, to atishe the Duke of Bucks 
ingham's Spite to Olwares; and finding he was alſo under 
ſome unhappy Circumftances of Diſcontent wich his Parlia- 
ment, (of which we ſhall ſpeak more by and by) the French 
King (who underftood King Charies's Circumſtances, by 
means of his Emiſſaries about the Queen) wrote to him in 4 
higher Strain than he wou'd have done at another time, -if 
there had been a good underſtanding between him and his Par- 
liament; complaining that he took it as a very great and ſetifis 
ble Affront, that the Xing ſhou'd ſend back the French that 
belong'd to the Retinue, and were the Domeſtick Servants o, 
the Queen his Sifter. And Cardinal Richlieu was fo angry ce 
ſce the French return d, ( which'broke all his Meaſures in Enge 
land) that he prevail'd, ſo much upon the King his Maſtery” - 
that he got nim to ſend over an Ambaſſador Extraordinary, 
to confer with the Queen, and to make Complaints of it te 
the King. And that Miniſter did his Buſineſs ſo effectually, 
that thoſe who had been diſpoſſeſs d, and oblig d to leave the 
Kingdom, return'd to their former Poſt about the Quern 
their Miftreſs, and began again their old Trade of pervert» 
ing the People to the Romiſb Kgligion, Which laſted as long 
as the Queen continued here. 2 i | 
Thus the King to che Diſhonour of his Government, and 
the violation of the Laws, was forc'd to harbour thoſe Cas 
* | terpiltars 
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terpillars in his Court, ſupported by a Powerful Protection; even d 
whether he wou d or no. And the only Cauſe of that un- ni 
lucky Difaſter was the miſunderſtanding he labour'd under ir 
with his People, ' repreſented by the Commons in Parliament. h 
For as he was already Engag'd in a War with Spain, (which d 
was the firſt Deſign the Duke put him upon, after his Fathers £ 

| 


Death) ſo he could have no Supplies of Money, but upon 
ſuch Conditions as he was reſolv'd then not to ſubmit to; 
ſo he was afraid likewiſe of being under the ſame Circumftances 
with France, and then he ſhould be forced to yield to the De- 
mands of his Commons; and therefore before he wou'd ftoop 
to that, he choſe rather to take in the French again, tho' fo 
much to his Diſhonour, and the Detriment of the true Reli- 
gion in this Nation. 
But .nce we have mention'd the King's unwillingneſs to 
* to the Demands of the Houſe of Commons, it will, 
very . ueceflary to let the Reader know what they were; 
id eft, whether they were Undutiful or Unreaſonable; and on 
which ſide the Fault lay. To this End, it is neceſſary to ac. 
uaint the Reader, that the King having ſummon'd his firſt 
liament to meet at Weſtminſter on the 18th of June, 1625. 
he urged them for he 1m to carry on the War againſt 
Spain for the Recovery of the Palatinate; upon which the 
Commons, tho they had many Grievances to complain of, 
yet voted to give the King three Subſides, and three Fifteenths ; 
and having done this, they thought they might be allowed to 
Enquire into the Miſcarriage of the Fleet, which had been Em- 
ploy'd by the French King againſt the Proteſtants at Kocke!, 
under a pretence of being ſent againſt Genoug, As alſo about 
the increaſe of Arminsani/im 5 which was mightily Encourag d 
by Laud, who was a great Stickler for it; and ſo alſo was 
Dr. Mountague, the Kings Chaplain, who was queſtion'd for 
certain Tenents in his Anſwer to a Book call'd the Romiſb 
Gagger 5 which the Parliament in King Fames his time had 
took notice of, and-referr'd it to the Archbiſhop of Canterbu- 
9: Who dilallow'd it, and ſought to Supprels it; and it 
then ended in an Admonition given to Mountague. But after 
King Femes's-Death, who was an Enemy to theſe Tenents, 
Moantague Prints his Rook again, and Dedicates it to Kin 
2 15 (for now Buckingham and Laud ( a riſing Mon 5 | 
rul'd a | „ [ 
Hereupon the Commons brought XMountague to the Bar of 
their Houſe, and appointed a Committee to Examine the Er: 
_ © rors threin ; and gave thanks to the Archbiſhop for his for- 
mer Admonition to Mountague ; whoſe Books they vated to 
be contrary. to the Articles Eſtabliſhed in th: Parliament; 
and to tend to the Kings Diſhonour, and the Diſturbance 
af the Church and State; and took Bond of Maumrague for 
his Appearance. 83 
| Bur 
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But the King intimated to the Houle, That the thi 


determined concerning Mountague,' without his Privity, did 


not at all pleaſe him; for he was his Servant and Chaplain 


in Ordinary, and that he had taken the Buſineſs into his 


hands. At which the Commons were much diſpleas d: For in- 
deed Mountegues Books contained ſeveral Poſitions deftru- 


ctive to Government, and taking from the Subject any Pro- 


priety in their Goods; affirming the Subject was bound upon 
pain of Damnation to part with em to the King as often as 


he wanted em: That one wou'd have thought it had been 
rather Calulated for the Meridian of France than England.” - 


This was the firſt Breach between the King and the Com- 
mons : And tho'it was occaſion'd by Montague, yet it was 


by the Inſtigation of Leud, a Man of a hot, fiery, and turbu- 


lent Spit it, who being made Biſhop of St. David's in King 
Fames his time, by Buckingham's Intereſt, became his Abſo- 
lyte Creature; and in this Kings Reign was the great Boute- 


feu of the Church of England, ſtirring up the King to thoſe | 


things which indeed at laft prov'd the Deſtruction both of 
himſelf and the K ing. l 9 2 
And ſince this Man will make ſo great a Figure in Our 
Secret Hiſtory in this Kings Reign, I will digreſs ſo far, 
as to trace him down from his abje& Original. To this End 
it will be neceſſary a little to look back into King Famer's 
Reign. In whoſe time Barnevels and the States of Holland, 
after they had retrived their Cautionary Towns from Kin 


Fames; Barnevels, aſſiſted by Hugo Grotius, nouriſhed a Fattion. 


in Holland, called the Arminian, from Arminius, the Broacher 
of it, who maintained five Heads, contrary to what Calvin 
had taught in his Inſtitutions, which was the Doctrine Publick- 
ly Eſtabliſhed in the United Provinces': By this Faction, Bar- 


nevelt and Grotiut, (two Eminent Men) Countenancing of it, 
they Endeavoured to havedepoſed the Prince of Orange their 
State-holder, tho' he and his Father and Uncles, were the 


Principal Inſtruments by which the Dutch became States. 
But Prince Maurice proved too hard for em, and th- Defign' 
being diſcovered, Barnevelt was beheaded, and Grotius narrowly 
eſcaped hanging. . f 

But left che Reader ſhould ask me, how far this concergs 
us in England, I anſwer : Tho' Barnevelt and Grotius propaga- 


| ga- 
ted the Arminian Tenents, to have depoſed the Prince of 


Orange, and advanced their Democratical Principles, and 
Government; yet che high Church - Men of England, who 
preach'd up the Kings abſolute Power, promoted theſe Te- 
nents; and thoſe that oppoſed them, were ſtiled Puritans. 
And, to bring it nearer to what we intend the Principal 


Stickler herein in Eng/and, was Dr. William Land, a Man of 


a Turbulent and Aſpiring Diſpoſition 3 yet at firſt little taken 
Notice of, till his own Atrocious Actions made him ſo ; one 
of the firſt whereof, was his Marrying ot the Earl of Devon - 
ſhire to the Lady Rich, her firſt Husband being living forftwhich 
the King was highly incenc'd againſt him. But 
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But Laud's aſpiring humour wou'd not ſuffer him to be 
contented in a private Station; but vou d follow theCourt tight 
or And yet for a long time his jaded Fortune cou'd 
xiſe no higher than to be one of the Kings Chaplains ; tho 
by that means he ſometimes got to the Kings ar. Which yet 
was not much to his Advantage: For tho the King hated the 
Preebyrerian Government, and had caus d the Biſhops in Seor/and 
to be re-ordain'd by three of the Engliſh Biſhops, as a diſtinct 
Order; and had got thoſe Articles, Commonly called the 
fire Articles of Perth, ſettled allo, as more agreeable to the 
Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of Engleng; yet King 
«- oppoſed the Arminian Tenents. | 
But tho Laud's Intereſt in the King was not much, yet it 
was greater in Buckingbam; for Archbiſhop Abbor obſerved 


of him, That when he was at Court, he was Buck ingbams in- 
ward Counſellour, ſitting ſometimes with bim in Private 


whole hours together, and feeding his Humours with Malice 
and Spite. And he had ſo peculiar a Knack this way, that 
when he was at Oxford, he made it his Buſineſs to pick Quar, 


rels in the Lectures of Publick Readers, and to adycrtiſe 


them to the Biſhop of Durham, Nea, (che great Countenan- 
cer of Armizian Tenents, and Advancer of the Kinvs Prero. 
gative) that he might fill the Ears of King James with DiC 
contents againſt thoſe honeſt Men- that took pains in their 
Places, and ſettled the Truth (which he call d Puriteniſm ) 
in their Auditors. And well might he do it againſt parti- 
cular Men, when a whole Kingdom could not eſcape him, 
For when ever he cou'd get the Kings Ear, he won'd be urg- 
ing him to ſet up che Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church 
England in Scotland: But King James was frighted at ſuch 
Advice; tor he better knew the temper of his Country-Men, 
and with what difficulty he had got the Articles of Pertb to 
s; and wondred that Laud, ignorant of the Temper of the 
cent iſh Nation, ſnou d be ſo audacious to put him upon ſo diſ- 
ate an Attempt, which he knew would be the ready wa 


— 


to-imbroil all Scotland in Tumults and Wars: And therefore 
the; King became more averſe to Laud's Promotion, than he 


was before. | 

3 this was nothing to Buckingham, who was reſolw'd that 
id ſhou'd riſe, whether the King wou'd or not. And now 

an opportunity offer d; for ſoon after Williams was made 

Lord Keeper, che Biſhoprick of St. David's fell, and Buck- 

ing bam was reſolv d that Laud ſhould have it, and the Keeper 


muſt he the Man to propoumd it to the King, and receive 


no Denial. But after what a baſe and abj 
Promotion was obtain'd on the part of Laud, is well worth 
reciting; which I confeſs I cou'd not have believed, had 1 
not found it well atteſted, as may been ſeen in the Detection 


J the four laſt Reigns by R. Coke, E,; in the Reign of King 
J 


mes, p. 99. from whence I have tranſcrib2 it; and is as 
ollows. | * As 


manner that 
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& As ſoon asLaud had Information that the aforeſaidBiſhoprick 
&* was Vacant, he haſtens to wait upon the Duke of Buckingham 
ce for that Preferment, but found the Duke was not Stirring z 
* but being impatient of Delay, prevails upon one of the 
© Dukes Gentlemen, to acquaint him that he had Earneft hu - 
“ ſineſs with his Grace, and begg'd immediate Admittance, 
* which being granted, the Doctor enters his Graces Cham» 
&© her, and finds him a bed with a Whore; the Duke asks his 
* Buſineſs ? Laud told him the Biſhop of St, David's was 
e dead; and that he came to beg his Grace to recom - 
© mend him to the King for the Vacant See: The Duke told 
c him, he had been repreſented to him as the proudeſt Man 
te alive, and therefore he could not in Honour recommend him 
e to the King: Laud aſſured his Grace, that what had been 
© ſaid of him upon that head, was utterly falſe, and the 
Effect of Malice: For he was ſo far acquainted with him- 
<« ſelf, as that he knew himſelf to be the humbleſt Man allve: 
« P11 try that preſently, ſaid the Duke: And for a Teftimony 
<« of his great Humility, orders him, SpanieFlike, to take 
<« (eyeral turns over and under the Bed; (the Duke and 
© his Whore all the while lying in it) which he did to 
“Content: Well ſaid the Duke (when twas over) now I be- 
1c ljeve you, and you ſhall have the Biſhoprick of St. Davide. 
William, (the Lord Keeper) who knew the Diſpoſal of 
the Seal, was as Buckingham pleaſed, durſt do no otherwiſe 
than become Laud's Advocate to the King; who at firſt was 
utterly averſe from it, giving Laud's Marrying of the Lady 
Rich, and his adviſing him not to reft at the five Articles of 
Perth, for ſome ot his Reaſons ; but the Keeper ftill perſiſting 
and alledging to the 7 how ſorry Laud was for theſe things: 
The King at laſt ſaid, And is there no fo, but you will carry it ? 
Then take him to you, but on my Soul, you will repent it And ſo 
went away in Anger, uſing other fierce and ominous Words, 
too tart to be repeated, as may be ſeen, fol. 64. tit. 75, in 
the Lite of Archbiſhop Williams. | 
Laud being now (from a Stickler for Arminianiſm, and an In 
former againſt them that oppoſed thoſe Tenents) made 
Biſhop of St. Davids, he becomes a Patron and Promoter of 
them: and now all Court-Favour look d that way; and the 
Oppoſers of thoſe Principles were Difcountenanc'd, and 
rank d in the degree of Puritans ; - altho* Arminianiſm be dis 
realy contrary to the thirty Nine Articles of the Church of 
England, Yet all the Youth generally run that way, and the 
Schools of both Univerſities rung loud upon thoſe Tenents, 7 
and from thence were diſpers d into all parts of the Kingdom, 9 
And hence it was that Moumague, by Louds Incoutagement; : 
both wrote and reprinted his Book which the Parliament cens © 
ſured, and which occaſioned the firſt Breach between the King 
and them, Laud hereby making good what King James had 
prophefied of him; by making Diſſentions, ai eing a Fires 
brand to ſet the Nation on Fire, by fomenting and Exaſper- 
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| ating the Factions in it. But to return to Mountagae agaiti; 
In this Act of Morntagues, you may obſerve a two fold Crime; 
Firſt his Contempt and Diſobedience to the Church of England 
(which Lau pretended ſo much to Exalt) and to the Parlia- 
ment: In that, tho' his Book was queſtion'd in Parliament, 
and committed to the Archbiſhop, who not only difallowed 
and ſuppreſſed it, but admoniſhed Mountague againſt it; that 
yet upon King Fames his Death, he ſhou'd preſume to reprint 
it, in defiance to the Aſetropo ian of England, contrary to his Ca- 
nonical Obedience, and to the Commons; thereby to make 
a Diſſention between the King and them. His Second Crime 
was, his being ſo audacious to dedicate it to the King; there- 
by to Engage the King in the Defence of his Arrogance and 
Diſobedience: And for a Reward of this ſpecial piece of Ser- 
vice, before King Fames was dead two Months, he was made 
the Kings Chaplain in Ordinary: to be thereby protected 
from Juſtice. And that Laud was the chief Inſtigator of 
Mountague, and the Cauſe of his Promotion, appears fron hence, 
that when the Kings Neceſſities cauſed him to call another 
Parliament about ſeven Months after, Laud fearing the Com- 
mons wou'd again fall upon Mountegue, (as they did) Laud 
founded the King by Buckingham, to know whether the King 
wou'd leave Mountague to the Parliament; and finding the 
ing determined ſo to do, Laud in a great Zeal ſaid, I ſeem to 
fee 4 Cloud ariſing, and tbreatning the Church of England: GO D 
in bis Mercy diſſipate it ! Asif the Church of England were in 
Danger, becauſe one of her pretended diſobedient Sons was 
like to be call'd to an account for his heterodox Opinions, and 
his Diſobedience to his Superiour in the Church. But thus 
under the Name of the Church of England, were Laud and thoſe 
of his Kidney, ſuppreſſing all her Pious and Orthodox Sons, 
and undermining the Foundation of it, | 
But it was not the queſtioning of Mounrezue, that made all 
the dsfference between the King and the Houſe of Commons: 
For Buckingham muſt alſo come in for a Snack in this matter: 
For ſeveral] Members of the Houſe of Commons had drawn- 
up Complaints againſt him, for Miſmanagements in the Fleet, 
and Liberty granted to the Papiſts by bis Means; and tho' as 
to the Fleet, there was nothing preſented 3 yet as to Religion, 
there was a Petition preſented againſt Recuſants; to which 
his Majefty anſwered he was = the Parliament was ſo for- 
ward in Matters of Religion; and aſſured them he would meet 
them in any Overtures of that nature. But how well the King 
kept his Word herein, a little time will ſhow. 
ut the Plague raging at that time in London, and indeed all 
England over, moſt of the Members ſhrunk away to ſave their 
Lites, and to avoid the Danger of it, hoping their own Hou- 
ſes wou'd be a Security to em; tho many of them found 
that there, which they went thither to avoid: But thoſe that 
Raid in the Houſe, looking upon themlelves in great dangers 
4 ir 
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it put the King into a very great Strait what to do: 
For his Neceſſities, as Bucbingham had managed affairs, 
by his being imbroiled in the Spaniſh War, were ſuch, as the 
Subſidies granted to King Fames the laſt year, and thoſe gran- 
ted to King Cbarles now, cou'd not ſupport him. | 
This caus'd the King to call a Council at Hampron- Court, 
there to conſult what to do; at which his Majeſty propos d to 
adjourn- the Parliament to Oxford on the 12th of Fuly; and 
this was chiefly favour'd by the Duke; but oppoſed by the 
Lord Keeper for two reaſons ; firſt, That the Infection was all 
over the Country, ſo that no Man that travell'd from his 
own Houſe, knew where to lodge in ſafety; that the Lords 
and Gentlemen would be fo diftafted to be carried abroad in 
ſo mortal a time, that its likely when they came together, 
their Diſcontents wou'd put them upon ſome Unpleaſing Vote; 
and be ready to conclude that his Majeſty, was ill advis'd to 
give offence at the beginning of his Reign, tho' but in ſmall 
matters: Secondly, The Parliament had already given two Su! - 
ſidies, at Weſtminſter ; and tho* they ſhou'd be zemoved to Ox- 
ford, yet it wou'd till be the ſame Seſſion; and if they alledge 
that it is not the uſe of the Houſe to give twice in a Seſſion, 
yet how ſhall ue (though I wiſh heartily we cou'd) plead 
them out of that Cuſtom, if they be ſtiff to maintain it? It 
is not fit for the Reputation of the King to fall upon a pro · 
bable hazard of a Denial. The Duke, which heard this with 
great Impatience ſaid, That -Publichly Neceſſity muſt ſway more 
then one Man's Fealoufie. | 1 
The Keeper hereupon beſought the King to hear him in 
rivate; and then he acquainted the King, That the Duke 
4 Enemies in the Houſe of Commons, who had contrived Com- 
plaints, had made them ready to be preferred, and would ſpend 
time at Oxford about them. And what folly it were 10 continue 4 
Seſſions that had no other aim but to bring the Duke upon the Stage? 
Bur if your Majeſty think that this is like a Hefick, quickly 
mn, but bardly Cure; wy humble Opinion is, That the Malady, 


er Malice, cal it which ycu will, may ſleep while after Chriſtmas; 


there is no time Joſt in whett ing the Sythe well, I bape to give 
an Account by that time, by uvdertaking with the chief Sticklers, 
that they ſhall 7 the ir Bitterneſs againſt your great Ser- 


vent; and that fe age to your Weighty Counſels may be made 
le. a 


ſmdoth and gearea 


Bit, faid the King, Why do you conceal this from Buckingham ? = 


Good Sir, ſaid the Keeper, fain wou'd I begin 4r that End, but 
he will not bear me with moderat ion. And becà iſe it was the 
miſhap. of the Keeper to give the firſt Notice of. this ſtorm 
that was gathering, the Duke in Deflance, Bid him and his Confedt · 
rates do their worſt 3 and beſought the King that the Parlia- 
ment might be continued; and he would confront the Facti- 
en; tho he look'd upon himſelf to be ſo innocent, that he 
preſumꝭd they durſt not queſtion him. | 
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- Butkingban having thus declar'd his Will; the Parliament 
. was'adjourn'd to Oxford, to meet there the firſt of Augud; 
and to ſweeten them in the mean time, the Keeper in the Pre- 
ſence of both Houſes, promiſes in the Kings Name, That 
the rigor of the Law againſt Popiſh Prieſts ſhall not be de- 
luded. But here ſee the Levity of the King, and the Do- 
minien Zuthingham had over him; for upon the 12th of Fuly, 
the Ing cauſed a Warrant to be Sealed, to pardon Six Roman 
Prieſts : So that when the Parliament met at Oxford, the Speaker 
had no ſooner taken the Chair, but a Weſtern h night acquainted 
him, That to his Extream grief and ſorrow, he had ſeen a Par- 
don for Six Priefts, bearing date Fuly the 12th 3 whereas but 
the day before, when they were adjourn'd at Veſtminſter, the 
Lord Keeper had promiſed in the Kings Name, before 
them all, that the Rigour of the Law againſt the Prieſts, 
ſhould not be deluded. Hereupon all the Members were in 
ſuch a heat, that they ſtrove who ſhould blame it moſt. 

But between the Adjournment from Veſt minſter to Oxford, 
there happened a Remarkable Paſſage between the Engliſh 
and Freneb at Sea: For King James in his Life-time being in 
Treaty for the Marriage of his Son, had promiſed the French 
King to lend him a certain number of Ships upon reaſonable 

Conditions, provided alſo, that they were not to be made 
ule of a the Roche llert, or any others of the Proteſtant 
Religion: But when theſe Ships, being in all eight Sail, were 
out at Sea, under the Command ot Captain Pennington, Ad- 
miral ; the French had procured Orders to deliver up the 
Ships into the-hands of ſuch Frenchmen as the King of France 
mou'd appoint. From whom allo he received another Let- 
ter, toreceive his Souldiers, and his Admiral, the Duke of 
AM-mmorency, and to joyn with his Fleet, againft his Rebellious 
Subjects. But Pennington believing there was foul Play in 
the obtaining of theſe Orders, reſolutely made Anſwer, That 
he would neither Surrender, nor Diſcharge a Man, without 
an Expre's and clear Warrant. Whereupon the the French 
'Ambaſſadors Secretary came to the Ship, and protefted a- 
Lainſt the Captain, as a Rebel to his King and Country: 
Which ſo Enraged the Souldiers, that all in a fury, they 
- -weighed Anchor, and returned for England. The reſt of 

the Captains and Companies alſo atterly refuſed the Ser- 
vice, and proteſted againſt it, tho fairly tempted with. Gold 
Chains and other Rewards. Pennington coming into the Downs 
ad vertized the Duke of Buckingham of all theſe Paſſages: 
Whereupon à Strict and Expreſs Order was ſent back to Pen- 
nington to deliver up the Fangnard, his own Ship, to the 
Marqueſs D Efft; and commanding him to require the other 
ſeyen in the Kings Name, to put themfelves into the Service 
of the French King. Thereupon Pennington went back to 
Deep, and delivered up all the Ships; but Sir Fedinando Gorge. 
in the Neptune, ſhew'd himſelf much more brate in running 
"FOR 4 avay 
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away from this abominable Action, than in charging into the 
midſt of an Enemy. And all the reſt of the Captains, Of- 


fſicers, and Seamen, but one ſingle Gunner, quitted their 


Veſſels, and returned home; and 'Pemingron himſelf poſted 
to Oxford, where he found the Parliament newly Aſſembled, 
upon the firſt of Auguſt, and not a little Exaſygratedgat the 
News of the Ships being lent to the French, contrary®to the 
Earneft Sollicitations of the Duke of Roban and French Proteſt- 
ants, to the King and Council; the greateſt part of which, was 
Kept in the Dark, and knew nothing of theſe Contrivances 3 
neither was Pennington ſuffered to appear at Oxford, till the 
Parliament was diſſolv'd. | 
But Pennington's Dilappearance, nothing abated the Parlia- 
ments heat; and therefor? they appointed a Committee to 
ſit to conſider of Grievances, and Secret Affairs, to Examine 
the Disburſments of the three Subſidies, and three Fifteens 
given to King Fames ; and prepare to aſſail the Duke, and 
Summon Mount igue to appear according to the Condition of 
his Bond. . | 
Of all this, the King took little Notice himſelf at ficlt, 
but ſending for them into Chriſtchurch Hal, put them in mind 
of the State of his Affairs, and of the War begun by their Ad- 
vice,which required a far greater Supply than they had given. 
The Lord ceny and Sir John Cook be ing commanded to 
be more particular, added many more words, but all tending 
to the ſame Effect; rhe ſum of all being, that there were 
great Deſigns on Foor, for the Recovery of the Palatinate, for 
is Majeſties Honour, the Preſervation of Religion, and the 
Kingdoms Safety. To which purpoſe Armies and Fleets were 
kaſtening to their Rendez70uzes, the preſent Charge of which 
would amount to 4000 J. That thereupon they were not 
called. in meer Forwality, but upon theſe real occations. ' 
The Lord Treaſurer gave them an Account of the King's 
Debrs which came to 190660 J. befides what his Father 
had left him to Diſengage; and the Charge of the Navy, 
the maintainance whereot would require 30000 l. All which 
was to ſpur the Houſe to give hberally 11 proportion to the 
occaſions. ; . 
But notwithſtanding theſe Spurs, the Commons being re- 
turn'd to their Houle, fell into high Debates, Complaining 
that the Treaſury was mil-employ'd 3 that Evil Caunſels guided 
the King; and that therefore it was fit to petition him for 
a ftrait hand, and better Counſels to manage his Affairs, 
Alſo ſeveral Reflections were made upon the Dukes Mil- 
carriages, upon the breach of the Spaniſh Match, and closing 
with the French, to the apparent Damage of the Proteſtant 
Religion, vhilſt the Kings Navies are lent againſt the Ro- 
chellers. The Commons likewiſe obſerved that the date of 
a Pardon which the King had given to one Baber a Feſuite, and 
ten other Papiſts, was after his Anſwer to their Petition con- 
3 D d 3 12 detning 
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cerning Religion; wherein he had aſſured them of all real 
Performances of. what they defired: And moreover, that it 
was ſign d by one of the Principal Secretaries of State, who 
had alſo written to the Juſtices of the Peace of Dorſetſbire, 
in Favour of one Mrs. Mary Eſtmonds, for refuſing the Oath of 
APE, ter they had found in her Houſe ſeveral Copies 
of LeWers, d other Papers of dangerous Conſequence: For 
all which, the Secretary being queſtion'd, ftill pleaded the 
King's Command. | 

Hereupon the Two Houſes, after a Conference together, 
drew up à long Petition, and preſented it to the K ing; ſetting, 
forth the Dangers which threatned the Proteſtant Religion, 
thro the Reſtleſsneſs of Popiſh Agents, their Dependency on 
Foreign Minifters, and the advantages thereby offer'd to any 
affecting Popularity, that ſhould adventure to. make himſelf 
Head of ſo great a Party: And then ſet down the Cauſes of 
the Growth of Popery, and the Remedies thereof. 

This Petition. being confider'd by the King, and both Hou- 
ſes again ſent for into Chriſt Church Hall, the King (in Words 
at leaſt) granted every Branch, as they defir'd; and at laſt 
told em, Ibat be took well their minding him of 1he Care of Reli- 
gion; And that be would have done and granted the ſame things, the 
they bad never Petition d bim; (See the Forwardneſs of this Pi- 
ous King for the Proteftant Religion!) as being bound thereto in 
Conſcierce, and Duty to his Father; who in bis laſt Words had Yee 
recommended to him the Perſon, but ner the Religion, of his 
Queen. 22 -; bl \ 
And now the Duke of Buckingham thinks tis a good Time for 
him to wheedle the Parliament into a good Opinion of him- 
ſelf; and therefore, when the King had made an end of what 
he intended to ſay, the Duke ſignify d to them the King's Com- 
mand to give them an Account of the Fleet; alledging, That 
thoſe Deſigns and Actions of War, till that time-carry'd on, 
had been enterpriz'd by the Council appointed by the Parlia- 
ment ĩt ſelf, according to their Act of the 23d of March, — 
That King Fames, being guided by their Counſels, and look- 
ing down upon the Affairs of Cbriſtendom, found that the ſet- 
ting forth. of a Royal Navy was of moſt Importance; but 
wanting Money, had ſignified to him, That he and his Friends 
muſt ſhew a good Example for others to follow, by advancing 
conſiderably themſelves: That to this Purpoſe, he had laid out 
44090 l. himſelf, and had obtain'd of the Treaſurer of the 
Navy, to lay out 500001. more; and all this by the Advice of 
the Lords:Chicheſter, Grandiſon, and Carew; Sir Robers Manſel, 
and Sir John Cook; and that afterwards the Buſineſs was imparted 
to all the Lords of the Council, and by them approved and al- 
lowed, . Neither. was it fitting to declare the Enemy preſently; 
for. that, by ſo doing, the great Enemy, would'be tliereby more 
prepar d; the Merchants wou'd not have Time to draw” off 
their Gcods; and that therefore a longer Delay, Tit it was 
copvenjent to l avs it dedlaicd, vou d have render d the King 
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ſuſpected to his Allies; That there was yet 40000 J. neceſ⸗ 
ſary; which want of Money, was not however unfore - ſeen be 
fore, but interrupted by the Death of the King, the Expences 
of his Funeral, and the Kings Marriage. = 
As for the Ships that were lent to the French King, and Em- 
plop'd againſt the Rechellers, which were thought to be paid with 
the Subſidy- Money, they were Employ'd at the Thargſof the 
French King himlelf : Tho? as for that, it was not always fit 
tor Kings to give an Account of their Counſels; they might 
judge by the Event: | 
As concerning himſelf, whether he had made a Match wich 
France upon harder Terms than the Spaniards requir'd; might 
be ſeen by the Kings Anſwer to their Petition. - And it was 


- 
= 


apparent he had no ſuch Paſſion againſt Olivares as might he 


ſuſpected z when he could forgive one of his / own Nation, 
(meaning the Earl of Briſtol )- who had co-operated ſo ftrenu- 


ouſly with Olivares, who made it his Buſineſs to ſerve his 


Maſter by indirect means, as he had never done. 

Laſtly, He deſir'd them to Enable the King to make a War 
by Diverſion and aſſiſting his Allies, by which means the Ene- 
mies wou'd be confirain'd to Employ his Forces and his Mo- 
ney. in ſeyeral Places at once, than which nothing would more 
« ſerve to weaker, his ſtrength. And if they doubted where the 
Enemy was, if they would but make the Fleet ready to go 
forth, the King ſhould leave it to them to name the Enemy 
themſelyes : That Letters of Mart ſhould be denied to none 
which he did not queſtion wou'd bring in Advantages doubly» 
proportionable to what they laid out for the Kings Ho- 
nour. | 

The Commons being return'd, reported all theſe things to 
the Houle ; whereupon ſome were for giving the King a pre- 
ſent Supply, in return of his graciousAnſwer to their Petition con- 


cerning Religion. Ochers inſiſted that the large Sums given 


for Honours and Offices, would go far in ſetting out the Fleet 
do Sea; and that the Subject was not always to be importun'd 
tor Supplies. : 

But the farther Debate of theſe things being put off till the 
next Day, the King ſent a Meſſage to the Commons, wherein he 
took notice of their Intentions to take into Conſideration ſe- 
veral Heads, with which he was well pleas d'; but that the 
time was unſeaſonable for the Delign ; That his Affairs requi- 
red Diſpatch, and therefore he deſir'd their ſpeedy Anſwer 
about a Supply; offering them, upon his Royal Word, to 


meet again in Winter, and to hold together till they had 


perfected all things for the goud of the Common Wealth. 


' Thereupon ſome Earneftly preſſed the giving two Sublidies, 
Y i lat 5 the State of 


Affairs would not admit of Redreſs of Grievances, there 
could be no ſuch Neceſſity for Money; and that to give 
SnbBdics upon gublidiges in $7 rhef 1 TAPE Pann: 
* ; 93 


and two Fifteens. Others replyed, 


Which 


, 


"PF 


4 
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Which ended in a Declaration agreed to by the whole Houſe, 
Wberein they declared, Their Readineſs, in convenient time, and 
in 4 832 way, to do their utmoft Ende auours to diſcover 
and reform the' Abuſes and Grievances of the Realm, and State, and 
in litze fort to afford all neceſſary Supplies" to bis Majeſty 
upon. bis Preſent, and all other his juft Occaſions and Deſiens. 
WV hich nt to the King by luch of their Members as 
were M the Privy Council. By which the King perceivin 
that they were reſolved to give no Supplies, without Redreſs 
of Grievances, ſent a Commiſſion to Diſſolve them, which 
was accordingly done. And this was the End of the Kings 
fitſt Parliament. ä 

Before we proceed any further, it will be neceſſary a little 
to look back, and to ſee what it was which made this Parlia- 
ment inſiſt ſo much upon the Redreſs of Grievances; and we 
ſhall find that they. were not ſo hot, till they ſaw that un- 
leſs they did inſiſt upon it, their Grievances were like to be 
increas d, inſtead of being redreſs'd; and that they had only 
good Words given them by the Court, while they Acted di- 
rely contrary to what they promis d: One plain inſtance 
was this, while they were at Weſtminſter, they preſented a 
Petition to the King about Religion, canplaining of the great 
- Increale of Popery,-and how remilly the Laws had been Exe» | 
cuted 2gainſt Popiſb Prieſts, hi h was a great Occaſion. of 
the Growth of Popery; the King accepts their Peti:ion in 
good part, thanks em for their forwardneſs about Religion, 
and tells em he ſhall always be as forward as they in any 
thing that may tend to the preſervation thereof. The Parlia- 
ment ſeem very well Satisfied herewith, and Vote the King 
two intire Subſidies, before they enter'd upon the matter 
of Grievances. '. And when they were adjourn'd to Oxford, 
the Lord Keeper in the Kings Name promis'd them that the 
rigour of the Law againſt Popiſh Prieſts, thould not be Elu- 
ded. - And this was upon the 1cth of Fuly,” the Parliament be- 
ing adjourned but till the firſt of Auguſt, which was but 
three Weeks ; and yet on the 12th of Fuly, which was but 
one Day after their Adjournment, the King cauſed 'a War- 
rant to be ſealed to pardon Six Popiſb Priefts: Cou'd any 
thing ſnew more inſincerity; and that the King in his Speeches 
only imitated the Watei men, who look one way, and row 
another? And if ſo notorious an Infraftion of the Kings Word, 
was made ſo ſoon after their Adjournment, tho” they were to 
meet again in three Weeks time, what could they think wou'd 
be done after a Prorogation, or a Diſſolut on? This it was, 
that put the Houſe in ſuch a heat; ſome of them reflefting 
upon it thus: Wut, their hopes to be blaſted in one Night! 
Burt for the Lprd-Keeper, that brought the King's Meſſage, 
and knew it beft, and for a-Biſhop, to ſet the Seal to ſuch 
a Warrant! For him te do wrong to Religion! It was an 
Enormous Crime. But hereupon Mr. Bembo, a Servant 5 
i 3 * - . ; * e 
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the Clerk of the Crown, confeſs'd he brought the Writ to the 
Keeper, to be Sealed, but it was flopp'd z Mr. Devike, Servant © 
to Sir Eilward Conway, \brougbt it from his Maſter, but it could 

not ſpeed : it was my Lord of Buckingham's bard hap, to move 

to command the Warrant to be ſealed in bis fight, at Hampton 
Court, the Sunday following, The Commons hereupon turn'd 

about to clear the Keeper, and commend hitn.s Bugwhat - 
pleas d the Parliament at Oxford, did not pleaſe the Court 
at Woodſtock ; this being diſpleaſing to the King. 

And now we may ſee what made the Commons open their 
Mouths ſo much againft the Duke, finding bim at the bot- 
tom of this Buſineſs ; for the Commons in this heat, deſired : 
a Conference with the Lords in Cbriſt-Cburch- Hall in the Af- 
Yernoon ; where Sir Edward Coke open'd the Complaint with 
ſome Aſperity againſt my Lord Conway ; from whom, like - 
an Orator, he ſlid away with a ſhort Animadverſion upon 
the Duke: The Commons Enlarged hereon 3 complaining 
that the Duke who put the King upon this, was the higheſt 
in the Kings Favour ; and that all the important Places of 
Honour, and Offices by Sea and Land, were in his Diſpoſal. 
With much mote to the ſawe purpole. 3 

But the Court and the Commons were of different Minds; 
for  tho' the Duke was charg'd by the laſt; yet the Lord 
Keeper had all the blame laid upon him by the firſt; but 
for no other reaſon but for honeſtly adviſing the Duke how 
to avoid the Storm that he foreſaw was likely to fall upon 
him: As will appear by the Lord Keepers Speech to the 
Duke at Woodfleck, (whether he went, to juſtifie himſelf, as 
ſoon as he had heard how violently the Duke flew out againſt 
kim ) and addreſs'd himſelf to him thus : CS. 


My Lord : 


Am come unſent for, and I fear to diſpleaſe you : Tet becauſe 
our Grace made me, I muſt and will ſerve you, tho you are one 
that will deſtroy that which you made, Let me periſp: Ter J 
deſerve to periſh ten times, if I were not as Earneſt as any Friend 
your Grace hath, to ſave you from periſhing. The Sword is the 
Cauſe of a Wound, bus the Bucker is in ſault, if it do not defend the 
Body. Nau brought the two Houſes hither, My Lord, againit /] 
Counſel ; my ſuſpicion is confirmed, that your Grace will juffer. for 
it. What's next to be done, but to wind up à Seſſion quickly : Tue 
occaſion is for vou; becauſe two Colleges in the Univerſity, and 
Eight Houſes in the Town, are vilited with the Plague: Let the 
Members be promiſed fairly and friendly, that they may meet a- 
ain after Cbriſtmat; requite the Inju ies done to you with Bene- 
* not Revenge; for no Man tbat is wile, will ſbew himſelf angry 
wih the People of England. I have more to ſay. but no more 1 
I have ſaid io your Grace, above 4 Tear paſt, at White-Hall: Con- 
fer on: or two of your great Plices on your faſteſt Frients 3 ſo 
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E ſhall yeu grow le{s in Envy, and m1 leſs in Power : Great Neeeſſities 

will Bxouſe bard Propoſals, and horrid Counſels : St. Auſtin ſay, 

It was A Punicł Proverb in his Country, Ult babeas quietum tem- 

pus perde aliquid. At the cloſe of the Seſſions declare your ſelf 

76 be the farzvardeft to ſerve the King and Commonwealth, and to 

give. the Parliament Satigſactian. Fear them not when they meet 

. ſame Boch, whoſe ill Affection I exp:# to mit igate; 

i but i Mu proceed, truſt ms with your Cauſe when it comes into the 

; \ Houſe of Lords, and I will lay my Life upon it, 1 will preſerve you 

from Semence, or the leaſt Diſhonour. This is my Advice, my Lord ; 

of you like it not, Truth in the End wil find an Advocate 10 defend 


To this Diſcourſe of my Lord Keeper, the Duke only re- 
plied, I will look to whom I truſt. And therewithal, went out 
of the Chamber with a menacing and angry Countenance. 

Now if we wou'd Enquire after the Cauſes of the Diſſolu- 
tion of this Parliament, and why it was ſo immaturely ſent 
home, we ſhall find it was becauſe they began to look after 
the Redreſſing of the Grievances of the Nation, which con- 
ſiſted of three general Heads, viz. Religion, the Duke of 
Buckingham, and the Fleet. As to the Matter of Religion, the 
King had given ſo fair and full an Anſwer, that if he had 
kept his word, would have ſufficiently Satisfied em. But 
the Duke was not to be medled with; and the Commons for 
preſuming to do do it, were Cenſur'd at Weodjtock, as Spightful 
and Seditious; and therefore not fit to be continu'd any lon- 

er: So that it was but loft labour for the Keeper to diſſwade 

is Majeſty from it, tho” with Tears and Supplications, nor 
did it avail to put him in Mind how there was a time when his 
Father Charg'd him, in the Keepers hearing, to call Parliaments 
often, and to continue them, tho perhaps they might ſometimes offend 
bim by their Raſhneſs ; urging to tha: End, That his own Experi- 
ence bad inform d him, that he never got good by falling out with 
them. But when by all this, the Keeper cou'd not prevail; 

Sir, ( (aid he.) / beſeech you let it never be ſaid, That you keep 
| not good Correſpondence with your Firſt Parliament; Do not diſ- 

| ſeminate ſo much Unkindneſs, tbro all the Counties, Cities and 

Burroughs of your Realm : The Love of your People, is the Palladium 
of your Crown-: Continue this Aſſembly ingether another Seſſion, 
an Expect Alteration for the better: If you do not, The next 
Swarm will come out of the ſame Hive. | 8 
This indeed was good Counſel, but it was but flung away, (tho 
moſt of the Lords of the Council concurred therein) becauſe 
it wanted Buckinpham's Suffrage, by whoſe judgment (or ra, 
ther, by whoſe Will) the King was more bias d, than by all 
the Council- Table: The Decree was gone out, the Parliament 
muſt be diſſolv d; and, like the Laws of the Medes and Perſians, 
there was po reverſing it. * e 


But 
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But beſides the enquiring into Buckingham's there 
was (tho? it needed not) another Cauſe of the Parliament? 
bafty Diſſolution ; and that was, Captain Penzsington's being 
come to Oxford, from delivering the Fleet into the Freneb Pow- 
er, to give Account of the Reaſon of it; but by the Duke's 
Means, (who knew how much it would be improv'd to his Pre- 
judice) he was perſwaded to conceal himſelf, and tforbear 
publiſhing his Knowledge in the Premiſes, as it appeard ſoon 
after: For had this heen made known, it wou'd not have been 
in the Power of the Keeper, to have brought off the Duke, or 
to have clear d him from the Guilt of ſo Black an Action. And 
therefore, that the Duke might come off with Honour, it was 
neceſſary the Parliament ſhould bear the Reproach of an un- 
timely Diſſolution, being diſſolved the rath of Auguſt, 16 26. 
But for all the Haſte that the Court was in to diſſolve em, t 

did themſelves all the Right they cou d, by publiſhing the fol» 
lowing Declaration. : 


W the Knights, Cittzens, and Burgeſſes of. the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament, being the Repreſentative Body of tbe whole 
Commons of this Realm, abundantly comforted in His Majefly's late 
Gracious Anſwer, touthing our Religion,” and his Meſſage for tie 
Care of our Health, do ſolemnly uw and proteſt, before- God and 
the World, with one Heart and Voice, That we are reſolu d, and d. 
her eby declare, That we will ever continue maſt Loyal and Obediem 
Suh jede to our moſt Gracious and Sovereign Lord Xing Charles 
ani that we will, in 4 Convenient Time, and in 4 Parliementgry 
Way, freely aud dutifully do our utmoſt Endeauours to diſcover and 
orm the Abuſes and Grievances of this Realm and State; and in 
lthe ſort, to afford all Neceſſary Supply to His Moſt Excellent Me- 
jeſty, up bis preſent Occaſions and Deſigns 5 moſt humbly beſceching 
our Dear and Dread Sovereign, in bis Princely Wiſdom and Gootineſs, 
to reſt aſſured of the True and Hearty Aﬀeitions of bis poor Com-. 
mont; and to eſteem the ſame to be ( a5 we concetve it is indeed) the 
_ greateſt Worldly Reputation and Security, that 4 juſt King can have ; 
and to account dll ſuch as Slenderers of #be Peoples Afeſtions, and 
Enemies to the Commonwealth, that dare ſay the contrary. © 


This was the laft Breath of that Expiring Parliament; 
who, tho' they were ſo conſcious of their own Sincerity in 
this Declaration, yet the great Buckingham was of another 
Mind; and notwithſtanding all this, durſt to affirm the con- 
trary. So much eaſier is it in ſuch a Reign, for a Favou- 
rite to ruine a Nation; than for a Nation to have Juftice 
againſt a Favourite. | 

But becauſe there are a ſort of Men in the World, that 
will by no means hear any ill of this Prince, but contrary 
to all ſenſe and reaſon, do confidently affirm that 
he always did all things well, and that there were no Grie- 
vances to be complain'd of in this Reign, and that _— 
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Parliament (as well as thoſe that follow'd ) were faftious, and 
feditious, and had a Deſign to overthrow the Monarchy, 
; becauſe they wou'd have Grievances redreſs'd and the People's 
Liberties preſerv'd, (which they wou'd have us believe were 
neverin Danger :) Give me leave to lay before thee, Reader, 
the State of the Nation, as it ſtood at che Diſſolution ot 
this firſt Parliament, when the King had ſcarcely reigned 
five Months; and if matter of Fact will convince, I doubt 
not but the Reader will be of a contrary Mind to thoſo 
Gentlemen I have heen ſpeaklng of. 

Firſt, Before his Father was in his Grave, he took Mountz. 
gue into his Service, and made him his Chaplain, a viru- 
tent, ill-natur'd Seditious Fellow; who had been admoniſh'd by 
his Metropolitan, in the laft Reign, for that Crime which he 
renew'd in this; and had the confidence to make the King him- 
ſelf the Patron of his Crime, by dedicating to him a Book 
fill'd with new fangled Opinions. deſtructive to the Peace both 
of Church and State: And when for this his Preſumption, and 
contempt of his Metropolitan, Mountague was queſtion'd by 
the Commons; the King took his part againſt both them 
and his Metropolitan, alledging he had taken the Buſineſs into 
his own bands: Whereas he only took hith into his own Pow. 
er, to prote:t him from the Juſtice of both. | 

- Secondly, The King took upon him a Diſpenſing Pbwer, in 
favour to a Foreign Prince, an Old and inveterate Enemy ti, 
the Nation; acquitting the Romiſb Priefts from the Puniſh- 
ment due to their Crimes, by a Non-ob#ante® to the Laws; 
which by the Eftabliſhed Legal Conſtitution, was not in his 
Power to do: As was adjudg'd in this Reign, with reſpect to 
his Son, the late King James; the Conſciouſneſs of whoſe 
guilt therein, caus d him to Abdicate the Throne. 

Thirdly, For an Early taſte of his Veracity, he brake his 
Word to the Parliameat, with reſpect to the Execution of 
thee Laws, within @ day, or two, at moſt, after he had ſo- 
lemnly given it. n e e 
©» Fourthly, As as a proof of his Gratitude for the kind En- 
tertainment he met withal in Spain, he made War upon that 
King, without any. Previous Declaration of War : Whereas 
juft Princes do always firſt demand Reparations for Wrongs 
receiv'd, Endeavouring by Amicable Ways to compound their 
Differences; and after that, in caſe of Refaſal, to proclaim 
War. And this the King did, not only againſt his Father's 
Wil}, but againft the Advice of his Fathers Council. 

Fifthly, Without and againft the Advice of the Council, 
he lent the French a Fleet to ſubdue the Rocbellers, and the 
Keformed in France; tho they had you him no Offence; 
and tho the French Ring had moſt perfidioufly broke his 
Promiſe both with his Father and himſelf, in denying Mansfeldt's 

Army to Land at Calais, ' 
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Sixthly, Contrary to his own Intereſt, and againſt the Ad- 
vice of his Father, he broke the Bonds of Amity between him 
| and his People, by the Diflolving of the Parliament; by-- . 
which he loſt the only means of ſupporting himſelt in his 
4l-begun War againft Spain. The Succeſs of which War, it 
will not be amiſs to take a View of. 

After the Diſſolution of the Parliament, the King heing re- 
ſolved to proſecute his Deſign of War, and that the Fleet 
ſhou'd ſpeedily put out to Sea, he firſt made a League with 
the United Provinces, againſt the Emperour and King of” 
Spain, for reftoring the Liberties of Germany; the Duke of 
Buckingham and the Earl of Holland being ſent to conclude 
the ſame. | | . 

Bur failing of Supplies by Parliament, by reaſon that they 
were Difſolv'd before they cou'd bring their Voted Supplies 
to Maturity, the King Endeavour'd to draw Supplies from 
the People by way of Loan, from ſach Perſons as were able 
ro Lend, promiſing Re- payment by Letters under his Great 
Seal, at a time prenxed, and naming the Sums in the Let» , 
ters directed to the ſeveral Perſons. 

By this means the Fleet was ready to ſet Sail under the 
Command of Sir Robert Cecil, then Created Viſcount V imbleton; 
to the great Diſguſt of the Seamen, that Sir Robert Manſel, 
an Experienced Commander, was left out, and neglected. 
In the beginning of odlober, the whole Fleet, conſiſting of 
Eighty.Sail, and ten Regiments of Land-Souldiers, weighed 
out of Plymoutb-Road for the Coaſts, of Spain. After four 
Days Sail, they met with a furious Storm, which ſcattered 
them in ſuch a manner, that of the whole Number Fifty were 
miſſing for even Days tegether: But at length they met + 
all together again upon the Spaniſh Coaft ; where lay a Pur- 

, Chaſe ready, eaſie to he chiain'd, and tufficient to have 
Satisfy'd the Profit and Honour of the Voyage; for the 
Spamſh Shipping in the Bay of Cadiz, lay unprovided of De- 
fence, ſo that the ſurprizing of them was both eaſie and 
feaſible. But this Enterprize was either neglected, or ill 
managed in the Attempt. And when the Opportunity was 
- Joft, Sir Fobn Burroughs Landed, and took a imall Fort from 
the Spanzard; where there was great Store of SpaniſhWine, with 
which the Souldiers had ſo debauch'd themſelves, that had 
the Spaniard known it, it might have hazarded the ruine of 
a great many; ſo bad was the Condition of the intoxica» 
ted Englth, Whereupon they were put on Board again; 
and the General putting out to Sea, intended to have wais 
ted for the Spaniſh Fleet, which was every day expected from 
the Weſt· Indies. But the Sickneſs increaling among his Men, 
eniorced him to abandon all his hopes, which was no leſs than 
the Prize of their Plate-Fleet; ſo that having effected no- 
thing, they return d home with Shame eud Diſhonour. 


— 


This 


— 
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This Returving of the Fleet, re-mfets, open d the Mouths 
% _. eb the Nation; who were extreamly diſguſted, that a Fleet ſo 
x well provided and mann d, ſhould land their Men in an Ene- 
A my's/Countrey, and yet return without any honourable Action. 
But where the Fault lay, could not be found out: The General 
6 being examin d before the Council, laid the Blame of the Miſ- 
27 carriage upon ſeveral of the Commanders, for letting the Sp 
| " ui Ships paſs without fighting them; and the Officers blam d 
tte General, for that they had no Orders to fight. But tho* 
ö there was certainly a Fault, yet the King was ſo partial to 
thoſe-whom he bad employ d, that he acquitted them from any 
Default, either in the ſetting forth, or Conduct of the Fleet; 
as if, becauſe it ſeems good to the great Author of our Beings, 
to ſuffer us to reap the Fruit of our own Follies, that therefore 

we cannot be wanting to our ſelves ! | 

Towards the latter end of October, the Seal was taken from 
Biſhop Wilkiens, and given to Sir Thomas Coventry; nor is it 
any Wonder that it was ſo, ſince the Biſhop and the Duke cou d 
not ſet their Horſes together: Buckingham had conceiv'd a Pre · 
judice againſt him, and therefore all his Actions were look d on 
with an Evil Eye; eſpecially ſince the Parliament at Oxford, 
which the Keeper would not have had to fit, neither at that 
Place nor Time, but wou'd have had em adjourn'd till Win- 
ter 3 and becauſe, when Buckingham wou d have it ſo, that the 
Keeper fore-told what he ſaw wou'd be the Iſſue, and which 
fell out accordingly, therefore Buckingham wou'd have it to be 
the Biſhop's Contriyance ; Blaming the Biſhop fer ſiding againſt 
him. And there is a Report, (but I know not how well 
grounded) That when the Duke blam'd the Keeper for ſiding 
againft him, he anſwer'd, He was engag'd with the Earl of Pem- 
"brook, 10 redreſs the Grievances of the Peaple, and wu veſu'v'd a 
ſtand _ his own Legs : To which the Duke made only this Re. 
ply, Then: be ſure you ſtand faſt. But this being ſo contrary ta 
the Keeper's uſual Carriage towards the Duke, is very much 
* neſtion d by thoſe who were moſt privy to the Affairs of that 
able and judicious Stateſman. = ; "> 

But now the King's Neceſſities preſs him ſo hard, that he is 
fore d to venture upon another Parliament: For tho the King 
_ diffolved the laſt, to prevent Buckingham's being impeach'd, 
\ yet it was not in Buckingham's Power to ſupply the King's Ne- 
ceſſities. And therefore, as well to ſtill the General Clamour 
of the People againſt the Spaniſh Voyage, as to have his own 
Wants ſupply'd,” the King ſummons a Parliament to meet in 
Fim; which was no ſooner refolv'd upon, but to ſweeten 
em at their coming together, the Biſhops are enjoin'd in their 
ſeveral Dioceſſes to proceed againſt Recuſants by way of Ex- 
communication, and other Cenſures of the Church. And then, 
dy his Proclamation, he commanded all Papiſts to remain con- 
find to their particular Dwellings, or within Five Miles there - 

of, without ſpecial Licenſe firft obtain d. But before the Sit- 
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ting of the Parliament, the Ceremony of his Coronation/was * 
to be folemniz'd, for which the Second of Februay was ap- =. 
pointed; on which it was accordingly perform'd'; the — 1 * 
that time promiſing and ſwearing, to keep the Laws and rightful 
Cuſtoms which the Commonalty of this Ringdom hade, and tu defend © 
and uphold them. The Ceremony being over, the King's free 
Pardon to all his Subjects was declared: But Biſhop Alias 
wanted rather the Duke of Bucting hams Parfon, than te 
King's; and therefore beſought his Majeſty to mitigate te 
Duke's cauſeleſs Anger againſt him; complaining, that he had : 
not received his Writ of Summons, which he alledged was ne- 
ver deny'd to any Priſoner, or condemned Peer, during his Fe- 
ther's Reign. But the Grand Buſineſs of the Parliament came 
on too faſt; and perhaps Buckingbam was not willing to have 
an exaſperated Enemy to ſit there. For within Four Days af. 
ter the Coronation, the Parliament fat down at Weflminſter z 
at which, it will be neceſſary, for the Proſecution of our Secret 
Hiftory, to oblerve what paſſed: For there the Secret Intrigues. 
of the King and his Favourites were brought into the Open 
Light. | | | 
At the Meeting of this Parliament, the King coming to the” A 
Lords Houſe, and ſending for the Commons to attend him, he 
referr'd them to the Lord- Keeper, for what he had to ſay: Whos 
thereupon, after he had laid his Foundation upon ſeveral high 
Applanſes given to the King's Perſon, told them, That the 
King had called them together out of his Love and Affection 
to the Publick, to conſult and adviſe of provident and good 
Laus, profitable for the Publick, and fit for the preſent Times 
and Actions; and therefore deſired them, that according to 
that Conveniency of Time which his Affairs may afford, they 
would apply themſelves to diſpatch the Buſineſs of this Parlia- 
ment. | | — 
The next Day, Sir Heneage Finch, then Recorder of London, 
Was choſen Speaker; who, atter he had made a florid Panegy- 
rick to the King, conſiſting in the Praiſe of Monarchy in Gene. 
ral, and particularly of the preſent Monarch; concluded -with ». 
an humble Petition, according to Cuſtom, for their uſual Pri- 
vileges, and Freedom of Speech. e ee 
This being done, the Commons fell preſentiy upon the Exa- 
minarion of Publick Grievances; the Miſcarriage of the Het, 
the King's Evil Counſellors, and Miſ.imploying of the-Publick - 
Revenue: For which there was a particular Committee | 
pointed; who preſently took into their Conſideration the Ste 
of the King in the conftant Revenue of the Crown, which the 
found abated by Grants of Penſions, Needleſs Embaſſies, and 
other Idle Expences. 1 hs oo TI DOK! 
A Second Head of Grievances" was, The Condition of the 
Subje& in his Freedom, ich they found much incroached up- 
on by Extravagant Taxes, Loans, Impoſicions, and Monopo» 
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The Third was, The Cauſes of our ill Succeſs, occaſi 
through bad Counſel, and ill Management. | | 

They alſo appointed a Committee of Religion, and to com 

ſider of the Growth of Popery : Upon whoſe Report, Articles. 
were drawn up againſt Mr. Mountague, Author of The Appeal 
to Cæſar; of which, the Cbiefeſt were, That he had affirmed 
the Church of Nome to be, and ever to have been, a true 
Church: That the Church of Rome had ever remained firm up- 

on the ſame Foundations of Sacraments and Doctrines inſtitu- 
ted by God: That Images might be uſed for the Inſtruction 
of the Tgnorant, and the Exciting of Devotion: That he had 
endeavour'd to raiſe Factions and Diviſions in the Common- 
wealth, to give Encouragement to Popery, and to withdraw 
His Majeſty's Subjects from the True Religion eſtabliſh'd : 
That he had diſhonoured His late Majeſty, and reproachfully 
reviled many worthy Divines of this Kingdom, and of the Re- 
formed Churches abroad. 

But whether the Doctor were called to his Anſwer, is un- 
certain; but certain it is, that the King at this Juncture wou'd 
by no means be thought to favour Popery; and therefore the 

Biſhop of Durban was ſent to apprehend all ſuch of His Ma- 
bet Subjects as reſorted to an Ambaſſador's Maſs, that then - 

y in his Houſe, and ſend them to Priſon. Letters were alſo 

| ſent fiom the Attorney-General, with Orders to the Judges, to 

direct the Grand Juries and Clerks of Aſſizes, to proceed with 

all Severity againſt Recuſants. The Lords of the Council 

| —— it of ill Example to ſuffer Remiſsneſs at any time, but 

more elpecially while the Parliament fate. And all this was 

done, not that the King had leſs Reſpect for the Papiſts than 

before; but that the expected Supplies might more eaſily be 

granted, and the Parliament have the fewer Grievances to en · 

quire into. FRY | | 

In the mean time, while the Parliament were proceeding in 

the Examination of Grievances, they were given to under- 
ſtand, that the French had ſeized the Goods of ſeveral Engliſh 
Merchants, in Requital of the ſame Injuſtice done in England, 
by Sir James Bags, Vice-Admiral of Cornwal, and others: Par- 
ticularly the Peter of New-Aaven, brought into Ph mouth, out of 
Which, 23 Bags of Silver, and 8 Bags of Gold, were deliver d 
to the Duke by Sir Francis Steward. They alſo called before 

g them the Perſons appointed to manage the Buſineſs for the Re- 

lief of the Falatinate; and demanded of them, whether their / 

Advice was followed, which they gave for the Ends mention d 

in the Act? But their Anſwers gave little or no Satisfaction. 

Only Sir Robert Aſanſel ſignify d his Readineſs to give a clear 
And full Account, ſo he might have the King's Conſent. 

While theſe Matters were inefſectually debated, Mr. Secretary 

Cook deliver d them a Meſſage, declaring His Majeſty's Occa- 

ons for a Supply; which was alſo urged by the Earl of Fem- 

: broob,, at a Conference with the Lords. ** — 

ur 


- 


NN CHARLES the Firſt. * 5 413. ; 
But the Commons taking little notice of the Buſineſs of 
Supply, upon a Report from the Committee of Grieyances, 


Reſolve, That the Diminution of the Kingdom's Strength and 
Honour, the Increaſe and Countenancing oſ Papiſts, the not 
_ Guarding the Narrow Seas, Pluralities, Sales of Places of 


Honour and Judicature, Delivery of the King's Ships to the 


French, and Miſ-Employment of the Publick Revenue, were 
the general, Evils which the Kingdom laboured under; and 
further Ordered, That the Duke ſhou'd have notice of their 


Intentions to reſume theſe Debates. Nor was Mr. Clement 


Cook wanting to ſay openly, That it were better to dhe by an 
Enemy, than ſuffer at home. | 


But the Lords being more Complziſant, Ordered a Com- 


mittee to conſider of the Safety of the Kingdom; and upon 
their Report of the Neceſſity of two Fleets, to uphold the 
King of Denmarks and Mansfield!'s Armies, defired à Conſe- 
rence with the Commons; but they were all for proceeding 
in the Debate concerning the Duke; wherein they were 
for a little time interrapted by a Letter to* the Speaker, and 
a Meſſage, both delivered by Sir Richard (Weſton : In his 
Letter the King required their full and perfect Anſwer: of 
what they would give for his Supply, according to his Ex- 
pettation and their Promiſes; deſiring them not to reflect 
backward, but to ſettle the preſent State of things, and pto- 
vide for the future. Sir Ricard Wejton's Meſſage was to the 
ſame Effect, oaly with an Addition of the fad Neceſſities 
of the Seamen and Soldiers, for want of Victuals and Cloaths, 
and the Relief of Ireland, not to be delay d. 1 
The Commons retarn'd for Anſwer, ** That no King 
* was ever dearer to his People, than himſelf 3 nor no Peo- 
* ple more Zealous to maintain his Honour, than they; in 
« that they did not doubt but even out of Juſtice, he 


© woud be pleas d graciouſly to accept their faichful ana 


e neceſſary Intormation, and Advice, in the Diſcovery and 
* Remedies of theſe Exils which had occaſioned his preſent 
„Wants: Therefore in full , Aſſurance of Redreſs, they propos d 
* their real Intentions to ſupply bim, ſo «s 10 make him ſafe at 
. bome, and feared abroad. 


. 


In reply to this, the King thank d them for their kind Ex- 
pre ſſions, and told them, © He wou'd readily bear their 


© Grievances, provided they wou'd Redrefs, and not Enquire 


*© atter Grievances; but on the other fide, he wou d not al- 
“e Icw. any of his Servants to be queſtion d among them 5 
e much leſs the moſt Eminznt in Place; and neareſt his Per- 
* ſon: He ſaw they aim'd at the Duke of Buckingbam, but 
* vonder'd how the Duke had offended. them, who was ſo 
4 much their Favourite once, and had done nothing ſince, bur 
& by his own ſpecial Directions and Appointment ; and there- 
4 fore deſir'd them to haſten his Supply, or elſe it woos 
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* be worſe for themſelves; ſeeing if any ill, happened, he 
* mou'd be the laſt ſhou'd feel it. - ay 

But notwithſtanding all this heQoring, the Commons fel] 

upon the Duke, as the Principal Wheel of Publick Miſcar- 
nage. And Dr. Turner threw in certain Queries, which did 
him no kindneſs: Which Queries were grounded upon Com- 
mon Fame, and were theſe, viz. i 

Whether, as Lord Admiral, he had not loſt the Kings Ho- 
nour in the Narrow Seas? a 
Whether the Immenſe Gifts beſtowed upon him, hed not 

impaired the King's Revenue? 

Whether the Multiplicity of Offices confer'd upon him, 
and 2 Creatures, were not the Cauſe of ill Govern- 
ment 4 

Whether Recuſants were not conniyed at, for his Father 
and Mother-in-Law's ſake ? | 

Whether he were not the occaſion of the Sales of Ho- 
nour and Publick Offices ? | 

Upon theſe Queries, the Queſtion being put, the Houſe 
Reſolved, That Common Fame was a good Ground of pro- 
ceeding for the Houſe, either by Enquiry, or Repreſent- 
ing the Complaints to the King or Lords. 

Upon notice of theſe things, the King, in a Second Meſſage 

by Sir Richard Weſton, having firſt reflefted upon Mr. Cook's 
words, before: mentioned, complains very ſharply againſt the 

/ "Enquirer, calls it an Example be could by no means ufer, and 
wonders. as the Impudence of any Man that thought be ſhou'd be 
drawn out of any Ends 1 offer ſuch a Satrifice, uuworthy the 
 Greatheſs of « King, and Maſter of ſuch a Servant , and demands 
Fuſtice of the a apainſt the Delinquems. 

_ © Unto this Meffage, Dr. Turner juftify'd the Accuſation up- 
on Common Fame, as warranted by the Imperial Roman Laws; 
the Canons of the Church, and the Example of the Duke of 
Suffolk, in the time of King Henry the Sixth. | 

Twrner was ſeconded by Sir William Waller, who alledged 
the Cauſe of Publick Grievances to be, becauſe all the Hogs 
Counſel rid upon one Horſe ; and therefore they ought to ad- 
viſe his i as Fethro did Moſes. 

Sir Fobn Elliot took up the Debate next, and in a Smart 
Speech preſſed the Purſuit of Publick © Grievances, upon the 
numerous Miſcarriages of the Times. | ; 

But notwithſtanding all theſe high Debates, that they 

_ might not ſeem altogether forgetful of che Kings Neceſſities, 
they, voted three Subſidies, and three Fifteens, to be be paz 
by the laſt of ꝓune, and the laſt of octeber next enſuing; But 

the Bill not to be brought in, till their Grievances were an- 

fwered; and then reſumed the Debate of the Duke and his Miſ- . 

| government, and ordered him to have Norice of it. 

4 Upon this, the King ſends the next day for both Houſes to 
Peg; ind thanks the Lords not only for their own Care 
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of the preſent State of the Kingdom, but for inciting their Fel- 


low Houſe.of Commons to take the ſame into their Conſidz- 


ration. But tells the Commons that he was come there to 


inform them of their Errors, and Unparliamentary Procedings, 


leaving the reſt to the Lord Keeper. 


La _ 
Thereupon the Lord Keeper in a long Speech declares: his 


Majeſty's Pleaſure to both Houſes, to let them underſtand; 
That never any Prince was more loving to his People, or bet 


ter affection d to the right uſe of Parliaments : On the other 
ſide, none more ſenſible of his Honour, or of the Neglect 


and Contempt of his Royal Rights, which his Majeſty would 
by no means ſuffer to be violated under any pretence of Par- 


liamentary Libecty ; That therefore the Houſe did ill, not to 


Cenſure and Correct Mr. Cook, for his Seditious Speech, and 
Dr. Turner for his Inſolence, in going about to wound the 
Honour and Government of his Renowned Father. —— As 


for the Duke, he was Commandel to tell him, That the King 


better kneu, than any Man living, the Sincerity of the Dukes 
Proceedings, and with what peril of his Perſon, and hazard of 
his Eftate, he had ſerved him; and therefore it was his Ma- 
pry Expreſs Command to them, to yeild obedience to his 

irections, and, ceaſe that Unparliamentary Inquiſition, —— 
Then he took notice, that their Committees had preſumed to 
Examine his Secretaries Letters, nay his on; and by a gene- 
ral Warrant had Commanded his Signet Warrant Offices to 


2 not only the Records, but their own private 


otes. —— Then for the meaſure of their Supply, he told 


them that his Majeſty found it ſo far from making him ſate, 
that it Expos d him both to Danger and Diſ-eſteem, in re- 


gard that without a better help, his Allies wou'd be fore d 


to Disband, —— And for the manner of the Supply, that 


it was both Diſhonourable, and full of Diſtruſt; that is 
to ſay, No Bill till Grievances were both preferred and an- 


fwer'd, — Therefore it was his Majeſties Command that 


they ſhou'd go together, and by the following Satu d re- 
turn their final Anſwer what further Supply they intended 
to add to what they had already agreed. * 
The Keeper having made an End, the King began again, 


and repeated ſome things which he had before hinted in 


fayour of the Duke; and in Concluſion put them in Mind that 
Parliamems were altogether in his Power, for their. Calling, 


| Sitting, andDiſſolution ; therefore as he found the Fruits of em 


good or bad, ſo they were to continue; or not to be. 


The Commons netled at theſe two Speeches, turn'd the _ 


. Houſe into a Grand Committee, order'd the Doors to be 


lock d, and all Committees to Ceaſe, till they came to a Reſolu- 


tion in this Buſineſs. © 7 


In the mean time, the King being inform d nat 


* 


ſome Paſſages in hig and the Lord Keepers Declaration, were 
6 Be | ſubjelt 
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. ſubxe& to ill conſtruttion, commanded the Duke to Explain 
2 wy Conference — both Houſes. þ ; 

To that purpoſe, Whereas it was an-unuſual thing to pre- 
fix a Day obe, or break; he openly declared that it was 
not the King's meaning to ftand upon a Day, only the 

| Occaſions of Chriſtendom made him do it, —— Se- 
condly, That it wat not his Majeſty's Intention to interrupt 
their Proceedings touching Grievances; only he hoped they 
wou'd proceed in the Ancient ways of their Predeceſſors. 
After this, at the ſame Conference, the Duke made an Ad- 
dreſs in his own behalf, to purge himſelf from the Diſhonour 
of the late ill Succeſs of the Fleet. He alſo gave them an 
_ Accegunt of the Negotiations in Holland, and whereas he had 

been accuſed for the Loſs of the Narrow Seas; he had al- 
ways kept more Ships upon the Coaſt, than he had Allowance 
for, by twice the Number; the reſt being ſupply'd by his 
own Care. That to the Twelve Guard-Ships which lay at 
Plimouth, he had added Thirty more : So that when they 
know the Truth of things, he hoped he ſhou'd ſtand right in 
their Charitable Opinions; for that he had Expended his own 
'Bftate; in moſt of theſe Tranſadtions; and therefore the 
| Blame of Miſcarriages ought chiefly to lie upon the waat of 
Publick Treaſure, or unſcaſonable Supplies. | 

When they had done, the Lord Comwey ſtood up, and in his 
further Vindication, made a. ſhort recital of all the German 
Tranſactions, the Treaty with Denmark, — Project, 
and the = with France; all which he athrmed at the 
- Duke's Requeſt, were done by the King's Command, and not 
carried on by Single Counſel. | * 

Of theſe things the Commons took no more notice than 
they thought convenient: However, for the Satisfaction of 
the King, they reſolſed upon a Remonſtrance in Anſwer to 
his Majeſties Speech, and the Lord Keepers Declaration. But 
while this was preparing, a Notable Conteſt began in the 
Houle of Lords between the Earl of Briſtol, and · the Duke 
.of 8 ; which muft not be paſt over without taking 
Notice of. OE KM EY 

The Earl" of Briſtol having been under Reſtraint, and de- 
nied Acceſs to the King ever fince his Return out of Spain, 
had been Examin'd by a Committee of Lords appointed by 
King F.omer, to whom he gave ſo ſatisfactory an Anſwer, that 
the Committee never met more about the Bulineſs: But 
King James promiſed the Earl he ſhould be heard in Parlia- 
ment againſt the Duke, as well as the Duke had been heard 
again the Karl; which indeed was but reaſon. But King 
James ſoon after fell Sick and Died before that Parliament 
met again. King James being dead, the Earl wrote a very 
fſubmickve Letter to King Charles, imploring bis Favour, and 
deſiring the Dukes Mediation. But in anſwer to. this, the 

Duke let him know that the Reſolution was to proceed —_—_—_ 
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him, without a plain and direct Confeſſion of the Point» 
which he (id eſt, the Duke) had formerly requicr'd him to ac* 
knowledge ; and withal teld- him, He wou'd adviſe him to 
bethink himſelf what wou'd be moſt for his good, In the mean 
ti we, the Earl received hisWrit of Summons to the Parliament; 
whereupon the Earl ſent to the Duke that he would do nothing 
but what was moſt agreeable to his Majeftie's Pleaſure 3 to 

which the Dake returned for Anſwer : 1 have acquainted his 
Majefty with your Requeſts towards him, touching, your Sum- 
mons to the Parliament, which he taketh very well; and 
would have you rather make your Excuſe for your Abſence, 
notwithſtanding your Writ, than to come your {elf in Per- 
ſon. Hereupon the Earl deſired a Letter of Leave under the 
Kings hand, for his Warrant: But inftead thereof, he re- 
ceived fiom the Lord Conway, an Abſolute Prohibition, and 
even to reſtrain and confine him, as he had been in King 
Fames's time; tho from that, he was freed afterwards by 
King Fames; and in this new reſtraint the Earl continued 
three quarters of a Lear; during which time he was remov'd 
from all his Offices and Places he. held while King Fame: 
lived 3 and tho' he had laid out the greateſt Part of his Eſtate 
for their Majeſty's Service, and by their particular Appoint- 
ment, he could never be admitted ſo much as to clear his 
Account; of which he yet never made the leaſt Com- 

laint, ; 

; It was afterwards propoſed to the Earl by the King's 
Command, Whether be wou'd chuſe to Enjoy the Benefit of the 
Kings Pardon granted in Parliament, or put bimſelf into a Le- 
cal Way of Examintion, for Tryal of his Offences? To which 
he had return'd for Anſwer, That he wou'd not wave an 

thing which ſhou'd come to him by the Pardon of the 21 


of King Femer, nor by the Pardon of his Majeſty's Coro- * 


nation. To which, when the Earl had receiv'd no Reply, he 
petition'd to the Houſe of Lords, ſhewing, That being a Peer 
of the Realm, he had»received no Summons z and deſiring 
their Losdſhip; to mediate with his Majgfty, that he might 
Enjoy the Liberty of a Subject, and Priviledge of his 
Peerage. This was thought but reaſonable by the Com- 
mittee of Priviliges, and ſo reported accordingly. 
Thereupon the Duke of Buckingham ſignify'd to the Houſe, 
That upon the Earls Petition, the King had ſeat him his ſum- 
mons, bat withal ſhewed the Lords the' Copy of a Letter 
written from the King to the ſaid Earl, taxing him with offer- 
ing to Concur with his Change of Religion, when only Prince, 
in Spain, and other Miſcarriages contained in the Articles 
againſt him. n 85 
However, the Farl upon receipt of his Writ, again Petiti- 
ons the Lords to be heard in Juſtification of himſelf and in 
Accuſation of the Duke; to which Petition, the Earl annexed 
-- aLtter from the Lord Keeper, and his own Anſwer to 75 : 
1 l 2 
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The Subſtance of the Lord Keeper's Letter was, That tho 

the Earl had received his Writ, his Perſonal Attendance in 
the Houſe was to be forborn ; as being to remain under the 
ſame Reſtriction as he was before. To which in his Anſwer 
the Earl ſubmitted, declaring his Reſolution not to ſtir from 
bis Lodging in Lendon, till he had petition'd his Majeſty, and 
and ſhculd underftand his further pleaſure. 

Upon this, the Lord Keeper delivered a Meſſage from the 
King to the Lords, That his Majefty had heard of a Petition 
to their Houſe, from the Earl of Briſtol, ſo void of Duty and 
Reſpect, that he had great Cauſe to puniſh him: However. 
he commended their Dutiful Proceedings therein, and was 
therefore reſolved to put the Cauſe upon their Lordſhips 
Honour and Juſtice. To which End it was his Pleaſure that the 
faid Earl ſhould be ſent for, as a Delinquent, to anſwer for 
Scandalizing the Duke immediately, and himſelt by reflection. 

_ Thus ſtood matters between the Duke and the Earl, when 
the Ccmmons: preſented the King with their humble Remon- 
trance, in Anſwer to his Speech and the Keepers Enlarge- 
ment. The Subſtance of which was, To acknowledge the 
Kings Grace and Favour, for Expreſſing his Love to his Peo- 
ple, and his Affection to the right uſe of Parliaments ; and 
to Excuſe their Proceedings in the two Buſineſſes of Mr. Cook 
and Dr. Turner; as being both miſrepreſented to his Majeſty ; 
For that, as to the firſt, he had indeed let fall ſome words 
which might admit an ill conſtruction; whereat the Houſe be- 
ing diſpleas'd, he forthwith ſo Explain'd himſelf, that they for- 
ore to take them into Conſideration, as they had ſince done; 
the Effect whereof had appeared before that time, had they 
not been interrupted by more important Buſinefſes. As to 
the Latter, that their Committees had in no particular pro- 
ceeded otherwiſe than upon grounds of knowledge in. them- 
ſelves, or other good Evidence; in which courſe of Service 
for the Publick Good, as they had not ſwerved from; the par- 
__  liamentary Ways of their Predeceſſors, ſo they conceived that 
the Diſcovery and g; e for ming of Errors, was ſo far frem caſting 
any Aſperſion upon the preſent Time or Government, that it 
rather afforded matter to great Princes to illuſtrate their 
Nobleſt Vertues. As for the Secretaries Letter, it was firft 
alledged by his Majefty's Advocate. in his own Juſtification; 
and afterwards meerly produced to juſtifie his Allegation. 
As for the Search of the Signet Office, it was occaſion d by 
the Copy of a Letter, with pregnant Cauſe of fuſpicion of be- 
ing Suppoſititious: For which reaſon the Committee order d 
ſome of "themſelves to go and ſearch out the Truth. As 
concerning the Duke of Buckingham, they humbly beſought 
his Majeſty to be inform'd by his moſt moſt faithful Com- 
mons, That it had been the ancient ard moſt undoubte d 
Right of Parlizments, to queſticn all Perſons of what 
degi ee ſcever, ſound gricvous to the Commonyealth, in 4 
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ſing the Truſts committed to them by their Soveraign: K 

Courſe not only approved by Examples in his Fathers Days, 
but in the moſt glorious Reigns of all his Noble. Progenitors. 
Laſtly, they defir'd him to conſider, that tho' it had been the 
Long Cuftom of Parliaments. to handle the matter of Sup- 
plies with the laſt of their Buſineſſes, yet out of their Reſpe& 
and Care of his Affairs, they had taken it into more ſpeedy 
Conſideration, Beſeeching him therefore not to give Ear 
A = Officious Reports of private Perſons, for their own 
To this Remonſtrance the King gave no preſent Anſwer, 
but defired the Houſe to adjourn for a Week, as the Lords 
had done. But the Commons being met again, they ſent to 
the Duke once more, by Sir Fobn Epſley, to let him under- 
ſtand that they were drawing up Articles againſt him, and 
that they Expected his Anſwer that morning by ten of the 
Clock, if he intended to ſend any. This the Duke mov'd to 
the Lords, who thought it not convenient to give him leave 
to anſwer at that time, left his particular Buſineſs might 
prove prejudicial to the Univerſal Weal, and the neceſſary 
Diſpatch of the King's Buſineſs. Whereupon the Commons 
went on with their Impeachment 3 and upon a Report from 
their Committee about a Plaiſter and a Poſſet applied and 
given to King Fames in his Sickneſs, contrary to the Directions 
of hlis Sworn Phyſicians z they Reſolv'd, That that alfo 
ſhoud. be annexed to the Charge againſt the Duke. 

Is the Interim, the Earl of Briſtol was brought to the Bar, 
where the Lord Keeper acquainted him, That the King had 
commanded his Attorney General to Charge him with High 
Treaſon, and other, Miſdemeanors; and thereupon Exhibited 
Eleven Articles againſt him. / 
The Earl having heard his Charge, deſired the Lords, that 
in regard he had a Charge agaioft the Duke and the Lord 
Conway, he might not be impeagh'd, nor his Teſtimony in- 
validated by the Kings Charge againſt him, till they had 
heard his Accuſations; and ſo preſently tendred his Articles 
to the Houſe : Which upon the EarF's withdrawing, were as 
ſoon ordered to be read. In purſuance of which Order, the 
Earl being again called to the Bar, by way of preamble, firſt 
crayed their Lordfhips Pardon for his Earneſt Speeches the 
other Day; and gave them Thanks for their Manner of Pro- 
ceeding againft him. Then he asked the Attorney whether 
what he cauſed to be read, were his whole Charge; Who was 
his Relator, and who his Accuſer? To the firſt, Mr. Attorney 
anſwer' d, That upon opening the Charge, more particulars 
might be urged, but no new matter. To the ſetond, That 
the King had given him Directions out of his own Memory 
for his own Relation againſt him; and had Correfted many , 
things that were added. To which the Earl anſwered, That 
he would not conteſt with his Soveraign ; Only fo far as * | 


l ue True Secret Hiſteryof 
cui 


no t clear himſelf of every Particular of it; deſiring their 
would de for the King to be Accuſer, Judge, and Witneſs 


- both their Majeſties, ever ſince his Return into England; which 


the Black Rod; and, then the Articles 
Lord Conway were read: After which, the Lords ordered that 


Teſlimony ſhould be no way 


a 


Sd to che Houſe, That Sir Dudley Diggs did not ſpeak the 


neither had in any thing Efteeded their Commiſſion. But 


dad formerly. ant lately given. 
Nader 


' fants: To this purpoſe, thew drew up a Petition, ſetting 


Religion and his Honour, which was to deſcend to bis 
Poſterity, he beſought cheir Lordſhips to be humble Suitors 
to his Majeſty not to take Indignation at his juſt Defence: Yet 


he would be ready to make any humble Submiffion to his Maj- 
eſty. ** touching the Charge againſt bim, he aid he had 
one anſwer d it all, except that of the Petition, and doubted 


Lordſhips withal, to conſider of how dangerous conſequence it 
and 

* ö 

have the Confiſcation. And laſtly, he moved that he might 

8 an equal condition with the Duke. When he had 

ſo done, be began again, and gave the Lords an Account of 

the Dukes Practices, from time to time againſt him, to 

bim under Reftraint, and to debar him the preſence of 


— 


den he had cohcluded, he withdrew, under the Cuſtody of 
inſt the Duke and 


the Kings Charge againſt the Earl ſhould be heard firſt, and 
then the Earls Charge againſt the Duke; yet ſo, that his 
prejudiced. or impeach d; and 
ſome time after, the Earl gave in his Anſwer to all the Articles. 
The Commons at the ſame time impeach'd the Duke of a 
high Miſdemeaner in a Charge of Thirteen Articles; whereof 
that of the Death of King James was one; at which the 
King was ſo much diſpleas d, that he committed Sir Dudley 
Diggs and Sir Fobn Elliot to the Tower for it; and the Com- 
mons ſent Sir Nathaniel Rich with a Meſſage to the Lords, by 
2 Unanimous Vote, to commit the Duke to ſafe Cuſtody; 
which yet I cannot find they did. But the impriſon d Mem- 
bers did not lie long in the Tower; for the King ſigni- 


Words for which the King committed Hm; nor was Sir John 
Xlliee detain'd long after him, the Houſe having reſolved that 


the Commous. ftill ran high againſt the Duke with a Pro- 
teſtation, That till be were removed from medling with State- 
Har, they were out of all bopes of any good Succeſs ; and 
did fear that any Meney which they ſhall or can give, wil 
abrough bis Miſ-Employment rather be turned to the burt and 
prejudice of the Kingdom, than other ways ; as by lamentable 
ence they haue lately found, in thoſe large Supplies hey 


this, the - Commovs inſiſting upon the National 
Grievances, more eſpecially the Growth of Popery, 
thou ght it+ convenient to petition the King about Recu- 


forth, Tha upon Examination they found ſever Perſons, of W 
whaſe. Names they annexed 4 particular Lift, that remained - in 1 
Flac es of Truſt and Authority, in ſeveral Counties of England | 1 
* | TH and 


\ 
7 
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and © Countename of ſuch 1 


Commons, and being utterly unprovided to make a Defence 
againft either; the King, rather than receive the Remon- 
ſtrance the Commons had prepared to preſent him againſt 

the Duke, refolved to part with the Parliament; und 
thereby loſt Four Subfidies and three Fiftsens. For the 
Commons had no ſooner brought their Remonſtrance to 
Perfection, but Notice was given them that the King in- 
tended to Diflolve the Parliament. The Lords having 
the ſame Intimation, drew up a Petition to prevent his 
Purpoſe, and ſent the Earls of Mancheſter, Pembrook, Car- 
lifle and Holland, to prevent it; but the ( wilful ) King 
reply d. He would hear no motion of that Nature. And fo 
upon the a5th of Fune the Parliament was Diſſolved, with 
as little Succeſs as the firſt; but perhaps with more ill Blood. 


ill effected Governours, ac« 
 crewed vo whe Popiſh Party. This, done, they hafted to 

perfect a Remonſtrance againft the Duke. But the Duke 
thus doubly Attack d both by the Earl of Brifto!, and the 


The King having Diſſolved the Parliament, ſends a long 


Declarat on after them; wherein he magnifies his Power 
of Calliidg, Adjourning, Proroguing and Diſſolving Parlia- 


ments; as peculiarly belonging to himſelf, by an undoubt- 


ed Prerogative. 1 united to his Imperial Croun; 
of Which, as of all his other Royal Actions, he is not to 


give. any Account, but unto GOD oaly, whoſe imme- 
diate Lieutenant and Vicegerent he is, in theſe his Realms 


and Dominious, by Divine Providence committed to his 


Charge: Yet his Purpoſe is, ſo to order himſelf. and all 


his Actions, concerning the Weal of his Kingdoms, as may 


juſtifie themſelves not only to his own Conſcience, and to 


is own People, but to the whole World, as he fays 


in his Declaration; but with what Truth, we ſhall ſkew hereaf- 


ter. His Declaration is too long to inſert; and too far from 


Truth, to be much regarded: In ſhort the King ſpeaks, 


as if, like Richard the Second, be bad all the an in bis 


own Breſt, and might do what he wou'd, both with Par- 8 


liaments and People. And fince he has fo often declar'd 
that be is only ancountable to G O D, fer all bis Aftions, it 
puts me in mind of what 1 once heard "one "ay, Tomes 


what Sarcaſtically, Ibas therefore at laſt be was ſem unto 


GOD to make up his Accounts, . 
Thus, Reader, I have brought down my Secret Hiſtory 


from William the Firſt, called the Conquerour, to the Diſ- 


ſolution of the Second Parliament of King Charles the Firſt: 


And therein have ſhewn the Arbitrary Deſigns that were 
Secretly carried on in Each Reign. In which the Rea- _ 
der may obſerve, That the nearer we arrive to theſe yy 8 

| ; os ent 


$ 


- 


* 424 he True Secret Hiſtory, &c. : 
{ent Times, the greater have been the Struglings for Ar- 
ditraty Power ; but more eſpecially. ſince the coming in 
of che Family of the Stuarte, as the Reader has not only 
' already ſeen in the whole Reign of King James the Firſt, 
and the Beginning of his Sons; but will more abundantly per- 
ceire in the Concluſion of this Reign, and thoſe of his 
Succeſſors: But that I muſt refer to my Second Volume, 
which will bring down. my Secrec Hiffory to this preſent Tear 
1702+ And as to which, give me leave to allude to 
what G OD ſays. to the Prophet Ezekiel, Chap. VIII. 15. 
Huf thou ſeen this, O Son of Man? Turn thee again, and 
hou ſhale ſee greater Abominations than #heſe, 
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for his Treachery, . 1 1 87 
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Baſtard Kings, more than one ſince William the Conqueror, 23. 
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328 
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Bothwell, his Murder of the K. of Scots, 290. His Marriage to 
Mary Q. of Scots, 292, 301. His Flight, 292. Impriſonment 


in Denmark, 298 
Bramber, Nicholas, Lord Mayor of London, hang'd, d 94 
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Brown, Sir George, executed, 157 
Buchanan, an Account of him, 301 


Buckingham, Duke of, his Riſe, 297,329, 2460: His Competi- 
tion with the E. of Somerſet, 331. His Character, 350,351. 
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Charles, 373. His A ſcendant over both the Father and Son, 
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Rome, x 191 
Cerdan Character of Edward VI. 234 
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n 157 
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204. His Sufferings, 252 to 266 
Creſy Battle, | 74 
Cromwell, Thomas, his Riſe, 194, 203. Fall, 204 to 206. Ex- 

ecution, ? ib, 
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Marriage to Mary Q. of Scots,  . Jealouſyof her, and 
Murder of her Secretary, 289. His own Cataſtrophe, 291, 
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Daviſon. find and impriſon'd for his Diſpatch in the Commiſ- 


ſion for executing Mary Q. of Scots, 310, 315, 317. His 
Apology to Walſingham, | 16 
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Delamere, Sir Peter, (Speaker of the Houſe of Commons) 


committed Priſoner for Life, at the Suit of Edward IIId's 
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a Epwann I. his Reign, 54. Why ſurnam'd Long-ſhanks, 
* #6. His Wars and Victory in Scotland, ib. His ſecret Deſigns 
all along for arbitrary Power, from 55 to 59. The Bravery 
of his virtuous Queen to fave his Lite, when he was poy ſon'd 
in the Holy-Land, 55. He. clips the Power of the Clergy by 

. ſeveral Statutes, 55 to 57. He ſummons the Temporal 
Lords to go to the Wars of Gaſcoigne, which they refuſe, and 
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the diſcontented Nobility, 59. His Preſent to the Pope to 
abſolve him from his Oath to his Subjects, 59. . He liv'd to 
ſee and reform his Error, 60. His Sickneſs, Death and 
7 Character, | «1 @ | | ib. 
Evward II. his Reign, 61. Why ſurnam'd Caernarvan, ib. 
His Coronation and Character, 76. 62, 65, 73. His Fondneſs 
for Gaveſton, 61 to 65. He arreſts the Biſhop of Cheſter tor 
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Defeat by Robert Bruce in Scotland, 61. His Queen invades 
his Dominions, and forces him to fly, 69. Takes him Pri- 
ſoner, 70. He is depos' d, 1b. His Reſignation of the Crown 

to his Son, 71, 72. He is impriſon' d, and murder'd, 72, 73 
EpwarD III. his Reign, 74. His Birth, Election, Coronation 
and Marriage, 16. Character, 75, 81. His Surrender of the 
Sovereignty of Scotland, 76. He confirms Magna Charta 
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Places of Truſt, 77, 78. A-Bp. of Canterbury's Advice to 
him, 78, 79. He is govern'd by his Concubine, 80, $1. How 
he was abandon d at his Death, 16. His numerous Iſſue, 25. 
Fate of his Poſterity, enen. 81 
Ebyvaxn the Black Prince, his Victor ys, Death and Character, 
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EpwarD IV. his Reign, 124. His Victory at Mortimer's Croſs, 
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ted himſelf with the City of London, 126. His Character, ib. 
127. His Marriage, 126. His Injuſtice and Cruelty, 127. 


His Vericity, 128. His Chaſtity, 16. 129, Character of his 


Concubines, 129. His Death and Iſſue, 124,129 
Enwanp V. his Reign, 130. The ſecret Steps by which he 


Was deprived of his Crown and Life, 130 to 143, 144, 


4147. Verſes on the Deeth of him and his Brother, 147 


Edward, Prince, Son to Henry VI. his Murder, 124, 127 
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EbwanD VI. his Reign, 215. His Progreſs in the Reforma- 


tion, 2.16. __ between his Uncles, 217. Their Cha- 
racer, is. Their Ruin, 218 to 224, His Sorrow for the 


- 


Death of his Uncle the Duke of Somerſet, 226. His Sickneſs 


ſuppos'd to be the Effe& of Poiſon, 227, 232. His Settle- 
ment of the Succeflion, 230. His Death, Interment, laſt 


Prayer and Character, 215, 233 to 235 
Elector Palatine, ruin d by the Cowardice of K. James I. 355, 
c. And by his Zeal for the Spaniſh Match, 359,381 


EL1zaBETH, Queen, her Reign and Character, 268, 269. Her 
Caution at firft to diſoblige the Popiſh Party, 269. Her Co- 
ronation refuſed to be perform'd by the A-Bp. of York, 270. 

She is courted in Marriage by Admiral Seymour, 217, 218. 
By her Siſter's Husband, K. Philip of Spain, 270. Her good 
Opinion of him, ib. Her Reaſons for refuſing him, 27 1. 
She is courted by the Arch-Duke Charles, 287. She brings 
on a Change of Religion by Degrees, 273. Her Right re. 
cognis d by Parliament, ib. Why the Act paſs'd by her Father 
for excluding her was not repeabd, 1b. Her Tenaciouſneſs of 
her Title, i6. The Reaſon of her implacable Diſſike to Ma- 
ry Q of Scots, 274, &c. 277, Cc. 285.. And of her com- 

mitting the Earl and Counteſs of Hertſord to the Tower, 

274, 275. The Origin of her Difference with Mary Queen 
of Scots, 275, &Gc. 284. Her Advantage over the Q. of Scots, 
278. She refuſes to guarantee her Paſſage from France to 
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296, 307. Her Concern upon the News of her Execution, 
314. The Blemiſhes of her Reign, 317. Her Concern for 
the Execution of the E. of Eſex, 319. Her own Sickneſs 
and Death, | | 269, 319, 320 


Elizabeth, Princeſs, Daughter to K. James I. her | Marriage, 
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Elvis, Sir Fervis, his Execution, 333. His Caution to Poſteri- 


ty. 3347 
Empſon and Dudley ſet up to oppreſs the People, 161, 169. 


Their Fate, 177,212 
Engliſh, when they were a Terror to the Spaniards, 268 
Eſſex. Earl, his Character and Story, © 16. 318 
Exchequer, how far it reach d once, 33 0 
Exton, Sir Pierce, his Murder of Richard I. ts. 
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Fawkirk Battle in 8 54 
Favourites, Court, what they feed upon, 87 
Fecknam, Dean of St. Paul's, ſent to reconcile Lady Fane Gray 
to Popery, | ; 249 
Fogge flies to the Sanctuary at Weſtminſter, and is pardon'd, 145 
Foxley, a Pot-maker, ſleeps 14 Days, 240 
Frobiſber's Diſcovery of the North-Eaſt Paſſage, 269 

G. 

a Arter, Order, by whom inſtituted, 74 
FF Gaveſton, Pierce, his Character, Hiſtory and Fate, 61 bg 
F 
Glendoure's Rebellion, 107 to 115 
Glouceſter, (Thomas D. of) Uncle to Richard II. his Hiſtory and 
Fate, 85 to 96 
Glouceſter, (Humphrey D. of) his Murder, 122 
God 2 me, who is recorded to be the firſt that us d _ 
Curſe, 160 


Gondemar, the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, his Aſcendant over K. James, 


314. His Malice to Sir Walter Raleigh, 315. What —_ 9 


to call Q. Elixabeth, 
Gower, Sir John, the famous Poet, his Death, 107 
Gowry, Earl of, his Murder, 302, Commemoration of Gowry's 
Conſpiracy, 307 
Gray, Lady Fane, her Marriage, 228. Character, 230, 238, 
251. She is proclaim'd Queen, 238. Diveſted of her Roy- 
alty, 239, 240. Dean of St. Paul's ſent to reconcile her to 


Popery, 249. Her Execution. 250 
Grey, Lord, an Account of him, 310, 311,313 
Alidown Hill Battle, 74 


| Harlot, the Origin of that Name, 


. - Puniſhment for it, 
Haſtings Battle, 
Haſtings, Lord, his Impriſonment and Execution, 139, 140 
Heart of Man never fatisfy'd, an Inſtance of it, 25 
Heir-male, an odd Definition of it, 109 
Henxy I. his Reign, 15, Why ſurnam'd Beauclere, ib. His 


Throne before his elder Brother's Return from the Holy- 
Land, 16, 17. His Ingratityde to him, 17, 18, He firſt = 


Virtues and Vices, 16, 19, 20, His haſte to get into the 


e 


* S ee 1 ak 


: 


E 
+ * 1 
v1 
YN 
*3 
of 


IN D E X. 


him an Annuity, then wheedles him out of it; and aſt of al 


— to Normandy, where he defeats him, and brings him 
me Priſoner, 15, 17, 18. Retakes him after his Eſcape, 
and puts out his Eyes, 19. His Laws, and the Curſe de- 
nounc'd againſt them by the Pope, 28. His Leachery and 
Baſtards, 20. The Difference betwixt his Incontinency and 
that of K. William II. 20. His Death, by 16 


ö Henn v II. his Reign, 24. Why he was called Short-mantle 
16. His Valour, Dominions and Stile, and his Coronation 


three times, ib. He robs his Brother of the Dutchy ot 
Anjou, 27. How he ſmarted for it all his Days, 26. His 
Methods to reduce the lawleſs Power of the Clergy, and his 
Controverſy with Becket, 24, 26, e&#&c. His Mean-ſpiritedneſs 
in viſiting his Tomb, 24, 30. His Wickedneſs, 30, 31. His 
Concubine Roſamond her Fate, ib. Another of his Concu- 
bines, 31. His Peace with Lewis of France, 24, 25. He 
cauſes his eldeſt Son to be crown'd K. of England in his own 
Life-time, 24. His Conqueſt of Ireland, 25. His Death, 


. " 
Henxy III. his Reign, 47. The longeſt of any King of England, 


16. 46. He grants the Charter of the Forreſts, and then an- 
nuls it, 47. Nobility force him to reſtore it, #6. His Pre- 
ferment of Foreigners reſented by his Subjects, 48 to 51. 


His many Violations of their Liberties, 46, 49. Throws the 


Odium of all upon his Miniſters, 47. His fruitleſs Voyage 
to France, ib. 48. He ſends for Foreigners to aſſiſt him a- 
gainſt his Barons, 49. Is defeated hy them, 30. He pro- 
claims Outlawries againſt the Barons, and gives their Eſtates 


- to Foreigners, 49, 50. The Biſhops Advice to him in Parlia- 


- ment,51. He reſtores the Lords, and removes the Foreign- 


ers, 16. Meets with divers Aﬀeorits, 52, The Solemnity of 
his Oath to obſerve the Laws, and his Violation of it, 53. 


His Sale of Normandy and Anjou, ib. His Death, Interment 


Henxy IV. his Reign, 107. His Title falſe and far-fetch'd, 


108. Foundation of it, 109, Ceremonies of his Coronation, _ 

ib. Bp. of Carliſle's Speech on his Acceſſion to the Throne, 
110. Abbot of Weſtminſter's Grudge againſt this King for 
his Diſreſpect to the Clergy; 214.4, Combination of the Lords 

againſt him, 107, 112, 114. Articles drawn up againſt him, 
115,116, He defeats the Rebellion, 107, 116. His own 
Opinion of his Title to the Crown, 117. His Death, Iflue 


and Character, 108,117 


Heney V. his Reign, mid why calbd Henry of Monmouth, 118, 


119. His Character, ib. He is declar'd Heir to the Crown 
of France, 118, His Death and Iſſue, . 


24 Henne | 


IN D E X. 


Hengy VI. his Reign and Character, 120. The Government 
aring his Minority, 121. His Coronation in England and 
France, 120. His Defeat and Loſſes in both Kingdoms, 120. 
His Retirement to Scotland, 121. His Murder, 123, 124, 

| 8 127,129 

Henxy VII. his Arrival in England, and Defeat of K. Richard at 
Beſworth, 158, 159. His Reign, 161. His Birth, Parentage 


Marriage, ib. 165. Inquiry into his Title, t6 1, 162. He 
declares it to be threefold, 164. Why ke had an Averſion to 
the Title by his Wife, 165. His Coronation, and Repeal of * 


the Attainder againſt himſelf and his Party, 166. Mock 
Princes ſet up againſt him, 167, 168. His Character, 170, 
173. Notorious Inſtances of his Avarice and Cruelty, 170, 
172. His Religion and good Works juſt before his Death, 


173. Why he was cry'd up as a ſecond Solomon, 172. His 
Death and Burial, LPS — 161 


Henry VIII. his Reign, 177. Title to the Crown, 1 76. Di- 


vorce from Q. Catherine, 179 to 197. His Speech to the 
Nobility on that Occaſion, 181, e&c. Her's to the King, 184. 


And to the Cardinal Legates, 189. The Depoſitions about 


Her and Pr. Arthur, 186. His Rupture with the Court of 


Rome, 196. His Marriage to Anne Bolen, 197. Commitment 


of her to the Tower, 198. Her Letter to him, ib. Her 
Execution and Dying- Speech, 201, 202. His Paſſion for 
Lady Jane Seymour, 197, 200. Marriage to her, 202. Her 
Death, 20% Why he encourag'd the Reformation, 204. 
His Marriage to Aune of Cleve, and Divorce from her, 205. 
His Marriage to Catherine Howard, and her Execution for A- 
dultery, 205, 206. Letter from the D. of Norfolk, & c. there- 
upon to Pagit Ambaſſador in France, 267. The Execution 
of certain Perſons for concealing and countenancing her 
Crime, 210. His Marriage to Lady Catherine Parr, and his 
Commitment of her to the Tower, 211. He executes both 
Papiſts and Proteſtants, 211, 212. His Bloody-mindedneſs, 
212,213. More of his Character, . 214 


Henry, Prince, Son to K. James I. his Birth, 30a. Su pos d 


to be poiſon d, 293, 353. His Death and Character. ib. 35, 


| of. that Family 425 
Howards, the Riſe of that Family, 8 


309, 310 


Hubert de Burgh, Chief juſtice to Henry III. his Removal, Im- 
peachment and Troubles, 2 48,53 


Hume, Sir George, a Favourite of K. Fames 5 307, 308 
| 4 * 


AMES I. King, his Reign, 289. His Character, 290, Ge. 
388, 389, . Extraction, 289, 291, 297. A Letter of 


his to the Parliament, 296. His Vices, particularly his In- 
| gratitude, 
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| I N D CE # X. - 
gratitude, 290 to 299, 303. His Grand- father and Mother; 
299, 300. Why he might be called a ſecond Solomon, 301, 
388. His Coronation in Scotland, and Tutor, 301. His Re- 
Hignarion of all Scotland to his Tutor, 301. His Marriage, 
302. His Jealouſy and Revenge on Mr. Stuart, 302. His 
- Ingratitude to the E. of Orkney, who mortgag'd his Eſtate - 
to raiſe Money for the Chriſtning of Pr. Henry, 303. His 
Concern for his Mother's Death, ib. His Proclamation .in 
England, ib. Speech to him by Mr. Martin of the Temple, 
#6. His Prophecy of the Peo le of England, 307. His En- 
tertainment at his Arrival, ib. His Reign compar'd with, 
thoſe of Edward and Richard II. on account of his Favou- 
rites, ib. His baſe Treachery to Sir Walter Raleigh, 3 14. 
His Hatred of Men of Learning and Valour, 315. His 
Speech on his Knees to the Judges, when he deprecated a 
Curſe on himſelf and Poſterity, if he did not revenge the 
Murder of Sir Tho. Overbum, 294,331; 332. How well he 
form'd his Word, 348. His King-Cratr, 291, 332. His 
l neaſineſs during Somerſets Trial, 337. His Favour to 
him after Condemnation, 338. His Aſſiſtance to the 
Duke of Bucks in his lewd Amours, 350, 351. His Licence 
for Sports and Paſtimes on the Sabbath-Day, 351,352. His 
Epitaph upon his Queen, 354. His Averſion to War, 357, 
3578. His Conceſſions to the Papiſts in the Affair of the 
Spaniſh Match for his Son Pr. Charles, 359. The private Ar- 
ticles he ſwore to in favour of the R. Catholicks, 366, 370. 
His Hatred to the Duke of Bucks, 372. Pictures and Paint- 
ings made in Holland and Flanders to ridicule him, 380. His 
groſs Diſſimulation, 385. His Sickneſs, 386, 387. Death, 


r 


3288. Iſſue, b | 290 
Few, a ſmart Anſwer of one juſt converted to Chriſtianity, 
* © when William Rufus preſs'd him to renounce it, It 


Fon, King of France, and the Dauphin, taken Priſoners by the 
Engliſh, and ranſom'd, | | , 
Fon à Chambers, his Rebellion againſt Henry VII. 161 
+ Jour, King, his Reign, 40. Character and Title, ib. 41, 44. 
* © Undone by bis Victory in France, 41. Suſpected to have 
4 iſon'd his Nephew Pr. Arthur, 40 41. Always followed 
F by a Curſe, ib. His Impoſitions upon the Nation, 41. Se- 
cret Grounds of his Quarrel with the Barons, 42, 43. His 
/ Cruelty and Incontinence, 43. He poiſons a Lady for not 
© conſenting to his Luſt, and hangs up 28 Children of the beſt 
Families in the Kingdom, 43. Loſs of his Dominions in 
France, 42. His Atheiſtical Expreſſion upon the Opening 
of a fat Buck. 44. His Death by Poiſon, 40 
Iſabel, Counteſs Dowager of Arundel, her bold Addreſs to 


6 K. 


I ND. E X. 
K. 


Ent, (Edmond, Earl of) his the ſecond Royal Blood of 
England ſhed upon a Scaffold, 7. —T$76 

Kings, a Saying of a Spaniſh Fryar about them -. - 
Kites, ours greater Highflyers than the French, - 333 
ights. Baronets, by whom firſt created; atid why. 1 1 


L. 
Ancaſter, (Thomas Earl of) his the firſt Royal Blood of 
England ſhed upon a Scaffold, . 86.76 


Lancaſter, (Duke) Uncle to Richard II. his ſecret Practices, 84, 
85. How cruelly an honeſt Fryar was puniſhed for accu- 
ſing him of a Deſign to uſurp the Crown, n 

Lanfranc, A-Bp. of Canterbury, his Character, 110 

Latimer, Bp. cenſur d for being too officions, * 2219 
iceſter, (Earl of) courts Mary Q: of Scots, and accuſes Lord 
Keeper Bacon to her, 288 

Loſers ſbou d have leave to ſpeak, that Saying verify d, 17 

Laute, (St.) his Face the ant Oath of one of our Kings, 12 

Lyon, a condemn'd Perſon faves his Life by engaging. to teach 
the King's Lyon to ſpeak good Engliſhin 7 Years time, 101 


M. 


Ag na Charta, by whom obtain'd and ratify'd, 42. Con- 
firm'd 12 times, and as often broke, in one Reign, 76 
Maxy, Queen, her Reign, 236. The Snare laid for her by che 
D. of n Her Proclamation, 239. Her Gra- 
titude to the Norfolk and Suffolk Men, 238. Her bloody Ex- 
ecutions, 242, 261. Marriage with Philip of Spain, and Rea- 
ſions for it, 243, 253,254, 259. Her Speech to the Com- 
mons at Guildball, upon Wyat's Rebellion, 246. Her Reſto- 
ration of Popery by Parliamentary Authority, 257.' Her vain 
Attempt to have her Husband crown'd, and the Church-Lands 
reſtor d, 258. Her falſe Conception, and the Collect appoint- 
ed for that Occaſion, 259, 260. Her Conduct compar d with 
that of Mary Wife to K. James II. 251. Her Grief for the 
Loſs of Calais, 266, 267. Her Death and Character, 267 
Maxx Q. of Scots, inſtigated by the French Court, to aſſume the 
Title and Arms of Q. Elizabeth, 296. Sir V inſtan Churchill's 
Character of her, 277. Her Advantage over Q. Elizabeth, 278. 
Sbe refuſes to ratify the Treaty with Elizabeth, ib. Her Rea- 
ſans for it, 284. Her Diſcourſe with her Ambaſſador Throck- 
morton, 279 to 284, Her Arrival in Scotland, 285. Her 


Gentleneſs to her Subjects, ib. Her amicable Propoſal to Q. 
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INDE X. 
Elizabeth, ib. Her Conſtancy in Inconſtancy, 300. HerRe- 
fuſal of an Interview with Q. Elizabeth, after propoſing it, 
286, 287, Her View to the Succeſſion of England, 287, 288. 
| — Any - with Lord Darnley, 288 to 290. Her Zeal to 
te the Succeſſion in the Stuart Family, 289. She is 
fuſpe ed of murdering her. firſt Husband, by her 
with the ſecond, 290 to 292. Her Impriſonment and Ref 
nation of the Kingdom to her Son, 292. Her Eſcape, 
Her Arrival in England, and Letter to Q. Elizabeth, 293. _ 
Impriſonment — Trial, 295, 299, G. Her Letter to Q. 
Elizabeth after receiving Sentence of Death, 308. Reaſons 
urg d for and againſt Putting ber to Death, 309, 310. Her 


Execution, 301, 311 to 314 


Maſs and the En liſh Service ſung upon the ſame Day in the Ca- 


thedral at Weſtminſter, - 241 


Muy the Empreſs, her Agreement with. K. Stephen, 21,22 
Maud the Fair, poiſon'd by K. John for not conſenting to his 


Luft, 
Maxwell, Lord Herris, his Letter to ee about Mary 
2 Seeg. 2494 


Merry, what Men cannot be truly 214 


Monſon, Sir Tt mmitment, * 32.  Narrowly eſcap d 
anging, 335 


More, Sir Thomas, his Riſe, 1 ward rec 213 

Mortimer, Favour Lanes te Que, his Hiſtory and Fate, 
71, 73 to 76 

Mortimer's-Crofi-Battle,../ , EET | I : G 


Mortmain, Fr by whom enacted, | 
Murray, Earl, appointed Ker tha ring the Minre 
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E 4555 needs * Riſe of chat l. | 
Norfolks Duke, courts May 2 ben, wg is beheaded, | 


296 
Norman Language, what it was inthe ume of William che Con- 


queror, 


| + 
| Me Duke, his Kamity to the B. of Sewerſer, 223. 


His Attempt to ſecure the Crown in his Family, 228, &c. 
Lays a Trap for Lady Mary, #32, 236. He ſets out to com- 


mand an Army n ay. * e Q: Mary, 

239, &c. His Death, yo | . 
Ldcafile, Sir Faby, Lord e — 119 
Opportunity makes a Thief, = 


Overbury, Sir Thomaj, his Riſe, 322, 327, Ge. — 
7 


INDEX 


ment, 324; "The manner of his being poiſon d, 294, 326 2 
Cc, Diſcovery of it, 33 1 to 348. Sir Francis Bacon's 


racter of him, | | 342, 343 
. 


\ Aret, Lord, committed to the Tower, SY 0 | ay 


Parliament, by whom inſtituted,  __. - 16 
Partridge, Sir Miles, Nis Execution, 2. 127 
Per kin Marbeck, his Story, 166,177 
Pierce, Alice, K. Edward's Concubine, 80, 81. | Her Panifhmear, 
Piercies, why they bear the Creſcent in their Arms, I 4 
'Plague in London, 307 

— a+ Sir Francis Bacon's Diſcourſc upon it, 340, 34 

Michael de la, E. of Suffolk, Favourite to Richard II. 175 


Character, 83, 86, 93. Impeachment, 86. Revers'd, 89. 


. de br, 33 


Cardinal, propoſed as a Match for Q. Mary, 243. His 
* and Welcome in England, 256. The Emperor's Rea- 
ſons for ſtopping him, 235. His Artainder, revers'd, 256. 

Speech to the Parliament, . N 
Popery reſtor d by Q. Mary and her nn fon 
Primogeniture, the Right of it to the Crown of Wia by 


whom deſtroy d, 27 9 
Frinces compar d to Fire, 149 


e ſurrendred by the Turks to the chinas, * u 
R. 
= Sir 
310, Oc. 


er, EY Character 295. 317. "Hi; Hiſtory, 
xecution, 312, 317. ;-Trick'd out of his 
Life, 313, Ge. His Letter to K. Fame; on his Return 
from Guiana, 315. His laſt 1 to his Wife, 317. True 


and ſecret Cauie of his Dea 319 
Rame, Thomas, executed, } 157 
Religion, how far it goes in Hg the Multitude, 109 
Richanp I. his Reign, 32. Why ſurnam'd Coeur de Lyon, 38. 


Coronation, 32. Holy-War fatal to him, 33, 35. 36, 38. 
His Tricks to raiſe Money, 33, 37-39. His Expedition to- 
wards the Holy-Land, 34. His —— and ſevere Treat- 
ment of Sicily and Cyprus,” 35. His Quarrel with the K. of 
France, ib. His Truce with Saladine, 36. He is' taken Pri- 
toner in the Auſtrian Dominions, 32, 36. His Ranſom, 32, 
75 His Death, 32, 39. Character, 36, 37. His Three 
ughters, viz. Pride, Covetouſneſs and Leachery ; and to 

- : whom-he bequeathed them in Marriage, 39. Proofs that he 
was the worlt © wy. the et 1 e Richards, 36, Ge. 
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Ricuan II. his Reign, 32. Why call'd Richard of Bourdeawe. 


and his Coronation, ib. His Reign compar'd to that of EI. 
ward 11.83. His Three great Favourites, ib. Their Fate, 
93,94. His raſh Speech to his Parliament, 85, 95. His Fond- 
neſs for the E. of Suffolk and the D. of Ireland, 86. Ruin d 
by his Judges, in their attempting to ſet him above the Law, 
89. Queries put to them 4 Favourites, 88, 89. He 
ſeizes the Eſtates of thoſe who oppos d his Favourites, 90. 
Commands the Bp. of London out of his Sight for ſnubbing 
one of them; 91. The Rebellion of the Lords againſt him, 
who force him to take Refuge in the Tower, and to conſent 
to a Treaty, 93. He takes a new Coronation-Oath,. but 
keeps it no better than the old one, 94, 95. Contrives the 
Murder of his Uncle the D. of Glouceſter, 95, 96. Im yas 


the Earls of Warwick Arundel, 96. His Power 
 - abſolate by the Lord Chancellor, ib. His Puniſhment of the 


Earls of Arundel and Warwick, and the A-Bp. of Canterbury, 
97. And of the Dukes of Norfolk and Hereford, 98. Duke of 
- Hereford comes over with Forces, and proclaims War againſt 
him, 99, 100. He reſigns the Crown, 103. The Parliament's 
Charge againſt him, ib. ec. 108. His Character, 106. Hig 
- Impriſogmentiand Murder, 107, 113, 114 
1CcHARD III. his Reign, 144. Secret Steps by which he made 
his Way to the Throne, 130 to 143, 154. And to confirm 
himſelf in it, 145, Gc. His Proclamation, 143, 145, Act 
of Grace, 145. Marriage, is. Coronation, 146. Con- 
trivance to murder his Nephews, ib. to 148. Diſpute 
about his Title, 149, Ce. D. of Bucks's Rebellion againſt 
him, for which he is betray'd and beheaded, 155. 156. How 
"the King was abhorr'd and deſpis'd, 157, 158, He is ſlain 
in Battle, 159. The, Dream he had the Nig ht before, 158, 
The Rhime fix d upon the D. of Norfolk's Door, and what 
became of the King's Corpſe, 159, 160. His Character, 144, 


| © He 160, 170 
Ridley and Latimer their Sufferings, 252, 262 
Rizio, David, his Murder, 290, 300 


Robert D. of Normandy, refuſes one Crown, and reſigns his Title 
to another, 15, 17; His ill Uſage of his Brother K. Henry, ib. 
His Defeat and Impriſonment, 17, 18. He eſcapes, is re- 
taken, and his Eyes put out, 19. His Death, ib 


Roſamond, Henry IIId's Concubine, her Story, 30 
Royalty compar d to a Pythagorean Soul, 216 
1 p S. a 


Aints, William s Opinion about praying to them, 13 

 Scoffs, the Sting of Revenge they generally leave behind, 62 
Seagrave, Sir Nicholas, how he diſoblig'd K, Edward 1. 59 
- BE 100 Secret 


erm 
Sacre Hiftories coveted by the People, Pref. ner 
when true, 


Sees, when the Temporalitys of vacant on es were firſt veſted in 

the Crown, — 
— Sir Thomas, executed, 

Shore, Fane, ber Character, 129. She is accus'd of Witcheref,, 


139, 140 
a e, his Story. | 168 
sel, the ſtrange Virtue of its Spirit 317 


Somerſet, Duke, his rel A his Brother Admiral 
9 2 A remarkable Saying of his, 218. Reflect 

him for building Somerſer-Howſe, 220. His Enmity to the 
D. of Northumberland, 223. His Popularity, 224, 226. His 
Execution * 1 — 225 
Somerſet, (Earl of) his Riſe, 292, 294. His 29 
niſh Match, the ſcandalous Treaty for it, 295. Sir Walter 
| Raleigh acrific'd to it, 320. The Propreſs and Ruin of it, 
35 to 371, 37520377, 380, 381 
. _o 1 or mand II. their Hiſtory and _ 
! 5 to 70 


Stuart, Front their Riſe, 192. Their Fate, - 2 
Stuare, of une org K. Jugs reg on — 


| 02 
Stwkely, Sir Lowls, his Baſeneſs to Sir Walrer Raleigh, 5 — 
Swetonins, his Encomium as an Hiſtorian, Pref. 
Suffolk, u of) beheaded on che . Long · Boat, 

1 e122 
Suffolk, Henry Grey, (D. ot) betray's by a an old Servant, 246. 

5 His Execution, | bar apy 

N 2 21 E. No 


14 1 Callie in Narmanay, Bittle Serb with a nota- 
die Remark on the 52D 9 

Trwksbury Fight, 114,127 
Aas, the Advantage of ＋ a 101 
Treſilian, Robert, Lord Ch. Ju jon? Pavburite of Richard II. his 
Character, 83. His Anſwer to the Queries of the Miniſters, 
| > 90. His Flight, 93. 18 taken and executed, 94 


ler, Mat, — « ls 0 - other he Princes 2,83, At 

elt, Sir James, em og es in t 
Tower, 147. How rewat ed for it, 20] udp. 148 
* 


18,19 
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ſeoent, 4. An Inquiry into his 


WILLIAM Rr us, his Reign, 9 to 11. His Policy to get into 
ide 


IN D E x. 


v. 


BY Ane, Sir Ralph, his Execution, 227 
VPere, Robert, E. of Oxford, Favourite to Richard II. his 
Character, 83. Baniſh'd-and reſtor d to Favoug 86. Raiſes | 

Forces, and is routed, | | 92 
Villiers, See Buckingham, * ; 

Virginia, why ſo call d, 269 

W. 

Akefield Battle, 121,122 

| Walſmgham ſuſpected of foul Practice with the Secre- 

of Mary Q. of Scots, 299 


cry 
Warwick, (Earl of) the King - maker, 144 
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